
CUNSTI~.'UTIONIZI, CONVENTION 
of  t h e  

NOWIIEI1N liiiRlMJA ISLANDS 

VEKBATIN JOUIU:AI, (I'IUNSCKTPT) - 

NINETEENTH DAY 
F r iday ,  November 5, 1976 

(1) The C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention of t h e  Nor thern  l l a r i ana  I s l a n d s  was c a l l e d  
t o  o r d e r  a t  2:07 p.m. 

The Honorable Lorenzo I Guer re ro ,  P r e s i d a n t ,  p r e s i d e d .  

( 2  A moment of s i l e n t  p r aye r  was observed.  

(3) The Convention S e c r e t a r y  c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l .  There  were 33 Delega t e s  p r e s e n t .  
De l ega t e s  Ca r lo s  S. Carnacho, J o s e  R. Cruz, Herman Q.  Guer re ro ,  F r anc i s co  T. 
P a l a c i o s ,  Oscar C.  Rasa and Joaquin  S. To r r e s  were  excused. No Delega tes  were 
absen t .  A quorum was p r e s e n t .  

(De lega te  Benigno F i t i a l  moved t h a t  De lega tes  n o t  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  be  excused. 
The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d . )  

(Delega tes  Rasa and T o r r e s  e n t e r e d  t h e  Convention Hall dur ing  Conunittee o f  
t h e  Whole. ) 

(4)  ADOPTION OF THE JOURNAL 

De lega t e  F e l i p e  Ata1. i~; :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I move t h a t  t h e  S~umnry  J o u r n a l  of t h e  - 
1 8 t h  Day and t h e  Verbatim T r a n s c r i p t s  c : f t l l e  l s t ,  2nd, 3 r d ,  4 t h  and 5 t h  Days t ~ e  
adopted . 

t 

The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

The Convention S e c r e t a r y  r e a d  t h e  fo l l owing  co~nrnunication: 

"The Honorable La r ry  I. Guer re ro ,  P r e s i d e n t  
and Honorable Delega tes  

Marianas  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention 
c / o  Saj.pan I n t e r c o n t i n e n t a l  Inn  
Sa ipan ,  Mariana I s l a n d s  96950 

Dear P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero and Honorable n e l e g a t e s :  

A s  your  Marianas L i a i son  O f f i c e r  i n  Washington, i t  is my p r i v i l e g e  and 
honor t o  convey t o  you n o t  on ly  my p e r s o n a l  g r e e t i n g s  and c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  
b u t  a l s o  t hose  of your  f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  Mainland upon t h e  c a l l i n g  of t h e  
Marianas  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention. 

Our f r i e n d s  i n  C a p i t o l  H i l l ,  Congressman P l i i l  Burton,  on beha l f  o f  
himself  and t l ie  members and s t a f f  of t h e  IIousc Conmittee on I n t e r i o r  
and l n s u l a r  A f f a i r s ,  and h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  i n  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  l l e legn t ion ;  
Sena t o r  Bennet t  Johns ton ,  on beha l f  of himself and h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  i n  
t h e  Sena te  Conlmittee on I n t e r i o r  and I i ~ s u l a r  A f f a i r s ;  Sena to r  Fong, 
on beha l f  of hiniself  and t h e  Hawaiian d e l e g a t i o n ,  former Ambassador 
F r a n k l i n  Hadyn Wil l iams,  Ambassador P h i l l i p  Manhard and t l ie s t a f f  of 
t h e  OPiSN and t h e  s t a f f  of t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  A f f a i r s ,  
Department of t h e  I n t e r i o r ;  Former High Conlmissioner W i l l  Goding; 
C o n t i n e n t a l  and Pan American A i r l i n e s ;  t h e  v a r i o u s  s e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  
Arined Forces  of t h e  U.S. ; fonuer  c o m m i s s i o ~ ~ e r s  o f  t h e  Fl icronesian \Jar 
Claims Conunlssion; t h e  l'eaac Corps; fonner  e x p a t r i a t e  employees of 
t h e  Governments of t h e  Nor thern  Plilrii-lna I s l a n d s  and t h e  l'rust? T e r r i t o r y ;  
and r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  Fla~:ianas i n  LIE Mai.nl.and Iiave c a l l e d  i n  t h e  o f f j . ce  
t o  convey t h e i r  b e s t  wi.shzs t o  a11 of you f o r  ~Lre I l i i , tor i .c  occa s ion  
of our  endeavor t o  f o rmu la t e  and adopt  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  tlie Marianas  
toward se1.f -govermcnt .  



