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PREAMBLE

We, the people of the Northefn Mariana Islands,
ordain and establish this Constitution for our Commonwealth
and reaffirm our respect for the Constitution of the United
States of America, We declare our goal of establishing a
government in political union with the United States that
preserves our personal liberty and social eguality, our
Chamorro and Carolinian heritage, our land and its resources,

and our culture, history and traditions.

]
ARTICLE 1

PERSONAL RIGHTS

Section 1: Laws Proﬁibiied. No law shall be

made that is a bill of attainder, an ex post facto law,
or a law impairing the obligation of contracts.

Section 2: Freedom of Religion, Speech, Press

and Assembly. No law shall be made respecting an establish-

ment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof,
or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or
the right of the people peaceably to assemble and to .

petition the government for a redress of grievances.
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"for the same offense regérdless of the governmental entity
that‘first institutes prosecution,

f) Excessive bail shall not be required,

g) Excessive fines shall not be imposed.

hJ‘ Cruel and unusual punishment shall not
be inflicted.

i) .Capital punishment is pvohibited.

j) Persons who are under 18 years of age
shall be protected in criminal judicial.proceedings and in

conditions of imprisonment. .

Section 5: Due Prpcess. No person shall be

deprived of life, liberty or property without due procgss of law.

Section 6: Equal Protection. No person shall be

denied the equal protection of the Taws. No person shall be

denied the enjoyment of civil rights or be discriminated
against in the exercise thereof on account of race, color,

religion, ancestry or sex.

Section 7: Availability of a Militia. In order that

a militia may be available if necessary in times of emergency,
the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be

infringed. .



Section 8: Quartering Soldiers. No soldier in time of

peace may be quartered in any house without the consent of the
owner, nor in time of war except in.a manner prescribed by law.

Section 9: Trial by Jury. The legislature may

provide for trial by jury in serious criminal and civil cases

as defined by law.

Section 10: Free Public Education. Each person shall

have the right to a free public education.

Section 11: Clean and Healthful Environment. Each

person shall have the right to a clean and healthful environ-

ment.

Section 12: Privacy. The right of individual privacy

shall not bg infringed except upon a showing of compelling
]

government interest.

ARTICLE II

THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
OF GOVERNMENT

Section 1: Legislative Power. The legislative

power of the Commonwealth shall extend to all rightful
subjects of legislation and shall be vested in.a Northern
Marianas Commonwealth Legislature composed of -a Senate and

a House of Representatives.

]



Scction 2: Composition of the Senate.

a) The Senate shall consist of nine (9) men-

bers with three (3) members elected at large from Rota, three

(3) members electcd at large from Saipan and the islands north of

it, and three (3) tcmbers elected at large from Tinian and Aguiguan.
The term of office for senator shall be four (4) years except

that the candidate receiving the third highest number of votes

in the first election for senator on each island pursuant to

this section shall serve a term of two (2) years.

b) The Senate shall be increased to twelve (12)
members and three (3) members shall be elected from the islands
north of Saipan at the first fegular general election after the
population of thesec islands exceeds one thousand (1,0009
persons. The senator receiving the third highest number of

votes in the first such election shall serve for two (2) years.

€) A senator shall be a qualified voter of

the Commonwealth, a United States citizen or national, at least
twenty-{ive (25) ycars of age, and a resident of the Common-
wealth for at least five (5) years immediately preceding his
election. A longer residency requirement may be provided by law.

Section 3: Composition of the House of Representatives.

a) The House of Representatives shall consist of

thirty (30) members with twenty;five (25) members from Saipan



and the islands north of Saipan, three (3) members from Rota and

two (2) memders from Tinian and Aguiguan provided, however, that the

nunber of representatives may be increased by law to not more
than forty (40). The term of office for representative shall
be two (2) years. - .

b) A representative shall be a qualified voter
of the Commonwealth, a United States citizen or national, at
least twenty-one (21) years of age, and a resident of the
Commonwezlth for at least three (3) years immediately preceding
his election. A longer residency requirement)may be provided
by law.

c) 'Rota shalltconétitute one electoral district,
Tinian and Aguiguan shall constitute cnc clcectoral distyict,
the islands north of Saipan shall constitute one electoral
district, and Saipan shall be divided into six (6) electoral
districts for the election of representatives. The legislature

may change the number and boundaries of the electoral districts

used for electing representatives but no district on Rota and

Saipan shall consist of more than one island. For ten (10)
years following the effective date of this Constitution, the
legislature shall not change the electoral districts on Séipan
and the islands north of Saipan except pursuant to its duties |

under section 4 of this article.



Section 4: Reapportionment.

a) At least every ten (10) years and within
one hundred and twenty (120) days following each decennial
census, the legislature shall reapportion the seats in the

L

House of Representatives as required by changes in Commonwealth

population or by law. Any such reapportionment plan shall
provide for compact and contiguous districts and for repre-
sentation by each member of the House of Representatives of
approximately the same number of residenfs to the extent
permitted by the geography of the Commonwealth and the
distribution of population among the separate islands.

k
b) If the legislature fails to reapportion

the House of Representatives pursuant to subsection (a), the
governor shall promulgate a reapportionment plan within one
hundred and twenty days after the legislature's failure to

act. The governor's plan shall be published in the manner

provided for acts of the legislature and shall have the

force of law upon such publication. Upon the application of
any qualified voter, the Commonwealth appeals court or the
United States District Court if no Commonwealth appeals court
has been created under section 3 of article IV shall have
original, exclusive and final jurisdiction to review any
reapportionment plan and shall have jurisdiction to make orders

to amend the plan to comply with the requirements of this



Constitution or, if the governor has failed to promulgate
a plan within the time provided, to make one or more orders
establishing such a plan.

Section 5: Enactment of Legislation.

a) Appropriations and revenue bills may be

introduced only in the House of Representatives. Other

bills may be introduced in either house of the legislature.

b) Every bill shall be confined to one
subject except bills for appropriations and bills for the
codification, revision or rearrangcment of ex%stingilaws.
All appropriation bills shall be limited to the subject of
appropriations. Legislative gompliance with the require-
ments of this subsection is a constitutional responsibi}ity
not subject to judicial review.

c) The legislature shall enact no law except by
bill and no bill shall become law without the approval of at least
a majority of the votes cast in each house of the legislature.

