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Kovcnibcr l G ,  1370 

, . 
'f]!c. llonorab 1.e Lorenzo I.  ~ d e r r e r o  
p r e s iden t  
~ o ~ t h c r n  I h r i z n a s  Coils t i t u t i o n n l  Convc!nt:ion 
c / o  Saipnn  I n t e r - C o n t i n e n t a l  I nn  
~ S a i p a n ,  Mariana I s l a n d s  96950 

Dear Fir. l ' r e s i d e n t  : 

As a c i t i z e n  o'f t h e  Nort l lcrn  Mar ianas ,  I am most p l e a s e d  thzt .  
t11c C o n s t i t u t i . o n a 1  Co i r~en t i o i l ,  a n d c r  pour  a b l c  l e a d e l - s h i p ,  a p p e a r s  
t o  have ovcrcorne n?any i Z  n o t  a l l  t h e  p r o l ~ l c n s  wj . t I i  1:lii ch i t  -.'as 
init ia1.l .y con f ron t ed  and i s  no:.? headed to~:.nrtls s u c c e s s f u l  cornple- 
t i o n  of  i t s  h i s t o r i c  t a s k  of  d l - n f t i n g  a c o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  o u r  i s l a n d s .  

The Convent i o n  shou ld  e s ] ) r . c i n l l y  b e  corrnentlcd f o r  reco::nizing 
and app l :ec ia t ing  conce rns  o f  o u r  fellor.7 c i t i z e n s  i n  Kota and T i ~ i a n .  
Cy p r o i ~ i d i n g  f o r  t h e i r  e q u a l  r e p r c s e n t a t - i o n  i n  t h e  c .o i ; rn~n\~ca l th  1egj.s-  
l a t u r e  and pe1mitt.j.n:: tl-iem adccjuate c r :ecu t ive  con t ro l .  ove:: the- i r  
in1:o:nal a f f a i r s  t h e  con\7cntioii h a s ,  I ai!l conf i .den t ,  i l l su red  har:::cnious 
re1.ationship.s asong  o u r  peop l e ,  b u t  i rnpor tz r l t ly  h a s  gua ran t eed  1.11~1- 
never  a g a i n  w i l l  o u r  f e l l o w  b r c t l i r e n  and sj-sto-s i n  t h e s e  t\\.o is! nnds 
be s ~ b j c c t  t o  negl.c.ct by t h e  go\.~erilr:ic~t i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

t 

k ~ r  tD t b ~ ~  s F ~ r ~ ~  9f accorn-nc7-+-:n.. ......- d,. ,...-,, ,,,, y , \ -  ,Lbc;:n4 Zlc;; 3: s p c c i z f .  
c:ollcc..rns and i n t e r e s t s  b y  t h e  co i i s t j  t:llt-ional con \?cn t ion  ti?af 1 Am 

I ~ c r i t i n f :  t o  you and t l le  honol-nb1.e n e r h e r s  of t h e  con\:cntj.on t o  conc;li.- 
I d c r  tlic unicjuc s i t1 ;c l t ion of  t.!ie C a r o l i n i z n  conl-TUI-1:it.y. I f  I c m  n o t  

~ n i s t a l ~ c n ,  t h e r e  i s  no prcjvisj-on i n  t l ~ e  c 6 n s t i t u t i o n ,  a s  tei;tet:i\:el;~ 
approved, t h a t  i n s u r e s  f a i r  r ep l -esen ta  t i o n  of  t h e  C.21-olinizn co : i~ :u~~i . tp  
i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  colnnlensurnte w i t h  i t s  numc:l-ic;?l. PI-oport j .cn  t o  t l ie  
el l t i l-e p o p u l a t i o n ;  n e i t h e r  i s  t h e r e  any p r o v i s i o : ~  t h a t  gua rz l i t e e s  t l l r i t  - 
t h e  C a r o l i n i a n  s h a r e  a d e q u a t e l y  i n  t h e  o :ecu t i .ve  p0wc.r of  t h c  govern- 
ment. . .. - .- 

W i i l e  t l i e  proposed c o n s t i t u t i o n  p r o l i i b i t s ,  i n  t l i e  l anguage  i t : s e l f  
and by i r c p l i c n t i o n ,  d i s c r i m i n ~ 1 : i o n  a g a i n s t  any  pe r son  on account: of 
r a c e ,  c o l o r  and al;cc:stry, d iscr imii ;c l t ion a g a i n s t  t l ~ e  Carolinj.,?,n i:ii.rto~-ity 
can c o n t i n u e ,  as today ,  t o  e x i s t  because  t h e r e  i s  no o f f i c e  i n  t h e  
e x e c u t i v e  b r znch  t h a t  i s  charged  w i t 1 1  t11e f u n c t i o n  and rcspons i ' c . i l i t j .  
of  i n su r j -ng  t h a t  t l ie  Carol . in izn rni.11c)rit-.y i s  rrccordcd slil:iilar j.f n o t  
e q u a l  p ~ : i v i l c g e s  ant1 o p p o r t u n i t i e s  p rov ided  t o  t11c r i i a jo r i ty  populat - ion 
by the governnent  . 

