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PREAMBLE 

We, the people of the Northern Mariana Islands, 

ordain and establish this Constitution for our Commonwealth 

and reaffirm our respect for the Constitution of the United 

States of America, We declare our goal of establishing a 

government in political union,with the United States that 

preserves our personal liberty and social equality, our 

~hamorro and Carolinian heritage, our land and its resources, 

and our culture, history and traditions. 
\ 

t 
ARTICLE I 

PERSONAL RIGHTS 

Section 1: Laws prohibited. No law shall be 

made that is a bill of attainder, an ex post facto law, 

or a law impairing the obligation of contracts. 

Section 2: Freedon of Religion, Speech, Press - 

and Assembly. No law shall be made respecting an establish- 

ment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof, 

or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or 

the right of the people peaceably to assemble and to - 
petition the gover~lment for a redreass of grievances. 



' f o r  t h e  same o f f e n s e  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  gove rnmen ta l  e n t i t y  
. 

t h a t  f i r s t  i n s t i t u t e s  p r o s e c u t i o n .  

f )  E x c e s s i v e  b a i l  s h a l l  n o t  b e  r e q u i r e d .  

g.) E x c e s s i v e  f i n e s  s h a l l  n o t  b e  imposed. 
* 

h )  C r u e l  and unusua l  punishment  s h a l l  n o t  

be  i n f l i c t e d .  

i) . C a p i t a l  punishment  i s  P I - o h i b i t e d .  

j )  Pe r sons  who a r e  under  1 8  y e a r s  of  age  

s h a l l  be  p r o t e c t e d  i n  c r i m i n a l  j u d i c i a l  p roceed ings  and i n  

c o n d i t i o n s  of  imprisonment.  

S e c t i o n  5 :  Due P r o c e s s .  No p e r s o n  s h a l l  be  -- ---- 

deyri .ved of  l i f e ,  i i b e r t v  o r  p r o p e r t y  w i t h o u t  due process  cf l a w .  

S e c t i o n  6 :  Equal  F r o t e c t i o n .  No p e r s o n  s h a l l  be -- 
d e n i e d  t h e  e q u a l  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  i a w s .  No p e r s o n  s h a l l  b e  

d e n i e d  t h e  en joyment  o f  c i v i l  r i g h t s  o r  be d i s c r i ~ i n a t e d  

a g a i n s t  i n  t h e  e x e r c i s e  t h e r e o f  on a c c o u n t  of  r a c e ,  c o l o r ,  

r e l i g i o n ,  a n c e s t r y  o r  sex. 

S e c t i o n  7 :  A v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  a  M i l i t i a .  I n  o r d e r  t h a t  - 
a m i l i t i a  may be  a v a i l a b l e  i f  n e c e s s a r y  i n  t i m e s  of  emergency,  

t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  t o  keep and b e a r  arms s h a l l  n o t  be  

i n f r i n g e d .  . 



S e c t i o n  8:  Q u a r t e r i n g  S o l d i e r s .  No s o l d i e r  i n  t i m e  o f  

p e a c e  may b e  q u a r t e r e d  i n  any house  w i t h o u t  t h e  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  

owner,  n o r  i n  t ime  o f  war e x c e p t  i n . a  manner p r e s c r i b e d  by l a w .  

S e c t i o n  9 :  T r i a l  by J u r y .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  may 

p r o v i d e  f o r  t r i a l . b y ' j u r y  i n  s e r i o u s  c r i m i n a l  and c i v i l  c a s e s  

a s  d e f i n e d  by law.  

S e c t i o n  1 0 :  F ree  P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n .  Each p e r s o n  s h a l l  
. '  

have t h e  r i g h t  t o  a  f r e e  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  

S e c t i o n  1.1: C lean  and H e a l t h f u l  Environment .  Each -- - 
- .  

p e r s o n  s h a l l  have t h e  r i g h t  t o  a  c l e a n  and h e a l t h f u l  e n v i r o n -  

ment.. 

S e c t i o n  - 1 2 :  P r i v q c y .  The r i g h t  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  p r i v a c y  

s h a l l  n o t  i i ~ I i - i i i , ~ e d  e x c e p t  tipoil a sl-Lo.vilng of conpell iiig 

government i n t e r e s t .  

ARTICLE I1 

THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 
OF GOVERNMENT 

S e c t i o n  1: L e g i s l a t i v e  Power. The l e g i s l a t i v e  

power o f  t h e  Commonwealth s h a l l  e x t e n d  t o  a l l  r i g h t f u l  

s u b j e c t s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  and s h a l l '  be  ' v e s t e d  i n .  a  Nor the rn  
. 

Mar ianas  Commonwealth L e g i s l a t u r e  composed 0 f . a  S e n a t e  and 

a  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  



S e c t i o n  2 :  C o n p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  S e n a t e .  ----- . -. - - -- . . .  

a )  The S e n a t e  s h a l l  c o n s i , s t  o f  n i n e  (9j m e m -  

b e r s  w i t h  t h r e e  (3)  members e l e c t e d  a t  l a r g e  from R o t a ,  t h r e e  

(3) members e l e c t c d  a t  l a r g e  from S a i p a n  and t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  o f  

i t ,  and  t h r e e  (3 )  hcmbers e l e c t e d  a t  l a r g e  from T i n i a n  and Aguiguan.  

The t e rm o f  o f f i c e  f o r  s e n a t o r  s h a l l  b e  f o u r  ( 4 )  y e a r s  e x c e p t  

t h a t  t h e  c a n d i d a t e  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  t h i r d  h i g h e s t  number o f  v o t e s  

i n  t h e  f i r s t  e l e c t i o n  Eor s e n a t o r  on e a c h  i s l a n d  p u r s u a n t  t o  

t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  s e r v e  a  te rm o f  t v o  (2 )  y e a r s .  

b) The S e n z t e  s h a l l  be  i n c r e a s e d  t o  t w e l v e  (12)  

members and  t h r e e  (3) m'cmbers s h a l l  be e l e c t e d  from t h e  i s l a n d s  

n o r t h  o f  S a i p a n  a t '  t h e  f i r s t  ? e g u l a r  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  

p o p u l a t i o n  or' t-hese i s l a n d s  exceeds  one thousand  j1,Ouuj 

p e r s o n s .  The s e n a t o r  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  t h i r d  h i g h e s t  number o f  

v o t e s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  s u c h  e l e c t i o n  s l i a l l  s e r v e  f o r  two ( 2 )  y e a r s .  

c )  A s e n a t o r  s h a l l  be  a  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  o f  

t h e  Commonwealth, a Un i t ed  S t a t e s  c i t i z e n  o r  n a t i o n a l ,  a t  l e a s t  

t w e n t y - f i v e  (25)  y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  and a  r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Common- 

w e a l t h  f o r -  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  (5)  y e a r s  immedia t e ly  p r e c e d i n g  h i s  

e l e c t i o n .  A l o n g e r  r e s i d e n c y  r e q u i r e m e n t  may - b e  p r o v i d e d  by law. 

S e c t i o n  3 :  Composi t ion o f  t h e  House -- o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  

a )  The House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  o f  

t h i r t y  ( 3 0 )  members w i t h  t w e n t y - f i v e  (25)  members from S a i p a n  



and t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  o f  S a i p a n ,  t h r e e  (3)  members from Rota and 

two ( 2 )  mel;lJers from T i n i a n  and Asuiguan p r o v i d e d ,  however,  tha . t  t h c  

number o f  s e p r e s e n t a t , i v e s  may be i n c r e a s e d  by law t o  n o t  more 

t h a n  f o r t y  ( 4 0 ) .  T h e  te rm of  o f f i c e  f o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s h z l l  

be two (2)  y e a r s .  6 

b )  A r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s h a l l  be  a  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  

o f  t h e  Commonwealth, a  Uni ted  S t a t e s  c i t i z e n  o r  n a t i o n a l ,  a t  

l e a s t  twen ty -one  (21)  y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  and a  r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  

Comnlon~~ez.lth f o r  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  (3)  y e a r s  immedia te ly  p r e c e d i n g  

h i s  e l e c t i o n .  A l o n g e r  r e s i d e n c y  r e q u i r e m e n t  nay  be  p r o v i d e d  
,. 

by law. 

c )  , R o t a  s h a l l  + c o n s t i t u t e  one  e l e c t o r a l  d i s t r i c t ,  

T i n i a n  ani! Aguiguar? ~ $ 1 1 1  r n ~ s t i t u t e  cnc  c l c c t z r a l  district, 

t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  of  S a i p a n  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  one  e l e c t o r a l  

d i s t r i c t ,  and S a i p a n  s h a l l  be d i v i d e d  i n t o  s i x  ( 6 )  e l e c t o r a l  

d i s t r i c t s  f o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  

may change t h e  number acd  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  d i s t r i c t s  

used  f o r  e l e c t i n g  r e p r e s e n t . a t i v e s  b u t  no d i s t r i c t  on Rota and 

S a i p a n  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  o f  more t h a n  one i s l a n d .  For t e n  (10) 

y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  

l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  n o t  change t h e  e l e c t o r a l  d i s t r i c t s  on S a i p a n  

and t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t l ~  of  S a i p a n  e x c e p t  p u r s u a n t  t o  i t s  d u f i e s  

under  s e c t i o n  4 o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e ;  



S e c t i o n  4 :  Rcap1)ortionment.  
-- ----- - 

a )  A t  l e a s t  eve ry  t e n  (10)  y e a r s  and w i t h i n  

one  hundred and twen ty  (120) days  f o l l o w i n g  each  d e c e n n i a l  

c e n s u s ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  r e a p p o r t i o n  t h e  s e a t s  i n  t h e  . 
House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a s  r e q u i r e d  by changes  i n  Commonweal.th 

p o p u l a t i o n  o r  by law. Any such r e a p p o r t i o n m e n t  p l an  shall 

p r o v i d e  f o r  coinpact and c o n t i g u o u s  d i s t r i c t s  and f o r  r e p r e -  

s e n t a t i o n  by each  member o f  t h e  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t h e  same number of r e s i d e n t s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  

p e r m i t t e d  by t h e  geography o f  t h e  Commonwealth and t h e  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  p o p u l a t i o n  among t h e  s e p a r a t e  i s l a n d s .  
t 

b) I f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f a i l s  t o  r e a p p o r t i o n  
* 

t h e  House of  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  p u r s u a n t t o  s u b s e c t i o n  ( a ) ,  t h e  

governor  s h a l l ' p r o m u l g a t e  a  r e a p p o r t i o n m e n t  p l a n  ~ c i t h i n  one 

hundred and twen ty  days  a f t e r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ' s  f a i l u r e  t o  

a c t .  The g o v e r n o r ' s  p l a n  s h a l l  b e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  manner 

p r o v i d e d  f o r  a c t s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and s h a l l  have t h e  

force of law upon such publication. Upon the application of 

any qualified voter, the Corru-r~onwealth appeals court or the 

United States District Court if no Cornonwealth appeals court 

has been created under section 3 of article IV shall have 

original, exc1usiv.e and final jurisdiction to review any 

reapportionment plan and shall have jurisdiction to make orders 

to amend the plan to comply with the requirements of this 



C o n s t i t u t i o n  o r ,  i f  t h e  governor  h a s  f a i l e d  t o  p romulga te  

a p l a n  w i t h i n  t h e  t i m e  p r o v i d e d ,  t o  make one o r  more o r d e r s  

e s t a b l i s h i n g  such  a p l a n .  