"These f r i e n d s  of o u r s  i n  t h e  mainland have asked t o  b e  remenlbered by 
you and t h e  p e o p l e  of t h e  blar ianas  and t o  ex tend  t h e i r  b e s t  wishes  f o r  
a s u c c e s s f u l  conven t ion .  

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,  

Edward DLG. P a n g e l i n a n  
Marianas  Washington L i a i s o n  O f f i c e r  

(6) CObIMITTEE REPORTS 

Chairman Plafnas: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I have s e v e r a l  D e l e g a t e  P r o p o s a l s  t o  r e p o r t  
d i s p o s i t i o n  by your  Committee on Goverllmental I n s t i t u t i o n s .  D e l e g a t e  P r o p o s a l  
~ o . - 6 8 ,  r e g a r d i n g  "Removal of Execu t ive  Appointee  from O f f i c e , "  was a c c e p t e d  by 
your Conunittee. D e l e g a t e  P r o p o s a l  No. 65,  r e g a r d i n g  " t h e  E x e c u t i v e  Branch o f  
Government," which p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  Governor s h a l l  o r g a n i z e ,  a r m  and d i s c i p l i n e  
t h e  m i l i t i a  o f  t h e  Commonwealth, e t c . ,  e t c . ,  e t c .  To t h e  d i sappoin tment  and 
c o n s t e r n a t i o n  of t h e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  D e l e g a t e  M a r a t i t a ,  t h i s  P r o p o s a l  was unanimously 
d e f e a t e d .  I n s t e a d ,  your  Committee recommended t h a t  t h e  governor  s h a l l  b e  empowered 
t o  d e c l a r e  a s t a t e  o f  emergency and r e q u e s t  from t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  Government . 

a s s i s t a n c e  w i t h  m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l ,  o r  c a l l  upon t h e  l o c a l  law enforcement  t o  d e a l  
w i t h  t,he s t a t e  of emergency. De lega te  P r o p o s a l  No. 59,  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  p r e v i o u s  
P r o p o s a l  t h a t  I ment ioned,  " I n  t h e  e v e n t  of t h r e a t  of w a r  o r  i n s u r r e c t i o n ,  o r  
c i v i l  d i s t u r b a n c e .  ..... t h e  Governor i s  empowered t o  d e c l a r e  a s t a t e  of emergency." 
T h i s  P r o p o s a l  was a c c e p t e d  by your  Committee. D e l e g a t e  P r o p o s a l  No. 58 r e q u i r e s  
t h e  Governor t o  submit a n  a n n u a l  budget  t o  t h e  Congress and empowers t h e  Governor 
t o  e x e r c i s e  i t e m  v e t o  on a p p r o p r i a t i o n s .  T h i s  P r o p o s a l  was d e a l t  w i t h  by your  
Committee and a c c e p t e d  i n  p a r t .  Thank you, M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  

Chairman A t a l i g :  Your Committee on P e r s o n a l  R i g h t s  & N a t u r a l  Resources ,  M r .  
P r e s i d e n t ,  h a s  s u b m i t t e d  Committee Report  No. 5 f o r  t h e  Conven t ion ' s  cons ider -  
a t i o n .  I would a l s o  l i k e  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  Committee lias been worlcing v i g o r o u s l y  
on t h e  " P r i v a t e  Lands  M s t t e r s "  and i t  is e x p c c t c d  that t h l s  wcclc thc  P,cjpait tzi  
w i l l  f h i s h  t h e i r  a ss ignment  on p r i v a t e  l a n d s .  

Chairman F i t i a l :  P u r s u a n t  t o  your  r e q u e s t  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  s t a t u s  of D e l e g a t e  
P r o p o s a l s  r e f e r r e d  t o  s u b s t a n t i v e  commit tees ,  your  Committee on F i n a n c e ,  L o c a l  
Government and Other  Matters today  i s  s u b m i t t i n g  i t s  r e p o r t  on D e l e g a t e  P r o p o s a l s  
i n  w r i t i n g .  Copies  a r e  now be ing  d i s t r i b u t e d  by Mrs. Guer re ro .  A&O, p u r s u a n t  
t o  your second r e q u e s t  concern ing  co~nni i t tee  meet ing a t t e n d a n c e ,  your  chairman 
would l i k e  t o  r e p o r t ,  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of two D e l e g a t e s ,  a t t e n d a n c e  h a s  
been v e r y  good. 

INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING OF COFQIITTEE RECOMEENDATIONS - None. 

(8) SECOND AND FINAL READING OF PROPOSALS - None. 

(9) INTRODUCTION ANI) ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS 

D e l e g a t e  Olympio T.  Bor ja  moved t h a t  R e s o l u t i o n  No. 4 ,  a s  i n t r o d u c e d  by 
D e l e g a t e  Benigno F i t i a l ,  b e  adop ted  by t h e  Convention.  The mot ion was seconded.  

D e l e g a t e  Bor ja  a l s o  moved f o r  t h e  temporary s u s p e n s i o n  of Convention Rule 
No. 47 .  The mot ion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

D e l e g a t e  Bor ja  moved t h a t  wording b e  added t o  t h e  proposed R e s o l u t i o n  
between "A Reso lu t ion ' '  and t h e  f i r s t  "Whereas" c l a u s e .  IIe proposed t o  add 
"Conveying g r e e t i n g s  and b e s t  wishes  t o  P r e s i d e n t - E l e c t  James E a r l  Carter, Jr." 
The mot ion was seconded. 

D e l e g a t e  Benigno F i t i a l  moved t o  end d e b a t e .  The mot ion was seconded and 
c a r r i e d .  

The mot ion t o  amend, as o f f e r e d  by D e l e g a t e  Olympio T.  B o r j a  c a r r i e d .  
"I 

D e l e g a t e  0lympi.o T. Bor ja  moved t o  f u r t h e r  amend by adding a n o t h e r  "Wllereas'' 
cl.ause a f t e r  t h e  f i f t h  "Wlieseas" c l a u s e  runJ b c f o r c  "11e I t  l iesolved . I '  'l'he 
proposed wording was " \ h e r e a s ,  i t  i s  t h e  sense of t h e  d e l e g a t e s  of t h e  Cons t i -  
t u t i o n a l  Convention o f  t h e  Nor thern  Mariann I s la r lds  t h a t  P r c s i d c n t - E l e c t  C a r t e r  
slloulil recci.vt? due r e c o g n i t i o n .  froill 11i r; f u t u r e  fcl.:!cn! i \nler j .cans i n  t11c l , l a ~ - i i ~ n ; ~ t ; ;  

I I r~ub , ,  t f . c i : ~ i ~ ) r ~ : ,  . ' l ' l i ~ .  . , ~ o t . i t ) ~ ~  \,;.is; ~ ~ ~ t j l ~ d c d  iirid c i l r ~ i ~ d .  



COP\T\'l I O N  JOLIKIItIL -- 19eh Day 
~ovelrlber 5, 1976 

De l ega t e  F e l i p e  A t a l i g  o f f e r e d  an o r a l  anlendrnent t h a t  was d e f e a t e d .  

De l ega t e  Benign0 F i t i a l  moved t h a t  a l l :  Dc?lep,;ites t o  t h e  Ccnvenfj.on s i g n  
t h e  Reso lu t i on  i f  adopted as amended. The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

De lega te  Olylnpio T. Bor ja  moved t o  'inlend t h e ~ n o t i o n  t o  adopt  t h e  Res o lu t i on  a s  
o f f e r e d  by t h e  Coi~uliittee of t h e  \ h o l e .  The motion w a s  seconded and c a r r i e d .  

The motion t o  adopt  Reso lu t i on  No. 4 ,  a s  amended, c a r r i e d .  The Reso lu t i on  
i s  a s  f o l l ows :  

"Reso lu t ion  No. 4. 

A RESOLUTION 

Conveying g r e e t i n g s  and b e s t  wishes  t o  P r e s iden t -E l ec t  James E a r l  Carter. Jr. 

