
CONSTITUTIONAL. COtWEtlTION 
n f  thc 

ti1 ~l~l'lll~:l~t4 M A H I  APIA l::I,AtlIl:~ 

( 1 )  The C o n s t i t u t i o r l n l  Cor lvent in~l  o f  t h e  Nor the rn  M ~ ~ M A  Ts lnnds  was cnl . led  
t o  n r r i s r  at 10:20 a . m .  

'I'l~c I lo l~ornh 1.c I.:I.w~YI I). l:rrr~t~!un . Ilr:; lrlcr~(; (:ommi !:n i o n c r  , p r e s e n t e d  e a c h  
U e l e ~ a t e  w i t h  e.n e l e c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e .  

(2) A moment o f  s i l e n t  p r n y e r  was n l i s e rvcd .  

( 3 )  'Pllr C~lnval l t  ir111 :;~~cr'nl.rrry c:rrl lcrl 1.11~ r r ~  I1 . ' r l ~ c r c  wcre 37 Delefintca p r e n e n t .  
l)clc(:ut.cn .Jo:;c R. (:rllz rmd (::rrln:l S. (:runc~cl~r~ vcrr!  nhsenl;. Plo De lcga t ea  were 
excr~::ed. A quorum wns y r c s c n t .  

FI tl13r Ir?!ulcr Iinnn: MI'. rl.*.::i S I P I I L ,  T n~civr: f i r r  t.1~' rulc~pLlr,n o f  t h e  S t ~ n n a r y  - 
Jtr i1rnli .1~ or I)tiy:, h0  and 1 i 1 .  

The mo t ion  w a s  secnndcd nnd c a r r i e d .  

F l o o r  1.enclc1- Rnnrr: M r .  Prr::ialr.r~t;, 'I Incjvr I'clr t .11~ n ~ l n p t l n ~ ~  I IP  Verbat im 
a t .  I I ~ I I : ; < - ~ ! I I ~ . ~  1'01. l):ly:: :"i, :'fn. :"f, :>I \  ! t r ~ a l  

The mot ion  wu:: s c c c ~ n d ~ r l  nnrl c n r r i  ell. 

(6) COP.DlITTEE RET'OWr:; - None. 

Ca l enda red :  Ar t ic1 .c  I X ,  r e ~ a r d i n g  " I n i t i a t i v e .  Referendum k R e c a l l "  
A r t i c l e  X I I ,  r e g a r d i n g  "Land A l i e n a t i o n "  
Preamble  

111,1111. I,cr~tl~'l '  l in :~ :~:  MI'. IS~-c.rri~lr-nl., I I I I I ~ V I *  t.1111t 1.111, C o n v c ~ ~ t . l o n  r c s o l v c  i n t o  - -.---- 
I:l~c. i:~~ml~~LLLci. or I . I I ~ .  W l l l > l r  i t ~  o r l lc r  t.11 r.r~~l:;lclcr- t.l~c! j temo 1j .n tcd  u n d e r  item 
cj.fi11t on t,l~c: caI.cnr11il.. 

The  mot. i.on wn:; ::ccollc\~d rlnrl ca:lr'r Id-tl. 

P I - e s i t l en t  Gi ler rcro  ~ p l ~ c ~ i r ~ t c d  De lf.~rat,r! h l v i d  Mnr-a t i tn  t o  p r c s i d c  o v e r  
t h e  Co~mni t tc -  ot'  t h e  Whole. 

P reo i r i cn t  Glierrci .r~:  The Convention w i  1 1  11nv cocnc brick t,o r ~ r r l c r .  C hnvc 
bccn irlrt.rrmcll't;h:~l: i t  v i l  1 r rc l~ l i  r r .  n ::llrnrt. ~nr-r.ja*,l tnf t,imct Ihr t h e  A r t i c l e s  
11:; !uII~-II~I, .~I liy LI Ic -  ( ? ~ I ~ I I I I  I l . t ,~8r~ 1' I , I I ~ ~  VIIII* I I *  t.11 l ~ r *  11rr.1111rr!tl m~ t l  11j s 1 , r i I ~ u t ~ d  ror 
t i i s c r ~ n s i o o  OI! Secorlcl 14ontli111;. 
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Delegate Rrunon Vil ln~omez:  Recrru!rn ot' t.hr 11clny r rq~ l i r r t i ,  I move t h a t  t h e  
Convention recerrs u n t i l  seven o 'c lock  t h i s  ~ v c n i n ~ .  

The motl~ln w n ~  nccr~r~nlr~l. 

Cllnitman 0. '1'. Rnrjn: M r .  I'rc.nldi!r~L, bcL'ot.~? vt. r rccno,  lnny T aak t l l ~ t  menbere 
o f  your Spec ia l  Committee meet r i g h t  a f t e r  t h i s  sess ion .  That'a t h e  one t h a t ' s  
composed of  Cl~nirmnn Mal'nnn, Chnirmun F i t  i n1  . Deleentc Ramon Villegomez, 
Delegate J.R. Cruz nrld F-irs t  Vice Prenitlent W~np.lonn, Delegcrte J.P. Tenorio and 
Delcp.nte Torrcn . 
Delegate Vicente Manelona: M r .  P r e s iden t ,  privi1ep.e. Since Delegate CruZ is 
not  ava i l ab l e ,  I would l i k e  t o  ask fo r  someone from Tininn t o  be appointed i n  
h i s  place.  

President  Cuerrero: I n  tllrrt case  I vlll appoint  t h e  Second Vice pres ident  
from Tinian t o  t ake  t h e  p l ace  of  Delegate Cruz. 

Also, a t  t h i s  t ime I wo~ild l i k e  t o  announce t h a t  t he  S t y l e  Cononittee f o r  
t h e  Convention w i l l  consist.  of s i x  members. I appoint t h e  fo l lov ing  members :  
Delegates M. Cam~cho, P. Atrilig, J. Villaeornoz, H. (;uerrero, M. Tenorio and 
L. Limes. 

Delegate .lesrls V i l l ~ ~ o m e z :  Mny T r+sk vhnt tlle S ty l c  Committee w i l l  do? 

Prcs idcnt  (:ucrrero: Thc Cnnunittce w i l l  r.elcct, tlic s t y l e  for l e t t e r i n g  of 
our  Cons t i tu t ion  and what documents should be produced by t h i s  Convention, e t  
ce te ra .  I t h i n k  t h e  Committee should meet tomorrow a t  8:30 i n  t h e  morning, 
i f  t h a t ' s  a l r i g h t  with everyone. 

I n  I :  l v l ,  I I '  l.trcl.r! I L I I ~ I ~ I I I .  11l1l1r1lr1l.r.11 Crnm TIII .JIL~? 

Pres ident  Cucrrero: I dotl't th ink  t h a t  w i l l  he req~rireci u i r~ce  t h j s  i s n ' t  
concerned with t h e  various mur~iciprrl.ities. I t  is concerned only with s t y l e .  

Motion t o  recess  car r ied .  

The Convention recessed a t  3:47 p.m. 

RECESS 

The (:i~r~vc:rltiot~ reconvi.llcd n t  ' 1 :  35 p.m. 

Chairman Elarat i ta :  Mr. Prcs ident ,  your Committee o f  t he  Whole i n  i t 8  meeting 
t h i s  af ternoon dcl ibcratcci  or1 Articlr: T X ,  rcp-trdin(5 " I n i t i n t i v e ,  Referendum 
nnd Recall ," A~.l.icle XTI, 1. renrd ln~  "l.tmr1 A1 Irncrtion," and t h e  Prcmble .  
A r t i c l e  T X  WIL:I rrdopLcd wl t l ~  tuncri~lnlctll., A r t ;  l o  1 r! XJT vnn nrlrlpted without mend- 
ment and t h e  Prerunblc was adopted as amerldcd by proposed amendment number 69. 

M r .  Pre s iden t ,  I move t h n t  A r t i c l e  I X .  as mended by t h e  Conmuittee Of 
t h e  Whole. bc adopted. Thnt nhollld a l s o  inrl.ude t h e  chances a s  recormnended 
f o r  s t y l e .  

The lnot l on wcin nccrlr\dc.tl. 

Delegate .Tun11 S .  Demnpru~: MI-. Presirlent,  1 rnavc t h u t  ~n-opoocd amendment 
nulnbcr 91 LC tirlopt.ec1. 

The motion was seconded. 

(Thc Plcrlnry Scssiou wrln concl~lrt,od Irl Ctirunorro from 7:bO p.m. u n t i l  
7:hg p . m . )  

D e l . e ~ a t c  Rmun Villagomez: Under t h e  oric,irlnl p e t i t i o n  on " In i t i a t i ve "  do 
t h e  mun ic ipa l i t i e s  have t h e  mechanism f o r  making t h e i r  own i n i t i a t i v e ?  

Delegate .T. S. Demnpnn: Yes. 

D c l e ~ a t e  Rmaon V i l . l ~ ~ o m e z :  And what is t.hc r l i f f e r s n ~ e  hetveen t h a t  mechanism 
and t h e  mechunism proposetl by t h e  eendmer~t.? 
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rl<.lc(:nt.e Rrvn!w Villn~omcz:  Sn the  c811ly nrrr.~~mcrrt you hnvc. ~~flninet .  ~1lOWinR a 
( : ~ ~ I I I I I I I I I I W P I I ~  1.11 i l l  1 I.  1111. 1 vr. i :: I .II:II .  1.11'. 1.t1nllwtIl ~11.r~1110 ( I T  ::~ripnn have never been 
I . & $  'l'i I1  I !I!'? 

l lc lccate R N ~ O I I  Villny,omez: I'm not  nure t hn t  i t  is n good argument t o  prevent  
c:tl~~~~t~onwcnl toll i l l  i 1.i 111. I vc 11c*i*ri11::c t.lrc. c.e~alrnt>rl pe.i,pl c hnvr, never been t o  Tin isn  and 
li~lL11.  'L L l ~ i ~ r h  wl.t.li Ll~c I.~.rur::p~wtal;loli. c i ~ n u n u r ~ i c u t ~ o ~ ~  nntl education we a r e  
developing ..... we may hnve t roub le  now but  we a r e  developing a Cons t i tu t ion  
f o r  t h e  fu ture .  I th ink  t o  prevent Connnonwealth i n i t i a t i v e  would be defea t ing  
ha l f  t h e  purpose o f  t h i s  sec t ion .  I think it is important t o  have t h e  p,eneral 
publ ic  of t h e  Commonwealth be uble t o  do t h i s  and they should be eiven t h i s  
opportunity.  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  opportunity is t h e r e  encorrages t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
t o  enact  those  laws needed by t h e  people. 

DeLecate Iiofschneidcr: Qucstion. When you ony Commonwealth i n  general. do 
you m a n  ~ 1 1  tire mrrlricjpnl i t . i ~ n ?  

Ilelcpnte I<nmtrr\ Vi.Llaf:omcx: Yes, I mcrw n l l  the  people of a1.l t h e  munic ipa l i t ies .  
When I t a l k  about t h e  Commonwealth 1 t a l k  aho~r t  n l l  t he  people of  t h e  Colmonwealth 
i n  ench munjci.pali1.y 1ooki .n~ n t  one qlre:r,t,io~~. Wlcn they n l l  vote on t h a t  one 
q~rc*::l.ion. '1'11~11 ytw ~lcl.c?ril~i~lr. nl l t111- vittn:l I'rtnll r r l l  tho m~micipnll t icl l .  

Clln i ~ . n ~ t u \  M:ll'nan : T wal~t !.(t rr:;k r r  (IIII::: t ICBTI o I. !)el t:,:~~te 1)cmupen. 1f  t h e  l e ~ i n -  
1nttu.e is  not  responsible t o  t h e  needs of t h e  &ellera1 public ,  what remedy o r  
mechanism is t h e r e  extended t he  public  t o  meet thesq  needs? 

Ctlirirmnn MnCilnn: No, I 'rn t n l k i n ~  nbcrlit ttir! Commi>nwenlth p,etreral public .  

Pcl c l ~ a t c  J\r!ul :;. Dcmrrpnn : (Chrmnrr,,) 

( : l~ t r i  1.1nn11 ~ M I I ~ ~ I K :  .Ilr::t 11' 1:1-11f2rnl , I V I.~II: Irs l : i  : ; I  ~~I , l l r e  rr!1'11:11*:: t n  t?r l l lCt  n - 
thnt. would trl'fect t i l t :  who1 r I:e~mmonvr?ult,h :uid 1.hc I c ~ i  sl t r turc i s  riot respnnnivr 
t o  t h e  dcsiro of t h e  r<erlrr:ll j1ub1 i c ,  wl~nt nici:hnnicm l o  tl1~1.1. extended t o  l.he 
prrl).l.ic t o  rc~,t.it'y o r  rcmetly I.hc si turr t inn? 

::tv.t.t,V.?lry -- A I a  I 1 ~ :  Y ~ I I I  ,]II::I. ~ I ~ J I ~ '  L c 11:r:L t 1 1 1 b  rv~:;vul ::. 
Clr~linnrur Mnf'r1:r:;: Na1. no, r l o .  Th is  j s  bel'~)r.r. t he  L'c~ur-yctrr term expi res  Ol' . 
tlrc three-y cnr tcr~rl cx1)ires. 

Srci-ctnry Al.:~l i ~ :  1 I : i 1 1  n ::hnrt t i m e . .  You .junL t.hrow t h e  r a s c a l s  
cmt 1111t1 don't. I'c:-PI(-IIL t l l ~ : ~ n .  

(:l~nilmnn Mnf~trrr.: M r .  F r e s idc r~ t ,  'I think t he  previous speaker has misunderstood 
my quest ion.  T r.c?rl i zc  I.tic check nrlcl bal.nncc ic there  for  t he  coming e l ec t i on ,  
ilowcvcr, 1: NII Lrllkirlg about Ll~e pcrioil these people a r e  s i t t i n g  on t h e  needs o r  
tAe &cnernl llublic r r r l c l  a r c  not responsive. 

I?c.l.er.:nte Junn S. bn~rrpt~n:  1,c:t. us tnltr. the t11~cr.L ion from another point of 
~-~s!'ercncc. ::fly I.tlrrl. I.hc I t y : i : :  ln!.ora I I I I L I ~ ~  r t  l rrw I.11ul; i n  11nt /wad dnr tlie p~ rb l i c .  
1 1.11 I r rk  !,l~!rl. i:: 1.111. ::IUIII- #~iii..::l. I ~ B I I .  

Cllni~-n~rui M u :  4 ,  L i 3 I .  1 r l n l  trrl k i r ~ l - :  r i b o ~ ~ t  t h e  ~ e n c r a l  public  v ~ n t s  
t h i s  law nnd ye t  t h r  l e ~ i o l u t u ? ' c  w i l l  n c l t  enrrct ~ u c h  law. 

Chai~mnn M:~fnns : Thrrt ' s  provided i n  t,hc Const i tut ion and t h a t ' s  "referendum." 

Chairman 1-lafnns: But I ' m  t a l k ing  about t h e  people i n i t i a t i n g  a law. We have 
provided a mechanism f o r  your question--and t h a t  is "referendum." 
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Sect-c tnry Rt.11-: IT ycnt 1114 bk a L  tttll,:lr-,:l. 1 c r r ~  (11) , 1 L doen not npeciry a epec i a l  ' -- 
e l ec t i on  so you would havc t o  wai t  u n t i l  t h e  next e ene ra l  e l ec t i on  t o  put  your 
l e g i s l a t i o n  on t h e  b a l l o t .  I t h ink  a t  t h a t  t ime you could throw these  r a e c a l e .  
ou t .  

( : l l r i l  I.tlvrrl MII I ' I I I I I I :  '1'1111t. 1 2 1  11111. 1 . 1 ~ .  ~ I I I - ! I ~ . ! I I ~ I .  11t.1 ~.KILI.,. A t t ~ l i ~ .  The question is: 
Tlte people necd t h i a  law r i g h t  now. They collnot wait u n t i l  t h e  next e lec t ion .  

Secretary A t r ~ l i ~ :  Who a r c  t h e  people? 

Chairman Mttthns: The eenernl  publ ic .  

Secre ta ry  Atalig: How do you determine what group of  people want t h i s  p e i c -  
l a v ?  I t ' s  ac tua l l y  a s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  group, i s n ' t  i t ?  

