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FOREWORD

The Northern Mariana Islands Constitutional Convention was held in Saipan,
Marisna Islands, commencing on October 18, 1976 and adjourning sine die
on December 6, 1976. The Convention consisted of thirty-nine delegates
from Saipan, Rota, Tinian and the Northern 1slands.

As created by District Law No. 4-205 enacted by the Fourth Northern Mariana
Islands Legislature and approved by Erwin D. Canham, Resident Commissioner,
on August 18, 1976, the Convention received its funding from the Fourth
Northern Mariana Islands Leg® " “turc and from the U.S. Congress through the
Office of Transition Studies and Planning.

The following pages represent the documentation of the official records and
activities of the Northern Mariana Islands Constitutional Convention, compiled
in a two-volume Journal.

Volume T starts with a signed copy of the Constitutinn for the Northern
Mariana Islunds as it was approved by the Convention on December 5, 1976.
Also contained in this volume are listings of the Convention officers,
delegates, committee membership, as well as the Convention staff by names
and titles. Recorded on papges 1 thrauph 336 are the verbatim mimites of
the daily proceedings of the Convention's Plenary Sessions, Also ccntained
in this volume are miscellaneous communications.

Volume IT contains the committee reports and proposals from the Convention
delegates. Also, included in this volume are the Convention's official rules
of procedure, cnabling lepislation (District Law 4-205); and resolutions
adopted by the Comvention.

This Convention Journal is dedicated to the people of the Northern Mariana
Islands and to the future Government of the Commonwealth of the Constitution

for the Northern Mariana Islands adopted by the Northern Mariana Islands
Constitutional Convention.

June 1977

el me
Pedro M. Atalig
Convention Secrctary
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Preamble

> MWe the people
of e
Northern Mariana Islands,
grateful o Almighty God
for our freedom,
ordain and establisly
this Qonstitution
as the cmbodiment
of our traditions and Qopes

for o Qommonfoealt()
in political union Witly the
Pnited States of America.

vii




ARTICLYE L: PERSONAL RIGHTS

Section 1: Laws Prohibited. No law shall be
made that is a hill of attainder, an éx post facto law,
a law impairing the obligalion of contracts, or a law
prohibiting the traditional art of healing.

Section 2: Freedom of Religion, Speecch,
Press and Assembly. No law shall be made respecting
an establishment of veligion, or prohibiting the frece
exercise thereof, or abridging the freedom of speech,
or of the press, or the right of the people pcaceably
to assemble and to petition the government for a redress
of grievances.

Section 3: Search and Scizure. The right of
the pcople to be secure in their persons, houscs, papers
and belongings against unreasonable searches and ceizurcs
shall not be violated.

a) No warrants shall issue except upon
probable cause supported by oath or affirmation and
particularly describing the place to be searched and
the persons or things to be seized.

b) Ho wirectapping, electronic ecaves-
dropping or other comparable means of surveillance shall
be used except pursuant to a warrant. .

c) A person adversely affected by an
illegal search or seizure has a cause of action against
the government within limits provided by law.

criminal prosccutions ¢eriain fundamental rights shall
obtain.

Section 4: Criminal Prosccutions. 1n all
{

a) The accused has the right to assist-
ance of counsel and, it convicted, has the right to
counsel in all appeals.

b) The accused has the right to be
confronted with adverse witnesses and to have compulsory
process for obtaining favorable witnesses.

¢) No person shall be compelled to give
self-incriminating testimony.

d) There shall be a speedy and public
trial.

¢) No person shall be put twice in
jeopardy for the same offense-regardless of the govern-
mental entity that first institutes prosecution.

f) Excessive bail shall not be required.

g) Excessive fines shall not be imposed.

h) Cruel and unusual punishment shall
not be inflicted.
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i)  Capital punichment is paohibited.

j) 'ersons who are under cighteen years
of age shall be protected in criminal judicial proceedings
and in conditions of imprisonment.

Secltion 5@ Due Procoes 5. Ho person shall be
deprived ot lite, liborty or pxopoLLy without due process
of law.

Section 6: Equal Protection. No person shall
be Acnied the cqual protection of the laws. Ho person
shall be denied the enjoyment of civil rights or be
discriminated against in the exercise thercof on account
of race, color, religion, ancestry or sex.

Section 7: Quartering Soldicers.  No soldier
in time of peace may be guartered in any house without
the consent of the owner, nor in Lime of war cxcept as
provided by law.

Scction 8: Trial by Jury. The legislature
may provide lor trial by jury in criminal or civil cases.

Section 9: Clean and Healthful Enviionment.
Each person has’ the right to a clean and healthful public
environment.

Section 10: Privacy. The right of individual
privacy shall not be infringed cxcept upon a showing of
compelling interest.

ARTICLE II: LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

Section 1: lLegislative Power. 'The legislative
power of the Commonwcalth shall extend to all rightful
subjects of legislation and shall be vested in a Northern
Marianas Commonwealth legislature compoued of a senate

and a house of representatives.
Section 2: Composition of the Senate.

a) The senate shall consist of nine mem-
bers with thhece members elected at large from cach of
three senatorial districts. The f{irst scnatorial district
shall consist of Rota, the second senatorial district
shall consist of Tinian and Aguiguan, and the third
senatorial district shall consist of Saipan and the
islands novrth ol it.  ‘rhe senate shall be incrcased to
twelve members and thiee members shall he elected at
large from a fourth scenatorial district consisting of
the islands north of Saipan at the first reqular genreral
election after the population of these islands exceeds
one thousand¢ persons,

b) The term of office for secnalor shall
be four years cxcept that the candidate receiving the
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third highest number of votes in the first election in
each senatorial district shall serve a term of two
years.

¢) M scnator shall be gqualified to vote
in the Commonwealth, at least twenty-five years of age,
and a resident and domiciliary of the Commonwealth for
at least five years immcdiately preceding the date on
which the senator takes office. A longer residency and
domicile requirement may be provided by law.

Section 3: Composition of the House of
Rep.esentatives.

a) The house of representatives shall
consist of fourteen members with twelve members elected
from Saipan and the islands north of it, one member
elected from Rota and onc member elected from Tinian
and Aguiguan. The number of representatives may be
increcased by law to not more than twenty. 7The term of
office for representative shall be two years.

b) For purposcs of electing representa-
tives Rota shall constitute one district, Tinian and
Aguiguan shall constitute one district, and Saipan and
the islands north of it s5hall constitute six districts.
The legislature may change the number and boundaries of
these districts only pursuant to its duties under sec-
tion 4 of this article. When the population of the
islands north of Saipan cquals or excceds the number of
persons represented by any member of the house of repre-
sentatives these islands shall constitute a separate
district electing one representative.

c) A representative shall be qualified
to vote in the Commonwealth, at least twenty-one years
of age, and a resident and domiciliary of the Common-
wealth for at least three years immediately preceding
the date on which the representative takes office. A
longer residency and domicile requirement may be
provided by law.