MIEREAS, pursuan t  t o  t h e  Covenant t o  E s t a b l i s h  a  Commonwealth of t h e  
Nor thern  l l a r i ana  I s l a n d s  i n  P o l i t i c a l  Union w i t h  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  of 
America, t h e  peop l e  of t h e  Nor thern  Mariana I s l a n d s  a r e  engaged i n  t h e  
h i s t o r i c  t a s k  of d r a f t i n g  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n ;  and 

WHEREAS, t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention h a s  heard  t h e  r e s u l t s  of  t h e  
e l e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  O f f i c e  of P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s ;  and 

WHEREAS, t h e  Commonwealth C o n s t i t u t i o n  w i l l  t a k e  e f fec t :  du r ing  t h e  tern 
of o f f i c e  of t h e  n e x t  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s ;  and 

WHEREAS, t h e  people  of t h e  Nor thern  Ph r i ana  I s l a n d s  d e s i r e  t o  s e c u r e  
e f f e c t i v e  and c o o p e r a t i v e  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  Government of t h e  United 
S t a t e s  of America, now and i n  t h e  f u t u r e ;  and 

WHEIUS, such good r e l a t i o n s  i n v o l v e  c l o s e  t i e s  between ou r  peop l e  and 
t h e  e l e c t e d  o f f i c e r s  and o t h e r  o f f i c i a l s  of t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s ;  and 

WHEREAS, i t  i s  t h e  s ense  of t h e  d e l e g a t e s  of t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  don- 
v e n t i o n  of the. Nor thern  Mariana 1sl .ands t h a t  P r e s iden t -E l ec t  C a r t e r  
shou ld  r e c e i v e  due r e c o g n i t i o n  from h i s  f u t u r e  f e l l o w  Americans i n  
t h e  Marianas;  now, t h e r e f o r e ,  

BE IT  RESOLVED, That  t h e  g r e e t i n g s  and b e s t  wishes  of t h e  de lGgates  t o  
t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention of t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  'be  
expressed  t o  t h e  IIonorable James E a r l  C a r t e r ,  J r . ,  on t h e  occa s ion  of 
h i s  v i c t o r y  i n  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n ;  and 

BE IT  FURTHER RESOLVED, That  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Con- 
v e n t i o n  b e  r eques t ed  t o  send a  copy of t h e  t e x t  of t h i s  Reso lu t i on  t o  
t h e  Honorable James E a r l  Carter, Jr .  

Adopted: November 5 ,  1976" 

(10) UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None. 

(11) SI'ECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY - None. 

(12) GENERAL ORDERS OF THE DAY 

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero:  We have two i t ems  t o  b e  d i s cus sed  today d u r i n g  t h e  
Committee of t h e  h J o l e .  They a r e  Co~nmittee Reco~~uncndation No. 3 from t h e  
Commit t e e  on Govelnmental I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  r ega rd ing  "Legislative Branch of  
Government," and Committee Recornlendation No. 5 from t h e  Conunittee on P e r s o n a l  
Righ ts  and N a t u r a l  Resources ,  r ega rd ing  "Pub l i c  Lands." 

Delega te  H i l a r i o  Diaz:  I move t h a t  t h e  Convention r e s o l v e  i t s e l f  i n t o  t h e  - --.- 
Conunittee o f  t h e  \ h o l e .  

Tlie mot ion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

P r e s i d e n t  Gucrrero:  I would l i k e  t o  have Delega te  h ln r a t i t a  Cha i r  t h e  Cormnittce -- 
of tlic Whole f o r  t<day. 



CONVEh'TIO. OUIINAL -- 1 9 t h  Day 
November 5 ,  1976 

Delega te  David M a r a t i t a :  I a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  honor ,  b u t  I would l i k e  t o  y i e l d  t o  
someone who h a s  n o t  been Chairman of t l ie Committee o f  t h e  Whole. 

P r e s i d e n t  Gucr re ro :  W i l l  De lega te  Dela  Cruz Cha i r  t h e  Committee of the'Wtlole? 

D e l e g a t e  Pedro Dc1.a Cruz: M r .  P r e s i d c n t ,  I have t o  l e a v e  on a i r p o r t  m a t t e r s  - 
and I have<Tready r e p o r t e d  t h i s  e a r l i e r .  I thank you f o r  t h e  o f f e r .  

P r e s i d e n t  Guer re ro :  I c a l l  on D e l e g a t e  Juan  P .  Tenor io  from Sa ipan  t o  C h a i r  
t h e  Committee o f  t h e  Whole. 

