
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 
of ttlc? 

NOK'RII.:IUJ M A R I N A  ISLIWDS 

Twenty-Fourth Day 
Wednnaday,  November 10, 1976 

(1) The C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention of t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  was c a l l e d  
t o  o r d e r  a t  2:03 p.m. 

Tilt? Ilonornblc? Lorenzo 1. Guerrero, Prcs  ldcn t , presidetl. 

(2) A moment of s i l e n t  p rayer  was observed. 

(3) The Convention Secre ta ry  c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l .  There were 33 Delegates  p resen t .  
Delegates  Olympio T. Borja ,  Daniel P. Cas t ro ,  Francisco T. Pa lac ios ,  Oscar C. 
Rasa, Manuel A. Tenorio and Joaquin S. Torres  were excused. No Delegates  were 
absen t .  A quorum was p r e s e n t .  

Delegate Juan Tenorio: I move t h a t  t h o s e  Delegates no t  i n  a t t endance  be  excused. 

The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

(4) ADOPTION OF THE JOURNAL 

Delegate Junn Tenorio: I move t h a t  t h e  Sunrmnry Journa l  of the 23rd Day and 
the  Verbatim Journal  Tronsc lp t s  f o r  t h e  6 ,  7, 8 ,  10 and 11 Days be adopted 
by t h e  Convention. 

The motion was seconded nnd c a r r i c d .  

(5) COMMUNl CATIONS 

Pres iden t  Guerrero: I would l i k e  t o  announcc t h a t  s i n c e  Floor  Leader Rasa is 
unava i lab le  f o r  today, 1 ]lave appointed Delegate Juan Tenorio a s  Acting Floor  
Lendcr. 

(6) COEIMLTTEE REPORTS 

Chairman Benigno F i t i n l :  Your Committee 011 Finance, Local Government and Other 
Matters  is submit t inu Committee Recommendntion No. 8 ,  regarding "Local Government," 
t o  tlrc Convent ion.  

Chairman F e l i p e  Ata l iq :  Your C o r n i t t e e  on Personal  Rights  and Natura l  Resources 
has  completed t h e i r  assignment and a l l  Committee Reports w i l l  be submitted some- 
time t h i s  week. May I a l s o  add, t h a t  the  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of your C o m i t t e e  Members 
is  h igh ly  recognized and t h e  output  o f  a l l  the Committee Members is h igh ly  
apprec ia ted  by t h e  Chairman. Thank you very much. 

Chairman J o s e  P. Mafnns: Your Committee on Governmental l n ~ t l t u t i o n s  hopeful ly 
w i l l  submit t h e i r  Report und Recommendation on t h e  "Executive Branch" by 
tomorrow or Friday. 

Chairman Benigno F i t i a l :  I want t o  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Convention t h a t  wi th  t h e  
submission of Committee Recommendation No. 8 on " ~ o c a l  Government," t h i s  
committee has completed i ts e s s e n t i a l  t a s k  and we would l i k e  t o  o f f e r  our  
a s s i ~ t a n c e  t o  the  o t h e r  two Commit tc r~  If tlccmed appropr ia te .  

Chairman F e l i p e  Atn l ig :  On November 1 3  and 14, 1976, some members of your 
Committee a r e  going t o  T in ian  and Rota f o r  t h e  purpose of planning publ ic  
hearings.  A t  t h i s  t ime,  t h e  Chairman would l i k e  t o  recognize t h a t  Ramon 
Villagomez has been appointed t o  go t o  Tinian and J o s e  Borja and Manuel Tenorio 
w i l l  go t o  Rota. The appointment of Ramon Villagomez is s u b j e c t  t o  h i s  
acceptnnce. 
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INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING OF COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Chairman Benigno F i t i a l :  A t  t h i s  time I would l i k e  t o  in t roduce  Committee 
Recommcndntion No. 8, r e ~ ~ r c l f n ~  "Locnl ~ o v ~ r n m e n t  , I 1  from the  C q m i t t e e  on 
Fi~innca,  Local Covcr~iulant nnd Otlier Fb t t c r e  t o  be pluced on t he  calendar  f o r  
F i r s t  Reading. 

