
(1) The Cons t i tu t iona l  Crrnvcntion of  t h e  Northern Marlanln I R ~ M ~ S  vae cal.l.ed 
t o  o rde r  a t  10:lO a.m. 

The Honorable Lorenzo 1. Guerrero, P r e s iden t ,  presided.  

(2 )  A moment of s i l e n t  prayer  was observed. 

(3) The Cnnventian Secrct.nry c a l l e d  t.he r n l l  . 'l'tlcre wcrt? 33 Delep,at.cn presen t .  
No Delegates were nbnent o r  excused. 

(11) ADOPTION OF THE JOURNAI, 

Flool. bade l .  1ltrr:n: 1 mnvc t.lint we rtclr111t ttlc? ::lu~unrrry Journa ls  of  Days 42 and 43. 

The motion vas seconded mil c a r r i e d .  

Chaiiman Atal lg: There i:: n t y p o ~ r ~ r p h i c n l  s ~ r r ~ r  ~lnrler "Miscel l~ncoua" of  t h e  
4211cl Day. 'Ptlcrr? I n  ,lot n ~.ntnl~LeLc nr.rll.rncr* I'rrt- Ct~rrl mnrl Mnfnno' reques t .  

(5  ) COMMUNICATION:; - Nolie. 

( 6 ) COMMITPFJ REPORlS 

Ch~i rman Bor.ln: M r .  Pren l~ lc t~ t . ,  your S p ~ c t n l  Committee appointed t o  reach  a 
compromise oil t h e  i s s u e s  oL' "Composition ol' t h e  Iloune" and "Sta tu te  o f  Limitat ions" 
hao met and compromised on "S t a tu t e  of  Limltat ions."  Our recommendation h a s  
been i n s e r t e d  i n t o  t h e  Schl?dule on T rans i t i ona l  Matters and vi11 bc 'p resen ted  
t o  t h e  house l n t e r  I n  our  cnlendar  of  businsso.  We a r e  still deli be rat in^ on 
"Composition of t h e  Ilouec" and hope t.o reach n conaenaus soon. 

(7) INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING OF C@t~5lIlTEE RECOMMElPDATIONS 

Chninnnn P i t i n l :  Mr. Prc:~l l lcnt .  T would llkc tm introduce f o r  F i r s t  Rendina 
n llcw n c c t i o ~ l  Cot- t.11~ Scllt.l111 lc on Trnrin lt; lontrl Mnttcre--Section 7 ,  regarding 
"Unillcnt Dontn.111. " 

Chairman F i t i a l :  I would l i k e  t o  in t roduce  Sec t ion  6 on t h e  Schedule on 
R a n s i t i o n a l  Matters ,  r e ~ a r d i n g  "Continui ty o f  Corporations and Licenses." 

Chnirninn Mafrins: Mr. P r r : ~  lclt.t~t, I wt.ru Id I 1 l ? ~  t o  Int.roc111cc r r l  t h i s  t i m e  
Sec t ion  12 on the Schedu1.e. r e g a r d i r l ~  "Commencemcnt of 'Perma, and Section 9 ,  
regarding "Commonwenlth . " 

(8)  SECOND ANT, PINAl. REAKNC OF RE(:OMMENIlATTON:; 

Calendared : A r t i c l e  VI , recardinp; " ~ o c a l  Governmentt' 
Preamble 

Floor Lender Rann: M r .  President. I movc t l tnt  we reso lve  i n t o  t h e  Corn i t t e e  
ot' tlle Whole i n  order t o  corluider t l ~ c  itcntn '1 i8tcrl under Second and F i n a l  
Rcndiw . 

The motion w a s  seconded and ca r r i ed .  

Prea idcnt  Cucrrero appointed Dclegnte r cd ro  M.  Oeo t o  pres ide  over  t h e  
Committee o f  t h e  Whole. 

The Convention resolved i n t o  t h e  Committee o f  t h e  Uholc a t  10:25 a.m. 
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The Convention reconvencd i n  Plenary Sccsiorl a t  ,?:I.% p.m. 

Cl~:rCt~~nnn Oco: Mr. 1'1.frci 111-III., I nnt Ilr111l1y t.r) r~.r i t~rt  t t l t r t  t ho  Committee of  t h e  
I I  not^ I I 1 -  I :  n 1 r 1 1 1 l 1  I t  I I I I I I I  I I- I .  1 I I I ~ V  rnrwe t h n t  t h e  
( ! ~ I I I V I . I I ~ . ~  cr11 I L ~ I I I ~ I L  1111 ::I!~.OIIO~ r1.1111 Y l  1111 l I(r.111l Ill(: 1.111- I8l.~.runl)l I: nlr adopted by ttlc 
Colanittee of  the  Wtrolc. 