" Section 6: TLocal Laws. Laws that relate exclusively

to local matters on Rota, Saipan, Tinian or the islands north
of Saipan may be enacted by the legislature or by a majority

of the representatives and senators representing the respective
island or islands. The legislature shall define such locq}
matters that can be the subject of legislation enacted by a

majority of the representatives and senators from the respective
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island or islands, rules or reguiations promulgated by a
mayor pursuant to article VI, section 3(e), or local laws

-

or ordinances ado
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by agercies of local goveriment that

may be establiszhed pursuar article VI, section 6(b}.
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Section 7: Action on Leghislation by the Governor.

a)., Every bill pasced by the legislature

under section 5 or by designat;d members of the legislature
under section 6 shall be signed by the presiding officer

of the house in which the bill originated. If the governor
approves the bill, he shall sigry it and the bill shall become
law. If the governor disapprcves the kill, he shall indicate
ris veto on the bill ard return it to the presiding officers
of both houses orf the legislziure with a statement of the

r
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ltei Oor items in any appropriations bill and sign the
remainder cf the bill.

b) The governcr shall have twenty (20)
days in which to consider appropriation bills and forty
(40) days in which to censider all other bills. If the
governor fails either to sign or veto a bill within the

applicable period, it shall become law in the same manner

as if he had signed the bill.
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c) Any bill or item of a bill vetoed by
the governor may ose¢ reconsidered by the legislature. If -
two-thirds (2/3) of the members in each house vote upon
reconsideration to pass the bill $r item, it shall become
law.

Section 8: Confirmaticn of Appointments. The

Senate shall have the power to confirm appcintments by the
governor where such confirmation is required by this Con-

stitution or by law.

Scction 9: Impeachnent. The legislature may
impeach the governor and such other executive and judicial

officers of the Commonwealth zs are made subject to impeach-
: %
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ment by this Constitution. Th Penresentativg

shall have the power to initiate impeachment proceedings

by the vote of two-thirds (2/37 c¢f its members and the

P

Senate shall have the power to hear impeachnent charges and
to convict by the vote of two-thirds (2/3) of its menmbers.
.

The legislature shall provide procedures for the trial and

removal from office after conviction of officers so impeached.

Section 1C: Vacancies. A vacancy in the legis-

lature shall be filled by special election if more than
one-half (1/2) of the term remains. If less than one—halk

(1/2) of the term remains, the governor shall fill the vacancy

by appointing the unsuccessful candidate for the office in



the last election who teceived the largest number of votes aid
is willing to serve or, if no such candidate is available for
appointment, any person qualified for the office from the

island or electoral district involved.

Section 12: Lecislative Compensation. The
~ e "' ——r

members of the legislature shall receive an annual salary

of twelve thousand dollars (§12,000) and such reasonable
allowances for expensecs as ﬁay be provided by law. The
salaetry of mewmbers may be increased no more frequently than
once every four (4) vcars and only upon the recommendation
of an advisory comnission to be established by law to

study and make recémmendation; concerning the compensatien
of Commonwealth executive, legislative and judicial officers.
No increase in the salary of the menbers of the legislature
shall apply to the legislature which enacted the sane.

Section 12: Prohilitilen on Coverrment Fupnloyment.

No member of the legislaturc shall serve in any other govern-
nent position including eny independent board, agency, authority or
commission established by Commonwealth law,

Section 13: Legislative Imnmunity. No member of

the legislature shall be questioned in any other place for any

written or oral statement in the legislature or its committees

o Lt
and no member of the legislaturc shall be subject to arrest

r
bt

while goins to or ceming from a meeting of the legislature

oT a committce.
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Section 1%: Sessions. The legislature shall meet

for organizational purroses on the second Monday of January in
the year following the regular gencral election at which

members of the legislature are clecked and shall be a continuous
body for the two vgars between such organizational meetings.
Each housc shall meet in regular sessions as provided by law

or its proccdures and may be convened at other times by its

presiding officer or by the govermnor. When meeting pursuant

s

jod s

te the goveinor's csll, the legislature shall cons der only

those subjects described in the call.

K + 3 -~ A ~ ds-
Organizetion aend Procedures.

a} Ekach house«wof the legisliature shall be the
finai judge of the etection and gualifications of 1ts mewveis

and the legislature may by law vest in the courts the trial
and determination of centested elections of members. Each
house may compel the attendance of absent members, discipline
its members and, with the concurrence of three-fourths (3/4)

of its mewbers, exrel a mewber for commission of tresson, a

felony, breach of the peace, or violation of the legislature's

rules.

b) Each house of the legislature shall choose

its presiding officer from among its members, establish such
committees as it decins necessary for the conduct of its
business, and determine its rules of procedures. FEach house

b

shall have the pcver to compel the attendance and testimony

)




of witnesses aund the producticn of bocks and papers betore
such house o its committees. The legislature shall keep a
journal of its procecdings that shall be published from day

to day.

the legislature and any legisletive committee may meet in

exccutive session if authorized to do so by two-thirds (2/3
of the members of the heouse invelved. Mo {inmal cction on
eny legisiative matter may be taken in executive session.
S AT of the

legistetvre wiio has a
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for its members that puc

with conflicts of intoerest

debate in tlha 1
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gislature, and cenls with othev

THD EXECUTIVED REANCE
furit RECUYIVLE BHANCH
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Section 1: TFirecutive Power. The executive power

of the Cowmonwealth shall be vested in & governor and the

other cfficials specifiesd in thie avt

le
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sction 2: Quelifications of the Governor. The
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governoxr shall ke a gualified voter of the Cemmonwealth, at

least thirty vears of age, a citizen or naticnal of the

'»J.

United States and a resident and domiciliary in the Common-

wealth for at less

t suven years irmediately preceding his

-

election. A &

h
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residernce or
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domicile mzy he provided by law.

Secuicn Z: TLiecvtenanl Governor., A lievtenont governor

with the cualificaticns prescribed in section 2 shall perform

those duties acgigned by tha governor or provided by law.

- . . Sy e am v P “ = + “re v -
Whenever the office of lieutenant geovernor is vacant, the governor

[

chall agroint a succoessor with the advice and consent ¢f the

Secticn ¢:  Election of the Jovernsr gnda the Lisutenant

Covernor. rhe covernor and lievcsnant governcr zazll be elec

at large within the Comnonwsalth at a recular gzneral election
and shall take coffice as provided by article VIII. The
govarnor and lieutenant governor shall be eslected jcintly for a
term of four years with eacn voter casting a single vote
applicable to bcth offices. No pesrson shall be elected

governor nore than three tires.

ant Governor. The governor shall receive an annual salary

of twenty-£five thousand dollars and the lieutenant governo~

annual salary of twoncv-twe thousand dollars. Both shall



receive such reasonable allowances for expenses as may be

provided by law.