(8) SECOND AND FINAL READING OF PROPOSALS - None 

( 9 )  INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS - None 

(Delegate Manuel Tenorio en te red  t h e  Convention Hall.) 

(10) UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None 

f11) S P E C X  ORDERS OF THE DAY - None 

(12) GENERAL ORDERS OF THE DAY 

~ l , n t G u e r r c r o :  A s  ailown on tlic Ordcr of Dusincss, we have one i t e m  
t o  be dkscueeed today by the  Committee of t h e  Whole. It is Corn i t t e e  
Recommendation No. 7, regarding "Natural  Resources," from t h e  Committee on 
Persona l  Rights  and Natural  Reeources. 

Acting Floor Leader Tenorio: I move t h a t  t h e  Convention reso lve  i t s e l f  i n t o  
t he  Committee of the  Whole. 

The motion was seconded and ca r r i ed .  

Pres ident  Guerrero: I would l i k e  t o  c n l l  Delegate Gregorio Calvo from Rota 
t o  a c t  a s  Chairman f o r  today's  Committee of t he  Whole. 

The Convention resolved i n t o  t h e  Committee of  t h e  Whole a t  2:12 p.m. 

The Convention reconvened i n  Plcnnry Seesion a t  2:52 p.m. 

Chairman Gregorio Cnlvo: Your Committee of t h e  Whole has unanimously adopted 
Recomnendation No. 7 from the C o a t t e e  on Personal  Rights  and Natural  Reeources, 
regarding "Natural Resources." 

Delegnte Rnmon Villngomez: I move tlint tlic Convention adopt Conrmittee 
Recommendation No. 7 ,  regarding "Nnturnl Reeourcee," from the  Committee on 
Pereonal  Rights  and Natural  Resources. 

The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

(12) MISCELLANEOUS 

B l e g a t e  Joae R. Cruz: A while ago, t hhconven t i on  resolved i t s e l f  i n t o  t h e  
Committee of the  Whole and I was recognized by t he  Chair t o  speak. Before 
I s t a r t e d  epeaking, eomeone ra iead  t he  point  of "Rulce." I did no t  have a chance 
t o  speak. I urge t h i s  Convention t h a t  when a newspaperman i e  he r e  a t  t h e  ecesion. 
no t  t o  e t i r  up a s h w  t o  show t h a t  he is  b e t t e r  than nnother Delegate, 80 t h a t  
h i s  name w i l l  be in .  t he  headl ines  of tomorrow's paper ,  e epec i a l l y  when it comes 
from t h e  Chairman of a subs tan t ive  committee who doesn ' t  seem t o  know t h e  
answer t o  a quest ion,  bu t  c an ' t  e tand t o  have another  member answer t h e  quest ion.  

I th ink  t h i s  Convention should have respec t  and cooperat ion among a l l  t h e  
Delegates. Everyone should have a chance t o  speak. I know t h a t  when t h e  
newspaperman comes here  someone v a n t s  t o  show-off. We're here  t o  frame t h e  
Cons t i tu t ion  of theNortHemMnrianaa, not  a t  a beauty contes t .  

Chairman Fe l ipe  Atal ig:  The statement  made by t h e  Delegate from Tinian,  is 
r e f e r r i n g  t o  t he  Chairman of t h e  Persona l  Rights and Natural  Resources Committee. 
I wish t o  r e g i s t e r  my concern a t  t h i s  moving statement  and hope t he  Delegate from Tinian 
can s e e  khat theme i* no p l ace  f o r  t h i s  kind of ch i l d i sh  discueeion i n  t h i s  Convention. 
For four teen  yenre 11e has  been i n  a l e g i e l o t i v e  body, t he r e fo r e ,  he ehould be ueed t o  
complying with t h e  Rules and Regulat ions.  Let  t h e  record show, Mr. Pres ident ,  t h a t  
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my 11att~ricrenrc w i t 1 1  l r i ~  rc-nu~rk I H  111 compllnnce wit11 our Rule 34. I don' t  c a r e  
i f  Joe Murphy was here ,  i t  had nothing t o  do with a newspaperman being here. 