S e c t i o n  '5: Enac tnen t  o f  L e g i s l a t i o n .  --- - - 

a) App, ropr i a t ions  and revenue  b i l l s  may be  

i n t r o d u c e d  o n l y  i n  t h e  House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  O the r  

b i l l s  ]nay be i n t r o d u c e d  i n  e i t h e r  house o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

b)  Every b i l l  s h a l l  be  c o n f i n e d  t o  one  

s u b j e c t  e x c e p t  b i i l s  f o r  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  and b i l . l s  f o r  t h e  

c o d i f i c a t i o n ,  r e v i s i o n  o r  r ea r rangement  o f  e x i s t i n g  l aws .  

A l l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  b i l l s  s h a l l  be  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  

a p p r o p r i a t i o n s .  L e g i s l a t i v e  sompl iance  with t h e  r e q u i r e -  

ments o f  t h i s  s u b s e c t i n n  is a c o n ~ t i t u t i ~ i i ~ l  i - e s p o i ~ s i l ) i l i i y  
? 

n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  j u d i c i a l  rev iew.  

c )  The l e g i s l a t u r e  s h 3 l l  e n a c t  n o  law excepr  by 

b i l l  and no b i l l  s h a l l  becone law t h e  approuaii o f  a t  l e a s t  

a. n l a j o r i t y  of t h e  v o t e s  c a s t  i n  e t ~ c h  llouse o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  
, , . .  . .  < ~ .  - .  .: - 

' Section 6: Local Laxs. Laws t h a t  relate exclusively 

to loczl matters on Rota, Saipan, Tinian or the islands north 

of Saipan may be enacted by the legislature or by a majority 

of the representatives and senators representing the respective 

island or islands. The legislature shall define such local 

matters that can be the subject of legislation enacted by a 

majority of the representatives and senators from the respective 



- 9 -  

i s l a n d  o r  i s l a n d s ,  r u l e s  o r  regulations promulgated by a 

mayor pursuant t o  a r t i c l e  VI, s e c t i o n  3 ( e ) ,  o r  l o c a l  laws 

or  o r d i c a ~ z e s  a.dopte3 by age r i c i e s  of l o c a l  gove r~men t  t h a t  

may be estzbliuhe? pursuant ts a r t i c l e  VI, s e c t i o n  6(l3). 

Section 7 :  ,a-ctio:; or L ~ a t i s l a t i o n  by t h e  Governor. ---.-. __-_-.___.' --- - 

a ) ,  Every bili pzssed hlT t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  

u ~ i d e r  seeticm 5 o r  by desiq::a.ted m-?nb~rs  of tl?c l e ~ i s l a t u r e  

under section 6 s h a l l  be sigzed by t h e  pr~siding officer 

of t h e  house i n  w k i c h  t h e  bill o r i g i n 2 t e d .  If the g o v e r n o r  

ap2ro;res - t h e  b i l l ,  he s h a l l  sj .gi i  it 31s thl;7: b i l l  sj-iilll j:,e~oig2 

law. I f  the qovernor  disapprc-\:cs t h e  b i l l ,  he shs.11 i n d i c a t e  

. - 05 b o t h  i - ~ o ~ s c s  c>? tjiL~ I.egls:;..r!r1-c i,.:.it-i~ a st .atemc;!nt o f  t h e  

3 .  - 1. TP?.SQZ.c f c l '  -yZ 5 c.:t;;:i. i i & L  <c)$,::.---- --.. ,L J I U ~  I :!~-I>.  1-eto any s p e C i f i c  

i t e i ~  o r  i t e m s  i n  a n y  apprcFs.izt . ic;ns b i l i  and  s i . g n  t h e  

r e c a i n d c r  c f  t h e  b j  l! . 
b) The g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  k z v e  t.!;-clzty (20) 

d a y s  i n  v;hich' t o  c o n s i d e r  a p p r o p r i a t j o n  b i l l s  acd f o r t y  

( 4 0 )  d a y s  i n  which to c c n s i d e r  z l l  o t l ~ e r  b i l l s .  I f  t h e  

governGr f a i l s  e i t h e r  t o  s i g n  o r  v e t o  a b i l l  w i t h i n  t h e  

a p p l i c a b l e  p e r i o d ,  i t  s h a l l  becone law i n  t h e  same manner 

a s  i f  he had s i g n e d  tile b i l l . .  



c )  Any b i l l  or i t e m  o f  a b i l l  v e t o e d  by 

t h e  governor  may ~c reconsidered by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  I f  

t w o - t h i r d s  ( 2 / 3 )  o f  t ? l e  mernhers i n  e a c h  house  v o t e  upon 

r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  pa s s  t h e  h i l l  b r  i t e m ,  i t  s h a l l  become 

law.  

S e c t i o n  8 :  C o n f i r n z t i c n  o f  A n ~ o i n i m e n t s .  The 

S e n a t e  shz11. have  t h e  power t o  c o n f i r m  a p ~ c i n t l x ; l = . n t s  by t h e  

govc.iqnor \ i l l e r e  such  c o n f i r n a : i o ; ~  i s  reqtl i i-ed by t J l i s - C o ~ - l -  

. ~ l - , i t u t i o i ~  o r  by la?:. 

S e c t i o n  8 :  I n p e a c h : - - i n t .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u ? - e  may 
-.- -- 

impeach t h e  g o v e r n o r  and  such  other e x e c u t i v e  2 n d  j u d i c i a l  

o f f i c e r s  cf t.lle Co~:.!no~i;iealth L S  a r e  m2de  s u b j e c t  t o  impeach-  
F 

men? by this C o n s t i t u t i ~ ~ .  T?>P s n ~ ~ s e  ~5 P . C ~ T C E ~ E ~ : ~ ~ . ~ * C S  
* 

s h a l l  have zhe poJTer t o  i n i t i a l ?  imyeachnent  p r o c e e d i n g s  

Senate s h a l l  have  the powcz. : o  h e a r  i~ipt;!ch~.!en'L c h a r g c s  znd 

t o  c o n v i c t  by t h e  v o t e  o f  t ~ i o - t h i r d s  (2,':) o f  i t s  mezbe r s .  

T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  procedul -es  f o r  t!le t r i a l  and 

r e n : ~ \ ~ a l  from c f f i c e  a f t e r  c o n \ - i c t i o n  o f  o f f i c e r s  s o  inpeac i l ed .  

S e c t i o n  1C: l T a c a n c i c s .  A va.canc?- i n  t h e  l e g i s -  - - -- 

l a t u r e  s11r211 be  f i l l e d  by s p e c i a l  ' e l e c t i o n  i f  n o r e  t h a n  

0 n . e - h a l f  ( 1 / 2 )  o f  t h e  t e r m  r e n e i n s .  I f  l e s s  t h a n  o n e - h a l f  

( 1 / 2 )  o f  t h e  t e r n  rernsj.ns, t h e  governo; s h a l l  f i l l  t h e  nacazcy  

by a p p o i n t i n g  t h e  u n s u c c e s s f u l  c a n d i d a t e  f c r  t h e  o f f i c e  i n  



. t h e  l a s t  e l c c t i o n  r i ! ~o  r ec ' e ived  t h c  largest nuzbctr oi v o t e s  a i d  

i s  wi l l in ; :  t o  sservc o r ,  if no s u c h  ca~;cii .date i s  a v a i l z b l e  f o r  

a p p c i n t n ~ e n t ,  nny per-'."" q:rcil i$icd f o r  t h e  o f f i c e  from t h e  

is3 and  o r  electoral d i s t r i c t .  i n v o l v e d .  

S e c t i o n  1 2 :  Le.gis l : ! t i .~-e  C O : : . ! ~ C : I S ; ! ~ ~ O X .  The  - - -- - - - - -. . . - -. -- - - -- - . - - - -- - - - - - 

mer,thers o f  t h e  1 . e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  r e c e i v e  a n  a n n u a l  s a l a r y  

o f  t w e l v e  t h o u s a n d  d o l . l a r s  ( $ 1  2 ,  C 0 0 )  a n d  s u c h  r e a s o n a b l e  

a l1o ;~ ;nnces  f o r  experlscs a s  may be  p r o v i d e d  b y  l a w .  The 

s ; l l k r y  o f  n~e!:;bers nay  be i:lcreased no  p.cjre f r e q u e r ~ t - 1  y t l ~ a r i  

once e v e r y  f o u r  ( 3 )  y c a r s  and o n l y  upon t h e  reco;l;rr~c.ndation 

of  an  a d v i s o r y  c o m ~ ! i s s i o n  t o  5 e  e s t a b l i s h e d  by 1 . a ~  t o  

s t u d ) ,  and ~ i ~ l t e  recoi;l~;entlatior?r-t o concerl-l i  ng t i le  c o : r , ~ ~ c n . s a t i o n  
1 

of  U C I I I I ~ O ~ I ' ~ * : ~ ~ ~  t l i  e x e c u 5 i v  , l c g i s i z t l v c :  and  j u d i i i a l  o f f i c e s s .  

KO i n c r e a s e  i n  t l ic  s a l a r y  o f  the ~r,e:i:':!t.r.q o f  t h e  l e f i i s l a t u r e  

sllc?li a p p l y  .to t h e  I . c : ; : i s l a t ~ ~ r c  ~ c h i c h  e n a c t e d  thc came. 