Upon the recommendation of the advisory

commission on executive, legislative and judicial compensa-

tion created by article II of this Constitution, the

legislature may ingrease or decrease the governor's or lieuten-

ant govarnor's salary provided, however, that neilher
salary shall be increased or diminished during the peoriod

for which the coverror or lieatcenant ¢overnor shall have beesn

eleczed.

Section €: Prohihiticon on Covernment Fouloyment

P

The governo:r or

’ P - - 37
lieutenant governor may not serve in any other

government position or receiver any compensation for perfor-

wance of n

Fd

g otftircizl dutiss or fron o

L T0N ALy GOVeLinbictai pocy
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except that provided by section 5. The governor and lievtenant

governor may each seek any public office during their

term. The legislcture shall enact a cade of corduct for the
ant governcy and heads of exccutive deparimao.:zn

governor, lieuten

3

to reguire disclosure of financial or other personal interescs

and to prevent conflicts of interest in the perforimance of

fficial duties.

o

~ .
Scctic

-
20 S

uccession to tha Cowoxnoro}ln In case

16p]

of the removal,

governor shall be

3

death or resignation of the governor, the liette
COomE GOovVerncr. If the offices of governor

[ e

and lieutenant governor are botlr vacant, the president of tha
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senate shall become acting governor. 2n acting governor
who assumes offiée when more than one year remains in the
term shall serve only until a governor is chosen in a
special election as provided by law.

Section 8: Absence or Disability of the Governor.

a) When the governor is physically absent from
the Commonwealth, the lieutenant governor shall be acting governor.
If the lieutenant governor is also absent or is otherwise unavail-
able, the president of the senate shall be acting governor.

b) When the governor is unable to discharge the
duties of his office by reason of impeachment or other disability,
including but not limited to !physical or mental disability, the
lieutenant governor shall be acting governor. If the lieutcnant
governor is unavailable to serve, the order of succession
to the office of acting governor shall be the same as if the
governor were physically absent from the Commonwealth. If
the person neét in succession to the governor has reason to
believe that the governor is unable to discharge the duties
of his office, that person shall inform the Ccmmronwealth appeals
court or the United States District Court if no Commonwealth
appeals court has been created under section 3 .of article IV.

The court shall have original, exclusive and final jursidiction

to determine all questions regarding disability of the governor,
the existence of a vacancy in the office of governor, and

succession to the office or its powers and duties,
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Section 9: Executive and Administrative Functions.

a) The governor shall be responsible for the

faithful execution of the laws.

b) The governor shall prepare and submit to
the legislature a proposed annual budget for the following
vear. The budget éhall describe all anticipated revenues of
the Commonwealth and shall include recommended legislation
with, respect to taxation if necessary. The budget shall also
recommend expenditures of Cemmonwealth funds. In preparing the
budget, the governor shsll consider submissions made by the
mavors of Saipan, Rota, Tinian and the Northern Islands as to
the budgetary needs of those isglands. The governor's submission
to the legislaturé shall staté the governor's disposition of
the budgetary regquests cf each mayor. After approval by the
legislature, the governor may nst reprogram appropriated funds
except as provided by law. If the budget is not approved
before the start of that fiscal year, all appropriaticns for
governnient operations and oblications shall be continued at the
level for the previous year.

c) The governor shall report at least annually to
the legislature regarding the affairs of the Commonweelth and
recommending measures he considers neéessary or desirable.

d) The governor shall have the power to giant
reprieves, commutations and pardons after conviction for .all

offenses after consultation with a board of parole to be created



by law, provided, however, that this power shall not apply

to impeachments or to removals following impeachments.

Section 10: Emergency Powers of the Governor. The

governor shall have the power to declare a state of emergency
in the case of invasion, civil disturbance, natural disaster

or other calamity and may mobilize all available resources

to respond to that emergency.

Section 11l: Attorney General. The governor shall

appoint an attorney general with the advice and consent of the
senate. The attorney general shall serve as legal adviser to
the governor and executive departments, shall be responsible

for representation of the Commonwealth government in all legal

£ 2
N

matters, and shall serve as chief law cnforcement officer
L 4

with responsibility for prosecuting violations of Commonwealth
law.

Section 12: Public Auditor. The governcr shall

appoint a public auditor with the advice and consent of

the legislature. The public auditor shall zudit the receipt,
possession and dishursement of all public funds by any branch,
agency or department of the Commonwealth and shéll perform
other duties as provided by law. The public auditor shall

report his findings to the legislature and the governor at,
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least once every year and such report shall promptly be

made public. The public auditor may be removed only for cause

and with the concurrence of two-thirds of the members of
the legislature. In the event that there is a vacancy in
the office of public auditor, the presiding officer of
the senate shall appoint a tempérary public auditor who
shall serve until the governor appoints a successor with
the advice and consent of the legislature.

Section 13: Department of Educetion. The l=gisla-

ture shall ecstablish a department of education headed by a
superintendent of education appointed by a representative
board of education. The memirers of the board of education
shall be appcinted by the cgovernor with the advice and,
consent of thg genate and shall formulate policy and exercise
control over the public school syétem through the super-
intendent. The composition of the board of education and
other matters pertaining to its operations and duties shall

be provided by law.

Section 14: Heads of Executive Departments. Each

principal department shall be under the supervision of the
governor and, unless otherwise provided in this Constitution
or by law, shall be headed by a single executive. The -
governor may appoint the heads of executive departments with
the advice and consent of the senate. The governor may remove

the heads of executive departments. All other officers

employed by the Commonwealth shall be appointed and may ke
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removed as provided by law. The governor may at any time

require information in writing or otherwise from the officers
of any administrative department, office or agency of the
Commonwealth.

Section 15: Executive and Administrative Departments.

