
VERBATIN JOURNAL (TRANSCRIPT) 

F o r t y - F i r s t  Day 
S a t u r d a y ,  Novcmber 27, 1976 

The C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convent ion of t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  reconvened 
i n  Plenary S c s s i o n  a t  9:40 a.m. 

The Honorable Lorenzo I. Guer re ro ,  P r e s i d e n t ,  p r e s i d e d .  

Chairman Benjamin Manglona: I am happy t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  Committee of  t h e  
Whole h a s  ndopted A r t i c l e  X,  r e g a r d i n g  " t a x a t i o n  and Finance,"  and A r t i c l e  XIV, 
rc.gording "Nnturnl  Rctrourcc.s," as nmcnded, t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  s t y l e  amendments 
a R  proposcd by t h e  l e g a l  c011:j ul t r ~ r i t  n.  

Ac t ing  F loor  Leader  Juan  Tenor io :  I move t h a t  t h e  Convent ion adopt  A r t i c l e  X, 
as amended, on Second and F i n a l  Reading. 

The motioll was seconded. 

Motion t o  adop t  A r t i c l e  X on Second and F i n a l  Reading was vo ted  on by r o l l  
c a l l  vo te .  The v o t e  is a s  f o l l o w s :  

YES: Dcl cgn tca  DnvItl ALnl lg ,  Fcf i p c  A L I I ~ . ~ ~ , ,  ISc?dro A t n l i g ,  Vicen te  At t ao ,  
L u i s  Benavente,  J o s e  Borjn ,  Olympio Bor ja ,  Gregor io  Calvo, Antonio 
Camacho, Magdalena Camacho, J o s e  Cruz, Pedro Dela Cruz, J u a n  S. 
Demapon, H i l a r i o  Dioz,  Benigno F i t i a l ,  Lorenzo Guerrero ,  Henry 
Ilofecllncider,  P rudenc io  Manglona, Viccn te  Manglona, Pedro I g i t o l ,  
Rsteven King, L u i s  Limes, J o s e  Mafnas, Vicen te  Manglona, David 
M n r a t i t a ,  Pedro Ugo, Frarlcleco P n l n c i o s ,  Oecar Rasa, Leon Ta ieacan ,  
Juan Tenor io ,  Manuel Tenorio ,  .Testla Villagomez and Ramon Villagomez. 
(33 v o t e s )  

NO: Dclegntc  .Ioilclr~ln l ' o r r c s .  (1 v o t e )  

The motion c a r r i e d .  

A t i c l e  X ,  ndopted by t h e  Convention on Second and Fi.n.=l Reading, is  a s  fo l lows :  

ARTICLE X :  TAXATION AND I'IlB1,IC FINANCE 

S e c t i o n  I: P u b l i c  Purpose.  A t a x  may n o t  b e  l e v i e d  and an appropr ia -  
t i o n  of p u b l i c  money may n o t  be  made, d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y ,  excep t  f o r  a 
p u b l i c  purpose. 

Scct lor l  2: Report on Tnx R x c m p t l ~ .  Every f i v e  y e a r s  t h e  governor  --- 
s l l n l l  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  on t h e  s o c i a l ,  f i s c a l  and economic impact  
of t a x  exemptions p rov ided  by low. The r e p o r t  may i n c l u d e  recommendations 
by t h e  governor  on t a x  exemption p o l i c y  of laws. 

S e c t i o n  3: P u b l i c  Debt Aut l lo r i za t ion .  P u b l i c  d e b t  may n o t  b e  
au thor i zed  o r  i n c u r r e d  w i t h o u t  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  of  two-thi rds  of 
t h e  members i n  each house of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

Sec t lon :  P u b l i c  Debt L i m i t a t i o n .  P u b l i c  i n d c b t e d n e s s  o t h e r  than  
bonds o r  o t h e r  o b l i g a t i o n s  of t h e  government payab le  s o l e l y  from t h e  
revenuee d e r i v e d  from a  p u b l i c  improvement o r  under t ak ing  may n o t  b e  
a u t h o r i z e d  i n  excess  o f  t e n  p e r c e n t  of  t h e  a g g r e g a t e  a s s e s s e d  v a l u a t i o n  
of t h e  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n  t h e  Commonwealth. P u b l i c  i n d e b t e d n e s s  may 
n o t  be nu thor i zed  f o r  o p e r a t i n g  expenRes o f  t h e  Commonwealth government 
o r  i t s  p o l i t i c n l  s u b d i v i s i o n s .  

