
VERBATIM JOURNAL (TRANSCRIPT) 

Th i r ty -Scvcn t l~  Day 
Tucudny, November 23 ,  1976 

The C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention of  t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  reconvened 
w h i l e  i n  t h e  Committee of  t h e  Whole. It was reconvened a t  9:30 a.m. 

h e  Honornblc? Olymplo 'r. Bor jn ,  Delegntc ,  p rcs ldcd .  

Delegate  J o s e  P.  Mafnns requeoted t h a t  t h e  fo l lowlng  speech made d u r i n g  
t h e  Committee o f  t h e  Wholc bc p laced  i n  t h e  record .  The speech is a s  fol lows:  

De lega te  J o s e  P. Mafnas: M r .  Chairman. 

The g e n e r a l  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  R s a l a r y  of  $12,000 p e r  annum f o r  o u r  l e g i s l a t o r s  
LS much much too b i g .  Wc* linve lrenrri complnfntn from t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  t h a t  
wc8 muet reduce it .  We Irnvc* l ~ c o r d  from our  i:ot~st Ltuer~tn ~ n d  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  
t h a t  o u r  generouei ty  by recommending t h e  annua l  cornpcnsatlon of  $12,000 f o r  
o u r  l e g i s l a t o r s  -- t h i s  g e n e r o e i t y  might p reven t  r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  by o u r  people .  W e  have heard  complain;^ t h a t  t h e  consumers 
w i l l  u l t i m a t e l y  s u f f e r .  We have heard compla in t s  a f t e r  seven y e a r s  when 
t h e  U. S. Government'a ~ u b s i d y  s t o p s .  by d r a i n i n g  t h i s  much money t o  o u r  
l e g i s l a t o r s ,  o u r  Commonwealth Government w i l l  b e  broke,  and t h a t  we have no 
o t h e r  source  of  income t o  pay t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s .  

Y e s ,  M r .  Chairman, I ngree  w i t h  those  g r i evances .  I a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  
g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  t h a t  o u r  l c g l o l a t u r c  e l ~ o u l d  no t  be [in employment i n s t i t u t i o n .  
I a g r e e ,  M r .  Pub l i c ,  t h a t  o u r  l e g l e l a t o r s  n r e  on ly  t h i n k i n g  o f  themeelvee, 
t h a t  you, Mr. P u b l i c ,  had never  t aken  advantage of  your congreammtn, t h a t  
you have never  knocked a t  Sena to r  B o r j a ' s  door  a t  3:00 i n  t h e  morning a s k i n g  
f o r  money. I a g r e e  t h a t  you, M r .  P u b l i c  had never  reminded Sena to r  Herman 
Q. Cuerrero of  t h e  coming c l e c t l o n  when you wcre a ~ k i n g  Sena to r  Guerrero 
t o  co-aign f o r  you when a p p l y i n g  f o r  a loan  a t  t h e  bank. I a g r e e ,  M r .  
P u b l i c ,  t h a t  you always r e t u r n e d  t h e  $500.00 t h a t  you borrowed from Sena to r  
Manglona. I agree  w i t h  you, M r .  P u b l i c ,  t h a t  when Sena to r  Rasa l e f t  f o r  
Guam t o  beg t h e  Guam L e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  f r e e  t u i t i o n s  f o r  your c h i l d r e n  who 
a r e  a t t e n d i n g  schoo l  i n  Guam, t h a t  when Sena to r  Raea l e f t  f o r  t h i s  purpose 
p a i d  o u t  o f  h i s  pocke t ,  Sena to r  Rasa was on ly  t h i n k i n g  o f  himeelf .  I a g r e e  
w i t h  you, M r .  P u b l i c ,  t h a t  you never  c r e d i t e d  goods and commodities from 
Sena to r  Cruz 's  s t o r e  and even i f  you d i d ,  Sena to r  Cruz had never  come a f t e r  
you f o r  t h e  payments, and i f  Sena to r  Cruz went a f t e r  you f o r  t h e  payment 
Senn tor  Cruz i s  a bad man. Yes, Senntor  Cruz,  you a r e  o n l y  t h i n k i n g  o f  
y o u r s e l f ,  t h a t ' s  why your p r o f i t s  kcp t  on going down. 

I a g r e e  w i t h  you, M r .  P u b l i c ,  t h a t  a f t e r  spending l o t s  o f  money, even 
t o  t h e  extreme of  s e l l i n g  your p r o p e r t i e s ,  f o r  t h e  educa t ion  of your c h i l d r e n ,  
your Ron who wants t o  be n  congres-n should be pa id  a  low s a l a r y .  I a g r e e  
Vl~n t  your c o r l ~ r c n a ~ n e r ~  ~ l ~ o r l l  t l  n o t  prov l tlc yorlr fnmil y  n good home, t h a t  your  
w i f e  is c rnzy  f o r  a s k i n g  for  nn c l e c t r i c n l  s t o v e ,  t h a t  you should complain 
a t  a l l  i f  t h e  bnnk repossessyour  c a r ,  t h a t  your c h i l d r e n  shou ld  n o t  complain 
f o r  t h e i r  schoo l  s u p p l i e s ,  t h a t  you should n o t  save  money f o r  t h e i r  educa t ion  
i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  t h a t  you, M r .  Congressmen, shou ld  n o t  have more than  one 
c.11il.d because you cannot  a f f o r d  more thnn one c h i l d ,  becausq remember t h a t  
Nr. P u b l i c  w i l l  bc kxlocking a t  your door Tor "give me money, g i v e  me money." 

Yes, M r .  Chairman, a congressman Goes n o t  have t o  campaign nowadays. 
A congressmn who is up f o r  r e - e l e c t i o n   doe^ n o t  have t o  spend money f o r  
h i s  campaign. He does  no t  have t o  e n t e r t a i n  h i s  c o n s t i t u e n t s .  A congressman 
shou ld  n o t  be p a i d  e q u i t a b l y  t o  meet h i s  s o c i a l  o b l i g a t i o n .  



CONVENTION JOURNAL -- 3 7 t h  Day 
November 23,  1976 

M r .  Chairman, I o b j e c t  t o  p a y i n g  o u r  cong re s smen  $12,000 p e r  annum. 
L e t ' s  g i v c  them nomina l  wages ,  s i n c e  o n l y  t h e  low c a l i b r e  p e o p l e  w i l l  b e  
111 t h e s e .  L c t  t i r c s c  low ca 1 l h r c  pcoplc work o u t  n p l a n  f o r  o u r  new government ,  
I r t  them colnc rtp w-l t I t  II ~lulp.It. fot-rn111n t o  c r l r r y  ~ I R  o v ~ r  r~nd  o u r  f u t u r e  gcnc:rrr- 
I l o n ~  nf t r* l -  I hri 11 .  :;. (:c'vc.r~~mont ttnyrl, wib ~~ro~nlncncl  t o  I I ( * I I )  you for  ncvon vcrirrt, 
now you n r e  o n  Y O ~ I C  own. 1.1-1 1 : l l c . ~ ~ -  r ~ccond  (* IARH c l u n l l t y  conKrcHtimcvn fat-c 
t h e  U .  S .  Cong re s s  t o  hni  1 ~ I R  o u t .  Le t  tllcm j u s t j . f y  why wc d i d  n o t  have  :I 

s e l f - s u s  t o i n  t n g  economy. 1,r t  ttlcm hc r ubbe r - s t oq ) . q  t o  t l l e  ( ;overnor b e c o ~ t ~ c  
t h e y  d o n ' t  know b e t t e r .  Lc t  them legislate o u r  Laws, t l ~ c  k i n d  o f  lawe t h a t  
w i l l  g i l n r an t ce  t l lc  1)ankrul) t c y  o f  o u r  ~:ornmonwenlt l~ Government.  

Nominal s a l a r y  w i l l  t e n d  t o  i n v i t e  a v e r a g e  c a p a c i t y  p e o p l e .  Average  
c a p a c i t y  p e o p l e  w i l l  p roduce  a n  a v e r a g e  work.  Ave rage  work w i l l  b e  d i e a s t r o u s  
t o  o u r  Commonwent t h  Covernmcnt a n d  Connnonwenltl~ w e l f a r e .  ' 

Tile P l c n n r y  S ~ n s s i o n  of  t h e  Convcn t i on  was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  8 :10  p.m. 

The Honorab l e  Lo renzo  I .  G u e r r e r o ,  P r e s i d e n t ,  p r e s i d e d .  

(:l1:1 l mL,n nc~l.)nmirl Mnnglon:~: Y(.s~.r  rcl;i y, yclrlr (:arm 1 t t c c  o f  t h e  Whole a d o p t e d  
~ L I : I I I  Lmously Article I of  t l ~ c  D r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  a s  amended, r e g a r d i n g  
" P e r s o n a l  R i g h t e ; "  A r t i c l e  .W, a s  amended, r e g a r d i n g  "Educat ion;"  and  
A r t i c l e  XVI, r e g a r d i n g  " C o r p o r a t i o n s . "  

F l o o r  Lender  Rosa:  I move t h a t  A r t i c l e  I ,  r e g a r d i n g  " P e r s o n a l  R i g h t s , "  be 
a d o p t e d  by  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n ,  nR amended by t l ~ e  Commit tee  o f  t h e  Whole. 

The mot ion  was secondect .  

I l c l c ~ n t c  .Turin P.. T ~ n o r t u :  I 'ntnt  o f  Inform3t  Ion .  S i n c e  t h i s  A r t i c l e  i e  - --- 
I ) L * ~  n~ C O I I S  l t l 1 7 1 - c . c l  oil Sc.c.oll~l : I I I ~  I:III:L 1 I ~ ~ - ; I ~ I I I I ) ; ,  coil1 tl t111.9 A r t  l c l e  I)c r e c n l  l e d  
l a t e r  u n d e r  Convcn t i on  Ru le  511 

P r e s i d e n t  G u e r r c r o :  Yes ,  p r o v i d e d  you make you r  r e q u e s t  a t  l e a a t  one  day  i n  
nt lv:~ncc.  

I)c:lcy,ntc? 1)nvld MilrntLta:  1s t h i s  ;llr;o t l ~ c  t i m e  when n 3/4 v o t e  is r e q u i r e d  
f o r  p a s s a g e ?  

P r e s i d e n t  G u c r r e r o :  Yes, t l l a t  i s  c o r r e c t .  

1?100r Lende r  R3sn: 1 movc f o r  t h c  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n .  

T h e  mo t ion  was s e c o n d t d  and c a r r i e d .  