All executive and administrative offices, agencies and
instrumentalities of the Commonwealth government, and their
respective functions, powers and duties shall be allocated
by law among and within not more than fifteen principal
departments so as to group them as far as practicable
according to major purposes. Regulatory, quaéi—judicial

and temporary agencies need nct be allocated within a
principal department. ‘The legislature shall by law prescribe
the functions, powers and duties of the principal depart-
ments and of all other agencies of the Commonwealth and

may from time to time reallocate offices, agencies and
instrumentalities among the principal departments, and

may change their functions, powers aﬁd duties. The governor
may make such changes in the allocation of offices, agencies
and instrumentalities and in the allocation of their functions,
powers and duties as he considers necessary for efficient’
administration. If such changes affect existing law, they
shall be set forth in executive orders which shall be
submitted to the legislature and shall become effective
sixty days after submission, unless speéifically modified

or disapproved by a majority of the members of eaéh house

-

of the legislature.
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Section 16: Civil Service Commissioﬁ. The

legislature shall providg for a non-partisan and inde-
pendent civil service commission to ettablish and administer
the personnel policies applicable to executive and adminis-
trative departments énd to the staff of the judicial branch
of éovernment. Agpointments and promotions within the

civil service shall be based on merit and fitness demon-
strated by examination or by other evidence of competence.

Section 17: Impeachment of Executive Officials. The

governor, lieutenant governor and other elected officials of

the Commonwealth government shall be subject to imﬁeachment
as provided in article II, section 9 of this Constitution. Such
officers may be impeached and~reméved only for treason, com-

mission of a felony, corruption or neglect cf duty.

Section 18: Public Services,
a) The governor may-delegate to the mayor
elected under the provisions of section 2 of article VI

responsibility for the execution of Commonwealth laws and the

administration of public services in the island or islands in
which the mayor has been elected.

b) Public sérvices on Rota and Tinian shall
be supervised by a resident assistant director in the depart-
ments providing such services appointed by the ﬁead of the
department with the advice and consent of the representatives

and senators in the legislature from the island where the

assistant director shall perform his duties.



- 22 - - ’.;.. _-«,

c) Public services authorized by law shall

be provided on a fair and equitable basis to all the citizehs'
of the Commonwealth. The legislature may require that such
services be provided through decentralized administrative
arrangements. The governor shall make any necessary recom-
mendations to the legislature iﬁ order to accomplish these

obiectives.

ARTICLE IV

THE JUDICIAL BRANCH OF GOVERNMENT

Section 1: Judicjial Power. The judicial power

q

of the Commonwealth shall be vested in a judiciary of the
Northern Mariana Islands. The judiciary of the Northérn
Mariana Islands shall include such-trial and appeals
courts as the legislature may establish pursuant to this
article.

Section 2: Commonwealth Trial Court. The

legislature shall establish a Commonwealth trial court.
This court shall have original jurisdiction over all
matters involving land in the Commonwealth and all other
civil actions except those in which the value of the

matter in controversy exceeds five thousand dollars ($5,000).
The court shall also have original jurisdiction over all
criminal actions except those in which the defendant, if

convicted, may be fined an amcunt that exceeds five thousand



- 23 -~ .

dollars ($5,000f or imprisonment for a term that exceeds five (5)

years. At least one (1) full-time judge of the Commonwealth
trial court shall be assigned to Rota, and at least ohe (1)
full-time judge of.the Commonwealth trial court shall be
assigned to Tinian. Land matters within the jurisdiction of
the Commonwealth trial court shall be considered by a
specialized division of the court for at least five (5) years.
After this Constitution has been in effect for five (5) years,
the legislature may vest additional Eivil and criminal

jurisdiction in the Commonwealth trial court.

Section 3: Commonwealth Appeals Court. After

this Constitution has Leen in eflect for five (5) years;
the legislature may establish a Commonwealth appeals court
to hear such appeals from judgments and orders of the
Commonwealth trial court as are required or permitted by

law,

Section 4: Jurisdiction of the United States

District Court for the Northern Mariana Islands. The United

States District Court for the Northern Mariana Islands shall
have trial and appellate jurisdiction in all civil and

-

criminal cases to the extent that such jurisdiction is not
vested in courts of the Commonwealth by this article or
by the legislature acting pursuant to this article. When

the District Court sits as an appellate court to hear appeals
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‘from the Commonwealth trial court or from the District
Court sitting as trial court, it shall consist of three
judges, at least one  of whom shall be a judge regularly
assigned to a d1v151on of the Commonwealth trial court that

functions as a court of record.

Section 5: Appointment and Qualifications. Judges

shall be appointed for a term of six (6) years by the governor
by and with the consent of the senate. The term of office
may be increased by law to net more than twelve (12) vyears

for judges who have served at least one term. A judge

shall be at least thirty (30) years of age, a United States
citizen or national and possess such other quzlifications as

may be provided by law.

Section 6: Compensaticn. - The compensation of

judges shall be provided by law. There shall be no diminution

of the salary of any judge during his term of office.

Section 7: Sanctions. Judges shall be subject

to impeachment in the same manner as are other civil officers
for the commission of crime, for neglect of duty or for
conduct that brings the judicial office into dlsrepute - The
legislature shall establish an advisory commission on the.
judiciary whose members shall include both lawyers and
representatives of the public. Upon recommendation of tﬂé

advisory commission, the governor may remove, suspend or

otherwise sanction a judge for illegal or impr0pef conduct.
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Section 8: Limitations on Activities of Judges.

Sy s

o

'No full-time judge shall hold any other coﬁpensated government
position or engage in the practice of law. No judge shall
make any direct or indirect financial contribution to any
political organization or party, or hold any executive office
therein, or participate in a political campaign of any kind,
or be a candidate for an elective public office unless he

has resigned his judicial office at least six months prior

to his nomination.

Section 9: Rule-Making Power. The Jjudiciary of the

Northern Mariana Islands may establish rules govérning civil

and crimindl procedure, judic{al ethics, admission

to and governance of the Bar of the Northern Mariana Islands,
and other matters of judicial administration provided, ﬁowever,
that any proposed rule shall ﬁe‘promptly submitted to the legis-
lature and shall become effective sixty (60) days after its
proposal unless disapproved by either house of the legislature.

Until rules are established pursuant to this article, the rules

governing such matters in the United States District Court
for the Northern Mariana Islands shall apply in the

Commonwealth courts.
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ARTICLE V

WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE

Section 1: Washington Representative. A Washington

representative shall be elected to ¥epresent the Commonwealth
in the United States and to perform such related duties as
are provided by 1ab. The governor shall certify promptly

the representative's election'by providing a certificate of
selection to the United States Department of State and to

the representative.

Section 2: Term of Office. The term of office

of the representative shall be two (2) years unless it is

increased to no more than four (4) years by popular initi-
' S
ative pursuant to article IX of this Constitution.

Section 3: Qualifications. The representative

shall be a qualified voter of the Commonwealth, a United
States citizen, at least 30 years of age and a resident and
domiciliary in the Commonwealth for at least seven yéars
immediately preceding his election. No person convicted

of a felony in the Commonwealth or in any area under the
jurisdiction of the United States shall be eligible for this
office unless he has received a full pardon.

