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1.110 Nortllcl-11 Mar Illnu 1 s 1:11i ( 1 . ;  Co~ist  i  t ( I  t i  C ) I ~ : I  l ( : U I I V C I ~ ~  i o n  w:r s hcl  tl ill Sai  p n ,  
Marinnn I s l a n d s ,  commcnc jrlg on 0ctvI)cr  18,  1970 and or1 journing s j r ic  d i e  
on December 6 ,  1976. 'The (:onvent ion c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h i r t y - n i n e  d e l e g a t e s  
from Sa ipan ,  Rota ,  T in ian  and t l i c  Northern I s l a n d s .  

As c r e a t e d  by D i s t r i c t  L a w  K O .  4 - 2 0 5  enacted by t h e  1:ourtll Nor t l~c rn  Mariana 
I s l a n d s  L e g i s l a t u r e  and approved by Erwin D .  Canham, Res iden t  Cornmiss ioner ,  
on August 18 ,  1976, t h e  Convent ion received i t s  funding from t h e  Fourth 
Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  Leg: ' * . t u r c  and from the  U.S. Congress through t h e  
O f f i c e  o f  T r a n s i t i o n  S t u d i c s  and Plnnning. 

The fol lowing pages r e p r e s e n t  t l i c  documentat ion  of  t h e  o f f i c i a l  r e c o r d s  and 
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  Northern blariana I s l a n d s  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention, compiled 
i n  a two-volume J o u r n a l .  

Volume 1 st  a r t s  with n s i ~ ~ i c - d  copy of t h c  (:onst i t l ~ t i o n  f o r  t h e  Northern 
Murinnn I s l a ~ i d s  a s  i t  wrrs 1111proved by tlie Corrve~ltion on 1)ecembtr 5 ,  1976. 
Also con ta ined  i n  t h i s  volume a r e  l i s t i n g s  o f  the  Convention o f f i c e r s ,  
d e l e g a t e s ,  committee membership, a s  wel l  a s  t h e  Convention s t a f f  by namcs 
~ n d  t i t l e s .  Rccordcd or1 1x11:~s 1 tllrtrlp,h 3.76 a r c  t h e  ve rba t im mimstcs o f  
t h e  d n i l y  prococdings of  t l i r  Convcrition's I'lcrlary S e s s i o n s .  Also c c n t a i n e d  
i n  t h i s  volume a r e  misce l l aneous  communications. 

Volume I 1  c o n t a i n s  t h e  committee r e p o r t s  and p roposa l s  from t h e  Convention 
d e l e g a t e s .  Also, included in t h i s  volumc a r e  t h e   onve vent ion's o f f i c i a l  mlee 
o f  procedure ,  cnabl  ing l e ~ i  s l n t  ion  ( D i s t r i c t  I.aw 4-205) ; and r e s o l u t i o n s  
adopted by t l lc  Convcnt ion .  

T h i s  Convention Journa l  is d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  people  of t h e  Northern Mariana 
I s l a n d s  and t o  t h e  f u t u r e  Governmerit o f  t h e  Commonwealth of  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
f o r  t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  adopted by t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  
C o n s t i t u t i o n n  1 Convent i o ~ i  . 

June 1977 

Pcdro M .  A t n l i g  V 
Convcn t  i  on Secretary 
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S e c _ t i ( ~ n  1 :  Laws P I - o h i t l i t - c d .  No l a w  s h a l l  he - - 
I~I,.)cIP I I I - I ~  i!; ;I 1 I O <  :;I I 0 1 ;  i l t ~ t s r ,  , I ~ I  ~ Y x  1 > g ~ ~ ; t .  f ; l ~ : L < )  I i \w ,  
,-I 1,iw i 111[1c i  i r i  I I ~  I ~ 1 1 1 1  i c j ' i l  i o 1 3  of  C C I I ~ L T  a c t - 2 ,  or a l aw  
p r o l l i b i  t i n g  the t r a t l i  t i o n a l  a r t  o f  h e a l i n g .  

S e c t i o n  2 :  F r e e d o m  o f  R e l i g i o n ,  S p e e c h ,  ---- -- 
P r e s s  and  A s s e m b l y .  N o  l a w  s h a l l  b e  made  r e s p e c t i n g  --- 
a n  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  or p r o h i b i t i n g  t h e  free 
e x e r c i s e  t h e r e o f ,  o r  a b r i d g i n g  t h e  f r e e d o m  of s p e e c h ,  
o r  of  t h e  p r e s s ,  o r  t l ~ e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  p e ; i c e a b l y  
t o  a s s e m b l e  a n d  t o  l ~ c ' t i t i o n  t h e  c ~ o v c r n r n e n t  f o r  a r e d r e s s  
of grievances. 

S e c t  i o n  3 :  S e a r c h  a n d  S e i z u r e .  ' I ' l ~ c  r i g h t  o f  - - - -. - - - -.--.A 

t h e  p e o p l e  t o  be s e c u r e  i n  t h e i r  p e r s o n s ,  h o \ ~ r ; c s ,  p a p e r s  
- - 

a n d  b e l o n g i n g s  a g a i n s t .  u n r c ; l s o n a b l e  s c a r c l l r ? ~  i11ld z e i z u r c s  
!;llal.l  n o t  be v i o 1 . a t c d .  

a )  No w a r  r ;~ r l t . s  :;]la 11 issue c x c . c p t  u p o n  
probable  cause sUp l ) t i ~ - l  ed b y  o a t h  o r  a f  f i r n l a  t i o n  a n d  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  c 3 p s c r i h i l l g  thr? p l a c e  I-.o be !;cart-llc?d a n d  
t .he  p e r s o n s  o r  t . l l i ~ ~ y s  t o  Ic s e i z e d .  

b )  N o  w i r c t i l p p i n q ,  c l c c t r c . , r i  i c c ~ v e s -  
d r o p p i n u  or  o t - l i e r  co11i1)arab lo  n leans  of s u r v ~ i l l a n c e  s h a l l  
b e  u s e d  c x c c p t  p l l r s u d n t :  t o  a w a r r a n t .  8 

C )  A 1 ) c r s o n  adversely a f f e c t e d  by  a n  
i l l e g a l  s e a r c h  or  s e i z u r e  h a s  a  c a u s e  o f  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  w i t h i n  l i m i t s  p r o v i d e d  by l a w .  

