
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 
01 t h e  

NORTIIEm MARIAN,4 ISLPJTDS 

VERBATIM .JOIJRNN, - (TRANSCRIPT) ---- 

TWENTY-SECOND DAY 
Monday, November 8, 1976 

(1)' The C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention of t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  was c a l l e d  
t o  o rde r  a t  2:15 p.m. 

The Honorable Lorenzo I. Guerrero,  P r e s i d e n t ,  p res ided .  

(2) A moment of s i l e n t  prayer  was observed. 

(3)  The Convention s e c r e t a r y ' c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l .  There were 37 Delegates  p re sen t .  
Delegates  Daniel  Castro and Jose  Mafnas were absent .  No Delegates  were excused. 
A quorum was p re sen t .  

ADOPTION OF THE JOURNAL -- 

Floor  Leader Rasa: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I move f o r  t h e  adoption of t h e  Sunmary Jou rna l  - -- 
of t h e  19 th  Day. 

The motion was seconded. 

Convention Sec re t a ry :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e r e  a r e  ttro c o r r e c t i o n s  t h a t  should 5e 
made. On t h e  second page, s i x t h  paragraph,  i t  shcs ld  show tha: Delegate  Bor j a ' s  
motion t o  amend the  main i~ io t ion  c a r r i e d .  On t h e  t h i r d  page a t  t h e  top ,  b e i o r e  
Delegate  Diaz withdrew h i s  motion, i t  should r e f l e c t  t h z t  Delegate  Gregorio 
Calvo made t h e  fc l lowlng  s ta tement :  "The Rota Delegat ion i s  w i l l i n g  to s t a y  and 
work over t h e  ~ e e k e n r l ,  sn tho!: ck~y?.C1; n.~ t  22,--$2 - )'r ~ C C . - ; _ I S E ~  .>f dg! lz_yi_r~ .+ C ~ Z  v~rl :  
of t h e  Convention. I would l i k e  t h i s  t:o he  r e f l e c t e d  on t h e  ~ e c o s d . "  

Motion t o  a d o p t ' t h e  Summary J o u r n a l  of t h e  19 th  Day c a r r i e d .  

(5) COMMUNICATIONS - Norie . 
(6) EMMITTEE REPORTS 

Acting Chairman Pa lac ios :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  your C o m i t t e e  on Personal  Rights  5 
Natura l  Resources has  completed i t s  work on eminent doi:iain and on behalf  of 
the.Committee I submit t h e  Committee's Report and recornended c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
p rov i s ions  on eminent domain and ask  t h a t  i t  be ca lcndsrcd  f o r  cons ide ra t ion  by 
t h e  C o m i t t e e  of t h e  Whole a t  t h e  earl-i .est  p o s s i b l e  time. 

Acting Chairman Prudencio Pianglona: Your Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s  
i s  s t i l l  working on t h e  ma t t e r  of -the "Execst ivc Branch." 

Chairman F i t t a l :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  on behalf  of t h e  Committee on Finance, Local  
Government and Other Mat te rs ,  I have t h e  honor 20 p re sen t  t o  t h e  Ccnvention, 
f o r  cons ide ra t ion  i n  Committee of t h e  Whole, Committee Recommendation No. 7 on 
"Oath of Off ice ."  We have examined assi.duously c o n s t i t u t i o n s  of o t n e r  s t a t e s  on 
t h e  requirements  f o r  and wording of a  const i tut iona:L oa th  of o f f i c e .  We have 
a l s o  reviewed Sec t ion  204 of t h e  Covenant which r e q u i r e s  t h a t  a l l  members of 
t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and a l l  o f f i c e r s  and emgloyees of t h e  government t a k e  an oa th  

- 
of a f f i r m a t i o n  t o  suppor t  t h e  Covenant, Cornoilwealth C c n s t i t u t i c n  and a p p l i c a b l e  
p rov i s ions  of t h e  Federa l  Cons t i t u t ion ,  t r e a t i e s ,  and laws. M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  
based on t h e  Covenant p rov i s ion ,  we have proposed a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  oa th  t h a t  
would be  r equ i r ed  of a l l  l e g i s l a t o r s  and o f f i c e r s  and employees of t h e  Common- 
weal th and p o l i t i c a l  subdivi.sions the reo f .  I recornmend, 0x1 behalf  of my 
col leagues  on your Committee on Finance, Local Governnient and Other Mat te rs  
t h a t  t h e  Convention, meeting i n  Committee of t h e  Wh'ole, adopt t h e  proposed 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  language on an oa.th of o f f i  c.e and t h e  Committee ~ec'romnendation 
No. 7 and Report. 