Tile mot ion  t o  a d o p t  A r t i c l e  1, as amended, r e g a r d i n g  " P e r s o n a l  R i g h t s , "  
on Second and  F i n a l  Read ing ,  was c a r r i e d  by r o l l  c a l l  v o t e .  The v o t e s  arc as f o l l o w :  

YES: D e l e g a t e s  David A t a l i g ,  F e l i p e  A t a l i g ,  P e d r o  A t a l i g ,  V i c e n t e  A t t a o ,  
F e l i x  Ayuyu, L u i s  Benaven t e ,  J o s e  B o r j a ,  Olympio B o r j a ,  An ton io  
C.nmncllc,, Cnr1o.q ( :nwci lo ,  F ln~dn l t *nn  Cnm?clw, Dnn je l  C a s t r o ,  J o s e  C r u z ,  
P t~ t l r o  I)c l : ~  ( :ruz,  .lunn S .  I)cmnpnn, l i i l  a r i a  I)I.az, Benigna P i t i a l ,  Hermen 
( h c r r e r o  , Lorcrlzo G u e r r c r o  , i l cnry  Ilof s c h n e t d e r  , E s t e v e n  King,  L u i s  
Limes ,  J o s e  F t l fnns ,  BcnJarnin Manglona,  P r u d e n c i o  Manglona,  V i c e n t e  
~ h n g l o n n ,  David M n r a t i t a ,  Ped ro  Ogo, F r a n c i s c o  P n l a c i o s ,  Osca r  I b s a ,  
Leon l 'a l  nncnn , J r ~ n n  Teno r f  o , kL?nr~cl T c n o r i o ,  J e s u s  Vi l lagomez and  
Ran1011 V i l l ngomcz .  (35 v o t e s )  

NO: D c l c g a t e  G r c g o r i . ~  Ca lvo .  ( 1  v o t c )  

A r t i c l e  I ,  rcf::lrtl ~ I I K  "Pcrsorlnl  R I  f : l ~ t s , "  n.q ntloptct l  by t h e  Conven t i on  on  
Second nnrl 1:inal Kcadilly, 1s a s  1ollow.q: t 
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ARTICLE I: PERSONAL RIGHTS 

S c c t  ion 1 : w I l 1 1 I i  t 1 .  NO Inw nlln.11 I)(* made t h a t  is a  b i l l  of  
A(. t.ninrlcr, 1111 ('x I ) O R ~  r:icto lnw, 11 1 ~ I W  inlpnl r i n g  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  of  c o n t r a c t s ,  
o r  o  low prol r lb l tLng tlle t r a d i t l o i ~ o l  a r t  o f  h e a l i n g .  

S e c t i o n  2: Freedom o f  R e l i g i o n ,  Speech, P r e s s  and Assembly. No l aw 
s h a l l  b e  made r e s p e c t i n g  a n  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  o r  p r o h i b i t i n g  t h e  f r e e  
e x e r c i s e  t h e r e o f ,  o r  a b r i d g i n g  t h e  freedom o f  opeech, o r  o f  t h e  p r e s s ,  o r  t h e  
r i g h t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  peaceably  t o  assemble  and t o  p e t i t i o n  t h e  government f o r  
a r e d r e s s  o f  g r i e v a n c e s .  

S e c t i o n  3: Search and S e i z u r e .  The r i g h t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  t o  b e  s e c u r e  
i n  t h e i r  pe r sons ,  housca ,  p a p e r s  and b e l o n g i n g s  a g o i n a t  un reasonab le  
acnrcl ies  nnd s e i z u r e s  s h n l l  n o t  bc  v i o l a ~ c d .  

n) No w a r r a n t s  s h a l l  i s s u e  e x c e p t  upon p robab le  c a u s e  s u p p o r t e d  
by o a t h  o r  a f f i r m q t i o n  and p a r t i c u l n r l y  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  p l a c e  t o  b e  s e a r c h e d  
nnd t h e  persorlR o r  t h i n g s  t o  be  s c l z c d .  

b )  No w i r e t a p p i n g ,  e l e c t r o n i c  eavesd ropp ing  o r  o t h e r  comparable 
means o f  s u r v e i l l a n c e  s h a l l  b e  used  e x c e p t  p u r s u a n t  t o  a w a r r a n t .  

c )  Any pe r son  : rdversc ly  n f f c c t c t l  by an i l l e g a l  s e a r c h  o r  s e i z u r e  has 
n c n u s e  o f  n c t i o n  n g n i n ~ t  t l ie  government w i t h i n  l i m i t s  p rov ided  by law. 

S e c t i o n  4: Cr imina l  P r o e e c u t i o n s .  I n  a l l  criminal p r o s e c u t i o n s  
c e r t a i n  fundamental  r i g h t s  s h a l l  o b t a i n .  

n)  Tllr nccu:~c*d h a s  t h c  rlgllt: t o  n n s i ~ t n n c e  of  c o u n s e l  and ,  i f  
c o n v i c t e d ,  lras t i l e  r i g h t  t o  c o u n s e l  i n  a l l  a p p e a l s .  

b)  The accused h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  b e  conf ron ted  w i t h  a d v e r s e  
w i t n e s s e s  and t o  have compulsory p r o c e s s  f o r  o b t a i n i n g  f a v o r a b l e  w i t n e s s e s .  

c )  No perRon s l i a l l  b e  compel led  t o  g i v e  s e l f - i n c r i m i n a t i n g  
t e s t imony .  

d )  There  sh r i l l  he  a spec-dy rind 1)rlbl.i.c: t r i a l .  

e) No person s l i n l l  b e  put t w i c e  i n  jeopardy f o r  t h e  some o f f e n s e  
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  governmental  e n t i t y  t h a t  f i r s t  i n s t i t u t e s  p r o s e c u t i o n .  

f )  Excess ive  b o i l  s h a l l  n o t  be r e q u i r e d .  

g) Excc*eaivr f Lrles s h a l l  n o t  bca i m p o ~ e d .  

11) C r u e l  ancl unufiunl punishment s h a l l  n o t  be  i n f l i c t e d .  

i )  C n p i t a l  punf s t~men t  is p r o h i b  Lted. \ 

j) Persons  who a r e  unde r  e i g h t e e n  y e a r s  o f  age  s h a l l  b e  p r o t e c t e d  
i n  c r i m i n a l  j u d i c i a l  p r o c e e d i n g s  and i n  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  imprisonment.  

S e c t l o n  5:  Due Procc..ss. No pcroon f i t ra l l  b c  depr ived  of  l i f e ,  - 
1 l .ber ty  o r  p r o p c r t y  w l  t11o11t due proccrrrr of lnw. 

S e c t i o n  6 :  Equal P r o t e c t i o n .  No p e r s o n  s h a l l  be d e n i e d  t h e  e q u a l  
p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  laws.  No p e r s o n  s h a l l  be  d e n i e d  t h e  enjoyment of c i v i l  
r i g h t s  o r  b e  d i s c r i m i n a t e d  a g a i n s t  i n  t h e  e x e r c i s e  t h e r e o f  &i accoun t  o f  
r n c e ,  c o l o r .  r c l l g i o n ,  nr lces t ry  o r  s e x .  

S e c t i o n  7:  Q u a r t e r i n g  S o l d i e r s .  No s o l d i e r  i n  t ime of  peace  may b e  
q u a r t e r e d  i n  any house  w i t h o u t  t h e  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  owner, n o r  i n  t ime  o f  war 
e x c e p t  a s  provided by law. 

S e c t i o n  8: T r i a l  by J u r v .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  may p rov ide  f o r  t r i a l  by j u r y  
i n  c r i m i n a l o r  c i v i l  c a s e s .  
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S e c t i o n  9 :  C l e a n  and H e a l t h f u l  Envi ronment .  Each p e r s o n  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  
t o  a c l e a n  anti l l e a l t h f u l  p u b l i c  env i ronmen t .  

S c c t l o n  1.0:--'-r_l~ni.y. 'rlic r t ~ l i t  o f  I nd lv fdu t t l  prlvrrcy ~ l i n  11 n o t  I)cs - - -.-..--- 
I I I ~  r l~ip,c*rl exi,c.ljl upor1 11 1111c)wl1i~ o f  c:o111pc~1 111ig Inlcrc*rlt . 

Chairman F e l i p e  A t a l i g :  On b e h a l f  o f  t h e  C o r n i t t e e  on  P e r s o n a l  R i g h t s  and N a t u r a l  
Resou rce s  and  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar i anas  I a m  p roud  t o  announce  t h e  
by-product  o f  t h e  work o f  t h e  Cormnittee. L e t  h i s t o r y  show t h a t  for t h e  f i r s t  
t i m e  t i l e  Conven t i on  npproved a n  A r t i c l e  w i t h  t h e  3 / 4 .  v o t e .  L e t  me c o n g r a t u l a t e  

t h e  menbers  o f  t h e  Committee and  DelegnteR of t h i s  Conven t i on ,  and  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t h e  Cliairmnn o f  t h e  Committee.  

D c l c g a t c  P c d r o  Deln Cruz:  P n i n t  o f  p r i v i . l e ~ e .  May we a s k  t h e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  
Clln l r m ~ n  t o  plcnac.  );(.I: ~ 1 1  :it111 how. 

Chairman F e l i p e  A t a l i g :  I w i l l  do  s o  and  I would a l s o  l i k e  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  
l e g a l  c o n s u l t a n t s  o f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  Committee,  which  t h e  D e l e g a t e s  f a i l e d  t o  
a p p r o v e  a R e s o l u t i o n  c o r n e n d i n g  them f o r  t h e i r  e x c e l l e n t  j o b .  L e t  t h e  r e c o r d  show 

tli:lt i t  w n s  throrly.11 t h c i r  work tlirlt t h c  C o r ~ v c n t l o n  npproved t h e  f i r s t  A r t i c l e .  
T\rtrnlc you  . 
F l o o r  L e a d e r  Rnsa: I move t h a t  t h e  Conven t i on  a d o p t  A r t i c l e  XV, r e g a r d i n g  
"Educa t i on , "  a s  amended by t h e  Commit tee  o f  t h e  Whole, on  Second a n d  F i n a l  
Rending .  

The mo t ion  was s econded .  

R o l l  c a l l  v o t e  t o  a d o p t  A r t l  cle >N, as emended, was c a r r i e d  unanimously .  

A r t i c l e  X V ,  rcy,:irrlinfi " l ' t luc~i t lon ,"  a s  ndopt  ed by t h e  Conven t i on  on  Second 
aud  F i n a l  Reading  I s  a s  f o l l o w s :  

S e c t i o n  1: Educa t i on :  a )  Evcry  pe r son  i n  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar i ana  I n l a n d s  ----------- 
s l i a l l  h ave  t i le  r i g h t  t o  f r e e ,  compulsory  a n d  p u b l i c  e l e m e n t a r y  and  s e c o n d a r y  
e d u c a t i o n  w i t h i n  a g e  and  e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l s  as p r o v i d e d  b y  law. 

b )  'I'llcrc slln 11 111 ~ l l c r  c d u c n t i o n  and  a d u l t  e d u c a t i o n  w i t l i l n  
t h e  Nor thc rn  N ; ~ r l n n a  Is l n n d ~ ,  c o n u i s  t c r l t  wit11 t h e  n e e d s  and  r e s o u r c e s  o f  
t h e  p e o p l e ,  ns p r o v i d e d  1)y law. 

Chnirmnn Benign0 F i t i o - 1 1  On be l l a l f  nf  t h e  ~ ) c o p l e  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar i anas  and  
t h e  f u t u r e  p , r ne rn t i o l l s  o f  tllc N o r t h e r n  blnrlilnn~c, T w i . ~ h  t.o thank  a l l  t h e  D e l e g a t e s  
f o r  v o t i n g  unnnlmout;ly f o r  ~ y l > r o v r i l  O F  t h i ~  Ar t l c l c !  on " ~ t l u c n t i o n . "  l t  is n v e r y  
i m p o r t a n t  A r t l c l e  ancl I w i s l ~  t o  t h a n k  a l l  of  yorr f o r  you r  deep  c o n c e r n .  

F l o o r  L e a d e r  Rzua: I move t l l a t  A r t i c l e  XVI, r e g a r d i n g   orpo porn ti one," b e  a d o p t e d  
hy  t l ie  Convcu t l ou .  

The m o t i o n  was s econded .  

D e l e g a t e  Olympio T .  B o r j a :  I move f o r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n .  

The niotion w:is !:ccoritlrtl nrltl c n r r  l ~ . t l .  

R o l l  c a l l  v o t e  t o  a d o p t  A r t i c l e  X V I .  r c a n r d i n g  " C o r p o r a t i o n s , "  was  c a r r i e d  
unanimously .  