Chairman Mafn~a:  No, I s t a t e d  my point  and my quorum. I em not t a lk ing  about 
a spec i a l  i n t e r e s t  group. I s t i l l  have not  been answered, Mr. President .  . 

Pres ident  Cuerrero: Is t h e r e  someone t h a t  can answer t h a t  quest ion posed by 
Chairman Mafnas? 

Chairman F i t i a l :  There is  none. 

Chairman Marat i ta:  Mr. Pres ident ,  Ar t i c l e  I X ,  " I n i t i a t i v e ,  Referendum and 
~ e c a l l , "  under s ec t i on  1 a s  was adopted by t h e  Committee o f  t h e  Whole....I th ink  
t h i s  w i l l  s u f r i ce  t h e  i n t en t i on  of a municipal i ty when they  v m t  t o  ensc t  a 
l o c a l  law. Under those provis ions  they may do so. This proposed amendment 91 , 

would now l i m i t  only i n i t i a t i v e  on l oca l  laws and not Cormonwealth lave.  If 
t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i s  not  responsive t o  t h e  needs o f  t h e  people o f  t h e  Commonwealth, 
and i f  t h e  people of t h e  Crnnmonvenlth des i red  t o  co r r ec t  t h e  inac t ion  o f  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e ,  they may not  do ao because it would not be allowed by proposed 
m c ~ i b e n t  number 91. M r .  P res ident ,  I th ink  t h e  proposed amendment 91 would ' 

only  be good f o r  l o c a l  laws, bu t  it would not  be good f o r  Commonwealth laws 
t h a t  t h e  people want t o  see  enacted through t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  process. I be l ieve ,  
Mr. President  and fel low Delegates, t h a t  t h i s  proposed amendment 91  would not  
s u f f i c e  i n  our deoi re  i n  t h i s  Convention. 

Delcrzate Pedro Dela Cruz: A quest ion t o  Dcleeate Demapan, p lease ,  M r .  President .  
With your proposed amendment, do I take  it t o  mean t h a t  t h e  people do not  under- 
s t and  t h e  mechanism o f  i n i t i a t i v e ?  

Deleqate Juan S .  Dcm~pan: l'?te answer is  both "yes" and "no." When it cornea 
up on a l o c a l  mat te r  l i k e  here  on Saipan, of  course,  I have confidence i n  
our people and how they cns t  t h e i r  vote.  When it comes t o  Rota. I don' t  wmt 
t h e  ma3ority of t h e  pcop1.c t o  determine vhat  i s  good and what is bad f o r  Rota. 

Delegate Dclrr Criiz: Delcp.:~tc Dernrrpr~n, do yoti f e e l  t h e  people could not  make 
IIII  111Lclligct1L l l c c i n l n n  I . ~ I I . ~ J I I ~ ~ . ~ I  ii11titrLive i 'c .~ardl~ig t ho  enactment of cmpre-  
hensive l e g i s l u t  ion? 

Secre ta ry  Atnlie:  On a comprehensive matter  l i k e  environmental law o r  penal  
code, I don' t  th ink  tile pcnpl e co~ilcl mnke n wise decision.  Are we going t o  
put  ten  pwc:: of lc((a1 vorrling on t he  b n l l o t , ~  f n r  them t o  look through, read. 
and make thei t .  dctcrminnlion before they vote? Do you mean t o  t e l l  me t h a t  
t h e y ' r e  going to read t h n t  i n  t h e  voting booth? 

Floor Leader Rasn: M r .  P res ident ,  I move to end debate. 

The motloll wnn oecoltrled nnll ctrrried . 
Motion t o  adopt proposed amenhcnt  number 91 was defeated on vote  by 

show of hands. 

Delegate Pctlro Dela Cruz: M r .  President, 1 want tlle record t o  she; I d id  
no t  vo te  because I d id  not g e t  an answer t o  my question. 

Pres ident  Cilerrero: We a r c  : : t i l l  or1 tllnc~~!::;ion on A r t i c l e  I X ,  a s  amended by 
- the  CnmmiLt.et' 1 . 1 1 ~  Who1 t ! .  
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I I L I I  L : L :  I (10 11111. llrtve r111y tuse11clmer1L. btlL be fore  Lhe a r t i c l e  Ifl 
adopted I would .Like t o  pose J u s t  one b r i e f  ques t ion .  S e c t i o n  l ( c )  p rov ides  
t h a t  an  i n i t i a t i v e  p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  be sllbmitted t o  t h e  votern.. . .and t h e n  
t h e r e  i s  a s p e c i f i e d  ntlmhcr o f  days. . . -180 days. Then yo11 (:o t o  referendum 
I I I I  ::vt.(:l cltl ? ( e m )  : I I I I I  I 1 1 ~ t . t .  I:: 110 111w-r. 1 1 . 1  I-ILI. 1,811 l ' r t r  I, ~11~1~1.1~~11I.1~r n m h e r  o r  dny~:. 
\dIly; 

Dcl r!t:~il:e Rumoli V i  l 'l:tl:o~ncz: 'I'he nr1::wc.r. i n L1i:tt. wi 1.11 respcc.1; t o  I n i t i n t i v o ,  
o u b s e c t i o ~ i  ( c )  , t.)icrc WIU rul .mentlmcnL mrrtl~ try bl c ~ n t e  Ile?~.mnn (:uarrcro t o  
provlcle 1.80 driyo. IIllt. nc~l~c~cly made RIIY nn~t~t~~ln~cti~t,  t.0 in1:1.111lv IS u p e c i f i c  nlunl~er 
01' ~layzyn 011 tlie ~*e( 'er.cl~d~un porLion. IL wno n o t  f r c ~ m  t t le (!cnnmittee t h a t  t h c  , 

100 days wno put i l l  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  portiorr ot' t h e  a r t i c l e .  That  w n s  done or1 
F i r s t  Readinc by mlcrlthc.nt.. 

I 1 1 1 1 1 i r o  I .  I rrli I. i r t t .  i vt! i :; I tj0 rlrlys r u r l  refcrendlm i n  
t l ic  llcxt gencrn l  clcc:ticv~. MriyI)c t t lc  11cxt K F I I C P U L  c.lcc.tlon i n  s i x  months 
l a t e r  and i n  t h a t  time we w i l l  ~ e t  rcady t o  t a k e  c n r e  o f  it by referendum. 

Deleplate J o s c  B 0 r . j ~ :  Thc 100 days are j u s t  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  is  
bein(: educsted on thnt; p r o v i s i o n .  Ar: f a r  nrr re fe r r?ndm,  I t h i n k  it is  t h e  
rc:ip"l~nibili l ;y 01' Llic? lee L : i l  ritilre to 11cfcnd t t~cmsc lvee .  

F l o o r  Lender Rnsn: M r .  P1.csident. I t h l n k  t h e r e  is need f o r  cons i s t ency  here .  
The s r p m e n t  is wel l  t a k e n  bu t ,on  t h e  o t h e r  hnnd,I t h i n k  180  days  is a l o n e  
t i  me. Wc n r c  tnl.k.1nr: nh1)llt. IL s i x  mont,lln pcrirrd. Mr. F r c n i d e n t ,  t h e r e  might 
be :I p o s s j l > i l i r y  f o r  :I c o ~ l l ~ t r * r - i n i t i : ~ t i v c  whi lc  t l lc  init . icrl  i n i t i a t i v e  is under 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  

D e l e ~ n t e  David Atpal ip , :  M r .  T r e s i d e n t ,  i f  t h e  l e ~ i s l a t p r c  h a s  n o t  t aken  a c t i o n  7 

on n pnrt icu1.ar  mcnsure unrl 1.11~ peop le  f e e l  it in n necenoary measure, t h e n  
t l ~ r ?  Irp.iol.nturc 1.1ru11l t n h r  nc:t,l~rn on LIIP mr?nsure w i t h i n  t h e  180 dayn. 1 
tlisur:rce w i t h  Ilavjilr, t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  i r r  tllc Cr)nr , t i tu t ion because it is  ~ S e l e s S .  

Delegate  Pa lac ios :  The reason  f o r  t h i s  i n i t i a t i v e  s e c t i o n  is f o r  t h e  people  
t o  z c t  when t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  does  n o t  n c t .  You need t h e  180  days  to  educa te  
tho pcop le  arid KO t.hr0up.h w i t h  i n i t i n t i v e .  I f .  w i t h i n  t h e  180 days,  t h e  
l~-~: i : ; ' ln t ,~~rc  o~rnrl::  t.l~r ].nu--1.l1nt. nolvc?r. t . 1 1 ~  prtrl~lcm of !.he 1 c y . l s l a t u r e  n o t  
nci.il11z. Tllut fovcc(1 t.he l e ? f ~ i s l n t u r e  t u  net, luld ncccsnpli.shed t h e  purpose. 

Floor  I.cnder R:t!::c: IWler:l~l.r Prtlncic>::, wi1111~1 It ,  milkc tiny d i f f ' e rence  i f  ve rrlso 
::11ci: i I'iccl t,l~c. r ~ l u ~ ~ l ~ r l  L I ~  cltiy:: 11r111cl' 1.1: I'rt.c.ll~l~nn'l 

Dc1ol::~tc Pnlnc-it)::: I c lo r l ' l .  t.llink ::r> 11r~c.rr11r.c rcl'crct~tll~m 1:; when thr! l ep l f s l a tu re  
ha!: ~.l~nc:tctl  I t  lnw r t ~ l i l  t.hc ~~c:*tl~'le W I U I L  1.0 1.1rk1: i L  nwny. Y,) lr  c.rul wnil. 11ntjJ Lhe 
rlcrit ,.:ericrrt l #:I L ' ~ : ~ . ~ ~ . I I I .  T ~ ~ ~ : I I I I : I C  .i I' yt111 : : L I I ~ ~  I.hnt II~.I)~.c::::, irr I.hc monntimc I.llr? . 
11?p: i : ;Iri turc 1:ouI 11 l>y t.ht-i r 4 ~ 1 1  1114, I I I ~ I  I i ray I,II:II. I I I U .  Ttli~L w l  1 . 1  I L I : ~ I J  nccml ' l  i sh  
t.11~. I> I I I -P~ICC 01' r . t . I ' r . r .~ .~~d~~l l~ .  'I'IIIII: WILY yo11 (<Lve F:IICJIII:~I L  in^(. . 
P r e s i d e n t  Ctlerrero: Maybe I could ask  our  l e g a l  counse l  t o  c l a r i f y  t h a t  some. 
M r .  Wil lens? 

MI-.  W i  1.l.clis: YI-:I ,  MI. .  I ' rcr. i~lcr~L, I I.llirlk i L ' s  n nmnll i s ~ n u e  bu t  i t ' s  worth 
I I I i t  n I '  I I I L :  t i  . 'rhc l)llr.lJr)rlr? of' t,tlesc t j m e  r equ i rements  is t o  
prcvr:llt, : t ~ i  i::::uc 1'ri>111 I)c.: i l~l< pl'eaellLcd Lo t h e  p c o l ~ l e  w i  t h v u t  s u f f i c i e n t  t ime 
o r  I 1 e 1  1 : I : : :  I I I I ~ t n  Tlicrr- i :: n need f o r  some time b e f o r e  t h e  
} ~ L - I ~ ~ I I  1- cSi>1l:: i . ~ I t ~ r  1111 i 11 i ti rrl.  I VI: 11r - t  I L it1r1 I I I - I - ~ L I I ! : ~ .  I I; W < ~ I I  Ld i n v o l v e  a ~ k w  law 
ulli t-11 III i ~ l r l .  I I I - V I . I .  I I : I V ~ .  I> r -c - t l  1 . 1  ~ I I : I ~  1 1 ~ 1 . r b 1 l  IJI!  ( . r ~ r . ~  ILI I I I  WII  I C I I  m l ~ l ~ t .  hrlve been very 
co~~L~.uvc l -o  i a l .  'l'l~c. I fll) 11:ryn wmu i n u l ~ r t l e ~ l  t r ~  mnkc c c r t a i r l  t h a t  an i n i t i a t i v e  
p e t i t i o n  c o ~ i l d  no t  be  p r e s e n t e d  a veek o r  even two weeks b e f o r e  a regular 
~ e n e r n l  e l e c t i o n  an11 thcn- -v ) lmo- - the re  i s  a r e g u l a r  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  on it. 
For nl  L you krlnw, t.llrrl you cc~u ld  hrivr r i  nL~lpitl Inw prtnscrl by t h e  people  
bcc:~ll~-.c t.1lerr 1 1 ~ 8 1 1 1 ' t  1rcc11 tislr! ('or t h e  q ) p o s i t i o n  t o  rlevclnp o r  s a e  informed 
disc:ussion. l 'hnt 'a  wliy 180 ~l t lys  wns ~,rnpooe,l .  I. p e r s o n a l l y ,  t h i n k  t h a t  it 
is t i ~  .Ion,!. I tl i ink thnL 60 t o  90 day!: wotilrl bn n u f f l c i e n t  ~ i v e n  t h e  cmnll 
::i 7.e g ) f  yix11' t - c ~ ~ ~ i ~ n l i r ~  i t.y nlitl t h e  c x t c n t  Ln wliirh yo11 a r e  pol i t . i c n l l y  soph i s t j r rn ted .  
I ~ I I L .  i 11 ally +.vent.  I . l l ~ . r c  i :: CI s i l n i  11rr I I P * , ~  1'1.r L l r c  r~?ferenr l~>ln p rov i s ion .  LlllclCr 
Fet:l.iatl~ , :I:; i I.  I.~:SLI\:;. 1.110 t l ~ , t ~ ~ t v t t . y  J:~-I)~.I.II I W S * ~ I  1 4 1  ~ I I V C -  1 . 4 ,  n11hn1i.I. n reffzt-endm 
)s.t.il ic~rl ( , i t  1 . 1 1 ~  ~ \ c ~ ~ , p l c .  a.visl\ i I '  I t .  t.tmlt. $11, 11 u8:r:k t%r  t.c.11 tlrry:: I ~ o f o r e  t h o  1lFXl .  
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rt.l;111 :u. gc~~cl.ttL c l c1.l. loll. A I I I I  L ilor~ ' t t,lli~lk wc wtlnt tliut.  I would recornend 
f o r  s ec t i on  2 ( c )  t h a t  you i n s e r t  a reasonable time l i m i t a t i o n  of  30 o r  60 
days t o  make c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h a t  doesn ' t  happen. You do not  need as much time 
Cr71. r t  r e f r r r~ l ( i~rm nn yo11 (11.7 1',*1. i rl 1 l.inl I vc. l>r'rnllr.r? n rcfcrendum dea l s  wl t h  a l a v  
[,II-IL I ~ I I : I  111 I . I - I ~ I I . ~  I I I * * - I I  ))r~:i!~taal , I , I  111 wrl !.LI.~I  I',,~nl, III~:I  1)ecn published, haa 
prcsumnbly gotLen some p ~ l b l i c i t y  m d  you [lo nut  hnve t h e  same need f o r  education 
of t h e  public  a s  you have with nn i n i t i a t i v e .  But I do t h ink  t h a t  t h e  thought 
is a good one t o  i n s e r t  nome kind of' time l im i t a t i on  i n  2(c)--30 t o  60 days 
would be  good. And 1 wuulcl sugqeot t o  you, although not  very s t rongly ,  t h a t  
maybe 100 tlltyn is a 1 l t t l c  b i  t Lon l r i r ~ ~  ctnrl you mtp,ht w o n t  t o  reduce sthat.  

Dele&atc: Point  of  i n l h m a t i o n .  M r .  P res ident ,  on s ec t i on  (d l .  I f  YOU 
look a t  it on your o r i g i n a l ,  i n  t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole we did  not  change 
213 by passing a l o c a l  law, y e t  i n  t he  new amendment they  changed t h a t  t o  a 
major i ty .  213 i s  chflnged t o  R major i ty  on l o c n l  l av .  That 's  on t h e  second 
scntenco down. 