Section 4: Reapportionment and Redistricting.

a) At leant every ten years and within
one hundred twenty days following publication of the
results of a decennial census, the legislature shall
reapportion the scats in the house of representatives
or revise the districts for electing representatives
as required by changes in Commonwecalth population or by
law. A reapportionment or redistricting plan shall pro-
vide for contiguous and compact districts and {or repre-
sentation by each member of the ‘house of representatives
of approximately the same number of residents to the
extent permitted by the scparate islands and the distri-
bution of population in the Commonwealth.

b) If the legislature fails to act
pursuant to section 4(a), the governor shall promulgate
a reapportionment or redistricting plan within one
hundred twenty days after the expiration of the time
for the legislature to act. The governor's plan shall
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be published in the <ame manner a5 an act of the legis-
lature and upon publication <hall have the torce of law.
Upon the petition of any person qualified to vote, the
Commonwealth appeals court or the United States District
Court if no Commonwecalth appceals court has been created
under section 3 of article 1V has original and exclu-
sive jurisdiction to review a plan and to amend it to
comply with the requirements of this Constitution or to
establish a plan if the governor has failed to act within
the time provided.

r

section 5S¢ Fnactment of Legigslation.

a) Appropriation and revenue bills may
be introduced only in the house of representatives.
Other bills may be introduced in cither house of the
legislature,

b) A bill shall be confined to one sub-
ject except bills for appropriations or bills for the
codification, revision or rearrangement of existing
laws. Appropriation bills shall be limited to the sub-
ject of appropriations. Leyislative compliance with
this subsection is a constitutional responsibility not
subject to judicial review.

c) The legislature may not cnact a law
except by bill and no bill may be enacted without the
approval of at least a majority of the votes cast in
each house of the legislature.

Section 6: Local laws. Laws that relate
exclusively to local matters within one senatorial dis-
trict may be enacted by the legislature or by the
affirmative vote of a majority of the members representing
that disitrict. The legislature shall define the local
matters that may be the subject of laws enacted by the
members from the respective scenatorial districts, laws
enacted through initiative by the voters of a senatorial
district under article IX, section 1, regulations pro-
mulgated by a mayor under article V1, section 3(e), or
local ordinances adopted by agencics of local yovern-

ment established under article V1, scction 6(b).

Section 7: Action on Legislation by the

a) Bvery bill cnacted shall be signed by
the presiding officer of the house in which the bill
originated and tranamitted to the governor. 1f the
governor signs the bill, it shall become law. If the
governor vetoes the bill, it chall be returned to the
presiding of ficer of cach house of the legislature with
a statement of the reasons for the veto. The governor
may veto an item or scction in an appropriation bill
and sign the remainder of the bill.

b) The governor shall have twenty days
in which to consider appropriation bills and forty days
in which to consider other bills. 1If the governor fails
either to sign or veto a bill within the applicable
period, it shall become law.
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c) A bill or item of a bill vrtoed by
the governor may be reconsidered by the leqgislature.
I{ two-thirds of the wembers in cach houte vote upon
reconsideration to pass the bill or item, it shall
become law.

Scection 8: Impeachment. The leyislature
may impeach those exc¢céutive and Judicial officers of
the Commonwealth subject to impeachment under this
Constitution. The house of representatives may initiate
impeachment proceedings by the affirmative vote of two-
thirds of its members and the senate may convict aftec
hearing by the affirmative vote of two-thirds of its
mMeMGers.

Section 9: Vacancy. A vacancy in the legis-
lature shall be filled by special election if one-half
or more of the term remains. If less than one-half of
the term remains, the governor shall fill the vacancy
by appointing the unsuccessful candidate for the office
in the last election who received the largest number of
votes and is willing to serve or, if{ no candidate is
available, a person qualificd for the office from the
district represented,

Section 10: Compensation. The members of
the legislature shall receive an annual' salary of eight
thousand dollars and rerasonable allowances for expenses
provided by law. The salary of members may be changed
no more than once every four ycars and only upon the
recommendation of an advisory commission established by
law to make recommendations concerning the compensation
of Commonwealth executive, legislative and judicial
officers. No change in the salary may be made that
exceeds the percentage change in an accepted composite
price index for the period since the last change. An
increase in salary may not apply to the legislature that
enacted it.

Scction 11: oOther Government Employment. A

member of the legislature may not sérve in any other
Commonwealth government position including an independent
board, agency, authority or commission established by
this Constitution or by Commonweralth Jaw.

Section 12: Immunity. A member of the legis-
lature may not be questioned in any other place for any
written or oral statement in the legislature and a mem-
ber of the legislature may not be subject to arrest while
going to or coming from a meeting of the leginlature
except for commission of trcason, a felony or breach of
the peace.

Section 13: Sessions. The legislature shall
meet for organizational purposes on the second Monday

of Januvary in the year following the regular general

election at which membe:rs of the legislature are elected

and shall be a continuons body for the two years between

these organizational mentings. Each house shall meet in
regular sessions as provided by its rules of procedure -
and may be convened at other times by its presiding

officer or by the governor. When meeting pursuant .to a
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call by the ygyovernor, the legislature shall consider
only those subjects described in the call.

Scection Y4: Orvganization and rocedures.,

a) FEach house of the legislature shall
be the final judge of the election and qualificiations
of its members and the legislature may vest in the
courts the jurisdiction {o determine contested elections
of members. Each house may compel the attendance of
absent members, discipline its members, expel a member
for commission of trcason, a felony, breach of the peace, 1
or violation of the rules of that house. i

b)  FEach house of the legislature shall
choose its presiding officer from among its members, : -
establish the committees necessary for the conduct of
its business, and promulgate ruies of procedure. Fach
house may cowpel the attendance and Lestimony of wit-
nesses and the production of books and papers before the
house or its committces. The legislature shall keep a
journal of its proccedings that shall be published from
day to day.

c)  The mectings ol the legislature and
its committees shall be public except that cach house
of the legislature or a legislative committee may mecet
in executive session if authorized by the 'affirmative
vote of two-thirds of the mecmbers of the house. Final
action on any legislative matter may not be taken in
executive session,

Section 15: Conduct of Mcmbers. A member of
the legislature who has a financial or personal interest
in a bill before the legislature shall disclose that
interest and may not vote on the bill. The legislature
shall enact a comprchensive code of conduct for its mem- »
bers that includes a definition of proper conduct for 1
members with conflicts of interest and a definition of '

the proper scope of debate 1n the legislature,
ARTICLE 1L EXECUTEVE BRANCTH
Section 1: Fxecutive Power. 'The executive

power of the Commonwcalth shall be vested in a governor
who shall be responsible for the faithful exccution of
the laws.

Section 2: Oualifications of the Governor.

The governor shall be qualified to vole in the Common-

wealth, at least thirly years of age, and a resident and

domiciliary of the Commonwealth for at least seven years

immediately preceding the date on which the governor

takes office. A different period of residence and domi- .
cile may be provided by law. No person convicted of a

felony in the Commonwealth or in any area under the juris-

diction of the United States may be eligible for this

office unless a full pardon has been granted.
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ecetion 3:  Licutenant Governor. ‘The lieu-

tenant governor shall have the same qualifications as

required for the office of governor and shall perform

those duties specificd in this article and those assigned

by the qovernor or provided by law, Whenever the office

ol lieutenant governor is vacant, the governor shall

appoint a successor with the advice and consent of the

secnate. =

Section 4: Joint Election of the Governor

and Lieuvtenant Governor. The governor and lieutenant
governor shall be elected at large within the Common-
wealth for a term of office of four years. The governor
and lieutenant governor shall be elected jointly with
each voter casting a single vote applicable to both
offices., No person may be elected governor more than

three times.

