
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 
of  t h e  

N O I ~ ' I ' I I I ~ I ~ N  PlAIl 1 A N A  I : ; l A F l l l S  

VERIIA'TI M JOUlCNAL (TRANSCRIPT) 

F o r t i e t h  Day 
Fr iday ,  November 26, 1976 

The C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention of t h e  Northern M a r i ~ n a  I s l a n d s  reconvened 
w h i l e  i n  Committee o f  t h e  Wllole. It was reconvened a t  9 : 5 5  a.m. 

The Honorable Olymplo T. n o r j n ,  Dclegnte ,  p r e s i d e d .  

The Plenary Sess ion  o f  t h e  Convention was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  9 : 5 8  a.m. 

The Honornhlc 1,orrnzn T .  Cuer re ro ,  P r c s i d e n t ,  p res ided  over  t h e  Convention. 

Chairman Olympio Borjn:  'I'he CommCttee of t h e  Whole has  adopted A r t i c l e  XVII, 
r e g a r d i n g  "Oath of Of f i ce , ' '  w i thou t  amendment; A r t i c l e  111, regard ing  "Executive 
Branch o f  Government," wiFlh a s u b s t a n t i a l  number o f  amendments; and A r t i c l e  X I I I ,  
r e g a r d i n g  "Eminent Domain, wi th  suggested changes f o r  s t y l e .  

I move tl lnt tllc Convcntlon adopt  A r t i c l e  X V I I ,  r ega rd ing  "Oath o f  Of f i ce , "  
w i t h o u t  amendment, on Second and F i n a l  Reading. The motion was seconded. 

Motion t o  adopt  A r t i c l e  XVII, r egard ing  "Oath of Of f i ce , "  wi thou t  amendment 
wns voted on by r o l l  c a l l .  The  v o t e  was 36 "Yes", a unanimous adop t ion .  

A r t i c l e  XVII i s  a  fo l lows :  

Sec t ion  1: 0 ~ 1 t l 1  o f  O f f i c e .  A l l  members of  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
and o f f i c e r s  and employees of t h e  Commonwealth and i t s  p o l i t i c a l  sub- 
d i v i s i o n s  t a k i n g  o f f i c e  s h a l l  t a k e  and s u b s c r i b e  t o  t h e  fo l lowing  o a t h  
o r  a f f i r m a t i o n :  

I do solernr~ly nff1.rrn (o r  swenr) t h a t  I 
w i l l  suppor t  and defend t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
and laws of t h e  Commonwealth o f  t h e  Northern 
Fhr iann  I s l a n d s ,  t h e  Covennnt To E s t a b l i s h  a 
Commonwcnlth of t h e  Northern Mar Lana I s l a n d s  
i n  P o l i t i c a l  Union w i t h  t h e u n i t e d  S t a t e s  of 
America, t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  laws and t r e a t i e s  of t h e  
United S t o t e e  o f  America, and t h a t  I w i l l  
f r l l t l ~ l u l l y  d iuchnrge  my d u t i e s  t o  t h e  b e s t  
o f  my a b i l i t y  ( s o  h e l p  me Cod). 

Chairman Olympio Borj a :  I move t h a t  t h e  Convention adopt  A r t i c l e  X I I I ,  r e g a r d i n g  
"Eminent Domain, " a s  amended. 

Tllc mot lo11 wns :ieco~~tlctl .  

De lega te  J o s e  Cruz: In  regard  t o  n unique problem we might f a c e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  
on t h e  i s l a n d  of T i n i a n ,  I would l i k e  t o  d i r e c t  a q u e s t i o n  t o  t h e  c o n s u l t a n t .  
Over two-thirds  of t h e  land on T i n i a n  has  been committed t o  o u r  f u t u r e  n a t i o n a l  
de fense .  This  l e a v c s o n l y o n e - t h i r d  f o r  p u b l i c  use .  I n  S e c t i o n  2 of A r t i c l e  XI11 
i t  s t a t e s  t h a t ,  i n  my unders tand ing ,  t h e  f e d e r a l  government could t ake  more l a n d  
f o r  n a t i o n a l  de fense .  There  i s  no c o n s t r a i n i n g  language t o  p reven t  f u r t h e r  
a c q u i s i t i o n  of p r i v a t e  o r  p u b l i c  l a n d  on T in ian .  Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

Consul ( .ant  W l . 1  l e n s  : A r t l r l c  XITI, which I n  now b c f o r c  t h i s  Convention, is addressed  - - - - - . -  
t o  tllc cmLucnt dom3ln powcr of t h e  Commonwealth, n o t  t h e  eminent power of t h e  Uni ted 
S t a t e s  government. The United S t a t e s  can e x e r c i s e  t h e  r i g h t  o f  eminent domain 
under t h e  terms o f  t h e  Covennnt, b u t  r e s t r i c t i o n s  a r e  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  Covenant. 
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I t  i s  t r u e ,  a s  De lega te  Cruz s a y s ,  t h a t  a d d i t i o n a l  l a n d  cou ld  b e  a c q u i r e d  i f  
needed by t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  government f o r  d e f e n s e  pu rposes  o r  by  t h e  Commonwealth 
unde r  A r t i c l e  XIII. Such l and  c o u l d  b e  tnkcn by t l le  Commonwealth on T i n i ~ n  u n d e r  
S e c t i o n  2 o n l y  I f  no pith1 lr. 1.nnd i s  nvni 1a l ) l c  f o r  t h e  p n r t i c u l a r  pu rpose  -- t h e  
I)il  1 1 t l  i IIK or rl f t c - l l c ~ t ,  l . ! . I I I *  I ) I I  l l r l  1 np: (1 I I  t.o:~tl, o r  c.orlrrt rrtct ion o f  a  power p l a n t .  
1 1  I : I  O I , V I I , I I ~ I  1 0  rllc, Ill111 ' I ' l ~ ~ l r r l r  w ~ ~ ~ l t l  Ire- lr .1.1111.tl  vcsry c .nrcful ly  I)ccnuse t h e r e  is 
s11cl1 l l m l ~ c d  lnnd available LO t l ie c i v i l i o ~ l  cormnurlity t l i a t  I doub t  t h e  Comon- 
w e a l t h  would t a k e  a n y  l a n d  f o r  p u b l i c  pu rposes  on T i n i a n  u n l e s s  i t  was a b s o l u t e l y  
needed f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of tlie p e o p l e  o f  T i n l a n .  

W l c ~ n t e  J o s e  Criiz: Untlcr ~ 1 1 1 s  p r o v l x l o n  i t  c a n  1,c tnk1.n I f  r e q u i r e d ?  

C o n s u l t a n t  Wi l l ens :  Tha t  is  c o r r e c t ,  De lega t e  Cruz .  

D e l c ~ ~ a t c  Ramon V l  Llacomea: I would l l k c  t o  move t h a t  t h e  word " t h a t "  be  
d c l c t e d  f rom tile l o s t  l i n e  o f  A r t i c l e  XIII, S e c t i o n  3 ,  s o  t h a t  i t  w i l l  
r e a d  "... any r i g h t  i n  p r o p e r t y  v e s t e d  p u r s u a n t  . . , I f  a s  a s t y l e  change. 

The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

P l o ~ i r  1.c:iclcr R:l.ra: T undcrstnntl  t h c  Jntc tn t ion  o f  Scct ior l  3  o r  A r t i c l e  XIII, 
liowcvcr, t h e  p h r a s e  used k ind of p u t s  me i n  a bad s i t u a t i o n .  "Such Compensation 
t o  b e  p rov ided  by t h e  Commonwealth may i n c l u d e  mcne ta ry  r e l i e f  o r  p r i o r i t y  
w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s  b u t  s h a l l  n o t  a f f e c t  any 
r i g h t  i n  p r o p e r t y  t h a n  v e s t e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  r e p e a l e d  s t a t u t e  o f  l i m i t a t i o n s . "  
Now, I undc r s tnnd  t h n t  t h c  orrly way t o  coml)cnentc t h e s e  peop le  is f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
o f  p u b l i c  l ands .  Tlre wording i n  t h e  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  seems t o  c o n f u s e  me if 
t h i s  i n  t h e  i n t e n t  o r  whether t h i s  c o u l d  be  c o n s t r u e d  t o  m a n  o t h e r  t h i n g s .  

Dclej-pte F r a n c i s c o  P a l a c I ~ ~ ~ ~ :  T t h i n k  t h e  purpose  h e r e  1 s  t o  accommodate t h e  .- --- 
t ' r ~ l ~ l ~ l ~ l l ~ ~ l t ~ ~ ~ l  o f  t l ~ o s c  who 1 o ~ t  l nnd  ant1 n f i c c t c t l  by n s t n t u t e  o f  l i m i t a t i o n s .  

D e l c g a t e  Pedro  A t a l i g :  1 move t h a t  t h e  Convent ion d e l e t e  t h e  e n t i r e  S e c t i o n  3 
of  A r t i c l e  X I 1 1  a f t e r ,  "Tlie l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  s t u d y  whe the r  t o  r e p e a l a  
s t a t u t e  of l i m i t a t i o n s  c u r r e n t l y  i n  f o r c e  In t h e  Commonwealth w i t h  r e s p e c t  
t o  I.nnd . I 1  

'l'he motion was seco~ i t l cd .  

Dc legs te Elagdalenn Carnacllo : I t h i n k  t h a t  amendment was d e f e a t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
Commit t e e  o f  t h e  \d l~olc .  

1)c lcgote  Jonqu in  T o r r e s :  T h i s  is n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t l ~ c  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  know why 
t h e y  a r e  making a  s t u d y  t o  r e p e a l  t h e  s t a t u t e  o f  l i m i t a t i o n s .  

D c l c g a t e  Ramon Villngomez: In r e g a r d  t o  Oclcgnte  A t a l i g ' s  motion t o  d e l e t e  
t h e  last p a r t  o f  S e c t i o n  3, t h e  word " the"  t a  t h e  modern l e g a l  s t y l e  of 
w r i t i n g  and  d i s c o u r a g e s  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  word "such." 

De lcgo te  Ped ro  A t a l i g :  Dc lega t e  Vi l lagorncz ,  t h e  word "such" and " the"  a r e  
t l lc snmc! t o  mc. Wltnt T wortld l l k c  t o  Rce h c r c  Is, "Tf sirch compensat ion  is t o  
I)c- ~ i ~ - o v l c l ~ ~ c l ,  I' Is tile. worcl " I  f , "  rlo t h a t  1 I w L  l l  1 ) ~ -  c  l c n r  Ltint compensat ion  
tnny n o t  he rcqulrec l .  

D e l e g a t e  F r a n c i s c o  P a l a c i o s :  1 d o  n o t  b e l i e v e ,  "S~ lch  c.ooll)c!n.sation t o  b e  
p r o v i d e d , "  shou ld  b e  d e l e t e d .  I f  you tnke  t h i ~  o u t ,  rheri t l l c r e  I s  n o  
xilf irnntec t l ~ a t  tht-rcl w l l l  I N *  cnmpcnnnt Inn f o r  ~ t . r l i  Inrlcl. 

l ) c l c g a t c  I'c?cIro Atn l  lg:  I would l i k e  t o  d l  r e c t  my que t l t i c~n  t o  D r .  P a l a c . 1 0 ~ .  
S e c t i o n  3 s t a t e s ,  " p r i o r i t y  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  l ands . "  
Arc vou l l m l t i n g  t h e  d i s t r l h u t i o n  of  Lr~ncl r o  o n l y  Sn ipan ,  o r  c o u l d  you 
provicLe cl 1 :;L. r l  but l ou o f  l nnd i n  Rot-:I, too? Srrpposc. n  had l and  t r a n s a c t w ~ i  
occu r red  I.n Salpnn and you wrint t o  mqke a t l i a t r i h ~ r c .  i on ,  cou ld  you go t o  Horn 
and use t h a t  p r o p e r t y  i n  c~xchange? 

D&l.cgate F r a n c i s c o  P a l a c i o ~  I t  i s  n o t  a s  s i&plc  a s  "yes  and no." You have  
t o  bc ve ry  c a r e f u l  w i t h  t h l s  k ind  o f  t h i n g .  

Dc lcap tc .  Fcl-lx Aytlyu: 1 have n q u c s t i o n  on S e c t i o n  3. Does t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  
c o v e r  t r a n s a c t i o n s  between two p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  where t h e  government was 
n e v e r  i n v o l v e d ?  

~?z-k.!:fi t c  P1.~1ro Ocl n Cruz : l'lic ;lnswclr wot~ l c l  prol)nb 1 y  I x  no b e c a u s e  t h e  government 
11;1,1 no I )n s incs s  In t h e  trarl::nct i o n .  Tlt [ s  I s  n t r a n s a c t i o n  between two i n t l i v l d u n l s .  
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Delegate  Jooquin Tor res :  If  t h e  government wns n o t  a  p a r t y  t o  any of  t h e s e  p a s t  
t r m e a c t i o n s ,  then t h e  government w i l l  no t  p rov ide  compensation. 

De leaa te  ---- F e l i x  --. Ay_ciy!l,'. l. would l i k c  t o  d i r e c t  t h i n  quee t ion  t o  t h e  c o n s u l t a n t .  

Consu l t an t  I i l l l c ~ l s :  I tl~lulc t h e  langunge, am i t s  wrl t t e n ,  covers  p r i v a t e  p a r t i e s .  
T h i s  waR made c l e a r  i n  t h e  deba te  by t h e  sponsor  of t h e  p roposa l .  One c a s e  
invo lved  a lnnd d i s p u t e  between r e l a t i v e s  i n  t h e  same family.  That  v a e  a 
t r a n s a c t i o n  between p r i v a t e  p a r t i e s .  

