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PREAMBLE 

We, the people of the Northern Mariana Islands, 

ordain and establish this Constitution for our Commonwealth 

and reaffirm our respect for the Constitution of the United 

States of America, We declare our goal of establishing a 

government in political union with the United States that 

prese'rves our personal liberty and social equality, our 

Chamorro and Carolinian heritage, our land and its resources, 

and our culture, history and traditions. 

t 
ARTICLE I  

PERSONAL RIGHTS 

S e c t i o n  1: Laws ~ r o h i b i i e d .  No law s h a l l  be  

made t h a t  i s  a  b i l l  o f  a t t a i n d e r ,  an ex p o s t  f a c t o  law,  

o r  a  law i m p a i r i n g  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  o f  c o n t r a c t s .  

S e c t i o n  2 :  Freedom of  R e l i e i o n .  S ~ e e c h .  P r e s s  

and Assembly. 'No law s h a l l  be made r e s p e c t i n g  an  e s l a b l i s h -  

ment of r e l i g i o n ,  o r  p r o h i b i t i n g  t h e  f r e e  e x e r c i s e  t h e r e o f ,  

o r  a b r i d g i n g  t h e  freedom of  s p e e c h ,  o r  o f  t h e  p r e s s ,  o r  

t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  p e a c e a b l y  t o  a s semble  and t o  - 
p e t i t i o n  t h e  government f o r  a  r e d r e s s  o f  g r i e v a n c e s .  



Section 3: Search and Seizure. The right of the --- - 
people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and 

belongings against unreasonable searches and seizures shall 

not be violated. 

a) ,No'warrants shall issue except upon 

probable cause supported by oath or affirmation and particularly 

describing the place to be searched and the persons or things 

to be seized. 

.b) No w i r e t a p p i n g  o r  o t h e r  conlparable  means 

o f  s u r v e i l l a n c e  s h a l l  be  u s e d  e x c e p t  p u r s u a n t  t o  a  w a r r a n t .  

c )  Any p e r s o n  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t e d  by 

an  i l l e g a l  s e a r c h  o r  s e i z u r e  * h a l l  have  a  c a u s e  o f  a c t i o n  

a z a i n s r .  t h p  government  w i t h i n  f i z l i t s  p r o v i d e d  by- l a w .  

S e c t i o n  4 :  Cr,iginal . P r o s e c u t i o n s .  In a l l  c r i m i n a l  
m 

p r o s e c u t i o n s  c e r t a . i ~ z  f u n d a ~ l l e n t a l  r i g h t s  s h a f  1 p e r t a i n .  

a )  The a c c u s e d  s h a l l  have  t h e  r i g h t  t o  a s s i s -  

t a n c e  of c o u n s e l  i n  a l l  c a s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a l l  a p p e a l s .  

b )  The a c c u s e d  s h a l l  have  t h e  r i g h t  t o  be  
7 

c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  a g a i n s t  him and t o  have  

compulsory  p r o c e s s  f o r  o b t a i n i n g  w i t n e s s e s  i n  h i s  f a v o r .  

c )  No p e r s o n  s h a l l  be  compe l l ed  t o  be  a  - 
w i t n e s s  a g a i n s t  h i m s e l f .  

d )  T h e r e  s h a l l  be  a  speedy  and p u b l i c  t r i a l .  

e )  No p e r s o n  s h a l l  b e  p u t  t w i c e  i n  j e o p a r d y  



f o r  t h e  same o f f e n s e  r e g a r t l l r s s  o f  t h e  governmenta l  e n t i t y  

t h a t  f i r s t  i n s t i t u t e s  p r o s e c u t i o n .  

f )  E x c e s s i v e  b a i l  s h a l l  n o t  be  r e q u i r e d ,  

g )  E x c e s s i v e  f i n e s  s h a l l  n o t  be imposed. . 
1 )  Crue l  arid unusua l  punishment  s h a l l  n o t  

be i n f l i c t e d .  

i )  C a p i t a l  punishment  i s  p l - .ohib i ted .  

j) Persons who are under 18 years of age 

shall be protected in criminal judicial proceedings and in 

conditions of imprisonment. 

S e c t i o n  5 :  Due P r o c e s s .  No p e r s o n  s h a l l  be  

deprived of  i i f e ,  i j b e r t y  o r  p r o p e r t y  w i t h n u t  d:le y r o c q s s  o f  lay;. 

S e c t i o n  6 :  Equal  P r o t e c t i o n .  No p e r s o n  s h a l l  be  
* * b - 

d e n i e d  t h e  equal. p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  i aws .  No p e r s o n  s h a l l  be  

d e n i e d  t h e  enjoyment of  c i v i l  r i g h t s  o r  be  d i s c r i m i n a t e d  

a g a i n s t  i n  t h e  e x e r c i s e  t h e r e o f  on a c c o u n t  o f  r a c e ,  c o l o r ,  

r e l i g i o n ,  a n c e s t r y  o r  s e x .  

S e c t i o n  7 :  A v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  a M i l i t i a .  I n  Brde r  t h a t  

a  m i l i t i a  may be a v a i l a b l e  i f  n e c e s s a r y  i n  t i m e s  o f  emergency,  

t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  t o  keep and b e a r  arms s h a l l  n o t  be  

i n f r i n g e d .  



Section 8: Quartering Soldiers.. No soldier in tirne of - --- - 

peace may be quartered in any house without the consent of the 

owner, nor in time of war except in a manner prescribed by law. 

Section 9: Trial by Jury. The legislature may' 

provide for tria1,by 'jury in serious criminal and civil cases 

as defined by law. 

Section 10: Free Public Education. - Each person shall 

have the right to a free public education. 

Section 11: Clean and Healthful Environment. Each 

person shall have the right to a clean and healthful environ- 

ment. 

Section 12: Privqcy. The right of individual privacy 

not be i , - l~ i - inged except upoil 2 01 ~"ihpellifig 

government interest. 
\ b - 
ARTICLE I1 

THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 
OF GOVERNMENT 

7 

Section 1: Legislative Power. The legislative 

power of the Commonwealth shall extend to all rightful 

subjects of legislation and shall be vested in.a Northern 

Marianas Commonwealth Legislature composed of a Senate and 

a House of Representatives. 



Scction 2: Cor!po.sitiqr: of the Senate. ---- - --I - --_ - . --- 

a) The Senate shall consist of nine ( 9 j  men- 

hers with three (3) members elected at large from Rota, three 

(3) members elected at large from Saipan and the islands north of 

it, and three (3) members elected at large from Tinian and Aguiguan. 

The term of office for senator shall be four (4) years except 

that the candidate receiving the third highest number of votes 

in the first election fcr senator on each island pursuant to 

this section shall serve a term of two (2) years. 

b) The Senate shall be increased to twelve (12) 

members and three (3) members shall be elected from the islands 

north of Saipan at' the first jegular general election after the 

population of: these islands exceeds one thousand (1,OUU'j 

persons. The senator raceivi?g,the third highest number of 

votes in the first such election shall serve for two (2) years. 

c) A senator shall be a qualified voter of 

the Commonwealth, a United States citizen or national, at least 

twenty-five. (25) years of age, and a resident of the Common- 
7 

wealth for at least five (5) years immediately preceding his 

election. A longer residency requirement may-be provided by law. 

Section 3: Composition of the House of Representatives. 

a) The House of Representatives shall consist of 

thirty (30) members with twenty-five (25) members from Saipan 



and t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  o f  Sail)ara, t h r e e  ( 3 )  members from Rota and 

two ( 2 1  members from Tinl 'an and Aguiguan provi .ded ,  however,  t h a t  t h e  

number o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  may be i n c r e a s e d  by 1 3 1 ~  t o  n o t  more 

t h a n  f o r t y  ( 4 0 ) .  The te rm of  o f f i c e  f o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s h a l l  

be two ( 2 )  y e a r s .  6 

b )  A r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s h a l l  be a  qua ] - i ' f i ed  v o t e r  

o f  t h e  Commonwealth, a  Uni t ed  S t a t e s  c i t i z e n  o r  n a t i o n a l ,  a t  

l e a s t  twen ty -one  (21) y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  and a. r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  

Commonwealtll f o r  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  (3)  y e a r s  immedia te ly  p r e c e d i n g  

h i s  e l e c t i o n .  A l o n g e r  r e s i d e n c y  r e q u i r e m e n t  may be p r o v i d e d  

by law.  

c )  * Rota s h a l l  +cons t i tu te  one e l e c t o r a l  d i s t r i c t ,  

:7 - 11ni2n and ~ g u ~ g ~ d a n  s h a l l  c c n s t i t z t e  cne c l c c t z r z l  d i s t r i c t ,  

t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  of Saip*an s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  one e l e c t o r a l  
'. 

d i s t r i c t ,  and S a i p a n  s h a l l  be d i v i d e d  i n t o  s i x  ( 6 )  e l e c t o r a l  

d i s t r i c t s  f o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  

may change the'  number and b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  d i s t r i c t s  

used  f o r  e l e c t i n g  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  b u t  no d i s t r i c t  on Rota and 

7 
S a i p a n  s h a l i  c o n s i s t  o f  more t h a n  one i s l a n d .  For  t e n  (10)  

y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  

"d  l e g i s i a t u r e  s h a l l  n o t  change t h e  e l e c t o r a l  d i s t r i c t s  on Sa ipan  

and t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  o f  S a i p a n  e x c e p t  p u r s u a n t  t o  i t s  d u f i e s  

under  s e c t i o n  4 cf t h i s  a r t i c l e .  



