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(1) The C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  ~ o n v e n t i o i  of t h e  Northern Mariana I s l ands  was c a l l e d  
t o  o rde r  a t  10:19 a . m .  

The Honorable Lorenzo I. Guerrero, P res iden t ,  p res ided .  

( 2 )  A moment of s i l e n t  praye; was observed. 

(3) The Convention Secre tary  c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l .  There were 29 Delegates  p re sen t .  
Delegates  David A t a l i g ,  ~ + e g o r i o  Calvo, J o s e  Cruz, Pedro Dela Cruz, H i l a r i o  
Diaz, Benjamin Manglona, Prudencio Manglona, Vicente Manglona, Pedro Ogo and 
Francisco  T. Pa lac ios  were excused. No Delcgates  were absent .  A quorum was 
present .  

P res iden t  Guerrero: M r .  Sec re t a ry ,  f o r  your information,  t h e  Delegates  from 
Rota and Tin ian  who are not  p re sen t  a r c  excused as they a r e  a t t e n d i n g  a 
meeting i n  t h e  Rota Delegat ion room. 

* .  

Convention Secre tary :  Also, Delegate Francisco  T. Pa lac ios  and Delegate Pedro 
~ e l a  Cruz asked t o  be  excused f o r  very  urgent  bus iness .  

F loor  Leader Rasa: I move t h a t  t hose  members n o t  p re sen t  be granted l eave  of 
absence. 

b 

The 11:Btion wag szcocdzd end c z r r i e d .  
1 

ADOPTION OF THE JOURNAL 

Floor  Leader Rasa: I move t h a t  t h e  Sununary Journa l  of  t h e  26th Day and t h e  
Verbatim Journa l  T r a n s c r i p t s  of t h e  12 ,  16 ,  17 and 1 8  Days be adopted by t h e  
Convent ion.  

The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

(5) COMMUNICATIONS 

Convention Secre tary :  A communication from t h e  Chairman of t h e  Committee on 
Finance, Local Government and Other Mat ters  s t a t e s :  

Subject :  Appointment of Delegates  from &lega t ions  t o  Conduct Pub l i c  Hearings 

. I n  compliance wi th  your v e r b a l  i n s t r ~ c ~ i o n s '  f o r  p u b l i c  hea r ings ,  t h e  
fo l lowing Delegates  from t h e  Committee on Finance, Local Government and 
Other  Mat ters  have been appointed from t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  ~ e l e ~ a t i o n s - t o  
conduct p u b l i c  hea r ings  on Saipan, Tin ian  and Rota. 

Saipan: Delegate Je sus  Villagomez and Delegate Oscar ~aLa  

Tinian: Delegate Juan Tenorio and Delegate Benigno F i t i a l  

Rota: Delegate Luis  Benavente,and Delegate Estevcn King 

P res iden t  Guerrero: Have t h e  Chairman of  t h e  o t h e r  two Conunittees submitted 
the  names of  t h e  l )e lega teswhowil l  a t t e n d  the  pub l i c  hea r ings  on Saipan, 
Tin ian  and Rota? 

Chairman Jose  P. Mafnas: I have ' the names, M r .  P re s iden t ,  and I w & l l  submit 
these  names t o . y o u  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h i s  s e s s ion .  

. - 
(6) COMMITTEE REPORTS 
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Chairnnn Jose  P. Mafnas: On behal f  of the Co~nmittee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  
I have t h e  honor t o  in t roduce  Committee Reconunendation No. 4. The Conlmittee's 
Recommendation concerns t h e  "Executive Branch of Government." 

I n  b r i e f ,  t h e  Committee recommends t h a t  t h e  execut ive  brarich be headed by 
a governor and a v i c e  governor. These o f f i c i a l s  would s e r v e  four-year terms 
and would run  on t h e  same t i c k e t ,  The a r t i c l e  o f f e red  by t h e  committee a l s o  
provides  f o r  a board of educa t ion ,  a n  a t t o r n e y  gene ra l ,  a p u b l i c  a u d i t o r ,  
and a c i v i l  s e r v i c e  commission. l'he l e g i s l a t u r e  would have t h e  power t o  e s t a -  
b l i s h  a d d i t i o n a l  departments  and agencies .  1 . e  governor would have t h e  a u t h o r i t y  
t o  reorganize  t h e  execut ive  branch s u b j e c t  t o  a l e g i s l a t i v e  ve to  i f  t h e  reorgan- 
i z a t i o n  would d e p a r t  from e x i s t i n g  l a w .  

