
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 
of t h e  

NORTHERN MliRL4NA ISL4NgS 

VERBATIM JOUREAL (TRAY SCRIPT) 

Twenty-Eighth Day 
Sunday, November 14 ,  1976 

The C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  ~ o n v e n t i o A  of the. Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  reconvened 
i n  Committee of t h e  Thole a t  9:14 a . m .  

The Honorable F e l i p e  Q. A t a l i g ,  Delegate ,  p res ided .  

The Convention reconvened i n  P lenary  Session a t  10:22 a.m. 

The Honorable Lorenzo I. Guerrero, P r e s i d e n t ,  p res ided  over  t h e  Convention. 
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Chai-man F e l i p e  Atalig: The Committee of t h e  Whole d e l i b e r a t e d  and adopted 
t h e  fo l lowing  Committee Recomendat ions:  Committee Recommendation No. 9 
from t h e  C o m i t t e e  on Finance, Local  Government and Other Mat te rs ,  r ega rd ing  
"Preamble, " and Commit t e e  Recom,endation No. 9 from t h e  Committee on Personal  
R igh t s  and Natura l  Resources,  r ega rd ing  "Miscellaneous Provis ions ."  Each of 
t h e s e  Recornmendations were adopted unanimously. 

The Connuittee o f  t h e  Whole a l s o  adopted,  as amended, Committee Recommendation 
No. 4 from t h e  Cormnit t e e  on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  regarding-"Tl~e execu t ive  
Branch of Government. I' , 

The amendments a r e  a s  f o l l o v s :  

Wherever t h e  words "v ice  governor'' now appear  i n  t h e  t e x t ,  w i l l  b e  
c h ~ n g ~ , d  tc)' rOa3 tt1Fpxte2Lq+_ 0- e n l r ~ ~ n r ,  -- ---  I t  m d  ~ . ~ h e r ~ _ ~ e ~ f  t h e  wnrds  "1 i P I I ~  ~ n a n  t 

governor'! now appear in t h e  t e x t ,  w i l l  oe changed t o  read  "mayor. " 9 

C o r n i t t e e  Recommendation No. 4: The Execut ive Branch of  Government 

Sec t ion  18: Pub l i c  Se rv i ces .  . 
a )  The governor may d e l e g a t e  t o  t h e  mayor r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  

execut ion  of Commonwealth l a w s  and t h e  admin i s t r a t i on  of  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s  
i n  t h e  i s l a n d  o r  i s l a n d s  i n  which t h e  mayor has  been e l e c t e d .  

b) P u b l i c  s e r v i c e s  on Rota and T i n i a n  s h a l l  be  superv ised  by a 
r e s i d e n t  a s s i s t a n t  d i r e c t o r  i n  t h e  departments provid ing  such s e r v i c e s  
appoin ted  by t h e  head of t h e  department w i th  t h e  advice  and cofisent of 
t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  and s e n a t o r s  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  from t h e  i s l a n d  
where t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  perform hi.s d u t i e s .  

c )  P u b l i c  s e r v i c e s  au tho r i zed  by law s h a l l  be provided on a fa ir  
and e q u i t a b l e  b a s i s  t o  a l l  t h e  c i t i z e n s  of t h e  Commonwealth. The 
l e g i s l a t u r e  may r e q u i r e  t h a t  such s e r v i c e s  be provided through decen- 
t r a l i z e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  arrangements.  The governor s h a l l  make any 
neces sa ry  recommendations t o  t h e  l e g i s t u r e  i n  o rde r  t o  accomplish - 
t h e s e  o b j e c t i v e s .  

Chaiman Feli.pe Ata l ig :  I move t h a t  t h e  Convention accep t  t h e  r e p o r t  o$ t h e  
Committee of t h e  Whole and adopt  Committee Recommendation No. 9 from t h e  
Committee on Personal  Rights  and Na tu ra l  Resources,  C o m i t t e e  Recommendation 
No. 9 from t h e  Committee on Finance, Local  Government and Other Ma t t e r s ,  and 
Committee ~ecommendation No. 4, as amended, from t h e  Committee on Governmental 
I n s t i t u t i o n s .  

The motion w a s  seconded and c a r r i e d .  