Section 4: Annual Report. The representative shall

submit a written report by January 15 of each year to the
governor and legislature of the Commonwealth. Such report

shall summarize the representative's official activities on
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behalf of the Commonwealth during the preceding year and :
.identify any problems requiring the attention of the
Commonwealth government and the Northern Marianas people.

Section 5: Compensation.' The representative shall

receive an annual salary and reasonable allowances for expenses
as prdvided by law'. éuch compensation shall neither be
increased nor diminished during the representative's term of
office.

Section 6: Vacancy. A vacancy in the office of

Washington representative shall be filled by special election
if more than one-half of the term remains. If less than one-
half of the term remains, the governor shall appoint a successor

with the advice and consent of the senate.

ARTICLE VI

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Section 1: Local Government. There shall be

local government established by this article.

Section 2: Election of Mayor. The qualified

voters of Rota, Saipan, Tinian énd the islands north of
Saipan shall elect a mayor to perform the responsibilities
specified in this article for eacﬁ isiand or group of
islands.

a) A mayor shall be a qualified voter of ’

the Cpmmonwealth, a United States citizen or national, at
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least twenty-five (25) years of age, a resident of the
Commonwealth for at least three (3) years, and shall meet'“A“

such other qualifications as may be provided by law.

b) A mayor shall be elected a£ a regular
general election for a term of office of four (4) years.
A vacancy in the office of mayor shall be filled by
special election if more than one-half (1/2) of the term
remains and otherwise as provided by law. A mayor may be
subject to recall under the provisions of article IX, section 3.

Section 3: Responsibilities of Mayor.

a) The mayor shall serve on the governor's

council of mayors provided by section 5 of this article.

b) The mayor shall review the adequacy of the

governmental services and the appropriations provided by law

for the island or islands he sérves'and may submit any
findings or recommendations regarding these services or
appropriations to the governor,

'c) The mayor may investigate complaints. . -
and conduct public hearings regarding any matter of local
concern and submit any findings or recommendations on
such subject to the governor and other appropriate agencies

of the Commonwealth. .

d) The mayor shall propose. items for inclu-

»

sion in the annual budget, review the budget before its

submission by the governor to the legislature, and recommend

amendments in the budget . relating to the island or islands
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served by the mayor. Any proposal relating to the budget made
by the mayor shall be considered by the resporisible Commonwealth

official and rejected only for good cause.

e) The mayor may pr?mulgate rules and
regulations on local matters pursuant to authority provided
by law.

f) The mayor may expend for local public
purposes such revenues as are raised by local taxes
designated by law for such purposes provided, however, that
these expenditures shall be specifically authorized‘by the
legislature or by a majority of the representatives
and senators representing thetisland or islands served
by the mayor. ’ v

. 9) The mayor may appoint and supervise
such employees as are provided by 1a§ to assist in the
performance of his responsibilities.

* h) The mayor shall perform such other

responsibilities as are specified by law.

Section 4: Compensation of Mayor. The mayor

shall recéive an annual salary and a reasonable allowance
for expenses from Commonwealth revenues as provided by law.
The salary of the mayor may not be decreased during his
term of office. Salaries and expenses for any assistants’
to the mayor shall be paid by local taxes designated by law

for such purposes provided, however, that these salaries
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and expenses shall be specifically authorizéd by the
legislature or by a majority of the representatives
and senators representing the island or islands served by

the mayor.

Section é: Governor's Council of Mayors. The

mayors elected pursuant to section 2 and the governor
shall constitute a council of mayors fo advise the governor
on local matters. The governor shall preside over the
council which shall meet at least four (4) times each year
to consider any matter relating to the relationship between
the Commonwealth and its separate islands as the members

*

place on the council's agenda.

Section 6: Other Agencies of Local Government.

a) The chartered muqicipality form of local
government shall cease to exist on the effective date of
this Constitution. Local taxes paid to the chartered
municipal governments on Rota, Saipénvand Tinian shall remain
in effect untii otherwise provided by law and shall be expended
if'éuthorized by the legislature or by a majority of
the representatives and senators from the island or islands
for local public purposes on the island or islands produéing
such revenues. Ordinances and other rules enacted by
municipal councils on Rota, Saipan and Tinian that are ,
consistent with this Constitution shall remain in effect

until superseded by Commonwealth law.




b) No additional agency of local government

shall be established for at least five (5) years from the
effective date of the Constitution. The.leéislature may
then establish agencies of local government in place of or
in addition to the agencies provided for in this article
with such powers, glected officers and financing as may

be provided by law. Agencies of local government shall not
be created for geographical units other than Rota, Saipan,
Tinian and the islands north of Saipan. No new agencies of
local government shall be established without the approval of
two-thirds (2/3) of the qualified voters residing on

the island or islands to be served by the agency of local

government, , N

ARTICLE VII

ELIGIBILITY TO VOTE

Section 1l: Qualifications of Voters. Any person

is eligible te vote who, at the date of the election, is 18
years of age or older, is domiciled in the Commonwealth, is a
resident of the Commonwealth and has resided in the Commonwealth
as provided by law, is not serving a sentence for any crime
other than a misdemeanor having a maximum seﬁtence of six
months or less, has not been found by a court to.be of'unsound
mind, and is either a United States citizen or a United States ,
s

national, provided, however, that the legislature may require

that persons eligible to vote be United States citizens.
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Section 2: No Literacy Requirement. No person

‘may be denied the right to vote because such person is
unable to read or write.

Section 3: Domicile and Residence. The 1egisla—

ture shall implement section 1 by providing the criteria by
which domicile and’ residence shall be determined for voting
purposes and specifying the length of residence within the

Commonwealth that shall be required.

ARTICLE VIII ’ -

ELECTIONS

Section 1l: General Election. The election of

officers of the Commonwealth provided for by article II,

1 ]
article IITI and article V of this Constitution shall be
held on the first Sunday in November. This election shall be

the regular general election of the Commonwealth.

Séction 2: Other Elections. Other elections

shall be held as provided by law.

Section 3: Election Procedures. The legislature

shall by law provide for the registration of voters, the
nomination of candidates, absentee voting, secrecy in voting,
the administration of elections, the resolution of election
contests, and all other matters with respect to election,

procedures.
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: Section 4: Taking Office After Elections. All -

officers elected at the regular general election shall
take office on the second Monday of January of the year

following the year in which the election was held.