Delegate Ramon Vil lwomez:  M r .  P res ident ,  t h i s  morning v e  decided t o  e l imina te  
'bach of two munic ipa l i t i eg '  and t o  pu t  j u s t  '~ommonvealth!' I n  t h e  change f o r  
s t y l e  and consistency t h a t  we have before us now, "each of  two munic ipa l i t i es"  
is put  back. Tha t ' s  on t h e  second sentence. And page 2 ,  s ec t i on  ( d l ,  
l i n e  3 where it says  "votes C R S ~ . "  That is supposed t o  b e  " r eg i s t e r ed  voters." 
I t 's  j u s t  typographicnl .  And on l i n e  7 t h e r e  a r e  t v o  mistakes. Where it says 
"majority" i a  supposed t o  be "three-fourths" and vhere it says  "votes cas t"  it 
is  supposer1 Leo be "I-cr:istcrc(l votcrs ."  And "tvo-thirds" vhere  it eays 'hmsjori t~."  
Thmt was tile ~ l c c i ~ i e r ~  madc 1.t1l s morn l r~g .  

Floor Leader Rasa: We have s t i l l  devia ted  from t h e  i s s u e  I was poaing. HOW 
we have heard t h e  recommendation by t h e  consul tan t  and I t h i n k  w e  a l s o  want t o  
see  t h a t  i n  a referendum t h i s  would not  happen i n ' a  veek 's  time. SO we 
rrhould a t  l.cnnt i noc r t  thc  nllmbcr of' rlnys. I f  t he r e  l o  no obJec t ion ,  Mr. 
Pre s iden t ,  I iravc no wl.ittcn tunendmimcnt but  I would l i k e  t o  move t o  suspend 
Rule k7. 

The motion was occorrd~rl nnd t hc r c  was n o  ob jec t ion  from t h e  f loor .  

Pl.r*:?.i(lcnt C11c~rr.cro: 'I'llcrr: I )n- in~  r1r3 r ~ l ) . ) c c t l ~ ~ n .  Rulc 11.1 ts hrtrcby temporari ly 
suspended. 

F loor  Leacler M r .  I'rcrcirlsrlt. 1 wr~uld l i k e  t o  c ry  t h a t  under subfiectlon ( c )  
under referclldum, t h c  mirnl~c,r. nf  rlayr. ghoulrl he 60 dnyo. And I would l i k e  t o  
go bnck t o  l . r~i t inl ivc.  and in::r?rt 90 rlrryo. I ::o move. 

The motion was seconded. 

De l e ~ n t e  0.l yn~pio 'r. IlorJ!~: I o u  I d I i I I I - I  u 1 1 1  . 0 1 1  t h e  rclcrendurn - 
por t ion ,  n ~~c!nl.Iy : : l~r~rp  pv, l i 1.i ci t~rl  C.,,II 111 w r ~ l  I.  11r1tJ 1 .)11::1. Y O  111tyr1 befnrc tllo 
e.Lectiono. I WIIJ.CI ci:lk 1 . 1 1 ~  I l l t t v c t r  1.t) r.c,iur-(. t.tl~rt, t o  $0 rlciyn Instenti of  601 

Floor  Leader Rasa: I hnve I I ~  ob jec t ion  t c ~  *mending my motion. 

P r c s i d e ~ ~ t  G~lcrrcro:  So why dori ' t  we tnke t l ~ n t  one s t e p  a t  a time. M r .  Floor 
Lender, cou.ld you r e s t n t c  your mcrtio11 now? 

I 1 1  I I I :  ::rrl. i , ~ I I  1 . : : I I I S ~ I . V I .  1 a l 1 1  ( 1 . )  , ::cr.nl~rl pv,(?. second sentence,  ----.---- 
ci~?lct~! 100 ~ I I L J ~ : I  I L I I ~ I  i 11!1t,r1. [)[I 011y !I. 1 :w III,~v,:. 

F loor  Leader Rasa: On s e c t i o n  2 ,  subsect ion ( c ) ,  f i n d  any kind of phrasing 
a s  long t h e  numbcr of  days is 30 dnys. I sn move. 

P r e s iden t  Cuerrero: I th ink  our  l e ~ n l  counsel has t h e  wording f o r  it. 

Mr.  \!illens: Follow t h e  same 1anguuf.e and i n s e r t  t h i s  phrase a t  ' t h e  end 
of  subsect ion ( c ) :  " t ha t  i f  held a t  l e a s t  t h i r t y  dnys from t h e  d a t e  t h e  
p e t i t i o n  has been c c r t i f i c d  by t h e  a t to rney  ~ e n e r a l . "  
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I L I t :  I I f I I I t  i n .  Arc w e  v ~ t i n g  r e c t i o r l  by  s e c t i o t l ?  -- 
r i n .  r :  W r I I I n : : i n  7, y e .  l 'hc m e ~ l t l m e n t s  t o  - 
::(x~.l.lnn 7 ! i r ~ ~ l  ? I ? I . I .  i , 1 1 1  I , I I I  1.11,. ~ I I I ~ I I ~ U ~ I ~  ( 8 1 '  -1t1.y:;. 

I :  L I I  : WC 111.1. 111 1.111% 1 . 1  (.111~ry 11uL v111.t- Ivy ::\~ow o(. ~ L U I ~ : I  i s  --- 
s u f f i c i e n t  or1 t i ~  ~ncnr lmol~l . .  We're II,IL 1;rrkinp. ~ , h e  t'in-1 v n t c  on t h e  e n t i r e  
mt  i c  LC. 

Pt-es i d c n t  Cucrrcr-cj: (~lirunclrro ) 

' 3 c l e ~ n t e  V i c c r ~ t c  M n n ~ c l ~ n n :  Plr. P r e s i r l r n t ,  1 mnvc to xdopt. proposed  amendment 
11tun1!cr 92. 

D e l e c a t e  Pedrn  Dela Cruz: E;(ilqre t.a cncl d e b a t e .  

::I=cI-rtary A t a l  i ~ :  Flr. P r c , s i ~ l r r ~ C ,  I uorrlcl 1 i k r  t.hi:; body t n  r~ t l op t  t t t i s  
prnvi::ion (111 1.1:cnI 1 .  1' t i  t ,  W I  : : y  n I .  I I.11ink t h e  1 e p . i a l n t u r e  
: : I I ~ ~ I I ~ ~ !  1~ + , .~vI*II  l.111, , ~ p l ~ n r l . ~ ~ t t l l . y  t . , ~  u1.11.** t . l i~*ir  CWII  < V I I I P  (:t\1ic3, t h e i r  c~wn 
s ~ : ~ . t ~ ~ ~ v ~ t l : i  1'111. 1.1.1111~\,!1 1 # ) I '  1111ll l i I .  r~l.1'1 I *  It11 ::. 'I'llr!sc. vrtultl bc  cqll11 l c n b l e  t,o t h e  
nl:iyc'r, t o  t h e  ~ovel -nor . ,  t h e  l i e u t e t l a n t .  Eovernor  unli t h e  l e ~ i s l a t u r e .  

P~lr?e-npan: Mr. I ' rrrr ielor~t,  T :m i n  f a v o r  n f  t h i s  amendment. 

! - I ~ . ~ . . ~ ~ ! ~ I , ~ ~  I II~I ' : : I . IIIII .~~II. :  t.11.. l l ~ . ~ . : ~ l l ~ a . t ~ l . ,  1 1,111 itl'l.lti~l t I .  w(: [IRC:: t11i.s t o  have  
t,l~r! 1rr:j 31111;~11.s :ipe(:i I'y g?.~rullr13 l ' i?~ '  I.CC:II  I . t h e y  mip.ht p r u v f d c  o n l y  v e r y  
l i a ~ i  t e d  grnuntlr; Lhat m r ~ l t l  n c v r r  ex inL .  

D e l c c n t c  Olyr~lpio 1'. IL!r.ja: M r .  l ' r en idcn t ,  1 t h i n k  t h c  p r o v i s o  c a n  b e  
VI - i  t t c n  t o  g i v e  cnllnr! w i thn l~ l .  pol i t j c n l  I.cnr.ono. 

Pr1~:::it .c Mnrv~rcl T r n o r i o :  1 w i sh  L O  ral.;ist.c.r. my r e s c r v n t i o n o  to t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
provi : j ion ,  Mr. l'rr*sitlcr~t,. Wc. av-P 11-y in(5 t o  r:ive t h e  v e r y  p e o p l e  t h a t  w i l l  bt! 
s111l.lc~ct. t l v  rr'cnl.1 t.h- rw-w-r I;[> n r ~ k r  1.11~ lrru t.hrrt. v i l l  prnvirlc? t h c  g rounds  
I : l  I .  St I I  I I I L I I I I : :  4 .  c : : j 1 r 1 t .  1 1111 n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
LIlc Lc~:i.ol.ntr~~.c C I L I I  c:lvnlc ull wit.11 rtpl~~.or)ri :ctc lncnsures Lo h c n r  c a s e s  on  t h e  
-dnrious d e p n r t n ~ c n l . ~  nnd t h c i r .  d i v i n i n n n .  T t h i n k  t h e r e V : :  a r o n f l i c t  o f  
i n t , c r c s t  r ip. l l t  t11rl.r . T t.lvi I I I C  t.Ilr? I C J : ~  01:11.1vt.~* crln~lol. come I I O  wit11 t h e  
~ I . I > V  i :: i [In Ln I1nr1(1 1 1 %  1.11~11v::t. I vts!:. 

I!(% I ~-;.:#LLI- Cril v t , :  M I ' .  I'r.0:: i ~ l , - l ~ L .  I :LIII . l ~ l ~ ~ : ; c . l  t o  1.111s br?c.:ll~r:c 1.tvcy c o u l d  be --- 
I c n i v ~  I t 1 n 1 . I  V I I L i :  I L I I  'I'llcy c o u l ~ l  mnkc t h e  p l - ~ v i s i o n s  o f  
p r n c t i c c  ve ry  h i ~ h  on t h e  1:ovnr'tlmr:nt.. Lhe o t h e r  b runches .  

(:I111 i I.III!III AI,!LI i;;: blv'. I'I.I-:-~IJI~III:, 1 vi  ::ti tan :il,r.:~k i l l  vf!ry f . i m  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
tll'i:: nme1lc1111e11L ol'l'erctl Lly n u r  :;e~:r.etrrry I'l.c>rn Ro t a  nnd t h e  D e l e e a t e  from 
Sn ipan .  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  passap,e of t h i s  amendment number 93 would be 
d i n a z t c r n u s  t o  t h e  peop1.c o f  t h e  Nort.hrrn M n r i ~ n ~  I s l a n d s .  I do  n o t  know 
exp.c!;ly what !~re>mpt.rtl t h c  l.v*> r:entlcvncn t.n cven make a ,joke o f  t h i s  amendment 
1~1111 :%> , blr.. I1rr!r;i tI(.rll., I I I I O V ~  1.r) I ~ I C I  t l ch~~ t . ,> .  

'rhc 1 n 0 t . j ~  lrl wa:: secrlnrlc..\. 
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Chairman F i t i n l :  Thank you fo r  r e c o ~ n i z i n ~  me, M r .  P res ident .  It is a 
p r iv i l ege .  

Chnirman F i t i d :  I t,houy.ht you were p,oirl~ t o  recognize t h e  whole world before 
you recognized me, Mr. Pres ident .  That is  my p r iv i l ege ,  thank you. 

President  Cur r r c i*~ :  T 3  t h a t  1 . h ~  0111 y qllcnt.inri you hnve t o  ask? 

Cl~nirman F l t  i cr.1 : Yes. 

D c l e ~ n t e  Jonc b r J n :  I m i l l  support of t h i s  amendment f o r  t h e  s o l e  reason 
t h n t  we have i n i t i a t i v e  whcrc If t h e  people do not  agree v i t h  what t h e  
l e g i s l a t o r s  provide fo r  r e c a l l ,  I th ink  we can move through i n i t i a t i v e .  I 
th ink  t h a t ' s  what we want. That way we can t r u s t  our l e g i s l a t u r e .  

Chnirman Mnfnus: A s  yr>u wi 11 recnl.1 . I;hi n afternoon 1 opposed t h i s  sec t ion  
bc*c.su:ie I tun 111  fwrf-rllll-rrl: wl:l.l~ wilnl. 111:lc:~rrt;o 'I '~?l~orlo hon ntnted t o  t h e  
Convelltion--tellat we tire glvil~p, t h e  name people t h e  o ~ ~ p o r t u n i t y  t o  come out  
v i t h  t h e  s eve ra l  grounds t h a t  they w i l l  be subjected t o  r e c a l l .  I agree v i t h  
Delegate Hofschneider t h a t  t h i s  Convention is not  capable of  s e t t i n g  t h e  
grounds. My quest ion i s  t h i s :  I f  t h i s  Convention is not  capable of s e t t i n g  
t h e  grounds a t ~ d  i f  we a r e  a f r a i d  of  t h e  l e ~ i s l a t u r e  providing t h e  grounds, 
.we we goirlp: t o  allow John Doe t o  net  t h e  grounds? A c i t i z e n  t o  s e t  t h e  
grounds t h a t  could completely des t roy  t h e  reputa t ion  and i n t e g r i t y  of 8n 

e l ec t ed  o f f i c i d .  

Chailmen Mafnns: That is  a quest ion.  

Secre ta ry  A t a l i ~ :  I would l i k e  t o  ask t h i s  body whether t hey  d i s t r u s t  
Senntor Olylllpin 'l'. nor.ln, Serlc~tor Ilorntnn I:trcrrcro, Senator..  . . . . . 

"Fo i l~ t  t r l '  c~rcler." wns crtllcd by scvt?rrll 1)clee;ntes. 

Secre ta ry  Atal iq:  I t r u s t  our l e g i s l a t o r s .  

Chnirmnn F i t i n l :  I can ntlcwcr t h e  qucst ion.  1 dorr't t h ink  John Doe Ci t izen  
wou1.d have t h e  i ~ ~ t e n L i o n  t o  clestroy an s t a t e d  by Chairman Mafnas. 

President  Ctter.rclro: Does thrtt mswer t h e  quest ion,  Chairman Ma,%as? 

Cl~ni I-IIIIUI Mnl'11rtn : No. M r .  J'l.c*nl (lcnt; . Thi :: l~orly i n  i r ~ t e l l i g e n t  enough t o  
come up with rcaoorlcrble cnou[:h grounds I'or r e c a l l i n g  an e l ec t ed  o f f i c i a l .  
I a l s o  be l ieve  t h a t  durine t h i s  session we always s t a t e  a f t e r  t h e  Convention 
t h n t  "I have confidence i n  m y  l e g i s l a t o r s . "  Now it is j u s t  t h e  opposi te  and 
we nre not cn~rt'idenl; thnt  our lcp , io ln t~ t re  nl~nltltl be t r u s t ed .  So who should be 
trusl;rdC A c ! i t . l ~ . e ~ ~  l.tlat rr:rk:: you I'or rlirrc3tlr)n rmtl upor1 rcfuoing can 
ir l i t , l r~tr!  nntl U- ILI I  il~:~t.ir:nt~t. )I()$ r>f Lllc voter:: 1.1, rcczall your pos i t ion?  

DcI.e[;nte I7.unml Vil3nfiomez: 'rhcre a r c  two quest ions t h a t  I see.  The f i r s t  
one is  when do we t r u s t  and when do we mi s t ru s t  our l e g i s l a t u r e .  I t h i n k  this 
Convention w i l l  nRrr?e that. t.llcre a r e  c r r t n i n  nspects  of l i f e  where you can 
n t I L r I I I v L i l ~ 1  I -  I i I .  Arid then t h e r e  nrc? 
n1.;10 !r3pc.ct.r 111' 1 1  1;. ul i l~ : l~  1 ~ t . c  vrr-y L I I I I C . ~ ~ ,  W I I I C I I  f : r t ?~ i t~~  c0111' l i~tn O C  i r ~ t e r e ~ t  
which w i l l  cause yo11 Lo bc Ll.vvc t h a t  t h c  klr~ri r ~ r  peolrle i n  whom yo11 Ilnve pIacc?d 
your t r u s t  might be quL'ctionr.cl by nnot.hcr nrorlp o f  prnplr?. Now, au t o  t h e  
o the r  question--whether t . c ~  f r l  Low ~Johr~ Iloc C i l l z e r~ .  Whet' we don' t  ~ i v e  t h e  
l e < i s . I ~ t U r c  Ll~e rcspor l s ib i l i ty  t.o ::tt~t.c thc ~ r o l ~ n d ~  rmcl when we say ve cannot 
a s  a group dcs iana tc  t h c  ~ r o u l t d s ,  what we a r e  doing i s  l e t t i n g  h i s t o r y  detennine 
what are t h e  grounds. When a person does something t h a t  looks  inappropr ia te  t o  
t h e  publ ic ,  t h e  publ ic  w i l l  t r y  t o  m ~ k e  t h e  decision whether use of t h e  public  
forum, t h e  use of t h e   court,^. o r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  by t he  cou r t s  and t h e  lawyers 
dctcrrnine whether t l lnt  a r n ~ ~ n t l  is proper. Yrm a r e  then p;lvinp: it t o  t h e  e n t i r e  
system. The nyntcln of t h c  I c ~ i s l ~ t t r r - e ,  tile zystcm o f  t h e  vo t e r s ,  t h e  system o f  
t h e  Jud i c i a ry  t o  determine tit. t h a t  time i n  history-- the time when a pereon hae 
done something which t h e  publ ic  f e e l s  may not  be appropriate.  We a r e  not g iv ing  
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11. L,J rr 1l~~r:rt~rr on 1.11~! uLrrtoL:~, 11uL we 111-c glv111g L L  t o  t he  the  and plsce i n  
which it happened and a l l  t h e  h i s t o r y  which bas  been b u i l t  up by t h e  government. 