Delegate  Jose  Flafnas: I f  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  i n c l u d e s  a  t r a n s a c t i o n  between an 
i n d i v i d u a l  and t h e  government, and a l s o  between two i n d i v i d u a l s ,  why a r e  we 
r e q u i r i n g  t h e  C o m n w e a l t h  t o  p r o v i d e  compensation? 

De lega te  Ramon V i l l n g o m c z ~  There  might be one o r  two s i t u a t i o n s  where t h e  
s t a t u t e  of l i m i t a t i o n s  has  caused a  person t o  l o s e  h i s  p roper ty  t o  ano ther  
i n d i v i d u a l  wi thout  t h e  government b e i n g  involved.  99.9 p e r c e n t  of  t h e  time, 
t h e  r e a s o n  a  person l o s e s  h i s  l and  is because t h e  government t a k e s  it and 
makes i t  i n t o  a homestead program and g i v e s  i t  away t o  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  
Look a t  San Antonio f o r  instance. Tl~e e n t i r e  o ren  of  San Antonio was owned 
by two people and if those  two want t o  go back and t ake  Sen Antonio, they  
c a n ' t  do t h n t .  What t h e  government can do i m  compensate them by g i v i n g  
them p r i o r i t y  on a homestead i n  a n o t h e r  p l a c e .  The c o n f l i c t  i e  r a r e l y  
between p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  i t  i s  t h e  government t a k i n g  t h e  land.  

De lega te  Francisco P a l a c i o s :  I n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of j u s t i c e  I t h i n k  we owe 
t h o s e  people  who l o s t  t h e i r  l a n d ,  n o t  a t  t h e i r  ovn f a u l t .  Most of  t h e  
l a n d  was l o s t  d u r i n g  t h e  Second World War, and t h e y  were v i c t i m s  of 
c i rcumstence .  

I)t-1c);ntc. Olyn~pio 1h1r1n: ' ~ I I I F I  provrn lnn  I n  provlclcd t o  hnvc t h e  l e g i e l n t u r e  -- 
s t u d y  and r e p e a l  t h e  s tn t r i c  o f  l i m i t n t i o n a .  If t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  doee decided 
t h a t  compensation is  needed then  our  C o n s t i t u t i o n  p rov ides  t h i s .  I f e e l  
t h i s  p a r t  should n o t  be d e l e t e d  from S e c t i o n  3. 

n c l c g n t e  Jose  Crrt..: I nni 1.n f u l l  sup1)ort of S c c t i o n  3 o f  A r t i c l e  X I I I .  --. 
A f t e r  t h e  end o f  World War 11 o u r  people  were confused nnd a t  t h a t  t ime 
we d i d  n o t  have t h e  b e n e f i t  of  lawyers  t o  a s s i s t  our  people  on l a n d  m a t t e r s .  
Now is  t h e  time f o r  us  t o  t ake  c o r r e c t i v e  measures f o r t h e  i n j u s t i c e s  imposed 
upon o u r  people .  We need t o  c o r r e c t  t h e s e  l and  problems now. I urge  everyone 
t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  Sec t ion .  I d o n ' t  c a r e  i f  t h e  Commonwealth w i l l  b e  overburdened 
because  of p a s t  e r r o r s .  The people  t h a t  we r e p r e s e n t  i n  t h i e  Convention a r e  
e n t i t l e d  t o  j u s t i c e  because of  t h e s e  i n e q u i t i e s .  We need t o  c o r r e c t  t h i s  nov. 
n o t  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  I f  we d o n ' t  c o r r e c t  t h i s  now, t h e  second coming of  
t l lc Lord is very soon. 

F l o o r  Lender Rasil: I om hc~ving somc r c u e r v o t i o n s  ' i n  r egard  t o  S e c t i o n  3. 
C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n s  a r e  mnde, n o t  t o  r e c t i f y  p a s t  i n j u s t i c e s ,  they  a r e  
made t o  p r o t e c t  p r e s e n t  and f u t u r e  a c t i o n s  of t h e  government and p r i v a t e  
i n d i v i d u a l s .  I f  t h e  l e g j s l a t u r e  should dec ide  t o  r e p e a l  t h e  s t a t u t e  of 
limitations, whnt f u t u r e  s e r v i c e  would t h i n  Rerve. I unders tand t h a t  it is 
necessary f o r  t h i s  problem t o  bc r e c t i f i e d ,  but  I t h i n k  t h i e  is n o t  a  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
p r o v i s i o n .  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n s  a r e  designed t o  s e e  t h a t  cont inued s e r v i c e s  
and r i g h t s  a r e  p r o t e c t e d .  What h a s  happened i n  t h e  p a s t  can b e  r e c t i f i e d  by 
l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i o n .  I t h i n k  i t  is  nonsense f o r  a C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n  
t o  r e q u e s t  t h e  l e ~ i n l n t u r c  t o  make n  utudy. 

De lega te  H i l a r i o  Dinz: We a r e  becoming r e p i t i t i o u s .  I move t o  end dabate .  

The motion was seconded. 

P r c s i d c n t  Cucrrcro: Before T. e n t e r t a i n  t h n t  motion, t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  Delega tes  
who wish t o  speak. 

De lega te  David A t a l i g :  Does t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  i n c l u d e  t r a n s a c t i o n s  b e f o r e  19517 

Delcgnte  Ramon V 1 . 1 1 , ~ ~ ~ :  Tlie s t a t u t e  o f  l i m i t n t j o n a  s t a r t e d  i n  1951. That  - 
mcnns you hnd twcnty yea rs  i n  wl~ ich  t o  mnke a c la im on lnnd. I f  you hadn ' t  
a c t e d  by 1971, you l o s t  your r i g h t  t o  go i n t o  c o u r t  t o  a s k  f o r  t h a t  l and  back. 
I f  you go i n t o  c o u r t  now, you a r e  ba r red  by t h e  s t a t u t e  of l i m i t a t i o n s .  
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Chairman Fe l ipe  Ata l ig :  If I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  I th ink  t h e r e  was a  motion 
made by Delegate Pedro A t a l l g  t o  d e l e t e  p a r t  of  S e c t i o n  3 of A r t i c l e  XIII. 
1 t h i n k  w e  should d i spose  o f  t h a t  motion. 

~10t .~o11 1.0 t l c . l r . ~ c .  plirt { I S  S t - c m t  1011 3 o f  h r C l r l v  XITI, R O  t h n t  i t  w i l l  rend, 
"'l'llc l e g l s l i l t u r e  shaL1 strldy whettler t o  r e p e a l  any s t a t u t e  of l i m i t a t i o n s  
c u r r e n t l y  i n  fo rce  i n  t h e  Commonwenlth wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  land," was voted 
on by r o l l  c a l l .  

The motion wns defcntctl .  

Delegate Pedro Dcln Cruz: T move t h a t  t h e  Convention d e l e t e  S e c t i o n  3 of 
A r t i c l e  X I 1 1  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y .  

The motion was seconded. 

By r o l l  c a l l  v o t e ,  t h e  motion was defea ted .  

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero: W e  w i l l  now v o t e  on Delegate  Bor ja ' s  motion t o  adopt 
A r t i c l e  X I I I ,  w i t 1 1  s t y l e  changes as adopted by t h e  Committee of  t h e  Whole. 

Rol l  c a l l  vo te  t o  adopt A r t i c l e  X I 1 1  i n  i ts  e n t i r e t y  was c a l l e d .  

The motion wag defcn ted .  

F loor  I.c.n~lcr Rlwn: I movr t h n t  t h e  Convent ion ndoptcrl Sec t ion  1 and 2 of ---.---- 
A r t l c l c  XZIl, regard ing  "Emil~ent Domain," on Second and F i n a l  Reading. 

The motion was seconded. 

Plotlon t o  ntlol)t Scct lor l?~ 1 ant1 2  of A r t i c l e  X I 1 1  w d ~  voted on by r o l l  c a l l .  
The vote  Ls ns fol lows:  

YES: Delegates  David A t a l i g ,  F e l i p e  A t a l i g ,  Pedro A t a l i g ,  Vicente Attao,  
F e l i x  Ayuyu, Luis Benaventc, Jose Borja ,  Olyrnpio Bor ja ,  Gregorio 
Cnlvo, Antonio Cnrnacho, Magdalcno Comacho, Daniel  Cas t ro ,  J o s e  
Cruz. Pedro Dcla Cruz, Juan DLG. Demapan, Juan S. Demapan, H i l a r i o  
Diaz, Benigno F i  t i a l ,  Herman Guerrero,  Lorenzo Guerrero,  Henry 
Hofschneider ,  Pedro I g i t o l ,  Lu is  Limes, J o s e  Mafnas, Benjamin 
Flnnglonn, Prudcncio Monglono, Vicente  Manglona, David Mara t i t a ,  
Pcdro 0p.o. F rnr~c i sco  P o l n c i o ~ ,  Oscar Rnsn, Leon Taisacan,  Juan 
Tenorio,  Manuel Tenorio,  Jooquin T o r r e s ,  J e s u s  Villagomez and 
Ramon Villagomez. (37 v o t e s )  

MSTAIN: Delegates  Carlos  Camacho and Esteven King. (2  v o t e s )  

'I'lic mot: Ion L-rirr lcrl. 

A r t i c l c  XI I I ,  Scc t lon  1 and 2  a r c  a s  fol low: 

ARTICLE XIII :  EMINENT DOMAIN 

Sec t ion  1: Eminent Domain Power. The Commonwealth may c x c e r c i s e  t h a t  
power O F  amlnrnt. ~ l n m : ~  i l l  n s  providcd by law t o  a c q u i r e  p r i v a t e  property necessary 
f o r  tlle ncc.oni])Llsllmcl~t of n ptrhllc purpose. 

Sec t ion  2: L i m i t a t i o n s .  P r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  may no t  be taken without  
j u s t  compensation. P r i v a t e  l and  may be taken only i f  no s u i t a b l e  p u b l i c  
l and  i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  the  accomplishment of t h e  p u b l i c  purpose. 

Fl.oor Lender Rasn: I  mavc t h n t  the  P r c ~ . l d e n t  appoin t  n conference committee -- 
t o  r e s o l v e  the  d i f f e r e n c e s  on S e c t i o n  3 o r  A r t i c l e  X I L L .  

The mot ion was seconderl. 

PI-1- iden en t (:~lerrrv-o: 7'hf.w l)c1ln!: 1 1 0  o l ~ j c c t  ion  from tllc f l o o r ,  I w i l l  appoint  such - --- --.-- 
o  conunittee. 
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Chairman Olympio Borln: I move t h a t  t h e  Convention adopted on Second and F i n a l  
Reading A r t i c l e  111, regard ing  "Execut ive Branch," wi th  t h e  excep t ion  o f  Sec t ione  
5 ,  14,  -15 ,  16 and 17(b)  , s i n c e  t h e s e  S e c t i o n s  have proposed amendments. 

The motion wnn ~(rco~~c l (* i l .  

Delegate  Vicente  Miinulona: Do a l l  t h e  Delegates  have c o p i e s  of t h e s e  proposed 
amendments? 

pl" 
Delegate  Ben1 amin Manglona: I am a f r a i d  i f  we adopt  A r t i c l e  ~ I I I  i n  t h i s  manner, 
t h e r e  i s  a  chnnce some of t h e  S e c t i o n s  may be omi t t ed  e n t i r e l y .  + 
Clmirmn Olympio Borin:  I f  we can d i s p o s e  o f  t h e  p a r t  of Article 4111 t h a t  
was adopted by t h e  Committee o f  t h e  Whole showing t h e  reques ted  changes f o r  
s t y l e ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  nmcndments m d e  by t h e  Committee o f  t h e  Whole, then  
i f  t h e r e  i s  need f o r  mare d i scuea ion  on t h e  o t h e r  S c c t i o n n , s c o d t t e e  cou ld  
be appo in ted  t o  p r e s e n t  a  p roposa l .  That  i s  t h e  reasons  I made my motion 
t o  adopted t h e  S e c t i o n s  t h a t  w i l l  probably p a s s  by a  314 major i ty .  

Motion t o  adopt  A r t i c l e  111, r e g a r d i n g  "Execut ive Branch," w i t h  t h e  
excep t ion  of Sec t ionn  5 ,  1.4, 15,  16 and 17(b) wna voted on by r o l l  ca l l .  

The v o t e  i f l  as fo l lows :  

YES: De lega tes  Dnvid A t a l i g ,  F e l i p e  A t n l i g ,  Pedro A t a l i g ,  Vicente  At tao ,  
0l.ympio Rorjn .  Cregor io  Cnlvo, Mn~tlnlcnn Cnmacho, J o s e  Cruz, Pedro 
Deln Cruz, Juen S .  Demnpnn, f l i l a r i o  Dinz, Benigno F i t i a l ,  Herman 
Guerrero,  Lorenzo Guer re ro ,  Henry Hofschneider ,  Pedro I g i t o l ,  
Esteven King, Luis  Limes, Joee  Mnfnas, Benjamin Manglona, P ~ d e n c i o  
Manglonn. Vicen te  Manglona, Pedro 080, F rdnc i sco  P a l a c i o ,  Oscar 
R ~ e n ,  [.eon T a i ~ n c a n ,  J u ~ n  Tenorlo ,  Manuel Tenorio ,  Joaquin T o r r e s  
and J e s u s  Villagomcz. (30 v o t e s )  

NO: Delegates  Jose  Borja ,  Car los  Camacho, Daniel  Cas t ro ,  Juan DLG. 
Demnpnn nnd Rnmon Villogomez. (5   vote^) 

AllSTAIN: Delcgntcs  Vicen t e  Ayuyu, L111 t~ Rennvcnte, Antonio Camacho and 
David M a r a t i t a .  

The motion c a r r i e d .  

