
The C! . l an~%er  of C ;ommerce  \ \?ishes t o  thank  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  h e r e  

as~cmblcci  f ~ r  t ! ~ c  opportu;.,ityeto c s p r c s s  o u r  s a t i s f a c t j o n  wi th  y o u r  l a b o r s  

a n d  at the  s a m e  t i m e  e x p r e s s  o u r  c o n c e r n s  wi th  v a r i o u s  s e c t i o n s  of t h e  

d r a f t  const i tut ion.  O u r  C o m m i t t e e  on G o v e r n m e n t a l  R e l a t i o n s  h a s  h a d  on!y 

36 total h o u r s  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  document  on which m a n y  have  l a b o r c d  t h e  past  
4 

f o u r  w e e k s  and \ire w i s h  t o  r e s e r v e  t h e  r igh t  t o  o f fe r  o u r  v iews  in wr i t ing .  

t ime  pe rmi t t ing ,  in add i t ion  t o  o:lr public t c s t i ~ n o n y  h e r e  today.  

T h e  C l ~ a m b e r  of C o l n m e r c e  is v e r y  c o n c e r n e d  about  t h e  s l . ~ o r t  t i m e  

s l x n  al lot ted t o  t h e  de ' l ega tcs  of t h i s  Const i tu t io i ia l  C o l ~ v e n t i o n  t o  conlp1ct.e 

tllc Constitution f o r  t h e  N o r t h e r n  M z r i a n a s  G o v e r n m e n t .  It  i s  better, by f z r ,  

to  take the  ti-me no\ir a n d  not  havc r q g r z t s  l a t e r .  T h e  C h a m b e r  i s  a l s o  v e r y  

Rcta and ? ' i ~ ~ i a n  o.n t h c  o t h e r .  ?'];is d r a f t  consi- i tueio~l  l-cgrc.ttal>ly d isf lay ,s  t.:,;is 

~ I i c l ~ o t o ~ n y  t o  t h e  d e t r i m e n t  of a l l  t h e  pcople  o f  t h e  M a r i z n a s .  

Th-c 'Legis'lation establishing t h i s  col:\~ention w a s  e>rt,re~ne!y deficient: 

i n  providing t h a t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of ort!y 13% of t h e  popu'lation couid and 

olviously d id  f o r c e  a t  I c z ~ s t  a d r a f t  cons t i tu t ion  througl-1 f i r s t  r e a d i n g  t h a t  

aLsolutely c f f c c t i v c l y  c!cpvives p.n o \ r e r \ \ f l ~ c ' ! ~ - : ~ i ~ ~ g  r n a j c ~ r l t ) ~  of t h e  populat ion 

s imple  col~s t i tu ' i ional  r i g h t s  t o  even a m e n d  t h a t  d o c u n ~ e n t .  

Vbre havc a s s ~ i n c d  t h a t  si17ce t h i s  d r a f t  cons t i tu t ion  has: b c c n  ,yi\ren 
f o r  p u r p o s e s  of public tcst imoriy 

p ~ ? b l i c  e x p o s c r e /  a n d  s i n c e  only t l i r c e  \r;ccks I -e inain  of y:?ur a l lo t t cd  t i m e ,  

. , , . . . I  . . -  
L : r L L  S:;~:I::: \i:e not c o n c e r n  CJU rzc',\ies sonlc-,\that \vith ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ a n t i c s ,  s e r i o ~ s  

. . .. . . 
e r r o r s  o r  o n l i s s i o n s  \r.ill o c c u r  i l i  t h i s  h i s t o ~ i c  docun-lznt.  Sonlc  of o11.r 

rcconlmcnclnti:~!ls &rc v e r y  s p e c i f i c ,  o t h e r s  ~ s l :  t h a t  tlle dc:lcgatc.s c.or:sitlcr 

v 
O!IY o b s e r \ ~ ; i t i c n s  seriously \v i ; : l~  n \ ~ i c - . ~ ~  t o i ~ , ' ~ r d  ~ L T L I C : ~ C ? ~ I I ~  ~ ! I C  Z C C ? ~ O : I . F  COIF.- 