S e c t  - i-on 4 : R<liip?-:ort 2. oni;:ciit  . 

a )  A t  l e a s t  ex:cry t e n  (10)  y e a r s  and w i t h i n  

one hundred and. t ~ i e n t y  (120) days  fo l . lo~\ r ing  each  d e c e n n i a l  

c e n s u s ,  t h e  1 . c g i . s l a t u r e  shai.1 r e a p p o r t i o n  t h e  s e a t s  i n  t h e  
4 

I-louse o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a s  r e q u i r e d  by c h a i ~ g e s  i n  Commonwealth 

popus la t ion  o r  by law.  Any such r c a p p o r t i o n m e n t  p l a n  s h a l l  

pr.ovide f o r  compact and c o n t i g u o u s  d i s t r i c t s  and f o r  r e p r e -  

s e n t a t i o n  by e a c h  member o f  t h e  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t h e  same number o f  r e s i . d e n t s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  

p e r m i t t e d  by t h e  geography o f  t h e  Corn~nonwealth and t h e  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  among t h e  s e p a r a t e  i s l a n d s .  
t 

b) I f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f a i l s  t o  r e a p p o r t i o n  
? 

t h e  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  p u r s u a n t  t o  subsec , t ion  ( a ) ,  t h e  

governor  s h a l l  
* 

promulga te  a  ?eaFTor t ionment  p l a n  w i t h i n  one 

hundred and twen ty  days  a f t e r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ' s  f a i l u r e  t o  

a c t .  The g o v e r n o r ' s  p l a n  s h a l l  be  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  manner 

p r o v i d e d  f o r  a c t s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and s h a l l  have t h e  

force of law upon such publication. Upon the app1icib;tion of 

any qualified voter, the Commonwealth appeals court or the 

United States District Court if no Commonwealth appeals court 

has been created under section 3 of article IV shall have 

: original, exclusive and final jurisdiction to review any 

reapportionment plan and shall have jurisdiction to make brders 

to amend the plan to comply with the requirements of this 



- 8 -  

' 1- Corl:t:i.tu-tj.gn o r ,  : I ,  t h e  j i o v ~ r i i ~ ; . .  h:!s .Cai led t o  prornuig2,'i:e 

a  p l a n  w i t h i n  t h e  t i m e  pro~~idctc!, t o  one or  more o-r-ders 

e s t a h l - i s h i n g  such  a p l a n .  

S e c t i o n  5 : Enactrinen-t. o f  1 , e g i s l a t i c n .  --- - . - -.-. -- 

a )  App,ropl- ia t i .ons  and r evenue  b i l l s  may be  . 
i n t r o d u c e d  o n l y  ir i  t h e  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t j . v e s .  Otll.er 

b i l l s  m::ly be introcl~lcecl  i l l  z i t h e r  house  o-f' t h e  I.eg.isl a t a r e .  

b )  Every b i l l  s h a l l  b e  c o n f i n e d  t o  one 

s u b j e c t  e x c e p t  b i l l s  f o r  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  and  b i l l s  f o r  t h e  

c o d i f i c a t i o n ,  r e v i s i - o n  o r  re:irrang.ttment o f  e x i s t i n g  l a w s .  

A l l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  b i l l s  s h a l l  b e  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  

a p p r o p r i a t i o n s .  1 , e g i s l a t i v e  $oinpl iance w i t h  t l t e  r e q u i r e -  

n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  j u d i c i a l  r e v i e w .  
% * . 

c )  The l e g i s l a t u r e  s h 3 l l  e n a c t  no law e x c e p t  by 

b i l l  and nc b i l l  s h a l l  beco:ile l aw w i t h o u t  t h c  appro;ra'l o f  a t  l e a s :  

a. ma- jo r i ty  o f  *; the v o t e s  c:?s.t i n  each house  a f  t h e  I c g i s l a t u r e .  
\.,; ~ , % .  

. . 

S e c t i o n  6 :  Loca'l 'La'inrs. .- Laws t h a t  r e l a t e  exc l .us ive ly  

t o  l o c a l  m c l - t t e r s  on Rota ,  S a i p a n ,  T i n i a n  o r  t h e  i s l a n d a  n o r t h  

of  Sa ipan  may be  e n a c t e d  by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  o r  by a m a j o r i t y  

of  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  and s e n a t o r s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  

i s l a n d  o r  i s l a n d s .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  d e f i n e  such  l o c a l  

m a t t e r s  t h a t  c a n  be t h e  s u b j e c t  of  l e g i s l a t i o n  e n a c t e d  by a 

m a j o r i t y  cf t h e  represen ta f : ives  and s e n a t o r s  from t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  



- 9 -  

i s l a n d  o r  islands, r u l e s  or  . regula t l .ons  p ron~u lga t ed  by a 

inayor pu r suan t  t o  a r t i c l e  V I ,  section 3 ( e ) ,  o r  l o c a l  laws 

o r  o r d i n a n c a s  adopted by ai;e!~cies of  local government t h a t  

may be e s t a b l i s h e d  pursuant t o  t i r t i c l e  V I ,  sect:ion 6 ( b )  . 
Secl-i.cn 7 : Act ion  017 -. 

a ) ,  Every b i l l  pa-sscd by t h e  1egj.slcitur-e 

under  s e c t i o n  5 o r  by designated members of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  

under  s e c t i o n  6 s h a l l  be s i g n e d  by t h e  p r e s i d i n q  o f f i c e r  

of t h e  house i n  w h i c h  t h e  b i i l  o r i g i n a t e d .  I f  t h e  governor  

approves t h e  bill, he s h a l l  sign it a n d  t h e  b i l l  s h a l l  become 

law. If t h e  governDx d i s app roves  t h e  b i l l ,  he  s h a l l  indicate 

h i s  veto on t h e  S i L l  and r e t u r n  it t o  t h e  presicl ing o f f i c e r s  

o f  b o t h  h c u s e s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a k u r e  w i t h  a  s t a t e m e n t  of  t h e  

re3sc;:s f o r  h i s  a c t i G n .  T ! I ~  gGVZi-ilOr may v e t o  any  s p e c i f i c  

i tel:! o r  i t en i s  i n  any a p p r o p x j t a t i o n s  b i l l  and s i g n  t h e  

r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  b i l l .  

b )  Thc g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  have  t . ? e n t y  ( 2 0 )  

days  i n  which t o  c o n s i d e r  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  b i l l s  and f o r t y  

( 4 0 )  days  i n  which t o  c o n s i d e r  a l l  o t h e r  b i l l s .  I f  t h e  
1 

g o v e r n o r  f a i l s  e i t h e r  t o  s i g n  o r  v e t o  a b i l l  w i t h i n  t h e  

a p p l i c a b l e  p e r i o d ,  i t  s h a i l  become law i n  t h e  same manner 

a s  i f  h c  had. s i g n e d  t h e  b i l l .  



i j n ~  b i : i J  01: i-;..!7v-. . . j , L  ::f a Lli.11 a~cto.-.::i b y  

t h e  go-ver; lor  iila)i lje r e c o l i s i d e . r e d  b y  t h e  leg:;.sl.:;ture. If 

t w o - t h i r d s  ( 2 / 3 )  of t h e  member: i n  eac l l  !~c!use v o t e  upoa 

r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  p a s s  t h e  b i l l  o r  i t e m ,  it s h a l l  hccon~e  

The 

S e n a t e  s h a l l  have .tile p o ~ v c r  t o  co!2fir:,l a p p o i n t m e n t s  hj- t h c  

So.vcrnoi- vhe re  r;uch conf  isrn..Eio!l is r c q u i . r e d  1))~ t h i s -  Con.- 

S e c t  i cn  9 : Tm;:csch)~tent. Tlle l e g i s l a t u r e  rnay - - - .  L-- 

impeach t h e  g o v e r n o r  and s u c h  o t h e r  e x e c u t i v e  and j u d i c i a l  

o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  Commonwealtll as a r e  made s u b j e c t  t o  impeach-  
4 

inent by t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  T h e  House p f  R e ~ r e s e n t z t i - , - e z  
v 

s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  power t o  i n i t i a t e  ilnpeaclinierlt p r o c e e d i n g s  
* a 

by t h e  v o t e  o f  t w o - t h i r d s  ( i * / 3 )  o f  j.ts members and t h e  

S e n a t e  s h a l l  I.~ave t h e  powcr t o  hear i:i!peaci;i:~enz char.;;cs :;rid 

t o  c o n v i c t  by t h e  v o t e  o f  t w o - t h i r d s  ( 2 / 3 )  o f  i t s  membcrs. 

The l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  p r o c ~ ~ c l u r e s  f o r  t h e  t r i a l  and 

t r emova l  f rom o f f i c e  a f t e r  c o n v i c t  i n n  o f  o f  f i c c r s  s o  ~ m p c a c l i e d .  

Section Va .ca~ i . c i e s .  -4 v a c a n c y  i n  t .he l e g i s -  
-. -. -- -.- - - 

l a t u r e  s h a l l .  be  f i l l e t 1  by s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  i f  more t h a n  

o n e - h a l f  (I.,!?) o f  t h e  ternn r e m a i n s .  I f  l e s s  t h a n  o n e - h a l f  

(1. /2) o f  t h e  t e r m  rernaj-ns ,  t .hc goverr ior  sha l .1  f i l l  t h e  vacar:cy 

by a p p o i n t i n g  ~ l l c  u n s u c c e s s f u l  t ,an:i idate f o r  t h e  o f f i c e  i n  



- is v;i!li.ng t o  s e r v c  o ~ ,  if jlo s12ch cancii.date i s  ::I-ailabf e f o r  
- ,. 

a p p o i ~ l t m e n ~ ,  ally p e r s o n  quai i-riec! Tor the o f f  i c c  from t h e  

mernbcrs of  t h e  !.egis! a t u r e  sha: 1 r e c r  iv:': 311 a1-!1?11~1 s 3 l a r y  

o f  t r ~ f e l v e  thousand. c l 3 1 1 a r s  ($1  2 , 0 0 0 )  srld such r,p:dqonable 

i i l l .O\~anccs f o r  expenses  a s  m:ly be p:.c~vic!ecl by i ; i . \ , ~ .  The 

once e t -c ry  fs:zr (4) ycai-s and  o1.11~ upqn t h e  1-;-co111n;cr:dation 

o f  an a d v i s o r y  con~mi.ssion t c  be estab!  i s h c c l  by I a\.! t o  

s t u d y  and make seco:nnzndations c u n c c r n i n g  thi:  c o ~ ? o ~ i ~ a ' i i ~ l f i  
7 

o f  Commonwealth e x e c u t i v e ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  and j u d i c i a l  o f f i c c ~ s .  

