
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 
of t h e  

NORTHERN MARIANA ISTANDS 

Thi r ty-Six th  Day 
Monday, November 22, 1976 

(1) The C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention of t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  was c a l l e l  
t o  o r d e r  a t  9:25 a .m.  

The Honorable Lorenzo I. Guerrero, P r e s i d e n t ,  p res ided .  

(2) A moment of s i l e n t  prayer  w a s  observed. 

(3) The Convention Sec re t a ry  c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l .  %ere  were 38 Delegates  p r e s e n t .  
Delegate  Juan DLG. Demapan w a s  excused. No Delegates  were absen t .  A quorum 
w a s  p r e s e n t .  

Floor.  Leader Rasa: I move t h a t  t h e  Delegate  no t  in a t t endance  be  excused. 

The motion w a s  seconded and c a r r i e d .  

(4) ADOPTION OF THE JOURNAL 

Floor  Leader Rasa: I move t h a t  t h e  Summary Jou rna l s  of t h e  34th and 35th  Days 
be  adopted by t h e  Convention. . 

The motion w a s  seconded and c a r r i e d .  

Delegate  Pedro Dela -- Criiz: -- I would l i k e  t o  a s k t h a t  tile Summary Journa l  of t h e  
34th Day be changed on page 3, second paragraph,  t o  r e f l e c t  t h a t  I am t h e  
Acting Chairman of t h e  Committee on Finance, Local  Government and Other Ma t t e r s ,  
n o t  t h e  Committee on Pe r sona l .R igh t s  and Na tu ra l  Resources. 

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero: I f  t h e r e  i s  no o b j e c t i o n  from t h e  F loor ,  t h e  Jou rna l  s t ands  
co r r ec t ed .  

(5) COMMUNICATIONS - 
Convention Sec re t a ry :  IJe have t h r e e  Communications. They a r e  a s  fol low: 

Communication No. 8: L e t t e r  from Juan A. Sablan 

Communication No. 9: L e t t e r  from A. C.  Tenorio 

Comminication No. 10: L e t t e r  from Roger N. 1,udwick 

These Communications have been d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  a l l  t h e  Delegates  and w i l l  be  p laced  
i n  t h e  r eco rd .  

P re s iden t  Guerrero: I sugges t  t h a t  each Delegate  should r ead  t h e s e  Communications, 
and i f  t h e r e  a r e  any comments you can con tac t  t h e  Chair  o r  t h e  Convention Sec re t a ry .  

(6) COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Vice-Chairman Franc isco  Pa lac ios :  The Committee on Pe r sona l  Rights  and Natura l  
Resources has  met and d e l i b e r a t e d  on a l l  t h e  proposed amendments t o  A r t i c l e  I - - 
of t h e  d r a f t  Cons t i t u t ion .  The Committee a l s o  reviewed a l l  t h e  sugges t ions  rrade 
by government 0 f f i c ~ a 1 . s  and o t h e r  persons .  The Conunittee recommends t h a t  A r t i c l e  
I on "Personal  Rfghts ,"  as amended, be approved as p re sen ted  by t h i s  Committee 
on Second and F i n a l  Reading by t h e  Convention. The amended a r t i c l e  inc ludes  
s e v e r a l  changes on t h e  d r a f t  Cons t i t u t ion .  Sec t ion  I: A c l a u s e  has  been added 
t o  t h i s  s e c t i o n  p r a h i b i t i n g  any law from p r o h i b i t i n g  t h c  " T r a d i t i o n a l  A r t  o f  ~ e a l - i n g . "  
The Conunittee b e l i e v e s  t h a t  "Trad i t i ona l  A r t  Medicine, I '  is  an important  a r t  i n  t h e  
Northern Marianas'  c u l t u r e .  S c i e n t i s t s  have shown t h a t  t r a d i t i o n a l  medicine has  
a c t u a l  c u r a t i v e  v a l u c ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  " T r a d i t i o n a l  A r t  of Heal ing ,"  deserves  
Co l l s t i t u t iona l  pro tec t ior l .  
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Sec t ion  2: 'l'he minor c.hanges i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a r e  s t y l e  changes recornended 
by t h e  l e g a l  c o n s u l t a n t s  and do no t  change t h e  meaning of t h e  p rov i s ion .  

