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ARTICLE I V :  3 U J I C I A L  BRANCH 

S e c t i o n  1: J u d i c i a l  Power. The j u d i c i a l  power o f  t h e  - 

Commonwealth s h a l l  b e  v e s t e d  i n  a  j u d i c i a r y  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  

Mar iana  I s l a n d s  which s h a l l  i n c l u d e  t h o s e  t r i a l  and  a p p e a l s  c o u r t s  

e s t a b l i s h e d  by  t h e  ' l e g i s l a t u r e  u n d e r  t h i s  a r t i c l e .  

S e c t i o n  2: Commonwealth T r i a l  C o u r t .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  

s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  a  Commonwealth t r i a l  c o u r t .  T h i s  c o u r t  h a s  o r i g i n a l  

j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  a c t i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  l a n d  i n  t h e  Commonwealth and 

o t h e r  c i v i l  a c t i o n s  e x c e p t  t h o s e  i n  which t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  m a t t e r  

i n  c o n t r o v e r s y  e x c e e d s  f i v e  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s .  The c o u r t  a l s o  h a s  

o r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  c r i m i n a l  a c t i o n s  e x c e p t  t h o s e  i n  which  

t h e  d e f e n d a n t ,  i f  c o n v i c t e d ,  may b e  f i n e d  a n  amount chat e x c e z d s  

f i v e  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  o r  i m p r i s o n e d  f o r  a  t e r m  t h a t  e x c e e d s  f i v e  

y e a r s .  Fo r  a t  , l e a s t  f i v e  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  

c o u r t ,  a c t i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  l a n d  s h a l l  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  by  a  s p e c i a l  
, .- 

d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  c o u r t .  A t  l e g k t  one  f u l l - t i m e  judge  o f  t h e  

c o u r t  s h a l l  be a s s i g n e d  t o  Rota  and a t  l e a s t  o n e - f u l l - t i m e  judge  
/ 

o f  t h e  c o u r t  s h a l l  b e  a s s i g n e d  t o  T i n i a n .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  may 

v e s t  a d d i t i o n a l  c i v i l  and  c r i m i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  t h e  c o u r t  

a f t e r  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  h a s  been  i n  e f f e c t  f o r  a t  l eas t  f i v e  

y e a r s  o r  a t  a n  e a r l i e r  d a t e  i f  no  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t . C o u r t  

f o r  t h e  Nor the rn -  Mar iana  I s l a n d s  i s  a v a i l a b l e  u n d e r  a r t i c l e  I V ,  

s e c t i o n  4 0 2 ( b ) ,  o f  t h e  Covenant  t o  e x e r c i s e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  

c a u s e s  n o t  vest 'ed i n  t h e  Commonwealth t r i a l  c o u r t .  



S e c t i o n  3 :  Commonwea:-h Appea l s  C o u r t .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  - 
3 . .  

may e s t a b l i s h  a  Commonwealth a p p e a l s  cc>i i r t  t o  h e a r  t h o s e  a p p e a l s  

from judgments  and  o r d e r s  o f  t h e  ~ornm6nweal th  t r i a l  c o u r t  as  a r e  

r e q u i r e d  o r  p e r m i t t e d  by l a w  a f t e r  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  h a s  been  i n  

e f f e c t  f o r  a t  l eas t  f i v e  y e a r s  o r  a t  a n  e a r l i e r  d a t e  i f  no 

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D i s t l i c t  C o u r t  f o r  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar iana  I s l a n d s  i s  

a v a i l a b l e  unde r  a r t i c l e  I V ,  s e c t i o n  4 0 2 ( c ) ,  o f  t h e  Covenant  t o  

h e a r  t h e s e  a p p e a l s .  

