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(1) The C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention of  t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  w a s  c a l l e d  
t o  o r d e r  a t  2:06 p.m. 

The Honorable Lorenzo I. Guer re ro ,  P r e s i d e n t ,  p r e s i d e d .  

(2) A moment of s i l e n t  p r a y e r  was observed.  

(3) The Convention ~ e c r e i a r y  c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l .  There  were 37 Delega tes  p r e s e n t .  
De lega te  Manuel P. Tenorio  and Juan  DLG. Demapan were excused.  No Delega tes  
were absen t .  A quorum was p r e s e n t .  

F l o o r  Leader Rasa: I move t h a t  t hose  De l ega t e s  n o t  i n  a t t endance  be  excused.  

The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

(4)  ADOPTION OF THE JOURNAL 

F l o o r  Leader  Rasa: I move f o r  adop t i on  of  t h e  Summary J o u r n a l s  o f  t h e  27 th  - 
and 28th Days. 

The motion was seconded and Carrie$. 

(6) COPDIITTEE REPORTS - None 

(7) INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING OF COMPIITTFl;; RECOMEENDATIONS - None 

(8) SECOND AND FINAL' READING OF PROPOSALS - None 

(9) INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS - None 

(10) UNFINISIIED BUSINESS - None 

(11) SPECIN, ORDERS OF THE DAY 

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero:  I would l i k e  t o  a s k  t h e  Convention S e c r e t a r y  t o  p l a c e  a l l  
pending Reso lu t i ons  under  S p e c i a l  O r d e r s o f t h e  Day f o r  t h e  nex t  d a y ' s  sess i .on .  

. (12) GENERAL ORDERS OF THE DAY - None 

- 
(13) MISCELLANEOUS 

Delepa te  Benigno R.  F i t i a l :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  a l l  of t h e  De l ega t e s  t o  t h i s ,  Conven- 
t i o n  can t a k e  p r i d e  i n  our  d e c i s i o n s  o f  t h e  las t  few days .  I would l i k e  t o  p o i n t  
o u t  a major  concern t h a t  1 have. The geo 'graphical  m i n o r i t y  o f  o u r  people ,  
through t h e i r  De l ega t e s ,  ha s  expressed  t h e i r  concerns  t h o u g h t f u l l y  and per- 
s u a s i v e l y .  The Convention responded by approvii lg t h e  Recommendation of t h e  
P r e s i d e n t ' s  S p e c i a l  Cormnittee. Sa ipan  j o i n e d  w i t h  t h e  o u t e r  i s l a n d s  ic 
gua ran t ee ing  Rota and 'l 'inian, a ~ l d  h o p e f u l l y ,  t h e  Northern I s l a n d s ,  substan-  
t i a l  p r o t e c t  i o n s  u ~ l d e r  t h e  new Commonwealth goverument . To make t h a t  gua ran t ee ,  
t h e  Sa ipan  Delegaticjn made s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n c e s s i o l ~ s  t o  our  c o l l e a g u e s  from o t h e r  
i s l a n d s .  I was p l ea sed  t o  suppo r t  t h e  S p e c i a l  Committee 's  compromise, because 
as a member o f  a m i n o r i t y  myse l f ,  I unders tand  t11c concerns.  o f  t h o s e  who f e a r  
t h e  exce s se s  o f  a m a j o r i t y .  Y 
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I t  i s  f o r  my millority -- t h e  4,000 Ca ro l in i ans  i n  the  Northcrn Plariana 
I s l a n d s  -- t h a t  I speak today. For too long,  we !lave been vi.ctimizcd hy 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  -- i.n j obs ,  and especially i n  cducn t ioa ,  and i n  acccs s  t o  
p o s i t i o n s  of governmental power. J u s t  a s  , t h e r e  can be 110 p l ace  f o r  regi.onn1 
prcjudicc:; i n  t h e  new Co~nn~onwealil~, t . l~e b r u t - a l i t y  of r t h n i c  discr i rn- i i i r \ r~on 
must cease .  By degrading our  Ca ro l in i an  connrun-lty, t h e  111ajority has  a l s o  
depr ived  t h e  Northern l i a r ianas  of t h e  t a l e n t s  of 4,000 of i t s  'niost p roduct ive  
and c r e a t i v e  people .  The new Commonwealth w i l l  be unable t o  a f f o r d  t h i s  
un th inking  was te .  