S e c t i o n  4 :  C r i r n i  r ~ a l  P r o s o c \ ~ t i o n s .  7 1 1  a1 l 
c r i m i  r1i11 I)FbiG~:~-i J ~ ) I I ! :  (-:GY-i : I ,  6 f ~ ~ r l t i , i ~ l ~ G n i  ~ I I  I ~ ~ C J ) I I  5 s l l a l  1 
o l ) t a i ~ ~ .  

a )  '1'11~. accll!;cil  )has Lhc r i g l l t .  I ( >  i~:i:ii!;t- 
arlce o f  c o \ ~ ~ l s e l  a n d ,  i f'  c o ~ l v i c t c . d ,  h a s  t h e  r i  cjht t o  
c o u n s e l  i n  a l l  i ~ p [ ) c i ~ l ~ .  

b )  'I'l~c acc:u!;cd h , l s  t l ~ e  r i g11 t l o bc 
c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  aclvcr.str witr11:sscs. <lnd t o  11avg c o n l p u l s o r y  
p r o c e s s  f u r  obt a i n i r ~ g  f a v o r a l , l r !  w i t n e r , r ; c s .  

C )  N o  I,t-r :;CJII :;11;1 1 1 11c co111pc5l 1 1 4  t o  g i v c  
s e l f - i n c r i m i n a t i n g  t e s t i m o r ~ y .  

d )  There s h a l l  bc a s p e e d y  a n d  p u b l i c  
t r i a l .  

0 1  140 I J P I  ! ;OI I  511.1 1 1 IIC: 1)11t  1 w i f:c- j n  
jcopardy f or  t 11c~ :;CI I I IC  o f  f rllr;c . r r>cj;l r c 1 l c : s s  of t  I I P  y o v e r n -  
m c r l t a l  e n t i t y  t h a t  f i r ! ; t  i n s t  i t u t  c s  p r o s e c u t i o n .  

f) E x c c . s s i v c  b a i  1  r ; I ln l l  not .  11c r e q u i r e d .  

g )  E x c c ~ s s i v e  f i n e s  s h a l l  n o t  be i m p o s e d .  

h) C r  t 1 t . 1  a n d  un11s\1,11 p u n i  sllrllcnt s h a l l  
n o t  b e  i r l f l i c t c d .  



i )  it , i l  I ? I I I I  i , ; I I I ~ I ~ - I ~ ~  i :; [ # I  011 i 1) i t c d .  

j ) I 'c ! r l ;o~~!;  w l ~ o  , I I  c ur,t l(b~. c. i y l ~ l ~ . c ? r i  yc8,1r s 
o f  a g e  s h a l l  b e  p r o t e c t e d  i n  c r i m i n a l  j u d i c i a l  p r o c c e d i n u s  
a n d  i n  c o r l d i l  i o n s  o f  i m p r i s o n m e n t .  

I i I 5 : I I t ;  1.10 I I ~ . I  ! ; o r \  !;11al 1 be - . .  
(Ir1)l- i'~c?cJ c ~ t .  1 i 1 c ,  1 I l 11 : r ty  o r  [ ~ r o ~ ~ c ~ r t y  w i t . l ~ o \ l t  c111c p r o c e s s  
o f  l a w .  

S ~ c t  - .  - .  i c )n  . 6 : E ( j u a 1  P r o t  t > < : t i o n .  !lo [ ~ c ! r s o n  s h a l l  
bc d c n  i c d  t:lic' [ " l u r ~  i I ) F . c < t  (.&I. i 6;. of i il& - 1 ; ) ~ s  . rJo p c r s o n  
shc..!.l b e  d u l l i c d  t h c  c : l i j o y ~ i ~ t , l ~ t  o f  c i v i l  r i c j l l t  s o r  be 
d i s c r i m i n a t e d  a v a i n s t  i n  t h e  e x e r c i s e  t h c r c o f  o n  a c c o u n t  
o f  r a c e ,  co lo r ,  r e l i g i o n ,  a n c e s t r y  or  s e x .  

,Sc.crf i o n  7 : I r t I -  i I 1 I i I . t J o  ; o l ( l  i  c r  . . 
i t 1  t ~ I I I ~ ?  01 [ ~ t ? ~ j c c ,  I I I L ~ ~  I J C  ( 4 \ 1 , 1 1  L ~ - L - ( > ( I  I 11 ,111y I I O I I ! ; I *  wi t . h o \ ~ t  
t h e  c o n s e n t  of t h e  o w n e r ,  n o r  j n  I.ilnc of : i , 1 1 -  c.xc<.pt ,IS 

p r o v i d e d  b y  1 ~ w .  

S ~ c : l  i o n  9 : C l  c i l n  c ~ ~ i c l  I l ( ! i l  I I 1 )  f 111 I . ; I ~ v  i J 011111(?nt. - - . - - - . . - . - - - - - - 
E a c h  p e l . - s o n  1 1 ~ 1 s -  t:Il& 1 - 1 q l l t  to  a c lc - i ln  ijrid liflil I t.111 u l  p 1 1 b l i c  
c? r iv i ro r imen  t .  

