
Sta tcmcnt  .of t h e  Cor:.~nlj.ttee on 
. Governnkntal  I n s t i t u t i o n s  

R e g a r d i n g  Local  
G o v e r n ~ ~ e n t  and L i c u t c n a n t  

Governors 

The members o f  t h e  Conxnittee on ~ o v e r n m e n t a l  
'a 

I n s t i t u t i o n s  have ' spen t  many days  i n  c o n s i d e r i n g  v a r i o u s  

p r o p o s a l s  r e l a t i n g  t o  l o c a l  governrmnt and t h e  r e s p o n s i -  

b i l i t y  f o r  de l - ivery  of p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s  on t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

i s l a n d s  u,nder t h e  new Conunonwealth. These p r o p o s a l s  have 

g e n e r a l l y  focused  ' t he  c r e a t i o n  of c e r t a i n  o f f  ic%s.'on 

each  i s l a n d  -- c a l l e d  e i t h e r  a mayor . o r  l i e u t e l l a n t  governor  

-- who a r e  p o p u l a r l y  e l e c t e d  by t h e  peop le  o.n t h a t  i s l a n d  
;. b) . 

and have c e r t a i n  powers r e g a r u l n g  l o c a l  m a t t e r s  and t h e  ,' 
? 

d e l i v e r y  of  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s .  One such p roposa l  ( c r e a k i n g  

t h e  o f f i c e  of 'mayor) was i n c o r p o r a t ~ d  i n  t h e  proposed . . 
a r t i c1 . e  on l o c a l  government and iqas adopted i n  p r i n -  

c i p l e  by a s l i m  m a j o r i t y  of  t h e  C o r n i t t e e  o f  t h e  Who.l& on 
* 

November 11, 1 9 7 6 .  T h i s  Conmit tee  h a s  been c o n s i d e r i n g  - 

a n o t h e r  such p r o p o s a l ,  c r e a t i n g  t h e  o f f i c e  of  l i e u t e n a n t  

governor  w i t h  g r e a t e r  power o v e r  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s  t h a n  t h e  

powers posses sed  by the .mayor s  t o  b e  e s t a b l i s i l e d  under  t h e  

l o c a l  government a r t i c l e .  T h i s  p roposa l  h a s  nob been . . 
i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e  recommended a r t i c l e  on t h e  e x e c u t i v e  

. . 

branch  a n d t h i s b r i e f  s t a t e m e n t  i s  des igned  t o  summarize &he- -  

p o s i t i o n s  of  t h e  Conunittee members on  t h i s  i s s u e .  



Sev.era.1 r,?c:nbcl-s of t h e  Coinni t tee  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t  

t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  p r o p o s a l  adxrancad by t h e  d e l e g a t e s  

from Rota  and T i n i a n .  These  s u p p o r t e r s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a n  

o f f i c e  s h o u l d  be c r e a t e d  t h a t  p o s s e s s e s  s u p e r v i s o r y  -power 

o v e r  t h e  d e l i v e r y  of p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s  on e a c h  i s l a n d ,  

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  power t o  a p p o i n t  su .pe rv i so ry  p e r s o n n e l .  and 

t o  expend a p p r o p r i a t e d  f u n d s .  I t  i s  n o t  i m p o r t a n t  w h e t h e r  

t h e  o f f i c i a l  b e  c a l l e d  a  mayor o r  a  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  so 

l o n g  as t h e  o f f i c e  p o s s e s s e s  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  powc?rs.- The 

d e l e g a t e s  from Rota  a ~ d  T i n i a n  emphr;size t h a t  t h e s e  f u l l  

powers a r e  n e c e s s a r y  t o . e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  i n j u s t i c e s  o f  t h e  

p a s t  a r e  n o t  r e p e a t e d  on thei*;  i s l a n d s  u n d e r  t h e  new ,. 

C o n s t i t u t i o n  ( e i t h e r  i n  t h e  l o c a l  government  a r t i c l e  or execu- .- 
I 

t i v e  b r a n c h  a r k i c l e ) ,  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  £rom Rota  and T i n i a n  

m a i n t a i n  t h a t  t h e y  would p r e f e r  t o  r emain  u n d c r  t h e  p r e s e n t  

s y s  tern o f  gox;ernment i n  t h e  N o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a s .  

The o t h e r  members o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  have  d e c i d e d  t h a t  
I 

f u r t h e r  d e b a t e  on  t h i s  i s s u e  a t  t h i s  t i m e  i s  n o t  u s e f u l .  

Plany o f  t h e s e  members o p p o s e  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t .  g o v e r n o r  p r o p o s a l  

as b e i n g  i m p r a c t i c a l ,  e x p e n s i v e  and unnecessary . .  O t h e r s  . .. 
s i m p l y  want  more t i m e  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  m a t t e r .  These  . 
members o f  t h e  ~ o h ~ i t t e e '  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  S p e c i a l  ~ornrni tf ;ee ' .  . . 
a p p o i n t e d  by P r e s i d e n t  G u e r r e r o  s h o u l d  b e  g i v g n  t i m e  t o  

Y 

d i s c u s s  t h e  i s s u e  and 1001: f o r ' a n  a c c e p t a b l e  compron i se .  T h e s e  



- 3 '-. 
,- 

111en:Scl-s o f  t h c  Cc~c in i t t ce  respects t h e  c iccply- l~cld v i e ~ : ~  of 

t h e i r  f e l l o r  cie1,ecjnte.s fr,hn~ Rota and Ti]-lian and  r e c o g n i z e  

t h a t  no c o n s t i - t u t i o n  i s  p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t ,  s u p p o r t  front t h e  

Rota  and T i n i a n  d e l e g a t i o n s .  These  members o f  t h e  C o n ~ ~ i t t e e  

u r g e  t h e  Conven t ion  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  recommended a r t i c l e  on 

t h e  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n e h  wi . thou t  any renewed d i s c u s s i o n  o n  

t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  (mayor) - i s s u e  u n t i  1 s u c h  t i m e  a s  

t h e  S p e c i a l  Committee i t s  work.  


