
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 
of t h e  

NORTlIERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

Thir ty-Fourth Day 
Saturday,  November 20, 1976 

(1) The C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention of  t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  was c a l l e d  
t o  o r d e r  a t  9:25 a.m. .. 

The Honorable Lorenzo I. Guerrero,  P r e s i d e n t ,  p r e s ided .  

(2) A moment of s i l e n t  p raye r  was observed.  

(3) The Acting Convention Sec re t a ry  c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l .  T h e r e ~ w e r e  29 Delegates  
p r e s e n t .  Delega tes  David A t n l i g ,  F e l i p e  A t a l i g ,  Pedro A t a l i g ,  Luis  Benavente, 
Olympio T. Borja ,  Benigno F i t i a l ,  Henry Hofschneider ,  Oscar C. Rasa, Manuel A. 
Tenor io  and Ramon G. Villagomez were excused. No Delega tes  were absen t .  A 
quorum was p re sen t .  

(4.) ADOPTION OF THE JOURNAL 

Ac t ing  F loo r  Leader Joaquin  Torres:  I move t h a t  t h e  Summary J o u r n a l . o f  t h e  33rd 
Day be  adopted by t h e  Convention. 

The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero: A s  reques ted  yes t e rday ,  every  Delegate  has  been given e copy ---- 
of  t h e  l e t t e r  t o  Ms.  Deanne C. Seimer irom Judge Robert A. Hefner,  dated Novcn~bur !I, 
1976. I do no t  s e e  any need t o  read  t h i s  l e t t e r  i n t o  t h e  record  a s  you a l l  hnvc! 
a copy. 

(6) COPNITTEE REPORTS 

Ac t ing  Chairman Pedro Deln Cruz: The Comnittcc on Finance, Local  Government 
and Other  Mattes is happy t o  submit ou r  r c p o r t  r ega rd ing ,  "Schedule : T r a n s i t  i u i ~ r ~ l  

Matters," Sec t ions  1 throuy,h 8, I would l i l c c ?  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r c  two 
changes.  On Sec t ion  6 ,  "Contintii ty of Cor11o1-ritions and Licenses ,"  wa oddcd 
t h a t  professional lice::scs, s11cl1 11s 111t! t1ort:or.s and n u r s e s ,  i n  t he  Northcl-n 
Mariana I s l a n d s  on t h e  e f f v c t i v c  dntl .  of t l ~ c l  C o n s t i t u t i o n  s h a l l  cont inue  i n  
e f f e c t  u n t i l  o therwise  prov.ldct1 1,y I r l \ ~  l ,~ -ov l~ lod ,  however, t h a t  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  
l i c e n s e  may n o t  be l i m i t c d ,  anv!ndr!d o r  rc!volct!cl except  f o r  cause.  Your CommitLcr! 
on Finance ,  Local  Government rind 0rhc.r M l ~ t t c * r r ~  w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  f u r t l ~ c r  
a f t e r  t h i s  s e s s ion ,  s o  t h a t  wc cnn C ~ I I I ~ ~  \I], w l t.11 t l le s p e c i f i c  language on how 
we c a n  p r o t e c t  t h e  d o c t o r s  nnd tl~c! nurrict;. 

Also ,  we have one o t h e r  chnnly r c ~ n r d l m ) :  " ~ l e c , t $ o n  Procedures .  " Accordin); 
t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  " ~ c h e d u l e , "  t h e  Resident  ~omin i s s ione r  s h a l l  have t h e  power t o  
set t h e  e l e c t i o n  d a t e  and e s t a b l i s h  r c g i ~ t r a t i o n  and e l e c t i o n  procedures .  Wc 
are changing t h i s  t o  g i v e  t h e  power t o  t l ~ c  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  
t o  c r e a t  a  an  E l e c t i o n  Cormnission t o  monitor  and p r e s c r i b e  e l e c t i o n s  and r e g i s t r i l t j o n .  