Pres iden t  Guerrero: I would l i k e  t o  urge a l l  members of t h i s  Convention t o  use 
b e t t e r  d i s c i p l i n e  dur ing  any d l ~ c u s s i o n ,  whether Committee of t h e  Whole o r  Plenary 
Session.  We a r e  here t o  frame n c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  not t o  f o o l  around. 

Delegate Esteven Kinq: I would l i k e  t o  make a s tatement  t o  any Delegate who 
may be Chairman of the  Committee o f  the  Whole i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  The Chairman should 
recognize every speaker and give him a chance t o  speak. We a r e  here  t o  d i scuss  
nnd give our opinfons. Tllcsc o p i n f o n ~  nrld d l f f e r e n t  p c r ~ o r ~ a l i t i e a  a r e  what w i l l  
g ive us a workable Cons t i tu t ion .  I am ask ing  t h a t  the Chairman of the  Committee 
of t h e  Whole recognize any Delegate and give him a chance t o  express  h i s  opinions. 

(13) ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Cl~nirmnn Benigno F i t i d :  Your Committee on Finance, Local Government and Other 
Matters  w i l l  be meeting tomorrow a t  10:OO a.m. t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  Recommendation 
submit tedtoday t o  prepare f o r  d i scuss ion  during Committee of t h e  Whole. 

Chnirman Fel ipe h t n l i g :  Your Committee on Personal  Rights  and Natura l  Resources 
w i l l  be meeting t o n i g h t  a t  7:00 p.m. 

Chairman Jose  P. Mafnns: Since we a r e  about ready t o  submit our  Recommendation 
regard ing  t h e  " ~ x e c u t i v e  Brnnch of Covcrr~ment," we w i l l  no t  meet t h i s  af ternoon,  
bu t  w i l l  meet tomorrow a t  9:00 n.m. 

Pres iden t  Guerrero: I would l i k e  t o  urge t h e  t h r e e  s u b s t a n t i v e  committee t o  work hard 
t o  accomplish t h e i r  assignments. You should t r y  t o  submit a l l  your Recommendations 
t h i s  week s o  t h e  Convention can poss ib ly  proceed wi th  b u b l i c  hear ings  next  week. 

Acting Floor 1,cnder Tcnorio: I move t l ~ n t  tlrc Convention r e c e s s  u n t i l  1:00 p.m. 
tomorrow. 

Pres iden t  Guerrero: Before we e n t e r t a i n  t h a t  motion, I recognize Delegate J o s e  R. 
Cruz from Tinian.  

Delegate Jose R. Cruz: I would l i k e  t o  amend the motion t o  r e c e s s  u n t i l  2:00 p.m. 
tomorrow. 

Akting Floor Lender Tenorlo: I movecl t l ~ n t  wc recesn u n t i l  1:00 p.m. fn o rder  
t o  illlow us more tlmc t o  work tomorrow nftcrnoon. We a r c  running ou t  of time. 
We need t o  g e t  moving i n  o rder  t o  ge t  f in i shed  with our Cons t i tu t ion .  That is 
why 1:00 p.m. is t o  t h e  advantage of t h e  Convention. 

Delcgntc Rmon Villneomez: According t o  our Rules of Procedure No. 42(c),  
tlac lrrot ion t o  :~clJo!~rn I tt nc. l cl11-r i~mrntlr~h 11. nor dcl,n tnb lc .  

Act ing Floor Leader Tenorio: I move t h a t  t h i s  Convention recess  u n t i l  1:00 p.m. 
tomorrow. 

The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

The Convention recessed a t  3:03 p.m. 

Respectful ly  submit ted,  

Convention Secre ta ry  