Section 5: Compensation. The governor shalil
receive an annual salary of twenty thousand dollars and
the licutenant governor an annual salary of eighteen
thousand dollars. Both shall receive rcasonable allow-

ances for expenses provided by law. Upon the recommen-
dation of the advisory commission on compensation
provided for by article 11, section 10, the lcgislature
may change the salary of the governor or licutenant
governor. Neither salary may be changed during a term of
office.

Section_6: Other Government Employment. The
governor or licutcnant goJEfn557May not serve in another
Commonwealth position or receive compensation for per-
formance of official duties or from any governmental body
except as provided by section 5. The legislature shall
enact a code of conduct for the governor, liecutenant
governor and heads of ecxecutive departments that includes
a requirement of disclosure of financial or personal
interests sufficient to prevent conflicts of interest in
the performance of official duties.

Section_7: Succession tpAthe_Governorthg
In case of the removal, death or resignation of the
governor, the ]\eutenant governor shall become governor.
If the offices of goveinor and lieutenant governor are
both vacant, the president of the senate shall become
actling governor., An acting governor who assumes office
when wore than one year remains in the term may serve
only until a governor is chosen in a special election
provided by law.

Section 8: Absence or Disability of the
Governor.

a) When the governor is physically
absent from the Commonwealth, the lieutenant governor
shall be acting governor. If the lieutenant governor
is also absent or is otherwise unavailable, the presiding
officer of the scenate shall be acting governor.

b) When the governor is unable to - i

discharge the duties of the office by reason of physical
or mental disability, the lieutenant governor shall be

xiv




acting governor. If the licutenant governor is unavail-
ablae, the presiding officer of the senate shall be acting
governor. If the person next in succession Lo the governor
has reason to believe that the governor is unable to dis-
charge the duties of the office, that person shall file

a petition to declare a vacancy with the Commonwealth
appeals court or the United States District Court if no
Commonwealth appeals court has been created under arti-
cle IV, section 3. The court has original and exclusive
jurisdiction to determine all questions regarding the
disability of the governor and the existence of a

vacancy in the office of govoernor.

Section 9: Executive Functions.

a) The governor shall submit to the
legislature a proposed annual budget for the following
fiscal year. The proposed budget shall describe antici-
pated revenues of the Commonwealth and recommend
expenditures of Commonwealth funds. 1In preparing the
proposed budget, the governor shall consider submissions
made by the mayors of Rota, Saipan, Tinian and Aguiguan,
and the islands north of Saipan as to the hbudgetary nceds
of those islands and by the exccutive assistant appointed
under section 18 of this article. The governor's submission
to the legislature with respect to the budget shall state
the governor's disposition of the budgetary requests
contained in thesec submissions and may include recom-
mended legislation with respect to taxation. If a budget
is approved by the legislature, the governor may not
reallocate appropriated funds except:as provided by law.
If a budget is not approved before the first day of the
fiscal year, appropriations for government operations
and obligations shall be at the level for the previous
fiscal year.

b) The governor shall report at least
annually to the legislature regarding the affairs of the
Commonwealth and new measures that are necessary or
desirable.

c) The governor shall have the power to
grant vrepriecves, comnutations and pardons after conviction
for offenses after consultation with a board of parole to
be established by law. This power shall not apply to
impeachment.

Section 10: Fmergency Powers. The governor
may declare a state of cmergency in the 'case of invasion,
civil disturbance, natural disaster or other calamity
and may mobilize available resources to respond to that
emergaency.

Section_11l: Attorney General. The governor

shall appoint an attorney general with the advice and
consent of the scnate. The attorney general shall be
responsible for providing legal advice to the governor
and excecutive departments, representing the Commonwealth
in all legal matters, and prosecuting violations of
Commonwealth law.

Soctlon 12: Public Auditor. The governor

shall appoint a public auditor with the advice and con-
sent of each house of the legislature. The public

xv
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auditor shall audit the receipt, possession and disburse-
ment of public funds by the executive, legislative and
judicial branches of the government, an instrumentality
of the Commonwealth or an agency of local government and
shall perform other duties provided by law. The public
aunditor shall report to the Jegislature and the governor
at least once every year and this report shall be made
public promptly. The public auditor may be removed only
for cause and by the affirmative vote of two-thirds of
the members of each house of the legislature. In the
cvent that there is a vacancy in the office of public
auditor, the vresiding officer of the scnate shall
appint a temporary public auditor to serve until the
vacancy is filled.

Section 13: Department of Fducation. The
legislature shall establish a department of education
that shall be headed by a superintendent of education
appointed by a representative board of education. The
governor shall appoint the members of the board of
cducation for a torm of four yecars with the advice and
consent of the senate. The board of education shall
formulate policy and exercise control over the public
school system through the superintendent. The compo-
sition of the board of education and other matters per-
taining to its operations and duties shall be provided
by law.

Section 14: Heads of Executive Departments.
Each principal department shall be under the supervision
of the governor and, unless otherwise provided by law,
shall be headed by a single executive. The governor
shall appoint the heads of executive departments with
the advice and consent of the senate. The governor may
remove the heads of executive departments. The governor
may at any time require information in writing or other-
wise from the head of any administrative department,
office or agency of the Commonwealth.

Section 15: Executive @ggnchmpgpqrtments.
Executive branch offjces, agencies and instrumentalities
of the Commonwealth government and their respective
functions and duties shall be allocated by law among and
within not more than fifteen principal departments so as
to group them so far as practicable according to major
purposes. Regulatory, quasi-judicial and temporary
agencies need not be a part of a principal department.
The functions and duties of the principal departments
and of other agencies of the Commonwealth shall be
provided by law. The legislature may reallocate offices,
agencies and instrumentalities among the principal depart-
ments and may change their functions and duties. The
governor may make changes in the allocation of offices,
agencies and instrumentalities and in their functions and
duties that are nececssary for efficient administration.
1f these changes affcect existing law, they shall be set
forth in executive orders which shall be submmitted to
the legislature and shall become effective sixty days
after submission, unless specifically modified or dis-
approved by a majority of the members of each house of
the legislature.
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Section 16: Civil Service. The legislature

shall provide for a nGn-partisan and independent civil
service commission with the duty to c¢stablish and
administer personnel policies for the Commonwealth
government., The commission's authority shall extend to
positions other than those filled by election or by
appointment of the governor in the departments and
agencies of the executive branch and in the administra-
tive staffs of the legislative and judicial branches.
Appointment and promotion within the civil service
shall be based on merit and fitness demonstrated by
examination or by other evidence of competence.

Section 17: Public Services.

a) The governor may delegate to a mayor
elected under the provisions of article VI, section 2,
responsibility for the execution of Commonwcalth laws
and the administration of public services in the island
or islands in which the mayor has been elected. Services
being provided on a decentralized basis in Rota and
Tinian on the effective date of this Constitution shall
continue to be provided on this basis unless the governor
personally certifies after public hearing on the island
involved that such decentralization is inconsistent with
the efficient and economical delivery of services.

b) Public services on Rota and Tinian
shall be supervised by a resident department head in
the departments providing the services appointed by the
head of the executive branch department with the advice
and consent of the majority of the mcmbers of the legis-
lature from the senatorial district in which the resident
department head shall serve. These arrangements shall
apply to the islands north of Saipan when the population
of these islands exceeds one thousand persons.

c) Public services shall be provided cn
an equitable basis to the citizens of the Commonwealth.
The legislature may require that these services be
provided through decentralized administrative arrange-
ments. The governor shall make any noecessary recommen-—
dations to the legislature in order to accomplish this
objective.