S e c t i o n  1 0 :  P r i v a c y .  T h e  r i g h t  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  
p r i v a c y  s h a l l  n o t  b e  i n f r i n g e d  e x c e p t  u p o n  a s h o w i n g  of 

S c c t i _ o n - . 1 :  ---. - J , e g i s l 1 3 t i v e  - - - - - - -. . . . . -. - Power. 'I'hc. l c r j i s l a t i v e  
p o w e r  o f  t h e  C o ~ n r n o n w f ~ a l t h  s h a l l  c x t e n d  t o  a 1  1 r i q h t f u l  
s u b j e c t s  o f  l c q i s l a t i o n  a n d  shall be v c B s t c d  i n  a N o r t h e r n  
M a r i a n a s  C o n u n d ~ i w e ~ l t l l  I ( ? q i s l ~ i t u r c  cc)1111~or.r.c1 of a scrlate 
a n d  a h o u s e  o f  r e p r - c ? r ; c n t a t i v c s .  

- Sec! .. i - o n  .- 2 : Compos  i t  i o n  o f  t. h e  S c n a  t.e . . .- . . - - . - - - - . - - .-- 

C-I 1 'l'11ct c ~ > r i i ~  t [> !;II;I I 1 cr?ll!;  i 5 t o f  n i  11e lrlcm- 
l ) ~ > r - s  w i  t l i  t 111  I > ( >  I I I ~ ~ I I I ~ I I ~ I  T 1 c*c-I I-11 , ~ t  I , I  I r j f B  f I 0 1 1 1  I - O C ~ I  o f  
t l ~ r e e  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t . r i c t s .  The  f i r s t  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  
s h a l l  c o n s i s t  o f  R o t a ,  t h e  s e c o n d  s c ? l l ~ t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  
s h a l l  c o n s i s t  o f  T i n i ' l n  ar id  Acjuig\ l t3n,  a l l d  t h e  t h i r d  
s c n a t  o r i  a1  cl i # ; I  I i c t  r;11;1 1 1  ~ - o r l r ; i  ! i t  of  !-,;I i r ) ; \ r ~  l ~ r ~ d  t h e  
i !: 1  ' i 1 1 ( 1 %  1101 t .11 0 1  i t . 'I'l~c* : ; I ~ I I , I ~  c a  # ; I I , I  I I i 11c.1 c * , ~ ! ; ~ d  t o  
t w c  l v c  ~nc;~~~L)t!r-:i i111d I 1 1  I cnc ~ I I . I I \ ~  1 c . 1  r ;  ! ; l~ ; i  1 1 1 , ~ .  c n  1 r a c t  ~bcl t - ~ t  

l a r g e  f r o m  a f o u r t h  ! ; c ! i ~ a t o r . i a l  c1ir;t r i c t  { :o1\5j  s t  i rlg o f  
t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r  t h  o f  . ';,3ipan ; ~ t  t trc. f  i t s t  r c . c l \ ~ l , i r  cjcl!c.ral  
e l e c t i o n  a f t  err t h e  pc> l )u l ; i t  ioli o f  t.11clr;cr i s I , ~ r ~ c l s  cxc:ct.ds 
o n e  t h o u s a n c !  ~ . ) c r s o n s .  

b )  T h e  term of o f f  icc f o t  s c r l a l o r  s h a l l  
b e  f o u r  y e a r s  c x c c p t  I hat '  t calit3 i t l , ~ t  I-? r c > r - c i  v j  n q  t h e  



t .trir-d 1 r i c j l r c : s t  ~ i u m b e r  of v o t e s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  e l e c t i o n  i n  
e a c h  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  s h a l l  s e r v e  a t e r m  o f  t w o  
y e a r s .  

C )  A : ;c r la tor  r;11al 1 LC c l t ~ , i l i f  j e d  t o  v o t e  
i n  the Corr~rnoliwcalth, a t  l e a s t  t w e n t y - f  i v e  y c a r s  o f  a g e ,  
a n d  a r e s i d e n t  a n d  d o r n i c i l i a r y  o f  t h e  Corrlnlonwcalth f o r  
a t  l c a s t  f i v e  y e a r s  i n ~ r n c . d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  d a t e  o n  
w h i c h  t h e  s e n a t o r  t a k c s  office. A l o n q c r  r - c s i~ lc -ncy  a n d  
d o m i c i l e  r c c l u i r c ? ~ r ~ c r l t  Inay bc p r - u v i d c d  by law.  

S e c t i o n  3 :  C o r n p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  House  o f  
R e r . 1 - - e s e n t a t i v e s .  
C- 

a )  The h o u s e  o f  r c p r e s e n t a t i v ~ s  s h a l l  
c o n s i s t  o f  f o u r t e e n  members w i t h  t w e l v e  members e l e c t e d  
frorn S a i p a n  a n d  t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  o f  i t ,  o n e  member 
e l e c t e d  f r o m  R o t a  a n d  o n e  member e l e c t e d  frorn T i n i a n  
a n d  A g u i g u a n .  The number  o f  r c p r c s e n t a t i v e s  may b e  
i r l c r c a s e d  by l a w  to  n o t  nlore t h a n  t w e n t y .  l ' h e  t e r m  o f  
o f f i c e  f o r  r e p l - e s e n t a t i v c  s h a l l  b e  two y c a r s .  

