
SCHEDULE ON TRANSITIONAL NA TTERS 

Section 1: E f f e c t i v e  D a t e  o f  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  T h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

s h a l l  be e f f e c t i v e  on a d a t e  d e t e r m i n e d  a n d  p r o c l a i m e d  b y  the P r e s i d e n t  o f  

the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f o l l o w i n g  i t s  a p p r o v a l  b y  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  o t h e r w i s e  

a s  p r o v i d e d  b y  the C o v e n a n t .  

S e c t i o n  2 :  C o n t i n u i t y  o f  L a w s .  Laws i n  f o r c e  i n  the 

Northern ~ a r i a n a  I s l a n d s  on the d a y  p r e c e d i n g  the e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  the 

C o n s t i t u t i m  t h a t  a r e  not i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the C o n s t i t u t i o n  or the 

C o v e n a n t  s h a l l  c o n t i n u e  i n  f o r c e  u n t i l  t k e y  e x p i r e  or a r e  amended  or r e p e a l e d .  

Section 3: C o n t i n u i t y  o f  G o v e r n m e n t  E m p l o y m e n t  a n d  O p e r a t i o n s .  

As o f  the e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  the C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  e m p l o y e e s  o f  the 

G o v e r n m e n t  o f  the Northern M a r i a n a  I s l a n d s  a n d  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  

s h a i i  be e m p i o y e e s  o f  +k C o m m n w e a l t h  on the s a m e  t e r m s  a n d  c o x i d i t i o n s  o f  

e m p l o y n e n t  a s  w e r e  e n f o r c e a b l e  a g a i n s t  the G o v e r n m e n t  o f  the Northern M a r i a n a  

I s l a n d s  or i t s  p o l i  t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  u n t i l  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  b y  e x e c u t i v e  

o r d e r ,  r u l e ,  r e g u l a t i o n  or l a w .  E m p l o y e e s  o f  the G o v e r n m e n t  o f  the Northern 

M a r i a n a  I s l a n d s  s h a l l  h a v e  the s a m e  f u n c t i o n s  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a n d  s h a l l  

p e r f o r m  the s a m e  d u t i e s  a f t e r  b e c o m i n g  e m p l o y e e s  o f  the C o m m o n w e a l t h  u n t i l  

o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  b y  e x e c u t i v e  o r d e r ,  r u l e ,  r e g u l a t i o n  or l a w .  

Section 4 :  C o n t i n u i t y  o f  J u d i c i a l  M a t t e r s .  Rs o f  the e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  

o f  t he  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  the M a r i a n a s  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  o f  the G o v e r n m e n t  o f  

the Northern M a r i a n a  I s l a n d s  s h a l l  b e c o m e  the Commonweal th  t r i a l  c o u r t  a n d  



the judges  s e r v i n g  o n  t h e  Marianas  District  C o u r t  s h a l l  be j u d g e s  o f  the 

C o m n w n w a l t h  t r i a l  c o u r t  s e r v i n g  a t  the p l e a s u r e  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r  u n t i l  

t h e  g o v e r n o r  e x e r c i s e s  t h e  p w e r  t o  a p p o i n t  j u d g e s  o f  t h e  Commnweal  th 

t r i a l  c o u r t  f o r  f u l l  s i x - y e a r  t e r m s  p u r s u a n t  t o  A r t i c l e  I V ,  s e c t i o n  5 o f  

t h e  C o n s t i t u t i c a n  . C i v i l  and  c r i m i n a l  nntters p e n d i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  

Marianas  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  o n  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  s h a l l  
I 

become m a t t e r s  p e n d i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  Commonwealth t r i a l  c o u r t .  C i v i l  and  

c r i m i n a l  m a t t e r s  p e n d i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  H i g h  C o u r t  o f  t h e  T r u s t  T e r r i t o r y  o f  

t h e  P a c i f i c  I s l a n d s  o n  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  the C o n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  i n v o l v e  

m a t t e r s  w i t h i n  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  Comnwnwealth t r i a l  c o u r t  or t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Distr ict  C o u r t  f o r  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mariana  I s l a n d s  s h a l l  r e m a i n  

w i t h i n  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  the H i g h  C o u r t  u n t i l  f i n a l l y  d e c i d e d .  

S s c t i o n  5 : Con t i n  u i  t y '  o f  L e g i s l a t i v e  M a t t e r s .  T h e  tern= o f  

o f f i c e  o f  members o f  the N o r t h e r n  Mariana I s l a n d s  L e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  e x p i r e  

on  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  the C o n s t i t u t i o n .  L e g i s l a t i o n  p a s s e d  b y  the 

N o r t h e r n  Mariana I s l a n d s  L e g i s l a t u r e  b u t  n o t  y e t  a p p r o v e d  b y  the 

R e s i d e n t  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o n  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  s h a l l  be o f  

no e f f e c t .  

S e c t i o n  6 :  C o n t i n u i t y  .of C o r p o r a t i o n s  and L i c e n s e s .  