( 7 )  I N 1  RODUCTION AND FIRST READING OF CO!C.lITTEE RECOEE.lENDATIONS - None 

(8) SECOND AND FINAL R E A D I N G  OF PROPOSALS - None 

(9) INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS - None 

(10) UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None 

(11) SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY 

P res iden t  Guerrero:  A s  shown on ou r  Order of Business ,  we have cons ide ra t ion  
of  t h e  d r a f t ,  "Schedule : T r a n s i t i o n a l  Mat te rs  , I 1  f o r  F i r s t  Reading. 

Delegate  Pedro Dela Cruz: - I move t h a t  t h e  Convention adopt  t h e  "Schedule: 
T r a n s i t i o n a l  Mat te rs , "  on F i r s t  Reading. 

Delegate  David Mara t i t a :  Would i t  be  i n  o r d e r  f o r  t h e  Convention t o  r e s o l v e  
i n s e l f  i n t o  t h e  Comnittee of t h e  Whole f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  "Schedule." 

Chairnlan 'Juan DLG. Dcnopan: I move t h a t  t h e  Convention r e s o l v e  i t s e l f  i n t o  
t h e  Commiitee of t h e  \Thole t o  cons ider  "Schedule: T r a n s i t i o n a l  P la t te rs , "  
exc luding  Sec t ion  6 , 9 a n d  10 ,  which have no t  been r epor t ed  o u t  by t h e  sub- 
s t a n t i v e  committees. I 

I 

The motion w a s  seconded and c a r r i e d .  

P r e s i d e n t  Gucrrero: To Chair  t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole f o r  today,  I would 
l i k e  t o  c a l l  on Delegate  Juan  DLG. Damapan. 

The Convention r e so lved  I n t o  t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole a t  9:37 a .m .  

The Convention reconvened i n  P lenary  Sess ion  a t  11:04 a . m .  

Chainnnn .luan DLG. D l a n :  The Committee of t h e  Whole is  happy t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  ------ 
t h e  "Scl~~cl \~l .c!  : ~ r n n s i t z a l  Ma t t e r s ,  " was adopted, exc luding  Sec t ions  6 ,  9 and 
10 ,  oil l ? l . r l r  t Itcuding unaniuously . 
llel(*):nl(- Vlt*1111lo Attno: I would l i k e  t h e  r eco rd  t o  show t h a t  t h e  adoption 
WOB n o t  I I I I ~ I I I ~ I I I I I ~ S .  

Prcr;id(!nl 1 1 1 1 1 9 1  I c ~ :  The record  w i l l  show t h a t  i t  was a r o l l  c a l l  vo t e .  . ---- 

_Del~+gntc. I l  llrrl 1 1 1  - Dlifz: -- I move t h a t  t h e  "Schedule: T r a n s i t i o n a l  Mat te rs , "  be 
a d o p t ~ ! ~ '  ( b y  I 1 1 1 j  I:onvc?ntion as adopted by t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole on F i r s t  
Rending. 

(oil \ I ~ I I I ~ I ~  \rot 4 .  J i v I ~ i o ~ \  of t h e  l ~ o u s e  was c a l l e d .  A r o l l  c a l l  v o t e  was tnlcetl. 

Y !  I 1111 l ~ ~ ( : a t  I ? I I  V iccnte  At tao ,  F e l i x  Ayuyu, J o s e  Bor ja ,  Car los  Camacho, 
I l l t l , ~ l t ~ l c ~ ~ i \  C N I I ~ C ~ O ,  J o s e  Cruz, Pedro Dela Cruz, Juan DLG. Demapan, 
I l l  l r~l . io  D l n z ,  Herman Guerrero,  Lorenzo Gucrrero,  Pedro I g i t o l ,  Estcvcn 
It l I I ) ~ ,  J o sc  Mafnas, Benjamin blanglona, Prudencio blanglona, Vicentc  
El:111lrlonn, Pedro Ogo, Leon Taisacan ,  Juan  Tenor io ,  Joaquin  Tor re s  
c c ~ l t l  J esuo  Villagomez. (22 v o t e s )  