S e c t  i o n  1 .?. : P r c h i b  i . t  i on on G c v e r r ~ ! ~ f - n t  ET;;.:?~ o>.:::~nt.. 
--.Ah-- ---- - - - -- ---. - - 

Ko nember o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  s e r v e  i n  any o t h e r  g o v e r n -  

ment p o s i t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  any  i n d e ; ~ e ~ d e n t  boa ; -2 ,  z z c n c y ,  a ~ t l i o r i t y  or. 

comniission e s t a b l i . s l ; r d  by Co~:rrio;l~:l~nl!-.!! l:;:iT. 

t h e  1eg i . s l a t . I i r e  s h a l l  be  q u e s t i o n e d  i n  2ny o t h e r  p l a c e  f o r  any 

wr i . t t e r?  o r  o r a l  s  ta.terr,zr:t i.n t h e  l ~ a g i s l z t ~ i r e  o r  i t s  coni::,i t t e e s  



". S e c r i o n  I.1: Sessions. ihz l e g i s l  at;:rc s h z l l  z e e t  
. 

fc r  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  ; : ~ ~ ~ - p o s e s  cn  t l l c  s e c o ~ ~ d  3Iondn)- of J a n u a r y  i n  

- I-. L ~ , C  yea r  fol . l .o \ j ing t h e  rezular g e n c r a l  e l e c t i o n  a t  which  

rr.c;:bers of  t h e  1 e p i s l n t . u r e  a r e  c l .ecked  al:d s h a l l  be  a c o n t i n u o u s  

body 1'01- t ,he two ? 7 ~ 2 r s  bet!,~iien i ~ c h  o r g 2 n i z a t i o n a l  meetincs. 

Each  h o ~ s i  s!:n?l c c e t  i n  regu ' l .a r  s i ? s s i ~ : l s  as p rov ided  by  l a r c  

o r  j.ts procczl-::-cs ar?;! scly be con\-cried a t  o t h e r  t i n e s  by i . t s  

p l - e s i d i ~ z g  o f f i c e r  o r  by t h e  governnr  . \.\'llen m e e t i n g  ~ ? : r s u a n t  

t p  g o . \ ? e i . n n r r s  c s i l ,  t ! i ~  i c g i l a ~ . u r e  s;:ali, c o n s i d e r  o n l y  

c!iose s u b j e c t s  6 e s c r j b e d  I n  < h e  call. 

a )  Ezch l i~~ . : s c . t o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t . ~ i r e  s h a l l  be t h e  

arid t h e  legislature n a y  b), l a b ;  v e s t  i n  t h e  co1:rts t h e  t r i a l  

and dct-erninat ion of '  c2ntes';cd e] .ec t iop_i  o f  fi!c,,;!,ers. ~ a c h  

I:o:~sc m c ? y  co!cr?el thc a t t e r~c lance  o f  at .sn! l t  ne~::bcrs,  d i s c i . p l i n e  

i t s  c!e;nt)e?-t; z i c d ,  ~:.J.r.h t h c  concur rence  o f  t l i r e e - f o u r t h s  ( 3 / 4 )  

fc: loi~j .?,  I ) l -ench  c \ f  t l : ~  p e a c e ,  o r  v i o l  c? t ic;: o f  t h e  l . e g i s l : ~  t u r e ' s  

r u l e s .  

b )  Eac?l h o u s e  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  chooce 

i t s  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c c - r  f r o a  Zrnqng i t s  mcnbers ,  e s t a b l i s h  such 

coi;lrnittees 2 s  i t  decir!s n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  i t s  

b u s i n e s s ,  ofid de te l ! ;? ine  i t s  r u l e s  o f  p rocedure s .  Each hcuse  



. L C  sucl-1 house o r  i t s  cgr: : ; l  L c e e s .  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  k e e p  a 

j~;11!-2:!1. o f  its procec? i . r ,gs  t!:zt s!??rll bc  p i i ! ~ l i  s h e d  fror.1 d a y  

t o  cia.?. 

c j , 'T j i rT ; ; : ~ e ~ j j \ o ~  2 0: tj:e s l ; t t l l ~ f - '  tin; j t;s coin- 

t h e  legi.sl.;itir.rc? a n d  ax? l e z i . s l z t i v e  con! r~ i t t ee  inn;: meet i n  

Sec t ion  1 : ~ ; : : C Z L I ~  i~7e PcI. ! I"Y.  T h e  s x e c u k i v e  power - . - - - -. - - . - -- - -- - --. - - - 
of the Cr~~~~,icir,:t.:ealth s h - ? i l  I=s vested. in a g o v e r n o r  3.36 t h e  

. . - .  ct:her c.; f i c j - a l s  ,sc>eel c l s n  17; ai: t icle .  



Seetior! 2: Qva 2 j. i", cations of t he  Coy.:c?rr?or. The ------------- ------- 
governox s h a l l  k e  a q;:ali:'icZ .,Toter of the Cc..;a?anuealth, at 

least thirty yezrs of age, .z citizen or naticnal of the 

wi.a l t l -L fo r  Et lez,st: c - : : . . J c ~  y ~ z r ~  ir,lr;iediatel y preccdi ng  h i s  

d o i ~ i c i l e  n a p  he p r o v i z e A 2  by lsw. 

. . - - : - J Ii l i e u t e r i z n t  q9vernOZ 
... -..--.-- .....-. "--_-_ -_,____ __---.- -- 

Ii,it.ll 4L11c2 C ; ,>~~ ,~~ .L~E~~. ; . . ' L - . ICCI ;~  prc,c;cri?2eA :In. c;r.ct.ia:? .2 shall pt:-ffil:n 

s e n a t e .  

and  s5all t a k e  office as prcvideC by a r t i c l e  VIII. The 

qovcrnor an< 1 i e:ii:pr~-7Lrit ~ o ; - c ~ ~ f i ~ , r  s>a 1.1 be =.lec';e,,rl j tint ly for a 

t + r m  of four years with each voter casting a s i n ~ l e  vo te  

applicaSle to b c t h  offices. No p2rson s h a l l  be  elected 

governor m3rc t h 3 n  t h r e ~  tir,es. 

ant Govcrnar .  The govc;rnor shall r ece ive  a n  z n n u a l  szLz.ry  
.... - . 

a n n u a l  s z l a r y  of t:.:a!l cy- t ~ c  B o t h  s l l a l l  



receive s u c h  rezsona3le a3losxlces car expenses as z~ay be 

~ r o v i d e d  by l a w .  Upon the  rec-~~~?!t. l ;d-;t ion of t h e  a d v i s o r y  

corn is sic:^ on executi-!e, l e g i s l a t i v e  a.n6 judicial compensa- 

t i o n  cr~zitej. Sy article I1 of t h i s  C o r ~ s t i . t u t i o n ,  t h e  

legislature m y  ine rcase  o r  Eecrease t h e  g o v c r n o r r s  or l i e y t e n -  

t gcl,Tzr-:x::r ' salary pro:~j.ZeS, howev?~, that liei i-l;er 

sa12ry sha l l  be increased or d i x - , i n i s h r d  c:.urifig the perifis 

c L ~ l :  which  th,? 9 3 ~ ; e 1 r ; ~ r  or 1 i~iltc:-~an", ?vvernor shal 1 ha?re k e 2 n  

el c-cced. 

r n   h he g o v e r n o r  o r  I . i euke i ian t  govz.rnor nLy riot servL 221 ~ s y  okj icr  

. g o v e r n o r  map ezch seek any ~ : i b l i c  o f f i c e  di2l:ing t h e i r  

t e r m .  The Icgislzture s h a l l  en..xct; 5 ~ ~ 5 ~ 5  of cop,:-;dc.t for  

to r e q u i r e  disclasurs of f i n a n c i a l  o r  o t 3 e r  pzrs ,>nal  inter.cs.,:s 

a n d  t o  prevent  c ' o i l f l i c t s  of i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  p3rforir;nnce of 

o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s .  

S c c t i c n  7 : Succes::: .c?n to .k:.-7 C ~ : . - C Y T ? O - ~ S ~ - ! ~ ~ .  I n  ----- -I-. _I ----- . -.---.-..-..- - -  
of t h e  remcval, d ~ e i t l l  o r  resignation of t h e  gavernor, t h e  liet:.te?,z.nt 

governor s h a l l  becgme gove::ncr. If tks o f f i c ~ z  of gsvsrnor 



s e n a t e  s h a l l  becone a c t i n 9  governor .  An a c t i n g  governor  

who assumes o f f i c e  when more t h a n  one  y e a s  remains  i n  t h e  

t e r m  s h a l l  s e r v e  o n l y  u n t i l  a governor  i s  chosen  i n  a 

s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  a s  p rov ided  by law. 

S e c t i o n  5: Absence o r  D i s a b i l i t y  of t h e  Governor.  
_ - l l . -  ---Ap----- 

a )  When t h e  governor  i s  p h y s i c a l l y  a b s e n t  from 

t h e  Coxm~onwealth, t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  governor  s h a l l  b e  a c t i n g  governor .  

' I f  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  governor  i s  a l s o  a b s e n t  o r  i s  o t h e r w i s e  u n e v a i l -  

a b l e ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  s e n a t e  s h a l l  b e  a c t i n g  governor .  

b )  When t h e  governor  i s  u n a b l e  t o  d i s c h a r g e  t h e  

d u t i e s  of h i s  o f f i c e  b y ' r e a s o n  o f  in~peachment o r  o t h e r  d i s a b i l i t y ,  

4 i n c l u d i n g  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  ' p h y s i c a l  o r  m e n t a l  d i s a b i l i t y ,  t h e  

l i e u t e n a n t  governor s n ~ l i  bz a c t i n g  governor .  I f  t h e  lieutenant 

govzrnor  i s  u n a v a i l a b l e  t o  s e r v e ,  t h e  o r d e r  of  s u c c e s s i o n  

t o  t h e  o f f i c e  of a c t i n g  governor  s h a l l  b e  t h e  same as i f  t h e  

governor  w e r e  p h y s i c a l l - y  a b s e n t  from t h e  C ~ ~ o n o ~ e a l t h .  I f  

t h e  p e r s o n  n e x t  i n  s u c c e s s i o n  t o  t h e  g w e r n o r  h a s  r e a s o n  t o  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  the? g c v e r n o r  i s  u n a b l e  t o  discharg.3 t h e  d u t i e s  

o f  h i s  o f f i c e ,  t h a t  pe r son  s h a l l  in fo rm t h e  Cc,mmonwealth a p p e a l s  

c o u r t  o r  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  Dis t r ic t  Cour t  i f  no Commonwealth 

a p p e a l s  c o u r t  h a s  been c r e a t e d  under  s e c t i o n  3 .of  a r t i c l e  I V .  