IXTRODUCTION iJD FIRST READING OF PROPOSALS ---. - 
Chairman F i t i a l :  A t  t.llis t ime I would li.ice t o  -i.nt~:c;tlucc Rcco!n.nendati.on No. 7 --- 
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from the  Committee on Finance, Local Government and Other Mat ters ,  regarding 
"Oath of Office." ,  and I a sk  t h a t  i t  be placed on the  ca lendar  under General 
Orders of t h e  Day f o r  cons ide ra t ion  by t h e  ComJ.t'tee of t h e  Whole f o r  F i r s t  
Reading. 

Acting Chairman Palac ios :  A t  t h i s  time I ask  t h a t  Comrrittee Recommendation - 
No. 6, regard ing  "Eminent Domain.", from t h e  Committee on Personal  Rights  & 
Natura l  Resources be calendered f o r  F i r s t  Reading. 

(8) SECOND AND FINAL READING OF PROPOSALS - - None. 

(9) ' INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS 

Delegate Ramon Villagomez: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I would l i k e  t o  in t roduce  a  Resolut ion 
which I w i l l  read: 

"A RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, t h e  people a£ t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  have e l e c t e d  a  new 
group of l e g i s l a t o r s ,  includfng de lega te s  t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention, 
a s  members of t h e  new l e g i s l a t u r e ;  and 

WHEREAS, t h e  de lega te s  and t h e  o the r  new l e g i s l a t o r s  w i l l  ensure  t h a t  
p reps ra t ion  f o r  t h e  Cormnonwealth government i s  e f f i c i e n t  and thorough; and 

WHEREAS, the  s p i r i t  of u n i t y ,  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  and f a i r n e s s  necessary t o  the  
above endeavors i s  being promoted by the  de lega te s  and t h e  o t h e r  l e g i s -  
l a t o r s ;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT  RESOLVED, That t h e  Northern Marianas C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
Convention o f f e r s  i t s  s i n c e r e  congra tu l a t ions  t o  t h e  de lega te s  and the  
o t h e r  members of t h e  1:ew l e g i s l a t u r e .  

r, 

Offered by: Ramon G .  Villagomcz" 
v 

Convention Secre tary :  Delegate Villagomez, t h e r e  i s  an e r r o r  i n  t h e  Resolut ion.  
I ' m  s u r e  i t ' s  a  typographical  e r r o r ,  bu t  "ef fec t iveness"  i s  misspe l led .  

("Effect iveness was o r i g i n a l l y  s p e l l e d  "ef f e c i t i v e n e s s  .I1) 

, 
Pres iden t  Guerrero: I would suggest  t h a t  t h e  Sec re t a ry  and in t roduae r  of t h e  
Resolut ion g e t  t oge the r  and c o r r e c t  t h a t  typographica l  e r r o r .  

(10) UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None. 

(11) SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY - None. 

(12) GENERAL ORDERS OF THE DAY - None. 

(13) MSCELLANEOUS 

- Delegate Ramon Villagomez: M r .  P r e s i d e a t ,  I would l i k e  t o  a sk  t h e  Convention 
t o  recognize the  presence of Senator  Manuel Muna from Saipan, Senator-Elect 
Pedro Guerrero from Saipan,  and a l l  o the r  v i s i t o r s  present  i n  t h e  Convention 
Hal l .  

P res iden t  Guerrero: The Chair a l s o  recognizes t h e  presence of t he  Vice-Speaker 
of t h e  Municipal Council ,  M r .  P l a s ido  Tagabuel. 

(14) ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Chairman F i t i a l :  M r .  P re s iden t ,  your Committee on Finance, Local Government and 
Other Matters  w i l l  meet immediately fol lowing t h e  Plenary Sess ion ,  i n  t h e i r  
u sua l  meeting p lace .  

Acting Chairman Pa lac ios :  M r .  P re s iden t ,  t h e  Cornnittee on Pe r sona4Righ t s  & 
Natura l  Resources w i l l  meet r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  se s s ion  a t  t h e  Collunittee's o f f i c e .  

Act* Chairman Manglona: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  your Colilrnittee OR Goverrlmental I n s t i -  -- - 
t u t i o n s  w i l l  meet r i g h t  a f t e r  t h i s  s e s s ion ,  i n  t h i s  Convention Hal l .  



C C N V ~ J T L O P U '  JOUIIPLZT, -- 22nd Day 
November 8, 1976 

Floor Leader Rasa:  I move that the Convention recess until two o'clock 
tomorrow. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

The Convention recessed at 2:30 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Pedro I!. Atalig 
r 

Convention Secretary 