I, t h e r e f o r e ,  c a l l  upon my f e l l o w  Delegates  t o  extend t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of 
t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  t o  t h e i r  Ca ro l in i an  b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s .  I n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e ,  
I w i l l  o f f e r  s e v e r a l  amendments t b  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n s  t h a t  we have 
t e n t a t i v e l y  adopted i n  p r i n c i p l e .  These amendments w i l l  be designed t o  a s s u r e  
C a r o l i n i a n s  of  d i g n i t y ,  equa l  oppor tun i ty ,  and c u l t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y  a s  we t a k e  
our  p l ace  i n  t h e  new Conunonwealth of t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s .  I urge 
today,  a s  I s h a l l  urge i n  t h e  remaining days of t h e  Convention, we purge our- 
s e l v e s  of t h e  e t h n i c  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  t h a t  ha s  t a i n t e d  o u r  p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l ,  and 
economic a f f a i r s .  Thank you. 

(Delegate Juan DLG. Dbmapan e n t e r e d  t h e  Convention H a l l . )  

Delegate  Pedro Ogo: I would l i lce t o  comment on t h e  Sec t ions  on Pe r sona l  R igh t s  
i n  t h e  p re l imina ry  d r a f t  of t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  It seems t o  be worded i n  a  r a t h e r  
nega t ive  manner. Could we change t h i s  so  t h a t  t h e  wording would be  more p o s i t i v e ?  
There seems t o  be a  l o t  o f  "nos" i n  t h e  B i l l  o f  Rights .  

Consul tant  Deanne Seimer: I understand t h a t  concern,  Delegate  060. The 
reason  most of t hose  a r e  phased a s  "no," i s  b e c a u s e t l l e y  a r e  l i a t a t i o n s  a s  t o  
what t h e  government can do wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  pe r sona l  l i b e r t i e s .  So they  
a r e  s ay ing  "no" t o  t h e  government; t h e  governlncnt cannot do t h a t .  Other than  
what is  provided i n  . t he  B i l l  o f  R igh t s ,  t h e  government can  do anyth ing .  That i s  
why i t  does n o t  have. t o b e p h r a s e d  p o s i t i v e l y .  There may be  some room i n  t h e  - 
d r a f t i n g  when w e  go back over  and make changes s imply f o r  s t y l e  wi thout  changing 
t h e  meaning. We may be a b l e  t o  a c c o ~ ~ n d d a t e  t h a t .  

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero:  I have some n ~ i s c e l l a u e o u s  Lueillesa LO announce and T w i . 1 1  
r ead  a s  fo l lows:  

The co i l su l t an t s  have prepared a  p re l imina ry  d r a f t  of t he  Schedule on 
T r a n s i t i o n a l  Mat te rs ,  wllich i s  needed t o  ensurc  t h e  o r d e r l y  t r a n s i t i o n  from 
t h e  T rus t  T e r r i t o r y  Govern~uent t o  t h a t  of t h e  new Commonwealth of t h e  Northern 
Mariana I s l a n d s .  The Schedule w i l l  be  a t t a c h e d  t o  our  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and w i l l  
be apprcved by t h e  v o t e r s  a t  t h e  t ime t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  is r a t i f i e d .  It has  
t h e  same f o r c e  a s  a s t a t u t e  passed by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

The d r a f t  schedule  has  n i n e  s e c t i o n s .  Sec t ions  one through seven,  
which I a s s i g n  now t o  t h e  Committee on Finance,  Local  Government and Other 
Matters, p e r t a i n  t o  t h e  c o n t i n u i t y  of our  c u r r e n t  laws, government en~ployment 
and o p e r a t i o n s ,  and j u d i c i a l  and l e g i s l a t i v e  m a t t e r s ;  c i t i z e n s h i p ;  and e l e c t i o n s .  
Sec t ions  e i g h t  and n i n e ,  which I a s s i g n  now t o  t h e  Committee on Governmental 
I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  d e a l  wi th  e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t s  and commencement of terms of o f f i c e  
of Commonwealth o f f i c i a l s .  