Section 18: Executive Assistant for Carolinian

Affairs.

a) ‘fhe governor shall appoint an execu-
tive assistant for Carolinian affairs who is acceptable
to the Carolinian community within the Commonwealth.

b) ‘The executive assistant shall be a
member of the governor's council created under article VI,
section 5, and shall advise the governor on matters
affecting persons of Carolinian descent within the
Commonwealth.,

c) The executive assistant shall review
the application of government policies to and the avail-
ability and quality of government services for persons
of Carolinian descent and may report findings or recom-
mendations on these matters to the governor.




d) The exccutive assistant may investi-
gate complaints and conduct public hearings regarding
matters affecting persons of Carolinian descent. The
executive assistant may report findings or recommenda-
tions on these matters to the governor.

e) The executive assistant may recommend
items for inclusion in the proposed annual budget, review
the budget before its submission by the governor to the
legislature, and rccommend amendiments to the budget
relating to matters atfecting persons of Carolinian
descent.

. f) The executive assistant may at any
time require information in writing or otherwise with
respect to matters affecting persons of Carolinian
descent from the officers of any administrative depart-
ment, office or agency of the Commonwealth.

provided in article II, section 8, of this Constitution
for treason, commission of a felony, corruption or
neglect of duty.

ARTICIE IV: JUDICIAL BRANCH

Section 1l: Judicial Power. The judicial power
of the Commonwealth shall be vested in a judiciary of the
Northern Mariana Islands which shall include those trial
and appeals courts established by the legislature under
this article.

Section 2: Commonwealth Trial Court. The
legislature shall establish a Commonwealth trial ‘court.
This court has original jurisdiction over actions involving
land in the Commonwcalth and other civil actions except
those in which the value of the matter in controversy
exceeds five thousand dollars. The court also has original
jurisdiction over criminal actions except those in which
the defendant, if convicted, may be fined an amount that
exceeds five thousand dollars or imprisoned for a term

that excceds five ycars. For at least five years after

the establishment of the court, actions involving land
shall be considered by a special division of the court.

At least one full-time judge of the court shall be assigned
to Rota and at least one full-time judge of the court shall
be assigned to Tinian., The legislature may vest additional

civil and criminal jurisdiction in the court after this
Constitution has been in effect for at least five years
or at an carlier date i f no United States District Court
for the Northern Mariana Jslands is available under
article 1V, section 402(b), of the Covenant to exercise
jurisdiction over causes not vested in the Commonwealth
trial court.

Section 3: Commonwealth Appecals Court. The

legislature may establish a Commonwealth appeals court
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to hear those appeals from judgments and orders of the
Commonwealth trial court as are required or permitted by
law after this Constitution has been in effect for at
least five ycars or at an earlier date if no United States
District Court for the Northern Mariana Islands is avail-

able under article 1V, section 402(c), of the Covenant to
hear these appeals.

Section 4: _APL)lanvnt and Qualifications

The governor shall appoint judges of the Cdmmonwcalth
courts with the advice and consent of the scnate. The
term of office shall be six years and may be increased
by law to not more than twelve yecars for judges who
have served at least one term. A judge shall be at
least thirty years of ‘age, a citizen or national of

the United States and possess other qualifications
provided by law.

Section 5: Compensation. The compensation
of judges shall be provided by law. The salary of a
judge may not be decreased during a term of office.

Section 6: Sanctions. Judges are subject to
impeachment as provided in article 1I, section 8, of
this Constitution for treason, commission of a felony,
corruption or neglect of duty. The lcgislature shall
establish an advisory commission on the judiciary whose
members include lawyers and representatives of "the
public. Upon recommendation of the advisory commission,
the governor may remove, suspend or otherwise sanction
a judge for illegal or improper gonduct.

Section 7: Limitations on Activities of
Judges. A full-time judge may not hold another com-
pensated government position or engage in the practice
of law. A judge may not make a direct or indirect
financial contribution to a political organization or
candidate, hold an executive office in a political
organization, participate in a political campaign, or
become a candidate for elective public office without
resigning judicial office at least six months before
becoming a candidate.

Section 8: Rule-making Power. ‘The judiciary
of the Commonwealth may propose rules governing civil
and criminal procedure, judicial ethics, admission to
and governance of the bar of the Commonwealth, and other
matters of judicial administration. A proposed rule
shall be submitted promptly to the legislature and shall
become effective sixty days after submission unless dis-
approved by a majority of the members of either house of
the legislature. Until rules are established under this
section, the rules of the High Court of the Trust Terri-

tory of the Pacific Islands shall apply in the Common-
wealth courts.




ARTICLE V: REPRESENTATION IN THE UN(TED S$TATES

Section 1: Representative to the United States.
A representative to the United States shall be elocted Uo
represent the Commonwealth in the UniLed States and to
perform those related duties provided by law. The
governor shall provide a certification of selection
promptly to the United States Department of State and
to the representative.

Section 2: Term of Office. The term of office
of the representative shall be two years unless it is
increased to no more than four years by initiative under
article IX, section 1.

Section 3: Qualifications. The representa-
tive shall be gualified to vote in the Commonwealth,
a citizen of the United States, at least twenty-five
years of age, and a resident and domiciliary of the
Commonwecalth for at least seven yecars immediately pre-
ceding the date on which the representative takes
office. A diffcrent period of residence and domicile
may be provided by law. No person convicted of a felony
in the Commonwealth or in any arca under the jurisdiction
of the United States may be eligible for this office
unless a full pardon has been granted.

Section 4: Annual Report. The representative
shall submit a written report by the second Monday of
January of cach year to the governor and legislature on
the representative's official activities during the pre-
ceding year and matters requiring the attention of the
government or people of the Commonwealth.

Section 5: Compensation. The representative
shall receive an annual salary and reasonable allowance
for expenses provided by law. The salary may not be

changed during a term of office.

Section _6:. Vacanc In the ecvent of a vacancy
in the otfice of repruuentatxve to the United States,
the governor shall appoint a successor with the advice
and consent of the legislature. ;

Section 7: Impeachment. The represcntative
is subject to impeachwmcnt as provided in article TI,
scection 8, of this Constitution for tLreason, commission

of a felony, corruption or neglect of duty.

ARTICLE VI: LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Section 1: l.ocal Government. Ag:ncies of

local government shall be established as provxdcd by
this article.

B

Section 2: FElection of Mayor. The qualified

voters from Rota, Saipan, Tinian and Aquiguan, and the
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islands north of Saipan shall elect a mayor for each
island or group of islands.

a) A mayor shall be qualified to vote in
the Commonwealth, at least twenty-five years of age, a
resident and domiciliary of the Commonwealth for at
least three years immediately preceding the date on which
the mayor takes office, and shall mecet other gualifica-
tions provided by law. No person convicted of a felony
in the Commonwealth or in an area under the jurisdiction
of the United States may be eligible for this office
unless a full pardon has been granted.

b) A mayor shall be elected at a regular
general election for a term of office of four years. A
vacancy in the office of mayor shall be filled by
special election if one-half or more of the term remains
and otherwise as provided by law.

