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PREAMBLE 

b 

We the people of the Northern Mariana Islands, 

grateful to Almighty God for our freedom, ordain and 
4 

establish this Constitution as the embodiment of our 

traditions and hopes for our Commonwealth in political 

union with the United States of America. 



Passed on second read inq  - 
by plenary session 

ARTICLE I: PERSONAL RIGHTS . . 

s e c t i o n  1: Laws Proh ib i t ed .  No law s h a l l  be made t h a t  
i s  a b i l l  o f  a t t a i n d e r ,  an ex pos t  f a c t o  law, a law impa i r i ng  t h e  
o b l i g a t i o n  of cont rac ts ,  o r  a law p r o h i b i t i n g  the  t r a d i t i o n a l  a r t  o f  
heal ing .  

Sec t ion  2: ' Freedom o f  Re1 i g i o n ,  Speech, Press and Assembly. 
No law s h a l l  be made-respect ing an establ ishment  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  o r  pro-  
h i b i  t i n g  t h e  f ree  exerc ise  thereof ,  o r  ab r idg ing  t h e  freedom o f  speech, 
o r  o f  t h e  press, o r  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  people peaceably t o  assemble and 
t o  p e t i t i o n  t h e  government f o r  a redress o f  gr ievances. 

Sec t ion  3: Search and Seizure. The r i g h t  o f  t h e  people t o  
be secure i n  t h e i r  persons, houses, papers and belongings aga ins t  
unreasonable searches and seizures s h a l l  n o t  be v i o l a t e d .  

a )  No warrants s h a l l  i ssue  except upon probable cause 
supported by oa th  o r  a f f i r m a t i o n  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  desc r ib ing  t h e  p lace 
t o  be searched and t h e  persons o r  t h i n g s  t o  be seized. 

b )  No w i re tapp ing  , e l  e c t r o n i c  eavesdroppi ng o r  o t h e r  
comparable means o f  s u r v e i l l a n c e  s h a l l  be used except pursuant t o  a 
warrant .  . 

c )  Any person adversely  a f f e c t e d  by an il l e g a l  search 
o r  se i zu re  has a cause o f  a c t i o n  aga ins t  t h e  government w i t h i n  l i m i t s  
prov ided by 1 aw . , - 

Sect ion  4: Cr iminal  Prosecut ions. I n  a l l  c r i m i n a l  prosecut ions 
c e r t a i n  fundamental r i g h t s  s h a l l  ob ta in .  ... 

. a)  'The accused has t h e  r i g h t  t o  ass is tance o f  counsel 
and, i f  convic ted,  has t h e  r i g h t  t o  counsel i n  - a l l  appea-1s. 

b)  The accused has the;ight t o  be conf ron ted w i t h  
adverse witnesses and t o  have compulsory process f o r  ob ta in ing  favo rab le  
witnesses. 

c )  No person s h a l l  be compelled t o  g i v e  s e l f - i n c r i m i n a t i n g  
test imony. 

d )  'There s h a l l  be a speedy and pub1 i c  t r i a l .  

e )  No person s h a l l  be pu t  tw i ce  i n  jeopardy f o r  t h e  
same offense regard less  o f  t h e  governmental e n t i t y  t h a t  f i r s t  i n s t i t u t e s  
prosecut ion.  

, 
f)  Excessive b a i l  s h a l l  n o t  be requ i red .  



g )  Excessive fines shall not be imposed. 

h) Cruel and unusual punishment shall not 
be infl icted.  

i ) Capital pun i  s hment i s  prohibited. 

j) Persons who are under eighteen years of age shall 
be protected i n  criminal judicial proceedings and i n  conditions of 
impr i sonment. 

Section 5: Due Process. No person shall be deprived of 
l i f e ,  l iberty or property without due process of law. 

Section 6: Equal Protection. No person shall be denied 
the equal protection of the laws. No person shall be denied the enjoyment 
of c iv i l  rights or be discriminated against in- the  exercise thereof on 
account of race, color, religion, ancestry or sex. 

Section 7: Quartering Soldiers. No soldier i n  time of 
peace may be quartered i n  any house without the consent of the owner, 
nor in time of war except as provided by law. 

Section 8: Trial by Jury. The legislature may provide for  
t r i a l  by jury i n  criminal or civi l  cases. - 

Section 9: Clean and Heal thful Environment. Each person 
has the right to a clean and healthful public environment. 

Section 10: Privacy. The right of individual privacy shall 
not be infringed except upon a sho,wing of compelling interest .  , .. 