The c o u r t  s h a l l  h.=--,re o r i g i n a l ,  excl .us ive  and f i n a l  j u r s i d i c t i o n  

t o  de te rmine  a l l  q u e s t i o r ~ s  r e g a r d i n g  d i s a b i l i t y  of  t h e  governor, 

t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of  a  vacancy i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of  g o v e r n o r ,  and 

s u c c e s s i o n  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  o r  j-ts powers and duties. 



S e c t i o n  9: E x e c u t i v e  and A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  F u n c t i o n s .  - 
a )  The governor  s h a l l  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  

f a i t h f u l  e x e c u t i o n  of t h e  laws.  

b )  The governor  s h a l l  p r e p a r e  and submi t  t o  

t h e  legislature a  proposed annua l  budge t  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

y e a r .  The budge t  s h a l l  d e s c r i b e  a l l  a n t i c i p a t e d  revenues  of  

t h e  Contm.onwealth and s h a l l  i n c l u d e  r e c o m m e ~ ~ ~ e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  

w i t h ,  r e s p e c t  t o  ta::ation i f  necessary. Tne budget s h a l l  a l s o  

recornmend e x p e n d i t u r e s  of  Ccm?:oriweal-th f u n d s .  I n  p r ~ p a r i n g  t h e  

budge-t ,  t h e  governor  s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  s u b n i s s i o n s  made by t h e  

mayors o f  SaLpan, Rota ,  Tini.an and  t h e  Xor the rn  I s l a n d s  a s  t o  

t h e  budge ta ry  needs  of t h o s e  i s l a n d s .  The g o v e r n o r ' s  s u b n l s a i o n  
B 

t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  s t a t e  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  d i s p o s i t i o n  of  

t h e  b u d g e t a r y  r e q u e s t s  c f  each  n z y o r .  A f t e r  c p p r o v a l  b) t h e  

l e g j - s l a t u r e ,  the. govel-nor may nr t repro'y'i-am a p p r o p ~ - i a t e d  f u n d s  

e x c e p t  as p rov ided  by law. t h e  budge t  i s  n o t  approved 

b e f o r e  t h e  s t a r t  of  t h z t  f i s c a l  y e a r ,  a l l  a p p r o p i - i a t i o n s  f o r  

o p e r a t i o n s  and ob1igat ior . s  s h a l l  b e  c o n t i n u e d  a t  t h e  

l e v e l  f o r  t l le  p r e v i o ~ ~ s  y e a r .  

c )  The governor  s h a l l  r e p o r t  a t  l e a s t  a n n u a l l y  t o  

t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a f f a i r s  of t h e  Cornonwealth and 

recoinmending measures  h e  c o n s i d e r s  n e c e s s a r y  o r  d e s i r a b l e .  

d )  The governor  s h a l l  have t h e  .power t o  g r a n t  

r e p r i e v e s ,  ccinmutations and pa rdons  a f t e r  c o r ~ v i c t i o n  f o r . . a l l  

o f f e n s e s  a f t e r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  a board  o f  p a r o l e  t o  b e  c r e a t e d  



by law, provided, however, that this power shall not apply 

to impeachments or to removals following impeachments. 

Section 10: Emergency Powers of the Governor. The ---- -- 
governor shall have the power to declare a state of emergency 

in the case of inv;sion, civil disturbance, natural disaster 

or other calamity and may mobili2.e all available resources 

to respond to that emergency. 

Section '11: Attorney General. The governor shall - -- - 
appoint an attorney general with the advice and consent of the 

senate. The attorney general shall serve as legal adviser to 

the governor and executive departments, shall be responsible 

for representation,of the Corrqonwealth government in all legal 

matters, and s h a d 1  serve 2s chief La:.: cnforczzie;t officex 
? 

with responsibility for prosecuting violations of Commonwealth 

law. 

Section 12: Public Au3itor. The governcr shall 

appoint a publ-ic auditor with the advice and consent of 

the legislature. T h e  public auditor shall audit the receipt, 

possession and disbursement of all public funds by any branch, 

aSency or department of the Corm~~onwealth and shall perform 

other duties as provided by law. The public auditor shall 

report his findings to the legislature and the governor at, 



, least once every year and such report shall promptly be 

made public. The public auditor may be removed only for cause 

and with the concurrence of two-thirds of the members of 

the legislature. In the event that there is a vacancy in 

the off ice of pubJic' auditor, the presiding. officer of 

the senate shall appoint a ternpdrary public auditor who 

shall serve until the governor appoints a successor with 

the advice and consent of the legislature. 

S e c t l o n  1.3: Dep?.-.-::r?ent of Edl~sztion. The legisla- 
------.------- .--- 

ture shall establish a department of education headed by a 

superintendent of education appointed by a representative 

board of education. The members of the board of education 

sfia?l be ayycinted by the qcvernor wj.+h the adx~l.cc. and, 

consent of the Senate and shall. formulate policy and exercise 

control over the public school sys-tern through the super- 

intendent. The composition of the board of education and 

other matters pertaining to its operations and duties shall 

be provided by law. 

Section 14: Heads of Executive Cepartments. Each -- 
principal department shall be under the supervision of the 

governor and, unless otherwise provided in this Constitution 

or by law, shall be headed by a single executive. The - 
governor may appoint the heads of executive departments with 

, 
the advice and consent of the senate. The governor may remove 

the heads of executive depzrtments. All other officers 

employed by the Con;nonwealth shall be appointed and may be 



removed as provided by law. The governor may at any time 

require information in wrlting or otherwise from the officers 

of any administrative department, office or agency of the 

Commonwealth. 

Section 1 5 :  Executive and Administrative Departments. 

All executive and administrative offices, agencies and 

instrumentalities of the Conrnonwealth government, and their 

respective functions, powers and duties shall be allocated 

by law acloxlg and within not more than fifteen principal 

departments so as to group them as far as practicable 
I .  

according to major purposes. Regulatory, quasi-judicial 

and temporary agencies need not be allocated within a 

principal Jepartmsnt. The legislaturs shzll by lcw prescribe 

the functions, powers and duties of the principal depart- 

ments and of all other agencies of the Com~onwealth and 

may from time to time reallocate offices, agencies and 

instrumentalities among the principal departments, and 

may change their functions, powers and duties. The governor 

may make such changes in the allocation of offices, agencies 

and instrumentalities and in the allocation of their functions, 

powers and duties as he considers necessary for efficient' 

administration. If such changes affect existing law, they 

shall be set forth in executive orders which shall be 
I 

submitted to the legislature and, shall becone effective 

sixty days after submission, unless modified 

or disapproved by a majority of the ncz~p.bers of each house 
0 

of the legislature. 



Section 16: Civil Service Commission. The 

legislature shall provide for a non-partisan and inde- 

pendent civil service commission to establish and administer 

the personnel policies applicable to executive and adminis- 

trative departments and to the staff of the judicial branch 

of government. Appointments and promotions within the 

,civil service shall be based on merit and fitness demon- 

strated by examination or by other evidence of competence. 

S e c t i o n c u t i v e  Officials. The 

governor, lieutenant governor and other elected officials of 

the Commonwealth government shall be subject to impeachment 

as provided in article 11, section 9 of this Constitution. Such 

officers may be impeached and removed only for treason, corn- 
t 

mission of a felony, corruption or neglect of dy~ty. 

Section 18: Public Services, 

a) The governor mayedelegate to the mayor 

elected under the provisions of section 2 of article VI 

responsibility for the execution of Commonwealth laws and the 

administration of public services in'the island or islands in 

which the mayor has been elected. 

b) Public services on Rota and Tinian shall 

be supervised by a resident assistant director in the depart- 

ments providing such services appointed by the head of the 

department with the advice and consent of the representatives 
> 

and senators in the legislature from the island where the 

assistant director shall perform his duties. 
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c) Public services authorized by law shall ',. .?*. '  

be provided on a fair and equitable basis to all the citizens 

of the Commonwealth. The legislature may require that such 

services be provided through decentralized administrative 

arrangements. The governor shall make any necessary recom- 

mendations to the legislature in order to accomplish these 

objectives. 

THE JUDICIAL BRANCH OF GOI!ERNMEP~T 

S e c t i o n  1: J u d i c j a l  --- Power. - The j u d i c i a l  p'ower 

o f  t h e  Comx?~l!?real?h, sI>a.l!. h e  ve s t ed  i n  a  j u d i c i a r y  o f  t h e  
? 

Nor the rn  Mariana I s l a n d s .  The j u d i c i a r y  o f  t h e  Nor the rn  

Mariana islands s h a l l  i n c l u d e  such. t r i a l  and a p p e a l s  

c o u r t s  a s  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  may e s t a b l i s h  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h i s  

a r t i c l e .  

S e c t i o n  2 : Commonwealth T r i a l  Cour t .  The - --- -.-We- 

l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  a  Comnont;ealth t r i a l  c o u r t .  

T h i s  c o u r t  s h a l l  have o r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  a l l  

m a t t e r s  i n v o l v i n g  l a n d  i n  t h e  Comnionwealth'and a l l  o t h e r  

c i v i l  a c t i o n s  e x c e p t  t h o s e  i n  which t h e  v a l u e ' o f  t h e  - 
m a t t e r  i n  c ~ n t r o v e r s ) ~  exceeds  f i v e  thousand d o l l a r s  ( $ 5 , 0 0 0 ) .  