Section 3: Responsibilities of Mayor.

a) A mayor shall serve on the governor's
council established under section 5 of this article.

b) A mayor shall review the government
services and appropriations provided by law for the
island or islands served by the mayor and shall submit to
the governor findings or recommendations relating to
these services or appropriations.

c) A mayor may investigate complaints
and conduct public hearings with respect 'to local matters
and may submit findings or reccommendations to the
governor.

d) A mayor shall recommend items for
inclusion in the proposed annual budget, review the
proposed budget before its submission by the governor
to the legislature, and recommend amendments in the
proposed hudget relating to the island or islands served
by the mayor. A recomnendation relating to the budget
made by a mayor shall be considered by the governor and
rejected only for good cause.

e) A mayor may promulgate regulations on
local matters as provided by law.

f) A mayor may expend for local public
purposes the revenues raised by local taxes that are
designated by law for those purposes after the expendi-
tures are authorized by the legislature or by the affirm-
ative vote of a majority of the members of the legislature
representing the island or islands served by a mayor.

g) A mayor may appoint, supervise and
remove those employees as are provided by law to assist
in the performance of mayoral responsibilities.

h) A mayor shall perform other responsi-
bilities provided by law.




Section 4: Compensation. A mayor shall
receive an annual salary and reasonable allowance for
expenses provided by law. The salary of a mayor may not
be decreased during a term of office. Salaries and
expenses for assistants to a mayor shall be provided by
law.

Section 5: Governor's Council. The mayors
elected under section 2 and the executive assistant
appointed under article IIT, section 18, shall be mem-
bers of a governor's council that shall advise the
governor on local matters. The governor shall preside
over the council which shall meet at least four times
each year to consider matters concerning the relation-
ship between the Commonwealth and its separate islands.

Section 6: Other Agencies of Local Government.

a) The chartered municipality form of
local government shall cease to exist on the effective
date of this Constitution. TLocal taxes paid to the
chartered municipal governments on Rota, Saipan and
Tinian shall remain in effect until otherwise provided
by law and may be cxpenled for local public purpcses on
the island or islands producing those revenues if
authorized by the legislature or by the affirmative
vote of a majority of the members of the legislature
from the applicable senatorial district. Ordinances
and other regulations enacted by municipal councils on
Rota, Salpan and Tinian that are consistent with this
Constitution shall remain in effect until superseded by
Commonwealth law or local ordinances or regulations
enacted under this Constitution.

b) No additional agency of local govern-
ment may be established for at least five years from the
effective date of this Constitution, after which the
legislature may establish agencies of local gcvernment
in place of or in addition to the agencies provided for
in this article with powers, elected officials and
financing as provided by law. Agencies of local govern-—
ment may not be created for geographical units smaller
than an individual island. New agencies of local govern-
ment may not be established without the affirmative vote
of two-thirds of the persons qualified to vote from the
island or islands to be served by the proposed agency of
local government.

ARTICLE VII: ELIGIBILITY TO VOTE

Section 1: Qualifications of Voters. A
person is eligible to vote who, on the date of the
election, is eighteen years of age or older, is domiciled
in the Commonwealth, is a resident of the Commonwealth
and has resided in the Commonwealth for a pericd of time
provided by law, is not serving a sentcnce for a felony, ..

has not been found by a court to be of unsound mind, and
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is either a citizen or national of the Uni. 'd States.
The legislature may require that persons et'igible to
vote be citizens of tLhe United States.

Section_2: Prohibition of Litrracy Require-

ment. A peorson may not be denied the rigyht to vote
because that person is unable Lo read or write.
Section 3: Domicile and Residence. The

legislature shall implement scction 1 by rroviding the
criteria by which domicile and residence shall be

determined for voting purposes and specifying the length f?
of r=sidence within the Commonwealth that shall be E?f
required. i

ARTICLE VIII: ELECTIONS

bqulgg_}h__negular General !l“°5192° The

regular gencral eclection of the Commonwealth shall be
held on the first Sunday in November.

Section 2: Other Elections. Other clections
may be held as provided by law.

Section 3: Election Procecdures.  The legis-
lature may provide Lor the registration of voters,
nomination of candidates, absentee voting, secrecy in
voting, administration of elections, resolution of
election contests, and other matters with respect to

election procedures.

Section 4: _Taking Office After Electlons

take office on ‘the second Monday of January of the
year following the year in which the clection was held.

ARTICLE IX: 1INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM AND RECALL g

Section 1: TInitiative. The pecople may enact
laws by initiative.

a) An initiative petition shall contain A
the full text of the proposed law. If the petition )
proposes a general law for the Commonwealth, the petition
shall be signed by at least twenty percent of the persons ;
qualified to vote in the Commonwealth. 1If the petition ;
proposes a local law that affects only one senatorial g
district, the petition shall be signed by at least twenty
percent of the persons from the senatorial district who
are gqualified to vote.




L)  An initilative petition shall be filed
with the attorney general for certification that the
requirements of section 1l({a) have bcen met.

c) An initiative petition certified by
the attorncy general shall be submitted to the voters at
the next regular general election that is held at least
ninety days from the date the petition has been certified.

d) An initiative petition that proposes
a general law for the Commonwealth shall become law if
approved by two-thirds of the votes cast by persons
qualified to vote in the Commonwealth. An initiative
petition that proposes a local law shall become law if
approved by two-thirds of the persons from the senatorial
district who are qualified to vote. An initiative peti-
tion that has been approved by the voters shall take
effect thirty days after the date of the election unless
the petition provides otherwise.

Section _2: Referendum. The people may reject

laws by recfcrendum,

a) A referendum petition shall contain
the full text of the law sought to be rejected. If the
law is a general law for the Commonwealth, the petition
shall be signed by at least twenty percent of the persons
qualified to vote in the Commonwealth. If the law is a
local law that affects only one senatorial.district, the
petition shall be signed by at least twenty percent of
the pcrsons from the senatorial district who are gualified
to vote.

b) A referendum petition shall be filed
with the attorney general for certification that the
requirements of section 2(a) have been met.

c) A referendum petition certified by
the attornecy gencral shall be submitted to the voters at
the next rcgular general election that is held at least
thirty days from the date the petition has been certified.

d) A referendum petition concerning a
general law for the Commonwealth shall take effect if
approved by a majority of the votes cast by persons quali-
fied to vote in the Commonwealth. A referendum petition

concerning a local law shall take effect if approved by a
majority of the votes cast by .persons from the senatorial
district who are gqualified to vote. A law that is the

subject of an approved petition shall become void and be
repealed thirty days after the date of the election
unless the petition provides otherwise.

Section 3: Recall. Elected public officials
are subject to recall by the voters of the Commonwealth
or of the island, islands or district from which elected.

a) A recall petition shall identify the
public official sought to be recalled by name and office,
state the grounds for recall, and be signed by at least
forty percent of the persons qualified to vote for the
office occupied by the public official.
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b) A recall petition shall be filed with
the attorney general for ceitification that the require- !
ments of section 3(a) have been mmet.

c) A recall petition certified by the
attorney general shall be submitted to the voters at the
next regular gencral election unless special elections
are provided by law f{or this purpose.

d) A recall petition shall take effect
thirty days after the date of the election if approved
by two-thirds of the persons gualified to vote for the
office involved.

e) A recall petition may not be filed
against a public official more than once in any year or
during the f{irst six months of a term in office.

ARTICLE X: TAXATLION AND PUBLIC F1NANCE

Section 1: Public Purpose. A tax may not be
levied and an appropriation of public money may not be
made, directly or indirectly, except for a public pur-
pose.

