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PREAMBLE

We, the people of the Northern Mariana Islands,
ordain and establish this Constitution for our Commonwealth
and reaffirm our respect for the Constitution of the United
States of America, We declare our goal of establishing a
government in political union with the United States that
preserves our personal liberty and social equality, our
Chamorro and Carolinian heritage, our land and its resources,

and our culture, history and traditions.

L]
ARTICLE I

PERSONAL RIGHTS

% & .
-

Section 1: Laws Prohibifed. No law shall be

made that is a bill of attainder, an ex post facto law,
or a law impairing the obligation of contracts.

Section 2: Freedom of Religion, Speech, Press

and Assembly. 'No law shall be made respecting an establish-

ment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof,
or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or
the right of the people peaceably to assemble and to -

petition the government for a redress of grievances.




Section 3: Search and Seizure. The right of the

people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and
belongings against unreasonable searches and seizures shall
not be violated.

| a) ,No warrants shall issue except upon
probable cause supported by oath or affirmation and particularly
describing the place to be searched and the persons or things

to be seized.

.b) No wiretapping or other comparable means
of surveillance shall be used except pursuant to a warrant.
¢) Any persom adversely affected by
an illegal search or seizure #%hall have a cause of action
against the government within limits provided by law.

Section 4: Cripinal Prosecutions. 1In all criminal

prosecutions certain fundamental rights shall pertain.

a) The accused shall have the right to assis-
tance of céunsel in all cases, includiﬁg all appeals.

b) The accused shall have the right io be
confronted with the witnesses against him and to have
compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor.

c) No person shall be compelled to be a
witness against himself,

d) There shall be a speedy and public trial.

e) No person shall be put twice in jeopardy



"for the same offense regérdless of the governmental entity
that first institutes prosecution.

f) Excessive bail shall not be required,

g) Excessive fines shall not be imposed.

h). Cruel and unusual punishment shall not
be inflicted.

i) Capital punishment is prohibited.

j) Persons who are under 18 years of age
shall be protected in criminal judicial.proceedings and in

conditions of imprisonment.

Section 5: Due Prpcess. No person shall be

deprived of life, liberty or property without due procegss of law.

Section 6: Equal Protection. No person shall be
A S ]

- I
denied the equal protection of the laws. No person shall be

denied the enjoyment of civil rights or be discriminated
against in the exercise thereof on account of race, color,

religion, ancestry or sex.

Section 7: Availability of a Militia. In drder that

a militia may be available if necessary in times of emergency,
the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be

infringed. .




Section 8: Quartering Soldiers.. No soldier in time of

peace may be quartered in any house without the consent of the
owner, nor in time of war except in a manner prescribed by law.

Section 9: Trial by Jury. The legislature may’

provide for trial ,by Jjury in serious criminal and civil cases
as defined by 1law.

Section 10: Free Public Education. Each person shall

have the right to a free public education.

Section 11: Clean and Healthful Environment. Each

person shall have the right to a clean and healthful environ-
ment.

Section 12: Privacy. The right of individual privacy

shall not be infringed except upoir a show

b

ng of compelling
1

government interest.
A S ]

ARTICLE IT

THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
OF GOVERNMENT

\
Section 1: Legislative Power. The legislative

power of the Commonwealth shall extend to all rightful
subjects of legislation and shall be vested in.a Northern
Marianas Commonwealth Legislature composed of a Senate and

a House of Representatives. ' ,



Scction 2: Composition of the Senate.

a) The Senate shall consist of ninec (97 men-
bers with three (3) members elected at large from Rota, three
(3) members clected at large from Saipan and the islands north of
it, and three (3) members elected at iarge from Tinian and Aguiguan.
The term of office for senator shall be four (4) years except
that-the candidate receiving the third highest number of votes
in the first election fcr senator on each island pursuant to
this section shall serve a term of two (2) years.

b) The Senate shall be increased to twelve (12)
mémbers and three (3) members shall be elected from the islands
north of Saipan at the first fegular general election after the
population ot these islands exceeds one thousand (1,0009
" persons. The senator receivirg the third highest number of

votes in the first such election shall serve for two (2) years.

C) A senator shall be a qualified voter of
the Commonwealth, a United States citizen or national, at least
twenty-five (25) years of age, and a resident of the gommon~
wealth for at least five (5) years immediately preceding his
election. A longer residency requirement may be pfovided‘by law.

Section 3: Composition of the House of Representatives.

-

a) The House of Representatives shall consist of

thirty (30) members with twenty?five (25) members from Saipan




and the islands north of Saipan, three (3) members from Rota and

two (2) members from Tinian and Aguiguan provided, however, that thc

number of representatives may be increased by law to not more
than forty (40). The term of office for representative shall
be two (2) years. .

b) A representative shall be a qualified voter
of the Commonwealth, a United States citizen or natiomnal, at
least twenty-one (21) years of age, and a resident of the
Commonwealth for at least three (3) years immediately preceding
his election. A longer residency requirement may be provided
by law.

c) 'Rota shall xconstitute one electoral district,

Tinian and Aguiguan shall censtitute cne clectoral di

tyice,

9]

the islands noyth of Saipan s?all constitute one electoral
district, and Saipan shall be dividea into six (6) electoral
districts for the election of representatives. The legislature
may change the number and boundaries of the electoral districts

used for electing representatives but no district on Rota and

Saipan shall consist of more than one island. For te; (10)
years following the effective date of this Constitution, the
legisiature shall not change the electoral districts on Saipan
and the islands north of Saipan except pursuant to its duties

under section 4 of this article.




Section 4: Rerapportionaent.

a) At least every ten (10) years and within
one hundred and twenty (120) days following each decennial
census, the legislature shall reapportion the seats in the

House of Representatives as required by changes in Commonwealth

population or by law. Any sucﬂ reapportionment plan shall
provide for compact and contiguous districts and for repre-
sentation by each member of the House of Representatives of
approximately the same number of residents to the extent
permitted by the geography of the Commonwealth and the
distribution of population among the separate islands.

%
b) If the legislature fails to reapportion

the House of Representatives pursuant to subsection (a), the
A N

governor shall promulgate a Teapportionment plan within one

hundred and twenty days after the legislature's failure to

act. The governor's plan shall be published in the manner

provided for acts of the legislature and shall have the

force of law upon such publication. Upon the application of
any qualified voter, the Commonwealth appeals court or the
United States District Court if no‘Commonwealth appeals court
has been created under section 3 of article IV shall have
original, exclusive and final jurisdiction to review any

reapportionment plan and shall have jurisdiction to make orders

to amend the plan to comply with the requirements of this



Constitution or, if the covernor has failed to promuligate
a plan within the time provided, to make one or more orders
establishing such a plan.