I k l c . ~ a t e  Rnmon Villngomez: According t o  our  R ~ r l c s  of Procedure,  t h e r e  must be  
a  one day n o t i c e  given i n  o r d e r  t o  r e c o n s i d e r  any S a c t i o n  o r  A r t i c l e .  I would 
l i k e  t o  make a  motion t o  r e c o n s i d e r  S e c t i o n  11 o r  A r t i c l e  111. The reason I am 
doing  t h i s  i s  becnuse i n  Sec t ion  11 it  r e q u i r e s  t h e  s e n a t e  t o  g i v e  a d v i c e  and 
consent  on t h e  appointment of t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  hy t h e  governor .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
tire s e n a t e  should be given c h i s  power i n  nny S e c t i o n  o r  A r t i c l e  o f  t h i s  Cons t i tu -  
t i o n ,  because i t  u l t i m a t e l y  g i v e s  them power t o  appo in t .  I oppose t h i s  i d e a .  I 
t h i n k  t h e  upper house and t h e  lower house should make a d v i c e  and consent  d e c i s i o n s  
a s  n whole. For t h e s e  reasons  I mnke a  motion t o  r e c a l l  S e c t i o n  11 o r  A r t i c l e  111. 

Floor  Leader R n ~ a :  I b c l i c v c  we have d i ~ p c ~ s e d  of t l ~ a t  p a r t i c u l a r  S e c t i o n  o n l y  
a s  n  Committee o f  t h e  Whole. 

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero:  No, t h a t  S e c t i o n  has  been adopted by t h e  Convention. 

Delegnte J o s e  Cruz: 1 oppose t h e  iden  of t h e  house of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  be ing  
inc luded  i n  t h a t  a d v i c e  and  consent .  I t h i n k  i t ' s  time t h e  smal l  populated 
i s l a n d s  of Rotn and T i n i a n  have a soy i n  what is done. I t  has  been s a i d  "you 
have a sa feguard  i n  t h e  sena te . "  T h i s  i s  ve ry  important  t o  u s  and its t ime 
we speak of o u r  r i g h t s  and p r o t e c t  o u r  i n t e r e s t s .  

Delegate  Oly-mpio Rorjn:  Delegate  Villagomez is g i v i n g  n o t i c e  t h a t  he wishes  
A r t i c l e  111, Secticln 11, be placed on the caledar  for  reconsideration in a020rdance 
wi th  Rule 5 1  o f  o u r  Rules  o f  Procedure.  The motion is i n  o r d e r  i f  we approve i t  
by n mnjor i ty  vo te .  

F loor  Lendcr Rnsn: Rc:forc? 1 1 s  t s  an~enclmc~rrt no. 77 wl~ lch propone9 t h a t  p r i n c i p l e  ---- 
department heads be appo in ted  wi th  t h e  a d v i c e  and consent  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  
Would t h i s  accommodate De lega te  Villagomez' concern? 
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D e l e g a t e  Ramon Villngornez:  T h e r e  is o b v i o ~ s l y  a  c o n f l i c t  be tween  t h a t  amendment - 
rind Scctf.011 11 o r  A r t l c l c  1 1 1 .  I n  my i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t h e  l a n g u a g e  would s t i l l  
p r e v ~ l i l  i n  S e c t i o n  11 and w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  fudge.r .  

1:1on1. T.c*ndc!- Itnl~rt: I f n~v rl.tlrtonl 11): I!! (-orrc.c.l , l r o l~ r+ t  rutb (11111 t o  menn I11:lt - . - - . .. . - . . 
t . ~ ~ c -  n t  torrlc-y p,c?ncBrrl 1 It1 11 t l t . [~llr t .mc.~~t Itc*nti ;u~t l  I f 111 In nmentlmcnt L H  paase t l ,  I ~ t n  
~ p p o i n t m e n t  lnucll hnvc t l l c  a d v i c e  nrld c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  Could we have  
somc c l a r i f i c n t i o n  from t l ~ c  l e g a l  c o n s u l t n n t ?  

C o n s u l t n n t  W L ~ L C I I H :  M r .  Prc..sidcnt, 1. t h i n k  t h e  amcndmcnt t h a t  t h e  F l o o r  Lender  
h a s  p o i n t e d  o u t  r a i s e s  t h e  v c r y  same i s s u e ,  b u t  i t  would n o t  c o n t r o l  t h e  s p e c i f i c  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l .  Even i f  S e c t i o n  1 4  
wc rc  amended by p roposed  amendment no .  77,  i t  would s t i l l  a n  amendment t o  
S c c t  Lon 11 wi t h  r c n p c c t  t o  tlrc n t  t o r n c y  gcncurnl t o  nccompl i ah  o b j e c t i v e  
o f  Elr. V i I L n ~ o m c z .  I rllL11k i t  is a  m n t t c r  o f  r e a l i t y ,  however .  He p r o h a b l y  
r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t  the i s s u c  is b e f o r e  t h e  House i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  a n  amendment 
t o  S e c t i o n  1 4  and  h e  d g h t  b e  g u i d e d  i n  t h a t  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  S e c t i o n  11 
d e p e n d i n g  on t h e  outcome. It would  t a k e  a s e p a r a t e  amendment t o  S e c t i o n  11 
i n  o r d e r  t h e  change  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l .  . 

F l o o r  T.eadcr Knsn: A l tho r~ l ; I~  t h a t  i s  t h e  o p l n i o n  o f  t h e  l e g a l  c o n s u l t n n t ,  
I c o n s i d e r  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  t o  b e  a p r i n c i p l e  d e p a r t m e n t  
o f  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h ,  and  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  amendment i t  would  need  t h e  
n d v i c e  and  c o n s e n t  o f  t h c  I c g l s l a t u r e .  Am I c o r r e c t  i n  a s suming ,  a c c o r d i n g  
t1ti.s proposrxl  nmcntlment, t l l :~t  a l l  principle? d e p a r t m e n t  h e a d s  would r e q u i r e  
t l lc .  oclvicc? and c o n s c n t  o f  t h c  l e g i ~ l n t u r e  and  n o t  j u s t  t h e  s e n a t e ?  

D e l e g a t e  Ramon Villagornz:  I would l i k e  t o  a s k  t h e  c o n s u l t a n t  i f  amendment no .  - 
7 7  i1lclude.s t h e  j r ~ d g e s  and a t t o r n e y  g c n c r a l  n.s p r i n c i p l e  d e p a r t m e n t  h e a d s ?  I f  
sn,  t twn  tll L R  nmprrtlmcnt rcBqtl 1 r c s  approvn 1 of t t l c ~ j  r nppoin  tment  by a d v i c e  and  
C ~ I I I H ~ ? I I ~  of I l r c  . l ~ ~ i s l u ~ ~ ~ r t ~ ?  I f  tills nrnentlmt-rlt is pnsacd  and  t h a t  ia t h e  case, 
t l lcn 1 w i l l  w i thd raw  my mo t lon ,  b u t  n o t  u n t i l  1 a m  a s s u r e d  t h a t  is t h e  case. 

C o n s u l t a n t  W i l l c n s :  I f  t h a t  is  t h e  d l r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  body and  i f  D e l e g a t e  
G u e r r e r o  makes c l e a r  t h a t  h i s  amendment c o v e r s  n o t  o n l y  h e a d s  o f  d e p a r t m e n t s  
b u t  a l s o  t h c  a t t o r n e y  g c n c r n l  and  judp ,es ,  allcl j.f t h e  Conven t i on  p a s s e s  t h a t  
t~mi?ndmcnt, t l lcn i t  w i l l  s i111pllfy my J o b  and  I w i l l  go back  a n d  d o  w h a t e v e r  YOU 

w a n t .  

De l cp , .~ t e  Ramon VilL;~p,omcz: I w i thd raw  my mo t ion ,  w i t h  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  -- 
t h a t  amendment no .  7 7  i n c l u d c s  t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  and t h e  j u d g e s  a s  p r i n c i p l e  
dcpa r t rnen t  h e a d s .  

F l o o r  L e a d e r  Rasn: I move t l l n t  S e c t i o n  5 o f  A r t i c l e  I11 b e  a d o p t e d  by t h e  
Convp.ntion on  Secorld and  Fi1i;11 Rcntllnp,. 

D e l e g a t e  Olympio Bor&: 1 move t l l a t  t h e  Conven t i on  adop t  p r o p o s e d  amendment 
no .  78 ,  t o  A r t i c l e  111, S e c t i o n  5 ,  r c ! g a r d l n ~  "Compcnsatton." 

c v 1  A 'I'tre C o r m i t t e e  i rl . r t l l~j)ort  o f  t t ) j  H amendment t o  j;lvc? 
t l i c  g o v e r n o r  3 s ; l l a ry  o f  $25 ,000 nntl t i le  lieutenant g o v e r n o r  a  s a l a r y  of $22,000 
f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s .  Assuming t h a t  t h e  s a l a r i e s  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  h e a d s  would 
b e  l o w e r  t h a n  t h e  g o v e r n o r  and l i e u t e n a n t  g o v c r n o r ,  we would n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  
a t t r a c t  o u r  b r i g h t  young p e o p l e  i f  i t  is u n d e r  $18 ,000.  

P r e s i d e n t  G u e r r e r o :  The C h a i r  would l i k e  t o  a d v i s e  t h e  D e l e g a t e s  t h a t  we h a v e  
d e l i b e r a t e d  t h i s  i s s u e  d u r i n g  t h e  Committee o f  t h e  Whole s o  p l e a s e  try t o  c o n f i n e  
t h i s  t o  a v c r y  l i m i t e d  d e b a t e  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

I ) c> l c~n rc?  .Juan S. Dcmnprc: Would i t  h c  i n c o n s i s t c . n t  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  maximum salary --- 
i n  t l l c  C o ~ i s t l t u t i o n  r a t h e r  tlion l c a v l n g  i t  up t o  t h e  l c g i s l a t u r e ?  

F l o o r  Lende r  Rasa :  D e l e g a t e  Dernapan t h e r e  is  a proposed  amendment which  s t i p u l a t e s  
n s a l a r y  o f  $25 ,000 f o r  t h e  govc rno r  and  $22,000 f o r  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  gove rno r .  

F l o o r  I.c?iltlc~- Rasn:  I mnvc l o r  t l l c  p r e v i o u s  q u c s ~ l o n .  --.----.- 

Motion t o  a d o p t  proposc.d amendment no .  7 8  on  A r t i c l e  111, S e c t i o n  5 ,  r e g a r d i n g  
"~t rmpcnsn  t  i on  , I 1  was votccl nn b y  r o l l  1x1 I .  

The  nlotion c a r r i e d .  

-185- 
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Motion t o  ntlopt Sect  1011 5 of ArLiclc! I L L ,  acr nmcnded by amendment no. 78, 
on Second and Finn1 Reading was voted on by r o l l  c a l l .  The v o t e  is a s  fol lows:  

YES: D o l c . ~ n t c ~  nnvltl Atnl ip , ,  F v l i p ~  A t n l i g ,  Vicente  Attao,  Joee  Borjn ,  
A11t.ot1 [ ( I  (;rrtnrlc.I~o. ( : t ~ r l  t ~ t l  (:rlnmc.llo, M i ~ ~ r l n l  crlrt Crlrnrrcl~o, Dnniel Cat3tr0, 
.lose C ~ U Z ,  Pct11-o Ilcla Cruz, Jurill S. Dcmrrpnn, llermnn Cuer re ro ,  L0tenZ0 
Guerrero,  IIenry I lo f schne ide r ,  Pedro I g i t o l ,  Luis  Limes, Joee m f n a s ,  
Benjamin Mnnglonn, Prudencio Manglona, David M a r a t i t a ,  F ranc i sco  
P a l a c i o s ,  Oscar Rnsa, Leon Taisacan and Ramon Villagomez. (24 v o t e s )  

NO: Dclegntes  l'etlro A t n l l g ,  F e l i x  Ayuyu, 1 . ~ 1 ~  ncnnvente, Olympio Bor ja ,  
Gregorin Calvo, Juan DLG. Demapan, H l l a r i o  Dioz, Esteven King, Vicente  
Manglono, Pedro Ogo, Juan Tenorio ,  Manuel Tenorio ,  Joaqu in  T o r r e s  and 
Jesue  Villagomez. (15 v o t e s )  

The motion wns de fea ted .  

Delegate  Juan Tenorio:  Imove t h a t  t h e  Convention adopt  S e c t i o n  5 o r  A r t i c l e  111, 
a s  adopted by t h e  Committee of  t h e  Whole, s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  e a l a r y  of  t h e  govenor 
rand l i e u t e n n n t  governor rlhnll  be  "oe provided by law," on Second and F i n a l  Reading. 

The motion was seconded. 

Delegate  Joaquin T o r r ~ ~ : l m o v e  t o  amend proposed amendment no. 78 SO t h a t  it 
w i l l  s e t  t h e  s a l a r y  of  t h e  governor a t  $20,000 p e r  annum and $18,000 p e r  a n n m  ' 

f o r  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  governor.  I move t h a t  t h e  Convention adop t  t h e  amendment t o  
t h e  proposed amendment of  A r t i c l e  111, S e c t i o n  5 ,  

The motion wns seconded. 

Dclegnte  Cnrlou Cnmncho: L o r i g l n n l l y  endorsed g i v i n g  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t h e  power 
of s e t t i n g  t h e  e o l a r i e s  o f  t h e  governor and l i e u t e n a n t  governor ,  b u t  I have changed 
my views. S ince  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  and t h e  governor w i l l  be  e l e c t e d  a t  t h e  same t ime,  
i f  t h e r e  i s  a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  a f f i l i a t i o n s ,  i t  is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  
governor colild go n~ long nR twelve months wi thou t  pny. That i s  why we should 
s e t  t h e i r  f ln lniref l  i n  t h e  C ~ n ~ t i t ~ t i ~ n .  

Delegate  Ramon Villagomez: I move t h a t  we suspend Rule 47 i n  o r d e r  t o  cons ide r  
Delegates  Tor res '  motion t o  amend amendment no. 78. 