The court shall also have original jurisdiction over al'l 

criminal actions except those in which the defendant, if 

convicted, may be fined an amount that exceeds five thousand . 



d o l l a r s  ( $ 5 , 0 0 0 )  or impr i sonmen t  fo r  a term that exceeds f i ~ e  ( 5 )  - 

y e a r s .  A t  l e a s t  one (1 )  f u l l - t i m e  judge o f  t h e  Commonwealth 

t r i a l  c o u r t  s h a l l  be a s s i g n e d  t o  Rota ,  and a t  l e a s t  one (1)  

f u l l - t i m e  judge o f . t h e  Commonwealth t r i a l  c o u r t  s h a l l  be  

a s s i g n e d  t o  T i n i a n .  Land m a t t e r s  w i t h i n  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  

t h e  Commonwealth t r i a l  c o u r t  s l l a l l  be  c o n s i d e r e d  by a 

s p e c i a l i z e d  d i v i s i o n  of  t h e  c o u r t  f o r  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  (5 )  y e a r s .  

A f t e r  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  h a s  been i n  e f f e c t  f o r  f i v e  (5 )  y e a r s ,  

t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  may v e s t  a d d i t i o n a l  c i v i l  and c r i m i n a l  

j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  t h e  Cornrnonwealth t r i a l  c o u r t .  

S e c t i o n  3:  ~ommonwe~alth Appeals  C o u r t .  A f t e r  - -p 

t h i s  C o n s t i t i i t i o n  has. been i r i  ef l e c t  f o r  f i v e  j j j  y e a r s ;  

t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  may e s t a b l i s h  a  Conimon~~ealth a p p e a l s  c o u r t  

t o  h e a r  such a p p e a l s  from judgments and o r d e r s  o f '  t h e  

Commonwealth t r i a l  c o u r t  a s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  o r  p e r m i t t e d  by 
a 

law. 

S e c t i o n  4 :  J u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  -------- 

D i s t r i c t  Court  f o r  t h e  Nor the rn  Mariana I s l a n d s .  The Uni ted  

S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t  Court  f o r  t h e  Nor thern  Mariana I s l a n d s  s h a l l  

have t r i a l  and a p p e l l a t e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  a l l  c i v i l  and 

c r i m i n a l  c a s e s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  suc11 j u r i s d i c t i o n  i s  n o t  

v e s t e d  i n  c o u r t s  o f  t h e  Commonwea.lth by t h i s  a r t i c l e  o r  

by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a c t i n g  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h i s  a r t i c l e .  When 

t h e  D i s t r i c t  Court  s i t s  a s  an  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  t o  h e a r  a p p e a l s  



.from t h e  Commonwealth t r i ' a l  c o u r t  o r  from t h e  Distr ic t  

Cour t  s i t t i n g  a s  t r i a l  c o u r t ,  i t  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  o f  t h r e e  

j u d g e s ,  a t  l e a s t  o n e . o f  whom s h a l l  be a  judge  r e g u l a r l y  

a s s i g n e d  t o  a  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  Commonwealth t r i a l  c o u r t  t h a t  

f u n c t i o n s  a s  a  cou? t  of  r e c o r d .  

S e c t i o n  5: Appointment and Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  -- Judges  

s h a l l  b e  a p p o i n t e d  f o r  a term of s i x  ( 6 )  y e a r s  by t h e  governor  

by and w i t h  t h e  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  s e n a t e .  The term o f  o f f i c e  

may be  i n c r e a s e d  by law t o  rrot more t h a n  twe lve  (12) y e a r s  

f o r  judges  who have s e r v e d  a t  l e a s t  one t e rm.  A judge  

s h a l l  be  a t  l e a s t  t h i r t y  ( 3 0 ) + y e a r s  of  a g e ,  a Uni ted  S t a t e s  

c i t i z e n .  o r  n a t j  o n a l  and p o s s e s s  stlch o t h e r  q u a l i f i c a t i c f i s  as 

may be  p r o v i d e d  by law. 

S e c t i o n  6 :  Compensation. The conipensat ion o f  

judges  s h a l l  be  p r o v i d e d  by law. There s h a l l  be no d i m i n u t i o n  

o f  t h e  s a l a r y  o f  any judge  d u r i n g  h i s  term of  o f f i c e .  

S e c t i o n  7 :  S a n c t i o n s .  Judges  s h a l l  be s u b j e c t  - --- 

t o  impeachment i n  t h e  same manner a s  a r e  o t h e r  c i v i l  o f f i c e r s  

f o r  t h e  commission o f  c r i m e ,  f o r  n e g l e c t  of  d u t y  o r  f o r  

conduct  t h a t  b r i n g s  t h e  j u d i c i a l  o f f i c e  i n t o  d i s r e p u t e .  . T h e  

l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  an a d v i s o r y  commission on t h e -  

j u d i c i a r y  whose members s h a l l  i n c l u d e  b o t h  l awyers  and 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  p u b l i c .  Upon recommendation o f  t h e  

a d v i s o r y  commission,  t h e  governor  may remove, suspend o r  

o t h e r w i s e  s a n c t i o n  a  judge  f o r  i l l e g a l  o r  improper conduc t .  



S e c t i o n  8 :  L i m i t a t i o n s  on A c t i v i t i e s  o f  Judges .  
.i *r', . - ..... 

.No f u l l - t i m e  judge  s h a l l  'hold any o t h e r  compensated government 

p o s i t i o n  o r  engage i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  law. No judge  s h a l l  

make any d i r e c t  o r  i n d i r e c t  f i n a n c i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  any 
. , 

p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o r  p a r t y ,  o r  h o l d  any e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e  

t h e r e i n ,  o r  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a  p o l i t i c a l  campaign o f  any k i n d ,  

o r  be  a  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  an e l e c t i v e  p u b l i c  o f f i c e  u n l e s s  he  

has  r e s i g n e d  h i s  j u d i c i a l  o f f i c e  a t  l e a s t  s i x  months p r i o r  

t o  h i s  nomina t ion .  

S e c t i o n  9 :  Rule-Making Power. The . j u d i c i a r y  o f  t h e  

Nor the rn  Mariana I s l a n d s  niay e s t a b l i s h  r u l e s  govern ing  c i v i l  

and c r i m i n a l  p r o c e d u r e ,  j u d i c i a l  e t h i c s ,  admiss ion  
C 

t o  and governance  o f  t h e  Bar o f  t h e  Nor the rn  Mariana I s l a n d s ,  
v 

and o t h e r  m a t t e r s  o f  j u d i c i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  p r o v i d e d ,  however,  

t h a t  any p roposed  r u l e  s h a l l  b e  p rompt ly  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  l e g i s -  

l a t u r e  and s h a l l  become e f f e c t i v e  s i x t y  ( 6 0 )  days  a f t e r  i t s  

p r o p o s a l  u n l e s s  d i s a p p r o v e d  by e i t h e r  house  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

U n t i l  r u l e s  a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  t h e  r u l e s  

govern ing  s u c h  m a t t e r s  i n  t h e  Uni t ed  S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t  Cour t  

f o r  t h e  Nor the rn  blar iana I s l a n d s  s h a l l  a p p l y  i n  t h e  

Commonwealth c o u r t s .  
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ARTICLE V 

WASI-IINGTON REPRESENTATIVE 

Section 1: Washington Representative. A Washington 

representative shall be elected to epresent the Commonwealth r 
in the United States and to perform such related duties as 

a 

are provided by law. The governor shall certify promptly 

the representative's election by providing a certificate of 

selection to the United States Department of State and to 

the representative. 

Section 2: Term of Office. The term of-office 

of the representative shall be t ~ o  (2) years unless it is 

increased to no more than four (4) years by popular initi- 

ative pursuant to article IX of this Constitution. 

Section 3 : Qualifications. The representative 

shall be a qualified voter of t-he Commonwealth, a United 

States citizen, at least 30 years of age and a resident and 

domiciliary in the Commonwealth for at least seven ye-ars 

immediately preceding his election. No person convicted 

of a felony in the Cornonwealth or in any area under the 

jurisdiction of the United States shall b.e eligible for this 

office unless he has received a full pardon. 

Section 4: Annual Report. The representative shall - 
submit a written report by January 15 of each year to the 

governor and legislature of the Commonwealth. Such report 

shall summarize the representative's official activities on 



behalf of the Commonwealth during the preceding year and a 

*identify any problems rehiring the attention of the 

Conunonwealth government and the Northern Marianas people. 

Section 5: Compensation. The representative shall 

receive an annual salary and reasonable allowances for expenses 

as provided by law'. Such compensation shall neither be 

increased nor diminished during the representative's term.of 

office. 

section 6: Vacancy. A vacancy in the office of 

t . Washington representative shall be filled by special election 

if more than one-half of the term remains. If less than one- 

half of the term remains, the governor shall .appoint a successor 

with the advice and consent o? the senate. 

ARTICLE VI 

Section 1: Local Government. There shall 'be 

,local government established by this article. 

Section 2: Election of Mayor. The qualified 

votegs of Rota, Saipan, Tinian and the islands north of 

Saipan shall elect a mayor to perform the responsibilities 

specified in this article for each island or group of - 
islands. 

a) A mayor shall be a qualified voter of ' 

the Commonwealth, a United States citizen or national, at 



. <I.,  

least twenty-five (25) years of age, a resident of the :- . . . . . .  .. , .*$..~ 
. , .. *,,". ...... . . . . . .  

Commonwealth for at least three (3) years, and shall meet-". -' 

such other qualifications as may be provided by law. 

b) A mayor shall be elected at a regular 

general election for a term of office of four (4) years. 

A vacancy in the office of mayor shall be filled by 

special election if more than one-half (1/2) of the term 

remdins and otherwise as provided by law. A mayor may be 

subject to recall under the provisions of article 1x1 section 3. 
. . 

Section 3:  Reswonsibilities of Mavor. 

a) The mayor shall serve on the governor's 

council of mayors provided by,section 5 of this article. 

b) The mayor shell re~.7ie~:? the adequacy of the 
8 

governmental services and the appropriations provided by law 

for the island or islands he serves and may submit any 

findings or recommendations regarding these services,or 

appropriations to the governor. 

C) The mayor may investigate complaints, L .  .- 

and conduct public hearings regarding any matter of local 

concern and submit any findings or recommendations on 

such subjectto the governor and other appropriate agencies 

of the Commonwealth. 

d) The mayor shall propose, items for inclu- 
b 

sion in the annual budget, review the budget before its 

submission by the governor to the legislature, and recommend 

amendments in the budget-relating to the island or islands 
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served by the mayor. Any proposal relating to the budget made . . .  . ...$ 

by the mayor shall be considered by the responsible Commonwealth 

official and rejected only for good cause. 

e) The mayor may pr mulgate rules and 9 
regulations on locpl matters pursuant to authority provided 

by law. 

f )  The mayormay expend for local public 

purposes such revenues as are raised by local taxes 

designated by law for such purposes provided, however, that 

these expenditures shall be specifically authorized by the 

legislature or by a majority of the representatives 

and senators representing thetisland or islands served 

by the mayor. r 

9) The mayor may appoint and supervise 

such employees as are provided by law to assist in the 

performance of his responsibilities. 

h) The mayor shall perform auch other 

responsibilities as are specified by law. 