b )  F o r  p r l r p o s c s  o f  e l e c t  i r ~ g  r c p r r . s e n t a -  
t i v r s  R o t a  s h a l l  c o r i s t  i t-rite 01lr2 c l i s t r  i c t ,  'Tirii a n  and  
Aguiy~ l , 2n  s h a l l  c m n s t i  t u t c ~  o n e  cli s t r j  c t ,  arid Z a i p a n  and  
t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  o f  i t  : ; h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  s i x  d i s t r i c t s .  
The  l e g i s l a t u r e  may c h a n g e  t h e  number  a n d  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  
t h e s e  d i s t r i c t s  o n l y  p u r s u a n t  t o  i t s  d u t i e s  & u n d e r  sec- 
t i o n  4  o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e .  When t h e  p o p u l a t i . o n  o f  t h e  
i s l ; \ r l d s  n o r t h  o f  Saip i i i l  csquals o r  r?xcc~edr; t h e  nurnbrtr o f  
p e r s o n s  r e p r e s e n t e d  by ally rncrn1)er of t h e  h o u s e  of r e p r c -  
s e n t a t i v e s  t h e s e  i s l a n d s  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a  s e p a r a t - e  
d i s t r i c t  e l e c t i n g  o n e  r c p r c s e n t a t i v e .  

c )  A r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s h a l l  be q u a l i f i e d  
t o  v o t e  i n  t h e  Cornmonwenl t h ,  a t  l c a s t  t w e n t y - o n e  y e a r s  
o f  a g e ,  a n d  a r e s i d e n t  a n d  d o m i c i l i a r y  o f  t h e  Cornmon- 
w e a l t h  f ~ r  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  years  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  
t h e  d a t e  o n  w h i c h  t h e  r c p r e s e n t a t i v e  t a k e s  o f f i c e .  A 
l o n g c - r  res ic3ency a n d  dorni c i  I e I c q u i  rcrrlcnt lnily be 
p r o v i d e d  by l a w .  

S e c t i o n  4 : R c a p p o r  t i o n m e n  t a n d  -- R e d j s t  r i -ctLng.  

il) A t  l r t t l : ; t  cvr.1.y t r>n ycb;irs  nrrrl w j  t l ~ i n  
OIIC hi11lclrc-t3 twc!rit y clays f 0 1  10wi i ~ q  put11 i c a t i o n  of t11e 
r e s u l t s  of a d e c e n n i a l  c c r ~ s u s ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  
r e a p p o r t i o n  t h e  s e a t s  i n  t h e  h o u s e  o f  r e p r c s c r ~ t a t  i v e s  
o r  r e v i s e  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  for  c l c c t i n g  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
as r e q u i r e d  by  c h a n g e s  i n  Comilonwcal th  p o p u l a t i o n  o r  by  
l aw.  A rcappor  t.io111nc11t or- r c d i  s t r i c t  i rly p l a n  s11al 1 p r o -  
viclc f o r  c o n t  icjuor~s a n d  ccmpact (li s t r  i c t s  a n d  f o r  rcpre-  
s e n t a t i o n  by e a c h  member o f  t h c  . h o u s e  o f  r c p r c s c n t a t i v e s  
of a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t h e  same nurnher o f  r e s i d e n t s  t o  t h e  
e x t e n t  p e r m i t t e d  by  ttic s t - p a r a t e  islands a n d  t h e  d i s t r i -  
b u t i o n  o f  p o p ~ ~ l a t  i o n  i n  t11e Corrunoriwea 1 t t i .  

b) I f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f a i l s  t o  a c t  
p u r s u a n t  t o  s e c t i o n  4 ( a ) ,  t h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  p r o m u l g a t e  
a r e a p p o r t i o n l n e n t  o r  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  p l a n  w i t h i r i  o n e  
h u n d r e d  t w e n t y  d a y s  a f t e r  t l i e  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  t h e  t i m e  
f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  a c t .  The  g o v e r n o r ' s  p l a n  s h a l l  



b e  p11b1 i ! ;hrd i n  t t r c .  *:,irnc 111.111r1~r . I ?  ;In , I C ~ I  of t.he l e q i s -  
1,1 Lux t* c ~ ~ \ c l  ~ I ~ ) C > I I  l ~ t r 1 1  I i ( : ; ~ t  1 0 1 1  , ; I I , I  I 1 I I , I V ( :  t I ) ( :  f 01 c(! of I nw. 
Upon t h e  p e t i t i o n  o f  a n y  p e r s o n  q u a l i f i e d  t o  v o t e ,  t h e  
Cormnonwcalth a p p e a l s  c o u r t  o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t  
C o u r t  i f  n o  C f ~ ~ l ~ ~ n o t ~ w c ; ~  1 t.h ,il)pc>a 1 r; c o ~ i r  t h a s  bc:c?n c r e a t e d  
u r l dc r  :;c 'ct-.io~i 3 o f  ;I t t ic: 1 c a  I v 1 1 ; ~ ;  ( 3 1  icj i n a l  arid PXCI U -  

s i v e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  rev ic lw a p l a n  a n d  to  arrrcnd i t  t o  
c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e  r e q u i r c r n e r l t s  o f  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  or  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  a p l a n  i f  t .he  ( ~ o v c r n o r  h a s  f a i l e d  t o  a c t  w i t h i n  
t h e  t i r n c  p r o v i d c d .  

a )  A p p r o p r i a t i o n  a n d  r e v e n u e  b i l l s  rnay 
b e  i n t r o d u c e d  o n l y  i n  t h e  h o u s e  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  
O t h e r  b i l l s  may be i n t r o d u c e d  i n  e i t h e r  h o u s e  o f  t h e  
l c t g i s l  i l  ~ I I K ~ .  

b )  A b i l l  s h a l l  b e  c o n f i n e d  t o  o n e  s u b -  
ject e x c e p t  b i l l s  f o r  a p I J r o p r i a t i o n s  or b i l l s  f o r  t - he  
c o d i f i c a t i o n ,  r e v i s i n n  o r  rc:;lrr;lnclcrncnt o f  e x i s t i n g  
l a w s .  A p p r o p r i a t i o n  I ~ i l l s  s t l a11  Ijt? l i r n i t e d  t o  t h e  s u b -  
ject o f  a p p r o p r i a t -  i o n s .  T,cgi s l ; ~ t . . i v e  cornpl  i clncc w i t h  
t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  i s  a  c o n s t i t  ut- i o n d l  r c t s p o n s j  b i l i t y  n o t  
s u b j e c t  t.o j u d i  c - i  a 1  rcv icsw.  