The motion W a s  S ~ C O I I ~ ~ C ~ ~  and c a r r i e d  by r o l l  cn7.1 vrttn. The votes  were 
nn follow: 

YE;: Lklcr:rrLt!!j 1). Atnl if:. I > .  AtaLir:. Att.ul~, AYuYu, J. fbr ja ,  
O.T. Llorjn, Cslvo, M. Cnmacho, Cantr :~,  J.  Cruz, Dela 
CNZ. J. DLC. Demapan, Diaz, F i t i d ,  L. ( ; u e ~ e X J ,  
Ilofsctir~cidor, f c i  t o l ,   kin^, Limcs, Mafilaa, R. w l o n a .  
P. MnnElnna, V .  Mnnglona, Marnti ta ,  0 ~ 0 ,  PalacioS, 
Taisacan . J . Tcnorio , M. Tenorio . Torres*  J. Villagomez 
and R .  Villagomez. (32 vo t e s )  

NO : Dt?lcv.at,es F. Atal i ~ ,  C. Carnacho and 11. Guerrero. ( 3  vo t e s )  

A N :  Delcr:nti!r, Miinvr~lte ,  A. Cmacllo nn11 J .::. Demapun. ( 3  voteo)  

(As pe r  t h e  P re s iden t ' s  e a r l i e r  r u l i ng ,  t h e  3 abs t en t i ons  ve r e  counted as 
a f f i rma t i ve  votes .  mnkinp. tlic: f i n a l  cnu l~ t  35 nf f i nna t i ve  and 3 neeat ive.  ) 

Cl~rrJ rlnnrl 0 . p :  MI-.  l'rcn l ~ l c * t ~ l . .  your (:r,lsal l;t.i.r! nl ntr n~lopt,crl A r t i c l e  V I ,  regartling 
"Local G o v c r ~ l e n t  ." ns m c ~ l ~ l r d .  

Pres ident  Ouc?rrero: Since i t  w i l l  r equ i r e  a few minutes f o r  t h e  s t a f f  t o  
prepare  t h e  u r t i c l e  on Locnl Government nn adoptccl by t h e  Corn i t t e e ,  I suggest  
t h a t  we proceed t o  t h e  Firs t .  Readin6 o f  Sect ionu 6, 7 ,  9 nnd 12 of  t h e  Schedule 
of  Trnns i t ionnl  Mnttcrs. Ijut be fo r e  we do t h a t  I v i l l  c a l l  a recess ,  sub j ec t  
t o  t h c  c a l l  of t h e  cl lnir .  

The Convention reconvened a t  2:35 

Floor Leader Raon: M r .  Frcsi ( lent ,  1 rnovc t h n t  ve rcsolvc i n t o  t h e  Committee 
of  tllc Whole i n  ortlcr t o  consltler tllc scct ior ls  o f  the  Schedule on T rans i t i ona l  
Mntters a s  l i s t e d .  

The motion wns occorided nrld c a r r i ed .  

Pres ident  Guerrcro appnintcd Dclccate M$l(rdalena Camact~n t o  p r e s ide  over  
t.llr Commit,tcr? or I;llr! Whcl l o .  

'Che Convention reso1.vcd l n t o  t h e  ConuniLtee o f  t he  Whole a t  2:45 p.m. 

The Convention reconvened i n  Plenary Session u t  4:32 p.m. 

CI1rr1 t.w(rtnn.tl ( ! J U I ~ I ~ :  M r .  I'I.I.:I I (II!II t. , I IUII I I I L ~ I I I ~  I.CI r1!11nrL I.ltn I. yrlur Crmunlttoc -- - 
ul' t h e  Whole has adopted Zes t ions  7, 9 and 12 o r  the  Schedule on T rans i t i ona l  
Matters  without amendment. I t  has  a l s o  adopted, as amended, Sec t ion  6 o f  t h e  
Schedule. I move t o  adopt t hose  s e c t i o n s  on F i r s t  Reading. 

Prcs idcnt  Guerrero: Bel'circ we vo t e  or1 thone f o r  F i r s t  Rearline p l ea se  l e t  us  
c.lear t h c  calendal. from t.Ms morrrine. Chrrirmw Oco? 

