
The members of the Northern Marianas PopuZar Party are instrwnental through- 

out the Zast two decades i n  their ,pursui t  for a close poli t ical  r ek t i onsh ip  
, 

' wtth the united Stutes of  Amerim. The concept of  a close union with the 

United States involved f i r s t  with the re-integration with our brothers and 

s i s ters  i n  Guam. This appeared a t  the time t o  be the most feasible and rea t i s t i c  

i n  v i a  of our proximity and that of  our culturat and other simi2arities. t# 

.Thr~t(gh pubtic referenda and adoption of other o f f i c i a l  ZegisZative pe t i t i&s  

and resolutiona, the Popular Party membership were successful i n  l e t t ing  the 

United Stutes, the United Nations and the entire wortd knm of our intention, 
b 

our hope and desires for a c h s e  poli t icat  a f f i l i a t i o n  with the United States. 

Locally, we knm that the majority of our people were s~mpirthetic and cognizarzt 

of  t h i s  dream and desire. Titere were others both tocally and i n  Gum who were 
... , 

not f i l l y  knmledgable of the concept o f  reintegration. As a resul t ,  an 
C 

5 i-de??t?-PC': p7.ebCsm:ts on the re<ntsgrati-on i.s-cue he72 {y 1969 ~3 r 6,. gcz rJefnrrte.5, 
w 

The final outcome of months o f  research, consultation, studies by local leaders 

resulted i n  a proposal for Conononwealth eovemment for the Northern Id&-. 

The Poputar Party membership f e l t  t h i s  t o  be ideal,  practical and feasiabte. - . 
Furthemore, Chat it f i t l y  accomodates our people's desire for a closer t i e  

with the United. States and s t i l l  provides. for some degreee of 'option i n  the 
;~,ed: 

event changes : i n  the future are d e s k d .  I t  i s  then that the concept of a 

~omno&edtth status i s  boned and vigourously pursued. The i n i t i a l  important 

s tep was the creation of the Mz.rianas Poli t ical  Status Conmission t o  negotiate 

the p l i t i c a l  aspirutions of our people. The Status Agreement, a poduct  o f  

years o f  negotiations, subsequently was approved ovemhehingly i n  a d i s t r i c t  
#' 

wide plebiscite held i n  1975 throughout the Northern IdarYiam Islands &t not.. 

d t h o u t  strong opposit-ion. f ie  Covenant was then the subject- of carefi t  r e v i m s  
. . 

by the United States Congress and once a g d n  it withstooda well-organized 



opposition. The AMnistrat ion furtltcr revieoed the document und subsep~n t l y  

Besident ~ e r a d  R. h d  sig?ed the Covenant on March 24, 1976. The current 

' Northern ~arianui Constitutionul Convention i s  another importunt step toward 
'q 

completing and achieving the dream and aspLrution so long desired by o m  people 

i n  the ful f i l tnent  o f  their  political destiny. . U n t i l -  rww, there remdns 

opposition to the Cqvenant and the Conanonwealth status. The opposition, however, 
4 

-have not been able to come up with & equivalent or better.  political a l t e k t i v e  

except t o  confuse the issue, create suspicion and f inally maintain the status 

The PopGZar Party which represents the major-&& common people continues 
* %  

t o  pursue vigorously th i s  objective, and with- increasing popular support and 
- .  

approval from the population. The progress o f  the current -CoitstitutionaZ Conven- 

t ion Qnd subsequent accomplishment i s  consistent mith the aspirations, desire, 

hope and dream o f  the majority o$ the people of the Northern M d a n u  1s2&ds. 
C t 

gze d&Zcgctcs of the Poplar Pcrty w b  cozstCtute the m?:nority, hcme tS.cd t~ 
? 

maintain so far cm equilibrium and are attempting to safeguard the interest ,  

desire and hope of the majority of t h e  people. The ~ o n s t i k t i o m l  Convention 
I 

i s  far from cok le t ion ,  but we are satisf ied and happy with the progress so f m  

mad&. We c&t, howelrer, sny tho; we are happy about the o f f i c ia l s  of the 

Con-Con and the. way the majority manipulate the convention to ensure dominance. 