C o r p o r a t i o n s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  o r  q u a l i f i e d  t o  do b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e  

N o r t h e r n  Mar iana  I s l a n d s  on t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h e  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  s h a l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  s o  i n c o r p o r a t e d  o r  q u a l i f i e d  

u n t i l  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  by l a w .  L i c e n s e s  i n  e f f e c t  i n  t h e  

N o r t h e r n  Mar iana  I s l a n d s  o n  t h e  e,f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of t h e  Cons t i t u -  

t i o n  s h a l l  c o n t i n u e  i n  e f f e c t  u n t i l  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d - b j : . l a w  



m e ~ d e d - e r - r e v e k e d - e x e e p t - S e r - e e t e  except that no such license 

~ s s e s s e d  by -- a health professional or a practicinq lawyer may 

be amended or revoked except for incompetence or unethical conduct. 

Section 7: Statutes of Limitations. The legislature 

shall study whether to repeal aRy statute of limitations currently 

in force in the Commonwealth with respect to land in order 

for the Commonwealth to provide compensation for past 

transactions. If EI statute is repealed after study, - the 

compensation t e ~ b e  provided by the Commonwealth shall be 

limited to priority with respect to the distribution of 

public lands but shall not affect any right in property 

that vested p u ~ s u a n t - t e  under the repealed statute of 

limitations. 

Section 7 8: Citizenship. For the period from the - 

approval of the Constitution by the people of the Northern 

Mariana Islands to the termination of the Trusteeship Agreement, 

the term United States citizen or United States national 

as used in the Constitution includes 'those'. 

p e r s o n s  who, o n  the d a t e  o f  the a p p r o v a l  o f  the C o n s t i t u t i o n  b y  the 

p e o p l e  o f  the N o r t h e r n  Mariana I s l a n d s ,  d o . n o t  owe a l l e g i a n c e  t o  any  

f o r e i g n  s t a t e  and who q u a l i f y  u n d e r  one o f  the f o l l o w i n g  c r i t e r i a :  

a )  p e r s o n s  who were  b o r n  i n  the Northern Mariana 

I s l a n d s ,  who a r e  c i t i z e n s  o f  the T r u s t  T e r r i t o q  o f  the P a c i f i c  I s l a n d s  o n  



t h e  d a t e  o f  the a p p r o v a l  o f  the C o n s t i t u t i o n  b y  the p e o p l e  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  

Mariana I s l a n d s ,  and who o n  t h a t  d a t e  a r e  d o m i c i l e d  i n  the Northern Mariana 

I s l a n d s  or i n  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  or a n y  t e r r i t o r y  or p o s s e s s i o n  t h e r e o f ;  

b) p e r s o n s  who a r e  c i t i z e n s  o f  the T r u s t  T e r r i t o r y  

o f  the P a c i f i c  I s l a n d s  on the d a t e  o f  the a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  b y  the 

p e o p l e  o f  the Northern Mariana I s l a n d s ,  who h a v e  been d o m i c i l e d  c o n t i n u o u s 1  y  

i n  the Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  f o r  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r i o r  

t o  t h a t  d a t e ,  and who,  u n l e s s  u n d e r  a g e ,  r e g i s t e r e d  t o  vote i n  elections 

f o r  the Mariana I s l a n d s  D i s t r i c t  L e g i s l  a t g r e  or f o r  a n y  m u n i c i p a l  election 

i n  the Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  p r i o r  t o  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1975;  or 

c)  p e r s o n s  d o m i c i l e d  i n  i the. Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  

on the d a t e  o f . t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  the C o n s t i t u t i o n  b y  the p e o p l e  o f  the Northern 

Mariana I s l a n d s  who,  a l t h o u g h  not c i t i z e n s  o f  the T r u s t  T e r r i t o r y  o f  the 

P a c i f i c  I s l a n d s ,  on t h a t  d a t e  h a v e  been d o m i c i l e d  c o n t i n u o u s l y  i n  the 

Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  b e g i n n i n g  p r i o r  t o  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1974 .  

Section 8 - 9: Commonwealth. For the period from the 

approval of the Constitution by the people of the Northern 

Mariana Islands to the termination of the Trusteeship Agreement, 

the term Commonwealth -as used: &...the Constitution to describe 

:.a geographic area means--the Northern.Mariana ~slands-:as defiried 

'by section 1005(b) of the Covenant and otherwise means the 

government established under bhis Constitution.. - .  
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Section 9 10: Elections - within one hundred twenty days after 

the approval o f  the Constitution by the United States  pursuant t o  section 

-202 o f  the Covenant, elections shall be held on a date s e t  by the Northern 

Mariana Islands Legislature t o  f i l l  the e lec t ive  o f f i c e s  established 

by the Constitution. 'Persons shall be e l ig ib le  t o  vote who are e l ig ib le  

t o  vote under ar t i c l e  VII o f  the Constitution and the laws i n  force 

i n  the Northern Mariana Islands t o  the  extent those laws are consistent 

with the  Constitution. The ~ o r t h e r n  Mariana Is1 ands Legislature 

shall establ ish procedures for registration o f  voters and as are 

otherwise required t o  carry out the elect ion required by t h i s  section, 

and shall appropriate and make available s u f f i c i e n t  funds for the 

implementation o f  t h i s  section. I f  the Northern Mariana Islands 

Legislature does not act t o  se t  the elect ion date and establish reqis- 

trat ion and election procedures as required by t h i s  section within 30 

days a f t e r  the approval o f  the Constitution by the United S ta tes ,  the 

Resident Commissioner shall have the power t o  s e t  the election date 

and establ ish registration and election procedures. 