Section 2: Report on Tax Exemptions. Every
five years the « governor shall rnport to the legislature
on the social, fiscal and economic impact of tax exemp-
tions provided by law. The report may include recom-
mendations by the governor on tax exemption policy or

laws.

Section 3: Public Debt Authorization. Public
debt may not be authorized or incurred without the
affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members in each

house of the legislature.

Scection 4: Public Debt Limitation. Public
indebtedness other than bonds or other obligations of
the government payable solely from the revenues derived
from a public improvement or undertaking may not be
authorized in excess of ten percent of the aggregate
assessed valuation of the recal property within the Common-
wealth. Public indebtedness may not be authorized for
operating expenses of the Commonwealth government or its

political subdivisions.




ARTICLE XI: PUBLIC LANDS

Section 1: Public Lands. The lands as to
which right, title or interest have been or hereafter
are transferred from the Trust Territory of the Pacific
Islands to any legal entity in the Commonwealth under
Secretarial Order 2969 promulgated by the United States
Secretary of the Interior on December 26, 1974, the lands
as to which right, title or interest have been vested
in the Resident Commissioner under Secretarial Order 2989
promulgated by the United States Secretary of the
Interior on March 24, 1976, the lands as to which ‘right, .
title or interest have been or hereafter are transferred : -
to or by the government of the Northern Mariana Islands :
under article VIII of the Covenant, and the submerged
lands off the coast of the Commonwealth to which the
Commonwealth now or hereafter may have a claim of owner-
ship under United States law are public lands and belong
collectively to the people of the Commonwealth who are
of Northern Marianas descent.

Section 2: Submerged Lands. The management
and disposition of submergyed lands off the coast of the
Commonwealth shall be as provided by law.

Section 3: Surface Lands. The management and
dlsp051tion of public lands except those provided for by
section 2 shall be the responsibility of the Marlanas
Public Land Corporation.

Section 4: Marianas Public Land Corporation.
There is hereby established the Marianas Public Land
Corporation.

a) The corporation shall have nine
directors appointed by the governor with the advice and
consent of the senate who shall direct the affairs of
the corporation for the benefit of the people of the
Commonwealth who are of Northern Marianas descent.

b) Two directors shall be residents of
Saipan, two shall be residents of Rota, two shall be
residents of Tinian, one shall be a resident of the
islands north of Saipan and one shall be a person of
Carolinian descent. Each director shall be a citizen or
national of the United States, a resident of the Common-
wealth for at least five years immediately preceding the
date on which the director takes office, a person who
has not been convicted of a crime carrying a maximum
sentence of imprisonment of more than six months, a
person who is able to speak Chamorro or Carolinian and
a person of Northern Marianas descent.

c) The directors shall serve a term of
six years except that three of the first nine directors
appointed shall serve a term of two years and three
shall serve a term of four years. A person may not
serve more than one term as director.

d) The corporation shall have the powers
available to a corporation under Commonwealth law and
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shall act only by the affirmative vote of the majority
of the nine directors.

e) The directors shall make an annual
written report to the people of the Commonwealth
describing the managcment of the public lands and the
nature and effect of transfers of interests in public
land made during the preceding year and disclosing the
interests of the directors in Commonwealth land.

f) After this Constitution has been in
effect for at least ten years, the corporation may be
dis.olved and its functions may be transferred to the
executive branch of government by the affirmative vote
of two-thirds of the members in each house of the legis~-
lature.

Section 5: Fundamental Policies. The
Marianas Public Land Corporation shall follow certain
fundamental policies in the performance of its respon-
sibilities.

a) The corporation shall make available

some portion of the public lands for a homestead program,

A person is not cligible for more than one agricultural
and one village homestead. A person may not receive a
freehold interest in a homestead for three ycars after
the grant of a homestead and may not transfer a freehold
interest in a homestead for ten years after receipt
except that these requirements are waived for persoys
who have established a continuous use of public lands
for at least fifteen years as of the effective date of
this Constitution. At any time after receiving the
freehold interest, the grantee may mortgage the land
provided that all funds received from the mortgagee be
devoted to the improvement of the land. Other require-
ments relating to the homestead program shall be
provided by law.

b) The corporation may not transfer a
freehold interest in. public lands for ten years after
the effective date of this Constitution except for
homesteads as provided under section 5(a).

c) The corporation may not transfer a
leasehold interest in public lands that exceeds twenty-
five years including renewal rights. An extension of
not more than fifteen years may be given upon approval
by three-fourths of the members of the legislature.

d) The corporation may not transfer an
interest in more than five hectares of public land for
use for commercial purposes without approval by a
majority of the members of the legislature.

e) The corporation may not transfer an
interest in public lands located within one hundred
fifty feet of the high water mark of a sandy beach.

f) The corporation shall adopt a com-
prehensive land use plan with respect to the public
lands including priority of uses and may amend the plan
as appropriate.
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g) The corporation shall receive all
moneys from the public lands and shall transfer these
moneys promptly to the Marianas Public Land Trust
except that the corporation may retain the amount neces-
sary to meet reasonable expenses of administration.

‘ Section 6: Marianas Public Land Trust. There
is hereby established the Marianas Public Land Trust.

. a) The trust shall have three trustees
appointed by the governor with the advice and consent
of the senate.

b) The trustees shall make reasonable,
careful and prudent investments. For ten years after
the effective date of this Constitution investments may
not be made except in obligations of the United States
government and as provided by section 6(c).

c) If the legislature authorizes a
Marianas development bank and provides that all United
States cconomic assistance for economic development
loans provided under article VII, section 702(c), of
the Covenant shall be deposited as capital in that bank,
the trust shall use up to fifty-five percent of its
receipts in a year to increase the total capital avail-
able to the bank to the sum of ten million dollars.
After the bank has more than ten million dollars in
total capital, the bank shall pay the excess above ten
million dollars to the trust until the trust has been
fully repaid for its contribution to the bank.

d) The trustees shall carry out the
intention of article ViII, section 803(e), of the
Covenant by using the interest on the amount received
for the lease of property at Tanapag Harbor for the
development and maintenance of a memorial park. The
trustees shall transfer to the general revenues of the
Commonwealth the remaining interest accrued on the trust
proceeds except that the trustees may retain the amount
necessary to meet reasonable expenses of administration.

e) The trustecs shall make an annual
written report to the people of the Commonwealth
accounting for the r1evenues received and expenses
incurred by the trust and describing the investments
and other transactions authorized by the trustees.

f) The trustces shall be held to strict
standards of fiduciary care.
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ARTICLE X11: RESTRICTIONS ON
ALIENATION OF LAND

sition of permanent and long-term intercsts in real
property within the Commonwealth shall be restricted to
persons of Northern Marianas descent,

Section 1: Allenation of Land. ‘The acqui-

Section 2: Acquisition. The term acquisition
used in section 1 includes acquisition by sale, lease,
gift, inheritance or other means. A transfer to a spouse
by inheritance is not an acquisition under this section.
A transfer to a mortgagee by means of a foreclosure on
a mortgage is not an acquisition under this section if
the mortgagee does not hold the permanent or long-term
interest in real property for more than five years.

Section 3: Permanent and_Long-Term Interests
in Real Property. The term permancnt and long-term
interests in recal property used in section 1 includes
freehold interests and leasehold interests of more than
forty years including renewal rights.