A r t  i c  l c  X V I ,  rc-l:nrdi rip, "(:orporn t  ior1.r , I 1  ;r?r ndop t cd  by tire Cunven t i o n  on Second 
and  F i n a l  Rt?ading is  a s  f o l l o w s :  

S1.1.1 It311 I : r I n .  No p r  l v : ~ ~  t. I I I I H  111~.!1t: ( . o r p o r n  loll shall  111- 
I- .- .--- --- 

c l rp ,~~nixc t l  and no e x i s t  111~; corpor-r11.t: c l ~ r i r t c r  g l ~ n l  1 l~c* rx ter idcd  o r  umendcd 
e x c e p t  by g e n e r a l  l a w s .  
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Dclcjintc Pcdro Deln Cruz: Mr. Prcsidct l t  and f c l l o w  Delegates. On beha l f  of our  
Committee I would l i k e  t o  extend our  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  your vo t ing  unanimously. 

D e l e ~ a t e  Olympio T.  Rorjn: Your Committee of t h e  Whole, under my Chairmanship, 
d i scuseed  A r t i c l e  11, regnrding t h e  "Legis ln t ive  Branch." Extensive d e l i b e r a t i o n  
nntl dcbnte  hns tnkcn p l ~ c c  nntl nm n r e s u l t  of  t h a t  dcba te  cons idernb le  changes have 
been rnnde. I am p leased  t o  repor t  t h a t  t h e  Committee o f  the Whole has  adopted 
A r t i c l e  11, regard ing  t h e  " ~ e g i s l a t i v e  Branch," a s  amended. At t h i s  t ime, M r .  
P r e s i d e n t ,  1 would l i k e  t o  move t h a t  t h e  Convection adopt  A r t i c l e  11, regard ing  
t h e  " L e g i s l a t i v e  Branch," a s  amended f o r  t h e  Second and F i n a l  Reading., 

The motion was seconded. 

p e l e g a t e  Ramon Villagomez: I move f o r  t h e  p rev ious  ques t ion .  

Tho motion wns sccondcd. 

C h a i m n  Jose  Mafnas: Po in t  of p r i v i l e g e .  May we have a  s h o r t  r e c e s s  p lease .  

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero: We w i l l  have a  s h o r t  r e c e s s  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  c a l l  of t h e  Chair .  

RECESS 
.., ..- 

The Convention reconvened at.+,9 .m. '1 

Delegate  Ramon Villagomez: I would l i k e  t o  withdraw my motion f o r  p rev ious  
ques t ion .  I now move t o  suspend Rule 4 7  o f  our  Rules  of Procedure. 

The motion was secondcd and c a r r i e d .  

D c l c ~ t l t e  Rnmon V i l l n ~ o m e z :  1 move t o  amend A r t i c l e  11, S e c t i o n  3, s o  t h a t  t h e  
composition of t h e  lower house of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  would be 14 members--12 from 
Saipan and t h e  Northern I s l a n d s ,  1 from Rota and 1 from Tin ian .  I would l i k e  
t o  add, f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  Northern I s l a n d s ,  t h a t  language be added t o  g ive  
thcm e n t i t l e m e n t  t o  1 Repreecn ta t ive  a s  soon as t h e i r  popula t ion  reaches  800 t o  
900 pcople ,  o r  whntcver Tininn has  now. Alno, I move t h n t  t h n t  t h e  maximum 
number o f  l e g i s l a t o r s  w i l l  be twenty. 

The motion was fieconded. 

Delegate  Benjamin Manulono: I wish t o  speak in  o p p o s i t i o n  of t h e  propoeed amendment. 
I f e e l  t h a t  one Represen ta t ive  from Rota would n o t  be  capable  of coping wi th  t h e  
a c t i v i t y  of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e i n  o r d e r  t o  w e l l  r e p r e s e n t  h i s  c o n s t i t u e n t s .  O f  couree,  
we  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n s a v i n g s ,  bu t  w e c a n m k e s a v i n g s  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  of expendi tu re  o f  
t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  T h i s  a f t e rnoon  I voted on t h e  r e d u c t i o n  of t h e  l e g i s l a t o r ' s  s a l a r y  
from $12,000 t o  $8,000 p e r  annum, merely t o  show t h e  Convention t h a t  I am a l s o  i n  
suppor t  of reducing t h e  c o s t  of t h e  new Commonwealth L e g i s l a t u r e .  I f e e l  it  i s  
u s e l e s s  t o  deba te  f u r t h e r  on t h i s  m a t t e r .  Many p e o p l e  have expressed t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  
one way o r  t h e  o t h e r .  A t  t h i s  t ime,  I wish t o  a s k  t h e  Delegates  t o  keep i n  mind 
my j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  opposing t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  amendment. 

Delegate  Jonquln T o r r z :  Could I b e c n l l g h t c n e d  a s  t o  t h e  reason f o r  s e t t i n g  t h e  
maximum number of l e g i s l a t o r s  a t  20? 

Delegate  Ramon Villagomez: My answer t o  t h a t  q u e s t i o n  is t h a t  we a r e  making a  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  a  v e r y  long per iod  of time and t h e r e  w i l l  be a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  
popula t ion  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  and the re  w i l l  be  a need t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  number of 
l e g i s l a t o r s  i n  t h e  lower house i n  the  f u t u r e .  At t h e  same t ime,  we have t o  a l l o w  
f o r  i n c r e a s e e  i n  t h e  number o f  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  bu t  we have t o  s e t  a  l i m i t .  I n  my own 
p e r s o n a l  op in ion ,  I f e e l  t h a t  20 members w i l l  be s u f f i c i e n t  t o  account  f o r  t h e  
f u t u r e  i n c r e a s e  i n  popula t ion .  

Delegate  Joaquin Tor res :  Are we t o  understand t h a t  20 is  an  a r b i t r a r y  number? 

Delega te  Rsmon Vil lagomet:  Yes, i t  is,  because we have no way of knowing 
how nqny people  w i l l  b e  here  i n  50 y e a r s .  I t  has  t o  b e  a r b i t r a r y  t o  a  c e r t a i n  
C X t C l l t .  

Delegate  Pedro Dela Cruz: I have a  q u e s t i o n  t o  ask .  
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Delega te  Villagomez i s  i n  f a v o r  o f  12-1-1 composition o f  t h e  lower  house, 
nlld llc mcn t  l nrrt*tl t I I I I I -  f f  I1  111 ~ i r o p r w ~ n l  111 tclrr11.d clown by t h e  Convention then 
A r t  l r l e  I1 w l l l  not p r i R u .  I woultl lfkr to nsk Mr. Villagomez if he  16 t h r e a t e n i n g  
t h c  (:oilvct~t i on. 

Delegate  Ramon Villagomez: No, I am n o t  t h r e a t e n i n g  t h e  Convention. I am warning 
t h e  Convention o f  what I expect  w i l l  happen. 

Delegate  Pedro Dela Cruz: I would l i k e  t o  a s k  t h e  mover what is h i s  o b j e c t i o n  
t o   ranting two Rt-pr-c:lc~~t nt Ivc-:I t o  Rot n? 

Delegate  Ramon V i l l n ~ o m e z :  Tlie major o b j e c t i o n  i s  t h a t  i t  w i l l  c r e a t e a g r e a t  ' 

d e a l  o f  imbalance. Tliis would r a i s e  t h e  maximum d e v i a t i o n  t o  approximately  53 t o  
54 p e r c e n t .  Tlle 12-1-1 composition w i l l  have a d e v i a t i o n  of approximately  36 per- 
c e n t .  

Delegate  Pedro Dela Cruz: Our c o n s u l t a n t ,  M r .  Wil lens ,  mentioned t h i s  morning 
t h a t  maximum d e v i a t i o n  is no t  a l e g a l  m a t t e r .  I f  I am wrong, p l e a s e  c o r r e c t  me. 

Consc11.tnnt WLllcE-: C c r t n l n l y  t h e  d c v i n t i o n  f i g u r e s  a r e  a m a t t e r  o f  l e g a l  concern. -- 

Delega te  Pedro Dcla Cruz: 1 drop my q u e s t i o n  and s t a n d  c o r r e c t e d .  

De lega te  Pedro A t a l i g :  I would Like t o  f u r t h e r  amend A r t i c l e  IT, S e c t i o n  10,  
by clinnging tl lc s n l n r y  o f  llic I c g t s l n t o r e  from $8,000 t o  11,000 pe r  annum. 

F loor  Leader b a a :  The motiori is o u t  o f  o r d e r  s i n c e  we a r e  now d i s c u s s i n g  
A r t i c l e  11, S e c t i o n  3. 

De lega te  Pedro A t a l i ~  I witlidrnw my motion. 

~)clcmtp J o s e  Cruz: Tlie Convention is c o n s i d e r i n g  s t r i k i n g  down t h e  number of 
l e g i s l a t o r s  from T i n i a n  t o  one. I r i s e  t o  oppose t h i s  proposed amendment, s imply 
because i t  wotlld not  be  t o  tlic ndvclntnge o f  t h e  h e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  peop le  o f  
Tinifin. Rota nntl 'l'lnfnn Iiavc! jo incd  llnndu t o  t r y  and h e l p  each o t h e r  because 
wc Ilnvr. lind I lml Lctl rcnRourcpra rlncl l c n ~ t  number o f  r c p r e s c n t n t i v e s  i n  any d e l e g a t i o n .  
I u r g e  my c o l l e n ~ u c s  from Titiinn t o  v o t e  a g a i n s t  t h i s  proposcd amendment. 

Delegate  Franc i sco  P a l a c i o s :  I recogn ize  t h e  concern o f  t h e  De lega tes  r e g a r d i n g  
t h e  cllnnges i n  tl le number of 1 . c g i ~ l a t o r ~ .  Rotn from 3 t o  1 ;  T ln ian  from 2 t o  1; 
nlltl S l ~ l p a n  from 25 to  1 2 .  !;II lpan lorit  13, I(ot11 1 out  2 nnd 'Tlnlan l a ~ t  1. 
1 t l l lnk l t ~ ~ e r  on we cun I n c r r a ~ e  t h e  numberu of I r g i a l a t a r n .  

De lega te  Junn P. Tenorio:  I move fo r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n .  

The motionwassecondcd and d e f e a t e d .  

F loor  Leader Rasn: I have ncceescd t h e  mar r i age  of t h e  proposed amendment and -- 
I s h a r e  t h e  concern a f  our  Delegates  from t h e  o t l l c r  m u n i c i p n l i t i e e .  However, 
when I look  n t  the. composi t ion of t h e  ncnotc  T am convinced t h e  proposed amendment 
i~ epl ) ropr in tc  ~ l n c t -  I conslrlcr mysclr t o  bc n r c p r c ~ e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  people  o f  
t l ic N o r t l ~ e r n  Murianns. 

Delegate  Ramon Villagomez: I move f o r  t h e  p rev ious  q u e s t i o n .  

The motion wns sccondetl and c n r r i c d .  

The motion t o  adopt  t h e  proposed amendment on A r t i c l e  11, S e c t i o n  3, t h a t  
t h e  composi t ion o f  t h e  lower house o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  w i l l  be  12 f o r  Saipan,  
1 f o r  Rota, and 1 f o r  Tininn wi th  a maximum o f  20 L e g i s l a t o r s ,  was vo ted  on by 
e r o l l  c u l l .  The v o t e  was as fol lows:  

YES: Pedro Atal . ig ,  F e l i x  Ayuyu, J o s e  Bor ja ,  Antonio Camacho, C a r l o s  S. 
Camnacllo, bfagdalenn Camncho, Dan ie l  Cas t r o ,  Juan S. Demapan, Benigno ' 
F i t i a l ,  Herman Guerrero,  David M a r a t i t a ,  Francfsco P a l a c i o s ,  Oscar  Rasa, 
Junn P .  Tcnor io ,  Joaquin T o r r e s ,  J e s u s  Villagomez, and Ramon Villagomez. 

