
December 3 ,  1976 

REPORT TO THE CONVENTION 
BY 

THE SPECIAL COi.IMITTEE 

The undersigned,  members of a s p e c i a l  committee, have c a r e f u l l y  

reviewed e l e v e n  s e t s  of comments on t h e  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of November 14,  . 

1976. Each of t h e s e  e i even  submissions was ve ry  though t fu l  and d isp layed  

t h e  cor respondent ' s  thorough s tudy  of t h e  d r a f t  Cons t i tu t ion .  ! T h e  s p e c i a l  

cormnittee cons idered  sugges t ions  o f f e r e d  by t h e  Resident  Commissioner; 

. S. Yoma, d i r e c t o r  of  p 'ubl ic  a f f a i r s  f o r  t h e  T r u s t  T e r r i t o r y  Government: 

F e l i c i d a d  Roger N. Ludwick; Senator  Herman R. Guerrero;  J ack  Layne, a c t i n g  

a t t o r n e y  gene ra l  of t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s ;  A. C. Tenorio,  d i r e c t o r  

of p u b l i c  works i n  t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  government; Juan A. Sablan,  

a c t i n g  aeputy  h igh  commissioner of t h e  T r u s t  T e r r i t o r y ;  t h e  United Caro l in i an  

Assoc ia t ion ;  F e l i c i d a d  T. Ogumoro; Joaquin I. Pangel inan;  and Reynaldo 0. Yana. 

The views of t h e s e  cor respondents  f e l l ,  f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  i n t o  one 

of f o u r  g e n e r a l  c a t e g o r i e s .  Many of t h e  c r i t i c i s m s  of t h e  November 14 d r a f t  

have been cured i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  as approved by t h e  Convention on f i n a l  

reading.  Many of those  submi t t ing  comments f o r  example, were concerned over  t h e  

s i z e  and expense of a t h i r t y - n i n e  member l e g i s l a t u r e .  Another correspondent  

w a s  d i s t u r b e d  t h a t  t h e  a r t i c l e  on p e r s o n a l  r i g h t s  inc luded a guarantee  of a 

m i l i t i a .  The United Caro l in i an  Assoc ia t ion  observed t h a t  t h e  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

made no p r o v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of Caro l in i ans  i n  t h e  new Commonwealth 

government. The C o n s t i t u t i o n  a l s o  now p r o t e c t s  t h e  i s l a n d  of Maug. The 

c o n s t i t u t i o n  a s  r e v i s e d  t a k e s  account  of t h e s e  o b j e c t i o n s .  



A few of t h e s e  e leven  l e t t e r s  inc l t ; ,kd  tlje c r i t i c i s m  that tAc language 

of  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  was unc lea r .  One correspondent  voiced  unease over  t h e  

scope  of t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of j u v e n i l e  defendants  i n  c r i m i n a l  cases .  This  

second type  of concern i s  remedied by t h e  sect ion-by-sest im% a n a l y s i s .  

Thi rd ,  some of t h e  comments w e r e  d i r e c t e d  t o  d e c i s i o n s  of p u b l i c  

p o l i c y  reached by t h e  Convention a f t e r  long and pa ins t ak ing  d e l i b e r a t i o n .  

Seve ra l  cor respondents ,  f o r  example, expressed  d i s t a s t e  f o r  t h e  p rov i s ions  on 

t h e  a l i e n a t i o n  of l and .  The s p e c i a l  committee recognizes  t h e  s i n c e r i t y  of 

such views, b u t  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  no u s e f u l  purpose would be served  by r econs ide r ing  

t o p i c s  a l r e a d y  r e so lved  by t h e  Convention. 

Fourth,  a very  few l e t t e r s  urged t h a t  t h e  Convention adopt  p r o v i s i o n s  

t h a t  would b e  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  United S t a t e s .  One 

i n d i v i d u a l  urged t h e  i n c l u s i o n  of language r e q n i r i n g  c e r t a i n  p u b l i c  c f f i c i a l s  

t o  have been born i n  t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s .  The s p e c i a l  committee 

s t r o n g l y  d i s f a v o r s  t h e  adopt ion  of any u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  provis ion .  

The s p e c i a l  c o . m i t t e e  commends each of t h e  e leven  correspondents  f o r  

t a k i n g  t h e  t i m e  t o  assist t h e  Convention i n  i ts  impor tant  work. The c o d t t e e  

welcomes t h e  continued i n t e r e s t  of t h e s e  Marianas r e s i d e n t s  i n  t h e  p rogres s  of 

t h e  Cons t i tu t ion .  
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