No i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  s a l z v p  of . the  members o f  tht? !~cgi.r;la.tar.e 

sl;-ntqil a p p l y  t o  t h e  1egis l .a t l . l re  v!licF. enactctl  the :,-i.rilc . 
S e c t i o n  1;: Fruh. iS: i4i j .ol \  on C: ,o: ! - i .z .~;~a~~i t  I~r,~:?l~vi;icli.i.t-. 
--------..---------.. .Ab-- 

Xu member o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  shal .1 s e r v c  i i l  any c;'t.her Er,o\ier.n- 

rneirt p o s i t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  a n y  independent  h,?al-3,  agcrlc)', avt1lor.s ty  o r  
7 

ccj;:ielj.ss:lcn e s t a b l i s h e d  by Cgkin;:,l>ii:.~:i'! ?:h 1 aT.il. 

tile l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  be  questioned i n  any  o t h e r  p l a c c  f o r  any 

: ~ n d  no member o f  t h e  l c g i s l a t ~ . ~ s c :  s l ~ a l l  bc  s u b ~ j e c t  t o  a r r c s i .  



t l l v  yc2 . r  f o l  l.oi;i-rlg t . 1 1 ~  re::,;.;! ::r ?,2r-:c r:*l e l e c t  l on a t  wh i.ch 

rnc?lnhcrs ol-: the Ic .gi  s l ~ t ~ l r c  Z ~ C ;  ci ect-crl and  s11al . i  'be 2 continuo;:s 

body  f o r  tlic t-!,fo jT;?ars be-..tw!:en SLICII  o rg ;zniza t io : la .L mcetin:-;s. 

Each l iousc s h a l . 1  meet i.11 r e g a l ~ r  s::.s;s-ic;r!.c. t:s 11-i.cjvided ti): l a w  

or its procedgye..; a l d  may be  Z O I I Y ~ : I I C : ~  at. o t l i e r  rimes by  its 

pres i.ti i n g  o:ff--icel, by  tli; go;.cri-lor. :.;hen z e e t i n g  ; - :c - rs~ian  t 

to tine g n x r e r n o r  ' s c a l l  , t h . r  i cg i s l : : : t i~ l - e  sl-!;.I l cor.lsiiler oi'3.y 

Sec . t i o ; - l  15: .~ rc r~f i i .~a tL .c ,n  a p d  ? ~ - ( ? C ; ' ~ ; ! ~ ' C S .  
i? 

a) . Each 1;o:lsetof t h e  legis1a:turc shall. b e  t h t :  

and t h e  leg is ia turc :  may i~y,law vest in the col..:rts t h e  t r i a l  

and  c le tern inat ' ion  o f  c o n t e s t e d  e l e c z i o n s  of members. E:ic11 

h o u s e  1n3y compel thc a t  ten:lance c.f a b s e n t  meml>ers, d i sc i .p l i .nc  

its nre~i:bers a n d ,  ~ i t h  thc concur.rencc ~f three- f o u r t h s  ( .3 /4)  

rules. 

P b ]  L; ; - Ic .~  11011s~ o f  t h e  1.egisl ; l ture .-hall. clloose 

its pres ic l ing  off;ccr ' f r o m  among its n$inbers, e s t a b l i s l l  such 

c c ~ n ~ n i t t e c s  a s  i t  deems n e c e s s a r y  t.he c~ i l c i uc - t  oJ- i t s  

business, and. d e r e r m i n c  i.t.s r i l les of ; > T ~ c . ~ ~ u T ? T , .  1,;-1~Yi ? ~ O E S ~  



i- . . "1 ,,\.., ,;-,,:<: r:>;.<[>F>; I..< k Y r - , y . p  , , :; 7: 3. 7 ;?, <: :. ::> :: $, i . ~  ;:,j T; j >  !,> ;, -:- ,-..;.\ <;) ;.. ;;(.,(*.,:.. .: L. .. 

. . 
i I i t: c^r;;;ti;lj t t ( 3 r : S  .. ?'he ' ~ , ~ : ~ ~ , ~ . ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~ I J T : C  511;1.?. 1 k:C!CTJ C: 

8 . .  .- . 0 1 ,  p i ;  that st;;ljl 1,::; publj.:f:.cd :~!I..L:!I! d.2.y 

to (13)'. 

. . 7 .  c )  ;:'Ile n;c;c>; ini;s a f' ':!I; Ic;':.! 5 lc'!;ll]'.;; ;:i;c! rd f s  c'r>!-;[.- 
C 

1 8 -  i i ~~ f ; , f~~ \~ .~ : ;  ;;/>-:;;. 1. I,;= ~ ; t j ~ ~ ~ l i ~  ; ~ ~ L ~ < ~ j ! i r J ~ ~ j  )l(j:*;c\*i;:, -!.Ij;:-;: ~ : : : , ~ l ~ ;  i ~ , : ~ ; ~ : , c ;  (i.;: 

ti.;? l cy ; l . i s l~ : tu~-e  iind any l c g ' i s l a . t i \ r e  cgn!:n-i.ttee in:,? r : :~ r : t  i n  

c:;;ec[:2,i-,;e 5,csricil j ~ f  zlltll~:.-i?;i.d to :.o 1 ) ~  t l :~0-t l i i l -2. ; ;  (:!/:> 

01 t .11~ n!e;i:ijers of  t h e  h o u s e  i n v o l  ~ c c ?  , N O  f i l l 2  ! a::t-i.c;n 

C'. - 
. : . 5 i.>o!li!:!.\:t of Fic?j>l.:cys 
..- - . Arl;y ;zc:!l$c:- of ';he 

1 . q i . : i ; t i l : ; 1 ~ ~ '  V;E:O has n f i n z n c i d l  o r  o t h e r  person2.:1 ir;tcr.cs.t 

t o  t h e  ! i ~ l . i ~ ~  o f  ~ \ h i c l i  ha is 3 menbet- and s h a l l  n o t  v o t e  t l i e r co~ l .  

rl'i~c l c s i i l s t : i ~ r c  sTi;li .l e n a c t  a comprehensive cod.: o E couctuct  

v i i  th c(3n.f l i c t s  o f  i n t e r e s t ,  d z f  i n e s  the p r o p e r  s coFe  of 

d e b a t e  in tile I . eg j . s l . t i tu re ,  a n d  deals 1;: th otl.ler gerlnan:: s1.1I.j j e c t s .  
3 

S e c t  Lon 1 : Exec~:t:ivz Tc>?e~ : .  The executive pcwer ----- --.-------.---.-----.--- 

of t h e  C o ~ ~ i ~ : . t \ l l :  s h a l l  be vssted i r i  a goverrlor and -the 



(2 c t i 02 ; <) ~1 ;:j :J :/ ,< ;: :l ;". j :> y! 5 .+. .. : . , ! ,.> L [; PI; 1 (:. 7 )-. : L .  r> .r * J . i ~ < :  -., -, 
..--.-..--..-.-.- - - .-" .. - ...a --- -.~- "-- .-- ..-.- --. 

gcvcr..nf~r 2..hr2ll be q i l a l i = i . eZ  ~ r o t c r  of the 

l e a s t  thirty yea r s  of a;- w ~ ! ,  2 c . i L + -  L,aci-i OZ. nnt.io:?n; G : ,  . th- 

l::n-+-c:-d S t a t e s  and z resic7en.t  arlrl cior?i..i,ci.Lj.ary i.11 t h e  Ci:nu:?o:?-- 

:.;eal.tl-1 fur a t  leas-;,-. seven yea rs  j.nirnediat:ej.y ;:j;:ccedir:y his; 

- those a u t i c s  assigned by tl?e governor or providcr.3 hy 1.2;1.:.!. 

siial!. appoint  a succcessor w i t h  t h e  abvicc and ccnsent  P C  t 1 1 ~  
9 

Sccl.;ion 4 : Elec t ion  of t h e  Governor a::id t..h.e IlieuCci.lar! i: --.-,-------- - ---..,---- - -- 
\ - 

G o v e r ~ o r .  The governor and l ieu tenar i t  goverrior shaS.1 172 el.ec.t.ec1 ----- 
a t  I-argc wi th in  t h e  Cornnom,,~ealth a t  a r e g u l a r  gene ra l  e l ~ c t i o n  

and sha l l .  t a k e  o f f i c e  a s  pravided by a r t i c l e  VIII. The 

term cf fou r  years  with  enci!. vo te r  ~as-i::.!izy a s j .n? le  vbt-.e 

ai2pl-l.c~ble .to both cf f ices.  N o  112rsc1il s l i a l l  be el.cctcd 

y,;verr:or nmre t113n t h r e e  t i r r i k s .  C 

a n n u z l  saLa::y of ti.:mt.:y-two . t1i;:):~i:and d o l l a r s .  E o t l z  s h a l l  



to require iiC:.i.r;closure of flns!:ci.;rl or ckher persofi;;.:. j.nte-restr, 

; . c ia1  cd!~C<-r:<s. 

' s Sr2c i : : i r~a  7 :  Suck:~!~y.i..!.;i~ .':o L;:.;.! ( : ; , : ~ ~ : ~ ~ f i ~ ? i ~ - l : : ~ 3 - ; ~ ~  
-I----I-----.' --.- -..- -..- ---.-- "--. .-." ..--...----..--- .A_ 

In case 



s e n a t e  s h a l l  become a c t i n g  c ; o v o r n q r .  An a c t i n g  qovernor  

who assumes o f f i c e  when more -than one y e a r  remai.ns i n  t h e  

t e rm s h a l l  s e r v e  o n l y  u n t i l  a governor  i s  chosen i n  a  

s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  a s  p r o v i d e d  by law. 

S e c t i o n  8 :  Absence o r  D i - s a b i l i t v  of khe Gc}vernor . ,  
-__l_.iLI.-_ _ _ . . - - - .  - 

a )  When t h e  goverrlor i.s physical-1.y z h s e n t  frcni 

t h e  Cornrnonweal t h ,  the l i e u t e ~ i a n t  governor  shal-1.. be a .c t iny  gc;verno:c. 