The Convention r e s o l v e d  i n t o  t h e  Committee o f  t h e  Whole a t  2 : 4 b  p.m. 
. 

The Convention reconvened i n  Plenary S e s s i o n  a t  4 :48 p.m. 

Chairman Juan  P.  T e n o r i o :  The Committee o f  t h e  Whole h a s  adopted Committee 
Recommendation No. 3 fro-u t h e  Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  r lzgarding 
" L e g i s l a t i v e  Branch of Government." 

4 

R e g r e t f u l l y ,  t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole dec ided  t o  d e f e r  a c t i o n  on Committee 
Reconmendation No. 5 from t h e  Committee.on P e r s o n a l  Kigh t s  and N a t u r a l  Kesources ,  
r e g a r d i n g  " P u b l i c  Lands. " 

Chairman'Jose P. Mafnas: I move t h a t  t h e  Convent ion a d o p t  on F i r s t  Reading 
C o ~ m i t t e e  Recolnmendation No. 3 ,  r e g a r d i n g  " L e g i s l a t i v e  Branch o f  Government," 
f rom t h e  Conunittee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s .  

The mot ion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

(13) MISCELLANEOUS - None. 

(14) ANNOUNCEMENTS \ 

'v 
Chairman J o s e  P. Mafnas: Your Comuit tee  on Goverllmental I n s t i t u t i o n s  w i l l  

Chairman F e l i p e  A t a l i g :  Your Committee on P e r s o n a l  R i g h t s  and N a t u r a l  Resources 
w i l l  meet tomorrow a t  9:00 a.m. 

Chairman Benign0 F i t i a l :  -- The Committee on F inance ,  Loca l  Governmenf and O t h e r  
M a t t e r s  w i l l  r e c e s s  f o r  t h e  weekend. 

D e l e g a t e  H i l a r i o  Diaz :  I move t h a t  t h e  Convention r e c e s s  u n t i l  Monday morning,  
November 8 ,  1976, a t  10:OO a.m. 

P r e s i d e n t  Guer re ro :  I would r e s p e c t f u l l y  l i k e  t o  remind t h e  D e l e g a t e s  t h a t  
t h e  Convention shou ld  a t  l e a s t  have Couunittee Meet ings  o v e r  t h e  weekend. 

D e l e g a t e  Benigno F i t i a l :  The Committee on F inance ,  Loca l  Government and Other  
M a t t e r s  h a s  n o t h i n g  t o  d i s c u s s  u n t i l  Monday. 

De lega te  F e l i p e  A t a l i g :  Your Committee on P e r s o n a l  R i g h t s  and N a t u r a l  Resources  
w i l l  n o t  b e  mee t ing  on Sunday. 

P r e s i d e n t  Guer re ro :  May I a s k  t h e  c o n s u l t a n t s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  law t h a t  
t h e  C o n v e ~ l t i o n  w i l l  meet everyday f u r  50 c o n s e c u t i v e  days ;  s i n c e  t h e r e  a r e  
no Committee Meetings o r  P l e n a r y  S e s s i o n  or1 Sunday, w i l l  t h i s  b e  i n  accordance  
w i t h  t h e  Law? 

C o n s u l t a n t  Wf l lcns :  -- I n  o u r  v iew,  t h e  a c t i o n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h i s  Convention 
r e q u i r e s  t h a t  you complete  your  work i n  50 d a y s ;  i t  does  n o t  r e q u i r e  t h a t  
you meet each  and everyday w i t h i n  t h o s e  50 d a y s .  Tha t  i s  o u r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
o f  t h e  Act. 

Delegate David M a r a t i t a :  I n  t e rms  of s a l a r y ,  when t h e r e  a r e  no m e e t i n g s ,  w i l l  
we b e  p a i d  by t h e  Convent ion?:  b 

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero:  The law s a y s  D e l e g a t e s  w i l l  be p a i d  when meet ing and working 
f o r  t h e  Convention,  t l ie  Cliair a l s o  s a y s  t h a t  ~ 1 1 ~ 1 1  you a re  n o t  mee t ing ,  whetlier 
i n  P lenary  S e s s i o n  o r  Conunittee mee t ing ,  t l i e r e  w i l l  be  no s a l a r y  p a i d  f o r  t h o s e  
days .  