Among t h e  governor 's  p re sc r ibed  d u t i e s  are t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  address  
t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a t  l e a s t  once a yea r  and t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e  l n w s ' a r e  f a i t h f u l l y  
executed,  The Committee's recomn~etlded a r t i c l e  would a l s o  r e q u i r e  t h e  governor 
t o  consu l t  w i th  t h e  c h i e f  execut ive  o f f i c e r s  of  Saipan and t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  
of i t ,  Rota,  and Tin ian ,  i n  prepar ing  h i s  proposed annual  budget.  The governor 
would a l s o  be  r equ i r ed  t o  d e t a i l  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  h i s  response t o  t h e  
budgetary r e q u e s t s  made bg t h e  c h i e f  execu t ive  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  i s l a n d s .  

The Committee has  decided not  t o  submit any proposa l  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  
t h e  i s s u e s  of l o c a l  government and t h e  powers and ti t1.e of t h e  c h i e f  execut ive  
o f f i c e r s  of t h e  i s l a n d s .  The Committee b e l i e v e s  t h a t  f u r t h e r  d i scuss ion  of 
t h e s e  i s s u e s  by t h e  Convention o r  t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole should be  
d e f e r r e d  u n t i l  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  Spec ia l  Committee advances i t s  recommended 
compromise. Accordingly, M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  Committee r e s p e c t f u l l y  r eques t s  
t h a t  t h e  Convention and t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole n e i t h e r  deba te  nor  v o t e  
on t h e s e  i s s u e s  du r ing  t h e  d i scuss ion  of Committee ~ e c o m e n d a t i o ~  110. 4. 
The Committee's reasons  f o r  dec id ing  no t  t o  propose c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  language 
d e a l i n g  wi th  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  governor/mayor i s s u e  are f u l l y  d i scussed  i n  a n  
at tachment  t o  t h e  Report t h a t  we submit today. 

M r .  P r e s iden t ,  I a s k  t h a t  t h e  Convention accept  Cormnittee Recommendation 
No. 4 and t h a t  i t  be calendared f o r  e a r l y  cons ide ra t ion  by t h e  Committee of 
t h e  Whole. 'rlsarik you. 

w 

Pres iden t  Guerrero: The o f f i c e r s  of t h e  Convention, composed of t h e  t h r e e  
Vice P r e s i d e n t s ,  t h e  t h r e e  s u b s t a n t i v e  Chairmen, t h e  F loor  Leader,  and t h e  
Convention Sec re t a ry ,  w i l l  meet r i g h t  a f t e r  thi's s e s s i o n  t o  dec ide  i f  t h i s  
matter w i l l  b e  calendared f o r  tomorrow's meeting. 

(7) INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING OF COMMITTEE RECOI1MENDATIONS 

Chairman J o s e  P. Mafnas: A t  t h i s  t ime,  I would l i k e  t o  i n t roduce  Committee 
Recommendation No, 4 ,  r ega rd ing  "The Execut ive Branch of Government," from 
t h e  Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  t o  t h e  Convention. 

(8) SECOND AND FINAL READING OF PROPOSALS - None 

(9) INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS - None 

(10) UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None 
. 

(11) SPECIAL OIWERS OF THE DAY - None 

GENERAL ORDERS OF THE DAY 

P res iden t  Guerrero: A s  shown on t h e  Order of Business  f o r  today, we have 
Committee Recommendation No. 9 from t h e  Committee on Finance, Local  Government 
and Other Matters, r ega rd ing  "Preamble," and Committee Recommendation No. 9 from 
t h e  Committee on Personal  Rights  and Natura l  Resources,  regard ing  "Miscellaneous 
Provis ions ,"  t o  d i s c u s s  dur ing  t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole. 

F loo r  Leader Rasa: I move t h a t  t h e  Convention r e s o l v e  i t s e l f  i n t o  t h e  C o r n i t t e e  
of t h e  Whole. ' 

. . 
The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  $ 
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Pres iden t  Guerrero: llay I c a l l  on Chairman F e l i p e  A t a l i g  t o  Chair  today ' s  
Committee of t h e  Whole d i scuss ion .  

The Conventio~l  reso lved  i n t o  t h e  Coninlittee of t h e  Wholc a t  10:30 a.m. 

The Convention recessed  wh i l e  i n  t h e  Conunittee of t h e  Uhole. Recess was 
c a l l e d  a t  11:23 a . m . ,  t o  l a s t  u n t i l  9:00 a.m. t h e  fo l lowing  morning. 

Respec t fu l ly  submit ted,  

Pedro M. A t a l i e  
Convention Sec re t a ry  