ARTICLE IX
INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM AND RECALL

Section 1l: Initiative. The people may enact laws

by initiative. )
a) An initiative petition shall contain the
full text of the proposed law. If §he petition proposes a
local law that affects only onéd municipality, the petition
shall be signed by at least twenty (20) percent of the total
number of voters qualified to vote in the municipality. If
the petition proposes a general law fﬁr the Commonweaith,
the petition shall be signed by at least twenty f20) percent
of the total number of qualified voters 'in each of two of the
municipalities.

by Initiative petitions shall be filed with
the attorney general for certification that the requirements
of section 1l(a) have been met.

¢) Initiative petitions certified by the -
attorney general shall be submitted to the voters at the )
next regular general election, provided that such election

is held at least 180 days from the date the petition is filed

with the Attorney General.
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d) If the petition proposes a local law th;t
affects only one municipaiity, it shall beco;e law if approved
by two-thirds of the registered voters of the municipality.

If the petition proposes a general law for the Commonwealth,
it shall become law if approved by two-thirds of the
registered voters o% the Commonwealth. An initiative petition
that has been approved by the voters shall take effect thirty

(30) days after the date of the election unless the initiative

petition itself otherwise provides.

Section 2% Referendum,. The people may reject

any act of the legislature by réferendum,

a) , A referendym pétitidn shall contain the

full text of the ]aQ-that is sought to be rejected ang
shall be'éigned by a nﬁmber of qualified voters equal to
at least twenty' (20) percent of the'total_number of.quali-
fied voters within the Commonwealth.

B) Referendum petitions shall be filed with
thé attorney general for certification that the requirements
of section 2(a) have been met. |

‘ c) Referendum petitiéns certified by the
‘attorney general shall beqsubmﬁtted to the voters at the

next regular general election.

d) A referendum petition submitted to the

voters shall take effect if approved by a majority of the
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vot-s cast and the law that is the subjeqt.df the petition
5$hall become null, void and be repealed thirty (30) days
after the date of the election unless the referendum petition

otherwise provides.

Section 3¢ Recall. All elected public officials

in the Commonwealth are subject to recall by the voters of

the Commonwealth or political subdivision from:which
elected. | | .

a) Recall petitions shall identify the public
official sought to be.yecallcd by name and title or office,
shali state the grounds for rqsall;'énd shall be signed by a
number of qualified voters equal to at least forty percent of

the total number of persons qualified to vote for the public

office from which the public official is to be removed.

r

b) Recall petitions shall be filed with the
aﬁtorney\Qenefhl or, if recall o%uthé éffé}néy génerai is
soﬁght, with the govefnor for certification that the
requirements of Section 3(a) have been met.

€) Recall petitions that have been certified shall
be submitted to the voters at the next regular general

election unless the legislature provides that recall peti-

tions be submitted at special ‘elections.

g

4 . ’
d) A recall petition shall take effect thirty

(30) days.after the date of the election if approved by
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a majority of the votes cast.
e) Recall petitions shall not be filed against any
public official more than once in any year or during the

-~

first six mqnths of a term in office.

3

ARTICLE X

TAXATION AND FINANCE

Section 1: Public Purpose. No tax shall be

levied or appropriation of public money made, directly or
indirectly, except for a public purpose.

Section 2: Report on Tax Exemptions. Every

five years the govefnor shall ﬁrepare a report to the

legislature that assesses the use and the social, fiscal’
and economic impact of any tax'exempt}ons established by
law. The report shall include any recommendations by the

governor on exemption policy or laws.

Section 3: Public Debt Aufhorization. No

public debt shall be authorized or incurred unless
apprdved by two-thirds (2/3) of the members in each house
of the legislatufe.

Section 4: 7Public Debt Limitation. No public

-

indebtedness other than bonds or other obligations of the

government payable solely from the revenues derived from .

’

any public improvement or undertaking shall be authorized

for any operating expenses of the Commonwealth government

-
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or its political subdivisions, or in excess of ten percentum
of the aggregate assessed valuation of the real property

within the Northern Mariana Islands.

ARTICLE XTI

PUBLIC LANDS

Section 1: Public Lands. All of the lands as to

which right, title or interest have been or hereafter are
transferred frem the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands

to any legal entity in the Commonwealth pursuant to

Secretarial Order 2969, promulgated by the United States
Secretary of the Interior on Dgcember 26, 1974, all of the
Jands as to which right, title or interest have been ves;ed

in the Resident Commissioner pursuant to Secretarial Order
2989, promulgated by the United States Secretary of the
Interior on March 24, 1976, all of the lands as to which

right, title or interest have been or hereafter are transferred
tolor by the government of the Northern Mariana Islands pursuant
to Article VIII of the Covenant, and all submerged lands off
the coast of any part of the Commonwealth to which the Common-
wealth now or hereafter may have a claim of ownership pursuant
to international law or United States law are puﬁlic lands. and’
belong collectively to the people of the Commonwealth who are

»

of Northern Marianas descent.
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A Section 2: Suhmerged.Lands. The management and
éisposition of submerged lands off the coast of any p.rt of
the Commonwealth shall be as provided by law.

Section 3: Surface Lands., The management and

)
disposition of all public lands except those provided for by

section 2 shall be the responsibility of the Marianas Public
Land Corporation which shall be the legal entity designated

pursdant to Secretarial Order 2969.

Section 4: Marianas Public Land Corporation. There

is hereby established the Marianas Public Land Corporation.

a) The Corporation shall have ﬁine directors
appointed by the governor withsthe advice and consent of the
Senate who shall direct the affairs of the Corporation for the

benefit of the people of the Commonwealth who are of Northern

Marianas descent.

b) Two directors shall be residents of Saipan,
two shall be residents of Rota, two shall be residents of
Tihian, one shall be a Carolinian or person of Carolinian
descent, and one shall be a resident of the Northern Islands.
Each director shall be a United States cifizen or national,

a resident of the Commonwealth for at least five (5) years

preceding his appointment, a person who has not been convitted

of any crime carrying a maximum sentence of imprisonment of

’

more than six months,, a. person_ who is able.to.speak .Chamorro

or Carolinian and a person of Northern Marianas descent.
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. c) The directors shall serve six-year terms
provided, however, that three of the first ﬂine directors
appointed shall serve a two-year term,'three shall serve a
four-year term and three shall serve a six-year term. No
person may serve more than one term as director. 4

d) The Corporation shall act by majority
vote of the total number of directors and shall have all of

the ﬁowers available to a corporation under Commonwealth law.

e) The directors shall prepare and publish
once each year a report to the people of the Commonwealth
describing the management of the public lands and the nature
and effect of any transfers og interests in public land
during the preceding year and disclosing the interests of each
of the directors in any land in.the Commonwealth.

f) At any time ten years after the effective
date of this Constitution, by an affirmative vote of two-
thirds of the members of each house of the legislature, the
Corporation may be dissolved and its functions mf§y be transferred
to the executive branch of govefnment.