AI'\TICLE I. G c n c r a l .  

n'o\\ . l lcre in  t h e  d r a f t  c u n s t i t u t i o n  i s  a p r o \ - i s i o n  coml i~! . ,n !y  Iino\\*ll n s  

, u g r ; ~ n d l ; t t h c r  c l a u s e "  t o  p r o t e c t  p e r s o n a l  r i g h t s  i n  l o n g  t e r m  l c a s e s  al r c a d y  

I ,, , ~ i s t c n c e  o r  c o r p o r a t e  c h a r t e r s a n d  t h e  l i k e ,  t h a t  c a m e  i n t o  b e i n g  a p p r o v c d  

by e i t h e r  t h e  H i g h  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o r  t h e  R e s i d e n t  C o m m i s s i o n e r .  W e  b e l i e v e  

i \ Icre  should  be s u c h  a c l a u s e  i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  

S e c t i o n  3.  

We b e l i e v e  s u b s e c t i o n s  (b)  a n d  ( c )  shou ' ld  be d e l e t e d  i n  t h a t  t h e  b a s i c  

p a r a g r a p h  o n  " S e a r c h  p n d  S e i z u r e "  t o  be all e n c o m p a s s i n g  a n d  r e a l l y  g i v u  

b roade r  r i g h t s  t o  t h e  people ,given t h e  h u g h  b o d y  of l a w  p r o t e c t i n g  p e r s o n s  

~ n d c r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  t h c  U. S. C o n s t i t u t i o n .  

I S e c t i o n  7. 

I We s t r o n g l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  l a w s  c u r r e n t l y  i n  f o r c e  b a n n i n g  h a n d  g u n s  

I 
slrould b e  r e t a i n e d  a n d  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  of t h e  d r a f t  c o n s t i t u t i o n  shoulcl  be c le le tcd  

I a s  comp ' le te ly  u n n e c e s s a r y .  T h c  U.t S. m i l i t a r y  wi ' l l  h a v e  t h e  responsibility . 

t o  proteci :  t h i s  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o m . m o n w c a l t h  i n  t e r m s  of emergency. 

S e c t i o n  12 .  

T h i s  p r o v i s i o n  s h o u l d  b e  d e ' l c t e d  a s  r e d u n d a n t .  A r t i c l e  I Sec t i o i l  3 
I 

I 
! c l e a r l y  p r o t e c t s  i n d i v i d u a l  p r i v a c y .  

T h e  C h a m b e r  b a s i c a l l y  i s  o p p o s e d  t o  a b i c a m e r a l  ' l e g i s l a t u r e  as 

u n n e c e s s a r i l y  expensive a n d  cli s p u t e  y o u r  c o n s u l t a n t s '  o b s e r v a t i o n  i n  f o o t n o t e  

50 in  t h e  B r i e f i n g  P a p e r s  o n  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  B r a n c h  o f  t h e  G o v c r n n l e n t  of t h e  

N o r t h e r n  h l r a r i ana s .  W e  b e l i c v e  t h e  b i c a m e r a l  l e g i s l a t u r e  p r o v i s i o n  of t h c  

J 

C o v e n a n t  cras i n s e r t e d  at t h e  e l e v e n t h  h o u r  t o  i n s u r e  s u p p o r t  of t h c  c o v e n a n t  

by T i n i a n  a n d  R o t a  a n d  c a n  f ind  n o  h i s t o r y  i n  t h e  n e g o t i a t i  o n s  suggesting t h a t  

T i n i a n  a n d  R o t a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  t h e  ~ o m ~ ~ ~ o n \ \ r e a l t h . L e g i s l a t u r e  were tc: be 

g iven  ~ c t o  po\Lfer o v e r  l e g i s l a t i o n  p r o p o s e d  by t h c  r e p r e s c n t a t i \ v e s  o f  the, 

o v c  r w h c l m i n g  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  . v o t e r s .  