Chairmnn OCO: 1 move f o r  t he  ndoptioll CIII :;ccond nnd Final Heading of  
I w t i c l e  V I  , regardint: "Locrrl flovernmcr~t ,I1 nn mnendctl and recommended by t h e  
cououltnnto Tor oty. lc .  

The motion was seconded. 
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Dc l c~ t r t e  llc~inventc: I nttivc. I.hlrt wc ~ I I ~ J J B L  A I I I I ~ I I ~ ~ I ~ I ~ : I I L  No. 91\. 

The motion was secr>i~clrtl. 

Delegate Drlu Cruz: (~lituai,r.t-o) 

Delesate  Josc  Cruz: (C~I!UII~I~.I .O) 

Deleeate Aenavente : (Chamorro ) 

Dcl lc~nte  Ilc?rmnti G11r1-rcrr1:  ~ ' I I ~  cnticrrttr~l nt ,o~~t .  Crct.jo11 6 .  l'?mre would be  an 
ovcrlnyping ol' d u t i e s  and f~ul :hor i t i es  I t '  we runt inued our present  kind o f  
municipal government. There is a l s o  a c o n f l i c t i n g  p a r t  between t h e  proposed 
amendment and t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  branch as we have a l ready  adopted it. Regarding 
t h e  o the r  concern of  Delegate Benavente, it i s  taken ca r e  of  under Sec t ion  4 
where added s a l a r i e s  can be j u s t i f i e d  t o  t h e  l e c i s l a t u r e .  Another po in t  of 
concern is ttint ttlc tcnn nf o f f i c e  f o r  t he  mnyorn of  t h e  munic ipa l i t i ce  a r e  
not  p a r l l e l .  I uridcrstm~d t h ~ t  Tininn would on ly  have two more yeare  and Rota 
and Saipan would bc four  yca r s .  I th ink  t h e  provis ions  o f  t h i s  ehould be 
throughly discuseed.  

Dclcgntc Cnlvo: M r .  Prc::ttlct~t;, T nllnrc? the  cortcern o f  t h e  mayor wi th  r e spec t  
t o  h i s  proposed amerldment ~ l t l  havinp, t h e  c h a r t e r  munic ipa l i ty  continued here  
on Saipan f o r  t h e  reasons he enumerated, however, I would l i k e  t o  pose a 
quest ion.  I n  c a se  t h e  Comonwerilth government w i l l  absorb t h e  f i f ty -p lus  
employees now under t h e  cm1,loy o f  t he  !;nipar~ MuniciPal Council, what prom- 
is l:hc Munlcd pnl iIc~11ttcil R \> I I IE  t n  ~ n ~ r l c ~ t n l t ~ ?  

Delecate Denavente: Coultl you c l a r i f y  t h a t  ques t lon?  

Delegate Cdlvo: I f  t h e  Commonwealth government absorbs t h e  municipal employee8 
under t h e  mur~iclpal  goverrunrnt nov, whnt the11 would t h e  municipal government 
do with reopr-cat. t.o the  p~.r>~rrvnr:? 

D e l e ~ n t e  Bnnvente :  The cc11l:ral ~overnment  woultl t ake  over a l s o  t h e  s ~ T V ~ C ~ S .  

concern i n  t h e  ~ a p l o y c c a  c u r r e r ~ t l y  cmployetf by t h e  l o c a l  government. As 
t o  t h e  f u t u r c  cmp.l.nyment strrLus, I m nwnre l.hcre is a t r a n n i t i o n a l  p rovis ion  
t h a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  Rovermelit w i l l  aboorh those employees, b u t  aa t o  how long 
t h e  Commonwealth government w i l l  keep them--that is quest ionable.  

Delcnnte Cnlvo: I t h ink  t h c  s tand o r  Rotn....and I stand t o  be co r r ec t ed  by 
my collenguen.. . . . in t o  nbol I ::I1 tlic municipnl counci l  o r  municipal government 
ns noon nn pnnnih l r .  I ' m  wa>n(lcrinp. I f  wc? crul ' t  nccommodnte t he  mayor's concern 
he r e  without cven l ~ t i v i n ~  t o  mention I b t a  arid 'Fininn. Then, f o r  t h a t  mat te r ,  i f  
Tinian wishes t o  abo l i sh  t h e i r  l o c a l  counci l ,  t o o ,  t hey  may do so. Is t h e r e  
anyvay we can accommodate Saipan and leave  Rota and Tinian alone7 I'm ask ing  
t h e  Committee on Local Cavernment t h a t  ques t lon .  