Section 4: Persons of Northern Marianas
Descent. A person of Northern Marianas descent is a
person who is a citizen or national of the United States
and who is of at least one-quarter Northern Marianas
Chamorro or Northern Marianas Carolinian blood or a
combination thereof or an adopted child of a person of
Northern Marianas descent if adopted while under the age
of eighteen years. For purposes of determining Northern
Marianas descent, a person shall be considered to be a
full-blooded Northern Marianas Chamorro or Northern
Marianas Carolinian if that person was born or domiciled
in the Northern Mariana Islands by 1950 and was a citizen
of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands before the
termination of the Trusteeship with respect to the Common-
wealth.

Section 5: Corporations. A corporation shall
be considered to be a person of Northern Marianas descent
so long as it is incorporated in the Commonwealth, has
{its principal place of business in the Commonwecalth, has
directors at least fifty-onc percent of whom are persons
of Northern Marianas descent and has voting shares at
least fifty-one percent of which are owned by persons of

Northern Marianas descent as defined by section 4.

Section 6: Enforcement. Any transaction made
in violation of section 17 shall be void ab initio. When-
ever a corporation ceases to be QUdllflvd under section 5,
a permanent or long-term interest in land in the Common-
wealth acquired by the corporation after the effective
date of this Constitution shall be forfeited to the
government.
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ARTICLE XTITIL: EMINENT DOMAILIN

Section 1l: Eminent Domain Power. The Common-
wecalth may exercise the power of eminent domain as
provided by law to acquire private property necessary for
the accomplishment of a public purpose.

Section 2: Limitations. Private property may
not be taken without just compensation. Private land
may be taken only if no suitable public land is available
for the accomplishment of the public purpose.

ARTICLE XIV: NATURAL RESOURCES

Section 1: Marine Resources. The marine
resources in waters off the coast of the Commonwealth
over which the Commonwecalth now or herecafter may have
any jurisdiction under United States law shall be managed,
controlled, protected and preserved by the legislature

for the benefit of the people.

Section 2: Uninhabited Islands. The island
of Managaha shall be maintained as an uninhabited
place and used only for cultural and recreational pur-
poses. The islands of Sariguan and Maug and other
islands specified by law shall be maintained as uninhab-
ited places and uscd only for the preservation of bird,
fish, wildlife and plant species except that the legis-
lature may substitute in place of Sariguan another island
as well suited for that purpose.

Section 3: Places and Things of Cultural and
Historical Significance. Places of importance to the
culture, traditions and.history of the pcople of the
Northern Mariana Islands shall be protected and preserved
and public access to these places shall be maintained as
provided by law. Artifacts and other things of cultural
or historical significance shall be protected, preserved
and maintained in the Commonwealth as provided by law.

ARTICLE XV: FEDUCATION

Section l: Education.

a) Every person in the Northern Mariana
Islands shall have the right to free, compulsory and
public elementary and secondary cducation within age and
educational levels provided by law.

b) There shall be higher education and
adult education within the Northern Mariana Islands con-
sistent with the nceds and resources of the pcople as
provided by law.




ARTICLE XVI: CORPORATIONS

Section 1l: Corporations. No private business
corporation shall be organized and no existing corporate
charter shall be extended or amended except by general
laws.

ARTICLE XVII: OATH OF OFFrICE

Section 1: oOath of Office. All members of the
legislature and officers and employees of the Commonwealth
and its political subdivisions taking office shall take
and subscribe to the following oath or affirmation:

I do solemnly affirm (or swear) that

I will support and defend the Consti-
tution and laws of the Commonwcalth

of the Northern Mariana Islands, the
Covenant To Establish a Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands in
Political Union with the United States
of America, the applicable provisions
of the Constitution, laws and treaties
of the United States of America, and
that 1 will faithfully discharge my
duties to the best of my ability (so
help me God).

ARTICLE XVIII: CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

Section 1: Proposal of Amendments. Amend-
ments to this Constitution may be proposed by consti-
tutional convention, legislat.ve initiative or popular
initiative.

Section 2: Constitutional Convention.

a) The legislature, by the affirmative
vote of a majority of the members of each house, may
submit to the voters the question, "Shall there be a
constitutional convention to propose amendments to the
Constitution?” The legislature, or the governor in the
event the legislature fails to act, shall submit this
question to the voters at a regular general election no
later than seven years after the effective date of this
Constitution and as provided by law. An act of the
legislature under this subsection may not be vetoed by
the governor.

b) An initiative petition may submit to
the voters the guestion, "Shall there be a constitutional




convention to propose amendments to the Constitution?”
The petition shall be signed by at least twenty-five
percent of the persons qualified to vote in the Common-
wealth or by at least seventy-five percent of the persons
gqualifiecd to vote in a senatorial district. An initia-
tive petition shall be filed with the attorney gencral
for certification that the requirements of this sub-
section have been met. An initiative petition certified
by the altorncey general shall be submitted to the voters
at the next regular general election that is held at
lJeast thirty days from the date the pntltlon has been
certified.

c) If two-thirds of the votes cast are
affirmative on the guestion of holding a convention, the
legislature shall convene a convention promptly.

d) The number of delegates to the conven-
tion shall be equal to the number of members of the legis-
lature. The delegates to the convention shall be elected
on a nonpdartisan basis.

Section 3: Legislative Initiative. The legis-

lature by the affirmative vote of thrce~fourths of the
membaers of each house present and voting may propose
amcendments to this Constitution. A proposed amendment

m2y not embrace the subject matter of more than one article
of this Constitution. An act of the lcgislature under this
section may not be vetoed by the governor.:

Section 4: Popular Initiative.

' a) The people may propose constitutional
amendments by initiative. An initiative petition shall
contain the full text of the proposed amendment. The
petition shall be signed by at least fifty percent of the
persons qualified to vote in the Commopwecalth and at least
twenty-five peicent of the persons qualified to vote in
cach senatorial district. A petition shall be filed with
the attorney general for certification that the require-
ments of this subsection have been met.

b) An initiative petition certified by
the attorney general shall be submitted to each house of
the legislature. If the proposal is approved by the
al firmative vote of a majority of the mcmbers of each
house of the legisluture, the proposed amendment shall be
submitted for ratification in the same manner as an amend-
ment proposed by legislative initiative. The proposed
amendment shall be submitted for ratification to the
voters at the next reqular general elcection with or with-
out legislative approval.

Section 5: Ratification of Amendments.

a) N proposced amendment to this Consti-
tut.ion shall be submitted to the voters for ratification
at the next regular general election that is held at
lecast sixty days after the amendment is proposed.

b) An amendment proposed by legislative
initiative shall become cffective if approved by a
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majority of the votes cast.

constitutional convention or
become effective if approved
cast and at least two-thirds
of two senatorial districts.

An
by
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amendiment proposed by
popular initiative shall
a majority of the votes
the votes cast in each
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SCHEDULE ON TRANSITIONAL MATTERS -

The f{ollowing transitional provisions shall remain
in effect until their terms have been executed. Once
each.ygar the attorney general shall review the following
provisions and certify to the governor which have been
executed. Any provisions go cortified shall be removed
from this Schedule and no longer published as an attach-
ment to the Constitution.

Section 1: Effective Date of Constitution.
The Constitution shall take cffect on a date proclaimed
by the President of the United States after its approval
by the Government of the United States and otherwise as

provided by the Covenant.

Section 2: Continuity of Laws. Laws in force
in the Northern Mariana Islands on the day preceding the
effective date of the Constitution that are consistent
with the Constitution and the Covenant shall continue in
force until they expire or are amended or repealed.