S e c t i o n  1. I-egi s l a t i v c  Po \krc r .  -- 
I 

T h i s  s c c t i o n  s l l o i ~ l d  makc i t  pos:;li>lc t o  c l il~?inaf:cs m a n y  c)t h c r  scctic!ns, 



A l ~ ' I ' I C 1 ~ ~  11. 

Scctivn Z (a ) .  -- 

The Chamber of Conllncrcc i s  ~ c r y  di sturbcrl a t  the'  cornpostio~l of the 

S?n:ite. It i s  simply too la rge  in relation t o  our  a ~ ~ t i c i p a t e d  rc\7cnues, o u r -  , 

r - , ; > ~ i a t i o n  and our  geography. We strongly r e c o ~ n m e n d  that the Senate be 
0 

c ~ ~ ~ p o s c d  of s ix  ( 6 )  members  only and the . f igure  t\vo (2)  be substituted for  

t i , rcc ( 3 )  m e m b e r s  in this  section. 

Section 2  (b). 

Should our  General argument  not prevail  then we hope our  r ecom-  

mcndation of only two (2)  Senators will be adopted. ! 
Section 2 (c) .  

Vr'e believe that  following qualification should be adopted within th is  

- .  
Soct ion ,  

"No person who shall have been cxpelled f r o m  the  Legis la ture  

for giving o r  receiving a  br ihe o r  being an accesso ry  there to ,  and 
' 

of the co.mll~onwealth, the United Sta tes ,  o r  the laws of any s ta te  

of the United ~ t a t c s ,  sha'll s i t  in thc Legis la ture ,  unless  the person 

so  convicted shall  have been pardoned and have had his civil r ights  

r e s to red  to  him. 

Also add the  words "or domici'liary" a f t e r  the word resident  on line 3. 

Section 3 fa) .  

The Chamber of Cornrnerce i s  very  dis turbed at tile composition of 

the House of Representat ives.  It is sil-nply too 'Large in relation to o;r leg is -  

lative needs, ou r  anticipated revenues,  ou r  population and .our geogzaphy. 

]Ye s t r o ~ ~ g l y  recomlncnd a  House of Representat ives of seT,rentccn (17)  n l embers  
and tile is'lands north of Saipan 

with fourteen (14) m e m b e r s  f rom Saipan / , ,two ( 2 )  rnemhers  f rom Rota 

and  o,nc ( 1 )  m e m b e r  f r o m  Tinian. ll'e heart i ly  a g r e e  t o  t v ~ o  y e a r  t e r m s .  

The above di'stribution adequately csrnplies with illc ofic man-one vote r i l e  

r 
with each Eeprc t sc~~tn t ivc  h?-ving zbout 600 ~>opula t i r~n  to  rcprclcent. No 

incrcnsc shonld lje allo\vcd unless and u n i i  1 each rcl;rcsctntati\-e should Ilave 



Scc.tio:i 3 ( 1 ) ) .  -- 

T]lc salilc c,~;il ificstion a s  indictlted in Section 2 ( c )  above s!~ocic! bc 

, : ~ ; ; ~ d .  Also add the \\~c):'tls "or domiciliary" af ter  thc word residcnt  on line 

3.  

Section 4 (b). 

, 
The word "final" shou'ld be deleted in the  th i rd  linc f r o m  the bottom 

of Page 7. ' 

Section 5 (c) .  

We r e c o q m z n d  you substitute the  words "be enacted1'  for  

Ilbccorne law" in  the second line,  and strongly recommend you substitute 

tile word "members"  for the words "votes cas t "  in the th i rd  line. 

Section 7 (c ) .  