. - 
+ - Dclegnte  Josc  Borjn:  Tllere i s  a l s o  the p o s s l b l i t y  t h a t  some Conuuittcc 1ne1;lbcrs worl: 

a t  u ig l l t .  Sometimes we work f o r  more t l l a~ l  c ig l l t  Ilours. As long a:; we WOI-k a t  
n i g h t ,  t h a t  j u s t i f i e s  be ing  pa id .  

Delegate  Manuel Tenorio:  - I would l i k e  t o  be  e n l i g h t e n e d  i n  r e g a r d s  t o  tlie 
law. Uoes i t  s t a t e  t h a t  a work day  w i l l  be 8 hours?  

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrcro:  The law s t a t e s  you w i l l  be p a i d  f o r  "a Convention Day," 
& 

whether  i t  be 8 hours  o r  even i f  we have t o  work a t  n i g h t .  

De l ega t e  David M a r a t i t a :  It would appear  t o  me, i f  a De lega te  comes t o  
a committee meet ing o r  p l ena ry  s e s s i o n ,  t hen  he  i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  pay. B u t  
i f  t h e r e  is  no s e s s i o n  o r  cormnittee mee t ing ,  t hen  t h e  Delcgagc! i s  n o t  e n t i t l e d  
t o  pay. 

U e l x a t e  Gregorio  Calvo: I would l i k e  t o  announce t h a t  t h e  Rota Delega t ion  is  - 
w i l l i n g  t o  s t a y  ove r  t he  weekend and work s o  t h a t  we w i l l  n o t  be accused 
any f u r t h e r  of de l ay ing  t h e  work o f  t h i s  Convention.  

Chairman J o s e  P.  Mafnas: I f  t h e  main motion w i l l  be  withdrawn, I would l i k e  
t o  make a n o t h e r  motion.  , 

Delega te  H i l a r i o  Diaz:  I withdraw my motion.  

De lega te  J o s e  P .  Mafnas: I move t han  on Sunday t h e  Delega tes  w i l l  r e p o r t  back 
t o  t h e i r , c o n s t i t u e n t s  and r e p o r t  t he  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  Convention,  and I move 
t h a t  t h e  Convention r e c e s s  u n t i l  lionday a t  2:00 p.m. 

The motion was seconded and d e f e a t e d .  

De lega te  P e t e  Ogo: C l a r i f i c a t i o n  should  b e  made on r e c o r d  t h a t  t h e  motion - 
w a s  d e f e a t e d  because i t  s t a t e d  t h a t  on Sunday t h e  Delega tes  should  r e p o r t  
back t o  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  p r e c i n c t s ,  n o t  j u s t  f o r  o u t e r  j - s lands .  

F loo r  Leader Rasa: I move t h a t  t h e  Col?vention r e c e s s  u n t i l  Monday a t  2:00 p.m. 

.Tne mocion was secundeci iiud c a L ~ i e J .  

The Convention r ece s sed  a t  5:15 p.m. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y  submi t t ed ,  

Pedro M .    tali^ 
Convention S e c r e t a r y  



CONSTITUTIONAL COIW3JTION 
of t h e  

NOItTHEKN PURIANA ISLANDS 

Summary J o u r n a l  

NINETEEIilIl DAY 
F r i d a y ,  November 5, 1976 

(1 )  The C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convent ion of t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mariana I s l a n d s  was c a l l e d  t o  . 
o r d e r  at 2:07 p.m. 

The Honorable  Lorenzo I. G u e r r e r o ,  P r e s i d e n t ,  p r e s i d e d .  

(2) A moment of s i l e n t  p r a y e r  was observed .  

(3)  The Convent ion S e c r e t a r y  c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l .  T h e r e  were  33 D e l e g a t e s  p r e s e n t .  
D e l e g a t e s  C a r l o s  S.  CnmacQo, J o s e  R. Cruz,  Herman Q. G u e r r e r o ,  F r a n c i s c o  T. 
P a l a c i o s ,  Oscar  C. Rasa and  J o a q u i n  S. T o r r e s  were excused.  No D e l e g a t e s  were 
a b s e n t .  A quorum was p r e s e n t .  