c) l ' t icl 1 ~ r l i  s ~ , - ~ ~ I I I - c  rnay n o t  c n a c t  a l a w  
e x c e p t  by  b i l l  a n d  rlo b i l l  IIldy be c t lac t .cd  w i t l ~ o u t  t h e  
a p p r o v a l  o f  a t  l e a s t  a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  v o t e s  c a s t  i n  
e a c h  h o u s e  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

Sect-ivn I,: -Loca l  I.,iws. ~.;rwr, t h a t  r ~ l a t c  
c x c l u s i v c l y  !LO l o c a l  ~ n a t  t ~ r s  w i t  I i i n  o n e  senatorial c l i s -  
t r i c t  may b e  e n a c t e d  b y  t h e  l c > g i s l a t u r c  o r  b y  t h e  
a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  member s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  
t h a t  d i s t r i c t .  T h e  l c g j s l a t u r c  s h a l l  d e f i n e  t h e  l o c a l  
m a t t e r s  t h a t  may be tile s u b j e c t  o f  l a w s  e n a c t e d  b y  t h e  
member s  f r o m  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t s ,  l a w s  
e n a c t e d  t h r o u g h  i n i t i a t i v e  b y  t h e  v o t e r s  o f  a  s e n a t o r i a l  
d i s t r i c t  u n d e r  a r t i c l e  IX, s e c t i o n  1, r e g u l a t i o n s  pro- 
m u l g a t e d  b y  a Inayor u r ~ c l c r  i l r t i ~ l e  V I ,  s e c t i o n  3 ( e ) ,  o r  
l o c a l  o r  (1 i n i l n c c s  a t l op l  ~d l)y ; ~ f j c - r ~ c . i  r s s  of l o c a l  c jovcrn-  
m e n t  e s t ~ b l i s h c c l  u n d e r  a r t i c l e  V I ,  s e c t i o n  6 ( b ) .  

S e c t i o n  -- 7 :  ----.- A c t i o n  o n  L e g i s l a t i o n  -- by t h e  
G o v e r n o r .  

i I:vc-t y  I ) i  11 c.t~.~c:t c~cl r : l ~ a l l  I,(! s i g n e d  b y  
t l i e  p r c c ; i t l i ~ l y  of f i c c r  o f  tile ? ~ o \ ~ r ; c  i n  w l i i ch  Che b i l l  
o r i q i n a t  ctl a n d  t r;ln:.rni t t c d  t c) t I I P  c l r ~ v e r n o r .  I f  t h e  
g o v e r n o r  !:i g n s  t hc! bi  l I ,  i t !;11,111 l)r*comc l a w .  I f  t h e  
g o v c r n o r  vt:t:ocs t . h e  b i  I 1 ,  i t : ; I I ; \ ~  1  \)c? rc tu , r~ ic !d  t o  t h e  
p r e s i d i r ~ g  of f i c c r  o f  c.iich hous r !  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  w i t h  
a s t a t c r ~ l c ~ l t  o f  t h e  l - ( ' ~ l ~ ~ ) I l f ;  f o r  t h c  v e t o .  T h e  y o v e r n o r  
may v e t o  a n  i t e m  o r  s c c t i o n  i n  a n  a 1 J p r o p r i a t i o n  b i l l  
a n d  sic311 I l ~ e  r c t n ; ~ i  r l t l ~ r  of  t Ilc h i  1  1  . 

b) T h e  g o v e r n o r  s I i a 1 1  h a v e  twc r i t y  d a y s  
i n  w h i c h  t o  c o n s i d e r  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  b i l l s  a n d  f o r t y  d a y s  
i n  w h i c h  t o  c o n s i d e r  o t h e r  b i l l s .  I f  t h e  g o v e r n o r  f a i l s  
e i t h e r  t o  s i g n  o r  v e t o  a  b i l l  w i t h i n  t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  
p e r i o d ,  i t  s h a l l  b e c o ~ n c  l a w .  



c )  A b i l l  o r  i t t l l n  of a b i l l  v n t o e d  by  
t h e  gOVcl-rlOr lady ~ I C !  rch(.orls i (11-1-r~d b y  t:llrr I  crji!;l a t u r e .  
I C  t.wu - l i i  I (1 : ;  o f  1 1 1 1 -  I I I V I I I ~ ~ I ~ I ~ ! ;  j 11 I S , ~ I . ) ~  ~ I I J I I ! : I -  vot I >  upon 
I coor~?;  i d ( : ~ . ; ~ C i o n  L u  1);1:;r; t] \c ])i 11 o r  i tc rn ,  i t  s h a  I 1  
become law. 

S e c t i o n  8 :  l m p c l ~ c t ~ n ~ e n t .  'The I c r j i s l ~ r t u r e  
-------. ... 

may i n ~ ~ c i t c i ~ i c ~ ~ e  ~:XC.C~IC~Y~~';~G;~.'-TU~I i c i  a 1  o t  f i c.csrs of 
tllc Conuno~~weal  t l l  s u b  j t ! c - t  to i r n ~ ~ c a c l ~ n i e n  t u n d c r  t h i s  
c o n s t i t u t i o n .  T h e  h o u s e  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  may i n i t i a t e  
impeachmen t  proceeding: :  by  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  t w o -  
t h i r d s  o f  i t s  members a n d  t h e  s e n a t e  may c o n v i c t  a f t e r  
hea; ing  by  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  i t s  
mcntcers. 