Section 4: Compensation of Mayor. The mayor 

shall receive an annual salary and a reasonable allowance 

for expenses from Commonwealth revenues as provided by law. 

The salary of the mayor may not be decreased during his - 
term of office. Salaries and expenses for any assistants, - ,  

to the mayor shall be paid by local taxes designated by law 

for such purposes provided, however, that these salaries 
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and expenses shall be spekifically authorized by the 
,.-. "_ .-. " .,.. 

legislature or by a majority of the representatives 

and senators representing the island or islands served by 

the mayor. 

b 

Section 5: Governor's Council of Mayors. The 

mayors elected pursuant to section 2 and the governor 

shall constitute a council of mayors to advise the governor 

on local matters. The governor shall preside over the 

council which shall meet at least four (4) times each year 

to consider any matter relating to the relationship between 

the Commonwealth and its separate islands as the members 
C 

place on the council's agenda. 
.. . .. . . --  . . .  -. 

Section 6: Other Agencies of Local Government. 

a) The chartered municipality form of local 

government shall cease to exist on the effective date of 

this Constitution. Local taxes paid to the chartered 

municipal governments on Rota, Saipan and Tinian shall remain 

in effect until otherwise provided by law and shall be expended 
. . 

if authorized by the legislature or by a majority of 

the representatives and senators from the island or islands 

for local public purposes on the island or islands producing 

such revenues. Ordinances and other rules enacted by 
. 

- ,  
municipal councils on Rota, ~aipan and Tinian that are , 

consistent with this Constitution shall remain in effect 

until superseded by Commonwealth law. 



* #- A::,x7:; 
b) No additional agency of local government . , .& - - ,.., ..a> .- 

. . .  . . .,&i .*?.bL! . \., %,.'.,,,. q., 
. : ' : ' f  ." . . . . .  shall be established for at least five ( 5 )  years from the ......?... - .- . *. . . 

... effective date oi the Constitution, The legislature may .. . . 
, . 

then establish agencies of local government in place of or 

in addition to the agencies provided for in this article 

with such powers, elected . officdrs and financing as may 

be provided by law, Agencies of'local government shall not 

be created for geographical units other than Rota, Saipan, 

Tinian and the islands north of Saipan. No new agencies of 

local government shall be established without the approval of 

two-thirds (2/3) of the qualified voters residing on ' 

the island or islands to be served by the agency of local 

government. 
C 

ARTICLE VII 

ELIGIBILITY TO VOTE 

Section 1: Qualifications of Voters, Any person 

is eligible to vote who, at the date of the election, is 18 

years of age or older; is domiciled in the Commonwealth, is a 

resident of the Commonwealth and has resided in the Commonwealth 

as provided by law, is not serving a sentence for any crime 

other than a misdemeanor having a maximum sentence of six 

months or less, has not been found by a court to be of unsound 

mind, and is either a United States citizen or a United States , 

4 

national, provided, however, that the legislature may require 

that persons eligible to vote be United States citizens. 



Section 2: No Literacy Requirement. No person 

*may be denied the right 60 vote because such person is 

unable to read or write. 

Section 3: Domicile and Residence. The legisla- 

ture shall implement section 1 by providing the criteria by 

which domicile and'residence shall be determined for voting 

purposes and specifying the length of residence within the 

Commonwealth that shall be required. 

ARTICLE VIII 

ELECTIONS 

Section 1: Genera1,Election. The election of 
T 

officers of the Coxnonwealth provided for by article 11, 
* 

article I11 and article V of this Constitution shall be 

held on the first Sunday in Novembera. This election'shall be 

the regular general election of the Commonwealth. 

a 

Section 2: Other Elections. Other elections 

shall be held as provided by law. 

Section 3: Election Procedures. The legislature 

shall by law provide for the registration of voters, the 

nomination of candidates, absentee voting, secrecy in voting, 

the administration of elections, the resolution of electibn 

contests, and a l i  other matters with respect to election, 

procedures. 



Section 4: ~ a G i n ~  Office After. Elections. All - , 

officers elected at the regular general election shall 

take office on the second Monday of january of the year 

following the year in which the election was held. 

4 

ARTICLE IX 

INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM AND RECALL 

Section 1: Initiative. The people may enact laws 

by initiative. 

a) An initiative petition shall contain the 

full text of the proposed law. If the petition proposes a 

local law that affects only on& municipality, the petition 

shall be sigried by at 'lehst twenty (20) percent of the total 

number of voters qualified to vote in the municipality. If 

the petition proposes a general law for the Commonwealth, 

the petition shall be signed by at least twenty (20) percent 

of the total number of qualified votersin each of two of the 

municipalities. 

b) Initiative petitions shall be filed with 

the attorney general for certification that the requirements 

of section l(a) have been met. 

c )  Initiative petitions certified by the ' 

attorney general shall be submitted to the voters at the - ,  
C 

next regular general election, provided that such election 

is held at least 180 days from the date the petition is filed 

with the Attorney General. . 



d) If the petition proposes a local law that 

iffects only one municipality, it shall become law if approved 

by two-thirds of the registered voters of the municipality, 

If the petition proposes a general law for the Commonwealth, 

it shall become law if,approved by two-thirds of the 
4 

registered voters of the Commonwealth, An initiative petition 

that has been approved by the voters shall take effect thirty 

(30) days after the date of the election unless the initiative 

petition itself otherwise provides. 

S e c t i o n  2: Referendum..  The p e o p l e  may r e j e c t  

any  a c t  o f  th,e l e g i s l a t u r e  by re fe rendum.  

a) , A r e f e r e n d y m  p e t i t i o n  s h a l l .  c o n t a i n  t h e  
. . 

I 

f u l l  t e x t  o f  t h e  law . t h a t  i s  s o u g h t  t o  be  r e j e c t e d  a n 4  

" s h a l l  b e  s i g n e d  by a  number o f  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  e q u a l .  t o  

. a t  l e a s t  t w e n t y 1  ( 2 0 )  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  t c t a l  number o f  q u a l i -  
* 

f i e d  v o t e r s  w i t h i n  t h e  Commonwealth. 

b )  Referendum p e t i t i b n s  s h a l l  b e  f i l e d  w i t 5  

t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  f o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  

of s e c t i o n  2(a) have  been  met .  - 
- .  

c )  Referendum p e t i t i o n s  c e r t i f i e d  by t h e  

' a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  s h a l l  b e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  v o t e r s  a t  t h e  

- n e x t  r e g u l a r  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .  

d )  A re fe rendum p e t i t i o n  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  

. . v o t e r s  s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  i f  approved  by a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  



. . . .  vot - s  c a s t  and t h e  l a w  tKa t  is t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  p e t i t i o n  ,:, 

s h a l l  become n u l l ,  v o i d  and be r e ~ e a l e d  t h i r t y  (30) days  

a f t e r  t h e  d a t e  of t h e  e l e c t i o n  u n l e s s  t h e  referendum p e t i t i o n  

o t h e r w i s e  p rov idcs .  

S e c t i o n  3:  R e c a l l .  A l l  e l e c t e d  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  
r . .  

i n  t h e  Common\qealth a r e  s u b j e c t  t b  r e c a l l  by t h e  v o t e r s  o f  

t h e  Commonwealth o r  p o l i t i c a l  si ibdivision fron:which 

e l e c t e d .  

a )  R e c a l l . p e t i t i o n s  s h a l l  i d e n t i f y  L t h e  p u b l i c  

o f f l c i a l  sought  t o  be r e c a l l c d  by nane and t i t l e  o r  o f f i c e ,  

s h a l l  s t a t e  t h e  grounds f o r  r e c a l 1 , a n d  s h a l l  be s i g n e d  by a 
C 

number o f  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  equa l  t o  a t  l e a s t  f o r t y p e r c e n t  of 
? 

- t h e  t o t a l  number o f  pe r sons  q u a l i f i e d  t o  v o t e  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  

o f f i c e  from which t h e  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l  i s  t o  be removed. 
, 

' b)  R e c a l l  p , e t i t i o n s  s h a l l  be  f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  
- .  . - - .  . 

a t t o r n e y  Q e n e r 3 l  o r ,  i f  r e c a l l  o f  t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  i s  

s o u g h t ,  w i t h  t h e  governor  f o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  1 

r equ i r emen t s  of  S e c t i o n  3 ( a )  have been met. 

c )  Reca l l  p e t i t i o n s  t h a t  have been c e r t i f i e d  s h a l l  

be  submi t t ed  t o  t h e  v o t e r s  a t  t h e  n e x t  r e g u l a r  g e n e r a l  

e l e c t i o n  ' u n l e s s  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  r e c a l l  ~ e t i -  

t i o n s  be s u b m i t t e d  a t  s p e c i a l  ' e l e c t i o n s .  
J 

* 
d) A r e c a l l  p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  t h i r t y  

(30) days  a f t e r  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n  i f  apprsved  by . 



asmajority of the votes cast. 

e) Recall petitions shall not be filed against any 

public official more than once in any year or during the - ) 
first six months of a term in office. 

ARTICLE X 

TAXATION AND FINANCE 

Section 1: Public Purpose. No tax shall be 

levied or appropriation of public money made, directly or 

indirectly, except for a public purpose. 

Section 2: Report on Tax'Exemptions. Every 
C five years the gove;nor shall prepare a report to the 

legislature that assesses the use and the social, fiscal' 

and economic impact of any tax'exemptions established by 

law. The report shall include any recommendations by the 

governor on exemption policy or laws. 

Section 3: Public. Debt Authorization. No 

public debt shall be authorized or incurred unless 

approved by two-thirds ( 2 / 3 )  of the members in each house 

of the legislature. 

Sec'tion' '4':' Publ'ic Debt Limitation. No public . 
indebtedness other than bonds or other obligations of the 

- I 

government payable solely from the revenues derived from b 

any public improvement or undertaking shall be authorized 

for any operating expenses of the Comrnonwealth government 



or its political subdivisions, or in excess of ten percentum 

of the aggregate assessed valuation of the real property 

within the Northern Mariana Islands. 