NO: DclPfiatcs Gregorio Calvo, Antonio Camacho, Danie l  Cas t ro ,  Juan S. .. - .  - .  - . . .. . . .  4 - - -  . ,- 



M r .  P r e s i d e n t  and f e l l o w  Delega tes .  It  i s  my p r i v i l c g e  and p r e r o g a t i v e  
t o  e x p r e s s  my o p i n i o n s  t o  t h i s  Convention. We a r e  looking  a t  ou r  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
i s s u e  by i s s u e  and w e  need t o  cover  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  a l l  p o i n t s  of 
view. We must p r o t e c t  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of  ou r  people  by l o o k i n g  a t  every  i s s u e  
from a l l  p o i n t s  of view. It is  my p r e r o g a t i v e  and p r i v i l c g e  t o  have a view of 
a l l  t h e  i s s u e s .  I want t h e  people  h e r e  t o  understand t h a t .  

Delega te  J o s e  R. CNZ: I want t h e  r eco rd  t o  show t h a t  I am n o t  h e r e  t o  have my . 

views r ep re sen t ed  p e r s o n a l l y  o r  g ive  my own pe r sona l  op in ion .  I am h e r e  because 
I r e p r e s e n t  t h e  pebple of ~ i n i a n i  I r e p r e s e n t  each and eve ry  f ami ly  of T in i an .  

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero:  I urge  t h e  Delega tes  t o  have p a t i e n c e  and coope ra t i on  h e r e  
i n  t h i s  Convention. 

(14; ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Act ing  Chairman Pedro Dela Cruz: Your Committee on F inance ,  Loca l  Government and 
Other  Matters w i i l  b e  meet ing irnmedistely a f t e r  t h i s  s e s s i o n .  

Ac t ing  Chairman F r a n c i s c o  ~ a l a c i o s :  Your Committee on P e r s o n a l  R igh t s  and Na tu ra l  
Resources  w i l l  bc  mect ing  a t  4:00 p.m. t h i s  a f t e rnoon .  I have  c o p i e s  of  propbsed 
amendments o f f e r e d  by d i f f e r e n t  people  du r ing  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s ,  and I urge  
you t o  p i ck  up t h e s e  c o p i e s  immediately fo l l owing  t h i s  s e s s i o n .  

Chairman J o s e  P. Mafnas: Your Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s  w i l l  b e  
meet ing  a t  2:OO p.m. t h i s  a f te rnoon.  

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrcro: I would l i k e  t o  meet w i t h  t h e  fo l l owing  Delega tes  immediately 
fo l l owing  this s e s s i o n :  J e s u s  Villagomez, Joaquin  Tor re s  and L u i s  Limes. 

Ac t ing  F loo r  Leader  Joaquin  Torres :  I move t h a t  t h e  Convention r e c e s s  u n t i l  9:00 a.m., 
Monday, November 22nd. 

The motion was seconded. 

P r e s i d e n t  G u e r r ~ :  Before we v o t e  on t h e  motion t o  recctclj , J would l i k e  t o  know 
i f  t h e  s u b s t a n t i v e  Colnmittees w i l l  be  meet ing tornorrow? 

Delega te  Pc?drn l)c?ln Cruz: P r i v i l e g e .  My q u e s t i o n  i e  r cp , r~~ ,~ l l~~ l :  compensation on 
h o l i d n y r ,  s i n c c  soulc o T u s  are employees o f  t h e  Tructt 'l'c*l.r l l I I I  v Govcrninent. The 
T r u s t  T e r r i t o r y  Covc!rliruent i s  on ly  paying  s t r n i g l l t  t i m t !  1111 1 1 1  I v . W l l l  t h e  
Convention pay us  f o r  t h e  h o l i d a y s  w e  have worked? 

