
CUNSTII'UT IONAL CONVENTION 
o f  t h e  

NDllTHERN MAHIANA 1SI.ANDS 

VI.;I~I\A'I '  I M  JOIIRNAL ('TRANSCHI I8.r) 

14jrty-Nlntl~ Uny 
Sllr~dny, Drcembrr 4 ,  1976 

The o f f  i c  i ; ~ l  s l g n l ~ i g  c r rcmonies  f o r  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention o f  t h e  
Northern Mnrinna I s l a n d s  were c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  2:20 p.m. 

l'llc I lo~r~rn l )  lib I~ ) rc . l~zc~  I . (:ucmrrcro, I'rcf; ldtant, p r c ~ l d c d .  

Tlie Honorable Monsignor Tomas Camacho gave t h e  invoca t ion .  

The Convention S e c r e t a r y  c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l .  There  were 33 D e l e g a t e s  p resen t .  
1)e lcgates  Jose H .  Cruz, Junn 1)1.(;. Dcmnpnn, Ren.l:imln T. h n g l o n a ,  Prudencio  T. 
Mnnglono. Pedro M .  Ogo and Ir?on I. Ta i sacan  were a b s e n t .  No De lega tes  were excused. 

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero  c a l l e d  upon Delegate  Hagdalena Camacho t o  l e a d  t h e  De lega tes  
and g u e s t s  i n  r e c i t i n g  t h e  Preamble t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  Northern Mariana 
Is lancls  a s  fol lows:  

"Wc rl~t! pcop la  o f  t . 1 ~  Nortl~errc Marjnnr~ I s l a n d s ,  g r a t e f u l  t o  Almighty 
Coil f o r  o u r  freed on^, o r d a l n  and c s t n b l i s l l  t h i ~  C o n s t i t u t i o n  as t h e  
emhocl lmcnt o f  o u r  r r :~ r l i t  i n n s  nntl 11ope.r f o r  o u r  (:nmminwealth J.n 
p o l l r l c n l  111llo11 wlrll t l tc Ilnttcd S t n r c ~  o f  Amcrlcn." 

P r e s l d e n t  Guerrero mndc t h e  f o l l o w i n g  remark: 

" l lonnral~lr  I<csl ~ C I I  t (:clnlm.l ssi~111i.r Erwlr~ D. Canham. Honorable Moneignor 
Tom.1~ C:~nvlclm. Ib~norl~l)  l c  I:~:II)~.I : I I . I I  C .  A I ~ I I ,  ot111.r ~ I H L  l r ~ ~ q l n h c d  gueete ,  l a d i e s  
t r t l c l  genLLemc~~: 

"On 1)cllal E of my f c l l a w  De lega tes  t o  t h e  Marianas  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
Convent ion,  through whose c o l l e c t i v e  e f f o r t ,  unders t and ing ,  and f o r e s i g h t ,  we have 
been a b l e  t o  acc:omplish t h c  d i f f i c u l t  t n ~ k  o f  f raming o u r  fundamental law, I 
ex tend  my warnlest 2nd s l n c e r r s t  welcome t o  each  and everyone o f  you t o  w i t n e s s  t h e  
s i g n i n g  o f  t h e  Const i t u t  1011 1) f t h e  C~mmnwea l t l l  o f  t h e  Northern Mariana In lands .  

"This is indeed a solemn and I r l s t o r i c  mment  f o r  a l l  o f  ue.  T h i s  e v e n t f u l  
day marks a g i a n t  s t r i d e  towards f u l l  n t ta inmerl t  o f  o u r  long-cher ished d e s i r e  t o  be  
n p n r t  o f  t h e  p r ) l l t l . cn l  family  o f  t h e  Uni ted S t n t e s  o f  A r r i c a ,  and  s t a y  w i t h i n  h e r .  
p r o t c c t l v e  f o l d s .  

"We, t h e  l e n d e r s  wlwm you d e l e g a t e d  t o  sa feguard  your  f u t u r e ,  economical ly  
and p o l i t i c a l l y .  t oke  p r i d c  I r l  11;lving done o u r  b e s t  t o  frame t h i s  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  a s  
an impor tan t  s t r p  IJI '  lint: Ion-1111 L l r l I n ~ .  Y I I I I ~  tic-lcgntcs, cvcryone o f  us ,  s t r i v e d  t o  
c n s u r c  t h n t  t l ~ c  con : l tL tuLlo~~  WI. ; I r r  :~ l )out  t o  s l g n  today, t r u l y  r e p r e s e n t s  your  
a s p i r n t i o n s  and i d e a l s ,  t h a t  I t  t r u l y  e x p r e s s e s  your  ideau  and  t h o u g h t s  o n  what 
your  f u t u r e  government shouLd be.  

"We f e c l  very confi.di.11t t h a t  tliis constitution w i l l  r e f l e c t  t o  t h e  b e s t  
. I n t r r r s t  of o u r  pcopl~..  d t ~ l  y I:I~II!I Lclc*rc.d c~lldcr I:IIC IIRIIIC p r l n c  l p l e e  o f  d e m c r a c y  
t h a t  o u r  government s1lou.d be o f .  f o r ,  and by t h e  people,  and t h a t  l e g i s l a t i o n s  a r e  
enac ted  n o t  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  a few, b u t  f o r  t h e  g r e a t e s t  good o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
number. 

"Thank you. S i  Yuus Manse." 

P r e s i d e n t  Cuer re ro  also r e c i t e d  his remark i n  C h a m r r o  language.  

'I'hc Bonor :~ l~ lc  Iqrwln I). (:nnl~:trn, I<c.s l t lcnt (:omnlsr; l one r  f o r  t h e  (:overnmcnt o f  t h e  
Nort l i r rn  Mnr:l;~~~:lrc m r ~ t l c  t l ~ c  lo  l low 111g rcarr~rk: 

"Flnnslgnor Cnnuchn, Mr. Pccwldcnt Cucrrero. Delefiate M g d a l e n a  Cerm~ho ,  
o t h e r  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  De lega tes ,  eminent v i s i t o r s ,  l a d i e s  and gentlemen: 

"Now wc come t o  n low-nwnl tcd  moment; n nument o f  formal  accomplishment,  



On bclrulf 11 f t h e  Convcn C 1o11, Prcu I ticnt C u r r r c r o  ~ ~ r e s r r ~ t ~ d  ~ i ~ e  ~ i g n c d  
Conet i t u t  lot) t 1 1  K r t ~ l d r n t  rnam 1 s t ~  l one r  Cnnllam. M r .  Cnllllnrn a c p - p t ~ d  t i le  s i g n e d  
C o t m t l t u t i o n .  

The Commorlweal th song  "CI T a l n  GI tlnlom 'i'asc" was l e d  I I ~  t l u ?  Lslandcrcl 
s i n g i n g  group. 

Tllc b e n e d l c t  Ion u n s  givrll  Iry b l r ~ n w l ~ n o r  Cnmncho. 

There  be l ng  tlo iln~louncc?.rn-nts, t h e  ( i ~ n v e n t  lo l l ' s  o f f  i c  l a 1  sl gn ing  ceremonl e e  
were r e c e s s e d  a t  3:00 p.m., t n  reconvene a t  10:OO a.m., t h e  f o l l o v i n g  day f o r  a 
r e g u l n r  s e s s i o n .  
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