ARTICLE XI 

PUBLIC LANDS 

. 
Section 1: Public Lands. All .of the lands as to 

which right, title or interest have been or hereafter are 

transferred frcm the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands 

to any legal entit.y in the Commonwealth pursuant to 

Secretarial Order 2969, promulgated by the United States 

Secretary of the Interior on Dqcember 26, 1974, all of the 

1-ands as to which right, title or interest nave been vested 

in the Resident Commissioner pursuant to Secretarial Order 

. 2989, promulgated by the United state's Secretary of the 

Interior on March 24, 1976, all of the lands as to which 

right, title or interest have been or -hereafter are transferred 

to or by the government of the Northern Kariana Islands pursuant 

to Article VIII of the Covenant, and all submerged lands off 

the coast of any part of the Commonwealth to which the Common- 

wealth now or hereafter may have a claim of ownership pursuant 

to international law or United States law are public lands-and 

belong collectively to the people of the Commonwealth who are. . 

of Northern Marianas descent. 



Section 2: submerged' Lands. The management and 

disposition of submerged lands off the coast of any p, rt of 

the Commonwealth shall be as provided by law. 

Section 3: Surface Lands The management and i 
disposition of all public lands except those provided for by 

a 

section 2 shall be the responsibility of the Marianas Public 

Land Corporation which shall be the legal entity designated 

pursuant to Secretarial Order 2969. 

Section 4: Jlarianas Public Land Corporation. There - - 

is hereby established the Marianas Public Land Corporation. 

a) The Corporation shall have nine directors 

appointed by the governor withtthe advice and consent of the 

Senate who shall direct the affairs of the Corporation for  the 

benefit of the people of the Commonwealth who are of Northern 

Marianas descent. 

b) Two directors shall be residents of Saipan, 

two shall be residents of Rota, two shall be residents of 

Tinian, one sha.11 be a Carolinian or person of Carolinian 

descent, and one shall be a resident of the Northern Islands. 

Each director shall be a United States citizen or national, 

a resident of the Commonwealth for.at least five. (5) years 

preceding his appointment, a person who has not, been convitted 

of any crime carrying a maximum sentence of imprisonment of 

more than six months; a, person.'-who is able 1 to !speak !Chamorro 

or ~arolinian and a person of Northern Marianas descent. 



, c )  The d i r e c t o r s  s h a l l  s e r v e  s i x - y e a r  terms 

provided,  however, t h a t  t h r e e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  n i n e  d i r e c t o r s  

a p p o i n t e d  s h a l l  s e r v e  a two-year  t e r m ,  t h r e e  s h a l l  s e r v e  a 

f o u r - y e a r  term and t h r e e  s h a l l  s e r v e  a  s i x - y e a r  term. No 

pe rson 'may  s e r v e  mo,re t h a n  one- term a s  d i r e c t o r . .  

d )  The C o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  a c t  by m a j o r i t y  

v o t e  of' t h e  t o t a l  number of  d i r e c t o r s  and s h a l l  have a l l  of 

the powers a v a i l a b l e  t o  a  c o r p o r a t i o n  under  Commonwealth law. 

e )  The d i r e c t o r s  s h a l l  p r e p a r e  and p u b l i s h  

once  each y e a r  a  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  .of t h e  Commonwealth 

d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  management o f  t h e  p u b l i c  l a n d s  and t h e  n a t u r e  

4 
and e f f e c t  o f  any t r a n s f e r s  o f  i n t e r e s t s  i n  p u b l i c  l a n d  . 

d u r i n g  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  y e a r  and d i s c l o s i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  6f  each  

o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  i n  any l a n d  i n - t h e  Commonwealth. 

f )  A t  any t i m e  t e n  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  

da.te of t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  by an  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  two- 

t h i r d s  o f  t h e  members o f  each  house o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  t h e  

C o r p o r a t i o n  may be d i s s o l v e d  and i t s  f u n c t i o n s  mqy be  t r a n s f e r r e d  

t o ' t h e  e x e c u t i v e  b ranch  o f  government.  

S e c t i o n  5: Fundamental P o l i c i e s .  The Marianas . 

P u b l i c  Land C o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  f o l l o w  c e r t a i n  fundamenta l  . 
p o l i c i e s  i n  t h e  performance  of  i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  

a )  The C o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  make a v a i l a b l e  some. 

p o r t i o n  of t h e  p u b l i c  l a n d s  f o r  a homestead program. No p e r s o n  

s h a l l  be e l i g i b l e  foremore  t h a n  o n e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and one  v i l l a g e  
.* 



homestead. No person shall receive title to a'homestead for five 

years after the grant of a homestead or shall be able to transfer 

t i t l e  t o  a  homestead w i t h i n  t e n  y e a r s  o f  r e c e i p t  t h e r e o f  

p r o v i d e d ,  however, t h a t  t h e s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  s h a l l  be  waived f o r  

p e r s o n s  who have e ~ t a b l i s h e d  a  c o n t i n u o u s  r e s i d e n c e  on p u b l i c  

l a n d s  f o r  a t  l e a s t  20 y e a r s  a s  o f  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  

C o n s t i t u t i o n .  Other  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  home- 

s t e a d  program and t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  i n t e r e s t  i n  l a n d  t o  be  

t r a n s f e r r e d  by t h e  C o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  a s  p rov ided  by law. 

b) .The C o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  n o t  t r a n s f e r  t i t l e  

t o  any p u b l i c  l a n d s  f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  t e n  y e a r s  from t h e  

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  e x c e p t  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  

homesteads as p rov ided  under  s ; e c t i o n  5 ( a ) .  * 

c )  The C o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  n o t  t r a n s f e r  any 

l e a s e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  i n  any p u b l i c  l a n d s  f o r  a  p e r i o d  exceed ing  

t w e n t y - f i v e  (25) y e a r s  i n c l u d i n g  a l l  renewal  r i g h t s .  . 

d) The C o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  n o t  t r a n s f e r  t o  any 

p e r s o n  o r  l e g a l  e n t i t y  any i n t e r e s t  i n  more t h a n  f i v e  h e c t a r e s  

o f  p u b l i c  l a n d  f o r  u s e  f o r  commercial purposes  u n l e s s  t h e  

proposed t r a n s f e r  h a s  been approved by a  m a j o r i t y  v o t e  of 

t h e  members of  t h e  s e n a t e .  

e )  The C o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  n o t  t r a n s f e r  a n y *  

i n t e r e s t  i n  any p u b l i c  l a n d s  t h a t  a r e  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  150 f e e t  

o f  t h e  h i g h  w a t e r  mark o f  any sandy beach w i t h i n  t h e  Commonwealth. 



........ f ) The Corporation shall adopt a comprehenkive :.; 
land use plan with respect to the public lands including 

priority of uses and such plan may be amended from time to time 

as the Corporation shall provide. 

) * ~ h &  Corporation shall transfPr promptly all 

moneys received from the public lands to the Marianas.Public 

Land   rust provided,.however, that the Corporation shall retain 

the portion of such moneys necessary to meet reasonable 

expenses of administration. 

Section 6: Marianas Public Land Trust. There is 

hereby established a Marianas Public Land Trust. 

a) ,The Trust Shall have three (3) trustees 

appointed and removed'by the Commonwealth trial court. , 

b) The trustees shall make reasonable, careful 

and prudent investments. During the first ten (10) years of the 

Trust, no investments shall be made except in obligations of 

the United States government. 
, 

c) If the legislature authorizes a Marianas 

development bank, and if the legislature provides that the 

entire amount of United States economic assistance for economic 

development loans provided under Section 7 0 2  (c) .of the Covenant 
. - 

shall be deposited in that bank, then the Trust shall use -up tc 

fifty-five percent (55%) of its receipts in any given year 

to increase the total capital available to the bank to the 
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sum of ten million dollars ($10,000,000). If in any year 

subsequent to a deposit of funds by'the Trust in the bank, the 

bank has more than ten million dollars ($10,000,000) in total 

capital;then the bank shall repay tb the Trust the' excess 
4 

above ten million dollars ($10,000,000) until the Trust 

. has been made whole. 

d) The trustees shall carry out the intention of . 

section 803(e) of the Covenant by making available the interest, 

and, to the extent necessary, the principal of the amount 

'received for the lease of property at Tanapag Harbor 

for the development and maintenance of a memorial park. The 
b 

trustees shall transfer to the general revenues of the 
? 

Commonwealth all remaining interest accrued on the Trust 

proceeds, provided,however, that the =Trustees may retain the 

amount of the interest necessary to meet the reasonable expenses 

of administration of the Trust. 

e) The trustees shall prepare and publish an 

annual report to the people of the Commonwealth accounting 

for all revenues received and expenses incurred by the Trust 

and describing all investments and other transactions . 

authorized 'by the trustees. . 
f) The trustees shall be held to strict 

# 

standards of fiduciary care. , 



ARTICLE X I 1  . - 

RESTRICTIONS ON ALIEKATION OF LAND 

Sect ion  1: Al-ienation of Land. The a c q u i s i t i o n  of permanent and 

long-term i n t e r e s t s  i n  r e a l  p rope r ty  wi th in  t h e  Commonwealth s h a l l  b e  r e s t r i c t e d  
I 

t o  persons of Northern Marianas descent .  

Sec t ion  2: Acquis i t ion .  The term a c q u i s i t i o n  a s  used i n  s e c t i o n  1 - 

s h a l l  i n c l u d e  a c q u i s i t i o n  by means of a l l  t r a n s f e r s  by s a l e ,  l e a s e ,  g i f t ,  

i n h e r i t a n c e  o r  any othe'r means provided, however, t h a t  a t r a n s f e r  t o  a spouse by 

i n h e r i t a n c e  s h a l l  n o t  be considered an a c q u i s i t i o n  .under t h i s  s e c t i o n  and 

pro.vided f u r t h e r , t h a t  a t r a n s f e r  t o  a mortgagee by means of a fo rec losu re  

on a mortgage s h a l l  n o t  be considered an a c q u i s i t i o n  under t h i s  s e c t i o n  i f  
t 

t h e  mortgagee does n o t  hold  t h e  permanent o r  long-term i n t e r e s t  i n  r e a l  
v 

proper ty  t o r  nora th,?n f i v e  years .  l 

Sect ion  3: Permanent and Long-TeitnpInterests i n  Real Property.  