Sec t ion  3, subsec t ion  (b) :  The words " e l e c t r o n i c  eavesdropping"havebeen 
added t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  i n t e n t  of t h e  subsec t ion .  

Sec t ion  4: The changes i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a r e  s t y l e  changes only  t h a t  do not  
change t h e  meaning of t h e  provis ion .  

Sec t ion  7:  The Committee recommends t h a t  t h i s  s e c t i o n  be  d e l e t e d  and t h e  
words be rep laced  by adding t h e  fo l lowing  words t o  t h e  end of A r t i c l e  111, 
Sec t ion  10 ,  i nc lud ing  "a m i l i t i a . "  The Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s  
has  submit ted proposed amendments t o  t h a t  A r t i c l e  t h a t  does t h i s .  The Cormnittee 
recommends t h i s  because they  d e l e t e d  Sec t ion  7  and want a  guarantee of a m i l i t i a  
i ncase  of  a  typhoon o r  i n t e r n a l  d i so rde r .  The Committee b e l i e v e s  t h a t  a l l  p rov i s ions  
d e a l i n g  wi th  emergencies should be complied i n  one p l ace  and t h a t  p l ace  i s  A r t i c l e  111, 
Sec t ion  10. 

New Sec t ions  7, 8 and 9: The changes i n  t h e s e  s e c t i o n s  are s t y l e  changes 
recommended by t h e  l e g a l  c p n s u l t a n t s  and do n o t  change t h e  meaning of t h e  
p rov i s ions .  

New Sec t ion  10: The changes i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a r e  s t y l e  changes only.  The 
word "public"' i s  added t o  c l a r i f y  t h a t  t h i s  does n o t  apply t o  people i n  t h e i r  
own home. 

The Committee makes s p e c i f i c  recommendations wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  proposed 
amendments ass igned  t o  i t :  

Amendment No. Introduced By: Act ion Taken By Committee 

2 F. P a l a c i o s  
3  F. P a l a c i o s  
4  F. P a l a c i o s  
5 J. Torres  

3  7 J. Torres  

Withdrawn by in t roduce r  
Included i n  r ev i sed  A r t i c l e  I 
Withdraw by in t roduce r .  
L e g i s l a t i v e  ma t t e r .  Committee recommends t h a t  
Delegate  withdraw a~nerld~uent. 
L e g i s l a t i v e  ma t t e r .  Committee recommends t h a t  
Delegate  withdraw amendment........ 

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero: May I i n t e r r u p t  a t  t h i s  point,Vice-Chairman Pa lac ios .  
I th ink  t h e  most a p p r o p r i a t e  t i m e  t o  g ive  your r e p o r t  on t h e  amendments which 
your Committee suppor t s  would be  under i t em 8 of our  agenda. 

Vice-Chairman P a l i c i o z  Thank you, M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  I w i l l  submit a  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  
regard ing  a c t i o n  taken by our  Committee on each amendment. I thank you f o r  t h e  
p r i v i l e g e  of t h e  Floor .  