(13) MISCELLANEOUS 
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Delegate  Jose  R.  Cruz: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I want t o  exp res s  my sent iment  on behalf  
of my Delegat ion.  During t h e  p a s t  s e v e r a l  weeks, t h e r e  were t imes when we were - - 
h i g h l y  emotional  and t imes when s t a t emen t s  were made t h a t  were unca l l ed  f o r .  But 
I want t o  a s s u r e  t h i s  Convention t h a t  we a l l  d i d . t h i s  i n  good f a i t h .  We don ' t  
want t o  d r a g  i n t o  today,  y e s t e r d a y ' s  I n j u s t i c e s .  But i n  o rde r  f o r  u s  ta  j u s t i f y  
our  p o s i t i o n ,  s o  t h a t  t h i s  Convention can understand how much my people have 
s u f f e r e d ,  we have no o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  b u t  t o  go on record ,  M r .  P r e s iden t .  

Today I want t o  thank t h e  members of t h i s  Convention, i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  
Chairmen, f o r  t h e i r  u n s e l f i s h n e s s  and th rough t fu lnes s  f o r  making t h e  people 
of Rota and T in i an  t h e i r  concern. On behal f  of my people I want t o  thank t h i s  
Convention. Now t h e  Cornonwealth is  only t h e  next  day ahead of us .  Thank you. 

Delegate  H i l a r i o  Diaz: On behalf  of t h e  Delegat ion from T in ian  I want 
t o  ass t t re  t h i s  Convention t h a t  we w i l l  coopera te  t o  t h e  maximum e x t e n t  t o  
a s s u r e  t h e  conclusi.on of t h i s  Convention, and we w i l l  work wi th  f u l l  
coopera t ion  toward a workable C o n s t i t u t i o n .  Thank you. 

Delega te . Joaquin  Torres:  I would l i k e  t h e  r eco rd  t o  show t h a t  Chairman 
F e l i p e  Q. A t a l i g  cha i r ed  t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole du r ing  i t s  most turbu- 
l e n t  and c r i t i c a l  pe r iod ,  'and he  l e d  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  d i s t i n c t i o n .  He 
should  be  h igh ly  commended. 

Delegate  Benjamin Manglona: On beha l f  of my Delega t ion ,  I wish t o  convey ou r  
whole-hearted thanks t o  each Delegate  f o r  reaching  a workable compromise. I 
c e r t a i n l y  a p p r e c i a t e  t h i s  oppor tuni ty  t o  exp res s  t h i s  thanks t o  you. 

Delegate  Vicente  Manglona: On behal f  of my T in i an  Delegat ion I would l i k e  
t o  thank each and every  Delegate  f o r  t h e i r  thought fu lness  and unders tanding  
concerning our  compromise. Thank you. 

Delegate  Esteven King: I would l i k e  t o  exp res s  my g r a t i t u d e  t o  a l l  t h e  Delega tes  
who voted  f o r  our  compromise, b u t t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  Second and F i n a l  Reading. 
W e  are happy t h a t  w e  "ere a b l e  t o  come up wi th  a compromise. W e  are g lad  t o  
have coopera t ion  among t h e  Delegates .  h a n k  you. 

Delegate  David Mara t i ta :  I j u s t  want t o  a s s u r e  t h e  members of t h e  Delkgat ions 
from Rota and Tin ian  t h a t ,  a s  a Rotanese by b i r t h  and as a Delegate  by e l e c t i o n  
from Saipan, t h e r e  w a s  no way i n  ny h e a r t  t h a t  I could r e s i g n  myself from t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  I w a s  a Rotanese. We a r e  d i s c u s s i n g  f s s u e s  of concern t h a t  w i l l  
a f f e c t  t h e  Commonwealth of t h e  Northern Marianas. Regardless  of t h e  f a c t ,  
M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h a t  I , a m  now l i v i n g  i n  Saipan, I s t i l l  want t o  c a l l  myself 
a c i t i z e n  of  t h e  Northern Marianas f i r s t ,  and a Rotanese, second. The f a c t  is ,  
we are a l l  h e r e  working f o r  t h e  good of t h e  Commonwealth. Thank you. 

Delegate  Pedro Ogo: On behalf  of t h e  people of Rota,  w e  a r e  now f e e l i n g  t h e  
s e n s e  of u n i t y  i n  t h i s  Convention wi th  t h e  adopt ion  of t h i s  proposa l  on t h e  
"Executive Branch of  Government," No. 4, as amended. Thank you. 

Delega te  Pedro I g i t o l :  Let  me borrow a quo ta t ion  from D a q 7  Jones,  "~amn  t h e  
torpedoes and f u l l  speed ahead." L e t ' s  g e t  t h i s  t h i n g  over  with.  

Delega te  Benigno F i t i a l :  Since w e  have reached a compromise,. I would l i k e  t o  
a s k  t h a t  a l l  t h e  Delegates  j o i n  hands and s i n g  o u r  Nat iona l  Anthem of t h e  
Northern Marianas. 