NO: F e l i p c  A t a l i g , V i c e n t e  At tao ,  Cregor io  Calvo, J o s e  Cruz, Pedro Dela  Cruz, 
H i l a r i o  Diaz, Henry Hofschneider ,  Esteven King, Lu i s  Limes, Benjamin 
Manglona, Prudencio Manglona, Pedro Ogo, J o s e  Mafnas, Vicen te  
Phnp,l.onri, and Leon Tatsocan.  
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ABSTAIN: David A t a l i g ,  Lu i s  Benavente, Olympio Borja  and Lorenzo Guerrero.  

Tlie motion WArl  cnrr lc?d.  

Floor T,c.nclcr R ~ R I I :  T alovc f o r  11 flvc-n~fllutc: r cccsn .  

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero: We w i l l  have a  s h o r t  r e c e s s ,  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  c a l l  of  t h e  Chair .  

The Convention recessed  a t  9:05 p.m. 

RECESS 

The Convention reconvened a t  9:23 p.m. 

Dclcentc  Pcdro Atnl l ~ :  SLncc. w c  linve a l r c n d y  ~uspcndccl Rule 47, I would l i k e  
t o  move t h e  t l ~ c  Convciltion nn~cnd A r t i c l e  11, S c c t i o n  10, by changing t h e  
l e g i s l a t o r s  compensation from $8,000 t o  $12,000 p e r  annum. 

The motion was seconded. 

-: 1 I ~ ~ c l l e v c ,  o r ip , in :~ l ly ,  t h e  Dclcgotc? making t h e  motion 
was i n  favor  of  the  lower s a l a r y  i n  o r d e r  t o  reduce c o s t  of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

.Delegate  Pedro A t a l i g :  When I made my remarks t h i s  morning, I was concerned 
wi t11  tlrc Y ~ Z C  of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  no t  t h e  ~ a l o r y .  I t h i n k  t h a t  $12,000 is 
a reasonab le  ~ a l a r y  f o r  a  l e g i s l a t o r  and cormnensurnte with  h i s  p o s i t i o n  i n  l i f e .  
I do n o t  want a  l e g i s l a t o r  l i v i n g  i n  a shack.  I do no t  want a  l e g i s l a t o r ' s  c h i l d r e n  
n o t  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  en joy  t h e  comforts  o f  l i f e .  I want q u a l i t y .  You cannot  a t t r a c t  
a  q u a l i f i e d  person f o r  $8,000. You cannot  a t t r a c t  a n  a t t o r n e y  t o  b e  a l e g i s l a t o r  
f o r  $8,000. When nn a t t o r n e y  g e t s  o u t  of  law echool ,  h i s  beg inn ing  salary is 
u s u a l l y  from $11,000 t o  $15,000 n y c n r .  You mlg l~ t  o t t r o c t  an a t t o r n e y  who h a s  
rilrcudy r e t i r e d  and J u s t  wants  t h e  R t a t u s  I t s e l f .  A l o t  of  young p r o f e e s i o n a l  
peop le  want t o  h e l p  o u r  community, b u t  t h e  s a l a r y  w i l l  no t  a t t r a c t  them. I 
t h i n k  Chairman Mafnas h a s  s t a t e d  t h i s  b e f o r e  i n  a  Committee r e p o r t .  I hope you 
unders tand  t h i s .  

D e l c p ~ t e  D~rvid Nnrnt.1 tn:  I nrn Ln !lup])ort o f  tlic ameiidmrnt f o r  t h e  sole r c n ~ o n  
t h a t  we have reduced t h e  s i z e  of t h e  l e g i s l n t u r c .  Now t h a t  wc have reduced t h e  
s i z e ,  I would l i k e  t h c  members t o  r e c o n s i d e r  t h i s  amendment t o  r a i s e  t h e  s a l a r i e e  
from $8,000 t o  $12,000. 

D e l e ~ a t e  Pedro Dela Cruz: 'Illis a f t e r n o o n  wc d i scussed  t h i s  a t  l e n g t h .  We 
even d i s c u s s e d  the  type of people  we would be g e t t i n g  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  
Some of  t h e   delegate^ s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e m a i n  concern of  t h e i r  c o n s t i t u e n t t i  i e  
s a l a r y .  Are we going back agnin t o  t h e  same s u b j e c t  and the  same d i s c u s s i o n ?  
I move we end deba te .  

The motion was scconded. 

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero: Before  we end d e b a t e  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  De lega tes  who 
wish t o  speak. 

Delcgatc  Manucl Tenorlo:  1 d o n ' t  know F f  $12,000 is  proper  o r  $8,000, f o r  t h a t  
m a t t e r .  I f  you compute t h e c o s t o f s a l n r i e s p e r  y e a r  f o r  t h e  14 R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
and 9 Sena to r s  you w i l l  g e t  $276,000 f o r  s a l a r i e s  a l o n e  a t  $12,000 p e r  y e a r  f o r  
each l e g i s l a t o r .  A t  $8.000 p e r  y e a r ,  t h e  c o s t  of s a l a r i e s  i s  $224,000 p e r  y e a r ,  
wl~icll  i s  a  d i f f e r e n c e  of  $52,000. I nm very much concerned w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  
op in ion  regard ing  tile s a l a r y  of  $12,000. As s t a t e d  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  h e l d  
l a s t  week, t h e  p u b l i c  i s  n o t  i n  f a v o r  of $12,000. I b e l i e v e  you have s e e n  
sufficient cvidencc t h a t  i f  t h i s  s a l a r y  of $12,000 i f i  adopted,  we might n o t  g e t  
t h i s  C o n s t i t \ ~ t i o n  r a t l f i c d  by t h e  people .  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  i f  I am i n  o r d e r  I would 
l i k e  t o  amend t h e  motion t o  rcad $10,000. 

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero:  Because of  e x t e n s i v e  deba te ,  we w i l l  proceed w i t h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
motion and n o t  accep t  your motion a t  t h i s  time. 

Delegate  Esteven  kin^: I e t r o n g l y  oppose the  amendment t o  S e c t i o n  10.  Even though - 
you nlny t r a v e l  around t h e  world and you Iiave 10,000 c e r t i f i c a t e s  o r  diplomas, you 
d o n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  have q u a l i t y .  I n  t h i s  Convention, f o r  example, some of t h e  o t h e r  
cand ida tes  who wished t o  be De lega tes  may have been more q u a l i f i e d .  People  of  
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q tm1Lty  a r e  e o n e t i m c s  c r o o k s .  l l r i ~ :  1s  n o t  t o  l l m i t  t h e  s a l a r y  b u t  t o  g i v e  a n  
: i p p r o p r i o t c  nntl a c c u r a t e  st n r t  . Wv n r c  t r y  ill&: t o  ~ t n r t  a b e g i n n i n g  -- t h e  b e g i n n i n g  
<I I' t lic Commoliwc-ti 1 t l i  -- tl1c bv}: i 1111 ilip, o f  o u r  L ~ g i t ; ]  t ~ t u r e .  We had  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  
n l i~ l  t l la  peopli! g~ivc t h c l r  o p  l t ~ i o n n .  Wc necbct t o  t n k c  t l i e a e  o p i n i o n s  i n t o  con- 
~ i c l e r ~ t i o n .  L e t ' s  be more r c n l i s t i c .  We d o n ' t  want t o  c r i p p l e .  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  o u r  
new Commonwealth. To good can  be  t h e  bad and t h e  bod c a n  b e  t h e  good. We n r e  
d o i n g  jumping- jack  d e b a t e  i n  t h i e  Convent ion .  We need  t o  work  s e r i o u s l y  becauue  
o u r  p e o p l e  d e s e r v e  a  w o r k a b l e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  T h i s  I s  a  b e g i n n i n g  and n o t  a l i m i t a t i o n .  

f i t  m i  M I :  I w l ~ l 1  t I )  rlpc:ik In opl)onl  t i o n  o f  t h c  mot ion  t o  
i n c r c n s e  t h e  c u m p c ~ ~ s a t i o ~ l  o f  ttie l e g ~ s l a t o r ' s  f rom $8 ,000  t o  $12,000.  I a m  
b e g i n n i n g  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h i s  Conven t i on .  This a f t e r n o o n  we 
we re  v e r y  much c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  s a l a r i e s  o f  o u r  l e g i s l a t u r e .  
With 2 3  members i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  e ach  e a r n i n g  $12,000,  t h a t  w i l l  mean a 
t o t a l  s a l a r y  of $276,000.  'Sllls f o rmu la  w i t h  f ewe r  l c g i n l a t o r s  i s  more e x p e n s i v e  
t h a n  t l ie  o r i g l ~ i n l  p l a n  o f  niore l e p ; t s l a t o r a ,  b u t  w i t h  less s a l a r y .  The o r i g i n a l  
p l a n  would s a v e  u s  $52 ,000.  A l though  we had  more membership i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
p r o p o s a l  we c o u l d  h a v e  s a v e d  $52,000 w i t h  t h e  $8 ,000 s a l a r y .  S a v i n g  i s  t h e  
p r ime  f a c t o r  i n  o u r  d e c i s i o n .  Therefore, M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I w a n t  t o  b e  c o n s i s t e n t  
t i 1  my p o s i t i o l r  t l i i s  n f t c r n n o r i  a n d  I wont: t o  r e t a i n  t h e  $8 ,000  n s  o r i g i n a l l y  proposed .  

D e l e g a t e  Henry Hof sc l i ne ide r :  We a r e  h a v i n g  s e r i o u s  d i s c u s s i o n  and  I wi sh  a l l  t h e  
D e l e g a t e s  would pay  a t t e n t i o n  and  s t o p  p l a y i n g  a r o u n d  b a c k  h e r e .  