Clir~irmnn F i t  in.].: Ihl I u~~cl~:~.::Lnr~d Lllnt y o ~ l ' r r  nnkir~,q I f  we can provide f o r  
Salpaa alo~ieP 

Delegate Cnlvo: That is  co r r ec t .  

Chnirman F i t i n l :  M r .  Presidf:nt, i t  was the  overwhelm in^ decLsion o f  t h e  
Committee t h a t  t h e  preeent  system of  l o c a l  government must change and t h a t  
t h e  s e rv i ce s  would continue t o  be rendered t o  t h e  c o m u n i t i e s .  This was one 
ba s i c  p r i n c i p l e  t h n t  t h e  Committee has adopted when they  were de l i be r a t i ng  on 
tlie l oca l  gove r~mcr~ t  lo:;ui?. 

Delccate Calvo: Or~e l a s t  qucotiorl, M r .  President. In o ther  words, t h e  
Commonwealth government w i l l  absorb lock,  s t ock  and b a r r e l  t h e  municipal 
government's func t ion  a s  wel l  a e  t h e  c o l l a t e r a l ,  equipment and everything 
e l s e ?  

Chairman F l t i a l :  Thnt i n  r o r r e c t .  
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Delegnte BenJamin Mmrglonn: M r .  Prcrritlent., 1 tun somcwhat t roubled  hy Sect ion 6 
of t h e  proponed amentlment. r t  may he rrpcf . l t iou3 but 1 t.and t o  w r e n  with my . 
c03leoflue, Ecnator (:usrrcro. T think the 118rrpon~ o f  t t ~ j r :  proposed nmendmer~L is 
t , ~  r i ~ n t . l n ~ ~ c !  l h e  p r c n e ~ i t  chnrt.i-rad m r ~ r l l  rl  pal l ty unL1 I a t  I t r o t  1980. Mr. 
I 'rcojdent, i n  the  )~rc>pnonl 1'111. l ncn l  fiovcrr~mcr~t we hnve n proviaion f o r  M 

e l cc t cd  mnyor from cnch mur~lc lya l i ty .  l'trln w i l l  tnke e f f e c t  upon t he  e f f e c t i v e  
d a t e  of  t h i s  Cons t i tu t ion .  IC we hnve a mnyor t o  b e  e l e c t e d  upon t h e  e f f e c t i v e  
d a t e  of  t h i s  Cons t i tu t ion ,  nnd i f  we continue t o  have t h e  ex is tence  o f t h e  
prcsont  municipal i ty i n  Snipan--1 w c ~ ~ ~ l d  l l k e  t o  pone a qucstion-who's going t o  
be ttie spokeaman f o r  ttlc peoplc of  t h e  rnuriiclpnllty? Is it t h e  mayor Of t h e  
e x i s t i n g  murlicipal government o r  t h e  mayor e l e c t ed  under t h e  cons t i tu t iona l .  
government? . . 

Deleprate Benavente: The new cons t i t u t i ona l  mayor w i l l  be e l e c t ed  after t h e  
terminntion da te ,  which i n  1980. So t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  rikyor.~will not  be 
e l e c t e d  u n t i l  such t ime a s  t h e  te rmina t ion  d a t e  comes. 

Delegate Benjamin Mwglona: M r .  P res ident ,  t h e  reason I posed t h a t  quest ion 
is because I t h i n k  t h e r e  is a c o n f l i c t  here.  The i n t e n t i o n  o f  this proposed 
amendment is  t o  al low t h e  prcnent char te red  munic ipa l i ty  t o  continue on u n t i l  
1900. A t  t h e  samc t i m e ,  i f  our Cuns t i t u t l n r~  become e f f e c t i v e  next  year  and 
an e l e c t i o n  be he ld  next  year ,  t h a t  would mean we would have a mayor e l e c t ed  
on each i s l a ~ ~ d .  I n  t h e  way we a r e  asked t o  approve t h i s  nfnendment, ve w u l d  
be I~nving  two mayors. This  is J u s t  not  c o n ~ i n t e n t  with t he  lan-e i n  t h e  
propnnctl proviolon fo r  Inc!nl Eovernmcnt. 'I'l~nrefore, althoup& I sympathize 
with m y  collcngue Mqyor Ucnnventc. I th ink  Lhe on ly  remedy here is  t o  p e r k p a  
provide a provision t o  handle h i s  concern on t h e  employment aspec t  of t h e  
municipal  employees, e spec i a l l y  here on Saipnn. Thank you. 

kl-!*~nl;r nrnnvmt>: 1 I f I n l t  Mr. I '  I I .  on I.llr ~ ~ r n p o s e d  amenthcnt 
~ i r u l  1 ,  I I  ' ,  " 1 r t . l 1 1 1 1  I y r  rrnyfl l . l ~ r *  I I I ' I I I I I ~  1111all. e l e c t  a 
mnyot. "as  provitled i r ~  Scctii111 6." An11 3ecI.lot1 6 ( n )  mevia t.hat t h e  ncv 
cons t i t u t i onn lmaynr  w i l l  be c l e c t ed  mnybc on o r  before  1980. 