Vice-Chairman Pedro Dela Cruz: Since t h e  Chairman of  your Committee on Finance, 
Local  Government and Other 1 l a t t e r s  was wi th  t h e  group t h a t  went t o  Guam, I 
s a t  i n  f o r  him. Your Committee on Finance,  Local  Government and Other Mat te rs  
has  d iscussed  Sec t ion  6  of t h e  "Schedule: T r a n s i t i o n a l  Matters." This  w a s  done 
on Saturday and Sunday. TJe d iscussed  t h e  s p e c i f i c  problem rega rd ing  p ro fe s s ion  
l i c e n s e s .  Yesterday we honored wi th  t h e  presence  of t h r e e  doc to r s  and w e  d i scussed  
i n  depth t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of having doc to r s  p ro t ec t ed  i n  t h a t  Sec t ion .  l'he consu l t an t  
and I w i l l  be d r a f t i n g  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n a l  language s o  t h a t  w e  w i l l  be  a b l e  t o  
d i s c u s s  t h i s  i n  Committee of  t h e  Whole. 

F loor  Leader Rasa: Your Committee which was ass igned  t o  conduct a  p u b l i c  hea r ing  
i n  Guam met wi th  many people and d iscussed  t h e  d r a f t  Cons t i t u t ion .  Your Committee - -  - 
w i l l  be  submi t t ing  a w r i t t e n  d e t a i l e d  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  hea r ing  l a t e r  on t h i s  a f t e rnoon .  
The d i scuss ion  cen te red  on t h e  i s s u e  of  "Land Al i ena t ion , "  and w e  have some r e l aced  
c l i p p i n g s  t o  i n s e r t  i n  t h e  Jou rna l .  Your Committee f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  was i n s u f f i c i e n t  
t i m e  provided f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  which should n o t  be construed a s  t h e  f a u l t  of t h e  
Convention. A t  t h e  same time, o t h e r  American c i t i z e n s  r e s i d i n g  i n  Guam f e l t  t h a t  
t h e  "Land Al iena t ion"  p rov i s ion  i s  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  and we r e g r e t  t o  inform t h e  
Convention t h a t  t h e  day fo l lowing  t h e  hea r ing ,  t h e  P a c i f i c  Dai ly News came ou t  w i th  
a  p o s i t i o n  wi th  e v i d e n t l y  i s  n o t  i n  conformity wi th  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  Convention. 
We do have some w r i t t e n  s ta tements  which w i l l  be  submit ted and accompany t h e  
w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  Committee. 
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P res iden t  Guerrero: A t  t h i s  t ime I would l i k e  t o  a s k  t h e  Chairmen of t h e  Pub l i c  
Hearings Committees t o  p l e a s e  complete t h e i r  r e p o r t s  and make copies  a v a i l a b l e  
t o  each Delegate  so  they  w i l l  have an i d e a  of how t h e  p u b l i c  f e e l s .  

(7) INTRODUCTION AND FIRST KEADING OF COMMITTEE RECOWNDATIONS - None 

(8) SECOND AND FINAL READING OF RECOMMENDATIONS 

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero: A s  l i s t e d  on t h e  Order of Business  f o r  today ' s  d i s c u s s i o n  
i n  t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole is: 

A r t i c l e  I, r ega rd ing  "Personal  Rights" 
A r t i c l e  V I ,  r ega rd ing   ducatio ion" 
A r t i c l e  XVI, r ega rd ing  " ~ o r p o r a t i o n s "  
A r t i c l e  11, rega rd ing  " L e g i s l a t i v e   ranch" 

F loo r  Leader Rasa: I move t h a t  t h e  Convention r e s o l v e  i t s e l f  i n t o  t h e  Committee 
of t h e  Whole. 

The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

P re s iden t  Guerrero: May I c a l l  on t h e  F i rs t -Vice  P r e s i d e n t ,  Benjamin Manglona, 
t o  Chai r  t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole d i s c u s s i o n  f o r  t h i s  morning. 

Theconvent ion r e so lved  i n t o  t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole a t  9 :40  a .m.  

The Convention r eces sed  wh i l e  i n  Committee of  t h e  Whole. Recess w a s  
c a l l e d  a t  10:55 p.m., t o  l a s t  u n t i l  9:00 a.m. t h e  fo l lowing  day. 

Respec t fu l ly  submit ted,  

Convention Sec re t a ry  