P r e e i d e n t  Guerrero:  Sincc t h e r e  i s  no objection i n  t h e  Housc, suspens ion  of - 
Rule 47 i s  o rdered .  

F loor  Leader  Rasa: We need t o  s e r i o u s l y  c o n s i d e r  t h i s  amendment a s  t h e  only 
a l t e r n a t i v e  is t o  a l low t h e  l e g i s l n t u r e  t o  s e t  t h e  s a l a r i e e .  Knowing how 
p n r t i s a n s h i p  permc?ntc.s l o c a l   politic^ I cannot  i n  good consc ience  s a y  that 
t h e  law would be reasonab le  because i t  w i l l  be  s u b j e c t  t o  mass p o l i t i c k i n e .  
I move f o r  t h e  p rev ious  q u e s t i o n .  

The motion ;rag seconded and c a r r i e d .  

Motlor1 t o  adopt Art lc lc* 111, Sec t ion  5 ,  L n c l u ~ i v e  of t h e  amendment t o  
s e t  t h e  governor ' s  s a l a r y  a t  $20,000 and t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r e r n o r ' s  s a l a r y  
a t  $18,000 was vo ted  on by r o l l  c a l l  v o t e .  The v o t e  was a s  fol lows:  

YES: Delegates  F c l i p e  A t a l i g ,  Vicent A t t a o ,  Lu i s  Benavente, Olympia 
n o r j a ,  Antonio Cnnlacho, car lo^ Cnmacho, Magdalena Camacho, Dan ie l  
C n s t r o ,  J o s e  Cruz, H i l n r i o  Diaz, Benigno F i t i a l ,  Lorenzo Cuer re ro ,  
tlcnry Hofschncidcr ,  Pedro I g i t o l ,  Esteven King, Lu i s  Limea, J o ~ e  
Mafnns, Benjamin Manglona, ~ r u d e n c i o  Manglon, Vicen te  Manglona, 
Ilnvid Mnrn t i tn ,  Pedro Ogo, Jonquin T o r r e s ,  J e ~ u s  Villagomez and 
kimon Vl.Llngon\cz. ( 3 1  vo t e a )  

NO: De lega tes  David A t o l i g ,  Pedro A t a l i g ,  F e l i x  Ayuyu, J o s e  Bor ja ,  
Gregorio  Cnlvo, Juan DLG. Demapan, Juan S. Demapan, and Herman 
Cucrrero.  (8 v o t e s )  

The UIO t ion  c a r r i e d .  I 
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F loor  Leatlcr Kasa: I move we r e c e s s  u n t i l  1 :30 p.m. 

Tlre motion was s c c o n ~ l ~ t l  and c a r r i e d .  

F l o o r  Leader Rasa: I move t h a t  t l ie Convention adopt  S e c t i o n  1 4  of  A r t i c l e  111. - 
The motion was seconded. 

l lc lpgnte  Olyn~p l o  Uorjn: I move t o  amcnd the  motion by a d o p t i n g  proposed -- 
nmcndment no. 7 7 .  

The motion was seconded. 

Dcl.cgate Pedro Dcla  Crtiz: I am i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t t ~ i s  amendment. 

De lega te  Benjamin Manglonn: I have ve ry  s t r o n g  r e s e r v a t i o n s  on t h e  proposed 
amendment no. 77 .  I must b r i n g  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of  t h e  Convention t h a t  s e v e r a l  
days  ago t h i s  Convention made o d e c i s i o n  i n  r e g n r d t o h r t i c l e  11, S e c t i o n  5 ( c )  
on enactment o f  l c g i a l n t i o n .  L e g i s l a t i o n  can b e  adopted by  each  house  w i t h  
a  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  v o t e s  c a s t .  Tha t  was t h e  o r i g i n a l  power t a k e n  away from 
t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  membership. A l so ,  A r t i c l e  11, S e c t i o n  8, "Confi rmat ion 
o f  Appointment ," was d e l e t e d  i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  Today we are d i s c u s s i n g  
a n o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n  which o r i f i i n a l l y  gave t h e  power Po t h e  s e n a t e  on conf i rma t ion .  
S c c t i o n  16 p r o v i d c ~  t l in t  n c o n f i r m n t i o n  c o m m t u ~ i o n  e ~ t o b l i s h e d  which is composed 
of one mcm1)cr from cnch L ~ l n n t l  from t h c  s c n n t c  nnd tl ie house  w i l l  have f o u r  from 
Snipan,  one from Rota nnd one from T i n i a n .  It s t a t e e  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  
membership i n  t h e  commission w i l l  make t h e  conf i rma t ion .  Tha t  means t h e  r e p r e s e n t -  
a t i v e s  from Saipan cou ld  make c o n f i r m a t i o n  even  i f  t h e r e  i s  no r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
from t h e  o t h e r  two i s l a n d s .  What e l s e  do t h e  De lega te s  f rom Rota and T i n i a n  
want.  W e  11nve n l r r n d y  g iven  them c o n f i r m a t i o n  power i n  t h e  s e n a t e  and t h a t  
is where tllc c o n f i r m a t i o n  b a l a n c i n g  of power i s  euppose t o  be.  Two i s l a n d s  
shou ld  n o t  be a b l e  t o  dominate  t h e  s e n a t e .  We have t o  f i n d  a  b a l a n c e  where  
two i s l a n d s  do n o t  dominate c o n f i r m a t i o n .  Proposed amendment no. 77 t a k e s  
away t h e  power of  t h e  s e n a t e .  It is t r u e  t h a t  i n  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  the s e n a t e  
Is g iven  t h i s  power. I t h i n k  t l ie o r i g i n a l  p r o v i s i o n  is .  t h e  most p r a c t i c a l  
and I urge  t h e  De lega te s  t o  d i s a p p r o v e  t h i s  amendment. 

nel .ecate  Herman G ~ i c r r e r o :  I r e a l i z e  t h e  concern  of  our n e i g h b o r i n g  i s l a n d s .  -- 
A s  providetl  i n  Scct. ion 1 7 ( b ) .  t h e  dcpnr tmcnt  liends on Rota and T i n i a n  w i l l  
11(ac[i i ~ i  of c>~ily t l r ~  l c ~ , J . ~ l t i t o r s  from t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  i s l a n d s .  
\ J l t l ~  r e s p e c t  t o  t l ic mnin tlcpartrnent hcadu oli Snipan, my proposed amendment 
s t a t e s  c o n f i r m a t i o n  would be r e q u i r e d  from t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  n o t  j u s t  t h e  members 
from Saipon.  I t h i n k  t h i s  is a v e r y  l i b e r a l  and r e a s o n a b l e  approach.  

Jl-j.t;gnt:c! 111 1,:?rj.~OO~!2q7~: O u r  Lclcvnt 1 t y  1 1 ;  b t r  1 1 1 ~  t aken  awny nR teammates i n  t h e  
111-w (:onnno~~wc-:~ltli govcr~lmciiL. 1 urge  you t o  r e c o n s i d e r  t h i u  amendment and i f  
i t  i s  f e l t  t l i a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  shou ld  have t h e  power of c o n f i r m a t i o n  then  we 
shou ld  r e q u i r e  a  3 /4  v o t e  i n s t e a d  of  a  m a j o r i t y .  I u rge  you t o  l e a v e  c o n f i r m a t i o n  
power w i t h  t h e  s e n a t e .  

Dclcgnte  Jose  Cruz: I r i s e  t o  spcnk i n  opposLt ion o f  proposed amendment no. 77. 
S i n c e  t h e  v e r y  f i r s t  day o f  t h i s  Convent ion,  t h e  s o  c a l l e d  m i n o r i t i e s  from Rota  
and T i n i a n ,  have t r i e d  t o  b r i n g  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f ' t h e  Convention t h e  v e r y  s e r i o u s  
problems t h a t  t h e s e  two i s l a n d s  have s u f f e r e d  i n  t h e  p a s t  27 y e a r s  under  t h e  Truetee-  
s l i t p  ~ l d r n i n i s t r r ~ t ~ . ~ ~ ~ .  We have been rc~mllrdccl t h a t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  of  t h e  Covenant u 

1.::~ : I \ )  I 1~111111: 3 two I IOIIHCJ l c * p ,  111 111 t . i~r(s  1 .L( (-~tnr~p,li .qaf~y,tinrcl t p  c o r r e c t  01.1 t \ i c  def  i c i e n c e e  
t 11:lt 11nve p r e v a i l e d  i n  t \ ie  p o s t .  We lravc r;rlketl nbout t h i s  many t i m e s  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  
s o  why I s  t h i s  amendment he.ing submi t t ed  now? 

lllLc>c.atc Fe!.!pv A t n l t g :  T hrive t o  d l sap . r r e .  Tl i i s  nmundmcnt d e a l s  w j th  o n l y  one 
: ; c c ~  tor1 n~ltl clot-!s n o t  denilui$:l~   tic- pow(-r of t l lc sc.n;ttc. J u s t  because  t h e  Un i t ed  
S t n t c s  provi t lcs  f o r  c o n f i r n u t i o n  i n  t h e  s e n a t e  docs  not  mean we have t o .  I n  my 
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cxpcr iencc  with  tlic Congrc!rs of Mlcroilctlfa wc have seen problems a r i s e  by n o t  
hav ing  a j o i n t  house confi rm p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  r e q u i r e  t h e  c o n f i t m a t i o n  of t h e  
Congress.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we should s p e c i f y  t h e  word "eenate." 

Dc- . lc*antc - Ihlv -. lci -.-. Mnrnt - I l n : WI I 1 nclvlccb r l l ~ t l  c.ot~rrcnt h r  n i : t e i l  upon by each house 
i ~ c t i n g  alollc'f I f  ndvf (IL. c111d corraent i t i  up t o  t h e  l e g i a l a t u r a ,  then  each houae 
w i l l  p rov ide  i ts  own r u l e s  a e  t o  how t h i s  w i l l  be handled.  I move f o r  t h e  p rev ious  
q u e s t  ion. 

Cliniralnn Jose  M n f e :  I ' l i c ~  wliy I rend S c c t j n n  14 ,  i t  c i n c ~  n o t  p reven t  t h e  
l e g i ~ t l a t u r c  from having n J o l n t  committee on conf i rmat ion  power. It h a s  been 
l e f t  up t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a s  t o  whether o r  n o t  they  have a j o i n t  c o d t t e e  On 
conf i rmat ion  except  f o r  tile a t t o r n e y  genera l ,  l a n d  c o m i s e i o n  members, 
department heads,  p u b l i c  a u d i t o r  and t h e  judges .  Those p o s i t i o n 8  must be  confirmed 
t h e  Senate .  Other  than  t h o ~ e  p o ~ i t i 0 n S  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  is l e f t  wi th  g r e a t  
power t o  fo rmula te  i ts  own r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  a s  t o  whether o r  n o t  t o  have a 
j o i n t  committee. There fo re ,  I u rge  t h e  members o f  t h i s  Convention t o  d e f e a t  proposed 
amendment no. 77. 

De lepe te  J o s e  Cruz: I am i n  f a v o r  of  amendment no. 77. We cannot  r e l y  on m i s t r u s t  
because of  t h e  p a s t .  We must look i n t o  t h e  f u t u r e  and c o r r e c t  t h i s  m i s t r u s t .  

De lega te  Juan S. Demapan: I am i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  proposed amendment. Can 
w e  b e  assured  t h a t  nn appointment made by t h e  governor w i l l  be  cons ide red  by t h e  
m j o r i t y  of  n l l  tlrc l c g l r ~ l n t o r s ?  

Delegate  Vicente  Manglona: I t h i n k  t h i s  very body is g e n e r a t i n g  p o l i t i c a l  cancer .  
I , . t h e r e f o r e ,  move t o  end debate .  

The motion waR seconded and c a r r i e d .  

btot io~i  t o  trclopt p r o ~ ) o ~ c c l  nmcrldinc*nt rro. 77  was clefented by r o l l  c a l l  vo te .  

Motion t o  adopt  S e c t i o n  14 o r  A r t i c l e  111 on Second and F i n a l  Reading was 
voted on by a r o l l  c a l l  vo te .  The v o t e  is a fol lows:  

YES: Dclegote  David A t a l i g ,  F e l i p e  A t a l i g ,  Pedro A t a l i g ,  Vicen te  At tao ,  
Lu i s  Benavente, Olympio Bor ja ,  Gregorio  Calvo, Antonio Camacho, 
J o s e  Cruz, Pedro Dela Cruz, Juan  S. Demapan, H i l a r i o  Diaz,  Benigno 
F i t i a l ,  Lorenzo Cuer re ro ,  Hcnry Hofschneider ,  Pedro I g i t o l ,  Eeteven 
King, L u i s  Llmcs, Benjamin Mnnglonn, Prudencio Manglona, Vicen te  
blnnglonn, David M a r a t i t a ,  Pedro Ogo, F ranc i sco  P a l a c i o s ,  Oscar  Rasa, 
Leon T a i s c a n ,  Juan Tenorio ,  Manuel Tenor io ,  Joaqu in  T o r r e s  and 
J e s u s  Villagomez. (31 v o t e s )  

NO: Delegnte  C a r l o s  Cnmacho, Magdclena Cnmcho, Dan ie l  Cas t ro ,  Juan  
D1.C. Dcmnpan, Ilcrnun Cucr rc ro  and Rnnlon Villneomez. (6 vo tee )  

ABSTAIN: De lega tes  F e l i x  Ayuyu and J o s e  Borja .  (2 v o t e s )  

The motlon w n s  c a r r i e d .  

F loor  Leader Rasa: I move t h a t  t h e  Convention adopt A r t i c l e  11, S e c t i o n  15 on 
Second and F i n a l  Reading. 

The motion wna seconded. 

