
The P u b l i c  Hearing reconvened a t  2:07 p.m. 

The IIoriorable Franc isco  T. PalaCios  cha i r ed  t h e  Hearing. 

F i r s t  w i t n e s s  cqas M r .  Manuel T. Sablan.  

Quest ion 140. 1: S e c t i o n s  2  and 3  of  A r t i c l e  I1 of  t h e  d r a f t  c o n s t i t u t i o n  
s t a t e d  t h e  age r e q u i r e d  t o  b e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  candidacy f o r  bo th  Houses of t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e .  I would li lce t o  be  en l ightened  w i t h  r ega rd  t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  
of  age  requi rements  f o r  bo th  Houses. 

Quest ion No. 2: S e c t i o n  1 3  of  A r t i c l e  I1 ( L e g i s l a t i v e  Immunity) of t h i s  
d r a f t  s t a t e s  " . . .no  member of  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  be s u b j e c t  t o  a r r e s t  
w5 i l e  going t o  o r  coming from a  uieeting of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  o r  a  committee." 

Quest ion No. 3: Sec t ion  9 ,  subsec t ion  (d)  of  A r t i c l e  111 s t a t e s  "The governor 
s h a l l  have t h e  power t o  g r a n t  r e p r i e v e s ,  c o m u t a t i o n s  and pardons a f t e r  
conv ic t ion  f o r  a l l  o f f e n s e s  a f t e r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  a board of paro le . . . " .  
That  is t h e  meaning of  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n ?  Can t h e  governor pardon a  person  
wi thou t  t h e  approval  of  t h e  board o r  i s  i t  an  independent  d e c i s i c n  upon 
each o t h e r ?  Can i t  be  c l a r i f i e d  f u r t h e r ?  

Quest ion No. 4: S e c t i o n  12 ,  A r t i c l e  I. What i s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h i s  
s e c t i o n  and S e c t i ~ n  5 of  t h e  same A r t i c l e ,  Due P roces s?  * 
Quest ion-No.  5 :  S e c t i o n  7  of  A r t i c l e  I, A v a i l a b i l i t y  of  a  Militia. Can t h i s  . . 
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pa ra -mi l i t a ry .  

Quest ion No. 6: Sec t ion  4 of  A r t i c l e  I ,  s u b s e c t i o n  (j) - Criminal  P rosecu t ions .  
Can t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  be c l a r i f i e d  f u r t h e r ?  

M r .  Sablan then  o f f e r e d  comments w i t h  r ega rd  t o  S e c t i o n  11 of A r t i c l e  I11 - 
Attorney  General.  He d i s a g r e e s  w i t h  t h e  ph rase  " . . .and s h a l l  s e r v e  a s  
c h i e f  law enforcement o f f i c e r  w i t h  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  p r o s e c u t i n g  v i o l a t i o n s  
of  Com~onwealth law." He s u g g e s t s  t h a t  lawyers  be al lowed t o  p r a c t i c e  and 
t h e  p o l i c e  en fo rce  t h e  law. He po in t ed  o u t  t h a t  t h e  Attorney General  would 
b e  i n  an  awkward p o s i t i o n  because t h e r e  w i l l  be t i n e s  when he  w i l l  be  c a l l e d  
upon as a w i t n e s s  i n  c o u r t  which i s  u n e t h i c a l  as f a r  as c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  i s  
concerned. He a l s o  po in t ed  o u t  t h a t  a t  t h e  TT Headquar te rs ,  they  a r e  i n  t h e  
p roces s  of  e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  Department under t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
of t h e  At torney  Genera l ,  and l e a v e  i t  under t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t h e  High 
Commissioner; t h e  new Attorney General  f o r  t h e  TTgGovernment a g r e e s  w i t h  
t h e  concept .  

Second w i t n e s s  - M r .  Ned A r r i o l a ,  Marianas High School s t u d e n t .  

Quest ion No. 1: S e c t i o n  1, s u b s e c t i o n  ( a )  of  A r t i c l e  XV - Educat ion . '  I f i~a t  i s  
t h e  meaning of compulsory and p u b l i c  e lementary and secondary educa t ion .  Can 
t h i s  be exp la ined  i n  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l ?  

Quest ion No. 2 :  What is t h e  meaning o f  h ighe r  e d u c a ~ i o n ?  High school  o r  
post-secondary h igh  schoo i?  Is s p e c i a l  educa t ion  a l s o  inc luded  i n  t5is s e c t i o n ?  
It would be b e t t e r  t o  s p e c i f y  each c l e z r l y  i n  t h e s e  s u ~ s e c t i o n s .  

Quest ion No. . X V I I I ,  S e c t i o n  1 - Oath of  O f f i c e .  What j.s t h e  nea11ir.g of t h i s  
s e c t i o n ?  Is e17eryone, even a  j a n i t o r  who i s  an en?loyee or' t h e  goverlisent,  
r e q u i r e d  t c  take  t h i s  o a t h ?  v 

Third  !*.i m e s s  was Senz. t o r  I l e r ~ a n  R. Guerrero . -- 
Quest icn IJ3. 1: Sec t ion  4 ,  subsection (e )  of X r t i c l s  I, "XO perscn  s h z l l  be 
p u t  twice  i n  jeo;larcly f o r  t h e  ssme o f f e n s e " ,  can i t  be e:c??.ai.;led f u r t h e r ?  I 
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would l i k e  t o  be en l ightened  f u r t h e r  on t h i s  p r o v i s i o n .  