I 
T h e r e  i s  no distinction made here  a s  between Legis la tures .  W e  

1)clicve that a f te r  a  new legis la ture  has been elected ali  legislation previously 

en;ictcd and not signed into law should be cons idered  on'ly upon being reintro.- 
k 

drlccci. 
v 

Section 10. \7acaricies. 

]Ye believe special elections too cost ly in  such a  slnall a r e a  and 

Iclicve the Governor should be allowed the  prerogat ive to  appoint m e m b e r 5  

to f i l l  any vacancy in the  House and Senate. P e r s o n s  should be appointed . . 

frolm the constituency in which the  vacancy occur rcd  and no requi rement  

I should be made a s  to  next highest vote ge t te r  in the  l a s t  election. 

Section 11. 

We strongly believe that a  $12, 000  annual s a l a r y  i s  too expensive 

for our very  smal l  Common\vcalth especial ly in view of the very  lo\\? \\.ages 

earned by most  of our  people. We recommend a sa la ry  of $8, 000 annually 

\ ~ i t h  a  spccial allo\vance of an additional $2 ,  000 for the Speaker of the  I-louse.; .. 
. . . 

and Prcs idcnt  of t t ~ e  Senate. 

Section 12. - 
v We strongly support 1:hc provisions of th i s  section and suggcst the  

\\fortis "or cstablishcil 11y this  Constitution" addcc!. 

I - 3 -  



TI):. follo\\.ing w o r d s  s!lould bc nclclcd a t  t h e  end of t l ~ c  sentc l lcc :  

l .c.sccpt f o r  t r e a s o n ,  felony o r  b r e a c h  of t h e  peace .  I '  

\Ye s t r o n g l y  r e c o m m e n d  t h a t  t w o  ( 2 )  f o r t y - f i v e  ( 4 5 )  d a y  s e s s i o n s  

spaccd s ix  ( 6 )  m o n t h s  a p a r t  a r -e  a d e q u a t e  f o r  o u r  comknonwea l i i~ .  Any 

~ ~ ~ i s l a t u r e  t h a t  m c e t s  p e r p e t u a l l y  h a s  a t e n d e n c y  t o  t r y  t o  u s u r p  t h e  

p r c r o g a t i ~ e s  o f  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  B r a n c h .  

S e c t i o n  15 (b) .  - 

We b e l i e v e  t h e  s i z e  of t h e  1egis . la ture  sliould b e  s m a l l  a n d  p r o c e e d i n g s  

recorded in a d a i l y  journa ' l  a v a i l a b l e  e a c h  d a y  f r o m  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  f o r  t h e .  . 

p~.c:vious day .  C o m m i t t e e  r e p o r t s  should  be  in  w r i t i n g  a n d  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a l l  

mclnbcr s  b e f o r e  vo t ing  s t a r t s  on any  l e g i s l a t i o n .  C o ~ n p e t e n t -  ' l eg is la t ive  

c o ~ ~ n s e ' l ( s )  m u s t  b e  e m p l o y e d  a l o n g  with c o m p e t e n t  r e c o r d e r s  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  

the f.aslc of t h e  1 - e g i s l a t u r e  a s  r e q u i r e d  1)). t h e  Cons t i tu t ion .  In add i t ion ,  s i n c e  
t 

all d i s c o u r s e  f o r  t h e  puSlic r e c o r d  should  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  be  in t h e  E n g l i s h  

Language with i n t e r p r e t e r s  p rov ided  w h e r e  r e q u i r e d .  I t  i s  now t i m e  t o  ceas 'e  

I~idiug behind t h e  C h a m o r r o  l anguage .  

S e c t i o n  2. 