Section 5: Enactment of Legislation.

a) Appropriations and revenue bills may be

introduced only in the House of Representatives. Other

bills may be introduced in either house of the legislature.

b) Every bill shall be confined to one
subject except bills for appropriations and bills for the
codification, revisioﬁ or rearrangement of existing laws.
All appropriation bills shall be limited to the subject of
appropriations. legislative %ompliance with the require-

.1

- . . . 3 .
ments of this subsection is a constitutional responsibi

)

ity

Lo

not subject to judicial review.
L .

é) The legislature shall enact no law except by

bill and ne bill shall become law without the approvaﬁ of at least

a majority of the votes c#st in each house of the legislature.

Section 6: Local Laws. Laws that relate exclusively

to local matters on Rota, Saipan, Tinian or the islands north
of Saipan may be enacted by the legislature or by a majority

of the representatives and senators representing the respective
island or islands. The legislature shall define such loca}
matters that can be the subject of legislation enacted by a

majority cf the representatives and senators from the respective

[
s
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island or islands, rules or regulations promulgated by a
mayor pursuant to article VI, section 3(e), or local laws
or ordinances adopted by agencies of local government that
may be established pursuant to article VI, section 6(b).

Section 7: Action on Legislation by the Governor.

a). Every bill passed by the legislature’
under section 5 or by designated members of the legislature
under section 6 shall be signed by the presiding officer
of the house in which the bill originated. If the governor
approves the bill, he shall sign it and the bill shall become
law. If the governor disapproves the bill, he shall indicate

his veto on the bill and return it to the presiding officers

of both houses of the legislature with a statement of the
reasons for his actién. The governor may veto any specific
item or items in any appwxopriations bill and sign the

remainder of the bi1l1l.

b} The governor shall have twenty (20)
days in which to consider appropriation bills and forty
(40) days in which to consider all other bills. If g&e
governor fails either to sign or veto a bill within the

applicable period, it shail become law in the same manner

as if he had signed the bill.




<) Any bill or item of a bill vetood by
the governor may be reconsidered by the legislature. If

two-thirds (2/3) of the members in each house vote upon

reconsideration to pass the bill or item, it shall become

I
i

law.

4

Section 8: Confirmatica of Appointments. The

Senate chall have the powecr to confirm appointments by the

governor where such confirmation is required by this Con-

"stitution or by law.

Secticn 9: Tmpeschment. The legislature may

impeach the governor and such other executive and judicial
officers of the Commonwealth as are made subject to impeach-
ment by this Constitution. The House of Representatives

L ]

shall have the power to initiate impeachment proceedings

\‘ = -
by the vote of two-thirds (2/3) of its members and the

Senate shall have the power to hear impeachment charges and
to convict by the vote of two-thirds (2/3) of its members.
The legislature shall provide procedures for the trial and

- . - . . hY
removal from office after conviction of officers so 1mpeached.

Section 10: Vacancies. A vacancy in the legis-

lature shall be filled by svecial election if more than
one-half (1/2) of the term remains. I[f less than one-half
(1/2) of the term remains, the governor shall fill the vacancy

by appointing the unsuccessful vandidate for the office in



the last election who receive! the largest numbor of votes and
is willing to serve or, if no such candidate is available for
appointment, any person qualified for the office from the

island or electoral district invelved.

Section 11+ Legislative Courn

members of the legislature shall receive an annual salary.

of twelve thousand dollars ($12,000) and such reasonable
allowances for expenses as may be provided by law. The
salary of members may be increased no more frequently than
once every four (4) years and only upon the recommendation
of an advisory commission toc he established by law to

study and make recémmendation;;concerning the compensation
of Commonwecalth execufive, legislative and judicial officers.
No increase in the salayy of<the members of the legislature

shall apply to the legislature which enacted the samc.

Section 1Zz: Prohibition on Government mnlovment,

No member of the legislature shall serve in any other govern-
ment position including any independent board, agency, authority or
commission established by Commonwealth law,

Section 13: Legislative [mmunitv. No member of

the legislature shall be questioned in any other place for any
written or oral statement in the legislature or its committess
and no member of the legislaturce shall be subject to arrest

while going to or coming from a meceting of the legislature

oy a commitiee.
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for organizationa! purposcs on the second londay of Januaiy im

the yvear following the regular gueneral election at which

i

members of the legislature are elected and shall “be a continuous

body for the two ygars between such organizational meetings.

sessions as provided by law

"

Fach house shalil meet in regula

or its procedures and may be convencd at other times by its

presiding officer eov by the governor. When meeting puvsuant

to the governor's call, the legisicture shell consider only
e .

those subiects described in the call.

Section 1%: Organization and

a)} - Each housexof the legislaturc shall be the
Lrual judee of the etection and guelifications of iis wcnibers
and the legislature may by.law vest in the courts the trial
and determination of contested elections of members. Fach
house may compel the attendance cof absent members, discipline

s members and, with the concurrence of three-fourths (3/4)

(o4

i
of its members, expel a member for commission of treazon, a
\

Ffalony, breach of the peacs, or violation of the legislature's

b} Tach house of the legislature shall choose
its presiding officer {rom among its members, establish such
committees as it deems necessary {or the coaduct of its
business, and determine its rules of procedures. FEach house

shall have the power to compel the attendance and testimony
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wittees shall be public provided, however, that coch hovsn of
the levislature and sny legislative committee may meet in
executive session if authovized to do =0 by two-thirds (2/3)
of the wmembers of the house involved No final action on
any Tagislative matter may be taken ia execntive session,
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governor shall be a gualifisd voter of the Commonwealih, at
least thirty vears of agce, & citizen or natiorzl of ths

United States and a resident and domiciliary in the Conwmon-

wealth for at least seven years immediately preceding his

o

election, A different pericd of reguired residence or

Sacticn 3: OVERInow
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with- the gqualifica
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duties assigned by the governor or provided by

-

Thenever the office of lientenant governor is vacant, the governor

Pl

shall appoint a succeszsor with the advice and consent of the

senate.

r

Scecltion 4: Election of the Governor and the Lieoutenant

AN | -
Governor. The governor and lieutenant governor shall be elected

at large within the Commcnwealth at a regular general election

and shall take office as provided by article VIII. The
gorernor and lievterant governor shall be elected josntly for a
term cf four years with each voter casting a single vbte
applicable to both cffices. No perscn shall be elected
governor nmore than three times.