I urge t h e  Committees t o  meet and cons ider  t h e s e  t r a n s i t i o n a l  mat teks  
a s  promptly a s  p o s s i b l e  and t o  r e p o r t  back t o  t h e  Convention. 

Delega te  J o s e  R. Cruz: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I j u s t  want t o  a sk ,  now t h a t  we h i v e  
a  d r a f t  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  can w e  g ive  cop ie s  t o  our  c o n s t i t u e n t s  t o  be  used 
dur ing  t h e  p u b l i c  hea r ings?  Do we have a  s u f f i c i e n t  number of cop ie s?  

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero: A s  d i s cus sed  yes t e rday ,  c o p i e s  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  
T in ian  and Rota. There w i l l  b e  100 cop ie s  avi.al.able f o r  ' l ' inian and 100 cop ie s  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  Rota. The remaining 300- t o  400 cop ie s  w i l l  be  f o r  Saipnn. 
However, cop ie s  w i l l  monitored t t~ rough  my o f f i c e  t o  he lp  e l i m i n a t e  unnecessary 
c o s t .  

Delegate  J o s e  R.  Cruz: Who has  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of b r ing ing  t h e ~ e  100 c o p i e s  
t o  T in i an?  
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Pres ident  Gucrrero: I have delegarcd t h a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  Secrerary  of 
t he  Convention t o  'mke those  a v a i l a b l e  a s  soon a s  they a r e  ready . 
Delegate Jose  R.  Cruz: Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  i f  ~ t l i c r e  i s  no s u b s t a n t i v e  conunittee 
chairman ass igned t o  a t t e n d  the Tin ian  p u l ~ l i c  hea r ing ,  can Delegate Olyuipio 
T. Borja  be des ignated  t o  c h a i r  t h e  hear ing?  

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero: Wc have delegatcd a ' l l  t h e  r e p o w i b i l i t i e s  t o  t h e  Vice 
P r e s i d e n t s  f o r  each munic ipa l i ty .  I have de legated  t h a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  
t h e  Second Vice P res iden t  irom ~ i n i a n ,  ~ e l c ~ a t e  Viccnte Manglona. 

Chairman Fe l ipe  AtalipL: I ques t ipn  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of pass ing  ou t  coptes  of 
the' d r a f t  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  The reason I s t a t e  t h i s  is I am s u r e  t h e r e  w i l l  be 
some changes made, t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  e l i m i y a t e  t h i s  expense, i t  would be wiser  
no t  t o  pass  a l l  those  copies  ou t .  

P res iden t  Gucrrero: The consensus of t h e  Convention i s  t h a t  t h e  copies  
a r e  necessary  f o r  t he  pub l i c  t o  review i n  o rde r  t o  t ake  p a r t  i n  t h e  pub l i c  
hear ings .  I th ink  t h e  purpose of t h e  pub l i c  hea r ings ,  i s  not  only t o  dissemi- 
n a t e  what we have accompl,ished i n  t h i s  Convention and t o  p resen t  a  product 
of our  accompliseruent, b u t ,  a l s o ,  t o  e n t e r t a i n  t h e  views of t h e  people.  