P r e s iden t  Guerrcro: Does t h n t  answer your q ~ i c s t i o n ,  Delegate Manglona? 

l?clct:ntc ner~Jnmin N ~ n ~ l o ~ i n :  1 y l  clcl, M r .  I ' rcnidcr~t  . 
Chnirnmn P i t i n l :  1' , lust  wsnt t o  sny n fcw words, M r .  P res ident .  F i r s t .  
I wnilt t o  i n d i c a t e  thnt. T :iIlrirc t h c  c0rrccr.n o f  our d i e t i n ( ~ u i s h e d  Deleeate, 
Mqyt-r Iknnvcr~te. 'I'lic Commltf.rc! drlrir~y.  it:^ tliocunnir~n on t hc  prap>sed  a r t i c l e  
on l oca l  government cnme up with the new sy:~Lcm, rlew out.look, new approach 
t o  l o c a l  government hased on t h e l r  L c l l c f  t hn t  i t  would provide f o r  
~ u ~ i i ' o n n i t y ,  a s tandnnl iza t i i~r l  of Com1mnwea1t.h s e r v i c e s  t o  I* provitlcd t o  t.ht? 
publ ic .  Also, dupl . l rnt ion i t 1  t h e  intc!rest o r  c o ~ t  t~nd economy-to prevent 
dupl icatiorr nf effnrS-tn t f l r * L  rnrl be b ~ n t  n t tn lncd  by one func t i ona l  u n i t  or. 
one cc~rLrn l  c:overtuncnt. T t  wn:# t hc  cor~tenLLon nl' your Committee, M r .  
F res ident .  t h a t  we sliould nbnlioh tlrc prenent  systcm of  l oca l  government i n  
o rde r  t o  adopt a new approach o r  a riew outlook and provide a dura t ion- i t ' s  
l i k e  a t r i a l - - t ha t  a f t e r  a ~ i v e n  period of time. i f  t he  people d e s i r e  o r  
dctclmine t h n t  they want t o  have a l o c a l  government wi th  a l l  t h e  departments 
and necessary func t ions  4 t h  it, thcy  can e a s i l y  reques t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  such l o c a l  government opera t ion  f o r  such community. I a l s o  share 
t h e  concern of t h e  DQlegate Mayor Benavente who'happena, a l s o ,  t o  be  a member 
of  t h e  Committee, t h n t  Saipan could opernte on i t s  own at t h e  preaent  time- 
but  t l ic  c f f ec t i vcnes s  is  qusat ionablc.  Tlic C o m l t t e e  diocovered f o r  a f a c t  
tllnt t he  major p ~ l i . t l i ~ ~  o r  t h c  revcr1uc:l ~Cncrn tCd ror  t h e  opera t ion  of  t h e  
municipal government here  on Saipan i s  derived from grants-in-aid supported 
by t h e  presen t  d i s t r i c t  l e g i s l a t u r e .  The approach t h a t  we have proposed t o  
t h e  Convention i s  l i k e  a t r i a l  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  r e a l  need f o r  such an extens ive  
o r  cxpnnsive 1.ocnl [tovernrnPtll; i n  klrc I'lltlrre. Thar~k you, M r .  P res ident .  