It  nay be  a rgued  t h a t  t h e  Caro l in ic in  m i n o r i t y  can  finc! l e g a l  
avc-nues i n  t h e  U.S. C o l l s t i t u t i o n ,  f e d e r a l  s t a t l i t - c s  end i n  t i l e  Eil.4. of 
R igh t s  i n  the. proposed c o n s t i t u t i o n  w i t h  vliicli t o  1)romofc. nr;d p r o t e c t  ' 
i ts  i n t e z c s t s .  , T11i.s ;:lap b e  t r u e  i n  tlleol-y b u t  i n  n,any i n s t a n c e s  t h ?  
law i s  over1oo~;ed  2 n d  i n  so!-.ie c a s e s  i s  dcl . iberatc- . ly  n o t  e i l f o r c ~ d  t.:hc:l 
i t  i.s . not. . p o l r i t i c a l l y  e;.:pcdicnt-. o r  a g s i n s t  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of  t l i s s c  who 
a r e  c11arl:ed ~ ; . i t h  e n f o r c i n g  i t .  , . 



It m y  b e  o f  i n t e r e s :  t o  you t o  knov t h a t  t h e  US D i s t r i c t  i n  
/Jal,aan r e c e n t l y  abol is l lec l  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  govesnncn t  i n  ? . lob i l e ,  Alabans  
b e c a u s e  i t  d i d  n c t  p r o v i d e  f o r  a d e q u a t e  r e p l - c s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  b l a c k  
m i n o r i t y  i n  t h a t  c o c ~ i u n i t y  . The cour t .  F u r t l i e s  o r d e r e d  t h e  Plobi lc  
co;m:lunity t o  cor.1~ up wit11 a goverill:ient:nl .syst.cn which g i v c s  t h e  b l a c k s  
e q u i t a b l e  s a y  i n  t h e  gover1m:ent. 

1 

T h i s  is  t h e  f i i - s t  oppor tu : l i ty  t h a t  we h a \ ~ c  i n  f a s h i o n i n g  o u r  
systcm of  g o v c ~ - n r x n t  t h a t  c a n  b e  f a i r  2;ld r c p ~ : c s e n t a t i v ?  o f  oul- u n i q u e  
c i rcu~! l s tn i l ces .  I f  we recognized and accor,i!i!odatcd soine of t h e s e  u n i q u e  . 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  bcrt i g n o r e d  o t l l e r s  i n  t h i s  b a s i c  doc lment  now, we 
r.!ould Ic:ave open t h e  F u t u r e  t o  p o s s i b l e  i n t e r f e r e n c e  l ) j 7  t h e  F c d c r a l  
~o\7erni!icnt t o  s e t  t h i n g s  r i g l ~ t ,  a p r o s p e c t  t h a t  I t l l i n k  none  z?io!lg u s  
k!ould l i k e  t o  s e e .  

I a m ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  r e s p e c t f u l l y  1 -equcs t i~ :g  t h a t  t h e  c o n - s t i t u t i o n a . 1  
coi lvent ion c o ~ l s i . d e r  t h e  s p e c i a l  s i t u z t i o i i  o f  t l ~ c  Caroljn:i.an coci;:lunj.ty 
a i d  .i.nsure t h a t  t11c.y a r e  r c p r c s r ~ n t c c l  f a i r l y  i n  t h e  l e g i s l - a t u r e  2nd 
t h a t  t h e y  hnvc a n  o f f i c e  :in t h e  executi7,7c b s a n c l ~  t h a t  pro:11otCs a ~ l d  
p r o t c ' c t s  t h e i r  3 . 1 l t e r c s f s  al-ld i n s u r e s  t l la f  t:hey a r e  gi.\rcn a cha:ice t o  
equal. oppor tur?- i . t ies  i n  j o b s  and  'b thcs  p r o G r a ~ n s  p rov ide t l  by t h e  ~ o \ ~ c r n -  
ment a n d  t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r .  . 

? 

S i n c e r c l - y  , 

, 
F e l i c i d a d  T. Ogunoro 

cc:  U n i t e d  C a r o l i n i a n  ~ s s o c i a t - i b n ,  S a i p a n  