F l o o r  Lcader  Annn: I would l lkr?  t o  ~ p c r l k  on my p o ~ i t i o n  t o  t h e  p roposed  arncndment. -- 
A r ~ u m e n t s  h:~vc* b c e ~ i  paged :IH t o  ttir t ~ c c c ~ ~ i t y  o f  a t t r a c t i n g  q u a l i t y  p e o p l e .  If money 
i f i  u s ed  a s  a  m o r i v n t i o n a l  F a c t o r  f o r  one  t o  p r o d u c e  q u a l i t y  work ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it 
would  b e  p roduced  as i n t e n d e d  o r  a n t i c i p a t e d .  We have  s e e n  q u a l i t y  p e o p l e  f o r c e d  
t o  r e s i g n  f rom p u b l i c  o f f i c e s  f o r  a c t i v i t i e s  wh ich  n e v e r  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  
dcvelopment  o f  t l l c  pcoplc.  -- n c t l v ! t  l c ~ s w h i r h  we re  i l l c g n l  i n  n n t u r e .  These  p e o p l e  
wcrt. [NIL i n  L l r r r ~ c r  c) f V l c t - ~  I,rc.:l~lne 1 t wrrrr t l ~ o r ~ p , I ~  L tl~t!y wc rc  q u a l i t y  pcop l e .  So  t h e  
iirgtimcnt tlillL money w l l l  r l t t r a c t  q u a l i t y  p c o p l e  i s  a r e l a t i v e  a rgument  a n d  c a n n o t  
be  u sed  i n  i ts  a b s o l u t e  s e n s e .  Furthermore, 1 would  l i k e  t o  e n t e r t a i n  t h i s  
Conven t i on  by b e i n g  n  v i c t i m  o f  c i r c u m s t a n c c s  due  t o  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n .  On many 
o c c n s i o n s  I havc  r i s c n  t o  d e f e n d  p e o p l e  a s  I sow f i t .  On o c c a s i o n s  t h e  m a j o r i t y  
113s v o t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  d i c t a t e s  o f  my own r e a s o n i n g .  Now p u b l i c .  o p i n i o n  h a s  
spoken  once  a g a i n  and  we n r e  b a c k  o n c e  a g a i n  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  is 
n o t  t h a t  a c c u r a t e  and  a p p r o p r i a t e .  A 1 1  o v e r  t h e  M a r i a n a s  t h e  p e o p l e  are t i r e d  
oE t l ie  work o f  t l i c  l c g f s l ~ t o r ' s .  I r e g r e t  t h a t  t h i s  had  t o  happen  b e c a u s e  I 
tl i i r ik t h e  legislature h o ~  done  nuny u c r v i c e u  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e .  Bu t  t h i s  is t h e  
cnsc alld I am nrlswcr:rhle t o  110 c o u r t  o f  b e l ~ a v J o r  c x c c p t  t h e  d i c t a t e s  o f  my own 
r e a s o n i n g .  I w i l l  n o t  p l a c e  a g a i n  myse l f  t o  be  a  v i c t i m  o f  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  L e t  
u s  p l a c e  o u r  d e c i s i o n  on  what  t h e  p u b l i c  d e s i r e s .  The p e o p l e  h a v e  spoken and  
t h e y  want a  s a l a r y  wh ich  is low, a  s a l a r y  which  i s  c o m e n s u r a t e  t o  what t h e y  
f e e l  is a p p r o p r i a t e  -- $8 ,000  is  a p p r o p r i a t e .  

The mot ion  was s e c o n d e d .  

P r c s i d c n t  G u e r r c r o :  Tllerc a r e  s t i l l  t l l r e e  o t l l c r  p e o p l e  who w i s h  t o  speak .  Would 
you wi thdraw y o u r  mo t ion?  I 

D e l e g a t e  V i c c n t e  Manglona:  I wi t l ldraw my mo t ion .  

Delcgntc L u i s  1-Lmt-9: 1 hnve  come t o  L I I P  c o n c l ~ l s i o n  t h a t  we a r e  s o  conce rned  a b o u t  
otlrsc'1vc.q t l i a t  wcl Iinvc., morc o r  l e s ~ ,  forp,nttc.n wily wc a r c  I l c r c .  I n  r e g a r d  t o  
c o m p e ~ i s n t i o n ,  I t h i n k  a l l  o f  u s  have  s a c r i f i c e d  someth ing .  We h a d  t o  come h e r e  t o  
f o rm  some th ing  t h n t  was a l r e a d y  dreamed o f ,  y e t  i t  i s  s a d  t h a t  a few o f  u s  a r e  
s t i l l  d r eaming  o f  c h a r i s m a .  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I t h i n k  t h e  m a j o r i t y  h a s  spoken.  W e  
w i l l  be  fo rming  a n  l n t e r n n l  Government t h a t  w l l l  e n n b l e  u s  t o  gove rn  o u r s e l v e s ,  
n t ~ d  tl11.r is  lie morncnr t h n t  wc! rihould make n s n c r i f l c e ,  b e c a u s e  what  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t - a t e s  [ ins g i v e n  us i s  s e v e n  s l r o r t  y e a r s .  We have  made p romiuee  t o  o u r  c o n s t i t u e n t s  
t h a t  we w i l l  do  what  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  b e t t e r m e n t  o f  t h e  f u t u r e .  Yet  I f e e l  s a d ,  
b e c a u s e  we a l l  know a s  w o r k i n g  p e o p l e  t h a t  we need  t o  make a s a c r i f i c e .  L e t  u s  
s ta r t  f rom t h e  b o t t o m  a n d  work up.  We d o n ' t  s t a r t  f rom t h e  t o p  and  f a l l  down t o  
t h e  bo t t om.  I f e a r  i f  we s t a r t  f r om t h e  midd l e ,  which  is $12 ,000 ,  we c o u l d n ' t  
e x p l a i n  t o  o u r  p e o p l e  t h n t  $12 ,000  t s  good.  I t h i n k  t h e  f a l s e  l ies ,  and  I am 
s o r r y  t o  s a y  t h i s ,  b u t  we a r e  t h e  o n c s  who a r e  g o i n g  o u t  and  g i v i n g  them money. 
"But i f  you b e l i e v e  i n  m e ,  I w i l l  d o  t h i s  f o r  you." T h e r e  are t i m e s  when wha t  
wc : i r c  d o i n g  is n o t  p r o p e r .  
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I f e e l ,  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  S e c t i o n  1 0 ,  $8,000 is t h e  p rope r  s a l a r y  f o r  t h e  member8 
o f  t l ~ c  l c g l s l n t u r e .  

Dc lcgn te  Pingclnlt?nn (::rmlnct~-m- A t  t l ~ l s  t imc 1 woultl l i k e  t o  e n d o r s e  t h e  amendment 
----.. 

~ f u c e  t h e  n u n ~ i ~ c r  o f  l~urmberrl 111 t l lc llouve tias been rcduccd t o  14. The reason  I 
endorsed $8,000 i n  t-\re b e ~ i n n l l l g  f s  because  we had p n ~ s e d  t h e  p r o p o s a l  f o r  t l ie 
number of  m e m b e r s o f t h e  House t o  be 1 9 .  We have t o  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  o u r  s t a n d a r d s  
of  l i v i n g  w i l l  be  go ing  up. I f  we a r e  going t o  g i v e  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  $8,000 and 
then  some of t h e  c l e r k s  $8,000,  I d o n ' t  know how you w i l l  d i s t i n g u i ~ h t h e t w o .  
I ,  t t r e r e f o r e ,  move f o r  previous q u e s t i o n .  

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero:  I s t i l l  llnve s p e a k e r s  who wish  t o  speak.  

De leun te  Magdnlena Camcho:  I unde r s t and  t h a t ,  b u t  we have been d e l i b e r a t i n g  t h i s  
s i n c e  Committee of t h e  Whole. 

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero:  T h i s  is  a  v e r y  impor t an t  s t a g e  o f  t h i s  Convent ion and we need 
t o  d e l i b e r a t e  t h i s  i s s u e  a s  much a s  we can.  

De lega te  F r a n c i ~ c o  P n l a c i o s :  Tllis morrllng I asked t h e  Committee o f  t h e  Whole t o  
r cduce  t h e  s n l n r y  because  t h e  proposed number o f  members f o r  t h e  House and 
t h e  S e n a t e  was 28 and i t  would c o s t  o u r  peop le  $336,000. T h i s  e v e n i n g  we reduced 
t h e  number t o  2 1  and proposed t o  g i v e  each  l e g i s l a t o r  $12,000. Tha t  would b e  
$252,000. I f  we keep t h e  composi t ion a t  28 and g i v e  each  member $8,000, t h a t  would 
be a  d i f f e r c n c c o f $ 2 6 , 0 0 0 .  Now, t l ic number was reduced t o n i g h t  by 25 p e r c e n t .  
Otllcr t h a n  e a l n r y ,  t h c r e  w-1.11 be more expenseR w i t h  a  h lgh  number o f  l e g i s l a t o r s  -- 
s t n f f ,  m a t e r i a l s ,  o f f i c e  expenses  and  o t h e r  f r i n g e  b e n e f i t s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i f  we 
keep  t h e  compensat ion a t  $12,000 and r e d u c e  t h e  number o f  members we a r e  r educ ing  
t h e  a c t u a l  c o s t .  W e  need t o  look  a t  o u r  economy and  l a b o r  market .  As soon a s  
t l ie Marinnas hecomee n  constitutional government o u r  peop le  w i l l  be a b l e  t o  move 
t o  t h e  mninland. U n l c s ~  we compenRnte o u r  peop le  b e t t e r ,  we w i l l  n o t  b e  a b l e  
t o  a t t r a c t  good peop le .  I am l o o k i n g  a t  a l l  a r e a s  t o  a s ~ e e s  and a n a l y z e  t h e  c o s t .  
I f e e l  t h a t  i f  we r educe  t h e  number o f  l e g i s l a t o r s  i n  t h e  lower  house  t o  14 ,  we 
need t o  g e t  good q u a l i f i e d  peop le .  

De lczn te  Jone  nor jn :  1 w i s l ~  t o  ~ p e n k  i11 Rupport o f  t l ~ e  amendment. A l o t  o f  
s p e a k e r s  have s a i d  tlrc peop le  n r e  i n  o b j e c t i o n  of  t h e  h i g h e r  sa l . a ry ,  h u t  T 
t h i n k  t h e  compos i t ion  was a c t u a l l y  t h e  main conce rn .  ~ f t e r  r ev iewing  t h e  
p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  r e p o r t s ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  ccmpos i t ion  was t h e  p e c ~ p l e ' s  conce rn  
and n o t  sal.ar)r. I am i n  agreement w i t h  De lega te  P a l a c i o s '  s t a t e m e n t .  A . p ~ . r e o n  
w i l l  scck n b e t t e r  o l ) l ) o r t ~ t n l t y  ne f n r  .IH ~ n l a r y .  By o f f e r i n g  a h i g h  s a l a r y  
f o r  t h e  j o b  of  l e g i s l a t o r  you w i l l  c r e a t e  co rnpe t l t i on  and g e t  b e t t e r  q u a l i f i e d  
peop le .  I am i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  amendment. 

De lega te  Vicen te  Manglona: P o i n t  of  i n fo rma t ion .  I b e l i e v e  D e l e g a t e  P a l a c i o s  
made a  m i s t a k e  i n  h i s  speech .  It s h o u l d  be 23  members and n o t  21. 

Chairman Benigno F i . t i a l :  I r i v e  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  proposed amendment, which 
w i l l  i n c r e a s e  t h e  a n n u a l  s n l o r y  of  tire l e g i s l n t o r ' s  from $8,000 t o  $12,000. I 
want t o  be  c o n s i s t e n t .  We nnetl t o  b a s e  t h e  s a l n r y ,  f i r s t  on t h e  need,  and t h e n  
on tlre a v n i l a b l e  r caourcco .  Z u n d e r ~ t a n d  t h a t  compensat ion compliments t h e  
c o m p o ~ i t i o n  o f  t h e  lc . . f l fn lnturc .  A t  t h e  prcser l t  t ime  t h e  Nor the rn  Marianae o r e  
c a p a b l e  o f  g e n e r a t i n g  o n l y  s l i g h t l y  o v e r  one m i l l i o n  d o l l a r e  p e r  annum. If t h e  
compos i t ion  of  12-1-1 f o r  t h e  lower  house  and 3-3-3 f o r  t h e  uppe r  house  i e  approved,  
t h a t  w i l l  be  $276,000 i n  s a l a r y  a l o n e  p e r  annum f o r  just tlic l e g i s l a t u r e .  Tha t  
r e p r e s e n t s  17 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  c o l l e c t e a  p e r  annum f o r  t h e  Nor the rn  Marianas ,  
17 pc*rrcnt  woc~ld p,o (.o 2 1  l t ~ ~ I ! ~ l t i t o r ~  W I I I C I I  IH o r ~ l y  n f r i ~ c t i o n  o f  t h e  t o t a l  
popu ln t io i l  of  15,000 peop lc .  I n  t h e  f n t e r e s t  o f  o u r  meager economy, $8,000 
f o r  t h e  annua l  s a l a r y  o f  o u r  l e g i s l a t o r ' s  is  s t i l l  h i g h  compared t o  t h e  ave rage  
wage e a r n e r ,  who e a r n s  $3,000 p e r  annum. T h i s  c a n  b e  remedied i n  t h e  f u t u r e  and 
we have provided a remedy i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  a n  ad jus tmen t  t o  b e  made i f  
i t  is  war ran ted .  T h e r e f o r e ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I move t o  end d e b a t e .  