( D e l e g a t e  Benigno F i t i a l  moved t h a t  D e l e g a t e s  n o t  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  b e  excused.  
The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d . )  

( D e l e g a t e s  Rasa  and T o r r e s  e n t e r e d  t h e  Convent ion H a l l  d u r i n g  Committee of 
t h e  Whole.: 

ADOPTION OF THE JOURNAL 

D e l e g a t e  F e l i p e  A t a l i g  moved t h a t  t h e  Summary J o u r n a l  of t h e  1 8 t h  Day and 
t h e  Verba t im T r a n s c r i p t s  of Days 1 t h r o u g h  5 b e  adop ted .  The mot ion was seconded 
and c a r r i e d .  

The Convent ion S e c r e t a r y  r e a d . a  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  Convent ion from Edward DLG. 
P a n g e l i n a n ,  conveying b e s t  wishes  t o  t h e  Convent ion from v a r i o u s  f r i e n d s  on t h e  
Mainland.  M r .  P a n g e l i n a n  i s  t h e  Marianas/Washington L i a i s o n  O f f i c e r .  

(6) COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Chairman Mafnas gave an  o r a l ' r e p o r t  on d i s p o s i t i o n  of v a r i o u s  D e l e g a t e  
P r o p o s a l s  by t h e  Committee o n  Governmental  I n s t i t u t i o n s .  

Chairman A t a l i g  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  Committee on P e r s o n a l  R i g h t s  & N a t u r a l  
R e s o u r c e s  had s u b m i t t e d  Committee Repor t  and Recommendation No. 5 ,  r e g a r d i n g  
" P u b l i c  Lands.'' Ile a l s o  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  Gonunittee was working v i g o r o u s l y  
o n  t h e  m a t t e r  of p r i v a t e  l a n d s  and t h e y  a n t i c i p a t e d  comple t ing  t h e i r  work on 
t h a t  m a t t e r  soon. 

a - 
Chairman F i t i a l  s u b m i t t e d  a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  showing d i s p o s i t i o n  of D e l e g a t e  

P r o p o s a l s  by t h e  C o m i t t e e  on F i n a n c e ,  L o c a l  Government and O t h e r  Matters. H e  
r e p o r t e d  o r a l l y  t h a t  Committee members' a t t e n d a n c e ,  w i t h  t h e ' e x c e p t i o n  of two 
members, had  been v e r y  good. 

(7) INTRODUCTION AnTD FIRST READING OF COMTTEE RECOPPIENDATIONS - None. 

(8) SECOND AND FINAL READING OF PROPOSALS -- None. . 
(9) INTRODUCTION AND ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS 

D e l e g a t e  Olympio T. B o r j a  moved t h a t  R e s o l u t i o n  No. 4 ,  a s  i n t r o d u c e d  by 
D e l e g a t e  Benigno F i t i a l ,  b e  adopted by t h e  Convent ion.  The mot ion  was seconded. 

D e l e g a t e  B o r j a  a l s o  moved f o r  t h e  temporary s u s p e n s i o n  of Convent ion Rule  
No. 47. The mot ion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  I 

D e l e g a t e  B o r j a  moved t h a t  wording b e  added t o  t h e  proposed R e s o l u t i o n  
between "A Resolution" and t h e  f i r s t  "kTherccls." Ilc proposcd t o  add "Conveying 
g r e e t i n g s  and t h e  b e s t  w i s h e s  t o  P r e s i d e n t - E l e c t  James L a r l  C a r t e r ,  Jr." 



Delegate  Benigno P i t i a l  moved t o  end debate .  The motion was seconded and 
c a r r i e d .  

The motion t o  amend, as o f f e r e d  by Delega te  ' 0 1 ~ n l ~ j . o  T. Bor ja ,  c a r r i e d .  

Delega te  Olyrnpio T. Bor ja  moved t o  f u r t h e r  amend by adding another  "Whereas" 
c l a u s e  a f t e r  t h e  f i f t h  "Wl~ereas" c l a u s e  and b e f o r e  "Be It Resolved." The 
proposed wording was "WHEIEAS, i t  i s  t h e  sense  of t h e  d e l e g a t e s  of t h e  Consti-  
t u t i o n a l  Convention of t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  t h a t  Pres ident -Elec t  C a r t e r  
should r e c e i v e  due r e c o g n i t i o n  from h i s  f u t u r e  f e l l o w  Americans i n  t h e  Marianas; 
now, t he re fo re , " .  The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

Delega te  F e l i p e  A t a l i g  o f f e r e d  an  o r a l  amendment t h a t  was de fea t ed .  