D e l e t e  t h e  w o r d  "and" bet\\leen r e s i d e n t  a n d  d o m i c i l i a r y  a n d  s u b s t i t c t e  - 

the w o r d  l1or1l.  A l s o  a d d  t h e  s a m e  qua l i f i ca t ion  as set f o r t h  in  c h a n g e s  

r e c o m m e n d e d . f o r  A r t i c l e  I, Sec t ion  2 ( c )  a b o v e  chang ing  t h e  w o r d s  " s i t  in 

the J . -egis la ture"  t h e r e i n  to :  "be e l e c t e d  G o v e r n o r 1 ' .  

S e c t i o n  8 (b). 

/f2=nh,&F 
YhTe s t r o n g l y  r e c o i l l ~ n e n d  t h a t  a l l  f o l l o \ \ ~ i i ~ g  t h e  \:rords Ita.bsent f r o m  ' .:. .- /' 

the Co~nmon\ \ rca l th .  b e  d e l e t e d .  T l l e s c  d e l e t i o n s  if al lo\ ifed t o  s t a n d  \:rr~uld 

bc a s e r i o u s  v i o l a t i o n  of t h c  s e p a r a t i o n  of p o w e r s .  T h e  wor t l ing  i s  not  ncedc:d 
3 

a n d  tl-1s: f\~ucLirill s e t  fo:-th i s  not  a p r o p e r  functior; o f  t h e  c o u r t .  



. . 

Scct ion  ?. C c n c r a l .  - 
T\,is s c c t i o ~ l  shoulc l  pro-:idc f o r  ;L d a t e  t h e  G c ~ v e r ~ l a r  I ? ; L : s ~  s~1L;ilii  

bl:dgct t o  t h e  L e g i s l n t u r c  and we recor l lmcnd not l a t c r  t h a n  J a n u a r y  31 

ci:ch y e a r .  F u r t h e r ,  a f i s c a l  y e a r  f o r  G o v e r n m e n t  f i s c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  should  

!,, f o r  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  a n d  w e  r e c o m m e n d  t h e  s a m e  f i s c a l  y e a r  u s e d  by 
, 

c,, U. S. G o v e r n m e n t  t o  c o i n c i d e  tvli'n t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  e x p e c t e d  f r o m  t h e  

u. S. C o n g r e s s  t o  s u p p o r t  o u r  G o v e r n m e n t .  

A R T I C L E  III. 
4 

Sec t ion  12. 

We s t r o n g l y  r e c o m n ~ e n d  t h e  u s e  of t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  Audi t  s t a f f  a n d  

outside CPA f i r m s  t o  a u d i t  g o v e r n m e n t  f i n a n c e s  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  bui ldup of 

a la rge  i n e f f i c i e n t  ! 'Pub l i c  A i ~ d i t o r ' s "  s t a f f .  We a l s o  r e c o m m e n d  t h a t  t h e  - .  

Constitution inc lude .  in t h e  P u b l i c  A u d i t o r ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  "audi t  of  

political subd iv i s ions  a n d  a n y  i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y  of t h e  Commonwca' l th.  

t 
Sec t ion  18. 

v I P r o v i d e  f o r  e x c e p t i o n  of  the  co l l ec t ion  of t a x e s  i m p o s e d  by t h e  

Legislature. 

A R T I C L E  IV. G e n e r a l .  

T h e  J u d i c i a l  B r a n c h  of  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  should  b e  p rov idcd  wi th  

separa te  b u d g e t a r y  a u t h o r i t y .  

Sec t ion  1. 

T h e  fo l lowing w o r d s  shou ld  b e  added  a f t e r  t h e  w o r d  "Is lands"  in  

line 3: . 
"which i s  independen t  o f  t h c  E x e c u t i v e  and  L e g i s l a t i v e  

# 

I B r a n c h e s  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  h e r e i n  e s t a b l i s h e d .  " 

We a r e  a w a r e  t h a t  J u s t i c e  H c f n e r  h a s  w r i t t e n  y o u r  c o n s u l t a n t s  h i s  

_ I .  