F l o o r  Leader Raea: I move t h a t  t h e  Convention adopt  A r t i c l e  X I V ,  regarding 
"Na tu ra l  Resources," on Second and F i n a l  Reading, a s  amended. 
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blotion t o  ndollt A r t i c l e  XZV on Second nlld F i n a l  Reading was vo ted  o n  by 
r o l l  c a l l  vo te .  The v o t e  is as fo l lows :  

YES: Dclcy,ntc.s D:ivfd Atnl fp , ,  17rl { p r  Atnl lp , ,  P rd ro  A t n l i g ,  V icen te  A t t a o ,  
I.,! !I \ \ ~ - I I I I V I . I I I  c.. . I o : I ~ ~   or.) 0 1  y111p 10 j $ o r j ~ ~ ,  [;rcgorLo Calvo, Antonio  
(:r~~lu~clio, I.lngclrll f:11:1 Cnnincho, J o s e  Cruz,  Junn S. Demapan, H i l a r i o  Diaz ,  
Bcnigno F i t i a l ,  Lorenzo Guer re ro ,  Henry Hofschneider ,  Pedro  I g i t o l ,  
Lu i s  Limes, J o s e  Mafnas,  Benjamin Manglona, P rudenc io  Manglona, 
V icen te  Manglona, F r a n c i s c o  P a l a c i o s ,  Oscar  Rasa,  Leon Ta ieacan ,  
J i ~ n n  Tenor io ,  Mnnucl Tenor io ,  J c s u s  Villagomez and Ramon Villagornez. 
(29  v o t e s )  

NO: D(:l.egatcs Pcdro D c a l a  Cruz ,  E3tevcn King, David M a r n t i t i a  and 
.lonquln Torrcfl. ( 4  v o ~ e o )  

(As pe r  e a r l i e r  o r d e r  of t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  1 a b s t e n t i o n  was counted as 
a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e ,  making t h e  v o t e  30 "yes" and 4 "no.") 

A r t i c l e  X I V ,  adopted by ttre Convention on Second and F i n a l  Rending, is  as 
Eollows: 

ARTICLE XIV: NATURAL RESOURCES 

S e c t i o n  1: Marine Resources .  The mar ine  r e s o u r c e s  i n  Waters  o f f  -- 
t h e  c o a s t  of  t l ie Commonwealth ove r  which t h e  Cpnunonwealth now o r  h e r e a f t e r  
m?y hnvc nny j u r i ~ d l c t i o n  unde r  Uni ted  S t a t e s  law e h a l l  b e  managed, c o n t r o l l e d ,  
1woter.tccl :11ic1 ~ ~ r ~ s c r v c ( 1  by t l ic I.rp,ittlnLurc f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of t h e  peop le .  

S e c t i o n  2: Un inhab i t ed  I s l a n d s .  The i s l a n d  of  Managaha s h a l l  b e  
ma in ta ined  as a n  u n i n h a b i t e d  p l a c e  and used o n l y  f o r  c u l t u r a l  and r e c r e a -  
t i o n a l  purposes .  The i s l a n d s  of S a r i g u a n  and Maug and o t h e r  i s l a n d s  
~ p c c i f l c t l  by Inw ulinlL Ilc. mn1nt;rincd nu unlnl lnbi tcd  p l a c e s  and used 
o i ~ l y  I.or Ilrcsicrvnt ion of h l r d ,  f l ~ t i ,  w i l d l i f c  arid p l a n t  s p e c i e s  excep t  
t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  m y  s u b s t i t u t e  i n  p l a c e  of  S a r i g u a n  a n o t h e r  i s l a n d  
a s  w e l l  s u i t e d  f o r  t h a t  pu rpose .  

S e c t i o n  3 :  P l a c e s  and Things  of  C u l t u r a l  and H i s t o r i a l  S i g n i f i c a n c e .  
P l a c e s  of impor t ance  t o  t h e  c u l t u r e ,  t r a d i t i o n s  and h i s t o r y  of t h e  p e o p l e  
of  t h e  Nor the rn  Mariana I s l a n d s  s h a l l  b e  p r o t e c t e d  and p rese rved  and p u b l i c  
a c c e s s  t o  t h e s e  p l a c e s  s h a l l  b e  ma in ta ined  a s p r o v i d e d  by law. A r t i f a c t s  
and ot l rer  t h i n g s  of c u l t u r a l  o r  h i s t o r i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h a l l  b e  p r o t e c t e d ,  
p re se rved  and m i n t n l n c t i  i n  t lrc Commonwealth a s  provided by law. 

President ( h c r r c r o :  We w i l l  now beg in  w i t h  o u r  Order  o f  Bus iness  f o r  t h e  4 1 s t  
Day. 