The mot ion was seconded.  

P r e s i d e n t  Guerre-ro: The Cllnir s t i l l  hns peop1.e who wish t o  s p e a k  on t h i s  i s s u e .  
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D c l e ~ a t e  Olympio Bor j a :  I r i s e  i n  s u p p o r t  of  an  i n c r e a s e  i n  s a l a r y ,  b u t  n o t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  t o  $12,000. Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  i f  we approve t h e  $8,000 i t  w i l l  b e  f o r  
a t  l e n e t  f o u r  y e a r s  nu prov ided  i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  from t h e  d a t e  t h e  C o n ~ t i t u t i o n  
t r l k p ~  e f f e c t .  Thnt mcnnn wc w l l l  be ~ e t t t n ~  t l ic  1 . c g i s l n t o r ' a  a a l a r i e e  f o r  a t  
JC\IIH t. f i v e  YC-11 r~ . I I O ~  J l ~ r ~ t :  I'or onc or two. I(c.nlcml,c.r whcn t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f i x e d  
t l l c  s n l n r y  l o r  t t ic ( : o n s t i t u t l u n n l  Co~ivcn t ion  Dclegates ,  t h e y  went ahead w i t h  t h e  
$30 p e r  day. That  would g i v e  you c l o s e  t o  $11,000 p e r  y e a r  a t  t h e  $30 p e r  day r a t e .  
me l e g i s l a t u r e  s e t  t h a t  s a l a r y  t o  a t t r a c t  con~pe ten t  peop le ,  and I am p l e a s e d  t o  
Gee tlre q u a l i t y  h e r e .  I would l i k e  t o  c a l l  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  De lega te s  t o  
t l ic Consumer l ' r icc  Indcx i n  t h e  Pnc i f . l c  Dni ly  News on Novembcr 23rd. On page 
6 A,  i t  shows t h a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g  has  gone up 3 1  p e r c e n t  w i t h i n  f o u r  y e a r s .  
S i n c e  1972, t h e  Congress  o f  Micones ia  h a s  been r e c e i v i n g  $12,000 p e r  annum f o r  
e a c h  Congressm?n. Should we t r a p  t h e  new l e g i s l a t o r s  a t  t h e  $8,000 p e r  y e a r  s a l a r y  
w i t h  t h e  coa t  of l i v i n g  r i s i n g  a s  f a s t  ns i t  i s ?  We need t o  l o o k  at  o t h e r  s a l a r i e s  
h c s  l d e s  tlrosc of t t ie l e p , i s l n t o r l s .  Thcre  w i l l  be  changes  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  We need 
t o  frame a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  p r o v i d e  some lee-way, a t  l e a s t  t o  $11,000, s o  
we w i l l  be  f a i r  t o  o u r  l e g i s l a t o r s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  I would l i k e  t o  a s k  my f e l l o w  
D e l e g a t e s  t o  a t  l e a s t  c o n s i d e r  $11,000.  I f  we have 23 l e g i s l a t o r s  a t  $11,000 p e r  
annum, t h a t  would be  $253,000 p e r  annum, a  s a v i n g s  of $23,000. I would l i k e  t o  
a s k  t l in t  t h e  De lega te s  a t  l e a s t  c o n s i d e r  $11,000, even though I don ' t  f e e l  $12,000 
is  t o o  high.  Ttris i s  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  a  good l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  Thank you. 

De lega te  Juan P. Tenor io:  When I v o t e d  on t h e  compensation t h i s  a f t e r n o o n ,  I was n o t  
g e t t i n g  t h a t  f i g u r e  from t h e  a i r ,  I a r r i v e d  a t  i t  a f t e r  some s t u d y .  The r evenue  
t o  b e  c o l l e c t e d  i n  1978 is o n l y  1 . 6  m i l l i o n .  The p o t e n t i a l  c o s t  of t h e  new 
l c g i s l n t u r e  is a  m i l l i o n  p l u s .  What w i l l  t h e  t h e  peop le  o f  t h e  Cornmonwealth do? 
W i l l  t h e y  b e n e f i t  t h a t  much? A s  De lega te  F i t i a l  s a y s ,  $8,000 is t o o  much. L e t ' s  
bc  r e a l i s t i c .  

!kklc.flnte .Jose C:rtlz: I linvc Iic-nrd ~ o m c  I ) r l~p, :~tc*s  ~ p c n k  a g a i n s t  t h e  $12,000 p c r  
I I 1 I 1 .  0 1 1  t l l c  o t l i c r  tiand, tlionc wtlo fnvnred  i t  a r e  now s p e a k i n g  
a g a i n s t  i t .  I s t i l l  say  t h a t  you can a t t r a c t  q u a l i t y  peop le  w i t h  a  good s a l a r y ,  
b u t  i f  t h i s  Convention s e r i o u s l y  wants  t o  s a v e  some money, why n o t  lower t h e  
s a l a r y .  I, t h e r e f o r e ,  move t o  amend t h e  amendment t o  $6,000 p e r  annum s a l a r y  
f o r  each  l e g i s l n t o r  . 

'I'llc lnotiun wns sccondccl. 

P r e s i d e n t  Gucrrero:  I w i l l  n o t  e n t e r t a i n  your  motlon a t  t h i s  t ime .  

D e l e g a t e  Pedro A t a l i g :  I witl idraw my mot ion,  Mr. P r e s i d e n t .  

D e l e g a t e  J o s e  Cruz: I move t h a t  t h e  s a l a r y  f o r  t h e  l e g i s 1 3 t o r 1 s  be s e t  a t  $6,000 
p e r  annum. 

Tlie mnt. ion w n o  ac-contlc*d . 
P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero:  Do I u n d e r s t a n d ,  I l e l ega tc  A t a l i g ,  t h a t  you a r e  wi thdrawing 
your  motion a f t e r  v e r y  e x t e n s i v e  d e l i b e r a t i o n ?  

D 6 l c p t e  Pcdro A t n l x  Yc*s, Mr. l ' rca  i ticsnt. -- 

D e l e g a t e  Ramon Villagomez: I am i n  f u l l  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  $8,000 and I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  we shou ld  d e b a t e  t h e  s u b j e c t  any l o n g e r ,  I ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  move t h a t  we end 
d e b a t e .  

The motion wns sccontlcd and ca r r f cc l .  

D e l e g a t e  J o s e  Cruz: I f  t h i s  Convent ion s e r i o u s l y  wi shes  t o  s a v e  p u b l i c  money, we 
s h o u l d  lower t h e  s a l a r i e s  t o  $6,000.  I ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  moved t h a t  t h e  s a l a r y  of  t h e  
l c g i s l a t o r ' s  $6,000 p e r  olinum, whlcli is  an amendment t o  A r t i c l e  11, S e c t i o n  1 0  
o f  our d r a f t  C o n ~ t i t u t i o n .  

The motion t o  amend A r t i c l e  11, S e c t i o n  1 0  of t h e  d r a f t  c o n s t i t u i o n ,  t h a t  
t h e  salary o f  t h e  l c g i s l a t o r l s  b e  $6,000 i n s t e a d  of  $8,000 p e r  annum was v o t e d  
011 Ilv r o l l  c n l l  . Tllc- v o t c  wan as i o l lown:  

Y l 3 :  D ~ b L ~ g a t e s  Pe l l l l e  A t a l i g ,  F r l l x  Ayuyu, Olylnplo UorJa,  Gregor io  Ca lvo ,  
A ~ t t o n i o  Camacho, hlagdalenn Camacho, J o s e  Cru r ,  Pedro  Dela Cruz, H i l a r i o  
D i a r ,  Henry Hofsc l ine ide r ,  Pedro I p i t o l ,  Es t even  King, J o s e  Mafnas, 
Bcnj amin W n g l o n a ,  P r u d e n c i o  ?fang1 ona, V icen te  Manglona, Leon Ta i sacan ,  
and Pedro A t a i i g .  
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No: De lega tes  Dnvid A t a l i g ,  V icen te  At t ao ,  Lu i s  Benavente,  J o s e  Bor ja ,  
Cnrloa Cnmncho, Dnniel  Cns t ro ,  Junn S. Dcmnpnn, Benigno F i t i a l ,  Herman 
Gucrrero,  La r ry  Guer re ro ,  I~tis Linlcss, David M a r a t i t a ,  Pedro Ogo, 
Troncisco P a l n c f o ~ ,  Oecnr Rnsn, Juan Tenorio ,  Manuel Tenor io ,  Joaqu in  
T o r r e s ,  J e s u s  Vlllngomez, and Ramon Villogomez. 

The motion was de fen ted .  

De lega te  Juan S.  Dempnn: I t h i n k  we hnve n problem i n  t h i s  Convention. I t h i n k  - 
t h e  C o n v c n t i o ~ ~  hns no s c ~ ~ s c .  o f  t h u g l l t  h e r e .  We n r c  running back  and f o r t h .  
I want t h e  adopt ion of  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  branch.  I t h i n k  we shou ld  a d o p t  t h e  12-2-1 
composi t ion i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  12-1-1 composi t ion of t h e  lower house. It is o n l y  an 
a d d i t i o n  o f  one man. I t h i n k  we h a v e s t r o n g j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we should 
nrguc a l l  n i g h t  long.  Rota nceds  an  n d d i t i o n o l  man i n  Congress.  Our problem is 
t h a t  Rota needs one n d d i t i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i n  t h e  lower house. 

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero: There  w i l l  b e  a s h o r t  r e c e s s  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  c a l l  o f  t h e  Chair .  

The Convention r e c e s s e d  a t  10:28 p.m. 

RECESS 

The Convention reconvened a t  10 : 40 p .m. 

F l o o r  1,endc.r llrwn: T movc f o r  t h e  prevloun r l r i c ~ t i o n .  

The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

Motion t o  adopt  A r t i c l e  11, r e g a r d i n g  "~ .ep , i s l a t ive  Branch," a s  amended 
hy t l ~ e  Committee of t h e  Wl~olcr wna vo tcd  on by r o l l  c n l l .  The v o t e  was a s  f 0 1 ~ 0 ~ 8 :  

YES: Delegates  F e l i x  Ayuyu, L u i s  Bennvente, J o s e  Bor ja ,  Olympia Bor ja ,  
Antonio Camacho, C a r l o s  Camacho, Magdalena Camacho, D a n i e l  Cas t ro ,  
Juan S. Dewpan ,  Benigno F i t i n l ,  Herman Guerrero ,  Lorenzo Guerrero ,  
Pedro I g i t o l ,  F ranc i sco  P a l a c i o s ,  Oscar Rass ,  Juan Tenor io ,  Manuel 
Tenorio ,  Joaqu in  T o r r e e ,  J e s u s  Villagomcz and Ramon Villagomez. 
( 20  v o t c s  p l u s  2 n b s t n i n  v o t e s )  

NO: De lega tes  F e l i p e  A t a l i g ,  Pedro A t a l i g ,  V icen te  A t t a o ,  Gregor io  
Calvo, J o s e  Cruz,  Pedro Dela Cruz, H i l a r i o  Diaz, Henry Hofschneider ,  
Estevcrl Kicg, Luis  Limes, .lose Mafnas, Benjamin Manglona, Prudencio  
Manglona, Vfcen te  Manglona, Pedro Ogo and Leon Ta i scan .  (16 v o t e s )  

ABSTAIN: De lega tes  David A t a l i g  and David M a r a t i t a .  (2 v o t e s  which were 
counted aR n  ye^" v o t e ,  o s  p e r  P r e s i d e n t  C u e r r e r o ' s  p r i o r  o rde r . )  

F l o o r  Leader  Rasn: I move t h a t  S e c t i o n  1 of  A r t i c l e  XI, r e g a r d i n g  " L e g i s l a t i v e  
 ranch, " b e  adopted.  