S e c t i o n  9~ V a c a n c y .  A v a c a n c y  i n  t h e  l e g i s -  
l a t u r e  s h a l l  b e  f i l l e d  by s p e c i a l  c l c c t i o n  i f  o n e - h a l f  
or more  o f  t h e  tc r rn  r c n ~ a i n s .  I f  lcss  t h a n  o n e - h a l f  o f  
t.hc tcrlrl r c l n a i n s  , t l lo  c ~ o v c l  lior : ; l ~ i l  11 f i 11 t h e  v a c a n c y  
by  a p p o i n t i n g  t h e  u n s u c c e s s f u l  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  t . l~e o f f i c e  
i n  t h e  l a s t  e l e c t i o n  who r e c e i v e d  t h e  l a r g e s t  number o f  
v o t e s  and  i s  w i l l i n g  t:o s c r v c  o r ,  i f  no c a n d i d a t e  i s  
n v a i  laL,l c *  , n (1c.r : i o l l  clu+\ 1 i f i 1 o r  t 11r: 01. f i cr l  f rom t h e  
d i s t r i c t  1.1~1)1-c?:;c.n t r-tl . 

S e c t i o n  1 0 :  Compensation. The  ~ n c . n ~ t ~ c : r s  o f  
t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l - 1 - y e c e r v c n - T E n u a l '  s a l , i r y  11f eigll t .  
t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  and  I -1 -a sonab le  a 1 l o w a n c e s  f o r -  e x p e n s e s  
p r o v i d e d  Ily l a w .  'l'llc z a l a r y  of r l ~ c m l ~ ~ r s  rnay bc c l ~ a n g c d  
110 inore t l l a n  o n c e  c v c r y  f o u r  y e a r s  srld o n l y  ulbon t h e  
r c c o m m e ~ l d a t i o n  o f  a n  a r l v i s o r y  co rnmiss ion  e s t a b l i s h e d  by 
l a w  t o  make r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  
of Commonwealth exc?cut i v e ,  l c g i  s I n t . i v e  and  j u c l i c i a l  
o f f i c e r s .  N o  c h n r ~ g e  i n  t h e  s a l a r y  may b c  made t h a t  
e x c e e d s  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  c h a n g e  i n  a n  a c c e p t e d  c - o n ~ p o s i t e  
p r i c e  i n d e x  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  s i n c e  t h e  l a s t  c h a n g e .  An 
i n c r e a s e  i n  s a l a r y  may n o t  a p p l y  t o  t h e  l e g i s l ~ t u r e  t h a t  
e n a c t e d  i t .  

S c c t  - - - - - - i - . o n  . - - - !I :- O t h e r  Covcr11111c11t Ernpl o y r ~ ~ c n t .  A - -  - 
mcrnber o f  t h e  l c q i s l g t t l r e  may n o t  s e r v e  i n  any  o t l ~ e r  
Commonwealth g o v c r n r n e n t  it i o n  j n c l u d i n g  an -  i n d e p e n d e n t  
b o a r d ,  a g e n c y ,  a u t h o r i t y  or cornrniss ion  e s t a l ~ l i s h c d  b y  
t h i s  C o n s  t i t u t - i  o n  o r  t)y Colnrnnnw~a 1 t \ I  J a w .  

S e c t i o n  1 2 :  trrunur~jty_. A rnc.rnbr>r of tile l e g i s -  -- -.- 
l a t u r e  may n o t  b e  q u c s t  i=d $ n  ally o thc? r  p lace  f o r  a n y  
w r i t t e n  or o r a l  s t a t c r n c r l t  i n  t h r  l & c l i s l r t t u r c ~  a n d  a rncm-  
b c r  of t Icc j j  g l i \ t \ j r r -  lliny ~ l u t  1 ) ~  r : \ ~ l , j e c t  t o  . r r  r c ~ s t :  while 
g o i n g  t o  or c o m i n g  f ro r r~  a r n c c t i n g  o f  the l e g i . r , l a t . u r e  
e x c e p t  f o r  co rnmiss ion  o f  t r e a s o n ,  a  f e l o n y  o r  b r e a c h  o f  
t h e  p e a c e .  

S c c t j o n  1 3  : :;er;sj o n s .  T ~ I P  l r g i s l  a t  l i r e  s h a l l  - - - 
rncct  f o r  ~ ~ ' y i i n i  5: t i  c , r l # ~  1 purpu!;c.s or) t:lle :;ccorlcl t4orrclay 
o f  J a n u a r y  i n  the y e a r  f o l l o w i r ~ g  t h e  r e g u l a r  y c n c r a l  
e l e c t i o n  a t  w h i c h  membel-s o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r c !  n l - e  e l e c t e d  
a n d  s h a l l  be a  c o n t i n u o l ~ s  body  f o r  t h e  t w o  y e a r s  b e t w e e n  
t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  Inp18t ings .  Each h o u s e  s t la1  1 meet  i n  
r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n s  a s  I I r o v i d c d  by it.s r u l e s  of p r - o c e d u r e  
a n d  may b e  c o n v e n e d  a t  o t l i c r  t- irnes by its p r e s i d i n g  
o f f i c e r  or by t h e  g o v e r r ~ o r .  \ h e n  r r ~ e e t i n g  p ~ ~ r - s ~ i a n t . t o  a  



c a l l  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r ,  ttie I c y i s l . 3 t  u r e  s f la1  1 c o n s i d e r  
o n l y  t h o s e  s ~ ~ b j c c t s  d c a s c r i t c . d  i ri I I l r ?  (:a1 1 .  