~ ~ i c n ~ s  on A r t i c l e  IV, J u d i c i a r y .  We are  p r o u d  t o  a s s o c i a t e  o u r s c l v c s  with 

his r c c o l ~ ~ m c n d a t i o n s .  



AIZT'ICI-E 1'. 

Section 3. 

Delctc 'last sentence and s~ lbs t i t a t c  language a s  set  forth in 

,,coll~n~cndation ' for  Art icle  I ,  Section 2 (c ) .  Also chanke thc word "andti  ' 

bc..wcen resident domiciliary to  the word "or" . Fur the r ,  a  c l e a r  line 

of aut!iority and r e ~ p o n s i b i ' l i t ~  must  bc pro\.-idcd to provide for a  c l e a r  

assessment of whcre and why Government is not working. 

Section 6. 

We recommend Governor be given power t o  appoint until next 
4 

general election. 

ARTICLE VI. 

Section 2. 

It would appear  that th i s  provision requ i rbs  a Mayor for  the  "Islands 

north of Sai pan". If such i s  the  c a s e  the Chamber believes it an unnecessary  

1iu;ury to have a Mayor for 130 population spread  over  t h r e e  islands. 
t 

Sectioz 2 (a). 
* 

We strongly rccommcnd that the qualification se t  fort11 i n  our  

recommendation a t  Art icle  I, Section 2 ( c )  be added here.  

Section 6 (a) .  

If th is  section means  that  the re  will be no municipal councilnlen 

and no village commiss ioners  we wholellearted'ly support th is  pro\lision of 

thc Constitution. 

ARTICLE VII. 

Section 1. . 
IY e strongly recornmend deleting the  words beginning \vith "is not 

I 

serving a  sentence" on line five th ru  the  words  "or l c s s w  on line seven and 

suI>stituting therefor  the follonfing: 
1 .  

"Nor should any man who Ilas been convicted oi: a felony be 

I : qualif ied t o  vote at an.y clcction un'less has had his civil rigllts . 

I . previously res tored  to  him o r  unless hc has lnaintainefl good 

behavior for five ( 5 )  y e a r s  fo'llo\~/ing the dat'c: of his  c~ti\riction o r  

Ilis rclcasct f r o m  prison wl~icl~c.-,.cl- is  tlrc 1ntc1-. 



AIZTICI-E 1);. Gencral.  

~ t :  is ob\.io;ls tliat thc t~umLcr  of sig~;atul.cs for Initist i \-e,  Rcfcrcncl~.:m 

;!l,d r\ccall i s  designecl to  give Rota and T i i ~ i a n  Islands a veto over  the vo te r s  

os  Saipall. M7hercas, only 5170 of t h e  vo te r s  a r e  nccded fo r  a Rcfercndum 

t o  a Law; a twvo-thirds vote i s  requi red  by the vc te r s  of the Common- 

\Galth to enact a law. This  i s  inco:;sistent and we believe 51% of the e lec tora te  

I s t l o ~ l d  be able to  approve an Initiative. 

We recommend any referendum,  r eca l l  o r  initiative requi rements  

utilize a 'percentage  of fhe  vo tc r s  voting in the  l a s t  genera l  election ra the r  

than  a percentage of those I1qualified.to vote" o r  a percentage of those  r eg i s t e red  

t o  vote in the 'last general  election. 

I 

ARTICLE X. 
- .  

Section 4. 

The  Chamber i s  strongly opposed t o  giving any Com~non\x~ealth 

t 
illstrumentality the  right t o  i ssue  bonds o r  o ther  long t e r m  public indebtednes s 

J 

instruments io r  purposes o i  meeting opera t ing  expenses.  This  sektion of the  

Constitution impl ies  that th is  would be- authorized for agencies  of the  

Colnmonwealth where  repayment i s  sole'ly f r o m  the revenues accruing to  the  

agency concerned. We recognize that  shor t  t e r m  debt (30-60 days)  may 

sonlctinles be requi red  t o  mee t  operat ing expenses;  however long t e r m  debt 

should be authorized on'ly the m o r e  expensive fixed public iknpro\lements. 