Secticn 5: Compensation of the Governor and Iwﬁufﬂv-

]
A

ant Governorx. The governor shall receive an annual salary

of twenty-five thousand dollars and the lieutenant governow ~-

annual salary of twentv-two . thousand dollars. Both shall
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governor may each seek any public office during thoir
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governsr, lieutenant governor and heads of
to require disclosure of finzncial or ciher personal interests
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in the performance of
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senate shall become acting governor. An acting governor
who assumes office when more than one year remains in the
term shall serve only until a governor is chosen in a

special election as provided by law.

Section §: Absence or Digability of the Governor.

a) When the governor is physically absent from
the Commonwealth, the lieutenant governor shall be acting governor.
If the lieutenant governor is also absent or is otherwise unavail-
able, the president of the senate shall be acting governor.

b) When the governor is unable to discharge the
duties of his office by reason of impeachment cr other disability,
including but not limited to i’physical or mental disability, the
lereutenanit governor shalill be acting governor. It the lieutenant
governor is unavailable to sa2rve, the order of succession
to the office of acting governor shall be the same as if the
governor were physically absent from the Commonwealth. If
the person next in succession to the governor has reason to
believe that the governor is unable to discharge the‘duties
of his office, that person shall inform the Commonwealth appeals

JCOurt or the United States District Court if no Commonwealth
appeals court has been created under section 3 of article IV.

The court shall have original, exclusive and final jursidiction

to determine all questions regarding disability of the governor,
the existence of a vacancy in the office of governor, and

succession to the office or its powers and duties.
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Section 9: Executive and aAdministrative Functions.

a) The governor shall be responsible for the

faithful execution of the laws.

b) The governor shall prepare and submit to
the legislature a proposed annual budget for the following
year. The budget éhall describe all anticipated revenues of
- the Commonwealth and shall include recommended legislation
with,respect to taxation if necessary. The budget shall also
recommend expenditures of Commonwealth funds. In preparing the
budget, the governor shall consider submissions made by the
mayors of Saipan, Rota, Tinian and the Northern Islands as to
the budgetary needs of those islands. The governor's submission
to the legislaturé shall staté the governor's disposition of
the budgetary requesﬁs of each mayor. After approval by the
legislature, the governo?® “may mnot reprogram appropriated funds
except as provided by law. If the budget is not approved
before the start of that fiscal year, all appropriations for
government operations and obligations shall be continued at the
level for the previous year. .

c) The governor shall report at least annually to
the legislature regarding the affairs of the Commonwealth and
reconmending measures he considers'neéessary or desirable.

d) The governor shall have the power to g;ant
reprieves, commutations and pardons after conviction for .all

offenses after consultation with a board of parole to be created

~

% -




by law, provided, however, that this power shall not apply

to impeachments or to removals following impeachments.

Section 10: Emergency Powers of the Governor. The

governor shall have the power to declare a state of emergency
in the case of invasion, civil disturbance, natural disaster

or other calamity and may mobilize all available resources

to respond to that emergency.

Section 1ll: Attorney General. The governor shall

appoint an attorney general with the advice and consent of the
senate. The attorney éeneral shall serve as legal ﬁdviser to
the governor and executive departments, shall be responsible
for representation of the Comgonwealth government in all legal
matters, and shall sérve as chief law enforcement offic?r

with responsibility for prosecuting violations of Commonwealth
AW .

law.

Section 12: Public Auditor. The governor shall

appoint a public auditor with the advice and consent of

the legislature. The public auditor shall audit the receipt,
possession and disbursement of all public funds by anysbranch,
agency or department of the Commonwealth and shall perform
other duties as provided by law. The public'auditor shall

report his findings to the legislature and the governor at,
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least once every year and such report shall promptly be

made public. The public auditor may be removed only for cause

and with the concurrence of two-thirds of the members of
the legislature. In the event that there is a vacancy in
the office of public auditor, the presiding officer of
the senate shall appoint a temporary public auditor who
shall serve until the governor appoints a successor with
the.advice and consent of the legislature.

Section 13: Department of Education. The legisla-

ture shall establish a department of education headed by a
superintendent of education appointed by a representative

board of education. The membkers of the board of education
shall be appointed by the governor with the advice and

consent of the genate and shall formulate policy and exercise

AN ]
-

control over the public schéol Syétem through the super-
intendent. The composition of the board of educatiqn and
other matters pertaining to its operations and duties shall

be provided by law.

Section 14: Heads of Executive Departments. ' Each

principal department shall be under the supervision of the
governor and, unless otherwise provided in thi; Constitution
or by law, shall be headed by a single executive. The -
governor may appoint the heads of executive departments with
the advice and consent of the senate. The governor may remove
the heads of executive departments. All other officers

employed by the Commonwecalth shall be appointed and may be




- 20-

removed as provided by law. The governor may at any time
require information in writing or otherwise from the officers
of any administrative department, office or agency of the
Commonwealth.

Section 15: Executive and Administrative Departments.

All executive and administrative offices, agencies and
instrumentalities of the Commonwealth government, and their
respective functions, powers and duties shall be allocated

by law among and within not more than fifteen principal
departments so as to group them as far as practicable
according to major purposes. Regulatory, gquasi-judicial

and temporary agencies need net be allocated within a
principal department.: The legislature shall by law prescribe

the functions, powers and duties of the principal depart-

x & -

ments and of all other agencies'éf the Commonwealth and

may from time to time reallocate offices, agencies and
instrumentalities among the principal departments, and

may change their functions, powers and duties. The governor
may make such changes in the allocation of offices, agéncies
and instrumentalities and in the allocation of their functions,
powers and duties as he considers necessary for efficient
administration. If such changes affect existing law, they
shall be set forth in executive orders which shall be
submitted to the legislature and shall become effective
sixty days after submission, unless specifically modified

or disapproved by a majority of the members of eaéh house

of the legislature.
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Section 16: Civil Service Commission. The

legislature shall providg for a non-partisan and inde-
pendent civil service commission to establish and administer
the personnel policies applicable to executive and adminis-
trative departments and to the staff of the jﬁdicial branch
of government. Agpointments and promotions within the

civil service shall be based on merit and fitness demon-
strated by examination or by other evidence of competence.

Section 17: Impeachment of Executive Officials. The

governor, lieutenant governor and other elected officials of

the Commonwealth government shall be subject to impeachment

as provided in article II, secticn 9 of this Constitution. Such
officers may be impeached andiremoved only for treason, com-

mission of a felony, corruption or neglect of duty.