The motion wns sccontlcd. 

De lega te  J o s e  Cruz: I s e e  o p o s s i b l e  pa r l i amen ta ry  maneuver h e r e . B y h a v i n g  
t h i s  Convention p a s s i n g  A r t i c l e  I1 by s e c t i o n s ,  i t  might endanger t h e  b e s t  
i n t c r c s t e  o f  t h e  peop le  o f  t h c  m i n o r i t y  m u n i c i p a l i t y .  

F l o o r  Leader  Rasa: W e  a l l  a g r e e  w i t h  a l l  t h e  S e c t i o n s  o f  A r t i c l e  11, e x c e p t  t h e  
composi t ion o f  t h e  House. In  o r d e r  t o  make t h i s  b r i e f ,  I would l i k e  t o  amend 
my motion t h a t  we approve  a l l  S e c t i o n s  of A r t i c l e  11, excep t  S e c t i o n  3. 

T11c motion was sccondcd. 

De lega te  Benigno F i t i a l :  I move f o r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n .  

The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

F l l ~ o r  Lendcr Rnsn: For  c l i ~ r l f l c n t i o n ,  I t  i s  my l n t c n t f o n  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  passage 
of  a l l  S e c t i o n s  o f  A r t i c l e  1 1 ,  e x c e p t  S e c t i o n  3 ,  I w i l l  make a n o t h e r  motion t h a t  
S e c t i o n  3 b e  placed on tomorrow's c a l e n d a r .  

Motion t o  adopt  a l l  S c c t i o n s  o f  A r t i c l e  IT. r e g a r d i n g  "1.egie lnt ive  Branch," 
excep t  Sect1011 3,  WAS voted on by r o l l  rnll. , Tllc v n t e  wau aH fo l lows :  
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YES: Delegates  David At . l ig , f e l ipe  A t n l i g ,  Viccnte  At tao ,  F e l i x  Ayuyu, 
1.11 l s Det~rtvcnte. . lo t~ r  Dorjn, Olymll lo Ilorjrl, Grcgorio  Calvo, Antonio 
(:rrmrlctio, llnud~t l r . ~ \ r t  (:nnu~clto, I'cdro I)nl r l  (:rtw, .Juan S .  Demaprtn, H l  l r l r lo  
I)lrtz, D P I I  [ R ~ O  I:l I 1111, Itcrmrin (;uc-rt.ero. I.orcr1r.o c;ltprrero, Pedro 1 ~ 1  I .  
1,i1 1 u I ,~III~!II ,  V l  cc.t~l i s  M n n ~  Lol~a, Dnv 111 W r n t  1 t n ,  1'~*dro 080, I'ratlc t1tc.o 
Pn loc ios ,  Oscar Hasa, Juan Tenorio ,  Mnnuel Tenorio ,  J e s u s  Villugomez 
and Ramon Villagomez. (28 v o t e s ,  p l u s ,  2  abs ten t ion) .  

NO: Dtrlegates Car.l.c)s Cnmcho, Daniel  Cns t ro ,  J o s e  Cruz, Henry Hofschncider ,  
Estc?ven Klng, J O R P  Mafnns, P rudcr~c io  M;inglona and Leon Taisacan.  
(8 v o t e s )  

ABSTAIN: Delega tes  Pedro A t a l i g  and Benjamin Manglona. (2 v o t e s  which 
w e r e  counted a s  "yes" v o t e s ,  a s  g e r  P r c s i d e n t  Guer re ro ' s  p r i o r  
o r d e r .  ) 

The motion c a r r i e d .  

A r t i c l e  TI, regard ing  "T.c.gislative Branch," a s  adopted by t h e  Convention on 
Sccond and Fi.nnl Rcntling, cxccpt  f o r  Scc t ion  3, is a s  fol lows:  

ARTIC1.E TI: LEGISLATIVE B U N C H  

S~.c.t ion 1 : I.c&a l!n,t fve Powr,r. TIII. I c g f s l n t  lvc. power o f  t h e  Commonwealth -- ------ 
~ h a l l  extend t o  n l l  r l ~ l ~ t f u l  R I I ~ J ( ! c ~ . s  0 1  l c ~ i ~ l n t i ~ n  nnd s h a l l  bc ves ted  i n  
n  Northern l lar innae Commonwenltl~ l c g i s l n t u r e  compo~ed o f  a  s e n a t e  and n house 
o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  

Scc.t-f-~?A: - _ - -  ~_o-mp,oi~j-t_t_ of  ofltc Srnrt_tz. -..- 
11) ' P l ~ r  II(-nntc ril~n 11 COIII I  1 tlt of n i n e  w m l ) e r ~  wLth t h r e e  member~ 

e l e c t e d  n t  l u r ~ e  from cacll of t h e  t h r e e  s e n n t o r i n l  d i s t r i c t s .  The f i r s t  
s e n a t o r l u l  d i s t r i c t  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of Rota, t h e  second s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  
s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of Tininn and Aguiguan, and t h e  t h i r d  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  
s h a l l  c o n s f s t  of  Satpan and t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  of  it. The e e n a t e  s h a l l  be 
i n c r e a s e d  t o  twelve memhers and t h r e e  members s h a l l  be e l e c t e d  a t  l a r g e  
from a f o u r t h  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  of 
Saipan a t  t h e  f i r s t  r e g u l a r  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  popu la t ion  o f  t h e s e  
i s l a n d s  exceeds one thousand pe rsons .  

I)) 'I'llc Lcrm o f  o f f t c c  f c ~ r  ncnn tor  s h e l l  be  f o u r  y e a r s  
excep t  t l ~ i ~ t  t l ~ c  cnndidnte  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  t h i r d  h i g h e s t  number of v o t e s  
i n  t h e  fLrs r  e l e c t i o n  I n  each  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  s h a l l  s e r v e  a term o f  
two y e u r s .  

r)  A Rcllntor n h n l l  1)c q c ~ n l i f i r d  t o  vo te  i n  t h e  Comnonwenlth, 
n t  1e:isL t.wcnt y - f lve  yrburn nf njic, nncl :I rc!:ldcnt nnd d o m f c i l i a r y  of t h e  
Commonwenlth f o r  a t  Least five y e a r s  immediately p reced ing  t h e  d a t e  on 
which t h e  s e n a t o r  t a k e s  o f f i c e .  A longer  reRLdency and domic i l e  requirement  
m-y be provided by law. 

Sec t ion  4:  Reapportionment nnd R e d i s t r i c t i n g .  
a )  A t  l e a s t  eve ry  t e n  y e a r s  and w i t h i n  one hundred twenty 

days fo l lowing  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t l l b  r e s u l t s  of  a  d e c e n n i a l  census ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
s h a l l  r e a p p o r t i o n  t h e  s e a t s  i n  t h e  house of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o r  r e v i s e  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  
f o r  e l e c t i n g  r c p r c s c n t n t i v e s .  A reapport ionment  o r  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  p lan  s h a l l  
p rov ide  Tor corltiguous and compnct d i s t r i c t s  nnd f o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  by each 
member of  t h e  house of  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of approximately  t h e  same number o f  
r e s i d e n t s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  p e r m i t t e d  by t h e  s e p a r a t e  i s l a n d s  and t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
o f  popu la t ion  i n  t h e  Commonwealth. 

1)) I f  tllc I c g i s l i l t i ~ r c  f n l l ~  t o  a c t  p u r ~ u a n t  t o  s u b s e c t i o n  ( a ) ,  
L ~ I C  governor  sllrt l l  protnulgote o rcapportfonment  o r  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  p l a n  w i t h i n .  
one hundred twenty days a f t e r  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  of  t h e  t i m e  f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
t o  a c t .  The governor ' s  p l a n  s h a l l  be pub l i shed  i n  t h e  same manner a s  an a c t  
of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and upon p u b l i c a t i o n  s h a l l  have t h e  f o r c e  o f  l a w .  Upon t h e  
p e t i t i o n  of any person q u a l i f i e d  t o  v o t e ,  t h e  Commonwealth a p p e a l s  c o u r t  o r  
t h e  United S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t  Court I f  no Commonwealth a p p e a l s  c o u r t  h a s  been 
c r e a t e d  under s e c t i o n  3 o r  a r t i c l e  IV has  o r i g i n a l  and e x c l u s i v e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
t o  review and p l a n  and t o  amend i t  t o  comply w i t h  t h e  requ i rements  of  t h i s  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  o r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a p l a n  i f  t h e  governor h a s  f a i l e d  t o  a c t  w i t h i n  
t h e  time provided.  
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Scctlorl 5: E r ~ r ~ c : t m c * ~ i l  -- o f  I . c . & ~ l / h L  1011. 

n )  Approl~r i n t  Lon and rcvcrliitt b 111s m y  be introduced only i n  
tlic 110iise of ri-lrrc~q(?~ltnt ~ V C I I .  Otlier 111 1 1 ~  m y  be Introduced i n  e i t h e r  house 
of t h e  l c g l s l o t u r e .  

b) A b i l l  s h a l l  be confined t o  one s u b j e c t  except  b i l l s  f o r  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  o r  b i l l s  f o r  t h e  c o d i f i c a t i o n ,  r e v i s i o n  o r  rearrangement o f  
o v i s t i n g  lows. Appropriat ion b i l l s  a h a l l  be l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  
nppr0pr i f l t i011~ .  1.i-p, l s l n t  Lvc compl lnncc w f.th thc requirements of t h i s  sub- 
s e c t i o n  i s  a  cons t i tu t io r ln l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  j u d i c i a l  review. 

c )  The l e g i s l a t u r e  may n o t  e n a c t  a  law except  by b i l l  and 
no b i l l  may be enac ted  without t h e  approva l  of a t  l e a s t  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  
v o t e s  c a s t  i n  each house of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

Sec t ion  6 .  Local  l a w s .  Laws t h a t  r e l a t e  exclusi .vely t o  l o c a l  m a t t e r s  
w i t h i n  one s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  m y  be enac ted  by the  l e g i s l a t u r e  o r  by t h e  
affirmative vote  o f  a  m i j o r i t y  o f  t h e  members r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h a t  d i s t r i c t .  
Tlic l c g i s l n t u r c  s h a l l  defir~ca the  l o c n l  m a t t e r s  t h a t  mey be s u b j e c t  of laws 
ennctcd by the  members from t h e  r c s p c c t i v e  s c n n t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t e ,  lawe enac ted  
through i n i t i a t i v e  by t h e  v o t e r s  of a  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  under a r t i c l e  IX, 
s e c t i o n  1, r e g u l a t i o n s  promulgated by a  nrayor pursuant  t o  a r t i c l e  VI, s e c t i o n  
3(e) , o r  l o c a l  o rd inances  adopted by agenc ies  o f  l o c a l  government e s t a b l i s h e d  
under a r t i c l e  VI, ~ c c t l o n  6(1)). 