D ~ l ~ e ? t c - ; i y y :  M r .  F r c n i ~ l ~ l ~ t , .  t h e  r n p n h i l j t , ~  we hnve hcrc,  w e  could l i ~ t  down 
; ' I  I $ 8 1 .  I.IIC-. .. . ( ( : I I IUII~~I . I . I I ) .  ' I ' I IP  q ~ r r * ~ r l . l ~ ~ l r  ~ r t - t ~ ~  In wlrcLt~cr we tire ~ i v i n g  our  
111't>pIt! Llle ~'lr:l~l; 1.1) t.xercl:le Lhio recr l l l .  I t  i n  no t  up Lo uo t o  determine 
whether o r  not we should put down what a r e  t h e  grounds. 

F.l.oor I.ender Itasn: M r .  P res ident ,  I would have t o  be  r epe t i t i ous .  I t h i n k  it 
i s  necessary t h a t  I repea t  the  a r~umen ta  t h a t  I posed during t h e  Committee of . 
t h c  CJhole i n  o p p o s i n ~  t h i s  ~ ) n r t i c u l m  provis ion  i n  i ts  en t i r e t y .  However, I 
woti.lti l i k e  t n  speak with rcgnrds t h i s  propoffed amendment. Mr.  P res ident  and 
fe l low D e l e ~ a t e s ,  t h c  r igi l te  of i nd iv idua l s  a r e  no t  absolute--they a r e  r e l a t i v e .  
The Congress o r  t h e  members of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a r e  considered t o  be t o t a l l y  
i nac t i ve .  We have pt-ovidcd t he  mechanism t o  oee t h a t  t h e  people would have 
t h c  r i ~ l ~ t  i n  order  t o  i n i t t a l c  laws. In t h e  propooed amendment....if we f a i l  
t o  pass t h i s  proposed amendment t h i s  would g ive  t o t a l  r i g h t s  t o  every man on 
t h e  s t r e e t  t o  determine what i s  ground and what i s  groundless. I s t a t e d  t h i s  . 
afternoon t h a t  t h e  very  ba s i c  concept of a r e c a l l  i s  s o  much r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  

. " 

concept of i n i t i a t i v e .  This  would a c t u a l l y  s t r ene then  t h e  p o s e i b i l i t y  where 
pt'l Lt.icn i n  rnnximlzc~i t o  t h e  ex ten t  wtrrre it, pcrnonalizen what you l i k e  ~ n d  

" 

wllnt you don' t  l i k e .  So m y  mere r e fu s ing  t o  say "hel lo" t o  John Doe C i t i z en  
might c o n s t i t u t e  a ground f o r  my being removed from t h a t  o f f i c e .  I want t h e  
Journa l  t o  be c l e a r  on t h a t  because I am s e r i ous  about  t h i s .  We have seen 
t h e  na tu r e  of p a r t i s a n  p o l i t i c s  and how it burdens i n  t he  Marlanas. Fellow 
Delegates, r i g h t s  a r e  no t  ri8ht.S i n  t h e  abso lu te  sense.  You have t h e  r i g h t  
t o  l i g h t  a f i r e ,  t o  burn a house. bu t  you don ' t  have t h e  r i g h t  t o  k i l l  t ho se  

- :  

people. You have t h e  r i g h t  bu t  you a r e  going t o  g e t  convicted f o r  doing it. 
So t h e s e  r i g h t s  a r e  r e l a t i v e .  What we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  do over  he r e  is  t h a t  we 
g ive  t h e  people ..... t h e  people a r e  no t  i n  a pos i t i on  a t  a l l  t imes  t o  know what 
is ~nir lp:  on i n  t h r  ~nvernmcrrt,. Mnre minlrnrl in~.  infonnntion,  a mere newepaper 
rrrirll C I U I  l ead  t he  people i n t o  revolut ion.  We have seen how t h e  newspaper 
con t ro l s  policymakers y e t  they  a r e  no t  a s  ob j ec t i ve  as o the r  people who have 
t o t a l l y  and completely s tud ied  i s s u e s  before them. M r .  P res ident ,  t h e  proposed 
amendment would mandate t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  provide ~rounds--and I mean reasonable  
~ro t~r ids - - for  theoc pcople t o  he recu l lcd .  My f a i l u r e  t o  cny "good morning1' is 
nfll. rr1o11fl11 ~l.nrillcl I'nr- yo11 Lo ir l i t l f tLc ttnli L~~ntip.nl,c? n ~ c t i t i o n  t o  have m e  
pusiied ou t  from publ ic  o f f i c e .  I don ' t  know what e l s e  t o  sny, M r .  P res ident  
and fe l low Delegates. bu t  T have t o  r e p a t  myself and say t h a t  freedom is 
r e l a t i v e  and a l l  these  r ip,hts  a r e  r e l a t i v e .  They a r e  not abso lu te .  We have 
t o  con t ro l  these  r i ~ t l t s  and see t h a t  they  a r e  p r ac t i c ed  with t h e  maximum o f  
reasonableness.  We cannot allow anybody i n  t h e  s t r e e t  t o  have t he se  r i g h t s  . 
because t he se  r i g h t s  abused wuuld c o n s t i t u t e  tyranny of t h e  lnnocent major i ty .  
I would l i k e  t o  reques t  t h a t  we pass  t h i s  and I move t o  end debate. 

Dclel:ate K i w :  M r .  P r e s ld rn t ,  I totrll.3y support  t h i n  runerldment. T t  would 
ai vc Cull pnrt icipfi t .  l on bc>twc~n the  peoplc ru~d l.hc l.ep.lr..l.nture. I t  is a 
proper  procerhire t o  KO i n t o  our  Cons t i tu t lon .  

Delegate Palacios : Mr .  Pres ident ,  I support  r e c a l l  and I support  t h i s  amendment. 
I hnve been i n  cnntnct  with t.hc 1.cp.inlature f o r  ri long time. I know t h e r e  a r e  
1-:~nt.t~13 but rny Ilnll(:::l: r ~ p i r ~ i ~ r n  i n  !.hat tllc mn,)orlLy of  t he  pcople i n  t h e  l e g i s -  
ln'uren I have asaoc in ted  with a r c  decent people, J'nir-enough people. I f  we 
pnss t h i s  amendment and t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  p l ace s  t h e  groundrules f o r  what a r e  
t h e  t h ings  f o r  r e c a l l ,  I be l ieve  t hey  w i l l  be a fe lony  and o t h e r  s e r i ous  
n n t t e r s  t h a t  they  deserve t o  take  t h a t  bad apple ou t  from among themselves. 
Lkcnuse i f  they  keep t h e  bad apple,  o t h e r  people w i l l  look bad, too .  Therefore,  
i n  Lhia pnr t icu l f l r  i l ls tance,  I have cnouph confidence t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  w i l l  
be rensonnble t o  s e t  f o r t h  t h e  r u l e s  f o r  recnl l . .  On t h e  o the r  hand, i f  you , ' ,  
don ' t  a l low the  l e & i s l a t u r e  t o  put  c e r t a i n  r u l e s  o r  enact  them f o r  r e c a l l ,  I 
th ink  they  can be  harassed--and I don ' t  t h ink  t h a t  i s  what we want. Our r e c a l l  
plil-po:;~? is  t o  p,et. rtcl o f  11nd pcnple. T t h ink  t h i s  mendment w i l l  be  a l r i g h t .  

-- 

D e l e ~ s t e  Castro : ( Chamorro) 

Delcaate Pal.acios: (Charnorro) The m ~ J o r i t y  o f  t h e  people i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
a r e  f n i r .  

D51 c ~ a t e  Pnl n t :  ( Chmnrr r~)  
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I L  I .h~aCe OKO: l r  lltr. ~ ~ c ~ ' 1 ~ I . c  III'O r~t t t ly  LO 1111 L11~l.e r e c a l l  arid as ye t  tho  
l e g i s l a t u r e  has no t  come up with c r i t e r i a  a s  t o  what does and what does no t  
c o n s t i t u t e  grounds fo r  r e c n l l ,  t h en  how would t h i s  t ake  p lace .  Does it mean 
under t h i s  sec t ion  t h a t  i f  t h e  l e ~ i n l ~ u r e  drjrs not come up v i t h  t he  grounds, 
wts l t n v r  t.0 ~ l lL t7  

D e l e ~ a t e  Jeous Villngolnex: 1' have a very eootl answer. I f  we were t o  adopt 
t h i s  mendment, we n i ~ h t  c t s  we l l  thrrlw out  r e c n l l .  

Floor  Icndcr  Rnsn: 1 dontl.  l.liir~k t l i t .  I c - ~ j n J t i t ~ ~ r o  I r, atupid enouch t o  no t  
coule up with the grounds. 

D e l e ~ a t e  Ramon Villaqomez: I f  t h e  l e r ~ i s l a t u r e  does not  come up v i t h  a list 
of erounds then ,  na tu r a l l y .  t h e  peoplc cannot r e c a l l .  

Mr. Willens: I T  S wnntecl t o  r e c a l l  n publ ic  o f f i c i a l  and i f  t h e  amendment 
was adopted m d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  had not  ac ted ,  I would go t o  cou r t  and say 
t h a t  I was e n t i t l e d  t o  r e c a l l .  Then I would not  have t o  s t a t e  grounds 
because t h i s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p rovis ion  requi res  me only t o  s t a t e  those  grounds 
f o r  r e c a l l  as spec i f i ed  by law. I f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  has no t  a c t ed  then  I don ' t  
hnvc t o  do t h n t  and, t he r e fo r e ,  I would not  have t o  s t a t e  any grounds. There 
would be  no grounds ns provided by law, t he r e fo r e ,  I have no requirement t o  
s t a t e  grounds because t he r c  a r e  no grounds provided by.law. Because 1 Could 
not  do so.  

D c l r ( ~ a t e  R~non V i l l a~omes :  I r  you don ' t  have grounds t hen  you csnnot  r e c a l l .  

M r .  Willens: It  doesn ' t  say t h a t .  It  says you s h a l l  s t a t e  t h e  grounds as 
provided by 1.aw. 

I),. ~ P E I L ~ . ~ :  ~~IIJ!~,~II!_-LI~~~~: A1.r: yrm : I I I ~  I I I K  1.11111. yrou CRII rccn11 a peroon when - . . . . . - 
yo11 dc111't lir~vc arty grour~tl:t'l 

M r .  Willens: You could say whatever grounds you wanted o r  s t a t e  no grounds 
a t  a l l .  Because t h i s  p rovis ion  woultl not be appl icab le .  

1k.1 cr&c I \ I I ~ C ~ I I . ~ O  (1~1trtctio: Mr. Prc :~  t~l-ltt,. T l l t l r~k Lha mrrirlot.reim of arguments 
agnins t  it i s  because we nre b a s i r i ~  our t h o u ~ h t s  on t he  f a c t  t h a t  John Doe 
Ci t i z en  is  not  educated enough t o . . . . . .  

F loor  Lender Rnsn: I didrl ' t  say t h n t .  May thc record r e f l e c t  t h a t  I d id  not  
say t h a t  he i s  no t  educated. 

D e l e ~ a t e  Antonio Canacho: I be l i eve  t h e  genera l  maxi w i l l  be reasonable enough 
t o  come lip a dec is ion  whcn t o  r e c a l l  a l ep , i s l a t o r  who is not  doing h i s  job. 

m n t e  I & i t o l :  1' share my n ~ r c c m c ~ l t  with 1 ) c l c ~ n t c  D r .  Pa lac ios  t h a t  a l l  
t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  n r c  not crooks. Gut, M r .  P res ident ,  i f  t hose  bad apples a r e  
not taken out  from t h e  good npples ,  those good apples  would become bad, t o o .  

Delegate Jurul P. Tcnoria: I wou1.d junt  l j k e  t o  add t he  thought  t h a t  i f  t h e  
. L ~ ~ ~ i n l a . t u r c  tiorro ~iot.  hurry 1111 MII p r t ~ v l d ~  t h ~  p,rountls. then would they not  
bc i r i  worse shape? 

M r .  Willena : That ' s  what I ' m  say ine .  So t h e  amendment vould provide a 
u se fu l  purpose bccnuse it would provi.tlc t h e  l e ~ i s l a t u r e  wi th  incent ive  t o  
d i . c t r~ t c  rcnn~~rt~rhLc ~roun1111. 1 t.tilrtk 1L wr,ul~l be n rcnor,nnble l e g a l  argument 
t h a t  i f  they f a i l e d  t o  provide grounds by law, then t h e  pos i t i on  I s t a t e d  
might be accepted by t h e  cou r t s .  The vo t e r s  might not  have t o  s t a t e  any grounds. 
I t h i n k  i t ' s  a l e g i t i m a t e  l e g a l  argument and I don ' t  know who m u l d  p r e v a i l ,  
but  I do th ink  it would provide incent ive  f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  a c t  t o  s t a t e  
ren:lotlnblc grounds. 

Delegate Juan P. Tcnorio: Yes, M r .  P res ident ,  i t ' s  Ju s t  as we discussed 
t h i s  afternoon and, a s  explained by  our consul tan t ,  t h e  wording "as provided 
by law" makes t h i s  even s t ronger .  For t h a t  reason I move f o r  t h e  previous 
quest ion.  

Pres ident  Cluerrero: Before 1 e n t e r t a i n  your motion p lease  l e t  sane  o f  t h e  
speakers  speak. There a r e  s o  many t h a t  want t o  speak. 



i:onvcrl(;.ic>r~ Jol~rrlrr) -- 'l:<rll I)ny 
Novemhtrr 23, 1976 

Uc 1rl::rtc M!innc L Tcnor l o :  Mr. Pres i ~IerlL. I I'LrsL wnrtt Lhr! r c rord  1;o nttov thtrl. 1 
am not  vo t i ne  t h i s  proposal flown because 1 don ' t  t r u a t  t h e  legislature. That ' s  
not mjr poin t .  What T om opposed.to i n  t h i s  p n r t i c u l a r  provision is t h a t  t h e  
1.t-kr.i r.1 n turc  cn~lnot  f o r c sc r  wllnt. type!: of  cr.imen w i  1 I prrhnpa be appl icab le  t o  
I.l~q.la 1 I I  L I I ~ .  l '111.11t.r. '(.II~-I.,. 11 1.1- I.I.IIII,.:I I . l~n l .  r11.r. t-vt.tt rtcw t.rl t.he S tn t ee  ttnd v e ' r e  
11111.1 i I I ~  ~ ; I I C > I I I  11lt;n oltt. c:ot~?ll.J L ~ ~ t l ~ r n .  ' I ' l ~ r .  pr.~.:lctlL I t t~~lolrrLure cannot ennct a 
I t lV I'~lr t he  r e c u l l  provisiori t,Ilnt; w i l l  p ro j ec t  f u tu r e  crimes because we don' t  
know wllnt type of  ol~npe thcy w i l l  come in .  This prnvis ion ,  i f  l e f t  open, can 
11c ('<,I. thc cour t s  t o  clccidc i 1' nrly ~rcwndr.  nre just.i f i cd .  I don' t  oee m y  
I.CII:;LII~, pcrsanni ly , wily 11 ::c.nnLur tlr' l r ~ l . r . 1  rrlor nhn.11 tl f r n r  ~ u c h  provision 
i u  tllis. A t  preseul; I th ink  we have men i'or our  l e c i s l a t u r e  t h n t  a r e  very 
good elid I t h ink  they nre doina t h e i r  job. This  i s  only f o r  publ ic  o f f i c i a l s .  
I f e e l  t h a t  i t  is  f~lndamcntal f o r  the peoplc t h a t  are v o t i n ~  t o  have the  r i g h t  
t . ~  l -ccr~ l l  clcctcll o f f ic in l : : .  I ' m  sure  thrlt, t h i s  l)rtrt.ict~l.nr provision,  v h i l e  i t  
m:Ly 11~ctl i r l  t,llc I'1tLurr--111tl. 1 JI) not. sac I t  hcir~r! 11:;(:11 i n  t h c  next tvcl, th ree  
01. 1'011r ycnrs--this ~ i r o v i s i o l ~  w i l l ,  i n  ftrcl;, prot.ecL sornc publ ic  e l e c t ed  
o f f i c i a l s .  Tliank you. t4r.  Pres ident .  