Section 18: Public Services,

AN -
a) The governor may-delegate to the mayor

elected under the provisions of section 2 of article VI

responsibility for the execution of Commonwealth laws and the

administration of public services in the island or islands in
which the mayor has been elected. A

b) Public services on Rota and Tinian shall
be supervised by a resident assistant director in the depart-
ments providing such services appointed by the ﬁead of the
department with the advice and consent of the répresentatives

and senators in the legislature from the island where the

assistant director shall perform his duties.,.
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c) Public services authorized by law shall

be provided 6n a fair and equitable basis to all the citizens
of the Commonwealth. The legislature may require that such
services be provided through decentralized administrative
arrangements. The governor shall make any necessary recom-
mendations to the legislature in order to accomplish these

objectives.

ARTICLE IV

THE JUDICIAL BRANCH OF GOVERNMENT

Section 1: Judicial Power. The judicial power
®

of the Commonwealth shall be vested in a judiciary of the
Northern Mariana Islands. The Jjudiciary of the Northérn
Mariana Islands shall ;Aglud; such- trial and appeals
courts as the legislature may establish pursuant to this

article.

Section 2: Commonwealth Trial Court. The

legislature shall establish a Commonwealth trial coutt.

This court shall have original jurisdiction over all

matters involving land in the Commonwealth and all other
civil actions except those in which the value of the

matter in controversy excceds five thousand dollars (§5,000).
The court shall also have original jurisdiction over all

criminal actions except those in which the defendant, if

convicted, may be fined an amount that exceeds five thousand
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dollars ($5,000f or imprisonment for a term that exceeds five (5)

years. At least one (1) full-time judge of the Commonwealth
trial court shall be assigned to Rota, and at least one (1)
full-time judge of.the Commonwealth trial court shall be
assigned to Tinian. Land matters within the jurisdiction of
the Commonwealth trial court shall be considered by a
épecialized division of the court for at least five (5) years.
After this Constitutiqn has been in effect for five (5) years,
the legislature may vest additional Eivil and criminal

jurisdiction in the Commonwealth trial court.

Section 3: Commonwealth Appeals Court. After

this Censtitution has been in effect for five (5) years;
the legislature may estghlish a Commonwealth appeals court

to hear such appeals from judgments and orders of the

Commonwealth trial court as are required or permitted by

-

law.

Section 4: Jurisdiction of the United States

\
District Court for the Northern Mariana Islands. The United

States District Court for the Northern Mariana Islands shall
have trial and appellate jurisdiction in all civil and

-

criminal cases to the extent that such jurisdiction is not

vested in courts of the Commonwealth by this article or
by the legislature acting pursuant to this article. When

the District Court sits as an appellate court to hear appeals
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‘from the Commonwealth trial court or from the District
Court sitting as trial court, it shall consist of three
judges, at least one of whom shall be a judge regularly
assigned to a division of the Commonwealth trial court that

functions as a coutrt of record.

Section 5: Appointment and Qualifications. Judges

shall be appointed for a term of six (6) years by the governor
by and with the consent of the senate. The term of office
may be increased by law to not more than twelve (12) years

for judges who have served at least one term. A judge

shall be at least thirty (SO)kyears of age, a United States

citizen or national and possess such cther qualificatiocns as
v

may be provided by 1law,

A S ] -
Section 6: Compensation. - The compensation of

judges shall be provided by law. There shall be no diminution

of the salary of any judge during his term of office.

Section 7: Sanctions. Judges shall be subject

to impeachment in the same manner as are other civil o¥ficers
for the commission of crime, for neglect of duty or for
conduct that brings the judicial office into disrepute. The

legislature shall establish an advisorvy commission an +he .
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Section 8: Limitations on Activities of Judges.

‘No full-time judge shall hold any other compensated government
position or engage in the practice of law. No judge shall
make any direct or indirect financial contribution to any
political organizatioq or party, or hold any executive office
therein, or participate in a political campaign of any kind,
or be a candidate for an elective public office unless he

has resigned his judicial office at least six months prior

to his nomination.

Section 9: ‘Rule-Making Power. The judiciary of the
Northern Mariana Islands may eétablish rules governing civil
and criminal procedure, judicial ethics, admission
to and governance of the Bar of the Northern Mariana Islands,
and other matters of judicial administration provided, ﬁowever,
that any proposed rule shil!l be promptly submitted to the legis-
lature and shall become effective sixty (60) days after its

proposal unless disapproved by either house of the legislature.
Until rules are established pursuant to this article, the rules
governing such matters in the United States District Cogurt

for the Northern Mariana Islands shall apply in the

Commonwealth courts.
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ARTICLE V

WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE

Section 1: Washington Representative. A Washington

representative shall be elected to represent the Commonwealth

in the United States and to perform such related duties as
are provided by 1a@. The governor shall certify promptly
the representative's election by providing a certificate of
selection to the United States Department of State and to
the representative.

Section 2: Term of Office. The term of office

of the representative shall be two (2) years unless it is

increased to no more than four (4) years by popular initi-
' .
ative pursuant to article IX of this Constitution.

v
Section 3: Qualifications. The representative

shall be a qudlified voteY“of she Commonwealth, a United
States citizen, at least 30 years of age and a resident and
domiciliary in the Commonwealth for at least seven years
immediately preceding his election. No person convicted

of a felony in the Commonwealth or ip‘any area under thg
jurisdiction of the United States shall be eligible for this
office unless he has received a full pardon.

Section 4: Annual Report. The representative shall

.

submit a written report by January 15 of each year to the
governor and legislature of the Commonwealth. Such report

shall summarize the representative's official activities on
p




- 27 -
behalf of the Commonwealth during the preceding year and
.identify any problems requiring the attention of the
Commonwealth governmeqt and the Northern Marianas people.

Section 5:° Compensation. The representative shall

receive an annual salary and reasonable allowances for expenses
as provided by law' éuch compensatién shall neither be
increased nor diminished during the representative's term of
office.

Section 6: Vacancy. A vacancy in the office of

Washington representative shall be filled by special election

if more than one-half of the term remains. If less than one-
ﬁalf of the term remains, the governor shall appoint a successor
with the advice and consent of the senate.

ARTICLE VI

A N

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Section 1: Local Government. There shall be

local government established by thiS article.

