CONSTITUTTONAL, CONVENTTON
ol the
NORTHERN MARLANA 1SLANDS

VERBATIM_JOURNAL_(TRANSCR IPT)

Forty-Elghth Day
Saturday, December 4, 1976

(1) The Const ltutional Convention of the Northern Marianna Islands was called to
order at 3:00 p.m.

The Honorable Lorenzo I. Guerrero, President, presided.
(2) A moment of silent prayer was observed.

(3) The Convention Secretary called the roll. There werc 28 Delegates present.
Delegates Vicente Attao, Daniel P. Castro, Jose R. Cruz, Juan DLG. Demapan,
Herman Q. Guerrero, Jose P. Mafnas, Benjamin Manglona, Prudencio Manglona, Pedro
M. Ogo, Leon I. Tailsacan and Manuel A. Tenorio were absent witlhout leave. No
Delegates were excused. A quorum was present.

(4) ADOPTION OF THE JOURNAL - None

(5) COMMUNICATIONS - None

(6) COMMLTTEE REPORTS - None

President Guerrero suspended items 7 through 13 on the Order of Business
and moved to 1tem 14, Announcements. *

(14) ANNOUNCI:MENTS

Secretary Atalig: Tomorrow Is the day sct for the sigoing of the Constitution.
The cercmony will begin at 2:00 p.m. at the Mount Carmel Auditorium. T suggest
that all the Delegates he there at least 30 minutes before the sclieduled time in
order to take thelr places on the stage. Also, nfter the cercmonies, we will have
a reception to be held at the Royal Taga from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. for the Delegates
and staff. This will be a buffet dinner provided by the Office of Transition
Studies and Planning, and Micronesian [nsurance Underwriters will be providing

the drinks. Spouses arc included.

President Cuerrero: I would like to announce that the consultants had completed
the Section-by-Section Analysis of the Constitution and all the Delegates have
been provided a copy. If you have any questions or any further discussion on the
Analysis, we will have the time afforded each Delegate on Monday, December 6th.
Pleasc prepare any quest fons and/or discusslon you would 1lke to make Ln time
before we meet on Monday.

Mr. Willens: I would like to have the Section-by-Section Analysis be adopted by

the Convention, and 1 would prepare a Resolution to that effect at the request of
our Convention President.

Delegate Fitial: I would like to remind the Delegates of the reception tomight
here at the hotel at 6:00 p.m. given by the United Carolinian Association. Spouses
are also included.

Secretary Atallp: | would also ke to Inform the Delegates that at the signing
ceremonies, we will be using only two pens, fountain pens, and no other pens. If

a Delegate wishes to use his own pen, he may, provided that it has black ink and
is a fountain pen.

President Guerrcro: [ would like to urge all the Delegates to be at the signing

ceremony by 1:30 p.m. since the presence of every Delegate is very important. The
attire will be island wear.

Delegate Fitial: T would like to ask the indulgence of the Convention to recognize
the presence of Mr. Chuck Bacchi, Legal Consultant to the Guam Leglslature and also
Steve Kelly from the Pacific Dally News in the gallery.

(Delegates Vicente Attao and Manuel Tenorio entered the Convention Hall).
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Delegate Fitlal: I would Like to know I we the Delegates would be able to ohtaln
a copy of the Conatitut fon after the signing ceremony.

Secretary Atalig: For the alpnlng ceremonfen, we will be signing two originals.
tne will be presented to Resident Commissiouer Canham sufter it 18 signed, and the
other will be taken to the Print Shop for printing. It will be a matter of days
before each Delegate can obtain a copy, but we will definitely be providing each
Delegate a signed copy of the Conatitutioun because on Moaday, we will be signing
here at the Convention Hall the nlgnature page of the Conat {tutfon, while the
Const ltut lon (tself will be at the Print Shop for dupllcation.

Delegate Palacios: I would like to inquire about the pen we are going to use for
the signing ceremonies. 1Is it a special pen that we can't use any other pen?

President Guerrero: We have purchased two pens for the signing ceremonies, and

both are fountain pens. If you have a fountain pen that has black ink, ycu can
use it, but we would like to make it uniform.

Delegate Felipe Atalig:  Who would have access to the pens after the signing of
the Constitution?

President Guerrero: They wlll become the property of the Convention together with
the other objects we have declared as historical objects of the Convention.

Delegiate Maratita: [ am wondering 1f It would be possible to provide each
Delegate with a pen for the signing cercmonies as a souvenir of the Comvention.

Preaident Guerrero: Secretary Atalig, Is that possible, can you check into that

matter later on? Delegate Maratita, your suggest fon is well-taken, and I will
discuss this matter with our Secretary after our session.

Floor Leader Rasa: If there are no further discussions, I move that the Comvention
stand in recess until 1:30 p.m. tomorrow, and to meet at Mount Carmel Auditorium
for the signing ceremonies. At the same time, I would like to make a motiom to

mect in Plenary Seasion here at the Conventlon Hall at 9:00 a.m. Monday, December 6,
1976, for the filnal session,

Motion to recess until 1:30 p.m., December 5th, for the Constitution signing
ceremony at Mount Carmel Auditorium was seconded and carried.

(The Convention will mect in Plenary Session at the Convention Hall at
9:00 a.m. Monday, December 6, 1976, for the final session.)

The Comvention recessed at 3:16 p.m.

APPROVED:

Y e O M‘) . Z .
Latonzo 1. Guervero, President T Pedro M.-hlz]lﬁ— -
Northern Marianas Constitutional Convention Secretary

Convention
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