
CONSTITUTIONbL CONVENTION 
of t h e  

NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

Summary J o u r n a l  

Twenty-Third Day 
Tuesday, November 9 ,  1976 

(1) The C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention of t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  was c a l l e d  
t o  o rde r  a t  2:10 p.m. 

The Honorable Lorenzo I. Guerrero,  P r e s i d e n t ,  p r e s ided .  

(2) A moment of s i l e n t  p raye r  w a s  observed. 

( 3 )  The Convention Sec re t a ry  c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l .  The re  were 35 Delegates  p re sen t .  
Delega tes  J o s e  R. Cruz, D?niel P.  Cas t ro ,  Olympio T. Borja  and Luis  M. Lines 
were excused. No Delegates  were absent .  A quorum was p re sen t .  

(F loor  Leader Rasa moved t h a t  t hose  Delega tes  n o t  i n  a t t endance  be excused. 
The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d . )  

(4) ADOPTION OF THE JOURNAL 

Floor  Leader Rasa moved t h a t  t h e  Summary J o u r n a l  of t h e  22nd Day be  adopted. 
The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

(5) COEIUNICATIONS - None. 

(6) COMMITTEE mPORTS 

Chairman A t a l i g  r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e  Committee on Pe r sona l  Rights  & Natu ra l  . . 
Ersuurses  ha3 coupleirci  Cunmittre Report iqo. 7: regard ing  " ~ a c u r a l  Resources.",  
and t h a t  i t  should be p laced  on t h e  ca lendar  f o r  F i r s t  Reading. 

* 

Chairman Mafnas r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e  Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s  
was s t i l l  d e l i b e r a t i n g  on "Executive Branch." 

Chairman F i t i a l  r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e  .Committee on Finance,  Local  Government and 
Other Ma t t e r s  had completed d e l i b e r a t i o n s  and adopted t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  language 
f o r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  on "Local Goverdment." He s a i d  t h e  Committee Report and 
Recommendation would be  completed and p re sen ted  t o  t h e  Convention t h e  fo l lowing  
day. 

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e  Committee on Organiza t ion  and Procedures  
had scheduled  Committee Report and Recommendation No. 5 ,  regard ing  "Publ ic  Lands.", 
f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole f o r  F i r s t  Reading t h a t  day. He 
s a i d  each Delega te  should c o r r e c t  h i s  Order of Business  t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  added 
cons ide ra t ion .  , .  . 

(7) IhTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING OF COHMITTEE RECOMXENDATIONS 

Chairman A t a l i g  in t roduced  Committee Recommendation No. 7 ,  regard ing  "Natural  
Resources.", from t h e  Committee on Personal  Rights  & Natu ra l  Resources. He asked 
t h a t  i t  be p laced  on t h e  ca lendar  f o r  F i r s t  Reading. 

(8) SECOIJD AND FINAL READING OF PROPOSALS - None. 

(9) INTRODUCTION OF PSSOLUTIONS - None. 

(10) UhTINISHED BUSINESS 

The Convention Sec re t a ry  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  Committee on Pe r sona l  Rights  6 
Natura l  Resources had recommende$ r e - r e f e r r a l  of Delegate  Proposa l  No. 26 t o  t h e  
Committee on Finance,  Local  Government and Other Plat ters .  They al'so recommended 
r e - r e f e r r a l  of Delegate  Proposa l  No. 21 t o  :he Committce on Governmental I n s t i -  
t u t i o n s .  

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero s t a t e d . t h a t  t h e  C o ~ m i t t e e  on Organiza t ion  and Procedures  



would take the matter under advisement and reassign the Delegate Proposals. 

(11) SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY - None. 

(12) GENERAL ORDERS OF THE DAY 

Floor Leader Rasa moved that the Convention resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole in order to consider Committee Recommendation No. 5, 
"Public Lands. I' , Committee Recommendation No. 6, "Eminent Domain. " , and Committee 
Recommendation No. 7, "Oath of Office." The motion was seconded and carried. 
President Guerrero appointed Delegate Pedro Dela Cruz to preside over the Committee 
of the Whole. 

The Convention resolved into the Committee of the Whole at 2:18 p.m. 

The Convention reconvened in Plenary Session at 4:45 p.m. 

Chairman Dela Cruz reported that the Committee of the Whole had adopted 
Committee Recommendation No. 5, "Public Lands. " ,. with an amendment. He also 
reported that Committee Recommendations No. 6, "Eminent Domain.", and No. 7, 
"Oath of Office.", had been adopted without amendment. 

Chairman Dela Cruz moved that the Convention ad~pt the Recormnendations, as 
adopted by the Committee of the Whole. The motion was seconded and carried. 
The Convention adopted on First Reading Committee Recommendation No. 6, "Eminent 
Domain.", from the Committee on Personal Rights & Natural Resources, and 
Committee Recommendation No. 7, "Oath of Office.", from the Committee on Finance, 
Local Government and Other Matters without change. The Convention also adopted, 
as amended, Committee Recommendation No. 5, "Public Lands.", from the Committee 
on Personal Rights & Natural Resources. The amendment to Committee Recommendation 
No. 5, "Public Lands.", is as follows : 

Committee Recommendation No. 5: Public Lands 

Section 5(a) The Corporation shall make available some portion of 
the public lands for a homestead progran. No personal shalt be 
eligible for more than one agricultural and village homestead. No 
person shall receive title to a homestead for five years after the 
grant of a homestead or shall be able to transfer title to a 
homestead within ten years of receipt thereof provided, however, 
that these requirements shall be waived for persons who have 
established a continuous residence on public lands for at least 20 
years as of the effectiye date of this Constitution. Other require- 
ments for eligibility for the homestead program and the nature of 
the interest in land to be transferred by the Corporation shall be 
as provided by law. 

(13) MISCELLANEOUS 

President Guerrero stated that the Resolution adopted for submission to 
President-Elect Carter was being circulated on the Convention Floor for signatures 
of all Delegates. He asked that it be completed during the session and.returned 
to the Convention Secretary. 

Chairman Fitial announced that the Committee on Finance, Local Government 
and Other Matters would meet the following morning at nine o'clock. 

Chairman Atalig announced that the Comittee on Personal Rights & Natural 
Resources would meet the following morning at nine o'clock. 

Chairman Mafnas announced that the Committee on Governmental Institutions 
would also meet the following morning at nine o'clock. 

President Guerrero announced that there would fie a meeting immediately 
following the session of all Convention officers, including the three vice- 
presidents and three chairmen of the substantive committees. I 

Floor Leader Rasa moved that the Convention recess until two o'clock the 
following afternoon. The motion was seconded and carried. 



Surn-.nr J o u r n n l  -- 2 3 r d  Day 
Novcn~t 9 ,  1 9  7 6 

The Convention recessed at 4 : 5 0  p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pedro M. Atalig 
Convention Secretary 