Section 3: Continuity of Government Employment
and Operations. As of the effective date of the Consti-
tution employees of the Government of the Northern Mariana
Islands and its political subdivisions shall be cmployces
of the Commonwecalth on the same terms and conditions of
employment as were enforceable against the Government of
the Northern Mariana Islands or its political subdivisions
until provided otherwise by law, requlation or ordinance.
Employees of the Government of the Northern Mariana Islands
shall have the same functions and duties after becoming
employees of the Commonwealth until provided otherwise by

law, regulation or ordinance.

Section 4: Continuity of Judicial Matters.
As of the effective date of the Constitution the Marianas
District Court of the Government of the Northern Mariana
Islands shall become the Commonwealth trial court and the
judges serving on the Marianas District Court shall be
judges of the Commonwealih trial court serving at the
pleasure of the governor until the governor appoints
judges of the Commonwealth trial court under article IV,
section 4, of the Constitytion. Civil and criminal
matters pending before the Marianas District Court on the
aeffective date of the Constitution shall become matters
pending before the Commonwealth trial court. Civil and
criminal matters pending before the High Court of the
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands on the effective
date of the Constitution that involve matters within the
jurisdiction of the Commonwealth trial court of the
United States District Court for the Northern Mariana
Islands shall remain within the jurisdiction of the High
Court until finally decided. ’

Scction 5: Continuity of Legislative Matters.

The terms of of{fice of members of the Northern Mariana
Islands Legislature shall expire on the effective date of
the Constitution. Bills enacted by the Northern Mariana
Islands Legislature but not approved by the Resident
Commissioner on the effective date of the Constitution
shall be void.
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Section 6: Continuity of Corporations and

Licenses. Corporations incorporated or qualified to do
business in the Northern Mariana 1slands on the effec-
tive date of the Constitution shall continue to be
incorporated or qualified until provided otherwise by
law. Licenses in effoect in the Northern Mariana Islands
on the affectiva date of the Constitntion shall con-
tinue in cffcct until provided otherwitse by law except
that no license possessed by a land surveyor, ship
officer, health professional or a practicing trial
assistant may be amended or revoked except for incom-
petence or unethical conduct.

Section 7: Statutes of Limitations. The
legislature shall study whether to repeal a statute of
limitations currently in force in the Commonwealth with
respect to land in order for the Commonwealth to provide
compensation for past transactions. If a statute is
repealed after study, the compensation provided by the
Commonwealth shall be limited to priority with respect
to the distribution of public lands and shall not affect
a right in property that vested under the repealed
statute of limitations.

Section B: Interim Definition of Citizenship.
For the period from the approval of the Constitution by
the people of the Northern Mariana Islands to the termi-
nation of the Trusteccship Agreement, the term United
States citizen or United States national as used in the
Constitution includes those persons who, on the date of
the approval of the Constitution by the people of the
Northern Mariana Islands, do not owe alleyiance to any
foreign state and who qualify under one of the following
criteria:

a) persons who were born in the Northern
Mariana Islands, who are citizens of the Trust Territory
of the Pacific Islands on the date of the approval of the
Constitution by the people of the Northern Mariana
Islands, and who on that date are domiciled in the
Northern Mariana Islands or in the United States or any
territory or possession thereof;

b) persons who are citizens of the Trust
Territory of the Pacific Islands on the date of the

approval of the Constitution by the people of the Northern

Mariana Islands, who have been domiciled continuously in
the Northern Mariana Islands for at least five years

immediately prior to that date, and who, unless under age,

registered to vote in elections for the Mariana_Isl?nds
District Legislature or for any municipal election 1n
the Northern Mariana Islands prior to January 1, 1975; or

c) persons domiciled in the Northern
Mariana Islands on the date of the approval of the Con-
stitution by the people of the Northern Mariana Islands
who, although not citizens of the Trust Territory of
the Pacific Islands, on that date have been domiciled
continuously in the Northern Marjana Islands beginning
prior to January 1, 1974.
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Section 9: Commonwealth, For the period
from the approval ol the Constitution by the people of
the Northern Mariana Islands to the termination of the
Trusteeship Agreement, the term Commonwealth as used in
the Constitution and this Schedule to describe a geo-
graphical area mecans the Northern Mariana Islands as
defined by article X, scction 1005(b), of the Covenant
and otherwise means the government established under
this Constitution.

Section 10: Flections. Within one hundred
twenty days after the approval of the Constitution by -
the Government of the United States under article II,
seciion 202, of the Covenant, an clection shall be held
on a date set by the Northern Mariana Tslands lLegis-
lature to fill the clective offices established by the
Constitution. Persons shall be ¢ligible to vote who
are eligible to vote under article VI1 of the Constitu-
tion and the laws in force in the Northern Mariana Islands
to the extent those laws are consistent with the Consti-
tution. The Northern Mariana Islands Legislature shall
establish thosc procedures, including registration of
voters, required to conduct the election reguired by this
section and shall appropriate sufficient funds for the
implementation of this section. If the Northern Mariana
Islands Legislature does not act to set the election date
and establish the necessary registration and election
procedures within thirty days after the approval of the
Constitution by the United States, the Resident Commis-
sioner may set the election date and establish registra-
tion and election procedures.

Section 11 Saipan Election Districts. For

representatives from Saipan under article 1I, section 3,
Saipan shall be divided into the following six elect ion
districts:

first district: municipal districts six

and ten, electing two rcpresentatives:

qocond district: municipal district four
plus census enumeration district thirty-eight, electing
one representative;

third district: municipal districts two
and five plus census cnumeration district thirty-one,
electing two roepresentatives;

fourth district: census enumeration dis-
tricts twenty-nine, thirty and thirty-seven, electing one
representative;

fifth district: municipal districts seven

and eleven plus the islands north of Saipan minus census
enumeration district eleven, electing four representatives;

sixth district: municipal districts eight

and nine plus census enumeration district ele¢ven, electing
two representatives.

These eclection districts shall remain in effect
until otherwise provided by law cenacted under the
Constitution.
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Section 12: Commencement of Terms. Officials
clected in the eiectxon'rCQulrcd by section 10 shall
take office on the effective date of the Constitution.
The oath of office shall be administered by a judge
designated by the Commonwealth trial court. For the
purpose of determining the date the terms of officials
elected under section 10 expire, the officials shall be
considercd to have taken office on the second Monday in
January in the year after the year in which the election
is held, except that if the clection is held before the
first day of the month of July the officials shall be
considered to have taken office on the second Monday in
January of the year in which the election is held.

Section 13: Succession. As of the effective
date of the Constitution the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands shall succeed to all rights and obliga-

tions of the previous Government of the Northern Mariana
Islands.

Section 14: Approval of Constitution by the

United States. After approval of the Constitution by
the people of the Northern Mariana Islands it shall be
submitted to the Government of the United States for
approval under the provisions of article 1I, section 202,
of the Covenant. If the Constitution is disapproved by
the Government of the United States, the Northern Mariana
Islands Legislature by the affirmative vote of three-
fourths of the members may amcend the specific provisions
of the Constitution disapproved by the Government of the
United States and submit the amended Constitution to the
pcople for approval within sixty days after receipt of
the disapproval message from the Government of the United
States. Upon approval by the people of the amended Con-
stitution it shall be submitted to the Government of the
United States for approval.
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