
November 30 ,  -1976 

CHANGES FOR STYLE, 
CONSISTENCY AND CLARITY 

RECOMMENDED BY THE CONSULTANTS 

ARTICLE V I  : LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

S e c t i o n  1 : Local  Government. !Pke~e-3ka%&-be  . 

Agencies o f  l o c a  1 government e s t e t b % i s h e d  s h a l l  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  

as provided by t h i s  a r t i c l e .  

S e c t i o n  2 :  E l e c t i o n  o f  Mayor. The q u a l i f i e d  

v o t e r s  from ef Rota,  Saipan, T i n i a n  and Aquiguan, and t h e  

i s l a n d s  n o r t h  o f  S a i p a n  s h a l l  e l e c t  a  mayor t o  perform t h e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e  f o r  each i s l a n d  

o r  g roup  o f  i s l a n d s .  

a)  A mayor s h a l l  be a q u a l i f i e d  - t o  v o k e r  v o t e  

eP - i n  t h e  Commonwealth, a - B ~ & t e d - S t a t e 3 - e & k i e e ~ - e 1 - ~ a t & e ~ e t & ~  

a t  l e a s t  twen ty - f ive  f 2 5 f  y e a r s  of  a g e ,  a  r e s i d e n t  and d o m i c i l i a r y  

o f  t h e  Commonwealth f o r  a t .  l e a s t  t h r e e  f 3 f  y e a r s  - immediate ly  
, 

p r e c e d i n g  t h e  d a t e  on which t h e  mayor t a k e s  o f f i c e ,  and s h a l l  

meet  s u e h  o t h e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  as-mety-be p rov ided  by law. No - 
pe r son  c o n v i c t e d  of  a f e l o n y  i n  t h e  Commonwealth o r  i n  an a r e a  

under  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  may be  e l i g i b l e  

f o r  t h i s  o f f i c e  u n l e s s  a  f u l l  pardon h a s  been g r a n t e d .  

b) A mayor s h a l l  b e  e l e c t e d  a t  a  r e g u l a r  g e n e r a l  

e l e c t i o n  f o r  a ' t e r m  of  o f f  i c e  of  f o u r  f 4 f  y e a r s .  A vacancy in 



t h e  o f f i c e  o f  mayor s h a l l  b e  f i l l e d  by s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  i f  

mere - than  o n e - h a l f  o r  more +&f?f o f  t h e  t e r m  r e m a i n s  a n d  

o t h e r w i s e  a s  p r o v i d e d  by law.  A-maye~-may-be-3~B3eet-te 

reea&&--e~der-kke-p~etfi5ie~3-eE-artie&e-ZX~-3eek~e~-3~ 

S e c t i o n  3 c  R e s m n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  Mavor. 

a )  Fhe A - mayor s h a l l  s e r v e  o n  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  

c o u n c i l  eS-mayer3-previded-by e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  s e c t i o n  5 

o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e .  

b) Fhe - A mayor s h a l l  r ev iew t h e  ~ d e q u a e y - e f  . 

t h e  g e v e r m e n t a 4  government  s e r v i c e s  a n d  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  

p r o v i d e d  by l a w  f o r  t h e  i s l a n d  o r  i s l a n d s  h e  s e r v e s  and  

may s h a l l  s u b m i t  t o  t h e  g o v e r n o r  any f i n d i n g s  o r .  recommendations 

regard5nq  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  o r  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  

c )  Fhe A - mayor may i n v e s t i g a t e  c o m p l a i n t s  

a n d  c o n d u c t  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  ~ e g a Y d i n € J - R n ~  w i t h ' r c s p e c t  t o  - 

l o c a l  m a t t e r s  - e f - $ e e a & - e e n e e ~ ~  a n d  m a y  s u b m i t  any f i n d i n g s  

o r  recommendat ions  ea-s~eh-s&=jeet  t o  t h e  g o v e r n o r .  - a n d - e t h e r  

d) The  A - mayor s h a l l  p r e p e s e  recommend i t e m s  

f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  a n n u a l  b u d g e t ,  r e v i e w  t h e  

p r o p o s e d  b u d g e t  b e f o r e  i t s  s u b m i s s i o n  by t h e  g o v e r n o r  t o  t h e  

l e g i s l a t u r e ,  and  recommend amendments i n  t h e  p roposed  b u d g e t  

r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  i s l a n d  or i s l a n d s  s e r v e d  by t h e  a mayor. - 

A - any-prepesa3 r e c o r n e n d a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  b u d g e t  made by 

t h e  - a  mayor s h a l l  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  by t h e  r e s g e ~ s i b & e - € e m e ~ w e a & k h  

e f f * e i a &  g o v e r n o r  and r e j e c t e d  o n l y  f o r  good c a u s e .  



e)  The  A - mayor may p r o m u l g a t e  r u s e s - a n d  

r e g u l a t i o n s  on  l o c a l  m a t t e r s  p u r 3 u a n t - t e - a u k k e r i k y  a s  - 

p r o v i d e d  by law. 