Chairmnn Bcnfgno F i r i a l :  The i n t e n t  is very c l e a r  i n  proposed amendment no. 79. 
Th i s  would p reven t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  from hav ing  t h e  power t o  r e o r g a n i z e  t h e  
e x e c u t i v e  branch and would g ive  t h a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  governor.  The 
l e g i s l a t u r e  w i l l  approve o r  d i sapprove  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  a c t i o n  t a k e n  by t h e  
govern0 r . 
Chnirmnu Olympio Borln: 1 move t h a t  t h e  Convcr~t ion adopt  proposed amendment 
no. 79 t o  A r t i c l e  11, S e c t i o n  15.  

The mot ion was .secot~dccl. 

Consu l t an t  Wi l l ens :  I do t h i n k  t h e r e  is some misunders tanding he re .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  
must have t h e  l e g a l  a u t h o r i t y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  and change t h e  e x e c u t i v e  depar tments .  
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Exccittivc. clcpnrtnlcrll R d o  n o t  cmc*rgn out  of tlllrl t ~ l r .  Tl~cy nrc  c r e ~ t o d  by law, they 
a r e  given s p e c i f i c  func t ione  by law, monies a r e  appropr ia ted  f o r  them by law, 
and they  must opero te  pursuant  t o  law. Law comes from t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  I 
u n d e r ~ t a n d  t h e  i n t e r e s t  hrhlnd t h e  amendment, which i e  t o  make reorgan iza t ion  
111oi.c rc!nclllv a v n l l i ~ l ~ l o  L O  I . I I I *  nxc*riltlvn brnnch, I ) l~ t  on t h ~  ot t tcr  hand, t h e  
c .~ , . c . t l t  1 VC* I > ~ J I ~ I C I I  t 1 t ~ - 1 1  IIOC. I I I I V I ?  L I I V  n t ~ t I ~ ~ ) r  I t  y t o  ~ I I ~ I I I P , C  t h e  LRW. nlo governor 
lint1 l ~ i s  s t a f f  cannot mnkc cllnngce i n  dcportmcnts which a r e  r e g u l a t e d  by law. 
That i s  why t h e  sen tence  was i n  h e r e  t o  make c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  could,  
i t s e l f  from time t o  time, pass  new laws c r e a t i n g  new departments ,  t a k i n g  
f u n c t i o n s  away from o l d  departments o r  do whatever  ie necessa ry  t o  implement 
the  s t a t u t e s  t h a t  a r e  enacted by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  The l a s t  p a r t  o f  Sec t ion  1 5  
is designed t o  permit  t h e  governor t o  make such r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  as h e  can with- 
o u t  changing t h e  law. I f  he wants t o  make a r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  which changes t h e  
law he has t o  go t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  i ts  approva l  o r  d i sapprova l .  I r e a l l y  
f e e l  t h e r e  i s  a l e g a l  i s s u e  here  which we may n o t  have been c l e a r  enough i n  
e x p l n i n i n g  t o  t h e  Convent ion.  

Chairman Benigno F i t i a 1 : I f  t h a t  is t h e  case ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e r e  i s d e f i n i t e l y  
a misunderstanding h e r e .  The i n t e n t i o n  t h a t  I expressed  is  f o r  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  
t o  be  made by t h e  execu t ive  branch and approved by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  meaning 
t l int  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  has  t h n t  a u t h o r i t y  t o  approve o r  disapprove such reorganiza-  
t i o n .  

Delegate  Ramon Villagomez: Anyone who understands how government works, would 
understand t h a t  t h i s  amendment v i o l a t e s  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  of government. YOU cannot  
form a government t h a t  t akes  away t h e  power of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  making laws. 
T h a t ' s  t h e i r  job. I don ' t  sce  t h a t  t h e r e  is a subs tance  t o  t h i s  amendment. 
I oppose i t  e n t i r e l y .  

C n ~ r t l m n  B ~ n i g n o  F i t i a l :  1 must nl~ologizc! s i n c e  1 ofdered t h i s  amendment, bu t  - 
my i n t e n t i o n s  n re  no t  c l e n r l y  expressed in t h c  p r o p o ~ c d  amendment. I thought 
I nuitlc i t  very clc8nr t o  tllc l c g n l  c o n s u l t a ~ ~ t ~  nnd I wonted t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  
mnde by t h e  execu t ive  branch and submit ted t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  its approva l  
o r  d i sapprova l .  This  does no t  accomplish my i n t e n t i o n s  s o  1 i n t e n d  t o  withdraw 
t h e  motion. 

I>clcgntc  OlylnpLo I l o r J ~  'I w l  t l~drnw my m o t  lon  t o  adopt amendment no. 79. 

I wish t o  speak i n  suppor t  of A r t i c l e  111, Sec t ion  15. The l e g i s l a t u r e  
shou ld  c r e a t e  t h e  necessa ry  branches of  our government. The s t y l e  is good 
and t h e  wording i s  good i n  Sec t ion  15  and I am i n  suppor t  of it.8 adopt ion.  

Dclcgnte  Pedro Deln  Crut:  I move f o r  t h c  p rev ious  ques t ion .  

The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

Motion t o  adopt Sec t ion  15 of  A r t i c l e  111 on Second and F i n a l  Reading was 
voted on by r o l l  c a l l  vo te .  The v o t e  is a s  fol lows:  

YES: Delegates  David Atnl ig .  F e l i p e  A t a l i g ,  Pedro A t a l i g ,  Vicente  Attao,  
F e l i x  Ayuyu, J o s e  Dorja, Olympio Bor ja ,  Gregorio Calvo, Antonio 
Cz~mncl~o, M n ~ J i ~ l c n n  Cnmncho. Dnnicl Cnutro,  J o ~ e  Cruz, Pedro Dela Cruz, 
Juan S. Damapnn, H i l a r i o  Diaz,  Lorenzo Guerrero, Henry Hofschneider,  
Pedro I g i t o l ,  Esteven King, Lu is  Limes, Jose  Mafnas, Benjamin Manglona, 
Prudencio Manglona, Vicente  Manglona, David M a r a t i t a ,  Pedro Ogo, 
Franc i sco  P a l a c i o s ,  Leon Taisacan and J e s u s  Villagomez. (29 v o t e s )  

NO: Delegates  Jonquin Tor rcs  and Rnmon VLllagomez. (2 v o t e s )  

ABSTAIN: 1)elegates L u i s  Benavente, Oscar Rnsa, Juan Tenorio and Manuel 
Tenorio. ( 4  votes )  

(As  per  t h e  e n r l i e r  r u l i n g  of  tl lc President, t h e  "cabstoin" v o t e s  were 
counted as I '  yes," making the vote  33 "yes" and 2 "no.") 

The motion c a r r i e d .  

Cllnirm.?n ncnlgno PLC!;I~: T woultl l l k c  t o  : ~ p o l o g l z c  f o r  t h e  inconvenience I caused 
wltll rc*spcBct t o  ciinclicllnent I Introduced wl~fclt was withdrawn. I d o n ' t  want t o  see 
t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  tampering wi th  t h e  o f f i c e s  of t h e  e x e c u t i v e  branch j u s t  t o  c r e a t e  
jobs t o  accommodate f r i e n d s .  
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I:l o o r  I,c-:ttlc.r l l i l ~ n  : 1 nlovrb I ltnt: t l~c! Collvcn t Lon ndopt  S e c t i o n  1 6  o f  A r t i c l e  I11 ----- 
on Second and  F i n a l  Read ing .  

The mo t ton  was s ~ c o n d e c l .  

I ' t c  y  I o r  : I roovc L O  ulllclld L I I ; I L  mot1011 t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  a d o p t i o n  - 
o f  amendment no .  80. 

The mo t ion  was s ccondcd .  

D c l e g a t e  Jcs\l.s V I  1 l.:lp,omezi Amcnd~n~n t  rro. RO y l ~ o u l d  be  c o r r e c t e d  t o  read,"l lhe 
l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  f o r  a n o n - p a r t i s a n  and  i n d e p e n d e n t  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  
commiss ion  t o  e s t a b l i s h  and  a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  p e r s o n n e l  p o l i c i e s  a p p l i c a b l e  
t o  e x e c u t i v e  and  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d e p a r t m e n t s  and  a g e n c i e s  and  t o  t h e  admin i s -  
t r a t i v e  s t a f f  o f  t h e  j u d i c i a l  and  l e g i s l a t i v e  b r a n c h e s . o f  government."  The 
r e a s o n  t h i s  n e e d s  t o  b e  changed  i s  t o  d i s t l n g u i s h  be tween  t h e  p e r s o n a l  s t a f f  
o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  l e g i s l a t o r V s  and  t h e  s t a f f  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b r a n c h  i t s e l f  

- 

Motion  t o  a d o p t  S e c t i o n  1 6  o f  A r t i c l e  111 i n c l u s i v e  o f  amendement no.  80 
on Second and  F i n a l  Readirig was v o t e d  o n  by r o l l  c a l l  v o t e .  The v o t e  i s  as fo l l ows :  

YES: D e l e g a t e s  David A t a l i g , F e l i p e A t n l i g ,  P e d r o  A t n l i g ,  V i c e n t e  A t t a o ,  
F e l i x  Ayuyu, L u i s  Benaven t e ,  J o s e  B o r j a ,  Olympio B o r j a ,  G r e g o r i o  
Ca lvo ,  An ton io  Camacho, Mngdalena Camacho, D a n i e l  C a s t r o ,  P e d r o  
I l c l a  C ruz ,  Juan S .  Demnpan, i l i l a r i o  D iaz ,  Benigno F i t i a l ,  Lo renzo  
C u c r r c r o  , l lenry l l o f s c l ~ n c i d e r ,  P c d r o  I g i t o l ,  E s t e v e n  King ,  L u i s  Limes,  
J o s e  Mnf n o s ,  Den] nmin Mnnglonn, P r u d e n c i o  Manglona,  V i c e n t e  Manglona,  . 

David M a r a t i t a ,  Ped ro  Ogo, F r a n c i s c o  P a l a c i o s ,  O s c a r  Rasa ,  Leon 
T a i s a c a n ,  Juan  T e n o r i o ,  Manuel T e n o r i o ,  J o a q u i n  T o r r e s ,  J e s u s  
V i l l agomez  and  Ramon Vi l l agomez .  (35 v o t e s )  

NO: I ) c ~ l ~ ! g ~ ~ t c ?  .loma- 11. C r r ~ x .  ( I .  v o t c )  

ABSTAIN: D e l e g a t e  Herman G u e r r e r o .  ( 1  v o t e )  

(As p e r  t h e  e a r l i e r  r u l . i n g  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  o n e  " a b s t a i n "  v o t e  
was c o u n t e d  a s  a "yes" v o t e ,  making  t h e  v o t e  36 "yes" and  1 "no.") 

P r e s i d e n t  G u e r r e r o :  T h i s  w i l l  b e  a  s h o r t  r e c e s s  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  c a l l  o f  t h e  C h a i r .  - 
The Convent i o n  recessc~tl a t  3: 30 p.m. 

RECESS 

The Conven t i on  r econvened  a t  3:50 p.m. 

F l o o r  L e a d e r  Rasn: T move r l t n t  t h e  Conventlo11 ndop t  S e c t i o n  1 7 ( h )  o f  A r t i c l e  III 
on Second nurl F i n n 1  I(endlng.  

The mo t ion  was s econded .  

D c l c g n t e  Olympio n o r j n :  T ruovc L O  amcr~d t l ~ t !  mot ion  t o  i n c l u d e  amendment no.  82. 

The mo t ion  was s econded .  

D e l e g a t e  J u a n  S. Demapan: I have  s e v e r a l  q u e s t i o n s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  amendment no.  82. 
F i r s t ,  is i t  s a f e  t o  sny t h c  i n t r o d u c e r  in tcndls  t o  h a v e  t h e  N o r t h e r n  I s l a n d s  
i n c l u d e d  i n  s u c h  p u b l i c  s c . r v i cc s?  (Answer - y c ~ ) .  Second,  is it s a f e  t h a t  h e  
would l i k e  t o  h a v e  t h e  s e r v i c e s  n s  soon  as p o s s i b l e ?  (Answer - y e s )  What is t h e  
p r e s e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  I s l a n d s ?  (Answer - a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0 0  pe r sons ) .  
Is i t  s a f e  t o  s a y ,  i f  p r o j e c t e d ,  t h e  growth  o f  t h e s e  i s l a n d s  would  reach 1000  
p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t e n  yca r s ? .  

Dclt-1:ntc P c J r o  Dclll Cru7:: 'I'llcre is  a  p l a n  p e n d i n g  t o  open  Pagan f o r  t o u r i s t  
deve lopmen t  and  t h i s  would i n c l u d e  a n  a i r p o r t .  T h a t  would  e n c o u r a g e  p e o p l e  
t o  move t h e r e .  

D e l e g a t e  J o s e  PIafnns: The p l a n  r e f e r r e d  t o  by  D e l e g a t e  D e l a  C ruz  is p r o j e c t e d  
t o  happen 30 o r  40  y e a r s  f r om now. 

D e l e g a t e  P c d r o  D e l a  Cruz :  No, t h a t  is n o t  c o r r e c t .  



1)clr):ntc AriLoilLo (:omc~clio: I)oco t l i l s  mchnn t l~ r r t  tllc Northern  I e l o n d e  w i l l  n o t  
have p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s ?  

D-y_l$p,.?te . l r ~ ~ ! ~ _ ~ , _ V ~ ~ l ~ e _ o _ m c z ~ :  S r c  t  j o n  17  ( c )  n t n t e ~  t h a t  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s  w i l l  be  
O I . O V  ttltgtl 0 1 1  1111 nc111 1 1  111) l I Q  I I I I I I  l t c  I 11 II l l r ,  I I I xt*trrl of t l ~ c  (~ornmr~nwcalth. T h i s ,  o f  cour se .  

De lega te  Antonio  Camacho: Who w i l l  s u p e r v i s e  such s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  Northern  I s l a n d s  
u n t i l  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  r e a c h e s  1000 pe r sons?  The mayor? 