Section 2: Election of Mayor. The qualifigd

voters of Rota, Saipan, Tinian and the islands north of
Saipan shall elect a mayor to perform the responsibilities
specified in this article for each island or group of
islands.

a) A mayor shall be a gqualified voter of ’

the Commonwealth, a United States citizen or national, at
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least twenty~-five (25) years of age, a resident of the
Commonwealth for at least three (3) yvears, and shall meet

such other qualifications as may be provided by law.

b) A mayor shall be elected a£ a regular
genéral election for a term of office of four (4) years.
A vacancy in the office of mayor shall be filled by
special election if more than one-half (1/2) of the term
remains and otherwise as provided by law. A mayor may be
subject to recall under the provisions of article IX, section 3.

Section 3: Responsibilities of Mavyor.

a) The mayor shall serve on the governor's
council of mayors provided by section. 5 of this article.
b) The mayor shall review the adeguacy cof the

governmental services and the appropriations provided by law

A SN
-

for the island or islands he servesland may submi£ any
findings or recommendations regarding these services or
appropriations to the governor.

c) The mayor may,inQestigate complaints. . _ .-
and conduct public hearings regarding any matter of Tocal
concern and submit any findings or recommendations on
such subject to the governor and other approprigte agencies

of the Commonwealth. -

d) The mayor shall propose. items for inclu-
sion in the annual budget, review the budget before its
submission by the governor to the legislature, and recommend

amendments in the budget relating to the island or islands
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served by the mayor. Any proposal relating to the budget made
by the mayor shall be considered by the responsible Commonwealth

official and rejected only for good cause.

e) The mayor may promulgate rules and
regulations on local matters pursuant to authority provided

by law.

\ f) The mayor may expend for local public
purposes such revenues as are raised by local taxes
designated by law for such purposes provided, however, that

these expenditures shall be specifically authorized by the

legislature or by a majority of the representatives

and senators representing the%island or islands served

by the mayor. ' v
g) The‘pgyor‘may appoint and supervise
such employees as are provided by law to assist in the

performance of his responsibilities.

h) The mayor shall perform such other

responsibilities as are specified by law.

Section 4: Compensation of Mayor. The mafbr

shall receive an annual salary and a reasonable allowance
for expenses from Commonwealth revenues as provided by law.
The salary of the mayor may not be decreased during his
term of office. Salaries and expenses for any assistants‘
to the mayor shall be paid by local taxes designated by law

for such purposes provided, however, that these salaries
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and expenses shall be specifically authorizéd by the
legislature or by a majority of the representatives
and senators representing the island or islands served by

the mayor.

Section 5: Governor's Council of Mayors. The

mayors elected pursuant to section 2 and the governor

shall constitute a council of mayors to advise the governor
on local matters. The governor shall preside over the
council which shall meet at least four (4) times each year
to consider any matter relating to the relationship between
the Commonwealth and its separate islands as the members
place on the council's agendaf

Section 6: Other Agencies of Local Government.

a) The chdrtered municipality form of local
government shall cease to exist on the effective date of
this Constitution. Local taxes paid to the chartered
municipal governments on Rota, Saip#n and Tinian shall remain
in effect untii otherwise provided by law and shall be\expended
if éuthorized by the legislature or by a majority of
the representatives and senators from the island or islands
for local public purposes on the island or islands produéing
such revenues. Ordinances and other rules enacted by
municipal councils on Rota, Saipan and Tinian that are ,

consistent with this Constitution shall remain in effect

until superseded by Commonwealth law.
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b) No additional .agency of local government
shall be established for at least five (5) years from the
éffective date of the Constitution. The legislature may
then establish agencies of local government in place of or
in addition to the agencies provided for in this article
with such powers, glected officers and financing as may
be provided by law. Agencies of local govermment shall not
be created for geographical units other than Rota, Saipan,
Tinian and the islands north of Saipan. No new agencies of
local government shall be established without the approval of
two-thirds (2/3) of tﬁe qualified voters residing on
the island or islands to be served by the agency of local

government.

ARTICLE VII

ELIGIBILITY~ TO VOTE

.

Section l: Qualifications of Voters. Any person

is eligible te vote who, at the date of the election, is 18
vears of age or older, is domiciled in the Commonwealth, is a
resident of the Commonwealth and has resided in the Commonwealth
as provided by law, is not serving a sentence for any crime
other than a misdemeanor having a maximum sentence of éix
months or less, has not been found by a court to'be of unsound
mind, and is either a United States citizen or a United States |,
,

national, provided, however, that the legislature may require

that persons eligible to vote be United States citizens..
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Section 2: No Literacy Requirement. No person

‘may be denied the right to vote because such person is
unable to read or write.

Section 3: Domicile and Residence. The legisla—

ture shall implement section 1 by providing the criteria by
which domicile and' residence shall be determined for voting
purposes and specifying the length of residence within the

Commonwealth that shall be required.

ARTICLE VIII ’ -

ELECTIONS

Section 1: General Election. The election of

officers of the Commonwealth provided for by article II,

article IIT and article V of this Constitution shall be
. . w )
held on the first Sunday in November. This election shall be

the regular general election of the Commonwealth.

Séction 2: Other Elections. Other elections

shall be held as provided by law.

N
Section 3: Election Procedures. The legislature

shall by law provide for the registration of voters, the
nomination of candidates, absentee voting, secrecy in voting,
the administration of elections; the resolution of election
contests, and all other matters with respect to election

procedures.
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Section 4: Taking Office After Elections. All

officers elected at the regular general election shall
take office on the second Monday of January of the year

following the year in which the election was held.

ARTICLE IX
INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM AND RECALL

Section 1: Initiative. The people may enact laws

by initiative.

a) An initiative petition shallgcoﬁ£éin the
full text of the proposed law. If the petition proposes a
local law that affects only one municipaiity, the petition
shall be signed by at ‘least twenty (20) percent of the total
number of voters qualifigg-to.vote in the municipality. If
the petition proposes a generaillaw for the Commonwealth,
the petition shall be signed by at least twenty (20) percent
of the total number of qualified voters in each of two of the
municipalities.-

b) Initiative petitions shall be filed witﬁ
the attorney general for certification that the requirements
of section 1(a) have been met.

c) 1Initiative petitions certifiéd by the .
attorney general shall be submitted to the voters at the
next regular general election, provided that such electioé

is held at least 180 days from the date the petition is filed

with the Attorney General.
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d) 1If the petition proposes a local law that
affects only one municipality, it shall become law if approved
by two-thirds of the registered voters of the municipélity.