f )  The A - mayor may expend  f o r  l o c a l  p u b l i c  

p u r p o s e s  s u e k  - t h e  r e v e n u e s  a s - a r e  r a i s e d  by  l o c a l  t a x e s  
* 

t h a t  a r e  d e s i g n a t e d  b y  law f o r  s u e h  t h o s e  p u r p o s e s  

p r e ~ k d e d ~ - h e w e v e ~ ~ - k k a + , - C k e s e  a f t e r  - t h e  e x p e n d i t u r e s  she33 

b e - s p e e i f i e a & & y -  a r e  a u t h o r i z e d  by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  o r  by  

t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  r e p r e s e ~ k a k i v e s  - 

a n d - s e ~ a t e r s  members o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  

i s l a n d  o r  i s l a n d s  s e r v e d  by t h e  - a  mayor.  

g )  The A - mayor may a p p o i n t ,  e n d  s u p e r v i s e  - 
a n d  remove s u e k  t h o s e  employees  a s  are  p r o v i d e d  by law t o  

assis t  i n  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  h i s  m a y o r a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  

h )  The  A mayor s h a l l  p e r f o r m  s u e k  o t h e r  - 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a s  t h a t  a r e  s p e c i f i e d  by  l a w .  

S e c t i o n  - 4:  Compensat ion  &-w-. The A - mayor 

s h a l l  r e c e i v e  a n  a n n u a l  s a l a r y  a n d  a r e a s o n a b l e  a l l o w a n c e  

f o r  e x p e n s e s  from Commonwealth r e v e n u e s  a s  p r o v i d e d  by  

l a w .  The s a l a r y  of  t h e  a - mayor may n o t  be d e c r e a s e d  

d u r i n g  h i s  a - term o f  o f f i c e .  S a l a r i e s  a n d  e x p e n s e s  f o r  any  

a s s i s t a n t s  t o  t h e  - a  mayor s h a l l  b e  pa4& b y - & e e a & - t a x e s  

t h e s e - s a f a r g e s  a s  p r o v i d e d  b v  l a w .  



Section 5: Governor's Council. The mayors 

elected pursuant to - section 2 and the executive assistant 

appointed under article 111, section 18, shall be members 

of a governor's council that shall advise the governor on 

local and ethnic qatters. The governor shall preside 

over the council which shall meet at least four times 

each year to consider matters concerning the relationship 

between the Commonwealth and its separate islands and 

among ethnic groups in the Commonwealth, 

Section 6: Other Agenc?es of Local Government. 

a) The .chartered municipality form of local 

government shall cease to exist on the effective date of 

this Constitution. Local taxes paid to the chartere'd 

municipal governments on Rota, Saipan and Tinian shall 

remain in effect until otherwise provided by law and sha33 I 

may be expended for local public purposes on the island or- 

islands producing those revenues if authorized by the 

legislature or by the affirmative v ~ t e  of a majority of the 

representat&ves-and-3enate~s members of the legislature 

from the fs3and-er-5s3ands applicable senatorial district. 

stiek-revenues7 Ordinances and other rti3es requlations 

enacted by municipal councils on Rota, Saipan and Tinian 

that are consistent with this Constitution ska&& remain in 

effect until superseded by Commonwealth law or local 



o r d i n a n c e s  o r  r e g u l a t i o n s  e n a c t e d  u n d e r  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  

b )  N o  a d d i t i o n a l  a g e n c y  o f  l o c a l  government  

3ha33 may - b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  f 5+  y e a r s  f rom 

t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  the t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  - a f t e r  wh ich  

t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  may then e s t a b l i s h  a g e n c i e s  o f  l o c a l  - 

governmen t  i n  p l a c e  o f  o r  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a g e n c i e s  

p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e  w i t h  sueh p o w e r s ,  e l e c t e d  

. , ef*+eers o f f i c i a l s  and  f i n a n c i n g  a s  may-be p r o v i d e d  by law.  

A g e n c i e s  o f  l oca l  gove rnmen t  ska%% may n o t  be c r e a t e d  f o r  - 

g e o g r a p h i c a l  u n i t s  e ther- than-Reedi-Saipani -Tiniaf i -and- the-  

fsTends-nerth-e+-Sa+pan~ s m a l l e r  t h a n  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  i s l a n d .  

We N e w  a g e n c i e s  o f  local  g o v e r n m e n t  shaT3 may n o t  b e .  - . 
e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h o u t  t h e  apprevai-ef a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  

t w o - t h i r d s  f 2 f 3 3  o f  t h e  qwai&S&ed-veters-re3&ding-e~ p e r s o n s  

q u a l i f i e d  t o  v o t e  f r o m  t h e  i s l a n d  or i s l a n d s  t o  b e  s e r v e d  

by  t h e  a g e n c y  o f  l oca l  g o v e r n m e n t  