F l o o r  Leadcr  R n z :  1 movc wc suapcnd 1tcm.q 1 and 2 on t h e  Order  o f  Bus iness  - 
:inti go t o  Itoln 3 ,  " l lo l l  Cnl l  ." I f u r ~ l ~ c r  move t l l c l t  a f t e r  r o l l  c a l l  we suspend 
i t e n s  4 ,  5 ,  6 and 7 and go t o  i t e m  8 ,  "Second and F i n a l  Reading of  Recomenda t ione .  

The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

'I'hc Convcnt 1011 SecrcLrlry c n l  l e d  t h e  ro 11. 'There wcre 35 De lega te s  p r e s e n t .  
D e l e g a t e s  F e l i x  Ayuyu, C a r l o s  Camacho, D a n i e l  C a s t r o  and Herman Guer re ro  were  
excused.  No D e l e g a t e s  wcre a b s e n t .  

( 8 )  SECOND AND FINAL. READINC OF RECOt-iMENDATIflS 

F l o o r  I.cnder Rnsn: 1 niovc t l ie Convent ion r e s o l v e  i t s e l f  i n t o  t h e  Committee of 
t h e  \ h o l e  i n  o r d e r  t o  d i s c u s s :  

A r t i c l e  V ,  r e g a r d i n g  "Glashington R e p r e s e n t a t i v e "  
A r t i c l e  V I T ,  r r ~ n r r l i ~ l p ,  " E l i g i b i l i t y  t o  Vote" 
Ar t  i c l c  VI1 1, r c ~ o r d l n f :  "Election Procc.durcs" 
A r t i c l e  IV, r e g a r d i n g  " J u d l c i n l  Branch" 

The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  
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P r c ! ~  1dc11t ( : ~ ~ t b r r e r o :  I W-11 I t I  I 1 kc. L O  : I ~ [ ) ( I  I III I)clc*);ntc~ Yrnricisco T. P a l a c i o ~  t o  - 
p r e s i d e  ?vflr L I I C  Commit t c - ~ .  0 1  t h( .  Wl11, l c. l 'or t (>d;ly. 

The Convent  for^ 1-vsol vtrcl i rlto t l ~ c  (:ornml t t c c  of t h e  Whole a t  9:55 a.m. 

Chairmnn F r a n c i s c o  P a l a c i o s :  Thc Cornmtttee o f  t h e  Whole a s  adopted A r t i c l e s  
V I I ,  V I I I  and I V  w i thou t  ornc~~clmcnt and A r t i c l e  V w i th  amendment. 

Ac t ing  Pl.nor I.cndcr .J~r:ir~-_T_!;r~or!?~: I rnovc t h a t  t l ic Convcnt ion adop t  A r t i c l e  V ,  - 
regarding "Washington R e p r c s e n t n t i v c , "  a s  amended by t l ie C o r n i t t e e  o f  t h e  
Whole on Second and F i n a l  Reading. 

De lega te  Pcdro Dcln Cruz: Docs t h i s  i n c l u d e  t h e  c o n s u l t a n t ' s  s t y l e  changes  
f o r  consistency nnd c l n r i t y ?  

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero:  Yes, t h e  consensus  of t h e  Convent ion is t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  
r e p o r t  i n c l u s i v e  on a l l  s t y l e  changes .  

Motion t o  adop t  A r t i c l e  V on Second and F i n a l  Reading was seconded and 
c a r r i e d  u n o ~ ~ i m o u s l y  by r o l l  c a l l  v o t e .  (32 a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e s )  

A r t i c l e  V ,  adoptccl I)y t l ~ e  Convcnt ion on Sccond and F i n a l  Reading, is a s  
Eo1.low.s: 

AR'1' LC1.I: V : ItF,I'I{I:SENI'ATI O N  I N  '1'1111 UNITED STATES 

S e c t i o n  1: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s .  A r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
t o  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t c s  s h a l l  be  e l e c t e d  t o  r , ep resen t  t h e  Commonwealth i n  
tlle Ilrlltctl S t n t c g  nnrl t o  pc r fo rm t h o s e  r e l a t e d  d u t i e s  provided by law. 
l'lic y,ovc!rnor H I I I I L ~  [ ) rov lCI~  n  c c r t  l f  l c n r  1011 of ~ ~ l e c t i o n  promptly t o  
t h e  UnLted S t a r e s  Department of S t a t e  and t o  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  

S c c t i o n  2:  Term of O f f i c e .  The term o f f i c e  of t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
s h a l l  be two y e a r s  u n l e s s  i t  i s  i n c r e a s e d  t o  no more t h a n  f o u r  y e a r s  by 
i n i t i a t i v e  under  Article I X ,  s e c t i o n  1. 