Chairman Ata l iq :  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  Mr. Pres idcnt .  I have t o  d i s w r e e  with t h e  
c@mlncnt by t.llc connultnnt .  tllc honnrnhlr Ilr,wnrfl, nn t he  frro~rnd t h a t  h i s  
it~l;c.t'l>rct.ntinri 11f t l l i  r. i :I 1.rll.1 r e  l y ~ l i  1'l'c:rcrtL L'rom I.lle rcmnnlt I t,nnt t h n t  consulted 
t l l l r .  prrrt Lcrl I n r  co~trni t t c c .  

Pl.esi dent G u e r r ~ :  Cl~nirrn:~n At~l i r : .  p l encrl I-on fine yourncl r. I be l ieve  t h e  
i::::~~t~ !low l~cl 'orc I!:! i:: nmc.t~~lmt.~tl; 9 3 .  

Chnilmnn A t a l i ~ :  Yea. and 1 am ref err in^ 1.0 h i s  interpretation. 

P re s iden t  Cuerrero: T bel ieve  amendment 93 was not  dis,cucsed i n  your committee. 

i'li!~ I I . I ! I~III  A I J L  I l ~ :  I 1 .  WILI :  # I  I : : I . ~ I : I : I ~ - I ~  "IL:I p1.1,~ I a l f - a l  11y I ILW" 1tr111 I MI 1,ryl r l ~  t,r~ - . -. . . -- 
rel:\l.c whr~L llns been sn id .  Ilia i o  corilrnry 1.0 wllnl; t,l~c rnnnil l tartt  Lo t h e  
cot:uniLtce said. 'L?titt.' Y t l i n  l>rrsf1r1rt1 opirtIr>t~. 

Frcsi . icnt  Cucrrero: 'rherr: seems t o  hl! somc cnnrusjrlp, int'c~rrnntior~ ttcre becituae 
nlrml~r.1.n o f  your own c.n~titni.t.Lct. nr-c ~rtyirlp, " 1 1 4 9 .  no, r ~ r t . "  

C11nil~m.m Atnlir!: lpnr t h e i r  ~.ccollccLic.,n 1 w i l l  put  ouL t h e  committee's r epo r t  
srrd Lhcsc gentlemen signed t h e  report, .  

Dcl .c~~f~1.c b>~ptlr~l.er~ct (:runo.chn: t.11.. P1.c~ i tlcnt. . 1 vnnl. t,hc r ~ c o 1 ~ 1  t r ,  shnw t h ~ ~  - 
si111:r t h e  people c l c c t  yo\). Ll~ey l lmc the rif!llt I.rb t:et yclu ou t  ol' o f f i c c .  

Pres ident  Cucrrero: Are you referrinj.; t hn t  I,o l;l~c prcsicJrrlt.? 

Floor Leader Rasn: Mo.:e t o  cnd deba te .  

l)~'le~:~~.t,rt 1'~il:oL: I t i v l .  1 wrint. the prcscnt  I c ~ l  s l t t t c~rs  t.o knov I wil l  
s t i l l  1)c vot.inp, l'or I.l!rm ncxl. Limc. 

Delccnt,c ORO: Point; d f  ir~l'nr.maticnn. On rccrr l l ,  does t h a t  mean t h a t  any of 
t l ~ e  conercsnntcn o r  scnntorr.  f ' rm P o t s . .  . t h a t  t he  pcople O F  Rota vant  t o  recal.1 
LTII(* I> 1' t.11vr.c. . . . llf~c:: 1.I:rhl. I I I I ~ ! I I ~  l , t~*-  t ~ r i  I. i rfs ~!nmmor~w~rr I th i :; 1;ni n(< t r i  vote? 

r r ~ : :  - i l lcr~t  -- C~~r; .rr~rx:  T ! I~  (:h~iir wil 1 n.8~ cnl l II r.llnrl, rc:r:ess. 
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The Convention reconverled a t  9:23 p.m. 

D e l e ~ n t e  Ogo: I mtlvc! t o  adopt proponed amendment number 96. 

The mot 1011 wnn :~ccr~r~tlctl. 

Delegate @KO: M r .  President ,  I would Jus t  l i k e  t o  make oome c l a r i f i ca t ion  
because the re  was some misunderstonding on thc e a r l i e r  reports .  The only 
in tent ion  of t h i s  ~nrnrlment 9(; i n  to chtvlge the  ceneral  lawe t o  be passed by 
n ~J111pl.c n ~ a j ~ r i t y  Lo IIC I~lr:c-rl.cd un "two-thirclo" inntcad of "simple majority". 
That is  t h e  only th ing  intended t o  do by t h i s  amendment. There are  some 
typographical e r ro r s ,  thoueh. Local laws are  not changed. The only change 
i s  on subsection (d )  t o  change it t o  "two-thirds of t h e  regis tered  voters  of 
t he  Commonwealth" ins tead  of "majority." The reason I draf ted  this, Mr. 
President,  i s  t h a t  it may impose some r e s t r i c t i o n  i n  the  fu ture  on our legis -  
l a t u r e  t h a t  although t h e  l eg i s l a tu re  may repeal  any law through i n i t i a t i v e ,  it 
may incriminate the  l eg i s l a tu re  t o  go against  any law enacted through pe t i t i ons  
because of votes they a re  gett ing.  So, i n  order f o r  t he  people t o  be given 
the  chance, then l e t ' s  give them a chance on a l a r g e r  bas is  r a the r  than ju s t  
a very simple majority. This is  why I s t ronaly  f e e l  t h a t  i f  we a re  t o  give 
the  power t o  the  people then we should upgracle t h e  percent  from a simple 
majori ty t o  two-thirds. . . 

Dele~t i te  Palncion: T th ink  i n  the  mendment we nre  t ry ing  t o  ge t  t h e  Commonwealth 
pcople t o  ini t iatcr  lrrwn t,y t.wo-thjrtln of t t ~ c  rcgin tcrcd  voters.  I don't th ink  
t h i o  amendment is  a good ~tmer~dment . 
Delegate Maratita: M r .  President ,  I th ink  we should r e a l l y . t a k e  a good look 
a t  t h i s  subsection (d )  . What we have here i n  the  change f o r  s t y l e  is "An 
i n i t i n t i v e  pcti.tioh i.llnt prnponqo n ~ . c n e r n l  Inw for t h e  Commonwealth s h a l l  
becon~e law i f  npprovctl by n rllnjority of t t ~ e  votco cant;," whereas, i n  t he  
i n i t i a l  provision t h a t  doesn't show "votes cas t"  but  "registered voters." 
These a r e  two d i f f e ren t  things.  I s n ' t  amendment 96 j u s t  a reversa l  irm what 
we did  t h i s  morning? This afternoon we amended t h e  pos i t ion  t h a t  2/3 be 
amended by a majority. So what we're t ry ing  t o  do now i s  jus t  reverse and 
go back t o  the  o r i ~ l n a l  pos i t ion .  

Frenident Gucrrero: May wr ask the  mover of t he  motion I f  t h a t  is h i s  intention.  

Delcente Ogo: D e l s ~ e t e  Rmnon Villa~omez has already made t h a t  correction-- 
tl1at "votes cast" should bc changed t o  "rcp.intered voters." 

M r .  Willens: That 's  what I was t o l d  e a r l i e r  i n  t h i s  session.  To s t r i k e  the  
words "votes cas t"  and I have done t h a t  on my copy on the  bas i s  t h a t  it was 
an cr ror .  And so it reads now "by a majority of t h e  persons qual i f ied  t o  
vote in  t h e  Cornmonwe~lth" wtllch menno the  snme a s  a majori ty of t he  regis tered  
votcrs .  Tliat's wtiai; I preoerltly have ond 30 the amendment would change the  
kmrd "majority" t o  "two-thirds . 'I 
Deleffnte 14aratita: The amendment t h i s  afternoon, M r .  President ,  was that we 
go back t o  the  o r ig ina l  and only t h n t  we c h a n ~ e  t h e  word "two-thirds" t o  
"majority of registered voteru i n  the  Commonwealth." That was the  only change 
thnt  we ~nttdc tliiu nl'ternoo~l. 

Delegnte Juan P. Tenorio: Mr. President,  according t o  amendment 18 which 
W R ~  debatcd t h i s  afternoon, the proposal was t o  change the  d r a f t  of t h e  F i r s t  
Readil~g was 'to char~gc? "two-thirds of the  r e ~ i s t e r e d  votcrs  of  t he  ~ommonwe'nlth" 
t o  "a majori ty of t he  votes cas t . "  The one t h a t  came up t h i s  evening is f o r  
a majori ty of t h e  votes cas t .  The amendment now up i s  fo r  two-thirds of t h e  
votes cas t .  

lk legnte  Pnlncios: No. reic.lsterct1 vot;crn. 

Delegate Calvo: Mr. President ,  I th ink  the proposed amendment 96 has merit  
due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  "a majori ty of t h e  votes cast".  . . .say, for  example, t h a t  
about a t h i r d  of t h e  people a re  apathet ic .  They don' t  care t o  go out and 
cas t  t h e i r  vote and they don' t  care  which way t h e  b a l l  bounces. Are we 
t r y i n g  t o  make it easy f o r  tlre Commonweilth people t o  pass laws o r  enact 
laws by themselves? Is t h a t  what we're t ry ing  t o  do? 

Delegate Ranon Villcqomez: (Chamorro) 
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DL'leP:!lte Oflo: For I'llrther r lur'il 'lcr~t iotl, MI.. Prc?::itlellL, i r  wr! j u ~ t  go on t.tlc 
o r i g i n a l  proposal. t.hnt i n  wl~nt t.hi s is--the nmen~lment. 

l k  I r t ; t ~ l , t ~  ('1i1 vo: A!: I WII!! ::I ! ! I .  I I I K ,  MI.. I'Iv-I: 1 8 l t . 1 1 1 .  , , I  1.1. w t .  1.1.y I I I I ~  I . < #  n111.k~ i t ,  
I :  I I I I 1 I w 7 \J111tl. #I 1.1. wt.  l.1.3 ( 1 1 ~ :  1.1 I I L I ~ ~ ~ O I I I J I ~ .  I11) l  111 t.111 U? 
81.r u., t ry 1116 1;o 1.011 1.1.0 I 11 I . I ~ : : ~ ~ I I s  111 1 I! ty111, 01' I ILV?  A mnJ~.)rLt,y of Lhn 
rcsLo(;crcd vot.er:: Incruie 5;I.g t h e  rrl.:ist,crerl vot,err. in tlrc Marinnas. And 
a l i~a,)nri ty ol' t,hnt 1:; M O ~ ~ I C I .  512. 'I'hnt':; 51% ol' 51%. 

Pel c p t c  Pttl.:tcjon : Nn, no. 0111 y 5 1: t t f  1.l11: ~.c(!.i::l.crcd v ~ , L r ! r s .  

Delet:ntc Cnlvo: If  t h e r e  R ~ C  5,000 rc+:istcrecl v o t e r s ,  whnt is the  majori ty 
of t h e  r ee i s t e r cd  voters?  I b ' s  2,501, rir,lrt? 

Dc1cl::tt.c. Pnlncios : Right 

D e l e ~ n t e  Jesus  Vi1la~;omez: What t h i s  implies here i s  t h a t  i f  we're t a lk ing  
about "msjori ty of t h e  q u a l i f i e d  voters"  and have 6,000 qua l i f i ed  vo t e r s ,  
then 3,001 have t o  eo ou t  end c a s t  t h e i r  votc "yes" fo r  i t  t o  be i n  e f f ec t .  
If o113y 3,001 votcrr, ao  ou t .  then a l l  100% 01' t h m  have t o  vote "yes." It 's 
hnpo!:aible. And i f  you ' re  goLng t o  make t,llat. " tw~)-thirdn of  t h e  qudl i f ied  
voters" then  it is more all1 more nnd more Inlpnssiblc. 

m , n t c  Cnlvo: So what is the  co r~ f : c t  lnnl:uu[<~ here.  Mr. President? Am 
I supposed t o  r e d  llcre "An i n i t i n t i v e  pr?t.ition t.hrst proprrzer, R ~ e n e r n l  law 
Cor I.lre Ci~rnnlonvcal.t.lr nlinll b~.c~>lnctlnw I f  nl~l)rr~vcd by n mn.lnrity of  t h e  
rcci:: tered votcl'o4" 

-ate 060: R i ~ l r t ,  but  t h r r e  i s  an ~mendmcnt tlow t o  c h n n ~ e  t h a t  majori ty 
I;,> t wo-thli-11s. Th!ltl n wllnt we'rc rllr,riln!;inc now. 

Chai~71rsn F i t i n l :  M r .  P res ident ,  I run beginning t o  doubt whether we know what 
we r e a l l y  want i n  here.  This  proposed amendment would f u r t h e r  t h e  imposs ib i l i ty .  
I t ' s  not  only 2/3 of t h e  votcn c n s t ,  but you have t o  have 2/3 af f i rmat ive  
v o t i ~ r ~  for 'nuch  1r:ninl.nt.ion. For t h c  rccord ,  M r .  P res ident ,  t h e  amendment is 
i n  il.r.elf prcscnitinc a very b i ~  problcm. I t  woilld provide a very s t r i ngen t  
reqtli l.cnlcl~t I'or 1;ltc pcople tc? enact  Icp, iol .ut ior~.  I think we mieht as well  
tnke  Chis provisiotl ou t  of  t h e  Cons t i tu t ion .  

Deleflnte ORO: k a c t l y ,  b i r .  Pres ident .  From t h e  beg iming  I have t o t a l l y  
disnrr~'ced v i t h  t h i s  i .l~it.int,ivc 1,ccnunr. wc nl rcntly hrlve scnntors  and congress- 
II ICI I .  : : I ) ,  wllnt i n  I.11r3 pllrpo!:c o r  civlrlr.: L l ~ c :  ~ ~ c o l ~ l c  t,hc p r j v i l e ~ e  of voting 
1 : ~ ~ : :  wllcn we nlre.stly have ::enntorr; 1u1c1 corlp,rcsr;men on whom wc're spending 
th~un:rndo .md tliousnntls 01' t lul lurs .  Therefore, i f  ve1 re  eoing t o  g ive  t h e  
pcop.le t h i s  p r iv i l e ce ,  then l c t  ':; tiot m a k ~  it very easy For them t o  make any 
laws they wnnt t o .  The wny it i s  n t  t h e  present  time, we have seen t h a t  a 
vcry nt1-ong pol i t icn l .  par ty  may ge t  t o ~ c t l l e r  and i n i t i a t e  a law everydny. 
That menns i f  it is J u s t  a simple majority--and because we have seen a t  t h e  
present  time t h e  sct ive-ness of  these  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s .  J u s t  one person 

s l o t  o f  influence could c n l l  t h c  people t o ~ e t h c r  nnd say,  okay, we want 
t h  i 5 Ir11r lwccruse i t  j ~ r ~ 7 l ; c . 1 ~  1;:; t.lir n~n,]~?r.i t y  , I.ltr: pol 1 Li cnl par ty  majori ty.  
A 1 1 y  I 1 L J . v  I ~ t l  I . l c . l ~ L ~ ~ c .  Wjt.11 t l l i s  kind oP syotem 
vc !trc tnn.ltit11: i t  very easy cund I do llot nee why. That js why I th ink  Ve 
shollid r a i s c  i t  from a simple muJority t o  two-thirds and make it a l i t t l e  b i t  
more d i f f i c u l t .  