I t  i s  obvious from the beginning that there i s  an attempt by the majority to 

u t i l i z e  Dhe convention toward advancing individml  and Territorial Party delegates 

political aspirations and further to protect specif ic .- minority interests  and not 
--d 

that of the majority'of - the people of the Northern ~ d a n a s .  Frhr the outset 

.it oas obvious that delegates o f  the majority Pczrty i n  the convention.. (From Saipcr 

nkde of fers  to Tinian and Rota delegates far beyond their means 6 deliver; This 
3 

i s  ob~~ious  i n  thut they were able 'a t  every level to elect  TerAtoriaZs and with 

no reg&d to cap&ltity and abilities of'delegates from-the minority group. Th& 



even amended m a q  provisions of the rules of procedures to sat is fy  their 

objective. As the convention progresses it became increasingly clear that 

: she Saipan majbrity ~ e r r i t o k a ~  Party delegates will not be able to accomodate 

or comply with their previously made co;rrrmitment to the satisfaction of Rota 

and finian delegations.. We can see and feet the disappointment, irritations, 

it not the frustrations, not to  mention breach of faith. Fortunately, Rota . 
and fin- delegatio& are men of haor, flerible, hardmrking and persist&t. 

The interesting aspect of the convention na, i s  that there continues t o  exist 

power ptays, the arrogance .among the majority Saipan delegates and an attempt 

to turn the convention into a political arenu for the advancement of thciir am 

seJfish personal anbition. Hopefully, the majority Terri t~P&zl  delegates d l 2  

tMke up and face the fact that m they are representatives of a l l  the people 

and not just for a few selected persons. I t  shouM be noted that the f&l 
C 

result. of tlris constitutional conhntion wil l  s t i l t  have to  be approved b y '  
t * 

t he - four ths  of al l  the delegates and thereafter the people. I t  will be most 

unfortunate, sad, and a waste of t k e ,  money d energy i f  the constitution 

i s  not approved &e to the shortsightedness and selfishness of some of thk 
, 

delegates. Let us hope and pray that the nrinds and hearts o f ' a l l  the delegates 

be enlightened lJith heavenly guidance and  no^-partisan, non-personal interests 

so that a decent, equitable and practical constitution will emerge for' benefit 
I 

of a t  our people i n  the mcmy years t o  come. . \- 

President jack . 



PREAMBLE 

We t h e  people of the  Northern Mariana I s l ands  ordain and 

e s t a b l i s h  t h i s  Cons t i tu t ion  t o  s e r v e  a s  the  fundamental law f o r  our 

Commonwealth. A s  we e s t a b l i s h  a government i n  p o l i t i c a l  union with . 
t h e  United S t a t e s ,  we r e a f f i r m  our r e s p e c t  f o r  the Cons t i tu t ion  of the  

United S t a t e s  of America. We recognize the  d u t i e s  and ob i iga t ions  of 
I 

self-government a s  w e l l  a s  its p r i v i l e g e s  and oppor tun i t i e s .  We 

d e s i r e  t o  preserve  and enhance our personal  l i b e r t y  and s o c i a l  e q u a l i t y ,  

our Chamorro and Carolinan c u l t u r e ,  our land and i ts resources ,  and - 

our Northern Marianas h e r i t a g e  and t r a d i t i o n s  . W e  implore the  b l e s s i n g s  

of Almighty God as w e  s t r i ~ e  i n  u n i t y  t o  achieve these  objec t ives  and 

t o  uphold t h e  d i g n i t y  and promise of our i s l a n d  Commonwealth. 



PREAMBLE 

, 
We the peoptle of the Northern Mariana Islands,  grateful  t o  

Almighty God for our freedom, ordain and es tab l i sh  t h i s  Constitution 

as  the embodiment of our traditions and hopes for  our Commonwealth i n  

p o l i t i c a l  union with the United States  of America. 
1 
I 



PREAMBLE 

We the people of the Northern Mariana Islands grateful  to 

god f o r  our is lands and proud i n  uniting to form our own government 

that can preserve 6ur past  and open the road t o  our future,  ordain 

and e s t a b l i s h  t h i s  Constitution for  our Commonwealth. 


