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SCHEDULE ON TRANSITIONAL MATTERS 

The following provisions shall remain part of the 

Constitution until their terms have been executed. Once each 

year the attorney general shall review the following 

provisions and certify to the governor which, if any, have 

been executed. Any provisions so certified shall be removed 

from this Schedule and no longer published as part of the 

Constitution. 

Section 1: Effective Date of Constitution. The 

Constitution shall take effect on a date proclaimed by the 

President of the United States after its approval by the 

United States and otherwise as provided by the Covenant. 

Section 2: Continuity of Laws. Laws in' force in ' 

the Northern Mariana Islands on the day preceding the effective 

date of the constitution that are consistent with the Consti- 

tution and the Covenant shall continue in force until they 

> 

expire or are amended or repealed. 

Section 3: Continuitv of Government-Em~lovment and 
,- 

Operations. As of the effective date of the Constitution 

employees of the Government of the Northern Mariana Islands and 

its political subdivisions shall be employees of the Commonwealth 

on the same terms and conditions of employment as were.enforce- 

able against the Government of the Northern Mariana Islands or 

its political subdivisions until provided otherwise by law, 

regulation o r  ordinance. Empl'oyees of the Government of the 

~ o r t h e r n  Mariana Islands shall have the same functions and 



d u t i e s  a f t e r  b e c o m i n g  e m p l o y e e s  o f  t h e  Commonweal th  u n t i l  

p r o v i d e d  o t h e r w i s e  by  l a w ,  r e g u l a t i o n  o r  o r d i n a n c e .  

S e c t i o n  4 :  C o n t i n u i t y  o f  J u d i c i a l  M a t t e r s .  A s  o f  

t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  t h e  M a r i a n a s  D i s t r i c t  

C o u r t  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a  I s l a n d s  s h a l l  
4 

b e c o m e  t h e  Commonwea l t h  t r i a l  c o u r t  a n d  t h e  j u d g e s  s e r v i n g  o n  

t h e  M a r i a n a s  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  s h a l l  b e  j u d g e s  o f  t h e  Commonweal th  

t r i a l  c o u r t  s e r v i n g  a t  t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r  u n t i l  t h e  

g o v e r n o r  a p p o i n t s  j u d g e s  o f  t h e  Commonwea l t h  t r i a l  c o u r t  f o r  

f u l l  s i x - y e a r  terms u n d e r  a r t i c l e  I V ,  s e c t i o n  4 ,  o f  t h e  Con- 

s t i t u t i o n .  C i v i l  a n d  c r i m i n a l  m a t t e r s  p e n d i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  

M a r i a n a s  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  o n  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

s h a l l  b e c c m c  n a t t c r s  p e n d i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  C o ~ n o c w e a l t h  t r i a l  c o u r t .  

C i v i l  a n d  c r i m i n a l  m a t t e r s  p e n d i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  H i g h  C o u r t  o f  t h e  

T r u s t  T e r r i t o r y  o f  t h e  P a c i f i c  I s l a n d s  o n  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  

t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  i n v o l v e  m a t t e r s  w i t h i n  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o a  o f  

t h e  Commonwea l t h  t r i a l  c o u r t  o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  

f o r  t h e  N o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a  I s l a n d s  s h a l l  r e m a i n  w i t h i n  t h e  
/ 

j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  H i g h  C o u r t  u n t i l  f i n a l l y  d e c i d e d .  

S e c t i o n  5 :  C o n t i n u i t y  o f  L e g i s l a t i v e  M a t t e r s . .  T h e  

t e r m s  o f  o f f i c e  o f  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a  I s l a n d s  

L e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  e x p i r e  o n  t h e  e f . f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h e - C o n s t i -  

t u t i o n .  B i l l s  e n a c t e d  b y  t h e  N o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a  I s l a n d s  L e g i s l a -  

t u r e  b u t  n o t  a p p r o v e d  by  t h e  R e s i d e n t  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o n  t h e  

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  s h a l l  b e  v o i d .  



S e c t i o n  6 :  C o n t i n u i t y  o f  C o r p o r a t i o n s , - a n d  L i c e n s e s .  

C o r p o r a t i o n s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  o r  q u a l i f i e d  t o  d o  b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e  

N o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a  I s l a n d s  o n  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h e  C o n s t i -  

t u t i o n  s h a l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  o r  q u a l i f i e d  u n t i l  

o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  b y  l a w .  L i c e n s e s  i n  e f f e c t  i n  t h e  N o r t h e r n  

M a r i a n a  I s l a n d s  o n  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  s h a l l  

c o n t i n u e  i n  e f f e c t  u n t i l  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  b y  l a w  e x c e p t  t h a t  

n o  l i c e n s e  p o s s e s s e d  b y  a  l a n d  s u r v e y o r ,  s h i p  o f f i c e r ,  h e a l t h  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r  a p r a c t i c i n g  t r i a l  a s s i - s t a n t  may b e  a m e n d e d  o r  

r e v o k e d  e x c e p t  f o r  i n c o m p e t e n c e  o r  u n e t h i c a l  c o n d u c t .  