! ; l u c . t  i o n  1 4  : 01 (.I-III  i i e 1 1 1  , I I I I I  1 , )  o 1 . 8 . 1 1 1 1 t  I , ! ; .  
.- - 

a) Ef i ch  h o u s e  o f  t h e  1 e y i s l a t . u r e  s h a l l  
be t h e  f i n a l  j u d g e  o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n  a n d  q u a l i f i c i a t i o n s  
o f  i t s  rnca~nl~crs  a n d  1 t i c ?  I c f j i s l  ;l t  u r c  rnay v e s t  i n  t h e  
coiirts t l ~ c  j u t -  i : ; r l i  ( - 1  i o n  t o  t l ( . t  c ?  I r r i i  r lc .  (:on1 c:;t c!tl ~ 1 1 : c t r i o n s  
o f  n i c n ~ b e ~ s  . E,.tch 11uu::c may col:q?cl tlic a t  t c n d a n c c  o f  
a b s e n t  member s ,  d i s c i p l i r l e  i t s  member s ,  e x p e l  a  member 
f o r  c o m m i s s i o n  o f  t r e a s o n ,  a f e l o n y ,  b r e a c h  o f  t h e  p e a c e ,  
o r  t r i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  r u l e s  o f  t h a t  h o u s e .  

b )  I:*~c:h h o u s e  o f  t l i r ?  1t:q i s l a t u r c  s h a l l  
c h o o s e  i t s  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  f r o m  among i t s  m e m b e r s ,  
e s t a b l i s h  t h e  c o m m i t t e e s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  tlle c o n d u c t  o f  
i t s  business, a n d  p r o m u l g a t e  ru le : ;  of procedure. E a c h  
1io11sc miiy C O I I I ~ ~ O ~  t h e  i l l  l . c ~ i d , ~ r ~ c : c  i1t1(1 t.cr,l. iniony o f  w i t -  
~ic.!;scs atid tlic ~ ) r o c l i l c t  i.on o f  I ~ o o k s  arid p a p e r s  b e f o r e  t h e  
h o u s e  o r  i t s  co~nrnittc!cs. T h e  l c g j s l a t u r e  s h a l l  k e e p  a  
j o u r n a l  o f  i t s  p r o c c ~ d i n g s  t h ; l t  s l 1 a l 1  br? p u b l i s h e d  f  rorn 
d a y  t o  d a y .  

c:) ' 1 ' 1 1 ~ ~  I I I ~ ~ I ~ I . ~  I I C J ! :  o l  I I I P  1 c . 1 ~  i : ; I , ~ ~ I I I - c  a11d 
ts c o m n i t t c e s  s h a l l  be p u b l i c  excc!pt  t h a t  e a c h  h o u s e  
f t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  or  a l e q i s l a t i v c  c o n u n i t t e e  may m c e t  

i n  e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n  i f  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  t h e ' a f f i r m a t i v e  
v o t e  o f  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t -he  member s  o f  t h e  h o u s e .  F i n a l  
a c t i o n  o n  a n y  legislative m a t t e r  rnay n o t  b e  t a k e n  i n  
e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n .  

S e c t i o n  15-:- C o n d u c t  of Elrrnbers. A member o f  
t h e  l e q j s l a t u r e  who h a s  a  f i n a n c i a l  or p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t  
i n  a b i l l  before t h c  I c g i s l a L \ ~ r c  s t i a l  1 h i s c l o s e  t h a t  
i n t e r e s t  a n d  may n o t  v o t e  o n  the b i l l .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
s h a l l  e n a c t  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  c o d e  of c o n d u c t  f o r  i t s  mern- 
b e r s  t h a t  i n c l u t l e s  a d e f i n i t i o n  of p r o p e r  c o n d u c t  f o r  
m c m b e r s  w i l  h  c o r l f l i c - l  r; o f  i n t  c l t  c!;t titlrl a d c f i r l i t  i o n  o f  
tlic propel. !;cc?l)eb o l  t l ( . l ) , ~  t ct i 11 t l i c  I r . < j  i r; 1 a l . r ~ t  c. 

Sect i o n  1 : Execut i v c  P o w c r .  ' r hc  c:xec:utivc 
p o w e r  of 1 . i ; ~  C ~ ) I I I I I I ~ I ~ W ~ - , I  1 i h  ~113 1 i jjC' vi;!; t (.ad i I I  a cjov(!r n o r  
who s h a l l  be r c ~ s p o n : ; i b l e  f o r  thrr f , 3 i t l 1 f i l l  c .xc.cut ion of 
t h e  l a w s .  

S c c t i c , n  2 :  Qua1 i f icat i o n s  o f  t h e  Govrbrnor .  - . - . - - - - - - - . - - - - - - - - . -. - . . -- -. - 
T h e  g o v e r n o r  s h ' l l l  k)r? c l r la l i  f i c.d t o  vc~f e i n  t h e  Cormon- 
w c a l t h ,  a t  least t-liii-Cy y r 1 a r s  of a q c ,  arid a  r c s i d e n t  a n d  
d o m i c i l i a r y  of t h e  Corr\n~onweal t h  f o r  a t  l e a s t  s e v e n  y e a r s  
i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  d a t e  o n  w h i c h  t h e  g o v e r n o r  
t a k e s  o f f i c e .  A d i f f e r e n t  p e r i o d  o f  r e s i d e n c e  a n d  domi-  
c i l e  may b e  p r o v i d e d  b y  l a w .  No p e r s o n  conv i c : t cd  o f  a 
f e l o n y  i n  t h e  C o ~ n m o n w e a l t h  o r  i n  any a r e a  u n d e r  t h e  j u r i s -  
d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  may b e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h i s  
o f f i c e  u n l e s s  a  f u l l  p a r d o n  h a s  b c c n  g r a n t e d .  

x i i i  



:;cc t i o n  3 : l A i c l u t c ~ r ~ ; i ~ ~ t  ( ;over  lor. 'I ' IIc  l i c u -  . - - . --- - --- - 
t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l - h a v e  t h e  same Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  a s  
r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  g o v e r n o r  a n d  s h a l l  p e r f o r m  
t h o s e  d u t  i cs  s p e c i  f  i c.13 i n t h i  c, arti clc and t h r l r : ~  a s s i ( ~ n c d 1  
t ) y  l lie c l o v c r  1101- o r  1 3 1  ovj rlr-tl I,y 1,rw. ( J l~c~r~c -vc~r  t hc? o f f  i cr! 
ol  1  i aut e r ran t  cjove L-!lor i s  var :ar l t ,  t h e  ~jovc :r  ! lor  s h a l  1 
a p p o i n t  a s u c c e s s o r  wi t -h  t h e  a d v i c e  a n d  c o n s e n t  o f  t.lic 
s c n a t e .  