Floor  Leader Rasa: I rece ived  s e v e r a l  r eques t s  from s t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  
Un ive r s i ty  of Guam, Guam high  scllool s t u d e n t s  and o t h e r  c i t i z e n s  of 
t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  who w i l l  be e l i g i b l e  t o  vo te  i n  Conmonwealth 
e l e c t i o n s ,  bu t  who r e s i d e  i n  Guam, f o r  a  p u b l i c  hear ing  on Guam. I t h i n k  
t h e r e  is  a  need t o  send some Delegates  t o  Guam f o r  a  pub l i c  hear ing .  Those 
who a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  should g e t  t oge the r  a f t e r  t h i s  s e s s i o n  t o  d i s c u s s  how 
t h i s  t r i p  w i l l  be f inanced .  l 'hese people i n  Guam a r e  very  i n t e r e s t e d  
and f i n a n c i a l  problems of t h e  Convention should not  be  a  d e t e r r e n t .  

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero: We w i l l  t ake  no te  of t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of pub l i c  hear ings  
on Guam and poss ib ly  we can send s i x  people t o  nccomodate t h i s  r eques t  of 
t h e  concerned people i n  Guam. It i s  +very important  f o r  them t o  know 
what i s  going on. We w i l l  check i n t o  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  arrangements.  

Delegate Jose  R. Cruz: I want t o  r e g i s t e r  some concern t h a t  t h e  Off ick  of 
T r a n s i t i o n a l  S tud ie s  i s b e i n g  s o  s t i n g y  about t h e  c o s t  of t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
Convention. We a r e  . t a l k i n g  about $1.5 m i l l i o n  f o r  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Government, 
and I s t r o n g l y  r e s e n t  t h i s  kind of a t t i t u d e .  A 1 1  t h e  hopes of t h e  Of f i ce  of  . 
T r a n s i t i o n  a r e  wor th l e s s  without  t h i s  Cons t i tu t ion .  

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero: Po in t  of o rde r .  I want t o  remind t h e  members of t h e  
Convention t h a t  they formed a  Pre-Convention Committee, and t h e  Pre-Convention 
Committee should lobk a t  a l l  t h e s e  problems t h a t  we have today. 

Delegate Jose  R. Cruz: Many recommendationsmadcby t h e  Pre-Convention Committee 
were n o t  c a r r i e d  out  by t h e  Of f i ce  of T rans i t i on  S tud ie s  and Planning. That is 
why I am saying  t h i s .  

Chairman Jose  P. Fiafnas: The Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s  w i l l  have 
a  b r i e f  meeting immediately fo l lowing t h i s  s e s s ion .  

Chairman F e l i p e  Ata l ig :  A t  t h i s  t ime,  I would l i k e  t h e  house t o  recognize thep resence  
of t h e  newly e l e c t e d  Senator  from t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  Pa r ty ,  t h e  Honorable Porman 
Tenorio. 

Chairman Benigno F i t i a l :  I would l i k e  t o  a sk  a l l  t h e  members o f t h e  Committee 
on Finance,  Local Government and Other Plat ters  t o  meet w i th  Consultant  
Howard Mantel immediately fol lowing t h i s  s e s s i o n  t o  d j scuss  very  b r i e f l y  
what w e  a r e  going t o  do on t h e  t r a n s i t i o n a l  ma t t e r s .  

Delegate H i l a r i o  Diaz: Since our  Conunittee on Personal  Rights  and Natura l  
Resources i s  no t  having a  meeting today, may we a t t e n d  t h e  meetings of t he  
o t h e r  two Committees? . . * 
Prcs iden t  Guerrero: A l l  Delegates  have t h e  p r i v i l e g e  of a t t e n d i n g  any s u b s t a n t i v e  
conuuittee meeting. 



F l o o r  Leader  Rasa: I move f o r  t h e  Convent ion t o  r e c e s s  u n t i l  9 : 0 0  a . m .  tomorrow. 

The motion w a s  seconded and  c a r r i e d .  

The Convent ion r e c e s s e d  a t  2: 32 p.m. 

' R e s p e c t f u l l y .  s u b m i t t e d ,  

Pedro  M. A t a l i g  I 

Convent ion S e c r e t a r y  