S e c t i o n  3: Qualifications. The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s h a l l  b e  q u a l i f i e d  
t o  v o K i n  t h e  Commonwealth, a  c i t i z e n  of t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s ,  a t  l e a s t  
twcnty-fLve y e a r s  of n e e ,  and n r e s i t l c n t  and d o m i c i l i a r y  of t h e  Common- 
wc:1ltl1 l o r  n t  Lcnst s even  ycnra  Lrnmccllotely p reced ing  t h e  d a t e  on which 
t h e  r c p r e s e n t n t i v e  t i ikes  o f f l c c .  A c l l f f e r c n t  p e r i o d  of r e s i d e n c e  and 
dornic l le  may be provlded by law. N o  pc-rson c o n v i c t e d  o f  a  f e l o n y  i n  t h e  
Commonwealth o r  i n  any a r e a  under  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  
mnv bc c l i f i i b l c  f o r  thLs  o f f i c e  u1i1es.s n f u l l  pardon has  been g ran ted .  

!;cct.ion 4 :  Annual Repor t .  'rllra r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s h a l l  submit  a  
w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  by t h e  second Monday of  Janua ry  o f ' e a c h  y e a r  t o  t h e  
governor  and l e g i s l a t u r e  on t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ' s  o f f i c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  
d u r i n g  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  y e a r  and m a t t e r s  r e q u i r i n g  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of  t h e  
government o r  p e o p l e  of t h e  Commonwealth. 

S e c t i o n  5: Cornpcnsation. The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s h a l l  r e c e i v e  a n  
annual  s a l a r y  and r c a s o n o b l e  a l lowances  f o r  expenses  provided by law. 
The s a l a r y  may n o t  be  changed d u r i n g  a  term o f - o f f i c e ,  

Sect ton 6 :  Vncnrrcy. [n  t . 1 ~  c:vcrrt of a vncnncy i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s ,  t h e  governor  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a 
s u c c e s s o r  w i t h  t h e  a d v i c e  and consen t  of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

Scc t Lon 7 : I_mpeaclimcnt~. ' r11~  r c p r e u c n t a t i v e  is s u b j e c t  t o  
imy)cnc:hn~ei~t r l l r  prnv 1 Jcd I n  a r t  l c l e  J I ,  s e c t 1  011 8,  of  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
f o r  t r c o e o n ,  c o m i u n i o r l  of n felony, c o r r u p t i o n  o r  n e g l e c t  o f  duty .  

Ac t ing  F loor  Leader  J u a n  T e n o r i o :  I move t h a t  t h e  Convent ion adop t  A r t i c l e  
V I I ,  r e g a r d i n g " E l i g i b i l i t Y  t o  Vote ,"  a s  amended by t h e  recommended s t y l e  
changes .  

'Tile. mot i o n  was sccondccl. 
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1 r  I V 1  I 1 m : 1 mnvc8 i I I I I L  t l l c b  (:orlvcrllt loll l ~ d o p r  propoead amendmane --. ,A ---,.--- -- ---- 
no. 87 t o  A r t i c l e  V l l .  

The mot l on wnR ~ e c o n t l r ~ d .  

Delcgn~c  Pc:dro A t n l l q :  I C r l  person L:I ucrv lng  n  j a l l  term f o r  m a l i c i o e  mi.schief,  
a s s a u l t  and b a t t e r y ,  p e t t y  t h e f t ,  o r  s imple  misdemeanors, would t h e  p o l i c e  be  
r e q u i r e d  t o  tnke t h a t  person t o  t h e  p o l l s  t o  v o t e  i n  a n  e l e c t i o n ?  

Dc legn te  Ramon Villngomez: An ~ t a t c d  t h l s  morning, t h c  language does  n o t  
rcclui rc  t l rn t  t11c:lc pc r sons  I)c tnkcrl t o  t l lc p o l l s  t o  vo tc .  

Chairman Jose  Mafnns: I f  i t  is s t a t e d  i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  they  can  v o t e ,  
I want t h e  record t o  r e f l e c t  t h a t  t h e  Chief of P o l i c e  w i l l  t a k e  them t o  t h e  
p o l l s  t o  v o t e .  

D e l e g a t e  Pedro A t n l i g :  I cannot  s e e  t h e  r a t i o n a l e  f o r d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g  t h e s e  
j a i l s  terms.  I s t i l l  e x p r e s s  my o p p o s i t i o n .  