. T h e  telm permanent and long-term i n t e r e s t  i n  r e a l  proper ty  a s  used i n  s e c t i o n  1 

s h a l l  i nc lude  a l l  f r eeho ld  i n t e r e s t s  and a l l  l easehold  i n t e r e s t s  6.f more than  

twenty-five yea r s  inc lud ing  a l l  renewal r i g h t s .  

Sec t ion  4 :  Persons of Northern Marianas Dzscent. For a l l  purposes 
. . 

under t h i s  Cons t i tu t ion ,  a person of Northern Marianas descent  s h a l l  b e  def ined  

as a person who i s  a c i t i z e n  o r  n a t i o n a l  of t he  United S t a t e s  and of  a t  l e a s t  

one-quarter Northern Marianas Chamorro o r  Northern Marianas Carol in ian  blood 

o r  a combination thereof  o r  an  adopted c h i l d  of such person i f  adopted wh i l e  - I 

1 

under t h e  age  o f  1 8  years .  For purposes ,of  determining Northern IIarianas * 

descent ,  a person s h a l l  be considered t o , b e  a ful l -blooded Korthern Marianas 

Chamorro o r  Northern Marianas Carol in ian  i f  t h a t  .person was horn o r  domiciled . 



i n  t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  p r i o r  t o  1950 and was a c i t i z e n  of t h e  
. . 

T r u s t  T e r r i t o r y  of t h e  P a c i f i c  I s l a n d s  prior t o  t h e  t e rmina t ion  of t h e  

T rus t eesh ip  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  Commonwealth. 

Sec t ion  5: Corporat ions.  A co rpo ta t ion  s h a l l  be  deemed t o  be a 

person of  Northern Mar ianas .descent  s o  long a s , i t  is  incorpora ted  i n  t h e  

Commonwealth, has  i t s  p r i n c i p a l  p l a c e  o f  bus ines s  i n  t h e  Commonwealth, h a s  

. d i r e c t o r s  a t  l e a s t  f i f t y -one  pe rcen t  of whom a r e  persons of  Northern Marianas 

descent  and has  v o t i n g  s h a r e s  a t  l e a s t  f i f t y -one  percent  of which a r e  owned 

by persons o f  Northern Marianas descent  as def ined  by s e c t i o n  4. 

Sec t ion  6. Enforcement. Any t r a n s a c t i o n  made i n  v i o l a t i o n  of  

sec. t ion 1 s h a l l  be  void  - ab i n i t i o .  A t  any time t h a t  a co rpo ra t ion  ceases  t o  

be  q u a l i f i e d  under s e c t i o n  5,any permanent o r  long-tern i n t e r e s t  i n  land  i n  t 
the Comc:~wzalth c~mec! by t h e  t o r p o r a t i c n  s h g l l  be f o r f e i t e d  t o  t h e  government. 

ARTICLE X I I F  

EMINENT DOMAIN 

- 
Section 1: Eminent Domain Power. The government 

may exercise the power of eminent domain to acquire private 

property necessary for the accomplishment of a public 

purpose as provided by law. 

Section 2: Limitations. Private property shall 

not be taken without just compensation and shall not be 
- 

. . 
taken unless no suitable public land isavailable for 

the accomplishment of the public purpose. . 



Section 3: Statute of Limitations. The legislature 

may repeal any statute of limitations currently in force in the 

Commonwealth with respect to land in order for the Connnonwealth to 

provide compensation for past transactions\ Such compensation to be 

provided by the Commonwealth may include monetary relief.or priority 

with respect to the distribution of public lands but shall not affect 

any right in property that vested pursuant to the repealed statute of 

limitations. 

ARTICLE XIV 

NATURAL RESOURCES 
t 

Section 1: Marine Resources. All of the ma;ine 

resources found in waters off the coast of any part of the 

Commonwealth over which the Commonwealth now or hereafter 

may have any jurisdiction pursuant to international law 

or United States law shall be controlled, protected and 

preserved by the legislature for the benefit of the people ... 
of the Commonwealth. The transfer of any interest in the 

marine resources of the Commonwealth shall be on terms and 

conditions provided by law. 

Section 2: Uninhabited Islands. The island of 

Managaha shall be maintained as an uninhabited place andb 



shall be used only for cultural and recreational purposes. The . 

island of Sarigan and such other islands.as may be provided by 

law shall be maintained as uninhabited places and shall 

be used only for the preservation of bird and wildlife 

species provided, however, that the legislature may 

substitute in place of Sarigan another island equally or 

better suited for that purpose. 

Section 3: Places and Things of Cultural and His- 

torical Significance. Places of importance to the culture - .  

and traditions of the people of the Northern Mariana Islands 

and places where significant historical events occurred 

within the Northern Mariana Isclands shall be protected and 

preserved and public access thereto shall be maintaine2.a~ 

provided by law. Artifacts and other things of cultural or 

historical significance shall be protected and preserved 

as provided by law and shall not be removed from the 

jurisdiction bf the Commonwealth. 

ARTICLE XV 
EDUCATION 

Section 1: Education. 'a) There shall be free, 

compulsory and public elementary and secondary.education for 

the people of the Northern Mariana Islands within age and 

educational levels as provided by law. 



. .... 
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b) There shcll be higher education and adult 
, 

,., . 

education within the Northern blariana Islands, consistent " ' ..?r..-. 
, z  , "- 

wi.th the needs and resources of the people, as provided by 

ARTICLE XVI 

CORPORATIONS , 

Section 1: Corporations. No priva,te business 
A .  

corporation shall be organized and no existing corporate 

. charter shall be extended or amended except by general laws. 
C 

OATH OF OFFICE 

Section 1: Oath of Office. All members of the 

legislature and officers and employees of the Commonwealth 

government and its political subdivisions taking office 

shall take and subscribe to the following oath or affirma- 

tion: 

I do solernnlv affirm (or swear) that I . 
will support and defend the Constitution 
and laws of the.Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands, the Covenant ' 
To Establish a Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands in Political 
Union with the United.States of America, 
the applicable provisions of the - . 



Const i tut ion ,  laws, and t r e a k i e s  
of the  United States of America, 
and t h a t  I w i l l  f a i t h f u l l y  discharge 
my d u t i e s  to t h e  b e s t  of my a b i l i t y  
(so h e l p  me God). 

- ARTICLE XVIII 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

Section 1: Pro~osal of Amendments. Amendments 

to this Constitution may be proposed by constitutional 

convention, 1e.gislative initiative or popular initiative. 

Section 2: Constitutional Convention. (a) The 

legislature, by an affirmative vote of a majority of the 

members of each h o k e ,  may submit to the qualified voters 

the question, "Shall there be a constitutional conventibn 

. to propose amendments to the Constitution?" Such question 

shall be submitted to the voters no later than seven years 

after ratification of the Constitution and thereafter in 

the discretion of the legislature. ' 

(b) The people by initiative petition may direct the 

legislature to submit to the voters the question, "Shall 

there be a constitutional convention to propose amendments 

to the Constitution?" The petition shall be signed by at 
. 

least three-fourths of the voters oC any municipality 

- .  registered at the time of the preceding general election., . 

The attorney general shall certify the filing of the 

petition and cause the question to be' submitted at the next 

regular general election* provided that the certification 
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occurs at least .thir.~y days before' the election. ' 

(c) If the question of holding a donvention is 

approved by two-thirds of the votes cast, the legislature 

at the session following approval shall provide for the , 

a 

convention. 

(d) The number of delegates to the convention shall be 

equal to the number of members of the most populous house 

of the legislature. The delegates to the convention shall 
- .  

be elected on a nonpartisan basis; 
a 

(e) No call for a constitutional convention pursuant 

to this section shall be subject to a veto by the governor. 

Scction 3: . Legislative Initiative. - ------- 

ture by an affirmative vote of three-fourths of the members 

of each house present and voting mayepropose amendments to 

this Constitution. No proposed amendment shall embrace the 

subject matter of more than one article of the Constitution. 

Section 4 : .  Popular Initiative. (a) The people 

may propose constitutional amendments by initiative. 

Petitions including the full text of the proposed amendment 
I 

shall be signed by qualified voters equal in number to at 

least fifty percent of the number of voters registered at-the 

time of the prece.ding regular general election, including . 
1 

at.least twenty-five percent of the voters so registered 

in each municipality. Such petition shall be 

filed with the attorney general no later than 180- days prior 

to the next regular general election. 
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be submitted to the legislature. If the proposal is agreed 

to by a majority vote. of the legislature, the proposed 

amendment shall be submitted for ratification in the same 

manner as amendmenfs proposed by the legislature. The 

proposed amendment shall be submitted for ratification to the . 

voters at the next regular general election with or without 

legislative approval. 

Section 5: Ratification of Amendments. (a) A 

proposed amendment to this Constitution shall be submitted 

to the qualified voters for ratifikation at the next regular 
t 

general election. 

(b) An amendment proposed by legislative initiative shall bk 

approved if it receives an affirmative vote of a majority of the . 
votes cast. An amendment proposed by constitutional convention or 

by popular initistive shsll becone effective if zpprsved by a a j o r i t ; *  

of the votes cast and at least two-thirds of the votes cast in each of 

two of the three municipalities. 
0 

(c) No proposal for amendment of the Constitution shall 

be subject to a veto by the governor. 



SCHEDULE : , TRANSITIONAL MATTXRS 

A schedule will be attached to the Constitution * 

for spproval by the people that will deal with certain 

transitional matters including: 

a) 'the continuity of the laws currently in 

. force in the Northern Mariana Islands that are not inconsis- 

tent with this Constitution and the Covenant; 

L) the continuity of the service of the 

employees of the government of the ~orthern Mariana-Islands; 

C )  the continuity of judicial cases 

pending at the time of the establishment of the Commonwealth; 

f d) the provision for citizenship qualifica- 

tions prior to the termination of the Trusteeship ~~ree&ent; 

e) the scheduling of the election of new 

Commonwealth officials after approval of the Constitution 

by the United States and the commencement of their terms of 

off ice; 

f) the six election districts for the 

purpose of electing the first House of Representatives. 

The Convention has not ye't considered this schedule 

but will take it up whenitreconvenes after public hearings. 