If the petition proposes a general law for the Commonwealth,
it shall become law, if approved by two-thirds of the
registered voters of the Commonwealth. An initiative petition
that has been approved by the voters shall take effect thirty
(30) days after the date of the election unless the initiative

petition itself otherwise provides.

Section 2% Referendum.. The people may reject

ahy act of the legislature by réferendunm.

a) A referendim petition shall centain the

‘full text of the laQ'that is sought to be rejected and
shall be.éigned by a nﬁmbéf 6quua1jfied voters equal to
at least twenty' (20) percent 6f the total number of quali- -
fied voters within the Commonwealth.
B) Referendum petitions shall be filed with
the attorney general for certification that the requirgments
of Séciion 2(a) have been mnet.
c) Referendum petitiéns certified by the
‘attorney general shall be‘subm&tted to the voters at the

next regular general election.

i

d) A referendum petition submitted to the

voters shall take effect if approved by a majority of the
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d) If the petition proposes a local law that
affects only one municipality, it shall become law if approved
by two-thirds of the registered voters of the municipélity.

If the petition proposes a general law for the Commonwealth,
it shall become law 1f approved by two-thirds of the
regigtered voters of the Commonwealth. An initiative petition
that has been approved by the voters shall take effect thirty
{30) days after the date of the election unlesg the initiative

petition itself otherwise provides.

Section 2% Referendum.. The people may reject
ahy act of the legislature by réferendun.

a) A referendim petition shall centain the
full text of the law'that is sought to be rcjected and
shall be.signed by a nﬁmbéf of qualified voters equal to
at least twenty-' (20) percent of the tctal number of quali-
fied voters within the Commonwealth.

B) Referendum petitions shall be filcd with
the attorney general for certification that the requirements
of section 2(a) have been met.

¢) Referendum petitiéns certified by the
‘attorney general shall belsubmittcd to the voters at the

next regular general election.

d) A referendum petition submitted to the

voters shall take effect if approved by a majority of the
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votes cast and the law that is the subject of the petition
shall become null, void and be repealed thirty (30) days
after the date of the election unless the referendum petition

otherwise providcs.

Section 3¢ Recall. All elected public officials

-_in the Commonwealth are subject to recall by the voters of

the Commonwealth or political subdivision from.which
elected. |

a) Recall petltlons shall 1dent1fy the public
off1C1a1 sought to be recalled by name and t1t1e or office,
shall state the grounds for resall, and shall be 51gned by a
number of qualified voters equal to at least forty percent of
the total number of persons qualified to vote for the oublic

AW
office from which the public official is to be removed.

“_b) Recall petitions shall be flled with the
attorney general or, if recall of the attorney general is
sought, with the governor for certlflcatlon that the ’
requirements of Section 3(a) have been met. }

¢) Recall petitions that have been certified shall
be submitted to the voters at the next regular general
election unless the legislature provides that recall peti-

tions be submitted at special ‘elections.

[

d) A recall petition'shall take effect thirty

(30) days'after the date of the election if approved by
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a majority of the votes c3gst.

€) Recall petitions shall not be filed against
public official more than once in any year or during the

firs; six months of a term in office.

4

ARTICLE X

TAXATION AND FINANCE

Section 1: Public Purpose. No tax shall be

levied or appropriation of public money made, directly or
indirectly, except for a public purpose.

Section 2: Report on Tax Exemptions. Every

five years the govefnor shall ﬁrepare a report to the

iegislature that assesses the use and the social, fiscal®
and economic impact of any-tax;exempt}ons established by
law. The report shall include any recommendations by the

governor on exemption policy or laws.

Section 3: Public Debt Aufhorization. No

public debt shall be authorized or incurred unless .

apprdved by two-thirds (2/3) of the members in each house
of the legislature.

Section 4: ©Public Debt Limitation. No public

indebtedness other than bonds or other obligations of the
government payable solely from the revenues derived from ,
any public improvement or undertaking shall be authorized

for any operating expenses of the Commonwealth government

any
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or its political subdivisions, or in excess of ten percentum

of the aggregate assessed valuation of the real property

within the Northern Mariana Islands.

ARTICLE XI

PUBLIC LANDS

Section 1: Public Lands. All of the lands as to

which right, title or interest have been or hereafter are
transferred from the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands

to any legal entity in the Commonwealth pursuant‘td

Secretarial Order 2969, promulgated by the United States
Secretary of the Interior on Dgcember 26; 1974, all of the
lands as to which right, title or interest have been ves;ed

in the Resident Commissiong; pursuant to Secretarial Order
2989, promulgated by the United States Secretary of the
Interior on March 24, 1976, all of the lands as to which

right, title or interest have been or hereafter are transferred
to or by the governﬁent of the Northern Mariana Islands pursuant
to Article VIII of the Covenant, and all submerged lands off
the coast of any part of the Commonwealth to which the Common-
wealth now or hereafter may have a claim of ownership pursuant
to international law or United States law are public lands. and’
belong collectively to the people of the Commonwealth who are

5
of Northern Marianas descent.
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Section 2: Submerged Lands. The management and

disposition of submerged lands off the coast of any part of
the Commonwealth shall be as provided by law.

Section 3: Surface Lands. The management and

dispésition of all public lands except those provided for by
section 2 shall be the responsibility of the Marianas Public
Land Corporation which shall be the legal entity designated

pursuant to Secretarial Order 2969.

Section 4: Marianas Public Land Corporation. There

is hereby established the Marianas Public Land Corporation.

a) The Corporation shall have nine directors
appointed by the governor withsthe advicé and consent of the
Senate who shall direct the affairs of the Corporation for the
benefit of the people of‘sbe Cgmmonwealth who are of Northern

Marianas descent.

b) Two directors shall be residents of Saipan,
two shall be residents of Rota, two shall be residents of
Tinian, one shall be a Carolinian or person of Carolinian
descent, and one shall be a resident of the Northern Islands.
Each director shall be a United States citizen or national,

a resident of the Commonwealth for at least five (5) years

preceding his appdintment, a person who has not been convitted

of any crime carrying a maximum.sentence of imprisonment of

B

more than six months’, a  person: who is able.to.speak:Chamorro

or Carolinian and a person of Northern Marianas descent.

o
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c) The directors shall serve six-year terms
provided, however, that three of the first nine directors -
appointed shall serve a two-year term, three shall serve a
four-year term and three shall serve a six-year term. No
person may serve more than one term as director,
d) The Corporation shall act by majority

vote of the total number of directors and shall have all of

the powers available to a corporation under Commonwealth law.