Motion t o  ntlopt nmerjdmc~it no. 87 t o  A r t i c l e  VII woe vo ted  on by r o l l  
c n l l  votc.. 

Motion t o  adopt  amendment no. 87 c a r r i e d .  

Motion t o  ntiopt A r t i c l c  V I I ,  nR nmcndcd I)y nmcndmcnt no. 87, i n c l u s i v e  
of t h c  recommcndcd s t y l e  ~ l l i l n g e s ,  on Second and F i n a l  Reading was vo ted  on 
by r o l l  c n l l  votc .  The v o t e  is a s  fo l lows :  

YES: De lega te  F e l i p e  A t a l i g ,  V icen te  A t t a o ,  L u i s  Benavente,  Pedro 
Dela Cruz, H i l a r i a  Diaz ,  Benigno F i t i a l ,  Corenzo Guer re ro ,  Henry 
Ilof.qcllncidcr, Pcdro I g i t o l ,  Estcven King, L u i s  Limes, J o s e  Mafnas, 
llcnjnmin Mnnglonn, P rudcnc lo  Mnllglona, V tccnte  h n g l o n a ,  David 
M a r a t i t a ,  F r a n c i s c o  P a l a c i o s ,  Oscar  Rasa,  Leon Ta i sacan ,  Juan  
Tenorio ,  Manuel Tenorio  , Joaqu in  T o r r e s ,  J e s u s  Villagomez and 
Ramon Villagomcz. ( 2 4  v o t e s )  

NO: De lega tes  David A t a l i g ,  Pedro A t a l i g ,  F e l i x  Ayuyu, J o s e  Bor ja ,  
Gregor io  Calvo,  Antonio Camacho, Magdalena Camacho and Juan  S. 
Demapan. (8 v o t e s )  

1 S I :  I lc l .c~ntc .  Pcdro 0y.o (1 v o t c )  

(As p e r  a n  e a r l i e r  r u l l n g  of  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  one n b s t e n t i o n  was 
coun ted  a s  an a f f i r m a t i v e  vo te .  T h e  f i n a l  v o t e  was 25 "yes" and 8 "nos.") 

The mot i o n  c a r r i e d .  

A r t i c l c  V L L ,  a s  adopted on Second and Final Reading, is  a  fo l lows :  

'ZRTICLE V I I :  ELIGIBILITY TO VOTE 

S e c t i o n  1: Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of  Voters .  A person i s  e l i g i b l e  t o  
v o t e  wllo, on tl te d a t e  of t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  i s  e i g h t e e n  y e a r s  of  age  o r  
o l d e r ,  is domic i l ed  i n  t h e  Commonwealth, i s  a r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  Common- 
w e a l t h ,  and has r e s i d e d  i n  t h e  Commonwealth f o r  a p e r i o d  of t ime  
providcd by law,  is  n o t  s e r v i n g  a  sen tence  f o r  a  f e l o n y ,  h a s  n o t  been 
found by  n c o u r t  t o  1)c of unsound mind, and i e  e i t h e r  a  c i t i z e n  o r  
r l a t ionn l  o f  t h c  U r ~ i t c d  S t n t e s .  Tllc legislature mny r e q u i r e  t h a t  pe r sons  
e l i g i b l e  t o  v o t e  be  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  United S t a t e s .  

S e c t i o n  2 :  P r o h i b i t i o n  of  L i t e r a c y  Requirement.  A person  may 
n o t  be  dcnicd t h e  r i g l l t  t o  v o t e  becouse t h a t  pe r son  is u n a b l e  t o  r e a d  
-or w r i t c .  

S e c t i o n  3 :  Domici le  and Residence.  The l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  implement 
s e c t i o n  1 by p r o v i d i n g  t h e  c r i t e r i a  by which domic i l e  and r e s i d e n c e  s h a l l  
Ile de tcnn incd  f o r  v o t i n g  purposes  and s p e c i f y i n g  t h e  l e n g t h  of  r e s i d e n c e  
w L t l l i ~ l  tlle Cornmonwcn.ltlt t h a t  s h a l l  be r e q u i r e d .  
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Ctlnirmnn Fr:lrlcLt~co PII~:ICI.OH: I  move t l l a t  C I I C  Convent i o n  a d o p t  A r t i c l e  V I I I ,  
r e g a r d i n g  " E l e c t i o n s ,  I t  as amended by t h e  recommended s t y l e  changes .  