Sec t ion  7: Act ion on 1.egis lnt ion by tlie Governor. 
a )  Every b i l l  enac ted  s h a l l  be s igned by t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  

o f  t h e  house i n  which the  b i l l  o r i g i n a t e d  and t r a n s p i t t e d  t o  t h e  governor. 
I f  t h e  governor s i g n s  the  b i l l ,  i t  s h a l l  become law. I f  t h e  governor v e t o e s  
t h e  b i l l ,  i t  s h a l l  be re tu rned  t o  t h e  p r e ~ i d i n g  o f f i c e r  of each house of t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  with n s ta tcmcnt  o f  t h e  reasons f o r  t h e  veto.  The governor may 
ve to  a n  i tem o r  s e c t i o n  i n  an a p p r o p r i a t i o n  b i l l  and s i g n  t h e  remainder o f  
t h e  b i l l .  

b )  The. governor s h n l l  have twenty days i n  which t o  cone ider  
a p p r o p r i n t i o n  b i l l s  and f o r t y  days i n  which t o  cons ider  o t h e r  b i l l s .  I f  t h e  
governor f a i l s  e i t h e r  t o  s i g n  o r  veto a  b i l l  w i t h i n  the  a p p l i c a b l e  p e r i o d ,  
i t  s h a l l  become law. 

c) A b l l  l o r  1tc.m o f  n  1)t 1 1  vctocd I,y t h e  Rovernor may be 
reconsidered by t l ~ c  1egl:il.liturc. I f  two-tlilrdn of the  members i n  each house 
vo te  upon recons idera t ion  t o  p a s s  tile b i l l  o r  i tem, i t  s h a l l  become law. 

Sec t ion  8: Impeachment. The l e g i s l a t u r e  may impeach those  execu t ive  
and j u d i c i a l  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  Commonwealth s u b j e c t  t o  impeachment under t h i s  
C o n s t i t u t i o n .  The llousc of rcprcncnto t i v c s  m y  i n i t i a t e  impeachment proceedings 
by t h e  a f  firnrnt ivc vo te  o f  two-tt1ird.s o f  i t s  members and t h e  s e n a t e  may convic t  
a f t e r  hear ing  by t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  vo te  o f  two-thirds of its members. 

Sec t ion  9 :  Vacancy. A vacancy i n  t h c  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  be f i l l e d  by 
s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  i f  one-half o r  w r e  of t h e  term remains. I f  l e s s  than  
one-half o f  the term remains, t h e  governor s h a l l  f i l l  t h e  vacancy by 
appoin t ing  the unsuccess fu l  cand ida te  f o r  the o f f i c e  i n  t h e  l a s t  e l e c t i o n  
who rece ived  the l a r g e s t  number of vo tes  and i s - w i l l i n g - - t o  s e r v e ,  o r  i f  
no cand ida te  i~ a v a i l a b l e ,  nny perRon q u a l i f i e d  f o r  t h e  o f f i c e  from the  
t l i s t r l c t  r epresen ted .  

S e c t i o n  10: Compensation. The members of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  r e c e i v e  
a n  annual  s a l a r y  o f  e i g h t  thousand d o l l a r s  and reasonable  a l lowances f o r  
expenses provided by low. The s a l o t y  o f  members m y  be changed no more 
than once every f o u r  Y-rH rind only upon tlie r e c o m e n d ~ l t i o n  o f  a n  adv isory  
comiss . ion  t * a t r ~ b l l a h e d  l)y Inw t o  m k c  recommendattone concerning the  compen- 
s a t i o n  of Commonwealth execu t ive ,  legislative and j u d i c i a l  o f f i c e r s .  No change 
i n  t h e  s a l a r y  may be made t h a t  exceeds the  percentage change i n  a n  accep ted  
composite p r i c e  index f o r  the  per iod  a i n c e  t h e  l a s t  change. An i n c r e a s e  i n  
s a l n r y  may n o t  apply t o  tlic l e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  enac ted  i t .  

Sec t ion  11: Other  Government h p l o y m c n t .  A wmber o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
may not  s e r v e  i n  any o t h e r  Commonwealth government p o s i t i o n  inc lud ing  a n  
independent board,  agency, a u t h o r i t y  o r  commission e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h i s  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  o r  by Commonwealth lnw. 
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S e c t  Ion 12:  1rm1tnlt.y. A mcrnhcr o f  t I I ~ .  1 ~ ~ I ~ l r t t ~ r r c  miiy n o t  h e  q u e s t i o n e d  I n  - -- --.- 
: I I I ~  ot IN-r 1 )  \ : I ( . ( .  10  I. I I I I ~  W I - I  I I 1 -11  o  I o t . 1 1 1  111 111 t.n~c.llt 1 1 1  1111- 11.~if4lr1l ~rr t '  rinrl r l  

I I I ~ ~ I I I ~ I ~ -  I. o f  1 . 1 1 ~ 1  1 i ~ ~ 1 t 1  I t i t  1i1.1~ 1 1 1 . 1 ~  110t 11t-  I I I I I )  1 I I ( I  , I  r r-c~ttt W I I  1 le ~ o i ~ i g  L i l  o r  tso~n1ng 
I t . , l n i  11 n11-(,1 I I I R  of  I l ~ c *  I I . V , I I I  1 1 1 1  I I ~ C *  t-xt.t.1)~ { I I I  I r t q t ~ , ~ t ~ l i e  11 f v  Iilny o r  I~rt=~i(:lh 0 1  tiice 
\ ) ( ' l l i ' L '  . 

Sc?ct:ioll 1 3 :  Sess.Lo11~. Ille l e g l ~ l a t t r r c  shnl 1 mcct f o r  o r g n n j z a t ~ ~ t ~ n f 3 l  -- -- 
purposes  on t l ie second ~ o r & : i ~  o f  Jnnu:iry in ~ h c  y e a r  fo l lowing  tlie r e g u l a r  genctral 
r l ~ c t j o n  a t  ~ 1 l l c l 1  mcm1)cr:i o f  tlic. I ( * ~ f s l n t ~ r r i .  nrt. 1.1ectcd nnd shrill be  o  con t inuous  
I1~)cly f o r  tltc- two yc:t rs btat wl*c.li tlicsi. orgnrl l z:it Ir>nr~ l mrct inga . Ench Iiousc s h a l l  
rncct i n  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n s  ils provided by it:; r u l e s  of procedure  and may be 
convened a t  o t h e r  t i m e s  by I.ts p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  o r  by t h e  governor .  When mee t ing  
p u r s u a n t  t o  a c a l l  by t h e  governor ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  on ly  t h o s e  
s u b j e c t s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  c a l l .  

S c c t  ion 14: Orjir~nlznl: Ion and I ' roccdurcs .  
a )  Each h o r ~ s e  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s l i a l l  he t h e  f i n a l  judge o f  t h e  

r l c c t i o n  and q u a l i f i c a t i o r i s  of i t s  mcmber.s and t h e  1 c g i s L a t u r e  may v e e t  i n  t h e  
cot1rt.s t h e  .j u r i s t l i c t  ion t o  t l c t t  rmlnc! contc.ated c l e c t  i o n s  of  members. llach house  
m:ty t-ompc 1 thcb 0 t  tctld1rnc:i. of' n b ~ c r i t  mc*ml,crtc, disc: Jp l i n e  i tu  membern and, by 
t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  of t h r e e - f o u r t h s  of  its members, e x p e l  a  member f o r  
commission o f  t r e a s o n ,  a  f e lony ,  breach o f  t h e  peace ,  o r  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  r u l e s  
of t h a t  house .  

1)) I';~cll IIOII::I. of  ~ l i c b  I C . Y . I S  I:it U ~ C  :illnil choose its p r e s i d i n g  
t ~ l ' i  Lcer from nnx>ng I t s  rncml)c*rs, r.stnl)l l.sh t l lc committees ncccesgary f o r  t h e  
conduct  of i t s  ' b u s i n e s s ,  and promulgate  r u l e s  of  procedure .  Each house  may 
compel t h e  a t t e n d a n c e  and tes t imony o f  w i t n e s s e s  and t h e  p roduc t ion  o f  books  
and pape r s  b e f o r e  t h e  house o r  i t s  commi t t ees .  The ' l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  keep  a 
j o u r n a l  of Its p r o c c e d i n ~ s  t l in t  sh; t l l  be pilbl i s h c d  from day t o  day. 

1:) 'Tlie mcct illgo o f  tlic. I cg IaLn tu rc  a i d  1 t s  c.onnnittees s h a l l  be 
pul)l i c  provided, however, t  tiat each Iiouse o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  o r  a  l e g i s l a t i v e  
comrnlttee m;ly mcct In exccu t  Lvc ~ C S R  Ion i f  n l ~ t h o r i z e d  by t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  vobc 
of  two-t l l l rds  (7 I: tlic* meml)cnr:; of till. I I ~ I I R ' .  N o  f Inn1 f ic t ion on any legislative 
tnn t tc'r mny I l c .  t l i  k1.11 it1 cbxc-c.r~t Ivcb A C : ~ . L I  1011 . 

S e c t i o n  15: _!:onduct n f  Nemhers. A rncml~er o f  t h e  l e g l s l a t u r e  who h a s  a  
f i n i lnc in l  o r  person;lL l r l t c r c s t  I n  n h I l l  11c.fore thca l c g j  s1; i ture  s h a l l  d i s c l o s e  
t11:it I n t c r c s t  nncl nlny n o t  v c ~ t c ?  on t l~c .  I )  I I I . 'I ' ll(. I c .g is la tur t !  s h a l l  e n a c t  a  
co~nprchcns  l vc c'oilc o f  corlcluct f o r  I  t s  mc.ml)c.rs t  ll;it  include^ n def l n i t i o n  o f  
p rope r  conduct f o r  members w i t h  c o n f l i c t s  of  i r i t e r c s t  and n d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  
p r o p e r  scope  o f  d e b a t e  i n  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  

F loo r  Lender Rasa: I move t h a t  S e c t i o n  3  o f  A r t i c l e  11, r ega rd ing  "Composition o f  
thc  Housc of Represen t :~ tLvcs , "  tic. plncctl  on  t l lc  cnlerlclnr f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  t o m r r o w  
111iJer " S p e c i a l  Ordc r s  o f  t h e  [lay." 

Tl~e motion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

F loor  I.cndc r Kns:~: r move t lin t  wib  rcclcss 1111 t  1  l 0 : 00 a .  m .  t omnrrow. -- 
The mot ion was seconded.  

p e l e g n t e  F e l l p e  A t a l l g :  P o i n t  of p r i v i 1 t . g ~ .  At t h i s  t ime  i t  g i v e s  me an honor  t o  ask 
t l ic  I I O U H C  to recognize. t l ~ c  pril!:c~lccb of  W~yo r Fc l l l)ct Mc.ndiolit, M ~ t n i c i p n l i t y  o f  T l n i a n ;  
b1:1yor Ar~toii I o At ; I  I I K~ b l ~ t i i  I c i11:1 I I 1 y o I Iio I :I ; t I I ( *  I ~ I J I I C I  rat) I e A1 fot~!io l % o r j a ,  T in ian  
( : L ) L I I I ~  l.lrn;i~l; and t l r .  1  l x Hcil);tul llnnil, I' ~ C ' S  Ld('11t o r  t l l ( :  IJ~ilLed C a r o l i n i a n  A ~ s o c i a  t i o n ;  
and a l l .  p r e s e n t  i n  t h c  g a l l c r y  t h i s  evi-nit lg.  

Motion t o  r e c e s s  c a r r i e d .  

The Convention r e c e s s e d  a t  10:55 p.m. 

-&.-vz= Pedro PI.  / \ t ; l l  i!: 
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