I f  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  governor  i s  a l s o  a b s e n t  o r  i s  o t h e r w i s e  u n a v a i l -  

a b l e ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  G e ~ a t e  s h a l l  b e  a c t i n g  j o v e r n o r .  

b )  When t h e  governor  i s  u n a b l e  to d i s c h a r g e  t h e  

d u t i e s  o f  h i s  o f f i c e  by r e a s o n  o f  impeachment cr o t h e r  d i s a b i l i t y ,  

i n c l u d i n g  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  to ' phys ica l  o r  mental.. d i s a : = i l i . t y ,  'she 

:.~eii ceimi-lt cjovernor s h a l l  b e  a c t i n g  governor .  It' t h e  I-IeuCenallt 

\. 
governor  i s  unavai.lab1.e t o  s E r u e ,  t h e  o r d e r  of s u c c e s s i o n  

t o  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  a c t i n g  governor  s h a l l  b e  t h e  same as i f  t h e  

governor  w e r e  p h y s i c a l l y  a b s e n t  from t h e  Cornonwealth .. If 

t h e  p e r s o n  n e x t  i n  s u c c e s s i o n  t o  t h e  governor  h a s  r e a s o n  t o  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  governor  i s  u n a b l e  t o  discharge t : ? e  d u t i c s  
7 

of h i s  o f f i c e ,  t h a t  p e r s o n  s h a l l  in fo rm t h e  Commo!lwealth appeais 

&cour t  o r  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  D i . s t r i c t  C o i ~ r t  i f  no Comfionwealth 

a p p e a l s  c o u r t  h a s  been c r e a t e d  under  s e c t i o n  3 of a r t i c l e  I T T .  

Tikc c o u r t  s ? , a l l  ha-re o r i g i n a l ,  exclusive and f  j c a l  j u r s i d i c t - i o n  

to d e t e r m i n e  a l l  y u e s t i o l t s  r e g a r d i n g  d i s a b i l i - k y  of t h e  goT:-erilor, 

t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  vacancy i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of yovcrnor ,  a.nd 

success ic>n t o  t h e  o f f i c e  o r  i t s  powers and d u t i e s .  



S e c t i o n  9 : E x e c u t i v e  .- and A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Punct- ions . -- 

a )  The governor  s h a l l  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  

f a i t h f u l  e x e c u t i o n  of t h e  l aws .  

b )  The governor  s h a l l  p r e p a r e  and submi t  t o  

t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a  proposed annua l  budge t  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

y e a r .  The budge t  s h a l l  d e s c r i b e  a l l  a n t i c i p a t e d  revenues  of  

t h e  Commonwealth and s h a l l  i n c l u d e  recornended  l e g i s l a t i o n  

w i t h e r e s p e c t  t o  t a x a t i o n  i f  n e c e s s a r y .  The budge t  s h . a l l  a l s o  

recormend e x p e n d i t u r e s  of  Comnonwealth f u n d s .  I n  p r e p a r i n g  t h e  

b u d g e t , ' t h e  governor  s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  submiss ions  made by t h e  

mayors of S a i p a n ,  Ro ta ,  T i n i a n  and t h e  Nor the rn  I s l a n d s  a s  t o  

t h e  b u d g e t a r y  needs  o f  t h o s e  i s l a n d s .  The g o v e r n o r ' s  submiss ion  I 

c 
t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  s t a t e  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  

t h e  b u d g e t a r y  r e q u e s t s  of  each  mayor. A f t e r  a p p r o v a l  by t h e  

l e g i s l a t u r e ,  t h e  governo$*maymot reprogram a p p r o p r i a t e d  fuiids 

e x c e p t  a s  p rov ided  by law. I f  t h e  budge t  i s  n o t  approved 

b e f o r e  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h a t  f i s c a l  y e a r ,  a l-1 a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f o r  

government o p e r a t i o n s  and obl . i .gat ions s h a l l  b e  c o n t i n u e d  a t  t h e  

l e v e l  f o r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r .  
7 

c )  The governor  s h a l l  r e p o r t  a t  l e a s t  a n n u a l l y  t o  

t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  Comrnont~ealth and 

recommending measures  he c o n s i d e r s  n e c e s s a r y  o r  d e s i r a b l e .  

d )  The governor  s h a l l  have t h e  .power t o  g r a n t  

r e p r i e v e s ,  c o m u t a t i . o n s  and pa rdons  a f t e r  c o n v i c t i o n  f o r  a11 

o f f e n s e s  a f t e r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  a  board  of  p a r o l e  t o  b e  c r e a t e d  



by law, provided, however, that this power shall not apply 

to impeachments or to removals following impeachments. 

Section 10: Emergency Powers of the Governor. The 
--.- 

governor shall have the power to declare a state of emergency 

in the case of inv?sion, civil disturbance, natural disaster 

or other calamity and may mobilize all available resources 

.to respond to that emergency. 

Section lL: Attorney General. The governor shall - 

appoint an attorney general with the advice and consent of the 

senate. The attorney general shall serve as legal adviser to 

the governor and executive departments, shall be responsible 

for representation,of the Con~onwealth government in all legal 

matters, and shs.11 serve as chicf law enf~rceinsnt officer 
r 

with responsibility for prosecuting violations of Commonwealth 
\ C m 

law. 

Section 12: Public Auditor. The governor shall 

appoint a pub1.i~ auditor with the advice and consent of 

the legislature. The public auditor shall audit the receipt, 

possession and disbursement.of all public funds by any~branch, 

agency or depz-rtment of the Conunonwealth and shall perform 

other duties as provided by law. The public auditor shall 

report hi-s findings to the legislature and the governor at, 



. l e a s t  once every  yea r  and such r e p o r t  s h a l l  promptly be  

made p u b l i c .  The p u b l i c  a u d i t o r  may be removed on ly  f o r  cause  

and wi th  t h e  concurrence of two- th i rds  of t h e  members of 

t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  I n  t h e  event  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  vacancy i n  

t h e  o f f i c e  of  p u b J i c ' a u d i t o r ,  t h e  p r e s i d i n g ' o f f i c e r  of 

t h e  s e n a t e  s h a l l  appo in t  a  temporary p u b l i c  a u d i t o r  who 

s h a l l  s e r v e  u n t i l  t h e  governor a p p o i n t s  a  succes so r  w i th  

t h e  adv ice  and consen t  of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

Sec t ion  13: Department --. of Education.  The l e g i s l a -  

t u r e  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  a department of educa t ion  headed by a 

supe r in t enden t  of educa t ion  appointed by a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

board of educa t ion .  The members of t h e  board of educa t ion  

shz:! :I. be a p p o i ~ t . e d  by t.he ~OTTCLI-nor w i t - h  t h e  adv ice  and, 

consen t  of t h e  gena te  and s h a l l  fo rmula te  p o l i c y  and e x e r c i s e  *. - 
c o n t r o l  over  t h e  p u b l i c  schdol  sy$tem through t h e  super-  

i n t enden t .  The corcposi'cion of t h e  board of education and 

o t h e r  m a t t e r s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  i t s  o p e r a t i o n s  and d u t i e s  s h a l l  

be provided by law. 

Sec t ion  1 4  : Heads of Execu.tive Denartmerits. ' Each 

p r i n c i p a l  depar tment  s h a l l  be  under t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  of t h e  

governor and,  u n l e s s  o the rwi se  provided i n  t h i s  Cons t - i tu t ion  

o r  by l a w ,  s h a l l  be  headed by a  s i n g l e  execu t ive .  The - 
governor may appo in t  t h e  heads of execu t ive  depar tments  w i t h  

t h e  adv ice  and consen t  cf  t h e  s e n a t e .  T h e  governor may remove 

t h e  heads of execu t ive  depar tments .  A l l  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  

employed by tlie Conlmon~~caI.t!~ s h c l i  be appointed ancl may be 



removed as provided by law. The governor may at any time 

require information in writing or otherwise from the officers 

of any admirLstrative department, of.fice or agency of the 

Commonwealth. 

Section 15: Executive .- and Administrative Departments. - 

All executive and administrative offices, agencies and 

instrumentalities of the Commonwealth government, and their 

resp6ctive functions, powers and duties shall be allocated 

by law among and within not more than fifteen principal 

departments so as to group them as far as practicable 

according to major purposes. Regulatory, quasi-judicial 

and temporary agencies need n ~ t  be allocated within a 

principal. dey)artment: The 1e.gislature shall hy la? prescribe 

the functions, powers and duties of the principal depart- * - .  

ments and of all other agencies 'of the Commonwealth and 

may from time to time reallocate offices, agencies and 

instrumentalities among the principal departments, and 

may change their fun.ctions, powers and duties. The governor 

may make such changes in the allocation of offices, agkncies 

and instrumentalities and in the allocation of their functions, 

powers and duties as he considers necessary for efficient 

administration. If such changes affect existing law, they- 

shall be set forth in executive orders which shall be 

submitted to the legislature and shall become effective 

sixty days after submission, unless specifically modified 

or disapproved by a najority of the members of each house 

of the legislature. 



Section 16: Civil Service Commission. The 

legislature shall provide for a non-partisan and inde- 

pendent civil service commission to establish and administer 

the personnel policies applicable to executive and adminis- 

trative departments and to the staff of the judicial branch 

of gov.ernment. Appointments and promotions within the 
a 

civil service shall be based on merit and fitness de~non- 

strated by examination or by other evidence of competence. 

Section 17: Impeachment of Executive Officials. The 

governor, lieutenant governor and other elected officials of 

the Commonwealth government shall be subject to impeachment 

as provided in article 11, section 9 of this Constitution. Such 

officers may be impeached and removed only for treason, com- 
i 

mission of a felony, corruptiop or neglect of dxty. 
e 

Section 18: Public Services, 
X I 

a) The gover20r-may*delegate to the mayor 

elected under the provisions of section 2 of article VI 

responsibility for the execution of Commonwealth laws and the 

administration of public services in the island or islands in 

which the mayor has been elected. 7 

b) Public services on Rota and Tinian shall 

be supervised by a resident assistant .director in the depart- 

ments providing such services appointed by the head of the 

department with the advice and consent of the representatives 
, 

and senators in the legislature from the island where the 

assistant director shall perform his duties. 



c) Public services authorized by law shall 

be provided on a fair and equitable basis to all the citizens 

of the Commonwealth., The legislature may require that such 

services be provided through decentralized administrative 

arrangements. The governor shall make any necessary recom- 

mendations to the legislature in order to accomplish these 

objectives. 