D c l c ~ n t c  Jcnlls VillnRomez: 1 would l i k c  t o  nseurc t h e  Delegates and t h e  
prescrlt  employees of t h e  l o c a l  goverlunent t h n t  upon t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of  
t h i s  Cons t i tu t ion  t h e i r  employment w i l l  not  t e rmina t e  at t h a t  time. There 
i s  a provis ion  t ak ing  t h a t  i n t o  cons idera t ion  i n  t h e  Schedule o f  T rans i t i ona l  
Matters  regarding con t i nu i t y  of  Rovertrmcnt. employment and opera t ions .  This  
watllcl iltlaure you t l m t  you wi l l  not. bc tnken oTf t he  payrol l  immediately 
fol lowing t h e  e f f e c t i v e  dn t e  of the  Cc~ns t i tu t ion .  J wmt t h a t  t o  be  pe r f ec t l y  
c l e a r  t o  everyone here.  
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1)elcgntc D11rc: 1 thlrlk I R.nII u~ldt? tn t~l r I  L t l c  conc:crn of tllc! honorable Dalo~~bte  
Mnyor of Elnipan. 1 nharc I l l  n con car!^, t~nwc'vrrr. 1 ttl ao have  reservation^ 
regarding propeed waenQnr.~~l. 98. Be 1'1 ,rr 1 ~r\.nl;e nw reoervatlonn , M r .  Freci dent, 
I vnu.Ld Llkc Lo nsk tsha honrrrnbic! Iklcr!nl:c Mttyor Ilr?r~nvcntr I f t h e  1-t ret1l;cnce 
urltlc,. Scctl1>11 3(,1) t l r \ r l  li*.o!~ r.~~ct.nt.c?cl. 

Dele~f l te  Uenavente: Yes, the  underlined pnrt .  

ncxt yenr, nl.1 

My reservation i s  thnt  I hrrvc ~ l j e h L l y  rr d i f f e ren t  vereion 
. I would ou~,qeat thn t  Jr ttiere in nn e lec t ion folloving 

- .  incumhentn hold over r ~ t ~ l ; i l  thc Coumnnwcalth election. In o ther  
words, instead of t h e  incumbcnta holding o f f i ce  u n t i l  1980, i n  the  case of m 
election--in t h e  case of Tinian I think there  v i l l n o t  be an elec t ion next 
year f o r  t h e  municipal council--but i f  t h e  e l ec t ion  vaa i n  1978, then I would 
suggest t h a t  those incumbents would hold over u n t i l  t he  new e lec t ion  for  O u r  

Commonwealth governor. That would be merely my suggestion and maybe it would 
help t h e  concern of t h e  good mayor of Saipan. 

Deleante J.P. Tenorio: A s  a maaber of the  Baipan Municipal Council a t  t he  
present,  it is my fee l ing t h a t  one of the  b i g ~ e s t  problema ve ' re  facing is 
t h a t  every-time we delibernto i n  t h a t  honorable body there  is a delineation Of 
pover i n  the  a rea  of jur isdic t ion concerning l eg ie l a t ion  and whatnot. It is 
my f ee l ing  t h a t  t h e  nev Conanonwealth should be given the  opportunity t o  get  
i t s e l f  t h e  proper bearing and vhatnot. That would give t h e  l eg i s l a tu re  of 
t h e  Commonwealth, a lso ,  time enough t o  eepnrnte vhat they consider loca l  mtters 
from other  mnttcrn. I ' m  n fllm believer thnl; t h e  primary function of t h e  
government i s  B ~ N ~ C C  for  i t o  people. In t h a t  end, 1 believe t h a t  t h e  
existence of t h e  municipal council is a burden t o  our taxpayer and t h a t  t h e  
municipal council should terminate i t s e l f  ae eoon as poseible and the  money 
presently used f o r  t h e  municipal council should be spread out t o  the  pcaple 
i n  terms of services. Thank you. 

President Cuerrero: Alright,  a t  t h i s  time could I ask the  l e g a l  coneul tmt  
t o  comment on this s ince  it is very important. 