D ~ ~ P ~ ~ ~ J ~ ! ~ ~ ~ :  Mr. 1'1.r:: i ~ l ~ r ~ l . ,  t.1h-t-P i :: 11 IIII.I-I I. nrl I.t~v prnpf)nctl tunenhent, 
~~,\ul,vci., 1.11<~tx? 1s rtl::<) n ~ l c i ~ ~ c r l t .  'I'llcrc 13 11 te t~l ler~cy of our people on 
proc t ica l3y  cvery e l e c t i o n  Ilot t o  go t o  t h e  p o l l s  and vote.  The mer i t  of 
t h i s  proposnl i s  thnt. 2 /3  would probnbly be a workable so lu t ion .  However, 
on thr " r e~1 . s t e r ed  vnto.n"--rrr, T :;aid bcforr!, tlrc tcnclcncy of our people i s  
not. 1 1 .  p.o to thc  pol l :i nt11I vr8l.c. T w r ~ u l t l  ::~~y.p.c!;t, instctrcl, tlrtit we have 
II., r - / j  el' t h e  1;otal vclLcs cns t . "  I tlriltk t h a t  woulrl bc t h e  most workable 
so lu t ion .  Now, we have been discussinp, t h i s  and zigza&p,inp; back and f o r t h  
on thi.s p ? r t i c u l s r  c i r t ic lc .  t l re refor r .  nt t h l s  pn r t i cu l a r  po in t  1 would l i k e  
to >::It I . 1 1 ~  i t l du l~cncc  o f  t.hr honnrn1)lc I)clrerrt,c~, i n  t h i s  Co~~vent ion  t o  suopend 
R11.l~- 117 t o  ~ I I '  t h i : :  t.o "vt~kcr, criotl' r n t h ~ r  Lllnn "rcp.int?rcrl  voter:^." Then 
T W ~ ~ I I ~ U ~  I : , )  r~lonp, wil.11 t.11~ 1jr.ctposed ~rm~in&ncrrb, prnvided wc mrlke i t  "votes cas t . "  
1 th ink  t11:rt is t h e  111ost ~ o r k n b l e  so lu t i on .  
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1 I : :  I I I I .  : I 11frr1 '  L 1.11 Ink 1 L ' n Ilr-cc:rJlrrry Lo 111ahn any amendment 
i n  wr i t t en  form because h i s  i s  an arncnrhent t o  an amendment. 

I'rt-nidcnt C,r!r-rrt-.rfi: Wt- I~r iv r s  tm KPI; t.llr con!:Pnnlls of t h e  Delegates. Is t h e r e  -- 
1~11 u>l>Je*t:t. \ , > ~ t i '  

P res ident  Cucrrero: Plensc proceed wittl your amendment. 

Dclcgnte Dinz: .Just t o  c11nnt:c "rcF;lstered votcrs"  t o  "votes cast ."  That is  
a l l  of  t h e  mendment, M r .  P res ident .  It w i l l  be "An i n i t i a t i v e  p e t i t i o n  t h a t  
proposes a l o c a l  law s h a l l  become law i f  approved by t ~ - t h i r d s  of  t h e  vo tes  
c a s t  i n  t h e  Commonwealtli." 

(Thcre was d i scuss ion  thrit t h e  woi-dine; would make it a genera l  law.) 

M r .  Willens: If you look a t  amendment 96, i t ' s  exac t ly  t h a t  way. "AU 

i n i t i a t i v e  p e t i t i o n  t h a t  proposes a general  law f o r  t h e  Commonwealth e h a l l  
become law i f  aprrrovcd hy two-thirds of  t h e  votan c a s t  by persons q u e l i f i e d  
L t r  voLe 111 t . 1 1 ~  Cc~~~unor~w~rill.l~." 

Dele~a tc !  Dinz ' lnoti on wns secor~dcd. 

Delegate ORO: nccause of  t,tlat mcndmcnt, Mr. Pres ident ,  I an withdrawing 
my amendment; 96. 

D c l e ~ n t c  alcsun Villn~ome?.: Mr. pres ident ,  hc crmnot wlthrlri~v h io  amendment 
becnuse we hnvc J u s t  made an mcnrlmcrlt; t o  tile amendmcllt. 

l'rcnident Cc~rr rc ro :  Well. w c l l l  JunL cn t c r t n in  t hn t  nmendment here.  

D e l e ~ n t e  Juan P. Tenorio: M r .  P res ident ,  I share  t h e  f e e l i n g  o f  Delegate 
Diaz t h a t  we do no t  want t o  make it t o o  hard b u t  a t  t h e  same t ime we don ' t  
want t o  make it  t o o  easy because t h i s  i s  t h e  essence o f  an i n i t i a t i v e .  M r .  
P r e s iden t ,  t h l o  is  gooii. '1 move t o  cr~d dchntc. 

Motion was secondcd and ca r r i ed  to encl debate. 

Motion t o  amold by uoirlg t h e  words "votes c a s t "  r a t h e r  t han  " r eg i s t e r ed  
vo te rs"  c a r r i e d  by r o l l  c a l l  vo tc .  

,%tion t o  ~ d o p t  A r t i c l e  I X  on Second nr111 F ina l  Readin&, as amended and 
inc luding  t h e  sty1.c recommer~tletions, cnl.rictl by r o l l  c a l l  vote.  The v o t e s  
wcre RR fo.ll~lw: 

YES: Delegates F. Ata l i g ,  Attao, Ayuyu, Benavente, J. BorJa, 
O.T. DorJa, M. Cmucho, Cnstro,  Dela Cruz, Diaz, F i t i a l ,  
L. Cuerrci.o, Tp.ito1, Limes, Mafnos, V. Manglona, Marat i ta ,  
T'nlt~cftrs, Rnsa, Tni oacon, M. Tenorio, Torres ,  J. VillegOmeZ, 
R.  Villngon~ez nrld P. Man~.,lona. (25 vo t e s )  

NO : Delegates D.  A t a l i g ,  P. A ta l i g ,  Calvo, Hofschneider, King, 
B. Manglona, Ogo and J. Tenorio. ( 8  vo tes )  

AlV;'l'Al N:  1h.l rgut.~? . I~tul  S. I)cmnprm. (1 votc)  

(As pcr t he  e a r l i e r  r u l i ng  of Preoident  Guarrero, t he  one abs ten t ion  
wno counted nn an nf f i rmnt ive  votc,  making t h e  f i n a l  count 26 a f f i nua t i ve  and 
8 ~ ~ c r ? a t i v e .  

Dclcgate Ramon V i l l e ~ o m t z :  M r .  Pres ident ,  p r i v i l ege .  I would l i k e  t o  ask 
why t h e  changes made t h i s  morning have not  been made and given t o  us. Why 
d i d  we g e t  a copy bnck t h a t  mnde such n confrlsion? 

M r .  ~ . l i l l cn s :  I ' m  aor ry  i f  t;hcrc tlqs beer1 confusion. We ac t ed  on t h e  ba s i e  
of  mendmento t h n t  were passed, inc lud ing  18 whlch r e f e r s  t o  "votes cast ."  
But t h e r e  were some mistakes and I apologize f o r  them. We t r i e d  t o  c l a r i f y  
it bu t  i f  t h a t  cont r ibu ted  t o  t h e  confusion we can begin ell over again on 
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D e l e ~ n t e  W v u :  How do w e  +.reat a person who is s i t t i n g  i n  t h i s  Convention 
hill: ~.cf'~loc!~ ten vnl;r? 

l>rc:;itlent (;ucrrero: Ile wl1.L b c  nbscrit I'or the vot ing.  

I~e l c .~n t c  Ilnfncllnrtclor~: Cn11 T risk Lhrr f:orivc.nl.ion Ln vote  cln s cc t i ons  2 m d  3 -- 
<>I1 Iy? 

I'renident Guerrero: I t ' s  n3 the c o ~ i ~ u l t n ~ i t  s t a t e d .  I f  t h e r e ' e  any inconvenience 
becsuse o f  t h e  papers it can be cor rec ted .  

Delegate Castro: Can we be guaranteed t h a t  a l l  changes made t h i s  morning w i l l  
be r e f l e c t e d ?  

Pres ident  Cuerrero: It  w i l l  be r e f l e c t e d  i n  the  record. Any any amendment. 

Delecnte OKO: M r .  P res ident ,  t h e r e  i s  a  rea at confusion on subsect ion (d)  
ncco~.ding t o  tlir r epo r t  mndc from t h e  Commjtt,cc of  t he  Whole. Our consul tan t ,  
~~ii.L~~Lcntia.Lly, probnbly, p11L n l o t  of wording i n  t he r e  t h a t  were no t  chnnged,. 
I j u s t  hope t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  be co r r ec t ed  and r e f l e c t  t h e  cor rec tnees  on what 
we have done. 

Prcnjdcnt  Cucrrcro: 'l'hnt w i l l  be done. I nm sure  t he  conoultant  w i l l  do it. 

(Ihnlrman Mnrntita: I J u s t  wnnt t h e  record t o  r e f l c c t  t h a t  t h e r e  was no 
devia t ion  from what was discussed t h i s  morning i n  Committee of  t h e  Whole. 
I d i d  not  r epo r t  a wrong information.  

( ~ l l c r a  w n s  corit lnued cli:~c~lnsion t,hnL 711 Dcle&!ntcs wcrc presen t  and 
vntinji and an afl ' irmntive voLe o f  2G voteo wno requi red  f o r  passage. A eecond , 

r o l l  c a l l  vo te  was taken on A r t i c l e  IX--the vo tes  r e f l e c t e d  above.) 

p r e s iden t  Cucrrero: The r e s u l t  of t h e  f i n a l  v o t i n ~  f o r  A r t i c l e  I X ,  ae  mended, 
i s  26 yes,  8 no, and it does pass t h e  3/4 requirement. 

Chnirrnan Marat i ta:  I move t h a t  the  Convention adopt on Second and F ina l  
Rending Ar t i c l e  X I I ,  regnrdirie "Land N ienn t i on , "  a s  amended by t h e  changes 
f o r  s t y l e .  

I e n 1  R : :  I move t.llnt we ndopt p rn~~oocd  amendment 95. 

The motion wns seconded. 

Del e c a t e  Rmon Villaqomez: 'Phis iu n brill nmcn~lmcnt. T oppose it. 

Dcltynt;c Del!r  Crnz: &. l y l - a d e n t -  t h i s  menclmerit would encourage t h e  leasir15 
of  p r i vn t e  r e a l  property.  This w o u  a l s o  o w n  t h e  avenue for-landowners who 
have good land  t o  o f f e r  it f o r  l e a s e  f o r  commercial b a s i s  so  that t h e  economic 
bcnc f j t  c m  be spread ou$. I n  t h e  provis ion  on publ ic  l and  we have granted 
an es tens ion  of  m o t h e r  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  wi th  t h e  approvnl of t h e  l e g i e l a t u r e .  
But i f  we l i m i t  them here then  p o t e n t i a l  i nves to r s  w i l l  only look upon publ ic  
land  a s  a favorab le  term. I f e e l  t h n t  t h e  economic bene f i t  should be extended 
t o  t h e  l o c n l  people and 'his i o  one wny t h a t  we can accommodate t h e i r  economic 
ncad :: . 
Drl~-+!nl.r J o s r  Rcw.\n: Mr. 1'1-l!nidcnt, 1 Llllr~k Ll~e proponetl nnendment defea tn  
t h e  purpose because on t h e  o r i g i n a l  a r t i c l e  Lt. snys "more t h m "  s o  t h a t  
i nc ludes  40 years ,  t oo .  The o r i g i n n l  one s ~ y o  "more then  25" s o  t h e r e ' s  no 
purpone served by t h i s .  

' l)rlc.r.::ttct Dcln Cr~lz:  Mr. T'rrnldcnt, t h n t  13 n pcrlod of  twenty-five years ,  
inc lud ing  renewal r i ~ h t s .  I have checked t h i s  wi th  our  consu l t an t  and I would 
l i k e  t o  be cor rec ted  i f  I m wrong. With t h e  presen t  language doesn ' t  it 
menn n t o t a l  of twenty-five years?  Wollld t h n t  include an exten t ion  up t o  40 years?  

Plr. I.:Lllcns: It woilld not  ns p r e sen t l y  wr i t ten .  Sec t ion  3 descr ibes  l o n g -  
term t o  be more than twenty-five yenrs  inc lud ing  renewal r i g h t s .  The s ec t i on  



Convent ion Journa l  -- 43rd Day 
November 29, 1976 

covers  both p r i v a t e  .Land arid publ ic  land.  The long-term i n t e r e s t  i e  def ined  
i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  and I t  cannot: be lensed t o  someone who is not  o f  Northern 
Mnri.n.nnn rlesccnt pnst, thnt,. Your nmenclmcnt i n  extending t h n t  t o  f o r t y  y e a r s  
nlitl t,lint wntlld mrnri yo11 cnl~l t l  Ivnnr  Ln~ltl 111) 1.r) I'11rt.y ycnrw tn  persons who 

. .- . . - - . - .- 
w e ~ . ~  I I U L - : ~  Ni.rtllr.r.l~ Mnl.ltr~ltr:l ilr::~cc:~~l.. 

D e l e p t e  Dela Cru7.: The main purpose of  t h i s  i s  t o  open an avenue f o r  
landowners f o r  them t o  reap  t h e  b e n e f i t  of  p r o f i t ,  too.  Someone m y  aek how 
can t h e y  be p a r t  o f  t h e  pmf ' i . t .  The system can be  developed where a d i v i s i o n  
call be developed f i ~ r  n prcil'tt-oharilig :iyotrm. 

D e l e ~ a t e  OlymRio T. b r j a :  1 view s e c t i o n  3 t o  be  f u r t h e r  d e f i n i t i o n  of 
s e c t i o n  1 which provides t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of  long-term i n t e r e s t s .  We do have 
t h e  procedure whereby it c o i ~ l d  be  extended f i f t e e n  y e a r s  on p u b l i c  l ands  a s  
long  a s  t h e r e  i s  approval  by 314 o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  I f  I read  t h i s  
c o r r e c t l y ,  it w i l l  be s t i l l  c o n s i s t e n t  with t h a t  s o  t h i s  amendment, t o  me, 
is  o f  no importance of  a l l .  

D e l c ~ a t e  Dela Cruz: Mr. P r r s i d e n t ,  we a r e  dealinp, with p r i v a t e  p roper ty  now 
mid not  piibl. LC l.nnds. O n _ L ~ s n  o f  p r i v n t e  p~oj9p~ty-thc_1e&_i81ature has  no 
busiliess. 111e l e g i s l a t u r e  curl provide f o r  rcgu ln t iona  f o r  l e a e i n g  of p r i v a t e  -- 
proper ty .  But Senator  Borja  i s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  p u b l i c  l ands .  Unless t h i s  
language is correspondent t o  t h e  language under p u b l i c  l a n d s ,  t h e n  I agree. 
But t h i s  one i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t a l k i n g  with regard t o  t h e  a l i e n a t i o n  of l and .  

' 

Dclcyntc Pnlncion: Po in t  nT Inquiry.  I f - t h i n  provinion i s  passed a e  amended 
cnn w-> landn f o r  f o r t y  yegrx----- - 
M r .  Willens: The prov is ion  f o r  f o r t y  years  on t h e  p u b l i c  l a n d s  a r t i c l e  d e a l s  
o n l y  w i t h  publ ic  land.  It  does no t  say who you can l e a s e  t o  f o r  f o r t y  years ,  
t l i i r t ty  y e a r s ,  o r  nny m o u n t  of  y e a r s .  It  Rnyn you cannot l e a s e  it f o r  more 
thnn f o r t y  years .  I f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  3 i n  A r t i c l e  X I 1  s t a y s  a s  it is  a t  twenty- 
f i v e  y e a r s ,  t h a t  means you could not l e a s e  even p u b l i c  l and  t o  a corpora t ion  
f o r  more thnn twenty-five y c a r s  u n l e s s  t h a t  corpora t ion  q u a l i f i e s  a s  a person 
o f  Northern Mariunns descen t  under t h i s  a r t i c l e .  The number o f  y e a r s  does 
1\01: 11nvc t o  be ttir n m c  I r l  I:hc pub1 ic lnrldn prov is ion  nnd i n  t h i e  provieion.  
Now, linve I nnswcrcil your ~ l u c o t i o n ?  