S e c t i o n  I: J u d i c i a l  Power. The j u d i c i a l  power 
9 

.- 

cllf t h e  C c ) x ~ o n w e z l t h , s h ~ l . l  he v e s t e d  i n  a j u d i c i a r y  of  t h e  
v 

Nor the rn  Mariana I s l a n d s .  The j u d i c i a r y  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  
* 4 - 

Mariana I s l a n d s  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  s u c h . t r i a 1  and a p p e a l s  

c o u r t s  a s  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  may e s t a b l i s h  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h i s  

a r t i c l e .  

S e c t i o n  2 :  Comrnonwea.lth. T r i a l  C o u r t .  The 

l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  a  Commonwealth t r i a l  c o u 3 t .  

T h i s  c o u r t  s h a l l  have o r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  a l l  

m a t t e r s  i n v o l v i n g  l a n d  i n  t h e  Commonwealth and a l l  o t h e r  

c i v i l  a c t i o n s  e x c e p t  t h o s e  i n  which t h e  v a l u e  ' o f  t h e  

m a t t e r  i n  c o n t r o v e r s y  excceds  f i v e  t h ~ u s a n d  d o l l a r s  ( $ 5 , 0 0 0 ) .  

The court shall also have original jurisdiction over all 

criminal actions except those in which the defendant, if 

convicted, may be fined an amount that exceeds five thousand 



d o l l a r s  ( $ 5 , 0 0 0 )  o r  i m p r i s o n m e n t  for a t e r m  t h a t  e x c e e d s  f i ~ e  (5) 

years. At least one (1) full-time judge of the Commonwealth 

trial court shall be assigned to Rota, and at least one (1) 

full-time judge of,the Commonwealth trial court shall be 

assigned to Tinian. Land matters within the jurisdiction of 

the Commonwealth trial court shall be considered by a 

specialized division of the court for at least five (5) years. 

After this Constitution has been in effect for five (5) years, 

the legislature may vest additional civil and criminal 

jurisdiction in the Commonwealth trial court. 

Section 3.: ~ommonweklth Appeals Court. After 

this Constitution has'been in effect for five (5) years: 

the legislature may estqklish a Commonwealth appeals court - 
to hear such appeals from judgments and orders of the 

Commonwealth trial court as are required or permitted by 

4 law. 
Section 4: Jurisdiction of'the United States 

7 
District Court for the Northern Mariana Islands. The United 

States District Court for the Northern Mariana Islands. shall 

have trial and appellate jurisdiction in all civil and 

criminal cases to the extent that such jurisdiction is not 

vested in courts of the Commonwealth by this article or 

by the legislature acting pursuant to this article. When 

the District Court sits as an appellate court to hear appeals 



.from the Commonwealth tri'al court or from. the District 

Court sitting as trial court, it shall consist of three 

judges, at least one of whom shall be a judge regularly 

assigned to a division of the Commonwealth trial court that 

functions as a coui-t of record. 

Section 5: Appointment and Qualifications. Judges 

shall be appointed for a term of six (6) years by the governor 

by and with the consent of the senate. The term of office 

I .  may be increased by law to not more than twelve (12) years 
I 

for judges who have served at least one term. A judge 

shall be at least thirty (30) years of age, a United States 
b 

citizen or national a,nd possess such cther qualificaticns as 
? 

may be provided by law. 
* - 

Section 6: Compensation. The compensation of 

judges shall be provided by law. There shall be no diminution 

of the salary of any judge during his term of office. 

\ 

Section 7: Sanctions. Judges shall be subject 

to impeachment in the saine manner as are other civil oyficers 

for the commission of crime, for neglect'of duty or for 

conduct that brings the judicial office into disrepute. The 

legislature shall establish an advisnrv c n m m i q ~ i n n  nn + h n  



Section 8: Limitations -- on Activities of Judges. 

.No full- time judge shall 'hold any other compensated government 

position or engage in the practice of law. No judge. shall 

make any direct or indirect financial contribution to any 

political organization or party, or hold any executive office 

therein, or participate in a po1,itical campaign of any kind, 

or be a candidate for an elective public office unless he 

has resigned his judicial office at least six months prior 

to his nomination. 

Section 9: .Rule-Making Power. The :judiciary of the 
* 

Northern Mariana Islands may establish rules govei-ning c.ivi1 

and crimingl procedure, judicial ethics, admission 
t 

to and governance of the Bar of the Northern Mariana Islands: 
? 

and other matters of judicial administration provided, however, 

that any propo'sed rule shafl b e  promptly submitted to the legis- 

lature and shall become effective sixty (60) days after its 

proposal unless disapproved by either house of the legislature. 
* 

Until rules are established pursuant to this article, the rules 

governing such matters in the United States District Coqrt 

for the Northern Mariana Islands shall apply in the 

Commonwealth courts. 



ARTICLE V 

WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE . 

Section 1: Washington Representative. A Washington 

representative shall be elected to represent the Commonwealth 

in the United States and to perform such related duties as 

are provided by law. The governor shall certify promptly 

the representative's election by providing a certificate of 

selection to the United States Department of State and to 

the representative. 

Section 2: ' Term of Office. The term of ''office 
# 

of the representative shall be two (2) years unless it is 

increased to no more than four ( 4 )  years by popular initi- 
I 

ative pursuant to article IX of this Constitution. 

Section 3: Qualifications. The representative 

shall be a qualified votey'of *he Commonwealth, a United 

States citizen, at least 30 years of age and a resident and 

domiciliary in the Commonwealth for at least seven years 
4 

immediately preceding his election. No person convicted 

of a felony in the Commonwealth or in any area under t h ~  

jurisdiction of the United States shall be eligible for this 

office unless he has received a full pardon. 

Section 4 :  Annual Report. The representative shall 

submit a written report by January 15 of each year to the 

governor and legislature of the Commonwealth. Such report 

shall summarize the representative's official activities on 



behalf of the Commonwealth during the preceding year and 

.identify any problems requiring the attention of the 

Commonwealth government and the Northern Marianas people. 

Section 5: Compensation. The representat.ive shall 

receive an annual salary and reasonable allowances for expenses 

as provided by law'. Such compensation shall neither be 

increased nor diminished during the representative's term of 

office. 

Section 6: Vacancy. A vacancy in the office of 

Washington representative shall be filled by special election 

if more than one-half of the term remains. If less than one- 

half of the term remains, the governor shall appoint a successor 

with the advice and consent of! the senate. 

ARTICLE VI 
* Z . 

LOCAL GOVERN MEN^ 

Section 1: Local Government. There shall be 

local government established by thii article. 

Section 2: Election of Mayor. The qualified 

votecs of Rota, Saipan, Tinian and the islands north of 

Saipan shall elect a mayor to perform the responsibilities 

specified in this article for each island or group of . 
islands. 

a) A mayor shall be a qualified voter of ' 

the Commonwealth, a United states citizen or national, at 



least twenty-five (25) years of age, a resident of the 

Commonwealth for at least three (3) years, and shall meet 

such other qualifications as may be provided by law. 

b) A mayor shall be elected at a regular 

general election for a term of office of four (4) years. 

A vacancy in the office of mayor shall be filled by 

special election if more than one-half (1/2) of the term 

remains and otherwise as provided by law. A mayor may be 

subject to recall under the provisions of article IX, section 3 .  

Section 3: Responsibilities of Mayor. - 

a) The mayor shall serve on the governor's 

council of mayors provided bybsection 5 of this article. 

b! Th.e rnzyor shall review the adeqzac.7 .t $f the 
? 

governmental services and the appropriations provided by law 
* a . 

for the island or islands he serves and may submit any 

findings or recommendations regarding these services or 

appropriations to the governor. 

c) The mayor may investigate complaints.:--.- 

and conduct public hearings regarding any matter of l!ocal 

concern and submit any findings or recommendations on 

such subject .to the governor and other appropriate agencies 

of the Commonwealth. 

d) The mayor shall propose, items for inclu- 

sion in the annual budget, review the budget before its 

submission by the governor to the legislature, and recommend 

amendments in the budge-t relating to'the island or islands 
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served by the mayor. Any proposal relating to the budget made 

by the mayor shall be considered by the responsible Commonwealth 

official and rejected only for good cause. 

e) The mayor may promulgate rules and 

regulations on locgl matters pursuant to authority provided 

by law. 

f) The mayormayexpend.for local public 

purposes such revenues as are raised by local taxes 

designated by law for such purposes provided, however, that 

these expenditures shall be specifically authorized by the 

legislature or by a majority of the representatives 

and senators representing thetisland or islands served 

by the mayor. v 

g) The mayor may appoint and supervise * '* - 
such employees as are provided by law to assist in the 

performance of his responsibilities. 

h) The mayor shall perform such other 

responsibilities as are specified by law. 

Section 4: Compensation of Mayor. The maybr 

shall receive an annual salary and a reasonable allowance 

for expenses from Commonwealth revenues as provided by law. 

The salary of the mayor may not be decreased during his 

term of office. Salaries and expenses for any assistants, 

to the mayor shall be paid by local taxes designated by law 

for such purposes provided, however, that these salaries 



and expenses shall be spekifically authorized by the 

legislature or by a majority of the representatives 

and senators representing the island or islands served by 

the mayor. 