Dc lega te  Jooquln  T o r r e s :  The m y o r  w i l l  s u p e r v i s e  such s e r v i c e s  u n t i l  t h e  Nor the rn  
I s l n n d s  has  1000 peop le .  Tlrc depar tment  hcods  on Soipnn w i l l  a l s o  s u p e r v i s e .  

De lega te  Antonio Camacho: T l n i a n  h a s  l e s s  t h a n  1000 peop le ,  b u t  we a r e  g u a r a n t e e i n g  
thcm r e s i d e n t  depnr tment  heads .  Mly? 

De lega te  Vicen te  Manglona: T i n i a n  h a s  many programs, m a i n l y . a g t i ~ ~ l t ~ r e .  They 
have a p u b l i c  works a s  b i g  a s  Rota .  We have a s u p e r  d i s p e n s a r y  s t a f f e d  w i t h  : 

d o c t o r s .  T h a t ' s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e .  

I~c?lec:lte Ant-onio Cnmcho:  Ilocs t h a t  menn wc d o n ' t  go by p o p u l a t i o n ,  we go by 
what i s  a l r e a d y  t h e r e 7  

De lega te  Dan ie l  C a s t r o :  Do we s t i l l  have t o  w a i t  u n t i l  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  is 1000 , 
i f  T i n i a n  shou ld  l o s e  p o p u l a t i o n , t o  say,500? I t h i n k  t h i s  is  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y .  
Why was 1000 a r r i v e d  a t  i n  o r d e r  f o r  t h e  Nor the rn  I s l a n d s  t o  have a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
o r  nny th ing7  

Del.egate Joaquin  T o r r e s :  I f  we a r e  u s i n g  T i n i a n  a s  an  example,  l e t ' s  compare 
~ i n i a n ' s  p u b l i c  works t o  t h c  Nor the rn  I s l a n d s .  Why shou ld  we p r o v i d e  a r e s i d e n t  
depnr tmcnt  hcntl wl~cn t h c  Nor the rn  1fil.nnd.s o n l y  h a s  two employees i n  p u b l i c  works. 
I am n o t  t r y i n g  t o  d e p r i v e  t h e  Nor the rn  I s l a n d s ,  b u t  I am concerned abou t  c o s t .  
~ e t ' s  j u s t  no t  h i r e  p e o p l e  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  h i r i n g  them. We have a mayor e s t a b l i s h e d  
i n  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  t h e  Nor the rn  I s l a n d s .  I am s u r e  t h e  mayor c a n  s u p e r v i e e  
t l ~ e s c  s e r v i c e s ,  i f  and wl~cn t h e y  a r e  p rov ided .  L e t ' s  b e  r e a l i s t i c .  

1 ) ~ l c g : l t e  l)rir!_lcl C n s t r o :  I  nm looking more t h a n  t e n  y e a r s  ahead when t h e  Northern  
I s l a n d s  a r e  niore mature .  1 am a s k i n g  t h a t  p r o v i s i o n s  b e  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  The peop le  of t h e  Northern  I s l a n d s  d e s e r v e  a s  much a s  t h e  peop le  
o f  t h e  o t h e r  i s l a n d s .  

I k l ~ ~ n t c  O_l_vmpio n o r j n :  Wv o r e  a l l  L I ~  ngrcemcnt ellat  t h e  Nor the rn  I s l a n d s  
clescrve c o n s l d c r n t i o n  c i t l ~ c r  when t l ~ c  popu ln t  i o n  exceeds  1000 o r  when t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  f e e l s  depa r tmen t  heads  a r e  n e c e s s a r y .  I a g r e e  w i t h  De lega te  T o r r e s ,  
t h a t  t h e r e  is t o o  l i t t l e  p o p u l a t i o n  now t o  provi t le  t h e s e  depar tment  heade. Do , 

we r e n l l y  InLend t h a t  t h e  Nor the rn  I s l a n d s  .should hnve t o  w a i t  u n t i l  t hey  
hnvc 1000 people  i f ,  l e t ' s  s a y  i n  t e n  yearR t h e y  have 800 and o r e  i n  a 
p o s i t i o n  t o  war ran t  t h e  department heade nnd a r c p r e s e n t a t l v e ?  I n  A r t i c l e  111, 
S e c t i o n  17(c) It s t a t e s ,  " P u b l i c  s e r v i c e s   hall be  p rov lded  t o  a l l  c i t i z e n s  i n  
t h e  Commonwealth on an  e q u i t a b l y  b a s i s .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  m y  r e q u i r e  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  
b e  provided t l i r o u ~ l l  t l c c e n t r a l i z e d  a r r angemen t .  Tlie governor  s h a l l  make any 
n c c r s s n r y  rcco~nmcntl:lt i o n  t o  t h c  l e g 1  s l a t u r c !  i n  o r d e r  t o  nccomplieh t h i s  o b j e c t i v e  ." 
'l'liis makes i t  possLh le  t o  c l~nnge  t h e  p o l i c y  on depa r tmen t  heads  i f  t h e  gove rnor  
f e e l s  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y .  

Delegnte  Fb lgda len~  Camacho: Why is  1.111s bil.rc*d on 1000 population. I know t h e  
l c ~ i s l a t u r c  i i t~cd t l ln t  f i g u r e  Ln ordr.hr t o  I I I I V C .  r c p r e s e n t n t l c ~ n  i n  t h e  s e n a t e ,  b u t  
wl iy  h e r e .  ' l ' i r ~  Inn tloes riot I~clvr 1000 peop lc. . 

Delega te  Lu i s  Benavente:  I F  we a r e  concerned w i t h  c o s t ,  l e t  t h e  mayor s u p e r v i e e  
i n  t h e  Northern  I s l a n d s ,  Rota  and T i n i a n .  

Dc legn te  J e s u s  Villngomcz: The peop le  o f  t h e  Northern  I s l a n d s  can be  a s s u r e d  
t h a t  what p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  which a r e  need w i l l  be  p rov ided .  

De lega te  Davit1 A t a l i g :  I move t h a t  t h e  Convent ion d e l e t e  from S e c t i o n  17(b )  
t h e  p h r a s e  "wi th  t h e  a d v i c e  and c o n s e n t  of t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e e  
and s e n a t o r s  i n  t h e  legislature from t h e  i s l a n d  where t h e  r e s i d e n t  depa r tmen t  
l~ent l  s h a l l  perform 1iL.s d u t i e s .  I '  

The motion was seconded and d e f e a t e d .  
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~ ) ~ * l c g ~ l t c    lo!:^. Ct'rir.: L ~ i r i l ~ l w r t  c i o ~ c ~ ~ ~ t l n l t ~ t i t  11o. 1!% nrs I t 4  11rld f c e l  i t  r e f l e c t e  - 
conce rn  f o r  t l ie  p e o p l e  o f  t llc! N o r t h e r n  T.slnnd.s. 

Motion t o  a d o p t  Ar t ic .1~ .  111, S e c t i o n  l 7 ( b ) ,  i n c l ~ i s i v e  o f  amendment no .  82 
on Second n ~ l d  F l n n l  Ilc!ntllrip. w n H  votct l  on I,y r o l l  r n l l  v o t e .  The v o t e  is as Eollows: 

YES: I)c.l.cg:itc:~ Fi.1 1 p r  Atn L 1 g, 1 . ~ 1 ~  I l c ~ i n v c n t r ,  Olympio B o r j a ,  G r e g o r i o  Calvo ,  
J o s e  Cruz ,  P e d r o  D e l a  Cruz ,  Benign0 F i t i a l ,  Herman G u e r r e r 0 ,  Lo renzo  
C u c r r c r o ,  I lenry H o f s c h n c i d e r ,  P e d r o  I g i t o l ,  E e t e v e n  King,  L u i s  Limes ,  
J o s e  Mafnas ,  Benjamin Mnnglono, P r u d c n c i o  Manglona,  V i c e n t e  M8nglona, 
Dnvid M n r n t i t n ,  P c d r o  Op,o, F r n n c i s c o  P n l n c i o s ,  O s c a r  Rasa ,  Leon T a i e a c a n ,  
J u a n  T c n o r i o ,  Manuel T e n o r i o ,  J o o q u i n  T o r r e e  and  J e e u e  Vi l lEIg~meZ.  
( 2 7  v o t e s )  

NO: D e l e g a t e s  David A t n l i g .  F e l i x  Ayuyu, J o s e  B o r j a ,  An ton io  Camacho, 
Flngdelenn Cnm:lclio, Dnliicl C a s t r o  and Ramon Vi l lagomez.  (7  v o t e s )  

ABTAIN: D e l e g a t e s  Ped ro  A t a l i g ,  V i c e n t e  A t t a o  and  J u a n  S. Demapan. ( 3  v o t e s )  

(As p e r  t h e  e a r l i e r  r u l i n g  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  3 a b s t e n t i o n s  w e r e  c o u n t e d  
as a f  f i r m n t i v e  v o t e s ,  making  t h e  v o t c  30 "yes" and 7 "no".) 

The mot ion  c a r r i e d .  

D e l e g a t e  P e d r o  Deln a: 771ere i s  a n o t h e r  amendment t o  A r t i c l e  111, which  c a l l 8  
f o r  t h e  n d d i . t i o n  on a n o t h c r  S e c t i o n  t o  t l r i s  A r t i c l e ,  Amendment no .  84. 

Cl~ninnrtn Olympio B o r j a :  My mo t ion  t h i s  morn ing  d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  t h e  a d o p t i o n  
o f  a  new S e c t i o n  t o  A r t i c l e  111. A r t i c l e  T I 1  is comple t ed .  

Convent ion  Secrc*tnry :  1 s e t - k  d l r c - c t l o n  from t h c ' F l o o r  1.r.ader as t o  w h e t h e r  t h i s  --- ---. . ---- - 
rlrnrildrncnt I r ;  111 orclt-r f o r  1 1  I I I C : I I H H I O I I  rlt tlilfa t [ m r .  

F l o o r  L e a d e r  Rasa :  I b e l i e v e  we would b e  i n  o r d e r  t o  e n t e r t a i n  such  amendment. 

D e l e g a t e  David M a r a t i t a :  I move t h a t  t h e  Conven t i on  a d o p t  amendment no  8 4 ,  
which  i s  nn a d d i t i o n  o f  one  S e c t i o n  t o  A r t i c l e  111. The a d d i t i o n a l  S e c t i o n  
is e n t i t l e d ,  " E x e c u t i v e  A s s i s t a n t  f o r  Chnmorro Affairs." 

The moti.on was s econded .  

n e l e ~ n t c  l 'ctlro 1)c.ln Crriz: \ J l ~ a t  I:: t l ~ c  I,ni;ls f o r  y o u r  amcndmmcnt? - 

D e l e g a t e  David  M a r a t i t a :  We h a v e  p r o v i d e d  f o r  a  S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n t  o f  C a r o l i n i a n  
A f f a i r s  and  I f e e l  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  a n  a s s i s t a n t  o f  Chamorro d e s c e n t .  I n e v e r  
b e l i e v e d  t h a t  one  e t h n i c  g r o u p  s h o u l d  have  been  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  
b u t  s i n c e  t l i i s  wns done ,  we w i l l  h ave  t o  i d c n t i f y  e a c h  g roup .  

D e l e g z t e  Olylnpio R n r j a :  I am n o t  e n t i r e l y  opposed  t o  D e l e g a t e  M a r a t ' i t n ' s  
amendment. The r e a s o n  I s u p p o r t  t h e  A s s i s t a n t  f o r  C a r o l i n i a n  a f f a i r 8  is b e c a u s e  we 
know t h e  C a r o l i n i a n s  a r e  i n  t h e  m i n o r i t y .  The re  is a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  
Chnrnorros may b e  i n  t h e  m i n o r i t y  i n  t h e  d i s t a n t  f u t u r e  i f  many p e o p l e  move i n t o  
t h e  N o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a s  f rom t h e  o u t s i d e  and  t h i s  amendment may b e  t i m e l y  b u t  a 

p r e m a t u r e .  

D e l e g a t e  J o s e  Cruz:  I t h i n k  i t  is  h i g h  t i m e  t h i s  Conven t i on  r e a l i z e  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  
t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  Un i t ed  N a t i o n s  T r u s t e e s h i p  Agreement a n d  r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  wc wil .1 nl  l Ilc Amcricnn c i t t z c n s .  I r e R e n t  t h i s  k i n d  o f  p r o p o s e d  
amendment. I am an  American and  I am proud t o  b e  a n  Amer i can -  Next we w i l l  
h e a r  a p r o p o s a l  f rom t h e  P h i l i p i n o  Amer icans  t h a t  t h e y  want  a t r a d i t i o n a l  c h i e f  
i n  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h .  The Korean  Amer icans  and J a p a n e s e s  Amer icans  w i l l  ask 
f o r  nmendmen t~  t o  t h i s  Cons t  i t u t i o n .  'I rioy, we w i l l  a l l  b e  Amer icans  and  I am 
oppoucd t o  t l i l u  nrncritlmcri~, w l  t h  n l l  d u c  r c f i p c c t  t o  t h e  i n t r o d u c e r ,  b e c a u s e  I 
know lie i s  s l n c c r c .  