- Section 5: Fundamental Policies. The Marianas

Public‘Land Corporation shall foliow éertain fundamental
policies in the performance of its responsibilities.

é) The Corporation shall make available somei
portion of the public lands for a homestead program. No person

shall be eligible foremore than one agricultural and one village

-
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homestead. No person shall receive title to a homestead for five

years after the grant of a homestead or shall be able to transfer

title to a homestead within ten years of receipt thereof
provided, however, that these requirements shall be waived for
persons who have established a continuous residence on public
lands for at least 20 years as of the effective date of this
Constitution. Other requirements for eligibility for the home-
stead program and the nature of the interest in land to be
transferred by the Corporation shall be as provided by law.

b) .The Corporation shall not transfér title
to any public lands for a period of tén years from the
effective date of this Constitution, except Qith respect to

homesteads as provided under section 5(a). .

c¢) The Corporation shall not transfer any
leasehold interest in any public 1anés for a period exceeding -
twenty-five (25) years including all renewal rights..‘

d) The Corporation shall not transfer to any
person or legal entity any interest in more than five hectares
of public land for use for commercial purposes unless the

proposed transfer has been approved by a ﬁajority vote of

the members of the Senate.

e) The Corporation shall not transfer any
interest in any public lands that are located within 150 feet

of the high water mark of any sandy beach within the Commonwealth.



£f) The Corporation shall adopt a comprehenéiﬁef;”“.w
land use plan with respect to the public lands including
priority of uses and such plan may be amended from time to time
as the Corporation shall provide.
g) .The Corporation shall transfer promptly all
moneys received from the public lands to the Marianas. Public
Land Trust provided however, that the Corporation shall retain
the fortion of such moneys necessary to meet reasonable
expenses of administration.

Section 6: Marianas Public Land Trust. There is

hereby established a Marianas Public Land Trust.

a) 'The Trust shall have three (3) trustees
appointed and removed by the Commonwealth trial court. .,

b) The trustees shall make reasonable, careful

and prudent investments. During the'first ten (10) years of the

Trust, no investments shall be made except in obligations of

the United States government.

c) If the legislature authorizes a Marianas
deveiopment bank, and if the legislature provides that the
entire amount of United States economic assistance for economic
development loans provided under section 702(c) ‘of the Covenant
shall be deposited in that bank, then tﬁe Trust shall use'up to
fifty-five percent (55%) of its receipts in any given year

to increase the total capital available to the bank to the
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.sum of ten million dollars ($10,000,000). If in any year
subsequent to a deposit of funds by the Trust in the bank, the
bank has more than tén million dollars ($10,000,000) in total
capital,-then the bank shall repay to¢ . the Trust the excess
above ten million dollars ($10,000,000) until the Trust

has been made whole. '

d) The trustees shall carry out the intention of
section 803(e) of the Covenant by making available the interest,
and, to the extént necessary, the principél of the amount
"received for the lease of property at Tanapag Hérbor.
for the development and maintfnance of a memorial park. The
trustees shall transfer to the general revenues of the
Commonwealth all remaining interest accrued on the Trusk
proceeds, provided, however, that the -Trustees may retain the
amount of the interest necessary to meet the reasonable expenses

of administration of the Trust.

"e) The trustees shail prepare and publish an
annual report to the people of the Commonwealth accounting
for all revenues received and expenses incurred by the Trust
and describing all investments and other transagtions
authorized by the trustees. - -

f) The trustees shall be held to strict

standards of fiduciary care.
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N ) ARTICLE XII :

RESTRICTIONS ON ALIENATION OF LAND

Section 1: Alienation of Land. The acquisition of permanent and

10ng-térm interests in real property within the Commonwealth shall be restricted

to persons of Northern Marianas descent.

Section 2: Acquisition. The term acquisition as used in section 1

shall include acquisition by means of all transfers by sale, lease, gift,
inheritance or any other means provided, however, that a transfer to a spouse by
inheritance shall n;p be considered an acquisitioniunder this section and
provided further, that a transfer to a mortgagee by means of a foreclosure

on a mortgage shall not be consideredkan aéquisition under this section if

the mortgagee does not hold the permanent or long-term interest in real

A

property tor more than five years.

Section 3: Permanent and Long-Term-Interests in Real Property.

. The term permanent and long-term interest in real property as used in section 1
shall include all freehold interests and all leasehold interests of more than
twenty~-five years including all renewal rights.

Section 4: Persons of Northern Marianas Desscent. For all purposes'

under this Constitution, a person of Northern Marianas descent shall be defined
as a person who is a citizen or national of the United States and of at least
one-quarter Northern Marianas Chamorro or Northern Marianas Carolinian blood

or a combination thereof or an adopted child of such person if adopted while .

under the age of 18 years. For purposes of determining Northern Mariaﬁas )

descent, a person shall be considered to be a full-blooded Northern Marianas

Chamorro or Northern Marianas Carolinian if that person was born or domiciled

.
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in the Northern Mariana Islands prior to 1950 and was a citizen of the
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands pribr to the fermination of the
Trusteeship with respect to the Commonwealth,

Section 5: Corpofations. A corpofation shall be deemed to be a

person of Northern Marianas-descent so long as it is incorporated in the
4

4

Commonwealth, has its principal place of business in the Commonwealth, has

directors at least fifty-one percent of whom are persons of Northern Marianas-

descent and has voting shares at least fifty-one percent of which are owned

by persons of Northern Marianas descent as defined by section 4,

'

Section 6. Enforcement. Any transaction made in violation of

section 1 shall be void ab initio. At any time that a corporation ceases to

be qualified under section 5, any perqgnent or long-term interest din land in

the Commenwealth cwned by the corporation shall be forfeited to the government.

ARTICLE XIIT

EMINENT DOMAIN

-

Section 1: Eminent Domain Power. The government

may exercise the power of eminent domain to acquire private
property necessary for the accomplishment of a public
purpose as provided by law.