Section 5: Governor's Council of Mayors. The 

mayors elected pursuant to section 2 and the governor 

shall constitute a council of mayors to advise the governor 

on local matters. The governor shall preside over the 

council which shall meet at least four ( 4 )  times each. year 

to consider any matter relating to the relationship between 

the Commonwealth and its separate islands as the members 
C 

place on the council's agenda. 
. - . . . . - .. . - 

Section 6: Other Agencies of Local Government. 

a) The ch$rtekd municipality form of local 

government shall cease to exist on the effective date of 

this Constitution. Local taxes paid to the chartered 

municipal governments on Rota, Saipan and Tinian shall remain 

,/ 
in effect until otherwise provided by law and shall be expended 

t 
if authorized by the legislature or by a majority of 

the representatives and senators from the island or islands 

for local public purposes on the island or islands producing 

such revenues. Ordinances and other rules enacted by 
- ,  

municipal councils on Rota, Saipan and Tinian that are , 
k consistent with this constitution shall remain in effect 

until superseded by Commonwealth law'. 
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b) No additional.agency of local government 

shall be established for at least five (5) years from the 

effective date oi the Constitution. The legislature may 

then establish agencies of local government in place of or 

in addition to the agencies provided for in this article 

with such powers, elected officers and financing as may 
4 

be provided by law. Agencies of'local government shall not 

be created for geographical units other than Rota, Saipan, 

Tinian and the islands north of Saipan. No new agencies of 

local government shall be established without the approval of 

two-thirds (2/3) of the qualified .voters residing on 

the island or islands to be served'by the agency of local 

government. 
f 

ARTICLE VII 

ELIGIB~LITY- TO VOTE 
L 

Section 1: Qualifications of Voters. Any person 

is eligible to vote who, at the date of the election, is 18 

years of age or older; is domiciled in the Commonwealth, is a 

resident of the Commonwealth and has resided in the codonwealth 

as provided by law, is not serving a sentence for any crime 

other than a misdemeanor having a maximum sentence of six 

months or less, has not been found by a court to be of unsound 

mind, and is either a United States citizen or a United States , 
4 

national, provided, however, that the legislatqre may require- 

that persons eligible to vote be United States citizens., 



Section 2 :  No Literacy Requirement. person 

.may be denied the right <o vote because such person is 

unable to read or write. 

Section 3: Domicile and Residence. The legisla- 

ture shall implement section 1 by providing the criteria by 

which domicile and'residence shall be determined for voting 

purposes and specifying the length of residence within the 

Commonwealth that shall be required. 

ARTICLE VIII 

ELECTIONS 

Section 1: Genera1,Election. The election of 
* 

officers of the Corn-~nwealth provided for by article 11, 
? 

article I11 and article V of this Constitution shall be 
* * 

held on the first Sunday in ~Svember'. This election shall be 

the regular general election of the Commonwealth. 

section 2: Other Elections. Other elections 

shall be held as provided by law. 

Section 3: Election Procedures. The legi21ature 

shall by law provide for the registration of voters, the 

nomination of candidates, absentee voting, secrecy in voting, 

the administration of elections, the resolution of electibn 

contests, and ali other matters with respect to election, 

procedures. 



Section 4: Taking Office After Elections. All 

officers elected at the regular general election shall 

take office on the second Monday of January of the year 

foll~wing the year in which the election was held. 

ARTICLE IX 

INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM AND RECALL 

Section 1: Initiative. The people may enact laws 

by initiative. , 
- .  . 

a) An initiative petition shall.,contain the 

full text of the proposed law. 1f the petition proposes a 

local law that affects only on* municipality, the petition 

shall be signed by at .least twenty (20) percent of the tptal 

number of voters qualified to .vote in the municipality. If * @ * .  
. the petition proposes a general law for the ~ommonwealth, 

the petition shall be signed by at least twenty (20) percent 

of the total number of qualified voters in each of two of the 

municipalities.' 

b) Initiative petitions shall be filed with 

the attorney general for certification that the requirements 

of section 1 (a) have been met. 

c) ~nitiative petitions certified by the . 
.attorney general shall be submitted to the voters at the - .  

# 

next regular general election, provided that such election 

is held at least 180 days from the date the petition is filed 

with the Attorney General. 



d) If the petition proposes a local law that 

affects only one municipality, it shall become law if approved 

by two-thirds of the registered voters of the municipality. 

If the petition proposes a general law for the Commonwealth, 

it shall become 1aw.if'approved by two-thirds of the 

registered voters of the Commonwealth. An initiative petition 

that has been approved by the voters shall take effect thirty 

(30) days after the date of the election unless the initiative 

petition itself otherwise provides. 

Section 2: Refer,endum.. The people m'ay reject 

zny act of the legislature by referendum. 

a) ' A referendhm petition shall. contain the 
. . 

full text of the law that is sought to be rejected and 
. . 

. shall be signed by a nurnbh. of. qualified voters equal to 

at least twenty1(20) percent of the tctal number of quali- 
I 

fied voters within the Commonwealth. 

b) Referend.um petitio~s shall be filed vit3 

the attorney general for certification that the requir<ments 

of section 2(a) have been met. . 

c)  Referendum petitions certified by the 

'attorney general shall be submitted to the voters at the 
9 

next regular general election. 

d) A referendum petition submitted to the 

voters shall take effect if approved.by a majority of the 



d) If the petition proposes a local law that 

affects only one municipality, it shall become law if approved. 

by two-thirds of the registered voters of the municipality. 

If the petition proposes a general law for the Commonwealth, 

it shall become lawaif approved by two-thirds of the 

registered voters of the Ccmmonwealth. An initiative petition 

that has been approved by the voters shall. take effect thirty 

(30) days after the date of the election unless the initiative 

petition itself otherwise provides. 

Section 2: Scfercndum.. The people may reject 

any act of the legislature by referendum. 

a) ' A referendbm petition shall. ccntai~i the 

full text of the law that is sough: to be rcjected and 

shall be signed by a nunibei of qualified voters equal.. to 

at least twenty'(20) percent of the tctal number of quali- 

fied voters within the Commonweal'ch. 

b) Referendum petitions shall be filcd :.:it$ 

the attorney general for certification that the requirements 

of section 2 (a) have been met. . 

c) Referendum pctiticns certified by the 

'attorney general shall be submitted to the voters at the 

next regular general election. 

d)  A refcrcndum petition subnitted to the 

voters shall take effect if approvc:d by a majority 05 the 



votes cast and the law th'at is the subject'of the petition 

shall become null, void and be repealed thirt.~ (30) days 

after the date of the.election unless the referendum petition 

otherwise providcs. 

Section 3 !  Recall. All elected public officials 

in the Commonwealth are subject co'recall by the voters of 

the Commonwealth or politicals~ibdivision f rom~which  

elected. 

a) Recall.petitions shall identify the public 

offlcial sought to be recallcd by name and title or office, 

shall state the grounds for recall, c and shall be signed by a 

nuxber of qualified voters equa1,to at least. fortyprrcent of 
t 

the total number of persons qualified to vote for the public 
* 

. office from which the public ofIicia.1 is to be removed. 

; b) Recall p,etitions shall be filed with the 
- .  - - . a  . 

attorney general or, if recall of 'the attorney general is 
-- sought, with the governor for certification that the s 

t requirements of Bection 3(a) have been met. 

c) Recall petitions that have been certified shall 

be submitted to the voters at the next regular general 

election unless the legislature provides that recall peti-- 

tions be submitted at special 'elections. 
a 

1 

d) A recall petition shall take effect thirty 

(30) days after the date of the election if apprqved by 



a majority of the votes cast. 

e) Recall petitions shall not be filed against any 

public official more than once in any year or during the 
.* 

first six months of a term in office. 

4 

ARTICLE X 

TAXATION AND FINANCE 

Section 1: Public Purpose. No tax shall be 

levied or appropriation of public money made, directly or 

indirectly, except for a public purpose. 

Section 2: Report on Tax Exemptions. Every 

five years the goveinor shall $repare a report to the 

iegislature that assesses the use and the social, fiscal' 

and economic impact of any* taxe..e,xemptions established by 

law. The report shall include any recommendations by the 

governor on exemption policy or laws. 

Section 3: Public. Debt Authorization. No 
- ~- 

public debt shall' be authorized or incurred unless 
t 

approved by two-thirds ( 2 / 3 )  of the members in each house 

of the legislature. 

.Se.c.tioIi '4.:' Public Debt Limitation. No public 

e indebtedness other than bonds or other obligations of the 
I - ,  

government payable solely from the revenues derived from , 

any public improvement or undertaking shall be authorized 

for any operating expenses of the Commonwealth government 



or its political subdivisions, or'in excess of ten percentum 

of the aggregate assessed valuation of the real property 

within the Northern Mariana Islands. 

ARTICLE XI 
4 

PUBLIC LANDS 

Section 1: Public Lands. All .of the lands as to 

which right, title or interest have been or hereafter are 

transferred from the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands 

to any legal entiLy in the Commonwealth pursuant to 

Secretarial Order 2969, promulgated by the United States 

Secretary of the Interior on Dscember 26, 1974, all of the 

lands as to which right, title or interest have been vested 

in the Resident Commissioner pursuant to Secretarial Order * * '. 
. 2989, promulgated by the United ~tatgs Secretary of the 

Interior on March 24, 1976, all of the lands as to which 

right, title or interest have been or.hereafter are transferred 

to or by the government o'£ the Northern ~Sriana Islands pursuant 

to Article VIII of the Covenant, and all submerged land3 off 

the coast of any part of the Commonwealth to which the Common- 

wealth now or hereafter may have a claim of ownership pursuant 

to international law or United States law are public lands-and 

belong collectively to the people of the Commonwealth who are. , 

I 

of Northern Marianas descent. 



Section 2: ~ubmer~ed'~ands. The management and 

disposition of submerged lands off the coast of any part of 

the Commonwealth shall be as provided by law. 

Section 3: Surface Lands. The management and 

disposition of all public lands except those provided for by 
4 

section 2 shall be the responsibility of the Marianas Public 

Land Corporation which shall be the legal entity designated 

pursuant to Secretarial Order 2969.  