ARTICLE XI. 

Section 5 (c) .  

The Chamber believes th i s  provision much too re s t r i c t ive  and would . # 

estop any potential l a rge  investor  frot-11 being in teres ted  in the Northern 

A/!a1.ianas. This  provision i s  a  v e r y  se r ious  impediment  to  econonlic 

dcveloplnent i n  the Common\vealth and sl.lould be deleted in i t s  entirety.  

Section 5 (d) .  

This  section would appear  t o  be i n  conflict wi th  thc ~ o \ r c n a n t  writ11 

regard t o  c o ~ n m i t t e d  a r e a s  to  be l eased  to  thc U .  S. Governlncnt. 



~ c c t i c l n  0 (a). - 

i~~~pctx-tial if i t  n l s o  h a d  t o  csc rc i sc  s c l ~ ~ n v a l  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  t h o s c  i t  

,ppointc:d. X" r c c o n ~ r n c n d  t h a t  t h e  t h r e e  ( 3 )  t r u s t e e s  b e  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  

~ p \ r c r r i o r  a n d  h a v e  t h e  C o m m o n w e a l t t i  t r i a l  c o u r t  in  a p o s i t i o n  t o  be i m p a r t i a l  

in case  r e m o v a l  ac t i 'on  i s  c o n t e s t c d .  

S e c t i o n  2. R e s t r i c t i o n s  a n d  A j i e n a t i o n  c;f L a n d .  ' 

a 

. . 
~ - i t ~ . @ s e - b y ~ ~ ~ i t ~ ~ e =  - shall -----__ n o t  b e  c o n  s i d  er ed  

S e c t i o n  2 a l s o  r e s t r i c t s  Sect ior!  4. -It t e n d s  t o  d j s c r i l n i n a t e  

aga ins t  f u t u r e  c i t i z e n s  of t h e  N o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a s ,  inc ' lud ing  t h o s e  w h o s e  

a n c e s t r y  w e r e  o n c e  ful ' l -blooded N o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a s  d e s c e n t .  
C 

I t , i s  r e c o m l n e n d e d  t h a t  t h c  o n e - q u a r t e r  b'lood l i n e  he d e l e t e d ,  
? 

The t o p  l i n e  o f  P a g e  44 ,  beg inn ing  w i t h  t h e  worci "and w a s  a c i t i z e n  

of t he  T r u s t  T e r r i t o r y  of t h e  P a c i f i c  1 ~ l a n c i s ' ~ r i . o r  t o  t h e  t e r n ~ i n a t i o n  of t h e  ' 

T r u s t e e s h i p  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  C o m m o n \ v c a l t h .  " 

It i s  r e c o ~ i i m e n d e d  t h a t  t h i s  b e  d e l e t e d  s i n c e  i t  t e n d s  t o  b a r  f u l l  

blooded C h a m o r r o s  a n d  C a r o l i n i a n s  who  w e r e  b o r n  a n d  d b m i c i l e d  in t h e  

in t h e  Norther.11 h 4 a r i a n a s  p r i o r  t o  1950 a n d  w h o  h a v e  s i n c e  t a k e n  u p  

A m e r i c a n  c i t i z e n s h i p .  

An  e s p r e s s i o n  o f  c o n c e r n  i s  m a d e  on  t h e  51% r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  . 
i n v e s t m e n t  in t h e  K o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a s  b y  o u t s i d e  c a p i t a l .  T h i s  m a t t e r  s h o u l d  



- 
.. . 

A I I T I C L E  XIlI.  

S e c t i o n  3. --- 

The C l i a m b e r  s t rong . ly  r e c o l n m c n d s  t h c  d c l c t i o n  of t ! l is  c n t i r e  Scc t ion .  

