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M r .  P r e s i d e n t  and  f e l l o w  d e l g a t e s :  

On b e h a l f  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  T i n i a n ,  t h e  
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~ ' i g i a n '  ~ & l e ~ a t i & n  and  

I, :, 
m y s e l f ,  I w i s h  t o  t a k e - t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  o n ' * t h e  l a s t  day  o f  o u r  

C o n v e n t i o n  t o  s a y  a  few words  r e g a r d i n g  o u r  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  , 

When w e  g a t h e r e d  h e r e  on t h e  f i r s t  d a y  o f  o u r  C o n v e n t i o n , , , I  w a s :  
, , , 

0 

e n t h u s i a s t i c  t o  b e g i n  o u r  t a s k .  I was o p t i m i s t i c  t h a t  o u r  e f f o r t s  
b 

would  p r o d u c e  a  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  My e n t h u s i a s m  and  o p t i m i s m ,  however ,  

were l i m i t e d  by c o n c e r n  t h a t  ve would b e  u n a b l e  t o  compromise  o u r  

d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  a n  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  good w i l l .  

My o p t i m i s i s m  was j u s t i f i e d .  We h a v e  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  mos t  - 
d i f f i c u l t  t a s k  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a  T s l a n d s .  , 

I.' 

Our C o n s t i t u t i o n  w i l l  b e n e f i t  t h e  M a r i a n a s  p e o p l e ,  howeve r ,  o n l y  i f  

i t  g a i n s  t h e t r  a p p r o v a l  a n d ,  l a t e r ,  t h e i r  l o y a l t y .  - 

I f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  s h o u l d  p r o d u c e  a n y  d i s c o n t e n t m e n t  among o u r  
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p e o p l e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  t h e n  I p r a y  t h a t  f u r t h e r  g e n e r a t i o n s  w i l l  remedy - . - . . , . . .. . 

t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  d i s c b n t e n t m e n t .  T h i s  g e f i e r a t i o n  h a s  done  i t s  b e s t '  

t o  d r a f t  a  document  f r e e  o f  m a j o r  d e f e c t s .  

M r .  P r e s i d e n t  and  f e l l o w  d e l e g a t e s ,  from,:, t h e  b e g i n n i n g  t o  t h e  

end  o f  o u r  c o n v e n t i o n  t o d a y ,  wheneve r  o u r  P r e s i d e n t  c a l l e d  on u s  
* .. 

t o  r i se  f o r  a  moment o,f p r a y e r ,  I r e c i t e d  t h e s e  words  c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y  

a n d  d e v o t e d l y :  . . 
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"Oh Holy  S p i r i t ,  w e  a s k  Thy Goodness  a n d  m o s t  g r a c i o u s  g u i d a n c e  

t o  come i n t o  o u r  m i n d s  a n d  h e a r t s  a n d  h e l p  u s  t o  t h i n k . i n t e l 1 e g e n t l y  
L. . . . \ -  , . - .  . I . .  

a n d  e q u i t a b l y  on  i s a u e s  for :  o u r  . C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  d e l i b e r a t e  and h i - s c u s s  
+ ' r  

them ' t h o r o u g h l y  a n d .  a d e q u a t e l y  a n d  . d e c i d e .  upon .th'em p r o p e r l y  f o r ,  

t h e  good o f  o u r  p e o p l e  a n d  o u r  i s l a n d s  i n  t h e  N o r t h e r n  ~ a r i a n a s . "  
.' .#, . .. 

M r .  P r e s i d e n t , . I . k n o w  f o r  a . f a c t  t h a t  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  weLhaVe 
r P 

j u s t  a d o p t e d  ..is n o t  p e r f e c t ,  b u t  ' I .  d o  know t h a t  i t  i s  a w o r t h y  

document  t h a t  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  , u n d e r e s t i m a t e d  by a n  i n d i v i d u a l ,  L e t  

h i s t o r y  a l o n e  b e  t h e  f i n a l  j u d g m e n t  o f  o u r  s n c c e ' s s .  

L a s t l y ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  f e l l o w  d e l e g a t e ? ,  I would  l i k &  t o  

e x p r e s s  o u r  m o s t  h e a r t f e l t  g r a t i t u d e  and  s i n c e r e s t  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  

a z l  t h e  k i n d n e s s e s  e x t e n d e d  t o  u s  d u r i n g  o u r  50 d a y s  h e r e  on  S a i p a n .  

Thank you  a g a i n  a n d  S i  Yuss  Maase  t o  o n e  a n d  a l l .  



CHANGES FOR STYLE, . 
CONSISTENCY AND CLARITY 

RECOMMENDED THE CONSULTANTS 

ARTICLE X I I I :  EMINENT DOMAIN 

Section 1: Eminent Domain Power. f ie Commonwealth may exerc ise  

t h e  power of eminent domain a s  provided by law t o  acquire  p r i v a t e  property 
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necessary f o r  t h e  accomplishment of a publ ic  purpose. 

I 
Section 2: Limitat ions.  P r i v a t e  property may n o t  bk taken without 

j u s t  compensation. P r iva te  land may be taken only i f  no s u i t a b l e  pub l ic  

land is  ava i l ab le  f o r  t h e  accomplishment .of the  publ ic  purpose. 

Section 3: S t a t u t e s  of ~ i m i t a t i o n s .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  may. s h a l l  s tudy 

whether t o  repea l  any stat;; of l i m i t a t i o n  current ly ,  i i i  force:iii - .  t+he . Common- 

wealth wi th  respect  t o  land i n  order  f o r  t h e  Commonwealth t o  provide 

c'ompensation f o r  pas t  t ransact ions .  Such compensation- t o  be provided by 
, . i , , > r  - 

t h e  Connnonwealth s h a l l  be irk p r i o r i t y  with respect  t o  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of 

pub l i c  lands  but  s h a l l  no t  a f f e c t  any r i g h t  i n  property t h a t  ves ted  pursuant 
. , I  

t o  t h e  repealed s t a t u e  of  l imi ta t ions .  