D e l e g a t e  J e s u s  V i l l agomez :  S i n c e  we have  a l r e a d y  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  C a r o l i n i a n  
m i n o r i t y  i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  maybe we s h o u l d  have  a p r o v i s i o n ,  i n  t h e  e v e n t  
t h a t  we, t h e  Chomorros ,  become a m i n o r i t y  w i t h  t h e  i n f l u x  o f  new p e o p l e  i n  t h e  
N o r t h e r n  Mar i anas .  P o s s i b l y  we c o u l d  make a  minor  change  i n  t h e  amendment. 
We cou ld  s t a t e ,  " An e x e c u t i v e  a s u i s t n n t  m y  b e  a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  g o v e r n o r  w i t h  
t h e  a d v i c e  nnd c o n n e n t  o f  t h e  e e n a t c  I n  t h e  c v c n t  t h a t  t h e  Chamorro become a 
m i n o r i t y  i n  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar i ana  I s l a n d s . "  I s o  move t h a t  t h i s  amendment b e  
made t o  t h e  anicndrnent no.  84 .  
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1 ) c l c ~ n t c  Oly~nplo Ror.111: 1 would l i k c  t o  a ~ k  t h e  coneu l tan t  i f  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  - 
t h i s  amendment would j eopard ize  t h e  passage of t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  by t h e  United S t a t e s  
Government? 

cnnnr~l.tn.nT- W l l  l ni ln  : 1 wcuil t l  I I kr> 1 I >  Pxprnnrc rtcrllls* v 1 c.wn or1 ttlis which may be 
i , , , r , , v  I I t I 1 1  I I .  I nra 1)ecornlilg i n c r e n ~ i n g l y  concerned a t  eome of 
t h e  d e c i s l o n s  being made by t h e  Convention w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h i a  Cone t i tu t ion .  
L am concerned because I t h i n k  t h e r e  w i l l  be people looking a t  t h t s  document back 
i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  who w i l l  do s o  no t  i n  s t r i c t  compliance w i t h  t h e i r  o b l i g a t i o n  
back i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  T h e i r  o b l ~ g a t i o n  i e  t o  approve t h i s  Cone t i tu t ion  i f  
i t  1s c o n s f s t c n t  with tlic Covcnn~rt nnd wi th  t h e  Unltcd S t a t e s  Cons t i tu t ion .  I 
and my co l lcngues  hnve done our  b e s t  t o  mnke c e r t a i n  t h a t  your  C o n s t i t u t i o n  i s  
c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  t h e  Covennnt and t h e  United S t a t e s  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  I am concerned 
because I t h i n k  t h e r e  w i l l  be  people  back i n  t h e  United S t a t e a  looking f o r  some 
reason  t o  disapprove t h i s  Cons t i tu t ion .  Disapprove i t  because i t  c a l l a  f o r  an 
expensive government, because i t  r e f l e c t s  u n h e r i c a n  concerns and p r a t i c e e ,  o r  
they t h i n k  it is n o t  workable i n  some respec t .  I do n o t  sympathize wi th  t h o s e  
views and I and o t h e r s  w i l l  defend t h i s  Cons t i tu t ion .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  
p r o v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  Caro l in ians  is  one of t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  t h a t  v i l l  r a i e e  quee t ions  
hack i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  I t h i n k  i t  cnn be  answered t o  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  of 
anyone back i n  t h e  United S t n t c s  who tliinka nbout t h c  p r o b l e m  h e r e  i n  t h e  
Northern Fhrlnnne and t h e  e p e c i a l  h i s t o r y  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  Caro l in ians .  I 
t h i n k ,  however, i f  you went f u r t h e r  and provided f o r  a p o s s i b l e  S p e c i a l  A s s l e t a n t  
f o r  t h e  Chamorros a t  some p o i n t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  when t h e  Chamorros a r e  i n  t h e  
minor i ty ,  t h a t  t h a t  would c r o s s  t h e  border  l i n e .  I t h i n k  it vould r e f l e c t ,  
fur thermore,  a kind o f  f e a r  h e r e  i n  t h e  Northern Marianaa which might raise 
second ques t ions  i n  t h e  minde of people back i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  whether you 
a r e ,  i n  f a c t ,  ready t o  become p a r t  of t h e  United S t a t e s  and i f  you a r e ,  i n  f a c t ,  
ready t o  t a k e  on t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e e  and t h e  r i s k s  of be ing  p a r t  of t h e  United 
S t a t e s ,  a s  w e l l  as t h e  b e n e f i t s  and t h e  p r i v i l e g e s .  I am concerned a t  t h e  impression 
t h i s  kind of p rov i s ion  might mnke. You do hnve t h e  C o n e t i t u t i o n a l  a u t h o r i t y  t o  
nppoint  n Spcc in l  Aeoietnnt  f o r  any purpose whatsoever a t  any t ime  you want to  
under t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  is  f r e e  t o  r e q u i r e  t o  c r e a t i o n  o f  such 
a p o s t  a t  any time i t  wants t o .  The governor can appoin t  among h i s  pe rsona l  s t a f f  
someone t o  r e p r e s e n t  any minori ty  t h a t  h e  o r  s h e  wants t o  g i v e  s p e c i a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  
t o .  You do no t  nccd a p r o v i s i o n  l i k c  t h i s  i n  t h e  C o n ~ t i t u t i o n  t o  p r o t e c t  your  
people  and T am concernctl nbout t h c  lmpreseion t h n t  i t  might c r e a t e  back i n  t h e  
United S t n t c s .  On t h e  whole, t h i s  is a m a t t e r  of judgment n o t  s t r i c t  l e g a l  opinion,  
b u t  I t h i n k  t h a t  I am o b l i g a t e d  t o  g ive  you my b e s t  judgment on t h e s e  matters. 

Delegate  Pedro Ogo: I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we should d e f i n e  e t h n i c  groups i n  our 
C o n s t i t u t i o n .  

Floor  Leader Knsa: I move t h n t  we end debate .  

The motion w a s  seconded and c a r r i e d .  

Motion t o  amend amendment no. 84 was seconded and defea ted  by r o l l  c a l l  vote .  

FIotion t o  adopt  amendment no. 8 4  t o  A r t i c l e  TI1 was defea ted  by r o l l  c a l l  vote. 

Artic1.c I I I  ns ntloptcd on Second nnd FJnl11 Reading is a s  follows: 

ARTICLE 111: EXECUTIVE BRANCH 

Sec t ion  1: Execlitive Power. The execu t ive  power of t h e  Commonwealth 
s h n l l  bc ves ted  i n  n governor who s h n l l  b e  rcspons'ible f o r  t h e  f a i t h f u l  
execut ion of t h e  laws. 

Sec t ion  2:  Q u a l i f i c o t i o n e  of t h e  Governor. The governor e h a l l  be 
quo1if:ied t o  v o t e  I n  ttlc Comonwcnlth, a t  l e n ~ t  t l i i r t y  y e a r s  of age, and 
n res.ldent nnd domic i l i a ry  of t h e  c o k o n w e n l t h  f o r  a t  l e a e t  seven yeara  
i m e d i u t e l y  preceding t h e  d a t e  on which t h e  governor t a k e s  o f f i c e .  A 
d i f f e r e n t  p e r i o d  of r e s i d e n c e  and domic i le  may be  provided by law. No 
person convic ted  of 8 fe lony  i n  t h e  Commonwealth o r  i n  any a r e a  under t h e  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t h e  United S t n t e s  may be e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h i s  o f f i c e  u n l e s s  
a f u l l  pardon has  been gran ted .  
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Section ' I :  1-1 c1it.c-nrint C:ovcrnor. Thc l i  eu tenon t  governor s h a l l  have -------- ---.- 
t h e  some q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  a s  r equ i red  f o r  the  o f f i c e  of governor and e h a l l  
perform those  d u t i e s  s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e  and t h o s e  ass igned  by t h e  
governor o r  provided by law. Whenever t h e  o f f i c e  of l i e u t e n a n t  governor is 
vn(::lrlC, t  lie p,ovr*rlior !;I1111 I nlipo l r i t  n  Rrlcccnsor wi th  t h e  adv ice  and consent  
c l r  L l l c .  :11.11:11 1.. 

S e c t i o n  4 :  J o i n t  E l e c t i o n  of t h e  Governor and L ieu tenan t  Governor. 
The govcrnor and l i c u t c n n n t  governor s h a l l  be e l e c t e d  a t  l a r g e  w i t h i n  t h e  
Commonwealth and f o r  n  term of o f f i c e  of f o u r  y e a r s .  The governor  and 
l i e u t c n n n  t govcrrlor s l i n l l  bc e l c c t c d  j o i n t l y  wi th  each  v o t e r  c a s t i n g  a  
s i n g l e  v o t e  npp l i cab le  t o  both o f f i c e s .  No person may be e l e c t e d  governor 
more t h a n  t h r e e  times. 

S c c t i o n  5: Comptmsation. The governor  s h a l l  r e c e i v e  an annua l  s a l a r y  - 
of twenty thousand d o l l n r s  and t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  governor  an annua l  s a l a r y  of 
e i g h t e e n  thousand d o l l a r s .  Both s h a l l  r e c e i v e  reasonab le  a l lowances  f o r  
expenses provided by law. Upon t h e  recommendation of  t h e  a d v i s o r y  commiaaion 
on compensation provided by A r t i c l e  XI, s e c t i o n  10 ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  may change 
t h e  s a l a r y  of t h e  governor  o r  l i e u t e n a n t  governor.  Ne i the r  s a l a r y  may be  
chnngcd d u r i n ~  o tcrm of o f f i c e .  

S e c t i o n  6: Otlicr Covernmrnt Employment-. The governor o r  l i e u t e n a n t  
governor  may n o t  s e r v e  i n  ano ther  Commonwealth p o s i t i o n  o r  r e c e i v e  compen- 
s a t i o n  f o r  pcrform:~nce of o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  o r  from any governmental body 
excep t  a s  provldcd by s e c t i o n  5. Tlie l e g i s l a t u r e  s h n l l  e n a c t  a  code of 
conduct f o r  t h e  governor ,  l i e u t e n a n t  governor  and heads of e x e c u t i v e  
depar tments  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  a  requirement  of d i s c l o s u r e  of f i n a n c i a l  o r  '. 

personal  i n t e r e s t s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  p reven t  c o n f l i c t s  of i n t e r e s t  i n  
t h e  pcrformnnce of o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s .  

S c c t l o n  7 :  S u c c c ~ ~ i o n  t o  tllc! Govcrnors l~ lp .  I n  c a s e  of t h e  removal, 
dea th  o r  r e s i g n n t i o n  of t h e  governor ,  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  governor s h a l l  become 
governor .  I f  t h e  o f f i c e s  of governor  and l i e u t e n a n t  governor a r e  b o t h  
v a c a n t ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  s e n a t e  s h a l l  become a c t i n g  governor.  An 
a c t i n g  governor  who assumes o f f i c e  when more than  one y e a r  remains i n  
t h c  tcrm may s e r v c  only u r ~ t  i l  a governor  is chose i n  a  s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  
providccl by law. 

S c c t i o n  R ~ A b s e n c e  o r  D i s a b i l i t y  of t h e  Governor. 
a) When ttic governor  is p h y s i c a l l y  a b s e n t  from t h e  Commonwealth, 

thc? 1icutcr1;111t govcrnclr a l i a l l  be a c t i n g  govcrnor.  I f  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  governor  
is a l s o  absen t  o r  i s  o t h e r w l s e u n a v a i l a b l q  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  of t h e  
s e n a t e  s h a l l  be a c t i n g  governor .  

b)  Wlicn t l ic :  governor i s  unab le  t o  d i s c h a r g e  t h e  d u t i e s  of 
tlic c3I-f l ~ c  by retisolir~ uf phys  l c n l  o r  mcntnl. d i s a b i l i t y ,  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  
govcrtlor s l i n l l  be nc.tiilg govcrnor .  1 f t h e  I  l e u t e n a n t  governor is u n a v a i l a b l e ,  
t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  oE t h e  s e n a t e  s h a l l  be a c t i n g  governor.  I f  t h e  pe r son  
nex t  i n  s u c c e s s i o n  t o  t h e  governor  has  reason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  governor 
i s  unable  t o  d i s c h a r g e  t h e  d u t i e s  of t h e  o f f i c e ,  t h a t  person s h a l l  f i l e  a 
p e t i t i o n  t o  d e c l a r e  a  vacancy w i t h  t h e  Cornonwealth a p p e a l s  c o u r t  o r  t h e  
Unitctl S t n t c s  D i s t r i c t  Court i f  no Commonwealth appea l s  c o u r t  has  been 
c r e a t c d  under a r t i c l e  L V ,  s e c t i o n  3. The c o u r t  has  o r i g i n a l  and e x c l u s i v e  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  de te rmine  a l l  q u e s t i o n s  regard ing  t h e  d i s a b i l i t y  of  t h e  
governor  and t h e  cx. ls tence of n  vacancy i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of governor.  

Sec t  ion 0 :  ICxccut ivtt Funct ions .  
a )  The governor  s h a l l  submit t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a proposed 

anntinl budget f o r  t h e  fol lowing f i s c a l  yenr .  The proposed budget s h a l l  
d e s c r i b e  n n t i c i p n t c d  revenues of t h e  Commonwealth and recommend expend i tu rea  
of Cn~llmonwccil t h  funcls . I n  prcpnr  l n g  ille proposed budget ,  t h e  governor  s h a l l  
colic l clc r a u l ~ ~ n l s a  ion m;r tk- by tlic mnyorci of Notn, Stlipan, Tininn and Aguiguan, 
tmd t h e  i s l a ~ l d e  nvrtll  of Salpnn ns t o  t h e  budgetary needs of t h i s  i s l a n d s  
and by t h e  execu t ive  a s s i s t a n t  appo in ted  under s e c t i o n  1 8  of t h i s  a r t i c l e .  
The , ~ o v ~ r n o r ' s s u b m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  budget s h a l l  
s t a t e  t h e  goverqor'e d i s p o s i t i o n  of t h e  budgetary r e q u e s t s  con ta ined  i n  
t h c s c  suhmIs~ . lons  nncl may i n c l t ~ d c  rccommcnded l e g i s l a t i o n  wi th  r e s p e c t  
t o  t i l x n t i o ~ ~ .  If o budgct is npprovcd by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  t h e  governor  



respective functions and dutics shall be allocated by law among and within 
not more than fifteen principal departments so as to group them so far as 
prscticnble according to major purposes. Regulatory, quasi-judicial and 
temporary agencies need not be n part of a principal department. The 
functions and duties of the principal department and other agencies of 
the Commonwealth shall be provfded by law. The legislature may reallocate 
offices, agencies and instrumentalities among the principal departments 
and may change their functlon~ and duties. The governor may make changes 
in the allocation of offices, agencies and instrumentalitlee and in their 
functions and duties that are necessary for efficient administration. If 
these changes affect existing law, they shall be set forth in executive 
orders which shnll be submittcd to tile legislature and shall become 
effective sixty days nftcr submission, unless specifically modified or 
disapproved by a majority of the members of each houee of the legislature. 
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nlny 1101 r ~ n  1 l o c n t r  npl~i opr l n l  rtl fllnd~ c s x c ~ p t  na provided by law. If 
a hudgct is not approved before the first day of the fiscal year, 
appropriations for government operations and obligations shall be at 
the level For the prcvior~s fi~cnl year. 