~ ~ , ~ r e t a r i a l  0 r d e ' r  2969 a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  t r a n s f e r  of pub'l ic land t o  t h e  T r u s t  

Tc l - r i to ry  D i s t r i c t s  had  a "hold h a r ~ n ' l e s s  c l a u s e "  p r o t e c t i ~ ~ g  t h e  l o c a l i t i e s  

. 
f i o rx  c l a i m s  f o r  past t r a n s a c t i o n s  w h e r e  t h e  U. S. Gove  r n r n e n t  zr:d/or t h e  

T r u s t  T e r r i t o r y  was a p a r t y  t o  t h e  t r a n s a c t i o n .  T o  o p e n  t h i s  p a n d o r a t s  b o s  

a t  t h i s  t i m e  at t h e  e x p e n s e  of t h e  C o n l r n o n w e a l t h  t r e a s u r y  c o u l d  b e  d i s a s t r o u s  

to  o u r  s o l v e n c y  a n d  no\ n e e d e d  in  v i e w  of t h e  a b o v e .  

A R T I C L E  XV. 

' T h e  C h a m b e r  i s  p l e a s e d  t h a t  E d u c a t i o n  i s  p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n  t h e  

Const i tut ion.  W e  s t r o n g l y  f a v o r  ful l  f u n d i n g  of a n  e l e m e n t a r y  a n d  s e c o ~ d a l - ) r  
- .  

scl~oo'l  s y s t e m  c a p a b l e  of U. S. s t a n d a r d  a c c r e d i t a t i o n .  

A R T I C L E  XVIII. C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  A m e n d m e n t .  
t 

?he C h a l f i x r  l > e l i c v e s  t h a t  in a c i e r n o c r a t i c  i o r n l  or' G o v e r n m e n t .  i%'% 
I 

of t he  v o t e r s  s h o u l d  b e  able t o  w o r k  t l i e i r  w i l l  i n  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c h a n g e s .  

Shonld t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of R o t a  and T i n i a n  r e p r e s c n t i r l g  on'ly 12. 670 of 

the popu'lation st t h e  l a s t  c e n s u s  d e c i d e  t o  t h w a r t  t h e  ' d e s i r c s  of t h e  m a j o r i t y  

87.40/0, t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  p r o v i d e s  t h e n 1  t h e  l e g a l  m e a n s  t o  d o  s o .  

4 



1,) c ~ ~ l c l u s i o n ,  n ~ : : i  \!.c asail1 rcco;:~iizc tllc n ~ o ~ l r ~ r n c ~ ~ t - i i  I t;:sk t h c  

.-,,!,lc Dclc.gat.cs t o  t h i s  Constittrtio:1a! lia\.c: n ~ l c l c ~ l - t a l : ~ ~ ~  ant1 ~. 

,,..:;,lishcd , .. i n  a s h o r t  f o u r  \\reeks. TIlc A i c n ~ b c r s  o f  t h c  C h a n ~ b c r  of 

,.-.:ic.cc ..' and t h i s  comn- l i t tee  \\rho a l s o  w o r k e d  h a r d  t o  p r o v i d e  y o u  wi th  

.. ,.,,,iugful input  a r e  hope fu l  t h a t  o u r  r e c o ~ n r n e n d a t i o n s  m a d e  h c r e  t o d a y  

. .: rnssibly a u g m e n t e d  l a t e r  w i l l  b e  g iven  y o u r  v e r y  s e r i o u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  . .. 

. - .  you c o m p l e t e  t h e  f ina l  d r a f t .  W e  w i s h  y o u  G o d s p e e d .  

Commi t - t ee  o n  G o v e r n m e n t a l  R e l a t i o n s  
4 

S a i p a n  C h a m b e r  of C o m m e r c e  

J. F. S c r e e n ,  C h a i r m a n  
D. M. Sab'lan 
H. Bowie  
M. L e w i s  
W. H e s t o n  
J. R. S a b l a n  
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