The mo t ion  W:IS secontlctl . 

b f o t  1 , ) II  I o 1 1 t l t l l ) t  A r . 1  I I. I t s  V 1 I I  O I I  !;c*c:o~ltl r ~ r ~ t l  I:LIIIIJ Rcad i n g  wee v o t e d  o n  
t)y r o l l  cn 1 1  v o t e .  '1'11tX n ~ o t  1o11 c r ~ r r l  ctl u l~nn imous ly .  (32 a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e s )  

A r t i c l e  V I I I ,  a s  a d o p t e d  by  t h e  Conven t i on  on  Second and  F i n a l  Reading  i s  
as f o l l o w s :  

AICL'ICLE V I I I  : ELECTIONS 

S e c t i o n  1: Regu la r  G e n e r a l  E l e c t i o n .  The r e g u l a r  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  
o f  t I lc  Commo~~wcalth stl;ill b e  h e l d  on  t h e  f i r s t  Sunday i n  November. 

S e c t i o n  2: O t h e r  E l e c t i o n s .  O t h c r  e l e c t i o n s  may b e  h e l d  as p r o v i d e d  
by law.  

Sec t i .on  ? ~ E l c r t i o n  P r o c e d u r e s .  The l e g i ~ l a t u r e  may p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  --- 
r e g i s t r n t i o ~ l  of  v o t e r s ,  n o m i n n t i o n  o f  c n n d j d n t e s ,  a b s e n t e e  v o t i n g ,  s e c r e c y  
Ln v o t i n g ,  n d m L n i s t r a t l o n  o f  e l c c t i o n a ,  r e ~ o l u t i o n  o f  e l e c t i o n  c o n t e e t e ,  
and  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  e l e c t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s .  

S c c t i o n  4 :  Tak ing  O f f i c e  A f t e r  E l e c t i o n s .  O f f i c e r s  e l e c t e d  a t  t h e  
r e g u l n r  p ,enern l  e l c c t l o n  s h a l l  t a k e  o f f i c e  on  t h c  s econd  Monday i n  
Jnntrnry o f  t t lc  y c n r  fol  lowir~p ,  t l l c  y e n r  i n  whjcll  t h e  e l e c t i o n  was h e l d .  

Chai rman F r o r ~ c i s c o  P a 1 a c l . o ~ :  I move t h a t  t h e  Conven t i on  a d o p t  A r t i c l e  IV, 
r e g a r d i n g  " J u d i c i a l  B r a n c l ~ , "  on  Second and  F i n a l  Reading  as amended by 
t h e  recommended I3tyle c h a n g e s .  

The  mot ion  was s e c o r ~ d c d .  

Mot ion  t o  a d o p t  A r t i c l c  I V  on  Second and  F i n a l  Reading  was v o t e d  on  b y  
r o l l  c a l l  v o t e .  Thc mo t ion  c a r r i c d  unan imous ly .  ( 3 1  a f f i r m n t i v e  v o t e s  and  
1 n b s c ~ l t i o n ,  t h c  ohti tent  i on  b e i n g  r u l c d  e a r l i e r  t o  be  c o u n t e d  a s  a n  a f f i r m a -  
t l v e  v o t e ,  m:~killg t i l e  c:orukt 33 "ycs ." )  

A r t i c l e  I V ,  as adop t ed  o n  Second and  F i n a l  Reading ,  is as f o l l o w s :  

AR'I'TCl.lr TV:  .JUI) ICIAl. RHANCH 

S e c t i o n  1: Jud  i c  l a1 l'owcr-. Tllc ) t ldic: ial  puwcr o f  t h e  C o m o n w e n l t h  
s h a l l  be v e s t e d  i n  n  j r l dLc i a ry  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar iano  I s l a n d s  wh ich  e h a l l  
l n c l u d c  t h o s e  t r l n l  nntl a p p e a l s  c o u r t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  u n d e r  
t h i s  a r t  ic1.c. 

