
GOVERNECNT OF THE l<C)RTHERM tQ,RIA;JA I S L L N D S  
OFFIClE  O F  TILE WSIDEEJT COl?MISSLGNER 

/ 

SAIPAN , MARIANA I S L A N D S  96950 
, . .  

CABLE ADDRESS 
RESCOM PARIANAS . 

I 

November 18 ,  1976 

Lorenzo I .  Guerrero,  P res iden t  
Northern Ehrianas C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convent i o n  
Saipan ,  Ilrrriana I s1  ands 96350 

Dear ?1r. Guerrero: 

Mr. Conception i s  p r e s e n t l y  i n  t h e  :>lainland and will not  r e t u r n  u n t i l  
next  week. Therefore ,  as Acting D i r e c t o r ,  I Ilave d iscussed  t h e  d r a f t  
Const i tut j .on with my s t a f f  and o f f e r  t h e  fol lowing conments. 

1. Sec t ion  11- In  l i g h t  of t h e  d i r e  budgetary needs of edu- 
c a t i o n  i n  t h e  t h e  spending o f  S470,000 i n  sclla- 
r i c s  f o r  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  pass  laws f o r  ap;woxi:nateJ y 14,009 
pecp le  scs:cs higf i .  Currently t!:is dcpart;;cl;t czz SI:!)' 

expend about SG.00 p e r  s t u d e n t  p e r  yea r  f o r  inst l .uct iona1 
and g e r ~ e r n l  s u p l ~ l i e s .  The 1 e g i s l a t o r s  sx l - a r i e s  shoi\. tliey 
r e c e i v e  $33.50 p e r  c o n s t i t u e n t .  Are t h e  legislators t h a t  
much more important  than our  ch i ld ren?  

.2. S e c t i o n  13- The d q ~ a r t m e n t  suppor t s  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  The school  .- 
board members might a l s o  be e l e c t e d  a l thcugh whe the r , e l ec t cd  - 
o r  appoin ted ,  t h e  rnain th ing  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  shoultl be a  school 

. . boa1-d. . .- 

I n  most.  p l a c e s ,  t h e  schoo'l boa/rd has t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of 
h i r i n g  personnel .  l fopeful ly,  a d e c e n t r a l i z e d  personnel  system 
w i l l  a l low f o r  t h a t  op t ion  h e r c  i n  t h e  Northern :.larianns. 

3. A r t i c l e  X V ,  S e c t i o n  1 l'hc Convention and blarianas l e g i s l a t o r s  
should be awarc I l la t  somcone c!ust pay f o r  t l f r c c t l  educat ion.  I f  
colni~ulsory school a t  tendance is  requ i red  idli l e  fundj.ng. .provided 
i s  i n ~ d e q u a t c  f c r  t h e  needs o f .  a l l  s t u d e n t s ,  it i s  l i k e  
p u t t i n g  sor::e of  ou r  young pcoplc i n  p r i s o n .  'Shcy a r c  forced  t o  
a t t e n d  an  i n s t i t u t i o n  \ihich docs' no th in?  f o r  thein, \:he]: t h c y  
might be bene f i t ed  more, by o ther ,  outsidc-the-sci iool  exper iences .  
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Evidcnce o f  t h i s  i s  obvious i n  ninny schoo l s  i n  t h e  United 
S t a t c s  where r i a t s  aild s t u d e n t  u n r e s t  ]lave e rup ted .  

> 

4. The major d i f f i c u l t y  w i t h i n  t h e  educa t ion  system i s  t e a c h e r s  
w i th  poor p r e p a r a t i o n  foi- Czaclling . \Shill c t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
may no t  be t h e  p rope r  d o c ~ m e n t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  p o l i c y  con- 
c e r n i n g  mj,nim~in t e a c h e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  t h e  up-grading o f  
t e a c h e r s  i s  t o p  p r i o r i t y  f o r  improvement of  t h e  o v e r a l l  so -  
c i e t y  of  r h c  h'orthern Gar ianas .  

Thank you f o r  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  comicnt on t h c  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  \!hen 
Mr. Concepcion ret.ulsns, he  may wish t o  add h i s  own comnents. 

S i n c e r e l y  