D e l e ~ a t e  Pa lac ios :  No, no t  q u i t e .  Now, l e t ' s  s a y  .... I f  t h i s  proviSi0n i s  
nitopted, a s  nmended by nmendment 95 where you can l e a s e  t h e  land  f o r  f o r t y  
yc:rrs. . . .Then pri1)l.i c l ands  cvu~ld nl $10 bc l cnscd  f o r  f o r t y  yeare? 

Mr. Wil lens:  Public  l a n d s  ctrn be leased  f o r  f o r t y  y e a r s  under t h e  provision 
a s  we amended t h e  o t h e r  day wi th  approvnl  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  This  has 
nothing ..... This  covers  bo th  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  l a n d s  and it c o n t r o l e  can 
g e t  l e a s e s  o f  more t h a n  twenty-five y e a r s  o r  o f  more than f o r t y  y e a r s  i f  t h i s  - 
amendment i s  adopted. &d i t t h i s  amendment is  adopted you c& l e a s e  l a n d  t o  
a f o r e i g n  corporation--a 100% f o r e i g n  corporation--up t o  an amount of  f o r t y  

ye-a rs .  But if it is- woula nave t o  be a corpora t ion  that - 
q u d i f i e s  a s  a person o f  Northern Marianas descent . '  The important  t h i n g  t o  
remmlber is t h n t  I t  covers  both publ ic  and p r i v a t e  land and, secondly, it 
col i t ro l s  even t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  larldn because you cannot  l e a s e  p u b l i c  
l a n d s  t o  persons who a r e  no t  of  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  d e s c e n t - f o r  more 
thnn twenty-five y e a r s  a s  it is w r i t t e n  and b e f o r e  you. 

c c  1 0 :  T r i n c  iri o p p o s i t i o r ~  t o  t h i n  m c n h e n t .  We have -- 
r r v l  PWI-d 1:ll.l t: tl~~c:il. l o n  i r l  1 . 1 ~ .  ct111nn1 t.t.fvr f o r  n 1 o n ~ ,  l o r ~ & .  lonp, time--and 
o u r  connultnnt  i n  R W R ~ C  arid tins n doc tvra te  Ln economico--rind we s t u d i e d  
ttiis from an economic p o i n t  of view i f  l e a s i n g  t h i s  f o r  a per iod  o f  twenty- 
f i v e  y e a r s  would s t a g n a t e  economic development. We found ou t  t h a t  it was n o t  
~ o i n g  t o  s t a g n a t e  economic development. And o u r  experience,  a l s o ,  i n  t h e  p a e t  
d u r i n ~  the  Jnpnnege l h p i r e  occupntion of  t h e  T r u s t  T e r r i t o r y ,  inc lud ing  Saipan, 
Ti~iinrr mitl all tlie lo landn ,  tlie J a p n ~ ~ c o c  government never nllowed u s  t o  l e a s e  
t h e  l a n d  f o r  more t h a n  t h i r t y  y e a r s .  h d  then  l a t e r  on never allowed u s  t o  
l e a s e  t h e  l a n d  f o r  more than twenty years .  But t h a t  Find o f  arrangement 
never  s topped t h e  economic devel.opment i n  t h e  T r u s t  T e r r i t o r y .  As a m a t t e r  
cf f a c t ,  by 1939 T i n i m  d o n e  w a s  paying a l l  t h e  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  f o r  a l l  Of 
t h e  T r u s t  T e r r i t o r y .  The r o y a l t y  from Tinian a l o n e  wae paying t h e  whole damn 
Ja2anese from t h a t  money. But I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h i s  economy that t e l l s  me t h a t  
u n l e s s  we go beyond twenty-f ive y e a r s  we're going t o  s t a g n a t e  o u t  economy. . 
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1k:lt:~:111c U1:11r Cru:%: Whnt 11c 1:; 1.cl'crritiy Lo is  a wnr economy. Not a 
c a p i t a l i s t i c  economy. 

President  Cucrrero: No. 

D c l c ~ a t e  Juan P. Tc-: T woulti l i ke  t.o pt,nc II rlrlcntion t,o t h e  consul tan t .  
# I I ~ I I  w r  sny Llllrt pub.lic Jnrltl cnn be Icl~nctl I'or rui extension of f i f t e e n  years  
w i t l i  the  approval of  t h e  l e ~ i s l . n t u r e ,  would tllut i n  mpny have a c o n f l i c t  
with t h i s ?  

Mi.. Willens: No, Dclccntc l'cnorio. In my J ~ l d m c n t  t h e r e  is no c o n f l i c t  
betwce~l the  Luo provisions.  You cnn keep t h i s  a t  twenty-five years  and 
s t i l l  have t h e  l im i t a t i on  on publ ic  lands  a t  f o r t y  years .  

D e l e ~ a t e  Viccnte Mnn~llonn: Mr. Fres idcnt ,  T r i s e  t o  d i s q r e e  wjth 8mendment 
nrnrtber 95 f o r  t h c  silliplc rcnnori t h n t  we hnvr, civen too  much to t h e  forei-er. 
T I.liink Jocnl coof~ernt;itrrl 11rl.c c w  c!ot.nllLlnh Its own business and I don ' t  
see  w h y  w e  a r e  support in^! tlic i n t e r e s t  of  t l ~ c  foreigner.  There is t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t h e  economic development fund is very ~ o o d  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of' 
t h e  l o c a l  businessman. That is  t h e  mnin renson I th ink  we can do business 
with our o m  people illstend of  en t i c ing  t h e  f o r e i ~ n e r  t o  come i n  and do 
buninees. Tlint forc ian  nloncy would ~ : o  out  rn the r  thnn remain i n  our economy. 
TllerrCore, I' would linve t o  disnp,rec wllh t h i s  nmenriment number 95 one hundred 
per  cent .  

Dclc~ntci  Jutiti :i. Ilclnnpnn: MI-.  P r c n l ~ i ~ . r ~ t ,  wl~cn nrr, we coiny, t o  move t o  end -- 
d~.l~r~l.c? 

Delegate Dels Cruz: Mr. President ,  j u s t  by t h e  merc f a c t  t h a t  we have opened 
t h i s  place t o  be pn r t  o f  the  Amcricnn p o l i t i c n l  family is t h a t  we nre  opening : 

o11rncl.vcn t o  I'ort? 11.:r1 i.nvcsl.mr.rit. A l  ::o, wr? nre ~ lcnyl  nl< t he  :Inme United S t a t e s  
cil.i::cns wl~o n r r  I..uPnyer:; wlto nr'e not. Nor.t.hcrn Mnrinnnr: descent. They a r e  
(.nx~mycrn, t t l t , .  Wc n r r  {lclly L I I K  Lhc~n I.)lt? prl v 1lclr;c of ut.1 I i z i n e  t he  1 . b d  here.  
01' corirsc, what D r .  P n l ~ c i t w .  . . . . . 
Del.ennte Palncios:  Point  order .  l11e n ~ ~ t ~ J e c l ;  is not "Dr .  Fdlacios." 

I C I I ~  1 1 r 1 r  : I)el cr:rll.v I I o h  Crtiz, 11l(!rtsc confine yourself  with your 
stntcmcnta. 

D e l e ~ a t e  Dela Cruz: M r .  P res ident ,  we a r e  t a l k i n c  nbout investments and 
we're talkinc: nbout ].ease. We a r e  not ta lk inf !  about s e l l i n c  of  property. 
You do not  l o s e  your property when yorl l e a se  it. I f  you h i r e  a good lawyer 
you can have a darned good agreement t ha t  w i l l  be t o  your bene f i t  i n  everyway. 

D c l e ~ n t e  Ici to1 : I. c c r t n i ~ l l y  aEree xi th  my col l.cnp.ue from Tinian. I be l i eve  
tlrnt, we shoul t i  t r l  .I blr. Jr~tic:: l n  r:ct 0111; nl' 1'1 ninrl. 

1~~lcr::xtc Kirl,:: T ccl.Lnir11y ntrpport t l ~ i s  nnlcr~tlrncnt becnune I would l i k e  my 
l n ~ i d  t;o bc leascci f o r  1onl:cr t l l l l r l  i'orty years .  Longer than 25 o r  longer than  
LO years.  

A v :  I I .  I I I r . H I  t.11 1.11 1 :I ::r.ct.ior~ nm J t o  remd t h a t  
L I I ~  l : ov~!~ .~~mc~~ l ,  i$ ~-:olt~/q t o  i~aponc n twenty-rive year  l e a se  on t h e  land t h a t  
I owl? 

Mr. \Ji.llens: The ~.civcrrirncr~t. will. nnl. t.c I1 yo11 tn whom o r  For how long you -- 
clrll 1 cnnc yo11r >tllct. 't't~nt. I :1mm--oq 
-provisjori i s  t h a t  you coulcl not  l e a se  it I'or more thnn 

- 
twenty-five y e a r s  t o  someone who i s  not  o r  Northern Marimas descent. If you 
irant t o  lease it f o r  more than twenty-five years  it m u l d  have t o  &e someone 
who is of Nortllern Mxrinnnn descent .  Jf vnil w u o  l ea se  it f o r  v- 
Civc year:; i t  cnn be t o  whnmever you uloh. -- 
I~eLc!.;nte Cn.lvo: Tha t  de f ea t s  t he  bnsic p r i n c i p l e  o f  f r e e  en t e rp r i s e .  
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M r .  Wil lens:  On r c n t r i c t i o n n  on lnrid it i s ,  indeed,  a l i m i t a t i o n  on your 
r i g l ~ t  t o  dispose of  your property.  'Pllin C f~nn t i t u t i onn l  p rovis ion  and t h e  
Covennnt a r e  desiqned to pl'c'vent pcnplc In t.11e Nort,hern Marianas from s e l l i n g  
t l ~ c l  r lnnd to wt~om~?vrr t l ~ r y  .Crl nh. 

Delegate Calvo: We're not oellinp: here .  We a r e  t a l k ing  a b u t  l e a s ing .  

M r .  Willens: O r  on long-term i n t e r e s t s  which have been def ined  he r e  ss a 
l e a s e  o f  more thnn twenty-five years .  The purpose of  t h e  amendment here  is  
t o  extend t h e  number of  yenrs  so  a s  t o  g ive  you more freedom t o  l e a s e  t h e  l s n d  
f o r  a per iod  of  l e s s  than fo r t y  years .  But i n  e i t h e r  event t h e r e  i s  a l i m i t a t i o n  
on your freedom t o  l e a s e  o r  s e l l  t h e  land  i n  order  t o  a c h i e ~  t h e  ob j ec t i ve  here  
of  keeping t h e  land 1.n t h e  p r n t e c t i n r ~  of  people o f  Northern M ~ ~ i a n n s  d e m e n t .  
Tllere i n  c l e a r l y  a l im1tnt lf ln on your pernonnL freedom ltlvo'lved and t h e r e  a r e  
some people i n  t h in  comunit,y who ur1tloublc~l3 y w 1 3  1 oppor? t h i s  p rovis ion  because 
of  t h a t .  

Delegate Calvo: M r .  P res ident ,  I l i k e  t o  make money, too.  I f  Mr. Rockefe l le r  
comes in and rants t o  l e a s e  my land . .  .. ..I have a p r i c e .  I t h i n k ,  M r .  P res ident ,  
t l ~n t ;  t h i s  menclrnenL hrrs merit,. Tf M r .  Rockofcl ler  h r r ~  t h e  money, I 'll g ive  ngr 
l and  t o  him because I wru~t t o  make money, too .  Not everyone of Northern 
Marianas descent  can a f fo rd  my p r i c e .  I th ink ,  M r .  P res ident ,  t h a t  we are 
dev i a t i ng  from a l o t  o f  thinp,s and t r y i n g  t o  s t r a n g l e  t h e  very people ve're 
t r y i n g  t o  p ro t ec t .  What a r e  we try in^ t o  do? What a r e  ve  t r y i n g  t o  prove? 
1'11 repea t  again. 'I want t o  lease- t o  j u s t  anybody 1 - v G t  to-includillg 
a Derson from Timbuctoo. 

Delegate I\yuyu: I'm all confused now. I vas  eoing t o  ask what is  "al ienat ion."  
A f o r t y  y e a r  l e a s e  is a l i ena l l on  of  land? 

M r .  W l l l o 1 8 :  "Ill lcc~ntion" .\:I .Junt n I'rir~cy vord m e ~ ~ l n g  " t rnnsfer . "  It is 
def ined  i n  s ec t i on  1. Ullnt you're  t a l k i n g  about is  pennsl~ent  and long-term 
i n t e r e s t  i n  property.  Tha t ' s  what you cannot a l i e n a t e ,  which means t h a t ' s  
what you cannot t r a n s f e r .  What you have done he r e  i n  t h i s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
p rovis ion  is d e f i n d n  t r a n s f e r  o f  long-term i n t e r e s t  a s  one o f  longer  than 
twcr~ty- f ive  yearn i n c l u d i r ~ r ~  rerlcwnl rip.htc~. So a e l l i n q  your l and  o r  l e a s i n g  
it f o r  more than twenty-five years  a r e  t h e  two k inds  of t r a n s f e r s  t h a t  a r e  
r e s t r i c t e d  by t h i s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p rovis ion .  They a r e  r e s t r i c t e d  because you 
cannot make those  t r n n s f e r s  t o  persons who nre  no t  o f  Northern Marianas descent .  

Delegate Manuel Tcnorio: I J u s t  wmt t o  pnint  ou t  at t h i s  t ime  t h a t  t h i s  
does n o t  prevent  o r  r e s t r i c t a n o w n e r  from l e a s i n g  h i s  p r i v a t e  proper ty  t o  a 
person o f  Northern Marianas descent o r  a corporat ion of Northern Marianas 
descent .  And he can s e l l  it, too .  We r e s t r i c t  t h e  corpora t ions  by de f in ing  
t h a t  descent  so  we cnn make uoe o f  t h n t  corpora t ion  and we can involve our  
people i n  t h a t  corpornt ion.  r f  you a r e  n p r ivn t e  landowner and v i s h  t o  l e a s e  
your land f o r  one hurldreti years ,  I suggcst  you loane it t o  s corpora t ion  o f  
Northern Marianas descent .  I f  you want t o  s e l l  it, I t h i n k  they  can come up 
~ 5 t h  t h e  cash. It does no t  r e s t r i c t  t h a t  kind of economic development a s  
prev ious ly  mentioned by t h e  honorable De1ep;at.e Dela Cruz. You s t i l l  have t h i s  
lcewny. nut  it docs, o f  corlrne, p r o h i b l t  nn owner from melling t o  an  i nd iv idua l  
o r  corpora t ion  ot l lcr  thnn Norttlcrn Mnrinrlao dcsccnt .  

D e l e ~ a t e  Dela Cruz: M r .  P res ident ,  may I co r r ec t  t h a t .  I d id  no t  say it vas  
p roh ib i t i ng  it. I s a i d  t h i s  opens another  avenue. 