1)) 'I ' lrcs  uovtai llor 11l1ri l l rrpc~rt n t  1 r i tn t  nnrr~rr~ 1 ly to the 1.cginlature 
rrgnrtl l IIW tllc rll Sn l rti of tl~c (~ormn~uwcol tli r~nd new mensurcs tho t arc? 
necessary or desirable. 

c) The governor shnll h ~ v e  the power to grant reprieves, 
commutfitinns and pnrtlons aftcr conviction for offenses after coneultation 
with a bo~rd of parole to be established by law. This power shall not 
apply to impeachment. 

Section 10: Emerlcncy Powers. Tile governor may declare a state of 
emergency in tl~c case of invnslon, civil di~turbonce, natural disaster 
or otlicr calomity nnd may mobilize nvnilable resources to respond to that 
emergency. 

Section 11: Attorney General. The governor shall appoint an 
attorney general with the advlcc nnd consent of the senate. The attorney 
gcnernl slinll be responsible for providing legal advice to the governor 
and executive departments, representing the Cormnonwealth in all legal 
matters, and prosecuting violations of Commonwealth law. 

Section 12: Public Auditor. The governor shall appoint a public 
auditorwith the advice and consent of each house of the legislature. 
The public auditor shall audit the receipt, possession and disburse- 
ment of public funds by the executive, legislative and judicial branches 
of the government, an instrumentality of the ,Commonwealth or an agency 
of local govermntnild sliall perform other duties provided by law. The 
public :rutlitor sha l l .  rcbport to the legielature and the governor at leaet 
once every year and this report shall be made public promptly. The 
public auditor may be removed only for cause and by the affirmative 
vote of two-thirds of the members of each house of the legislature. 
In the event that there is a vacancy in the office of public auditor, 
the presiding officer of the Rennte ~hnll appoint a temporary public 
nuditor to serve tlntil tlre vncnricy is tilled. 

Section 13: Dep9rtment of Education. The legislature shall 
estnbiish o department of education that shall be headed by a euper- 
intendcnt of education appointed by a representative board of education. 
The governor shall appoint the members of the board of education for 
a term of four years with the advice and consent of the senate. The 
board of educaton shall formulate policy and exercise control over 
the public school system through the superintendent. The composition 
of the bonrd of educntlon and other mntters pertaining to its operations 
and dutlcs slinll be provided by law. 

Section 14: Heads of Executive Departments. Each principal 
department shall be under the supervision.of the governor and, unless 
otherwise provided by law, shnll be headed by a single executive. The 
governor s h a l l  nppolnt tl~c ticads of executive departments with 
the advice and consent of the senate. The governor may remove the 
heads of executive departments. The governor may at any time require 
information in writing or otherwise from the head of any administrative 
department, office or agency of the Commonveolth. 

Section 15: Executive Branch Departments. Executive branch offices, 
agencies and instrumentalities of the Commonwealth government and their 
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S t  i I I :  C-1.v.l 1 - Szr-v_!cc. Tltc: l ep , i s la tu re  ~ l ~ a l l  provlde f o r  a .,.p -- ------ 
I I ~ I I - ~ H I I . L  L H I I I I  1i11d Lt~clc.l~c~ldent: c l  v L L ~ c r v l c e  commieston w l t 1 1  the duty t o  . -? 9;: !+ e s t a b l i s h  and ndministcr personnel  p o l i c i e s  f o r  the  Commonwealth government. ,,;;: 
The commission's a u t h o r i t y  s h a l l  extend t o  p o s i t i o n s  o t h e r  than those  f i l l e d  .:'<i? 
by al( .c t ion or  h y  n\rpolntmo.nt of thc governor i n  t h e  departments and . , -<..,# . ...;* p 

> _-. . 
~ I K I - I I ~  11 . r1  01 ~ I I { *  C X ~ * ~ : I I ~  [vc I,r~tuc.l~ lirltl 111 tlic ndmin in t ra t ive  s t n f f e  of % : $. 
tlic l e g l s l u t i v c  nnd J u d f c a l  branches. Appointment and promotion w i t h i n  .;$$ 
t h e  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  s h a l l  be based on m e r i t  and f i t n e s s  demonstrated by . ,.;+ A .p ;: 
examination o r  by o t h e r  evidence of competence. ; -:s 2 

:;:22 
Sc!:ti.on 1 7 : j ; u u i c  S c r y i ~ s .  

a) 'I'l~e govi.rnor m y  d e l c g u t c  t o  a  mnyor clccced under tire 
p r o v L ~ l o n s  of  Arttc.1~- V Z ,  u e c t i o ~ l  2 ,  r c s p o n ~ l i h l l i l y  fo r  t h e  execut ion 
of  Commor~wcalth laws rl;ld tire admin is t ru t ion  or publ lc  s e r v i c e a  Ln t l ~  
i s l a n d  o r  i s l a n d s  i n  whlch t h e  mayor has  been e l e c t e d .  Servicee being 
provided on a decent ra l ized  b a s i s  i n  Rota and Tin ian  on t h e  e f f e c t i v e  
date of  t h i s  Constitution u h n l l  cont lnue t o  be provided on t h i s  b a s h  
u n l e s s  t l ~ e  governor pcrvonnlly certifies a f t e r  publ ic  hearings on t h e  
i s l a n d  Lnvolvcd t h a t  s11cll d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  i s  i n c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  t h e  
c f f  i c i c l l t  and econom1cn.l d e l i v e r y  of s e r v i c e s .  

b)  I'ublLc ncrv iccs  on Rotn and Tin ian  ~ l l a l l  be  silpervieed 
by a  r e s i d e n t  department head i n  t h e  t h e  departments p rov id ing  t h e  
s e r v i c e s  appointed by t h e  head of t h e  execu t ive  branch department w i t h  
t h e  adv ice  and consent of  t h e  m j o r i t y  of t h e  members of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
r ron~  ~ 1 1 c  ncnntor in l  '1 1st r  Lct 1.n which t h e  r e s i d e n t  department head s h a l l  
servc.. Tllese nrranp,cmcnts shnl.1 apply t o  t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  of Saipan 
wlle11 t l ~ c  popul i i~ iou  of t h e s e  i s l a n d s  exceeds one thousand persons., 

c )  Publ ic  s e r v i c e s  sha:l be provided on an e q u i t a b l e  b a s i s  
t o  t h e  c i t i z e n s  of the  Commonwenlth. The l e g i s l a t u r e  may r e q u i r e  t h a t  
t h e s c  nervlrer, bc provlded through d c c e n t r a l  {.zed admin le t ra t ive  arrange-  
ments. Tllc Rovcrnor s l ~ a l l  make any necessary recommendations t o  t h e  
l eg i s lu tg i rc  i n  order  t o  accomplFsh t h i s  o b j e c t i v e .  

Sc:ction 18: Ex-c~utLve A s s i s t a n t  f o r ~ a r o l i n l o n  A f f a i r s .  -. 
u )  Tlre govcrnor s l l a l l  appoint  an execut ive a s s i s t a n t  f o r  . . , 

Cnro 1 111 [.on :I[ f :I 1 rs W I I O  IF, accep tab le  t o  t h e  Caro l in ian  community 
w i t h i n  t h c  Commonwealth. 

b) T11e cxcc.ut ive  a s s i s t a n t  
count: 11 crcatc'l under A r t i c l e  V Z ,  s e c t i o n  5,  and s h a l l  adv ise  t h e  
governor on mat te r s  a l f c c t i n g  persons of Caro l in ian  descent  w i t h i n  s h e  .,.. 
Comonwealth. I 

c) The execut ive  a s s i s t a n t  
government p o l i c i e s  and t h e  a v a i l a b i l  
f o r  pcrsons o f  Carol lninn clcsccnt and 
on thcse  mat te r s  t o  the  governor. 

d )  The execu t ive  a s s i s t a n t  
conduct publ lc  I ~ c a r i n g s  regard ing  mat 
dcscen t .  Tllc execut ive a s s i s t a n t  may 
on t h e s e  m a t t e r s  t o  t h e  governor. 

e )  The execut lve a s s i s t a n t  

I1y tllc? p,ovc!r~lcl~. t o  tlic. l c . ~ I ~ l l r l f t ~ r ~ ,  n  
rel i~t111):  LO nlr1t t e r v  nf'fcc:ting persons of (:nrolinion dcscen t .  

£1 The execut ive  a s s i s t a n t  
i n  w r i t i n g  o r  otherwise with respec t  
C a r o l i n i a n  clcscent from t h e  o f f i c e r s  of any a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  department, 
o f  i f . c c  o r  ngcncy of the  Commonwealth. 

Sec t ion  19: Impeachment. The governor and l i e u t e n a n t  governor a r e  .:ti 
s u b j e c t  t o  impeachment as provided i n  A r t i c l e  11, s e c t i o n  8, o r  t h i s  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  Eor t reason ,  commission of a  fe lony ,  c o r r u p t i o n  o r  neg le  
of du ty .  



[.I,;,+ k ! , ~  1UN JubictlAL -- 4Uttl Day 
November 26, 1976 

1)clegnte Rnnlon Villagomez: I would llke 1 I, g i v e  n o t i c e  to  the. Houue t h a t  1 - 
in tend  t o  make a  motion t o  recons ider  A r t i c l e  I1 f o r  t h e  purpose of submi t t ing  
amendment nn. 85. 

I't-(*ultlcnt C~rcr rc ro :  Wc : ~ r - c a  I , ~ - l i f t ~ c l  on ot11-  ~ c - l ~ c d u l ~ .  nrrd w c  w i l l  postpone d i s c u s s i o n  .. . -  --- - 
of (.lint nmcn~lm~nt c ~ r l t i l  11 1 r~t:cr t  Lmc. 

Delegate  Rnmon Villagomez: I move t h a t  t h e  Convention Pres iden t  fo rmula te  a 
new schedule  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of a r t i c l e s  on Second and F i n a l  Reading, p l a c i n g  
t h o s e  i s s u e s  t h a t  a r e  nor c o n a t r o v e r s i a l  f i r s t  on t h e  calendar .  

,- 

Tlic motion wnr; ncvondcd. 

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero: Thcrc bcinp, no o b j e c t i o n  from t h e  l ' loor,  I w i l l  t a k e  
c a r e  of t h a t  mat te r .  

The Resident  Conunissioner w i l l  be h e r e  a t  8:30 a.m. Monday t o  p r e s e n t  
t o  t h e  Delegates  t l l c i r  C e r t i f i c a t e s  of E l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention. 

Floor  Leader Rnsn: I move t h a t  the Converltion suspend i tems 1, 2 and 3 o r  -- 
tllc Order of n u ~ i n c s ~  f o r  todny. 

The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

( 4 )  ADOPTION OF THE JOURNAL 

Floor  Lcnder R 5 :  T. move t h a t  t h e  Convention adopt t h e  Sunnnary J o u r n a l s  of 
t h e  38th and 39th Days. 

Thc motion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

Floor Lendcr R ~ R u :  I mnvc- t h a t  we suspend i t ems  5, 6 nnd 7 of the Order of --- 
Business  and move t o  i tem 8,  "Second and F i n a l  Rending." 

The motlon was ~ e c o n d e d  and c a r r i e d .  

Ch;~l.rman J o s e  M n f u n ~ :  I worrld l i k e  t o  ~ u h m i t  n  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  from t h e  -.------ ----- 
Coninli t t e c  on Govcrrimentnl Ins  t i  t u t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  diclposal of Delegate  
Proposa l s  by your Committee. 

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero: The Convention w l l l  r e c e i v e  your  repor t .  

( t ! )  SI':CONI) AND 1:lNAl. RI<ADIN(: 01: KECOMMENl)A'rlONS 

Floor  Leader Rasa: I move t h a t  t h e  Convention r e s o l v e  i t s e l f  i n t o  t h e  - 
Conmittee of t h e  Whole i n  o rder  t o  d i s c u s s  A r t i c l e  X ,  r egard ing  "Taxation," 
and A r t i c l e  X I V ,  r egard ing  "Natural  Resources," a s  shown under i t em 8 on 
our  Order of Rusincse. 

The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero:  I appoint  Delegnte  Benjamin Mnnglona t o  p r e s i d e  over  
t h e  Committee o i  tllc Whole. 

The Convention resolved i n t o  t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole a t  5 : 4 0  p.m. 

Tllc Convention r @ c c s ~ c d  whi lc  i n  t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole, t o  
r r ~ : o r ~ v c n c  111 Plrunrv  Scti!i Ion ~ I i e  f o l  lowlrrf: n~r)rr~lr~) :  n t  9 : 0 0  a.m. Recess was 
c:a.llcd a t  9:00 p.01. 

Nortlrcrn Plar ianns  Const i t i l t  i n n n l  
C o r l v c n  t ion 

(:onvcnt i on S c c r c t a r y  ' 