S e c t i o n  4 :  Appoin tment  and Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  The g o v e r n o r  

s h a l l  a p p o i n t  j udges  o f  t h e  ~ o m m o n w e a l t h ~ c o u r t s  w i t h  t h e  a d v i c e  

and c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  s e n a t e .  The t e r m  o f  o f f i c e  s h a l l  b e  s i x  y e a r s  

and may b e  i n c r e a s e d  by l a w  t o  n o t  more t h a n  t w e l v e  y e a r s  f o r  

j udges  who h a v e  s e r v e d  a t  l e a s t  one  t e r m .  A j udge  s h a l l  b e  a t  
. 

l e a s t  t h i r t y  years cf a g e ,  a c i t i z e n  o r  n a t i o n a l  o f  t h e  Unitcd 

S t a t e s  a n d  p o s s e s s - - o t h e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  p r o v i d e d  by law.  

S e c t i o n  5:  Compensa t ion .  The compensa t ion  o f  j udges  

s h a l l  be p r o v i d e d  by law.  T h e  s a l a r y  o f  a  j udge  may n o t  b e  

d e c r e a s e d  d u r i n g  a  t e r m  o f  o f f i c e .  

S e c t i o n  6 :  S a n c t i o n s .  J u d g e s  are  s u b j e c t  t o  impeachment 

as p r o v i d e d  i n  a r t i c l e  11, s e c t i o n  8 ,  o f  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  

t r e a s o n ,  c o m i s s i o n  o f  a  f e l o n y ,  c o r r u p t i o n  o r  n e g l e c t  o f  d u t y .  

The l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  a n  a d v i s o r y  commission on t h e  j u d i -  

c i a r y  whose members i n c l u d e  l a w y e r s  and  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  

p u b l i c .  Upon recommendat ion o f  t h e  a d v i s o r y  commiss ion ,  t h e  g o v e r n o r  

may remove,  su.Spend o r  o t h e r w i s e  s a n c t i o n  a  judge  f o r  i l l e g a l  o r  

imprope'r c o n d u c t .  



/ 

S e c t i o n  7: L i m i t a t i o n s  on  A c t i v i t i e s  o f  J u d g e s .  A 
, . b  

f u l l - t i m e  judge  may n o t  h o l d  a n o t h e r  compensated government  

p o s i t i o n  o r  engage  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  law.  A judge  may n o t  nake  

a  d i r e c t  o r  i n d i r e c t  f i n a n c i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  a  p o l i t i c a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  o r  c a n d i d a t e ,  h o l d  a n  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e  i n  a  p o l i t i c a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  participate i n  a p o l i t i c a l  campaign,  o r  become a 

c a n d i d a t e  f o r  e l e c t i v e  p u b l i c  o f f i c e  u n l e s s  h e  h a s  r e s i g n e d  h i s  

j u d i c i a l  o f f i c e  a t  l e a s t  s i x  months b e f o r e  h i s  c a n d i d a c y .  

S e c t i o n  8 :  Rule-making Power. The j u d i c i a r y  o f  t h e  -- 

Commonwealth may p r o p o s e  r u l e s  g o v e r n i n g  c i v i l  and  c r i m i n a l .  

p r o c e d u r e ,  j u d i c i a l  e t h i c s ,  a d m i s s i o n  t o  and  governance  o f  

t h e  b a r  o f  t h e  Commonwealth, and  o t h e r  matters o f  j u d i c i a l  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  A p r o p o s e d  r u l e  s h a l l  b e  s u b m i t t e d  p.romptly 

t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and s h a l l  becorne eL'L'ec'iive s i x t y  d a y s  a f k r  

s u b m i s s i o n  u n l e s s  -d i sapproved  by a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  members o f  

o f  e i t h e r  house  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  U n t i l  r u l e s  are e s t a b l i s h e d  

'under  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  t h e ' r u l e s  of  t h e  High C o u r t  o f  t h e  

T r u s t   erri it or^ o f  t h e  P a c i f i c  I s l a n d s  s h a l l  a p p l y  i n  t h e  

/ Commonwealth c o u r t s .  