‘e) The directors shall prepare and publish
once each year a report to the people of the Commonwealth

describing the management of the public lands and the nature

and effect of any transfers of’interests in public land
‘during the preceding year and disclosing the interests &f each
of the directors in any 1and im the Commonwealth.
f) At any time ten years after the effective
date of this Constitution, by an affirmative vote of two-
thirds of the members of each house,bf the legislature, the
Corporation may be dissolved and its functions may be t;ansfefred'~-
to the executive branch of government.

Section 5: Fundamental Policies. The Marianas

Public Land Corporation shall follow certain fundamental
policies in the performance of its responsibilities.

a) The Corporation shall make available some'
portion of the public lands fof a homestead program. No person

shall be eligible for more than one agricultural and one village
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homestead. No person shall receive title to a homestead for five

years after the grant of a homestead or shall be able to transfer

title to a homestead within ten years of receipt thereof
provided, however, that these requirements shall be waived for
persons who have established a continuous residence on public
lands for at least 20 years as of the effective date of this
Constitution, Other requirements for eligibility for the home-
stead program and the nature of the interest in land to be
transferred by the Corporation shall be as provided by law.

b) .The Corporation shall not transfér title
to any public lands for a period of tén years from the
effective date of this Constitution, except Qith respect to

homesteads as provided under section 5(a).

c) The‘qupor?tion shall not transfer any
leasehold interest in any public 1anés for a period exceeding
twenty-five (25) years including all renewal rights...

d) The Corporation shall not transfer to any
person or legal entity any interest in more than five hectares
of public land for use for commercial purposes unless‘the
proposed transfer has been approved by a hajority vote of

the members of the Senate.

e) The Corporation shall not transfer any
interest in any public lands that are located within 150 feet

of the high water mark of any sandy beach within the Commonwealth.

[V
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f) The Corporation shall adopt a comprehensive
land use plan with respect to the public lands including
priority of uses and such plan may be amended from time to time
as the Corporation shall provide.

g) +The Corporation shall transfer promptly all
moneys received from the public lands to the Marianas. Public
Land Trust provided;howeven that the Corporation shall retain
the bortion of such moneys necessary to meet reasonable
expenses of administration.

Section 6: Marianas Public Land Trust. There 1is

hereby established a Marianas Public Land Trust.
a) 'The Trust shall have three (3) trustees
appointed and removed by the Commonwealth trial court. ,

b) The trustees shall make reasonable, careful
-

and prudent investments. During the first ten (10) years of the

Trust, no investments shall be made except in obligations of

the United States government.

c) If the legislature authorizes a Mar}anas
development bank, and if the legislature provides that the
entire amount of United States economic assistance for economic
development loans provided under éection 702(c) 'of the Covenant
shall be deposited in that bank, then the Trﬁst shall use.up to

fifty-five percent (55%) of its receipts in any given year

to increase the total capital available to the bank to the

{
¢
{
H
1
i
!
!
i
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‘sum of ten million dollars ($10,000,000). ‘If.in any year
subsequent to a deposit of funds by the Trust in the bank, the
bank has more than ten million dollars ($10,000,000) in total
capital, then the bank shall repay to¢ . the Trust the excess
above tén million dollars ($10,000,000) until the Trust

has been made whole. ’

d) The trustees shall carry out the intention of
section 803(e) of fhe Covenant by making available the interest,
and, to the extent necéssary, the principél of the amount
‘received for the lease of property at Tanapag Harbor.
for the development and maintinance of a memorial park. The
trustees shall transfer to the general revenues of the
Commonwealth all remaining interest accrued on the Trus;
proceeds, proVided,howeGén that the Trustees may retain the
amount of the interest necessary to meet the reasonable expenses

of administrqtion of the Trust.

"e) The trustees shall prepare and publish an
annual report to the people of the Commonwealth accouhting
for all révenues received and expenses incurred by the Trust
and describing all investments and other transa;tions'
authorized by the trustees. - .

f) The trustees shall be held to strict

']

standards of fiduciary care.



ARTICLE XII

RESTRICTIONS ON ALIENATION OF LAND

Section 1: Alienation of Land. The acquisition of permanent and

long—term_interésts in real property within the Commonwealth shall be restricted

to persons of Northern Marianas descent.

Section 2: Acquisition. The term acquisition as used in section 1

shall include acquisition by means of all transfers by sale, lease, gift,
inheritance or any other means provided, however, that a transfer to a spouse by
inheritance shall not be considered an acéuisition under this section and
provided further, that a transfer to a mortgagee by means of a foreclosure

on a mortgage shall not pe consideredwan acquisition under this section if

the mortgagee does not hold the permanent or long-term interest in real

property toxr more then five years.

[

. * & B
Section 3: Permanent and Long-Term-Interests in Real Property.

. The term permanent and long-term interest in real property -as used in section 1
shall include all freehold interests and all leasehold interests of more than
twenty-five years including all renewal rights.

Section 4: Persons of Northern Marianas Descent. For allspurposes

under this Constitution, a person of Northern Marianas descent shall be defined
as a person who is a citizen or national of thg United States and of at least
one-quarter Northern Marianas Chamorro or Northern Marianalearolinian blood

or a combination thereof or an adopted child of such persén if adopted while '
under the age of 18 years. For purposes of determining Northern Mariaﬁas
descent, .a person shall be considered to be a full-blooded Northern Marianas

Chamorro or Northern Marianas Carolinian if that person was born or domiciled
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in the Northern Mariana Islands prior to 1950 and was a citizen of the
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands pribr to the termination of the

Trusteeship with respect to the Commonwealth.

Section 5: .Corporations. A corporation shall be deemed to be a

person of Northern Mari?nas~descent so0 long as it is dincorporated in the
Commonwealth, has its principal place of business in the Commonwealth, has
directors at least fifty-one percent of whom are persons of Nortﬁefn Marianas-
descent and has voting shares at least fifty-one percent of which are owned

by persons of Northern Marianas descent as defined by section 4.

Section 6. Enforcement. Any transaction made in violation of

section 1 shall be void ab initio. At any time that a corporation ceases to

be qualified under section 5, any perQFnent or long~term interest in land in

the Commonwealth owned by ‘the corporétion shall be forfeited to the government.

]
1 ]

“ARTIGLE XIIJ

EMINENT DOMAIN

-

Section 1: Eminent Domain Power. The government

may exercise the power of eminent domain to acquire private

. ' LY
property necessary for the accomplishment of a public
purpose as provided by law.

Section 2: Limitations. Private property shall

not be taken without just compensation and shall not be
taken unless no suitable public land is available for s

the accomplishment of the public purpose.