Delegate Pa lac ios :  Mr. Fresi t lent ,  we have been t a l k i n g  about and w e  have been 
t r u l y  concerned about leas in^ our  land  so t h a t  our  people v i l l  no t  come ou t  
l i k e  t h e  Ilawuiians today. Tlrcy c a l l  themselves ifawaiians bu t  they  ovn very 
l i t t l e  l and  i n  Hawaii. The Cuamanlnns today own only about 33% of  t h e  vhole  
of Cum land.  The r e s t  belongs l a r ~ e l y  t o  t h o  Rovernmcnt, and t h e  rest t o  
non-Guamanians. Laud i s  whnt we i n h e r i t e d  from our ances tors .  I look  a t  it 
t h i s  w a y :  I f  I have land  and I l e a s e  it f o r  f i f t y  yea r s ,  and I d i e  i n  20 
yea r s  then  my chi ldren  have t o  vait  f o r  30 yea r s  before  they  can b e n e f i t  from 
t h e  land ,unless  I r i g h t f u l l y  inves ted  t h a t  money. I do not  be l i eve  t h a t  25 
yea r s  i s  an unreasonable time. I n  f a c t ,  t h e  United S t a t e s  government has 
been q u i t e  concerned wi th  how we were goine t o  i n t e r p r e t  long-term i n t e r e s t .  
I f  t h e r e  i s  a l e a s e  of more than  25 yea r s  it i s  juo t  synonymous t o  really 
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1u:;Jllr: yolir ilwn lnntl. We nre very cl'r~eerni:~l about t h j s  sf? Lhut our pe0pJ.C 
w i l J  not be l ike the Cunmnn i nn, rlor 1 i kc LIle Ilrtwniinn. Wc 'Like t o  make 
nlt,tlry . hut n1.c wc nrrl. r:oir~l< t,o mnkc mrrrlcy v i L I I  t.vcr~t.y-five yenr leanee7 

Ih- ' l i~~~.~. l tc  J I ~ R I ~  I'. 'l'rl~l>rio: Wl~r~t 1 fun I ? O ~ I I Y .  t.r) !IRY I I D W  i:t n f a c t  of  l i f e .  My 
fo lks  were nppronct~cd n t  onc Lime to  l e a se  Lt~c i r  property which i s  only 
l i t t l e - -100  by 100. The person who wanted t o  l e a s e  the  property d id  not 
want i t  f o r  n twenty-five year lense .  lie vnntetl a t h i r t y  yenr lease .  
f o lk s  a r e  very old but  they s t i l l  bnvce r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  We have our own 
t'ani I v .  That propct-ty 1:) rlov hclr~c: l ~ n n ~ r l  fnr $500 pcr mr,r~th. How mnny of 
y,,11 , , tu~  nI'1'01.d to pny nv I ' ~ ~ l k : t  $500 n rnol1Ll1 I'or tt~c! r e s t  of' Lheir good na tu ra l  
l i v e s ?  That ' s  because you wnnt twenty-five years. Who a r e  you t r y i n g  t o  
p ro t ec t ?  Are you p ro t ec t i ne  my fo lk s  f o r  those twenty-five years? Let ' s  be 
reasonable. And t h i s  i s  t rue .  The record w i l l  show what I am saying.  I 
t.lij11k fo r ty  ycnrn i:: n vr ry  r r r ~ n o t ~ n h l ~  t:lm~.. 

I I I U  i 1 : I 111nkr n nwt. ion t hn t  we enti deba1.c. 

The motion wtls scconlicd w d  cn r r i ed .  

Mot.irrn I;[' n d -~p t  A ~ I ~ ? I I I ~ I I I ~ : ~ I ~  No. '15 c n r r i ~ d  tly rf11J ~ n l  I vote.  

Motion t o  adc>l~L Artic  l c X 1 I  , r e ~ n r t l i n a  " ~ , N I I ~  N ie11nt.j u r~ ,"  as mended 
~ l l d  includiny. t h e  chtu~fies fo r  s t y l e ,  w a s  c a r r i ed  by r o l l  c n l l  vote.  The votes 
were nn follow: 

YE:; : I~c1.egal.c.; 1'. Atal i g ,  AtLno, Ayuyil, Bensvente, J. 
BorJa, O.T. BorJrr, Calvo, M .  Camacho. Dela CNZ, 
J .:;. Demnpan, 1,. Cuerrero, Hofschneider, Ig i to l . ,  
R i  n ~ ,  lolmcr;, Mr~l'r~nn . I!. Mnt~c.lonn, P. Manglona. 
!4!1r.!ll. l 1.11. OI'CI, I I I I I :~~.  'I'll l rlnfafUI. . I .  'I'er1or1o. M. 
I I I  r I I .  v (26 voten)  

NO : 1)elegrrt.e~ D. Al.n1 ic, F. Atnl ie ,  Castro. F i t i a l ,  
V.  Mat~fllor~n, Pnlncios and R .  Villagomez. (7 vo te s )  

(AS   PI' the  I11'c!:idr~r~L ':; c :~ r l  i CI' r111 in(:, t . 1 1 ~  one ahnl,c.lttiort vote WRS 

cnur~l.c~l ns all nf ' l ' i~mr~tive.  n1rrk1111; t,l~rb I'irtnl t:ol~rlt; ; I - 1  nffirmntivc? rmtl ' I  ne@nl.ivc!.) 

CIuti.~.m~r~l h ~ r t l t t t n :  I movc 1.l1:iI. ve tttI:-pt I * I I  : : C ~ I I I I I ~  ru111 f . ' i ~~ r l l  Rrrrtlinp. the 
P r e w ~ b l e  as emended by t t ~ e  chriup,en T ~ I -  s t y  l c .  

D e l e ~ n t e  Deln Cruz: There I s  n n ty l c  chnr~rc in t h e  copy provided hy our 
consu1l;ant. What i s  the  purpose o f  "llortlicrn Mnrinnnr horitnp,eW i n  t he re?  
Is t l icre n spec i a l  rncrlnirit< t o  i t ?  

D e l e ~ a t e  Ilofechneidcr: J t  hns c l a r i t y ,  con::istency md s ty l e .  It i s  per fec t .  
That 's  all.. 

I)cl cj.:~~tc I ' I L L I ~ C ~ O ~  : I l ~ ~ w i v  1-01, "Lo ::crvc I L : ~  I . I I I IOILI~~: I ILLJ  .L:Iw," 1s t h n t  necessary? 
Is i t  necessary t o  s p e l l  t ha t  out  here o r  i s  it understood t h a t  t h e  'Const i tut ion 
is our fundamental law? 

Flr . Wil l e n s  : Notlil~~l: III I.lli:; I'rrrm11)l 1. i r: rl~t-rnr.r~.r.y. 'Ptli s I nnl<~~rty,o wns i n  t h c  
a t ~ ~ c n i l ~ r ~ c ~ ~ t  I was given to work wit11 N I ~  i L  :ICCBICI~ :& ~raceJ .u I  way t o  beein t h e  
Premnble nnd so I i r~corpora ted  t h a t  wi:,h what has been recommended by t h e  
Pres ident .  I made four o the r  c h ~ n g e s .  I made t h e  change about "upholding 
pres t ige ."  T don ' t  th ink  upholding p r e s t i e c  i s  a very des i rab le  goa l  f o r  you 
becnusc I th ink  i t ' s  11ncl.ear ns t o  whose p r c s t i ~ e  you're  upholding end where 
y o  1 1 1 1 i n  i t .  So I dr-r,ppc-rl I;II:IL. I Lhol1~11t Lhc cor~cept of t h e  d i , q ~ i t y  
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of NI i n l t ~ r l d  Comm1~r1wc~11.11 WWI a ~ o o t l  pllrauc NIII I put  it at t h e  bottom. I 
thought t h a t  b less ing ,  invocation of t h e  Almighty might be a usefu l  way t o  
conclude t h e  Preamble. 1 did not th ink  t h e  reference t o  enjoyment of r i g h t s  
and privi1.e~-a imponen I I I I ~ .  I P:I and nbl lfintir~rln hnd nny p l i r t icu lar  grace o r  
nicnnjrlu nn n wny 1.0 t.rlcl I.11rq I'~.t?nml~lo I I I I  I 11111. I L  In t he  middle. Ro t h a t  you 
~ ~ r e o e r v c  w l l r ~ l ,  you llnvtt R T I ~  c11ric1l it 1r1 l hc  future.  Then-'I used t h e  Almighty 
God as a proper conclusion. It has  grace,  d igni ty  and almost poetry. 

Delegate Pnlncios: O n  t h e  f - l f t h  l i r ~ c  whcrn I t  snyn "the present  generat ion 
tuld ,qencrnLi~~~l~r  I.n crnlsc ." Ky iy~r~ltlc~.:rl.rur~lIn~ o f  connl.lt,ut;ionnl law is t h a t  
c*t\rll ~ r n r r n t .  l ti11 111ri:ll. Ilnvc: I (.:I nwrl I,CIIIIILL 1,111.1 c ~ r l .  :;o t .11~ wortling here i n  q u i t e  
c o ~ ~ t r n d i c t o r y  t o  t h e  corlcept o f  democracy and cons t i tu t ione .  So I don' t  see 
it a s  qu i t e  proper t o  spc l ' l  out "next p.eneration." 

Mr. Willens : You're r i g h t .  1 ) e l c ~ a t e  Pnlncj CIS. Thomas Jef farmon sd d t h a t  
every ~encr ra t ion  nui:)~t t o  f !n tnbl lo t~  .I l . r r  owl c:r,nnl.itl~l.loti. 

D e l e ~ n t e  Hngtlalena Camacho: I t  secmn t o  me t h a t  Delegate Palacios is  not 
being confined t o  amendment 91,. What he is  t a l k i n g  about i n  t h e  amendment 
from t h i s  morning. What we a r e  t a l k i n g  about here i s  t h e  change o f  our 
Northern Mmianns her i tage  from Chamorro and Carolinian. 

Delegate Palacios:  I ' m  sorry.  I was J u s t  going t oo  East. 

D e l e ~ a t e  Mnnuel Tenorio: (Ct~nmorro ) 

Chairman F l t l n l :  Mr. Prer.ltit*nt, I wou1.d l i k e  t o  poee a quest ion t o  t h e  
author.  What do you consi[ler Northern Marianas her i tage?  

Delegate Hofschneider: I remove thoae few vords, '!Northern Wrbna. 
her i tage"  and put  down " ~ h a r n o r ~ '  nnd Carol i n i an  ," we are defea t ing  t h e  
purpose of t11a Northcrn Mnriru~ao. Wn nre  1.11~ people o f  t h e  Northern Marianas. 
I n  years  t o  come we w i l l  hnvc new c i t i z e n s  who a r e  Northern Marianans. If 
you put  down Chamorro end Cnrolinian what w i l l  you do wi th  thoee new ones? 

Chairman F i t i n . :  Thnt dootln't anowcr my quent io~l ,  M r .  President .  I am 
r e f e r r i n g  t o  " h c r l t a ~ e . "  T ' m  n o k i r i ~  what i n  "Northern Marianas heri tage."  

Deleuate David Ata l ig :  Mr. Pres ident .  I see  t h e  point  t h a t  Chainuan F i t i a l  
r a i s ed .  With t h e  consent of t h e  o t h e r  two who signed t h i a  I would l i k e  t o  
withdraw our amendment. T would l i k e  t o  include j uo t  "our h e r i t w e . "  This  
would include C l~mor ro ,  Ctrrol i r ~ i a n  nnrl thonc c i t i z e n s  of  t h e  Northern Marianas 
wtro w i l l  be herc i n  t h e  fu ture .  

Delegate Maratits: "Northern Marianas heri tage" would include everyone. 
That m u l d  include Chamorro, Caro l in ian ,  Japanese, F i l i p i n o  and everyone 
t h a t  c a l l a  t h e  Northern Marinnas t h e i r  home nnd c a l l s  themselves Northern 
Mnrinnas people. 

Chairman F i t i a l  : Le t ' s  be proud o f  our  her1tny.e. You a r e  proud t h a t  you 
are Chamorro and we a r e  proud t h a t  we nre Cnrolininn. We have our ovn he r i t age  
aepnrate of  cnch o ther .  

Delegate King: I support amendment 911. "Northern Mariernae her i tage"  means 
our  itlland and our people.  "Chamorro m d  Cnrolinian" means t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  
two kind of people. We ohcluld b e  one pcopl P. We should put it together .  

Pres ident  Cucrrero: Cou1.d t . 1 1 ~  Chalr pose n rlueotion? llow many kinds of  
people are i n  t h i s  room P~wning t h i s  Coneti tut ion? 

Delegate King: Two, Chamorro and Carolinian.  But does t h a t  mean you a r e  
going t o  exclude those  people t h a t  come i n  l a t e r ?  

1)elcfinte I\ylwu: I would Lhink t h a t  "19urtl1crn Marihnao" i s  more e n c a p a s s i n g  
than "Chemorro M d  Carolinian!' Our he r i t age  is  not J u s t  Chamorro and Csrolinian.  
It is  a conglomerate o f  many people. To make t h ings  simpler we can d e l e t e  
"Northern Marianas" and have J u s t  "our h e r i t a ~ e .  " 

Floor Leader Rasa: I move t o  end debate.  
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Y 1C:: : I)~.lcaat.es P. A t r r l i ~ ,  .T. Ilorjn.  O.T. Bor.\n, M. 
C:unnchc>, Cnnt,ro, I)clu Cruz, J.:;. Uernapan, F i t i d ,  
I,. (:~ic!l.rc.rr), .Ib:l 1.01, I:imon, Mnfrtrra. D .  Manp.lona, 
1'. Marlfit ortrr. Ogo, I h s n ,  'l'airrncnn. M. Tenor io  and 
R .  VJlJ.q:m~ez. (19 v o t e = )  

NO : I)o.Le~nt.cr. Ll. Al.alir:. 1'. A t n l l e ,  A t l . n r 2 ,  m t l .  

Clrlvo, Ilol 'scl~nelcler,   kin^, V .  Mru~flloria, Marat1 t r i ,  
P u l a c i o s  , J .P. l ' enor io ,  T o r r e s  tuid J . Villagomez. 
( 1 3  v o t e s )  

A R ' Y " I N :  Tk legn tes  nennvcntc and n i a z .  ( 2  v o t e s )  

(As pcr tlic l ' r c s i d ~ t ~ t ' : :  e a r l  lr!r r11.l l t ~ ( t ,  Lhc two nbstcr t t lonn were 
count.cd ac; ~l ' l ' j . rmnt lve  voLcz. m n k i n ~  t h e  I ' innl  c r > ~ ~ n l .  21  n f f i n n a t i v e  and 13 
n e g n t i v e . )  

Chnii-man F i t i a l :  P r i v i l e e c ,  Mr. P r e s i d e n t .  I J u s t  want t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h e  
corlcern o f  t h e  a u t l ~ o r a  o r  l.Itc. nmcndment which wnn rlcfentcd. "We t h e  peop le  
o f  t h e  Nort1tcl.n Marirrna 1:: L~tda"--who trre t11cy.I DO t h e y  have a h e r i t a g e ?  
Some o f  t h e  D c l e ~ a t c : ;  suu[~ent,  t h a t  t h e y  hnvr! Florthcrn Mnrjanss h e r i t a g e  and 
t ,hc i r  c u l t u r c  l a  C l ~ m ~ ~ r ~ r r o .  

L c n i  1 : n :  1'1.1L I I .  I t.It111k VI: t : ~ i t ~ i ~ c ~ t  r : t~ t~ t inue  t o  s r i t e r t a i n  - 
d c b ~ r t e  by p r i v i l c g c d  motion r ~ n  an i s s u e  t h n t  hnn nl.reacly been d e f e a t e d .  I 
j u s t  want t o  make t h a t  c l e a r .  

k l c ~ n t c  Cnlvo: Al'1.t-1' d c l h n t  wltrrt nvcrluc. In next.? 

rrc':;itlci~t Cucl 'rcri~: N c I L I I ~ ~ I ( : .  l ' l~ l r ;  11:~:; bcctt del 'cutod. I hope t h a t  when 
t h e  D e l e g a t e s  are v o t i n g  t h e y  w i l l  t a k e  a s e r i o u s  though t  abou t  what t h e y  
are doing.  Don ' t  oay "no" o r  "yes" and no t  even t h i n k  what i s  go ing  t o  happen. 

D c l n ~ f l t e  Ramon Villrrflomez: I move t o  I-cccs:; u n t i l  tomorrow morning a t  n i n e  
o ' c l n c k .  

F l o o r  Leader Rasa: M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  I \ m d c r o t a r ~ d  t h n t  t h e  Conference Committee 
wil.1 have A meet in^ trt 0:?0. l 'hat m i ~ l ~ t  tnke  thcm nn hour.  If t h e r e ' s  no 
ol>. lcr t ion I wc~r11tl .I iltc to 1r:llr I,ltc rnovcmr 1.o rrltni~~:e 111 r; rnt~tiort t o  t e n  o 'c lock.  

Deley,Ate Hanon Villagomez: I 30 move. 

The motion war: secor~tlatl. Thc? C o n v o ~ t i  r ~ r ~  rpcessed  n t  1.1 :10 p.m. 

Convcnt ion 