S e c t i o n  7 :  S t a t u t e s  o f  L i m i t a t i o n s .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  

s h a l l  s t u d y  w h e t h e r  t o  r e p e a l  a  s t a t u t e  o f  l i m i t a t i o n s  c u r r e n t l y  

i n  f o r c e  i n  t h e  C o m m o n w e a l t h  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  l a n d  i n  o r d e r  f a r  

t h e  C o m m o n w e a l t h  t o  p r o v i d e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  p a s t  t r a n s a c t i o n s .  
- 

I f  a s t a t u t e  i s  r e p e a i e d  a f t e r  s t u d y ,  t h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  

b y  t h e  C o m m o n w e a l t h  s h a l l  b e  l i m i t e d  t o  p r i o r i t y  w i t h  r e s p e c t .  
> 

t o  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s  a n d  s h a l l  n o t  a f f e c t  a  r i g h t  

i n  p r o p e r t y  t h a t  v e s t e d  u n d e r  t h e  r e p e a l e d  s t a t u t e  o f  l i m i t a t i o n s .  
/ 

S e c t i o n  8 :  I n t e r i m  D e f i n i t i o n  o f  C i t i z e n s h i p .  F o r  t h e  

p e r i o d  f r o m  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  b y  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  

N o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a  I s l a n d s  t o  t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  T r u s t e e s h i p  

A g r e e m e n t ,  t h e  t e r m  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c i t i z e n  o r  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

n a t i o n a l  a s  u s e d  i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  i n c l u d e s  t h o s e  p e r s o n s  " h o ,  

o n  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  b y  t h e  p e o p l e  

o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a  I s l a n d s ,  d o  n o t  owe a l l e g i a n c e  t o  a n y  

f o r e i g n  s t a t e  a n d  who q u a l i f y  u n d e r  o n e  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c r i t e r i a :  



. , 
a) persons who were born in the Northern Mariana 

Islands, who are citizens of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands on the date of the approval of the Constitution by the 

people of the Northern Mariana Islands, and who on that date are 

domiciled in the Northern Mariana Islands or in the United States 

or any territory or possession thereof; 

b) persons who are citizens of the Trust Territory 

of the Pacific Islands on the date of the approvzl of the 

Constitution by the people of the North-ern Mariana Islands, who 

have been domiciled continuously in the Northern Mariana Islands 

for at least five years immediately prior to that date, and who, 

unless under age, registered to vote in elections for the 
, 

Mariana Islands District Legislature or for any municipal 

election in the Northern Mariana Islands prior to January 1, 1975; 

... 
c) persons dbmiciled in the Northern Mariana 

Islands on the date of the approval of-the Constitution by the 

people of the Northern Mariana Isyands who, although not citizens 

of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, on that date have 

been domiciled continuously in the Northern Mariana Islands 

beginning prior to January 1, 1974. 

Section 9: Commonwealth. For the period from the 

approval of the Constitution by the people of the Northern 

Mariana Islands to the termination of the Trusteeship Agreement, 

the term Commonwealth as used .in the Constitution and this schedule 

to describe a geographic area means the ~orthern Mariana Islands 



. . 

a s  d e f i n e d  by  a r t i c l e  X ,  s e c t i o n  1 0 0 5 ( b ) ,  o f  t h e  C o v e n a n t  a n d  o t h e r -  

w i s e  m e a n s  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  

S e c t i o n  1 0 :  E l e c t i o n s .  W i t h i n  o n e  h u n d r e d  t w e n t y  d a y s  

a f t e r  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  by  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

u n d e r  t o  a r t i L l e  11, s e c t i o n  2 0 2 ,  o f  t h e  C o v e n a n t ,  a n  e l e c t i o n  

s h a l l  b e  h e l d  o n  a d a t e  s e t  b y  t h e  N o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a  I s l a n d s  

L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  f i l l  t h e  e l e c t i v e  o f f i c e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  

C o n s t i t u t i o n .  P e r s o n s  s h a l l  b e  e l i g i b l e  t o  v o t e  who a r e  e l i g i b l e  

t o  v o t e  u n d e r  a r t i c l e  V I I  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  t h e  l a w s - i n  

f o r c e  i n  t h e  N o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a  I s l a n d s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h o s e  l a w s  

a r e  C o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  T h e  N o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a  

I s l a n d s  L e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  t h o s e  p r o c e d u r e p ,  i n c l u d i n g  . 
r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  v o t e r s ,  r e q u i r e d  t o  c o n d u c t  t h e  e l e c t i o n  r e q u i r e d  

b y  t h i s  s e c t i o n , - a n d  s h a l l  a p p r o p r i a t e  s u f f i c i e n t  f u n d s  f o r  

t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  I f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a  

I s l a n d s  L e g i s l a t u r e  d o e s  n o t ' a c t  t o  s e t  t h e  e l e c t i o n  d a t e  a n d  

e s t a b l i s h  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  r e g i s t r a t i o n  a n d  e l e c t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s  

w i t h i n  t h i r t y  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  a p p r d v a l  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  by  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h e  R e s i d e n t  C o m m i s s i o n e r  may s e t  t h e  e l e c t i o n  

d a t e  a n d  e s t a b l i s h  r e g i s t r a t i o n  a n d  e l e c t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s .  

S e c t i o n  11: S a i p a n  E l e c t i o n  D i s t r i c t s .  

(To  b e  s u p p l i e d )  



Section 12: Commencement of Terms. Officials elected 
C 

in the election required by section 10 shall take office on the 
, . .  

effective date of the Constitution. The oath of office shall 

be administered by a judge designated by the Commonwealth trial 
# 

court. For the purpose of determining the date the terms of 

officials elected under section 10 expire, the officials shall 
4 

be considered to have taken office on the second Monday in 

January in the year after the year in which the election is held, 

except that if the election is held before the first day of the 

month of July the officials shall be considered to have taken 

office on the second Monday in January of the year in whlch the 

election is held. 

Section 13: Succession. As of the effective date of 

the Constitution the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands . 
shall succeed to all rights and obligations of the previous 

Government of the Northern Mariana Islands. 