Delega te  Benigno F i t i a l  moved t h a t  a l l  Delega tes  t o  t h e  Convention s i g n  
t h e  Resolu t ion  i f  adopted as.amended. The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

Delega te  Olympio T. Bor ja  moved t o  amend t h e  main motion t o  adopt  t h e  
Reso lu t ion  by t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole. The motion was seconded and de fea t ed .  

1 

The motion t o  adopt  Resolu t ion  No. 4 ,  a s  amended, c a r r i e d .  

(10) UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None. 

(11) SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY - None. 

(12) GENERAL ORDERS OF THE DAY 

De lega te  H i l a r i o  Diaz moved t h a t  t h e  Convention r e s o l v e  i t s e l f '  i n t o  t h e  
Committee of t h e  Whole i n  o rde r  t o  cons ide r  Committee Recommendation No. 3 from 
t h e  Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  r ega rd ing  " L e g i s l a t i v e  Branch of 
Government.", and Committee Recommendation No. 5 from t h e  Committee on Personal  
R igh t s  and Na tu ra l  Resources,  regard ing  "Publ ic  Lands.". The motion was seconded 
and c a r r i e d .  The P r e s i d e n t  asked Delega te  Juan P. Tenorio t o  p r e s i d e  over  t h e  
Conlmittee of t h e  Whole. 

b 

The Convention r e so lved  i n t o  t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole a t  2:40 p.m. 

The Convention reconvened i n  P lenary  Sess ion  a t  4:58 p.m. 

Chairman Tenorio r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole had adopted 
Committee Recommendation No. 3 from t h e  Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  
r ega rd ing  " ~ e g i s l a t i v e  Branch of Government." He a l s o  r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e  
Committee had r e g r e t f u l l y  de fe r r ed  a c t i o n  on Committee Recommendation No. 5 
from t h e  Cormnittee on Pe r sona l  Rights  & Natu ra l  Resources,  regard ing  "Publ ic  
Lands. " 

Chairman Mafnas moved t h a t  Committee Recommendation No. 3 from t h e  Committee 
on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  regard ing  " L e g i s l a t i v e  Branch of Government.", be 
adopted by t h e  Convention on F i r s t  Reading. The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

L-. (13) MISCELwEOUS - None. 

.. 
(14) ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Chairman Mafnas announced t h a t  t h e  Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s  
would meet t h e  fol lowing morning a t  n i n e  o ' c lock .  

Chairman Ata l ig  announced t h a t  t h e  Committee on Pe r sona l  R igh t s  & Iqatural 
Resources would a l s o  meet t h e  fo l lowing  morning a t  n i n e  o ' c lock .  

* 

Chairman F i t i a l  announced t h a t  t h e  Con~mittee on Finance,  Loca l  Government 
and Na tu ra l  Kcsources would r e c e s s  f o r  t h e  weekend. 

There was discussicsr~.,regardir?g a l a c k  of conmi t tee  n c e t i r g s  on Sunday and 
whether o r  no t  t h e  Delega tes  would r e c e i v e  a - s a l a r y  ' f o r  t h e  weekend. 

Delega te  H i l a r i o  Diaz moved t h a t  t h e  C o ~ v e n t i o ~  r e c e s s  u n t i l  Monday morning 
a t  t e n  o '  c lock.  

There was f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  regard ing  s a l a r y  and p e r  diem f o r  t h e  Celegates .  



Suz:9an 4 o u r n a l  -- 19t l1  D;ly 
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Delegate Diaz withdrew his motion to recess. 

Delegate Jose Mafnas moved that the Delegates report back to their consti- 
tuents on Sunday, regarding progress of theLConvention, and that the Convention 
recess until Monday afternoon at two o'clock. The motion was seconded and 
defeated. 

Delegate Pete Ogo asked that the record reflect that the defeated motion 
was asking for all Delegates to report back to their constituents, and not just 
those from the outer islands. 

Floor Leader Rasa moved that the Convention recess until Monday afternoon 
at two o'clock. The motion was seconded and carried. 

The Convention recessed at 5:15 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

& d4* &+ 
Pedro M. Atalig 
Convention Secretary 