S e c t i , o n  4 : Mar ianas  P u b l i c  Land C o r p o r a t i o n .  T h e r e  

i s  h e r e b y  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  M a r i a n a s  P u b l i c  Land C o r p o r a t i o n .  

a )  The C o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  have  n i n e  d i r e c t o r s  

a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  g o v e r n o r  w i t h b t h e  a d v f c e  and c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  

S e n a t e  who shal .1  d i r e c t  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  C o r p o r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  

b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  Commonwealth who a r e  o f  N o r t h e r n  *. t \ .  
M a r i a n a s  d e s c e n t .  

b )  Two d i r e c t o r s  s h a l l .  b e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  S a i p a n ,  

two s h a l l  b e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  R o t a ,  two s h a l l  b e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  

T i n i a n ,  one  s h a l l  b e  a  C a r o l i n i a n  o r  p e r s o n  o f  C a r o l i n i a n  

d e s c e n t ,  and one s h a l l  b e  a ,  r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  1 2 l a n d s .  

Each d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  b e  a  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c i t i z e n  o r  n a t i o n a l ,  

a  r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Commonwealth f o r  a t  l e a s t  f i v e , ( S )  y e a r s  

p r e c e d i n g  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t ,  a p e r s o n  who h a s  n o t  been  c o n v i t t e d  

o f  any  crime c a r r y i n g  a  maximum.sentence  o f  impr i sonmen t  o f  

more than six months; a, person;-who is able ,to-:speak !Chamorro 

o r  C a r o l i n i a n  and a  p e r s o n  o f  N o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a s  d e s c e n t .  

d 



c )  The d i r e c t o r s  s h a l l  s e rve  s i x - y e a r  terms 

provided, however, t h a t  t h r e e  of  t h e  f i r s t  n i n e  d i r e c t o r s  

appointed s h a l l  s e r v e  a  two-year term,  t h r e e  s h a l l  s e r v e  a  

fou r -yea r  term and t h r e e  s h a l l  s e rve  a  s i x - y e a r  term. No 

person may s e r v e  mo,re t han  one term a s  d i r e c t o r .  

d )  The Corporat ion s h a l l  a c t  by ma jo r i ty  

v o t e  of t h e  t o t a l  number of d i r e c t o r s  and shall have all of 

the powers available to a corporation under Commonwealth law. 

' e )  The d i r e c t o r s  s h a l l  p repare  and p u b l i s h  

once each year  a  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  people  of t h e  Commonwealth 

d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  management of  t h e  p u b l i c , l a n d s  and t h e  n a t u r e  

b 
and e f f e c t  of any t r a n s f e r s  of i n t e r e s t s  i n  p u b l i c  land  . 

' d u r i n g  t h e  preceding year  and d i s c l o s i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  6f each 

of t h e  d i r e c t o r s  i n  any laRd i r e  t h e  Commonwealth. 

f )  A t  any t ime t e n  yea r s  a f t e r  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  

da.te of t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  by an a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  of two- 

t h i r d s  of t h e  members of each house ,of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  t h e  

co rpora t ion  may be d i s so lved  and i t s  func t ions  may be t ~ a n s f e r r e d . . . .  

t o  t h e  execut ive  branch of 'government. 

Sec t ion  5: Fundamental P o l i c i e s .  The Marianas . - 
Publ ic  Land Corporat ion s h a l l  fo l low c e r t a i n  fundamental 

p o l i c i e s  i n  t h e  performance of i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  

a) The Corporation shall make available some 

portion of the public lands for a homestead program. No person 

shall be eligible for more than one agricultural and one village 



homestead. No person shall receive title to a homestead for five 

years after the grant of a homestead or shall be able to transfer 

t i t l e  t o  a  homest,ead w i t h i n  t e n  y e a r s  o f  r e c e i p t  t h e r e o f  

p rov ided ,  however, t h a t  t h e s e  r equ i r emen t s  s h a l l  be waived f o r  

pe r sons  who have e g t a b l i s h e d  a  con t i nuous  r e s i d e n c e  on p u b l i c  

l a n d s  f o r  a t  l e a s t  20  y e a r s  a s  o f  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  

C o n s t i t u t i o n .  Other  r equ i r emen t s  f o r  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  home- 

s t e a d  program and' t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  i n t e r e s t  i n  l a n d  t o  be 

t r a n s f e r r e d  by t h e  Corpo ra t i on  s h a l l  be  a s  p rov ided  by law. 

b)  .The Corpo ra t i on  s h a l l  n o t  t r a n s f e r  t i t l e  

t o  any p u b l i c  l a n d s  f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  t e n  y e a r s  from t h e  

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  excep t  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  

homesteads as p rov ided  under  s e c t i o n  5  ( a ) .  
? 

c )  The .Corpo ra t i on  s h a l l  n o t  t r a n s f e r  any * - - 
l e a s e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  i n  any p u b l i c  l a n d s  f o r  a  p e r i o d  exceeding 

t w e n t y - f i v e  (25)  y e a r s  i n c l u d i n g  a l l  renewal  r i g h t s .  . 

d )  The Corpo ra t i on  s h a l l  n o t  t r a n s f e r  t o  any 

pe r soh  o r  l e g a i  e n t i t y  any i n t e r e s t  i n  more t h a n  f i v e  h e c t a r e s  

of  p u b l i c  l and  f o r  u s e  f o r  commercial purposes  u n l e s s ' t h e  

proposed t r a n s f e r  h a s  been approved by a  m a j o r i t y  v o t e  o f  

t h e  members o f  t h e  s e n a t e .  

e )  The Corpo ra t i on  s h a l l  n o t  t r a n s f e r  any 

i n t e r e s t  i n  any p u b l i c  l a n d s  t h a t  a r e  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  150 f e e t  

o f  t h e  h igh  wate r  mark o f  any sandy beach w i t h i n  t h e  Commonwealth. 



f) The Corporation shall adopt a comprehensive 

land use plan with respect to the public lands including 

priority of uses and such plan may be amended from time to time 

as the Corporation shall provide. 

g )  4 ~ h e  Corporation shall transfer promptly all 

moneys received from the public lands to the Marianas. Public 

Land  rust provide& however, that the Corporation shall retain 

the portion of such moneys necessary to meet reasonable 

expenses of administration. - .  

Section 6.: Marianas Public Land Trust. There is 

hereby established a Marianas Public Land Trust. 

a) 'The Trust *all have three (3) trustees 

appointed and removed'by the Conmonwealth trial court. , 

b) The trustees shall make reasonable, careful * Ir 
,% 

and prudent investments. During the first ten (10) years of the 

Trust, no investments shall be made except in obligat.ions of 

the United States government. 

c) If the legislature authorizes a Marianas 
\ 

development bank, and if the legislature provides that the 

entire amount of United States economic assistance for economic 

development loans provided under section 702 (c) .of the Covenant 
. . ... 

shall be deposited in that bank, then the Trust shall use-up to 

fifty-five percent (55%) of its receipts in any given year 

to increase the total capital available to the bank to the 



sum of ten million dollars ($10,000,000). If in any year 

subsequent to a deposit of funds by the Trust in the bank, the 

bank has more than ten million dollars ($10,000,000) .in total 

capital, then the bank shall repay t 8 1  the Trust the' excess 
4 

above ten million dollars ($10.,000,000) until the Trust 

has been made whole. 

d) The trustees shall carry out the intention of . 

section 803(e) of the Covenant by making available the interest, 

and, to the extent necessary, the principal of the amount 

received for the lease of property at Tanapag Harbor 

for the development and maintenance of a memorial park. The 
b 

trustees shall transfer to the general revenues of the 
* 

Commonwealth all remaining interest accrued on the Trust 

proceeds, pro;ided, howe;&, th3t the *Trustees may retain the 

amount of the interest necessary to meet the reasonable expenses 

of administration of the Trust. 

, ' e) The trustees shall prepare and publish an 

annual. report to the people of the Commonwealth accouhting 

for all revenues received and expenses incurred by the Trust 

and describing all investments and other transactions 

authori'zed by the trustees. . 
f] The trustees shall be held to strict - .  

I 

standards of fiduciary care. 



ARTICLE XI1 

RESTRICTIONS ON ALIENATIOX OF LAND 

Sect ion  1: Al ienat ion  of Land. The a c q u i s i t i o n  of permanent and 

long-term. i n t e r e s t s  i n  r e a l  p rope r ty  w i t h i n  t h e  Commonwealth s h a l l  6 e  r e s t r i c t e d  
4 

t o  persons o f  Northern Marianas descent .  

,Section 2 :  Acquis i t ion .  The term a c q u i s i t i o n  a s  used i n  s e c t i o n  1 

s h a l l  i-nclude a c q u i s i t i o n  by means of a l l  t r a n s f e r s  by s a l e ,  l e a s e ,  g i f t ,  

i n h e r i t a n c e  o r  any o t h d r  means provided, however, t h a t  a  t r a n s f e r  t o  a  spouse by 

inhe r i t ance  s h a l l  n o t  be  considered an  a c q u i s i t i o n  under t h i s  s e c t i o n  and 

provided fu r the r ,  t h a t  a  t r a n s f e r  t o  a  mortgagee' by means of' a  f o r e c l o s u r e  

on a mortgage s h a l l  n o t  be considered an a c q u i s i t i o n  under t h i s  s e c t i o n  i f  
f 

t h e  mortgagee does no t  hold t h e  permanent o r  long-term i n t e r e s t  i n  r e a l  
? 

proper ty  t o r  nor? than f ive  years .  p 

* 
Sect ion  3: Permanent and ~ o n s ~ e r m *  ~ n t e r e s t s  i n  Real Property.  

. .The  term permanent and long-term i n t e r e s t  i n  r e a l  proper ty  .as  used i n  s e c t i o n  1 

s h a l l  i nc lude  a l l  f r eeho ld  i n t e r e s t s  and a l l  leasehold  i n t e r e s t s  s f  more than 

twenty-five yea r s  inc lud ing  a l l  renewal r i g h t s .  