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero: Before we s i n g ,  t h e r e ' a r e  s t i l l  some Delegates  who wjsh 
t o  make s t a t emen t s .  We w i l l  s i n g  ou r  Nat iona l  Anthem b e f o r e  w e  recess .  

Chairman Jose  P. Mafnas: I would t h e  Convention t o  recognize  t h e  presence  
of t h e  Honorable Minor Pounds, D i s t r i c t  Attorney from Ponape. 

F loor  Leader Rasa: This  is n o t  t h e  f i r s t  time t h a t  have t ang led  wi th  t h i s  
problem. I a m  ve ry  much impressed by t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  of t h e  Delegat ions 
from Rota and Tin ian .  I t h i n k  we a l l  s t i l l  remember t h e  t ime I opposed, 
and I still  oppose, i n  n e g o t i a t i o n s  t h a t  they  managed t o  see t h a t  t h e r e  i s  
a bi-camera1 congress ,  which I fought ,  and s t i l l  t h i n k  is  n o t  economical. 
Now they  manage, once aga in ,  t o  g e t  what t hey  want on t h e  execu t ive  l e v e l .  
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I am not  say ing  t h a t  i t  i s  wrong, I am only say ing  t h a t  what I d i d  should no t  
b e  cons t rued  a s  what I t h i n k  is  r i g h t .  I should be  construed i t  i s  done because 
t h e  d e s i r e  of t h e  people i s  paramount. Thank you. 

Delegate  Manuel Tenorio: I j u s t  want t h e  Convention t o  recognize  t h e  ou t s t and ing  
work of t h e  Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s  who provided t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
language and t h e  Spec ia l  Committee f o r  provid ing  t h e  compromise. Thank you. 

Delegate  Pedro Dela Cruz: One way t o  r e s o l v e  an  i s s u e  i s  t o  a rgue  i n t e n s i v e l y .  
Th i s  is one way t h a t  we can l e t  t h i n g s  out .  Because we should no t  l e a v e  he re  
say ing ,  t h i s  is what we should have done and should have argued i n  t h e r e .  I 
would 1 i k e t h e D e l e g a t e s  t o  recognjze  and r e s p e c t  t h e  opin ions  of o t h e r s ,  because 
w e  a l l  have d i f f e r e n t  thoughts  and f e e l i n g s .  Thank you. 

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero: The Chair would a l s o  l i k e  t o  commend t h e  good work of t h e  
S p e c i a l  Committee i n  provid ing  t h i s  Convention wi th  a good compromise. I am 
s u r e  t h a t  w i th  a l l  t h e  good words from t h e  Delegates ,  we w i l l  a ch i eve  t h e  g o a l  
of  t h i s  Convention. 

.I 

Delegate  Juan DLG. Demapan: It i s  n o t  on ly  t h e . D e l e g a t e s  from Rota and T in i an  
who have su f f e red ;  t h e  of  Saipan have a l s o  s u f f e r e d .  There a r e  a  l o t  
of people i n  Saipan w h o - s t i l l  don ' t  have running water .  W e  a l s o  have s u f f e r e d  
r ega rd ing  h o s p i t a l  s e r v i c e s .  You sometimes have t o  spend a l l  day a t  t h e  
h o s p i t a l  f o r  t rea tment .  We are n o t  t o t a l l y  accommodated wi th  such s e r v i c e s .  
I would l i k e  t o  apologize  t o  t h e  Delega tes  of Tin ian  and Rota f o r  be ing  
c o n s t r o v e r s i a l .  Thank you. 

Delegate  Mara t i t a :  I n  r ega rds  t o  s ing ing ,  I move t h a t  we go t o  Committee of  
t h e  Whole. - .  

Pres iden t  Guerrero: The Chair  w i l l  r ecognize  t h e  r eques t  made earlier by 
Chairman F i t i a l  t h a t  we  s i n g  t h e  Nat iona l  Anthem of t h e  Northern Marianas. 

Chairman Benigno F i t i a l :  I would l i k e  f o  a s k  a l l  t h e  Delegates  t o  p l e a s e  
j o i n  me i n  s i n g i n g  t h e  Nat iona l  Anthem. (The words a r e  a s  fol low:)  

5 
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G i  t a l o  g i  halum tasi  
'Nai g a i g i  i tan0  hu 
Malagoho 
M i l  be ses  yan mas 
Hu sa luda  hao 
Gatbo n a  Islas Marianas 
Hu tuna  hao 

Y a  un d i a  b a i  hu hanao 
Bai hu f a t t u  ha t a l o  
T i s i n a  hao hu dingngo 
0 tan0  ho 
Mil beses  yan mas 
Hu sa luda  hao 
Gatbo na  Islas Marianas 
Hu tan0  hao 

Delegate  J o s e  R. Cruz: We have j u s t  sung o u r  Nat iona l  Anthem of t h e  g r e a t  Northern 
Marianas. A t  t h i s  time, I would l i k e  t o  ded ica t e  a song t o  our  f u t u r e  np t ion ,  t h e  
United S t a t e s  of America. I w i l l  s i n g  "God Bless  America." I f  anybody wants 
t o  j o i n  me, p l e a s e  do so.  (The song was 'sung i n  unison.)  