¢

Section 2: Limitations. Private property shall

-

not be taken without just compensation and shall not be
taken unless no suitable public land is .available for ,

the accomplishment of the public purpose.
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Section 3: Statute of Limitations. The legislature

may repeal any statute of limitations cufrently in force in the
Commonwealth with respect to land in order for the Commonwealth to

provide compensation for past transactions. Such compensation to be
provided by the Commonwealth may include monetary relief or priority

with respect to the distribution of public lands but shall not affect

any right in property that vested pursuant to the repealed statute of

limitations.

ARTICLE XIV

NATURAL RESOURCES

Section 1: Marine Resources. All of the marine

resources found in waters off the cgast of any part of the
Commonwealth over which the Commonwealth now or hereafter
may have any jurisdiction pursuant to international law

or United States law shall be controlléd, protected and
pfeserved by éhe legislature for the benefit of the people
of the Common&ealth. The transfer of any interest in the
marine resources of the Commonwealth shall be on terms and
conditions provided by law.

-

Section 2; Uninhabited Iélands. The island of

Managaha shall be maintained as an uninhabited place and:
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shall be used only for cultural and recreational purposes. The -

island of Sarigan and such other islands as may be provided by

law shall be maintained as uninhabited places and shall
be used only for the preservation of bird and wildlifé
species érovided, however, that the legislature may
substitute in place of Sarigan ahother island equally or
better suited for that purpose.

Section 3: Places and Things of Cultural and His-

torical Significance. Places of importance to the culture

and traditions of the people of the Northern Mariana Islands
and places where significant historical events occurred
within the Northern Mariana Isdands shall be protected and
preserved and public access thereto shall be maintained,as

provided by law. Artifacts and other things of cultural or

historical significance shall be protected and preserved
as provided by law and shall not be removed from the

jurisdiction df the Commonwealth.

ARTICLE XV
EDUCATION

Section 1: Education. ‘a) There shall be free,

compulspry and public elementary and secondary-education for
the people of the Northern Mariana Islands within age ané

educational levels as provided by law. s
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b) There sh:11 be higher education and adult
education within the Northern Mariana Islands, consistent L
with the needs and resources of the people, as provided by

law. .

ARTICLE XVI

CORPORATIONS

Section 1: Corporations. No private business
corporation shall be organized and no existing corporate

charter shall be extended or amended except by general laws.
‘ .

ARTICLE XVII

OATH OF OFFICE

Section 1l: Oath of Office.  All members of the

iegislature and officers and employées of the Commonwealﬁh
government and its political subdivisions taking office
shall take and subscribe to the following oath or affirma-
tion:

I do solemnly affirm (or swear) that I -
will support and defend the Constitution
and laws of the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands, the Covenant
To Establish a Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands in Political
Union with the United States of America,
the applicable provisions of the
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Constitution, laws, and treaties

of the United States of America,

and that I will faithfully discharge
my duties to the best of my ability
(so help me God).

ARTICLE XVIII

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

Section 1: Proposal of Amendments. Amendments

to this Constitution may be proposed by constitutional
convention, legislative initiative or popular initiative.

Section 2: Constitutional Convention. (a) The

iegislature, by an affirmative vote of a majority of the
members of each house, may submit to the qualified voters
- the question, “Shall there be a constitutional conventibn
to propose amendments to the Constitution?" Such question
shall be submitted to the voters no later than seven years
after rétification of the Constitution and thereafter in
the discretion of the legislature.

(b) The beople by initiative petition may direct the
legislature to submit to the voters the question, GShall
there be a constitutional convention to propose amendments
to the Constitution?" The petition shall be signed by at
least three-fourths of the voters of any municipality
registered at the time of the preceding general election., .
The attorney general shall certify the filing of the
petition and cause the question to be submitted at the next

regular general election* provided that the certification
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occurs at least thirvy days before the election. ‘ T

(c) If the question of holding a Eonvention is

approved by two-thirds of the votes cast, the legislature

at the session following approval shall provide for the

convention.

(d) The number of delegates to the Convention shall be
equal to the number of members of the most populous house
of the legislature. The delegates to the convention shall

be elected on a nonpartisan basis.
(e) No call for a constitutional convention pursuant
to this section shall be subjgct to a veto by the governor.

Scction 3: . Legislative Initiative. The legisla-

ture by an affirmative vote of three-fourths of the members
of each house.present and voting may propose amendments to |
this Constitution. No proposed amendment shall embrace the
subject matter of more than one article of the Constitution.

Section 4:° Popular Initiative. (a) The people

may propose constitutional amendments by initiative.
Petitions including the full text of the proposed amendment
shall be signed by qualified voters equal iﬁ number to at
least fifty percent of the nﬁmber of voters registered at _the
time of the preceding regular general election, including
at.least twenty-five percent of the voters so registered‘

in each municipality. Such petition shall be

filed with the attorney general no later than 180 days prior

to the next regular general election.
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; (b) An amendment proposed by bopular initiative shall’
be submitted to the legislature. If the proposal is agreed
to by a majority vote of the legislature, the proposed

amendment shall be submitted for ratification in the same

manner as amendments proposed by the legislature. The
proposed amendment shall be submitted for ratification to the
voters at the next regular general election with or without

legislative approval.

Section 5: Ratification of Améndments. (a) A

proposed amendment to this Constitution shall be submitted
to the qualified voters for ratifiéation at the next regular

. .
general election.

(b) An amendment pfoposed by legislative initiative shall be
approved 1f it receives an affirmative vote of a majofity of the .
votes cast. An amendment proposed by constitutional convention or
by popular initiative shall become effective if approved by a majority
of the votes cast and at least two-thirds bf the votes cast in each of

two of the three municipalities.

- (c) No proposal for amendment of the Constitution shall

be subject to a veto by the governor.



SCHEDULE: , TRANSITIONAL MATTERS

A schedule will be attached to the Constitution
for approval by the people that will deal with certain
transitional matters including:

a) the continuity of the laws currently in
force in the Northern Mariana Islands that are not inconsis-
tent with this Constitution and the Covenant;

b) the continuity of the service of the
employees of the government of the Northern Mariana- Islands;

c) the continuity of judicial cases
ﬁending at the time of the establishment of the Commonwealth;

d) ‘the provisfon for citizenship qualifica-
tions prior to the termination of the Trusteeship Agreement;

e) the scheduling of'the election of new
Commonwealth officials after approval of the Constitution
by the United States and the commencement of their terms of
office; |

| -f) the six election districts for the
purpose of electing the first House of Representatives.

The Convention has not yet considered this schedule

but will take it up when it reconvenes after public hearings.