M r .  Willene: Yen. thank you, M r .  President. I v i l l  not belabor t h e  point 
but I would l i k e  t o  exprcns a few thought6 about t h i s  proposed amendment t o  
Ar t i c l e  6. It 's been my viev of the  pas t  several  weehe tha t  Ar t i c l e  6 on 
l o c a l  government is  one of those t h a t  w i l l  be looked a t  moat c s re ru l ly  by 
t h e  United Sta tes  au thor i t i e s  i n  t h e  course of reviewing t h i s  docrnnent by 
approval. A s  t h e  document llno cmcracd from t h e  Convention I bel ieve  it i r  
nn n r t i c l e  t h a t  w i l l  wit t~r~tand very close ocruttny and i t ' a  an a r t i c l e  of 
utlic11 you can be very proud. I think it can be explained and defended t o  t h e  
Ui~i tcd  Sta tes  in theee three  important respects: F i r e t ,  it shove a 
conaiderable amount of p o l i t i c a l  courage on the  pa r t  of the  members of t h i e  
Convention t o  abolish ex i s t ing  ina t i tu t ione  of l o c a l  government and t o  create  a 
new i n s t i t i t u t i o n  which you th ink  i s  b e t t e r  designed fo r  your purpoees. It 
shown your concern Tor er f lc lcncy i n  terms of delivering publlc aervicee and 
your emphaois on services  f o r  the  people r a the r  than posi t ions  and goverrrmental 
bodies. Third, it r e f l e c t s  your concern f o r  economy and w i l l  enable you t o  
demonstrate t o  t h e  United S ta t e s  t h a t  you have created an overa l l  government 
s t ruc tu re  tha t  i s  appropriate f o r  your a m d l  community and one with the  l imi ted  
resources tha t  you w i l l  have over the  next several  years. So, I think t h e  
a r t i c l e  t h a t  you have before you f o r  Second Reading i e  a very important 
a r t i c l e  and one t h a t  you can defend on those th ree  important grounds t h a t  I 
have jus t  summarized. I'm a f ra id  t h a t  the propoeed amendment r e a l l y  takee you 
r igh t  back t o  where you s t a r t e d  from and I th ink it would r e a l l y  open up your 
a r t i c l c  f o r  n c o n t l i u ~ n t i o ~ ~  of your cxintlna lnn t i tu t ion  of p,overnment. That is 
my vicw o f  the  a r t i c l e  a s  it presently stands. 

Floor Leader Rasa: I move t o  end debate. 

The motion wnn necontlucl nntl car r ied .  

Motion t o  adopt proposed amendment 98 was defeated by r o l l  c a l l  vote. 

Deleplate Ramon Villa~omez: On Art ic le  V I ,  Section 5, l i n e  5, t h e  word "ethnic." 
I would l i k e  t o  rnove t o  dele te  t h e  words "and ethnic" on l i n e  5 and on l i n e  8 
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d e l e t e  t h e  words "and mona  e t h n i c  groups." The reason X make t h e  motion ' t o  
d e l e t e  thone tenns  i n  t o  reduce a s  much as posa ib le  any lamunge  i n  t h e  Conati- 
t u t i o n  t h a t  would d iv ide  e thn i c  group8 v i t h fn  t h e  Commonwealth. I th ink  t h a t  
locnL matterm would 1 rlclu~lo ~ t h n i c  mnttcro, 

'I'llc nu~t 1*1r1 wnn :lr:corl~lc~rl . 
Chairman F i t i a l :  In  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  u n i t y  omong t h e  people o f  t h e  Northern 
Marianas. I move t o  end debate. 

The motion wlu, eecor~dctl. 

Pres ident  Guerrero: Are we ready t o  vo te  on t h e  e n t i r e  A r t i c l e  VI, ae amended? 

Deleante Ramon Villaeunez: We haven ' t  voted on my motion. 

R e s i d e n t  Guerrero: Your motion i s  only  f o r  de l e t i on  end t h a t  has  been 
approved by t h e  e t h n i c  r ep r e sen t a t i ve .  

Chnirmnn F i t i d :  Poin t  of o rder .  You a r c  d l s c r i m i n a t i n ~ .  

Presif ient  Guerrero: I don ' t  t h i n k  we' a r e  discr iminat ing.  You are t h e  sponsor 
o f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  amendment and you a r e  i n  agreement wi th  t h a t  eo I don' t  
t h i n k  t h e r e ' s  any need t o  c a l l  f o r  a vote.  

D e l e ~ n t e  Carlos Comnc.lra: 1'0 l n t  o f  i n f n m n t  lrln. Cnn nomebody t e l l  me how 
mauy a e s i o t m ~ t s  doc0 t h e  mnynr have undcr Gc.ction 11 f o r  campeneation? 

F loor  Leader Rasa: The term "a se i s t an t s "  i s  p l u r a l  t h e r e  no he could have 
more than  one ahould he ever  decide.  

D e l e ~ ~ t e  Jesus  V i l l ~ o m e z :  There vould be a s  many a s  provided by law. 

D c l e ~ a t e  J.S. Demapan: M r .  P r e s iden t ,  I ' m  wondering i f  t h i s  munic ipa l i ty  we 
a r e  env i~ ion i . cgwi l l  hc. a b l c  Lo vork hacaune i t  13 rindcr connnercial laws. 
( l n i l ~ t l t c r )  

Chai tman F i t i d  : '1 c:m nncuvr t h a t .  'Inat wo111d provide t h n t  our  rnunicipa.1 
government would be nperat in~r,  l e g a l l y .  