P re s iden t  Guerrero: This  is a very  s p e c i a l  day and t h i s  shows t h e  s p i r i t  and 
harmony p re sen t .  I hope t h i s  w i l l  cont inue  and t h e  C o n v a n t i o n w i l l  proceed wi th  i t s  
t a s k s  and t h a t  we w i l l  f i n i s h  by our  50th Day. 

(14) ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Chairman Benigno F i t i a l :  The Committee on Finance, Local  Government and Other 
Matters w i l l  meet immediately fo l lowing  t h i s  s e s s i o n  r i g h t  he re .  3 



C O W N T I O ? '  ? W h L  -- 28tlr Day 
November Ir ;  1976 

Chairman Jose  P. Mafnas: Since we have solved our most troublesome problem, 
t h e  C o m i t t e e  on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s  w i l l  t ake  a vaca t ion  today. 

P re s iden t  Guerrero: I would l i k e  t o  announce,the o f f i c e r s  of t h e  Convention c.rould -- 
l i k e  t o  schedule t h e  p u b l i c  hea r ings  i n  Rota and Tin ian  on Wednesday, and i f  
p o s s i b l e  we would l i k e  t o  conduct t h e  p u b l i c  hear ings  i n  Saipan on Wednesday 
and Thursday. I urge t h e  Committee Chairmen and each Committee Member t o  be 
prepared  f o r  t hese  important  p u b l i c  hear ings .  

The Committee o r  Organizat ion and Procedures w i l - 1  meet immediately 
fo l lowing  t h i s  s e s s i o n  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  P re s iden t .  This  meeting inc ludes  
t h e  o f f i c e r s  of  t h e  Convention. 

Delegate  Jose  R. Cruz: Could t h e  C o m i t t e e  Chairmen p l e a s e  announce which 
members of t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  Committees w i l l  be  going t o  Rota and Tin ian  
and a t t e n d i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  hea r ings  i n  Saipan? 

Committee on Pe r sona l  Rights  and Natura l  Resources 

Rota: Delegates  Manuel Tenorio and F e l i p e  A t a l i g  
Tinian:  Delegates  ~ d s e  Borja  and Juan S. Demapan 

(Legal Consul tant  t o  Rota: Deanne Seimer) 

Committ.ee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s :  

Rot i :  Delegates  Joaquin Torres  and Herman Guerrero 
Tinian:  Delegates  Olyrnpio T. Borja  and J o s e  R. Cruz 

(Other Committee Members w i l l  a t t e n d  Saipan hea r ings )  

Committee on Finance, Local  Government and Other Mat te rs  

Rota: Delegates  Esteven King and Luis  Benavente 
Tin ian :  Delega tes  Juan Tenorio and Benigno F i t i a l  
Saipan: Delegates  Oscar Rasa and {esus Villagomez 

(Other Committee Members w i l l  a t t e n d  Saipan hea r ings )  
t 

Chairman F e l i p e  Ata l ig :  I announced e a r l i e r  t h a t  Delegate  Ramon Villabomez 
would be  going t o  Tin ian ,  b u t  a t  h i s  r eques t  t o  remain i n  Saipan. Delegate  
Jose  Borja  w i l l  b e  going t o  T in i an  i n  h i s  p l ace .  

Delegate  Pedro Dela Cruz: - Is i t  a l r i g h t  i f  a Delegate  from.Rota o r  Tin ian  wishes 
t o  fo l low t h e  team? Can we go a long  i f  we pay our  own way? 

. . . 

Pres iden t  Guerrero: Yes, any Delegates  who wishes t o  go a long ,  may. But I 
do sugges t  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  one Delegate  from Rota and T in i an  be  p re sen t  a t  
t h e  Saipan hea r ings .  

F loor  Leader Rasa: I move t h a t  t h e  Convention r e c e s s  u n t i l  2:00 p.m. tomorrow. 

The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

The Convention recessed  a t  10:52 a.m. 

Respec t fu l ly  submit ted,  

&&&!?! Pedro M. A t a l i g  

Convention Sec re t a ry  