P r ~ s i t l r * l l t  ----.a Gucrraso: WCI have d i s cus sed  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  Arl111j I I  l I # (  I 1 1  I I V O  Of f i c c r  h e r e  
a t  t h o  C o n v c n t J o ~ ~  r c ~ ~ t l  we w i l l  have t o  determine whetllc~l 1 1 1 1 .  I1111itluy is  on a 
rr.}:ulnr work drly or 011 t h e  weekend. 

ale n t t*  I'catlrc1 Ihtlrl ( : ~ u z :  I am t a l k i n g  about  Octobcr 2'1111 \ 1 1 1 l 1  1 1  W I I I I  Vc tc rans '  Day 2L --L--- . -- -.- 
and an 4 1 1  P i c i r ~ l  111,l J-III;~: I checked wi th  T. T. pcrsolliIc8 l I I I I I I  I l111y wl 11 only  pay 
U B  ntrrlIr , l l t  ~ ~ I I I C  1111tl tlle Convention must come up wl t l l  1 I I I ~  1 1  l l l ~~l.cilc:c~. Al.r;o, 
Thiu~krrl:lvJn~: 111 cola l I]};. 

Pronitl(*nt Cua r r r~ ro :  1 w i l l  t a k e  t h i s  problem under sdv l l c r ~ 1 1 1 1 ~ 1 l  l , 

Act jny, Chnirman Prnnr1.sco - - -.-- P a l a c i o s  : I announced e n r l l  I!]- I I I I I  t I lbe Committee on 
Perconnl. I t ightc  ancl N a t u r a l  Resources would be  mcctinj: 111111 1 1 1  I crnoon a t  4:00 p.m. 
Bccausc of t h c  Gornl)i~u F i e s t a  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n ,  I would 1 j I i11  1 t )  1111!et w i t 1 1  t h e  members 
of  t h e  Committee jn~nlc*diately a f t e r  t h i s  s e s s i o n  i n  or t lcr  t o  111:lltc a d c c j s i o n  on 



Delcfiatc Jose  no r j a :  Po in t  of c l a r i f i c a t i o n .  According t o  your me~norandum, 
an anendmcnt must be submit ted  i n  w r i t i n g  48 hours  be fo re  t h e  time i t  i s  schcdulcd 
f o r  cons ide ra t ion  by t h e  Convention. Am I t o  assume t h a t  schcclule supersedes  t h e  
Convcntion 's  Rules of Procedure,  which s t a t e s  you can submit an amend~ricnt a t  the  
t i m e  of debate?  

P res iden t  Guerrcro: The memorandum supersedes  what we have i n  ou r  Rules i n  o rde r  
t o  exped i t e  t h e  bus iness  o f  t h e  Convention. Any amendment has t o  be submit ted 
i n  w r i t i n g  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  s o  t h a t  i t  can be  dup l i ca t ed  and d i s t r i b u t e d  on t h e  
Floor.  You in t roduce  your  amendment when i t  is scheduled f o r  d i scuss ion  by t h e  
Convention. A s  d i scussed  by t h e  Committee on Organiza t ion  and Procedures y e s t e r -  
day, i n  o r d e r  f o r  t h e  proposed amendments t o  be cons idered ,  p r e f e r r a b l y  by the  
s u b s t a n t i v e  Committee, we  have t o  a s s i g n  t h e s e  proposed amendments t o  them t o  
see if they are o r  a r e  n o t  i n  suppor t .  

We w i l l  now v o t e  on t h e  motion t o  r ecess .  , 

The i o t i o n  t o  recess u n t i l  9:00 a.m. Monday, November 22nd, c a r r i e d .  

The' Convention recess$d a t  11:20 a.m. 

Respec t fu l ly  submit ted,  

Convention Sec re t a ry  