Quest ion No. 2 :  Sec t ion  7  o f  A r t i c l e  I - A v a i l a b i l i t y  of 2 M i l i t i a .  I am 
confused t h i s  p r o v i s i o n ,  can I be en l ightened  f u r t h e r ?  

Quest ion No. 3: Sec t ion  12 of  t h e  same A r t i c l e  - Pr ivacy .  Can someone 
d e f i n e  t h e  word "compelling", i t  i s  much t o  g e n e r a l .  

Quest ion No. 4: S e c t i o n  2 of A r t i c l e  11. The composi t ion of t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  
body h e r e  i n  t h e  Marianas i s  f a r  t oo  h igh  compared t o  t h e  popu la t ion .  I 
s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  number of members r e q u i r e d  t o  f i l l  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e a t s  be  
reduced t o  r ead  6  members f o r  t h e  Senate ,  2  each from Rota, T in i an  and Saipan,  
and t h e  House of  Represen ta t ives  be reduced t o  1 6  members, a l though 1 6  members 
i s  s t i l l  l a r g e  f o r  t h e  popu la t ion  of t h e  Marianas.  

With r ega rd  t o  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  f o r  e i t h e r  House of  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  no th ing  i n  
t h a t  s e c t i o n  s t a t e s  t h a t  a  person  who i s  s e r v i n g  a  major s en tence  o r  anyth ing  
i n  t h a t  l i n e  is n o t  e l i g i b l e  t o  run.  This  w i l l  enab le  t hose  persons  t o  run  
f o r  t h e  congres s iona l  s e a t .  Can we be  more s p e c i f i c ?  

Quest ion No. 5: With r ega rd  t o  t h e  age  requi rement  t o  run f o r  e i t h e r  s e a t  of 
t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  I recornend t h a t  f o r  b o t h  Houses, t h e  age  of 25 b e  s e t  a s  
a  q u a l i f y i n g  age  t o  run  f o r  e i t h e r  s e a t .  A t  t h i s  age ,  a  person  i s  more mature 
and capab le  t o  run  a s  a  cand ida t e  f o r  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  

Quest ion No. 6: Sec t ion  3 ,  s u b s e c t i o n  ( c )  of  ~ r t i c l e  11 s t a t e s -  i n  p a r t  I t . .  .and 
Saipan s h a l l  be  d iv ided  i n t o  s i x  (6)  e l e c t o r a l  d i s t r i c t s . .  . I 1 .  I would 
recommend t h a t  t h i s  f i g u r e  be reduced t o  e i t h e r  3  o r  4  e l e c t o r a l  d i s t r i c t s ,  
2nd a t  t h e  s ane  t i n e ,  we must b e a r  i n  mind t h a t  t h e  m i n o r i t y  groups have t o  
be  accorpmodated i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  

* 
Question.No. 7: S e c t i o n  11 of A r t i c l e  11, L e g i s l a t i v e  Compensaticn. I f e e l  
t h t s  is s u f f i c i e n t  a t  t h i s  t ime f o r  a  l e g i s l a t o r ' s  s a l a r y ,  a l i i ~ u u ~ i ~  i l l i s  
m o u n t  is inadequate  f o r  a  congressman's compensation. This  compens'ation 
w i l l  n o t  a t t r a c t  q u a l i f i e d  and a b l e  c i t i z e n s  of t h e  Marianas t o  run  f o r  a  
congres s iona l  s e a t .  Redccing t h i s  sa la - ry  f u r t h e r ,  would be worse. It w i l l  
on ly  a t t r a c t  'businessmen who may be  in t e re s t e ' d  i n  a  congres s iona l  s e a t ,  t o  
e n a c t  l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  own i n t e r e s t s .  We n u s t  b e a r  i n  mind t h a t  a t  
l e a s t  1 / 4  o r  1 / 3  of a  l e g i s l a t o r ' s  compensation r e t u r n s  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  i n  t h e  f o r n  
of  dona t ions ,  campaign expenses o r  p u b l i c  p r e s s u r e ,  e t c ,  

A- s h o r t  r e c e s s  was d e c l a r e d  a t  3:20 p.m., s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  c a l l  o f  t h e  Chai r .  

The Hearing reconvened a t  3:30 p.m. 

M r . , J o e , S c r e e n ,  Chairman o f  t h e  Committee on Governmental R e l a t i o n s  from t h e  
Saipan Chamber of  Commerce, was t h e  n e x t  w i tnes s .  A w r i t t e n  test imony of t h e  
Chamber's p o s i t i o n  w i t h  r ega rd  t o  t h e  d r a f t  c o n s t i t u t i o n  was submi t ted .  (See 
a t t a c h e d )  . 
The Hearing r eces sed  a t  4:10 p.m., t o  reconvene a t  7:00 p.m. 

The Hearing reconvened a t  7:30 p.m. No w i t n e s s  o r  w i t n e s s e s  appear  t o  
t e s t i f y ,  t h e  Hearing r eces sed  a t  7:35 p.m., t o  reconvene a t  9:30 a .m. ,  
Thursday, November 18 ,  1976. 

Franc isco  T. P a l a c i o s  
Chairman, Saipan P u b l i c  Fea r ing  