Sec t ion  4 : Persons of Northern I lar ianas Descent. For a l l  tpurposes 

under t h i s  Cons t i tu t ion ,  a  person of  Northern Marianas descent  s h a l l  be def ined  

a s . a  person who i s  a c i t i z e n  o r  n a t i o n a l  of t h e  United S t a t e s  and of a t  l e a s t  

one-quarter Northern Marianas Chamorro o r  Northern Marianas Carol in ian  blood . 
o r  a combination thereof  o r  an  adopted c h i l d  of such person i f  adopted whi le  

. < 

b i 

under t h e  age of  1 8  years .  For purposes of determining Northern Marianas 

descent ,  . a  person s h a l l  be considered t o , b e  a  ful l -blooded Northern Marianas 

Chamorro o r  Northern Marianas Carol in ian  i f  t h a t  person was born o r  domiciled 



i n  t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  p r i o r  t o  1950 and was a  c i t i z e n  of t h e  
. . 

Trus t  T e r r i t o r y  of t h e  P a c i f i c  I s l a n d s  t o  t h e  t e rmina t ion  of t h e  

Trus t eesh ip  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  Commonwealth. 

Sec t ion  5:  .Corporat ions.  A co rpo ra t ion  s h a l l  be  deemed t o  be  a  

person of Northern Marianawdescent  so  long  a s  i t  i s  incorpora ted  i n  t h e  
4 

Commonwealth, has  i t s  p r i n c i p a l  p l a c e  o f  bus ines s  i n  t h e  Commonwealth, has  

d i r e c t o r s  a t  l e a s t  f i f t y -one  pe rcen t  of whom a r e  persons  of Northern Marianas 

descent  and has  v o t i n g  s h a r e s  a t  l e a s t  f i f t y -one  pe rcen t  of which a r e  owned 

by persons of Northern Marianas descent  a s  de f ined  by s e c t i o n  4. 

Sec t ion  6. Enforcement. Any t r a n s a c t i o n  made i n  v i o l a t i o n  of  

s e c t i o n  1 s h a l l  b e  void  ab i n i t i o .  A t  any time t h a t  a co rpo ra t ion  ceases  t o  
- .  

b e  q u a l i f i e d  under s e c t i o n  5,any permanent o r  long-term i n t e r e s t  i n  l and  i n  
C . 

t h e  Commonwealth ovmed b y . t h e  corporatior! s h a l l  be f o r f e i t e d  t o  t h e  governnent.  
v * 

EMINENT DOMAIN 

S e c t i o n  1: Eminent Domain Power. The  government 

may e x e r c i s e  t h e  power o f  eminent domain t o  a c q u i r e  p r i v a t e  
\ 

p r o p e r t y  .necessa ry  f o r  t h e  accomplishment o f  a  p u b l i c  

purpose  a s  p rov ided  by law. 

S e c t i o n  2 :  L i m i t a t i o n s .  P r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  s h a l l  

n o t  be t aken  w i thou t  j u s t  compensat ion and s h a l l  n o t  be 
- 

- I 

t a k e n  u n l e s s  no s u i t a b l e  p u b l i c  l a n d  i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  

t h e  accomplishment . o f  t h e  p u b l i c  purpose .  



S e c t i o n  3 :  S t a t u t e  of  L imi t a t i ons .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  

may r e p e a l  any s t a t u t e  o f  l i m i t a t i o n s  c u r r e n t l y  i n  f o r c e  i n  t h e  

Commonwealth with respect t o  land in order for the Commonwealth to 

provide compensation for past transactions. Such compensation to be 

provided by the Cornonwealth may include monetary re l ief  o r  priori ty 

with respect t o  the distribution of public lands but shall  not affect 

any right in property that vested pursuant t o  the repealed statute of 

limitations. 

ARTICLE XIV 

NATURAL RESOURCES, 
b 

Section 1: Marine Resources. All of the ma;ine 

resources found in waterscloff,the coast of any part of the 

Commonwealth over which the Commonwealth now or hereafter 

may have any jurisdiction pursuant to international law 

or United States law shal1,be controlled, protected and 

preserved by the legislature for the benefit of the people ... 
7 

of the Commonwealth. The transfer of any interest in the 

marine resources of the Commonwealth shall be on terms and 

conditions provided by law. 

Section 2: Uninhabited Islands. The island of 

Managaha shall be maintained as an uninhabited place andJ 



- 4 6  - 

shall be used only for cultural and recreational purposes. The 

island of Sarigan and such other isla.nds as may be provided by 
. 

law shall be maintained as uninhabited .places and shall 

be used only for the preservation of bird and wildlife 

species provided, however, 'that the legislature'may 

substitute in place of sarigan another island equally.pr 

better suited for that purpose. 

Section 3: Places and Things of Cultural and His- 

torical Significance. Places of importance to the culture 
- .  

and traditions of the people of the Northern Mariana Islands 

and places where significant historical events occurred 

within the Northers Mariana Idands shall be protected and 

preserved and public access thereto shall be maintained,as 

provided by law. Artife~ts and other things of cultural or . 
historical significance shall be protected and preserved 

as provided by law and shall not be removed from the 

jurisdiction of the Commonwealth. 

ARTICLE XV Y 

EDUCATION 

Section 1: Education. 'a) There shall be free, 

compulsory and public elementary 'and' secondary ,education for 

the people of the Northern bfariana Islands within age and 

educational levels as provided by law. 1 



b)  T h e r e  s h a l l  b e  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  and a d u l t  

e d u c a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  N o r t h e r n  b lar iana  I s l a n d s ,  c o n s i s t e n t  

w i t h  t h e  n e e d s  and r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e ' p c o p l e ,  a s  p r o v i d e d  by 

law. 

ARTICLE XVI 

CORPORATIONS 

Section 1 : Corporations. No private business 

corporation shall be organized and no existing corporate 

. charter shall be extended or amended except by general laws. 
4 

OATH OF OFFICE 

Section 1: Oath of Office. ~ l l  members of the 

legislature and officers and employees of the Commonwealth 

7 government and its political subdivisions taking office 

shall take and subscribe to the following oath or affirma- 

tion: 

-I do solemnly affirm (or swear) that I - 
will.support and defend the constitution 
and laws of the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands, the Covenant 
To Establish a Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands in Political 
Union with the United States of America, 
the applicable provisions of the . 



Constitution, laws, and treaties 
of the United States of America, 
and that I will faithfully discharge 
my duties to the best of my ability 
(so help me God) . 

-. ARTICLE X V l I I  
4 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

Section 1: Proposal of Amendments. Amendments 

to this Constitution may be proposed by constitutional 

convention, legislative initiative or popular initiative. 

Section 2: Constitutional Convention. (a) The 

legislature, by an affirmative vote of a majority of the 

members of each h&se, may submit to the qualified voters 

the question, "Shall 'there be a constitutional conventibn 

to propose amendments to the Ca,nstitution?" Such question 

shall be submitted to the voters no later than seven years 

after ratification of the Constitution and thereafter in 

the discretion of the legislature. 

(b) The people by initiative petition may direct the 
7 

legislature to submit to the vo'ters the question, "Shall 

there be.a constitutional convention to propose amendments 

to the Constitution?" The petition shall be signed by at 

least three-fourths of the voters or any municipality 

registered at the time of the preceding general.election., 

The attorney general shall certify the filing of the 

petition and cause the question to be submitted at the next 

regular general election provided that the certification 



occurs at least thirty days before the election. 

(c) If the question of holding a convention is 

approved by two-thirds of the votes cast, the legislature 

at the session following approval shall provide for the ' 

4 

convention. 

(d) The number of delegates to the Convention shall be 

equal to the number of members of the most populous house 

of the legislature. The delegates to the convention shall 
- .  

be elected on a nonpartisan basis. 

(e) No call for a constitutional convention pursuant 

to this section shall be subject to a veto by the governor. 

Section 3: . Legislative Initiative. -- The legisla- 
w 

ture by an affirmative vote of three-fourths of the members 
k . 

of each house present and voting may' propose amendments to 

this Constitution. No proposed amendment shall embrace the 

subject matter of more than one article of the Constitutions 

Section 4: Popular Initiative. (a) The people 

may propose constitutional amendments.by initiative. 7 

Petitions including the full text of the proposed amendment 

shall be signed by qualified voters equal in number to at 

least fifty percent of the number of voters registered at-the 

time of the preceding regular general election, including 

at least twenty-five percent of the voters so registered ' 

in each municipality. Such petition shall be 

filed with the attorney general no later than 180- days prior 

to the next regular general election. 



(b) An amendment proposed by popular initiative shall 

be submitted to the legislature. If the proposal is agreed 

to by a majority vote of the legislature, the proposed 

amendment shall be submitted for ratification in the same 

manner as amendmenfs proposed by the legislature. The 

proposed amendment shall be submitted for ratification to the 

voters at the next regular general election with or without 

legislative approval. 

Section 5: Ratification of Amendments. (a) A 

proposed amendment to this Constitutian shall be submitted 

to the qualified voters for ratification at the next regular 

general election. t 

(b) An amendment proposed by legislative initiative shall b& 

approved if it receives an aMinnative vote of a majority of the . 
votes cast. An amendment proposed by constitutional convention or 

by popular initiat+?e shall become effective if cpprcved 5y a za ja r i=g  

of the votes cast and at least two-thirds of the votes cast in each of 

two of the three municipalities. 

(c) No proposal for amendment of the Constitution shall 

be subject to a veto by the governor. 



SCHEDULE: , TRANSITIONAL MATTERS 

A schedule will be attached to the Constitution 

for approval by the people that will deal with certain 

transitional matters including: 
4 

a) the continuity of the laws currently in 

force in the Northern Mariana Islands that are not inconsis- 

tent with this Constitution and the Covenant; 

b) the continuity of the service of the 

employees of the government of the ~orthern Mariana- Islands; 

c) the continuity of judicial cases 

pending at the time of the establishment of the Commonwealth; 
9 d) the provision for citizenship qualifica- 

tions prior to the termination of the Trusteeship ~greehent; 

el the scQ&uli?g of the election of new 

Commonwealth officials after approval of the Constitution 

by the United States and the commencement of their terms of 

off ice; 

f) the six election districts for the 
7 

purpose of electing the first House of Representatives. 

The Convention has not ye't considered this schedule 

but will .take it up whenitreconvenes after pubLic hearings. 