<t
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Section 3: Statute of Limitations. The legislature

may repeal any statute of limitations currently in force in the

Commonwealth with respect to land in order for the Commonwealth to

provide compensation for past transactions. Such compensation to be
profided by the Commonwealth may include monetary relief or priority
with respect to the distribution of public lands but shall not affect
any right in property that vested pursuant to the repealed statutevof

limitations.

ARTICLE XIV

NATURAL RESOURCES,

Section 1: Marine Resources. All of the marine

resources found in waters-off.;he coast of any part of the
Commonwealth over which the Commonwealth now or hereafter
may have any jurisdiction pursuant to international law

or United States law shall be contrbiled, protected and
preserved by Ehe legislature for the benefit of thg people
of the Common&ealth. The transfer of any interest in Lhe
marine resources of the Commonwealth shall be on terms and
conditions provided by law. |

Section 2: Uninhabited Islands. The island of

Managaha shall be maintained as an uninhabited place and :
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shall be used only for cultural and recreational purposes. The

island of Sarigan and such other islands as may be provided by

law shall be maintained as uninhabited places and shall
be used only for the preservation of bird and wildlife
species provided, however, that the legislature may
substitute in place of Sarigan another island equally or
better suited for that purpose.

Section 3: Places and Things of Cultural and His-

torical Significance. Places of importance to the culture
and traditions of the people of the Northern Mariana Islands
and places where significant historical events occurred
within the Northern Mariana Isdands shall be protected and
preserved and public access thereto shall be maintained.és
provided by law. Artifagcts and other things of cultural or
historical significance shall bé pro%ected and preserved

as provided by law and shall not be removed from the

jurisdiction of the Commonwealth.

ARTICLE XV \
EDUCATION
Section 1: Education. “a) There shall be free,

compulsory and public elementary and secondary education for
the people of the Northern Mariana Islands within age ané

educational levels as provided by law. s
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b) There shall be higher education and adult
education within the Northern Mariana Islands, consistent
with the needs and resources of the pecople, as provided by

law.

ARTICLE XVI

CORPORATIONS

Section 1: Corporations. No private business

corporation shall be organized and no existing corporate

charter shall be extended or ?mended except by general laws.

ARTYCLE XVII

OATH OF OFFICE

Section 1: Oath of Office. All members of the

legislature and officers and employees of the Commonwealth
government and its political subdivisions taking office’
shall take and subscribe to the followinq oath or affirma-
tion:

I do solemnly affirm (or swear) that I -
will support and defend the Constitution
and laws of the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands, the Covenant

To Establish a Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands in Political
Union with the United States of America,
the applicable provisions of the
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Constitution, laws, and treaties

of the United States of America,

and that I will faithfully discharge
my duties to the best of my ability
(so help me God).

ARTICLE XVIII

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

Section 1: Proposal of Amendments. Amendments

to this Constitution may be proposed by constitutional
convention, legislative initiative or popular initiative.

Section 2: Constitutional Convention. (a) The

legislature, by an affirmative vote of a majority of the
members of each house, may suBmit to the qualified voters
the question, "Shall there be a constitutional conventibn
to propose amendments to the Copnstitution?" Such question
shall be submitted to the voters no later than seven years
after ratification of the Constitution and thereafter in
the discretion of the legislature.

(b) The ﬁeople by initiative petition may direct the
legislature to submit to the voters the question, ﬁshali
there be a constitutional convention to'bropose amendments
to the Constitution?" The petition shall be signed by at
least three-fourths of the voters of any municipality
registered at the time of the preceding general election.,
The attorney general shall certify the filing of the
petifion and cause the question to be submitted at the next

regular general election provided that the certification




- 49 -
bccurs at least thirty days before the election.
(c) If the question of holding a gonvention is

approved by two-thirds of the votes cast, the legislature

at the session following approval shall provide for the

convention.

(d) The number of delegates to the Convention shall be
equal to the number of members of the most populous house
of the legislature. The delegates to the Convention shall
be elected on a nonpartisan basis. -

(e) No call for a constitutional convention pursuant

to this section shall be subjgct to a veto by the governor.

Section 3: . Legislative Initiative. The legisla-

ture by an affirmative vote of three-fourths of the members

AN
-

of each house present and voting may propose amendments to
this Constitution. No proposed amendment shall embrace the
subject matter of more than one article of the Constitution:

Section 4: Popular Initiative. (a) The people

may propose constitutional amendments by initiative.
Petitions including the full text of the proposed amendment
shall be signed by qualified voters equal in number to at
least fifty percent of the nﬁmber of voters registered at .the
time of the preceding regular general election; including

at least twenty-five percent of the voters so registered‘

in each municipality. Such petition shall be

filed with the attorney general no later than 180 days prior

to the next regular general election.
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(b) An amendment proposed by popular initiative shall
be submitted to the legislature. If the proposal is agreed
to by a majority vote of the legislature, the proposed

amendment shall be submitted for ratification in the same

manner as amendments proposed by the legislature. The
proposed amendment shall be submitted for ratification to the
voters at the next regular general election with or without

legislative approval.

Section 5: Ratification of Améndments. (a) A

proposed amendment to this Constitution shall be submitted

to the qualified voters for ratification at the next regular

. , .
general election.

(b) An amendment pfoposed by legislative initiative shall be

approved if it receives an afifirmatjve vote of a majofity of the .

votes cast. An amendment proposed by constitutional convention or

by popular initiative shall become effective if approved by a majority
of the votes cast and at least two-thirds of the votes cast in each of

two of the three municipalities.

\
(c) No proposal for amendment of the Constitution shall

be subject to a veto by the governor.




SCHEDULE: , TRANSITIONAL MATTERS

A schedule will be attached to the Constitution
for approval by the people that will deal with certain
transitional matters including: |

a) the continuity of the laws currently in
force in the Northern Mariana Islands that are not iﬁconsis—
tent with this Constitution and the Covenant;

b) the continuity of the service of the
employees of the government of the Northern Mariana- Islands;

c) the continuity of judicial cases
pending at the time of the establishment of the Commonwealth;

d) 'the provisfon for citizenship qualifica-
tions prior to the tefmination of the Trusteeship Agreement;

- e) the scheduling of'the election of new
Commonwealth officials after approval of the Constitution
by the United States and the commencement of their terms of
office; ’

'f) the six election districts for the .
purpose of electing the first House of Representatives.

The Convention has not yet considered this schedule

but will take it up when it reconvenes after public hearings.

-