Section 38 11: SaipanElection Dis tr ic ts .  For thepurpose 
! :  

o f  elect ing members o f  the house o f  representatives, Saipan shall be 

divided i n t o  s i x  election d i s t r i c t s ,  e lect ing a to ta l  o f  sixteen 

representatives,  distributed as follows : 

f i r s t  d i s t r i c t  : municipal d i s t r i c t  nine and those 

portions o f  municipal d i s t r i c t  eight 

fa l l ing  within census enumeration 

d i s t r i c t s  s i x ,  seven and e ight ,  electing 

two representatives; 



second d i s t r i c t :  municipal  d i s t r i c t  e leven ,  excluding 

t h a t  p o r t i o n  of t he  d i s t r i c t  f a l l i n g  

w i t h i n  census enumeration d i s t r i c t  

e leven ,  e l e c t i n g  t h r e e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  

t h i r d  d i s t r i c t :  municipal  d i s t r i c t s  f i v e  and seven, 

. e l e c t i n g  t h r e e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  

f o u r t h  d i s t r i c t :  t hose  p o r t i o n s  of municipal  d i s t r i c t  

one f a l l i n g  w i t h i n  census enumeration 

d i s t r i c t s  twenty-nine and t h i r t y ,  

municipal  d i s t r i c t s  s i x  and t e n ,  t h a t  

p o r t i o n  of municipal  d i s t r i c t  e i g h t  

f a l l i n g  w i t h i n  census enumeration 

d i s t r i c t  n i n e ,  and t h a t  p o r t i o n  of 

municipal  d i s t r i c t  e l even  f a l l i n g  w i t h i n  

census enumeration d i s t r i c t  e l even ,  

e l e c t i n g  f o u r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  

f i f t h  d i s t r i c t :  municipal  d i s t r i c t s  two and t h r e e ,  and 

t h a t  p o r t i o n  of municipal  d i s t r i c t  one 

f a l l i n g  w i t h i n  census enumeration d i s t r i c t  

t h i r ty -one ,  e l e c t i n g  t h r e e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  and 

s i x t h  d i s t r i c t :  municipal  d i s t r i c t  f o u r  and t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  

of Saipan,  e l e c t i n g  one r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  

These e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t s  s h a l l  remain i n  e f f e c t  u n t i l  o therwise  

provided by l a w  enac ted  under t h e  Cons t i tu t ion .  

S e c t i o n  12: Commencement'of Terms. ItS3- - O f f i c i a l s  e l e c t e d  in 

t h e  e l e c t i o n  r e q u i r e d  by s e c t i o n  9 - 10 s h a l l  t ake  o f f i c e  on t h e  e f f e c t i v e  

d a t e  of t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  The o a t h  of o f f i c e  s h a l l  be  adminis te red  by a  



judge des igna ted  by t h e  Cornonwealth t r i a l  c o u r t .  For t h e  purpose of 

determining t h e  exp&rat5en d a t e  e 6  t h e  terms of o f f i c i a l s  e l e c t e d  under 

s e c t i o n  9 10  e x p i r e ,  s a e h  - t h e  o f f i c i a l s  s h a l l  be  cons idered  t o  have taken 

o f f i c e  on t h e  second Monday i n  January  i n  t h e  yea r  6e33ewing a f t e r  t h e  

y e a r  i n  which t h e  e l e c t i o n  requg~ed-by-see f fen-3  is  h e l d ,  previdedT-heweverT 

excep t  t h a t  i f  t h e  e l e c t i o n  required-by-seetgen-3 i s  h e l d  pr5er- fe  be fo re  

t h e  f i r s t  day of t h e  month of  J u l y  5n-fke-gear-Gn-wkfek-5.f-+3-he&dT 

s a e h  - t h e  o f f i c i a l s  s h a l l  be  deemed cons idered  t o  have t aken  o f f i c e  on 

t h e  second Monday i n  January  of t h e  y e a r  i n  which t h e  e l e c t i o n  i s  he ld .  

S e c t i o n  && 13:  S U C C ~ S S ~ O ~ .  As of t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of t h e  - 

C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  Commonwealth of  t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  s h a l l  

succeed t o  a l l  r i g h t s  and o b l i g a t i o n s  of t h e  p r e v i o u s  Government of t h e  

Northern Mariana I s l a n d s .  - tke~etegere-exis6Png: 