Dclccnte J . R .  kmnptm: MlnL nrr! t t i r  p o l l t l c : ~  wc! nrc! p r ac t f c ing  I n  t h e  Northern 
M.u.1 nrlirs l Tllnt is my maJol- c:orrcern . 

Motion c a r r i e d  t o  end dcbate.  

Motion t o  de1et.e. ns ol'rered hy 1)clefint.e V l l  lt-qomez. c n r r i e d  by vote  by 
r n j  11 lrrg of  h ~ n d s .  

Motion t o  adopt A r t i c l e  V r .  a s  amended, carr- ied by r o l l  c a l l  vote.  The 
vo t e s  were ae follow: 

YES: 1 ) c l e ~ n t c s  D. A t a l i g .  F. Atnl ig.  P. A t a l i g ,  Attao.  Ayuyu, 
.I. W r j a .  O.T. Borja ,  M. Carnacho, Castro. Cruz, Dela Cruz, 
Diaz. F i t i a l ,  L. Guerrero , Hofschneider, King, Limce , 
Mamas. B. Manglona, P. Manqlona, V. Manglona, Ogo, 
Palaclor.,  Rasa. Tnisacnn, J. Tenorio, M. Tenorio,  Torree,  
. I .  V l  ) ln~omrt .  ~ i r l  I t .  V l l l n~n rn r?~ .  (30 v o t e s )  

NO : Dclep,ates Benavcnte. A .  Camncho nnd H. Guerrero. (3 votee)  

ABSTAIN : Delegates C. Camncho and J.:;. Dcmapan. ( 2  vo t e s )  

(AS pe r  t h e  e a r l i e r  r u l i n g  o f  Fres idcnt  Cuerrcro,  t he  2 abs ten t ion8  were 
counted a s  aff innci t ive vo tes ,  lnakina t h e  f i n a l  count 32 a f f i rma t i ve  and 3 nega- 
t i v e .  ) 

Chairman F i t i a l :  I would l i k e  t o  in t roduce  Resolut ion No. 7 ,  regard ing  migrat ion 
o f  Northern Marianas people t o  t h e  United S ta tes .  
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(10) UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

President Guerrero: May I ask t h e  committee dealing with Section 11 of 
Transitiorlnl Mnt.t~-rn7 Tn I.hl n I I ~  I l l  wlth thc Committee on Governmental 
TrlnL 1 l .~ r l ,  I L I I I I I .  [:l~nl I ~ I I I ~ I I I  MII~'III~:I? 

Chairman Mafhae: M r .  President, as soon as ve resolve the  problem of t h e  
lover house ve w i l l  tackle  t h a t  problem. I hope it w i l l  be done soon. 

President Guerrero: May I ask your committee t o  meet sanetime tamorrw, then. 
so you cnn nt  l c a a t  report t o  the  Convention. I do ank t h a t  your committee 
and the Special Cormnittee dealing with the  composition of the  lavcl h o u ~ e  
come up nikh a report  f o r  tomorrov. I hope these matters can be resolved 
soon so  ve can proceed v i t h  the  business of t h e  Convention. 

(11) SPECIAL ORDERS OF TIIE MY - None. 

(12) GENERht ORDERS OF THE DAY - None. 

President Gucrrero: I have dis t r ibuted one connnunicatian, n l e t t e r  from 
S t r i k  Yoma, Director of Affairs,  expreseing t h e i r  concern about draft 
provisions. 

Chairmarl l i t i a l :  For t h e  pur.pose of promotine unity among t h e  people of 
t h e  Northern Marianas, t h e  Cnrolinian Delegation i a  hoating s par ty  on 
Saturday for  the  Convention Delegates and s taffsf ram 6 t o  8 p.m. It v%l1 be ..' 
outside by t h e  pool md everyone i n  invited. 

, - 
Chainnan O.T. Bor.la: M r .  President, your Special Comit tee  w i l l  meet a t  
seven o'clock t h i s  evening t o  discuse "Composition of t h e  h w e r  House." 

Sccrctnry AtalLg: 'l'lm S t y l e  Committee w i l l  meet tomorrov morning twenty 
minutes baI'cr1.o the  Pl.ennry ::onnl on bcginn. 

Floor Leader Rasa: 1 move *.hat the  Convention recess u n t i l  t e n  o'clock 
tomorrov morning. 

Thc nlotior~ was seconrlcd nnd cnrricd. 

The Convention recessed a t  5:50 p.m. 

APPROVED : 

Nortl~crn Flnri nnns Const i t tr t  ion;rI 
Convcntion 

Convcntion Secretary 