S e c t i o n  2:  Commonwealth T r i a l  C o x .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  
a Cormnonwealt h  t r i a l  c o u r t .  T h l s  c o u r t  h a s  o r i g i n a l  j r ~ r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  
n c t i o n n  i r l vo lv lng  l nnd  i n  t l ~ e  Cornrno~lwcnltl~ nnd o t h e r  c : iv i l  a c t i o n e  e x c e p t  
t h o s p  In which tlic v11111c~ o f  t t ~ r  mnttcsr  111 cont  r o v c r a y  cxceede  f i v e  t housand  
d o l l n r s .  The co l l r t  r ~ l > j r >   ha^ o r l ~ L ~ ~ r ~ l  1 u r  lml l c t  1011 over c r i m i n a l  ~ c t i o n u  
e x c e p t  t l l o se  i n  whicll t h e  d ~ [ p n d ; ~ n t ,  i f  c o n v i c t e d ,  may b e  f i n e d  a n  amount 
t h a t  e x c e e d s  E ive  t housand  d o l l a r s  o r  impr i soned  f o r  a t e r m  t h a t  e x c e e d s  
f i v e  y e a r s .  For  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  c o u r t ,  
a c t i o n s  i nvo l . v ing  l a n d  s h n l l  b e  c o n a i d e r e d  by  a s p e c i a l  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  
c o u r t .  At: 1  ( ' : i r i t  nlrc! fir 1 I - t  lmc. Jl~clp,~! o f  t l i c  c o u r t  ~ h n l l  b e  a e s i g n e d  t o  
Kotn nncl n t  l o n v t  o l ~ c - f u l l  j u d g c  o r  t l l c  c o u r t  t t l ra l l  b e  a s s i g n e d  t o  
T i n i n n .  The l c g i e l a r u r e  may v c n t  a d d i t i o n a l  c i v i l  and  c r i m i n a l  j u r i s -  
d i c t i o n  i n  t h e  c o u r t  a f t e r  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  h a s  b e e n  i n  e f f e c t  f o r  a t  
least f i v e  y e a r s  o r  a t  nn  e a r l i e r  d a t c  i f  n o  U n i t e d  S t a t e e  D i e t r i c t  
C o u r t  f o r  t h e  Nor t l l e rn  Mar inna  I s l a n d s  is a v a i l a b l e  u n d e r  Article IV, 
s e c t i o n  4 0 2 ( b ) ,  of t h e  Covenant  t o  e x e r c i s e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  c a u s e s  
n o t  v e s t e d  i n  t h e  Colmnonwealth t r i a l  c o u r t .  

S e c t i o n  3:  Commonwcalth Appea l s  C o u r t .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  may 
e s t a b l i s h  a  Commonwenlth a p p e a l s  c o u r t  t o  h e a r  t h o s e  a p p e a l s  from 
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J i ~ d g r n ~ ~ i [  I!X n11'1 o r d c r t ~  o f  1 lie ( : ( > l ~ l l ~ l l ~ c l l l  L I I  t r  l a1  c o u r t  o~ n r e  r e q u i r e d  o r  
p e r m i t t e d  by law a f t e r  t h l v  C o n s t i t u t i o n  h a s  been i n  e f f e c t  f o r  a t  l e a s t  
f i v e  y e a r s  o r  a t  an  e a r l i e r  d a t e  i f  no Un i t ed  S t a t e e  D i s t r i c t  Cour t  f o r  
t h e  Nor the rn  Morinnn Ts1nnd.s i s  n v a i l a b l e  under  A r t i c l e  IV, s e c t i o n  4 0 2 ( ~ ) ,  
( j f  t l i ~  ~ ~ ~ ~ v P I I : ~ I ~ (  t o  III-III. IIP!II- 1ipppn111. 

Scbc t i o n  4 : Appo l l ~ t n i e r ~ t  a ~ l d  Q l o l i f  i c n t  i ons .  The governor  shrill 
a p p o i n t  j udges  of t t ie Commonwealth c o u r t s  w i t h  t h e  a d v i c e  and consen t  
of t h e  s e n a t e .  The term of o f f i c e  s h a l l  b e  s i x  y e a r s  and may b e  i n c r e a s e d  
by law t o  n o t  morc than  twelve  y c n r s  f o r  j udges  who have s e r v e d  a t  l e a s t  
one term.  A  judge s h a l l  be  a t  l e a s t  t h l r t y  y e a r s  of age ,  a c i t i z e n  o r  
n a t i o n a l  of  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  and p o s s e s  o t h e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  p rov ided  
by law. 

S e c t i o n  5: Compensation. The compensat ion of judges  s h a l l  b e  
p rov ided  by law. The s a l a r y  o f  a judge  may no t  be  dec reased  d u r i n g  
t l ie term of o f f i c e .  

S e c t i o n  6 :  S a n c t i o n s .  Judges  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  impeachment as 
p rov ided  i n  A r t i c l e  11, s e c t i o n  8 ,  of t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  t r e a s o n ,  
cnmnii 9 s  l on of n f c l o ~ l y ,  co r r r ip t l  on o r  nrlr , lrc. t  o f  tluty. The l e g i s l a t u r e  
s t l n l l  ~ > s t t i l ) l  JsIr an  1111~  I s o r y  c o m m i s ~ i o i ~  o n  t l le j u d i c i a r y  whose members 
i n c l u d e  l awyers  and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  p u b l i c .  Upon recommendation 
of t h e  a d v i s o r y  commission, t h e  gove rnor  may remove, suspend o r  o t h e r -  
w i s e  s a n c t i o n  a judge f o r  i l l e g a l  o r  improper  conduct .  

S c c t l o n  7:  L i rn i tn t ions  on A c t i v i t i e s  o f  Judges .  A f u l l - t i m e  judge 
may n o t  ho ld  a n o t h e r  compensated government p o s i t i o n  o r  engage i n  t h e  
p r a c t i c e  of law. A judge may n o t  make a  d i r e c t  o r  i n d i r e c t  f i n a n c i a l  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  a  p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o r  c a h d i d a t e ,  ho ld  a n  e x e c u t i v e  
o f f i c e  i n  n  p o l i t i c n l  n r g n n i z n t i o n ,  p n r t i c i p a t e  i n  a  p o l i t i c a l  campaign, 
o r  bcconlc n  c;ilididntc f o r  e l e c t i v e  p u b l i c  o f f i c e  w i t h o u t  r e s i g n i n g  
j u d i c l a l  o f f i c e  a t  l e a s t  s i x  months b e f o r e  becoming a c a n d i d a t e .  

S e c t i o n  8: Ru1.c-making Power. The j u d i c i a r y  o f  t h e  Commonwealth may 
proposi- rrl.llrs govcrnlny: c i v i l  and c r i m i n a l  p rocedure ,  j u d i c i a l  e t h i c s ,  
n t l m  l:;:; I O I I  I-o : I I I ( I  R C ) V C ~ ~ ~ A * F  o f  1:11(. I ~ n r  of t  lie Commweolth, and o t h e r  
in i l t tcrs  o f  J u i l l c i o l  ndaii n i s c r a t  i o n .  A  proposed r u l e  s h a l l  b e  s u b m i t t e d  
prompt ly  t o  t h e  legislature and s h a l l  become e f f e c t i v e  s i x t y  days  a f t e r  
submiss ion un.1cs.s clLs:~pprovcd by n m a j o r i t y  of t h e  members o f  e i t h e r  house  
of t l lc 1 . c g l s l a t u r e .  U n t i l  r u l e s  a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  under  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  t h e  
r u l e s  of t l ie High Court of t h e  T r u s t  T e r r i t o r y  of t h e  P a c i f i c  I s l a n d s  
s h a l l  a p p l y  i n  t h e  Commonwealth c o u r t s .  

P r e s i d e n t  Ci ler rero:  Wc have cornpletetl a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  i t e m s  on o u r  -- - -- 
Order  o f  Bus iness  f o r  t h i s  mornlng, b u t  t h c r c  Is now a supp lemen ta l  
Order  f o r  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n ' s  s e s s i o n .  I would l i k e  t o  a s k  t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  
o f  a l l  t h e  D e l e g a t e s  s o  we can proceed and c o n s i d e r  t h e  i t em8  under  i t e m  
8 on t h i s  a f t e r n o o n ' s  Order  of Bus iness .  These  i t e m s  are: 

A r t i c l e  X I ,  r e g a r d i n g  " P u b l i c  Lands" 
A r t i c l e  X V I T I ,  r e g a r d i n g  " C o n ~ t i t t l t i o n a l  Amendment" 

F loor  Leader Rnsa: I move t h a t  t h e  Convent ion r e s o l v e  i t s e l f  i n t o  t h e  
Committee of t h e  Whole i n  o r d e r  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  i t e m s  c a l e n d a r e d  unde r  
Secontl nnd F inn1  Rending o n t h 1 s n E t c r n o o n ' s  Order  of Bus iness .  

Tile motiorl was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

Pres ic lcnt  Guerrero:  I a p p o i n t  D e l e g a t e  J e s u s  Villagomez t o  p r e s i d e  o v e r  
t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole. 

'l ' l~c (:c)~lvclnl:l on I . (>!II)  1 vc-tl I nt  o 1. l ~ r s  f:onenlt t c c  of t l ic?  W\lole a t  5: 35 p.m. 

T h e  Convention r e c e s s e d  w h i l e  i n  t h e  Committee o f  t h e  Whole. Recess  
w a s  call .cd a t  7:00 p.m., t o  c o n t i n u e  u n t i l  9 :00  a.m. t h e  f o l l o w i n g  morning. 

Nortl1c1.n Cl;~r ' i ;~nns ( : ( ) l l ~ t i t u t i o n ; l I  ~ o n v c n t  i on S c c r c t a r y  ( 
Convcll t  i on  -:!o 3- 