S e c t  i o n  4 i -. --.;jo_i~t- I:Jcc_t_ion o f  t G e G o v e r n ~ f  
a n d  L i c v t c n a n t  G o v e r n o r .  The  g o v e r n o r  a n d  l r e u t e n a n t  
g o v e r n o r  s h a l l - b e e I e z e d  a t  l a r q e  w i t h i n  t h e  Common- 
wea! th  f o r  a t e r m  o f  0 1 - f i c e  o f  f o u r  y e a r s .  The  g o v e r n o r  
a n d  1 . i e u t e n a n t  govrrnol-  s h a l l  b e  e l e c t e d  j o i n t l y  w i t h  
e i l c h  v o t c r  c a s t i n g  a s i n g l e  v o t e  a p p l i c a b l c  t o  b o t h  
o f  f i c c s .  N o  p e r s o n  nmy be e l e c t e d  g o v e r n o r  more t h a n  
t h r e e  times. 

S e c t i o n  - . - -- 5: -. - C m e n s a t i o n .  The  g o v e r n o r  s h a l ;  ------.- 
I - c c c i v e  a n  a n n t ~ n l  :;a1 a  I-y o f  twr!nt-y 1 - h o t l ~ a n d  d o l l a r s  a n d  
t l l c .  1 i c u l  r1l~iltrl. cjovclt I I O I -  arr ; I I I I I \ I ; ~  1 !:;I la1 y of r!i 11ht:cen 
t I ~ o t ~ s a n c l  clol lars. I3ot.li s h a l l  r c c ~ i v c  r c ~ 7 s o n a b l e  a  1 low- 
ances  f o r  c x p c ~ l s c s  p r o v i d e d  b y  l a w .  Upon t h e  rccornrnen- 
d a t i o n  o f  t h e  a r i v i s o r y  co~nrn i r ; s ion  o n  c o ~ ~ ~ p e r r s a t i o n  
pryovided f o r  b y  a r t i c l e  11, s e c t i o n  1 0 ,  t h e  l ( b ( j i s 1 a t u r e  
may c h a n g e  t h e  s a l a r y  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r  o r  l i e u t c n a n t  
g o v e r n o r .  N e i t h e r  s a l a r y  may b e  c h a n g e d  d u r i n g  a  term o f  
o f f i c e .  

S e c t i o n  6 :  O t h e r  G o v e r n m e n t  Employment. The  -.-- - --  -- - -  - 
q o v c r n o r  or  l i c u t c r ~ a n t  cjovel-lror laay n o t  s e r v e  i n  a n o t h e r  
~o rn rnonwca l th  p o s i t i o n  o; r e c e i v e  c b m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  p e r -  
f o r m a n c e  o f  o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  o r  f r o m  a n y  g o v e r n m e n t a l  body  
e x c e p t  a s  p r o v i d e d  by s e c t i o n  5 .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  
e n a c t  a  c o d e  o f  c o n d u c t  f o r  t h e  g o v e r n o r ,  l i e u t e n a n t  
g o v e r n o r  a n d  h c a d s  o f  executive d e p a r t m e n t s  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  
a r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  d i s c l o s u r e  o f  f i n a n c i a l  o r  p e r s o n a l  
i n t e r e s t s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  p r e v e n t  c o n f l i c t s  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  
t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  o f f  i - c i a 1  d u t i e s .  

S e c t . i o n  - . - - . . -. . - -- 71. S ~ _ c c _ r g ~ ~ ~ - n ~ t ~ o , t J c ~ ~ ~ y e _ r ! ~ ! ~ r . ; h i p .  
I n  c a s e  o f  t h e  r e m o v a l ,  d e a t h  or resignation of  t h e  
g o v e r n o r ,  t h e  l i e u t c n a n t  g o v c r n o r  s h a l l  become g o v e r n o r .  
If t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  yovr . lno r  a n d  l i c u t c ? n a n t  y o v ~ r n o r  a r e  
bot h  v a c a r l t ,  t flc prr*r;i t i c n t  o f  t h e  s c n n t e  s h a l l  b c c o ~ n e  
a c t  i n g  cjovc,.rlc>r. An ; I ( - t  i r ~ c ]  t l r)vrr  rlor wlro ar;s\rrnrs o f f  ice 
w)rt3n 1110l.c t.llilll Olrc:  y1.0 I- r chrrl,r i 1 1 s  i n t l l c  t c?r111 Iflily ~ I ? L  Vt? 

o n l y  u n t i l  a  g o v e r n o r  is c h o s e n  i n  a s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  
p r o v i d e d  b y  l a w .  

a )  Wir-n t h e  y o v c r r r o r  i s  p h y s i c a l l y  
a b s e n t  f rorn t h e  Conm~o~lwea 1 t h ,  t h e  1 i e u t c n a ~ r t  g o v e r n o r  
s h a l l  be a c t i n g  q o v c r r r o r .  I f  t h e  l i e u t p n a n t  g o v e r n o r  
i s  a l s o  a b s e n t  o r  i s  o t h e r w i s e  u n a v a i l a b l e ,  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  
o f f i c e r  of  t h e  s e n a t e  n h a l l  b e  a c t i n g  g o v e r n o r .  

b )  Whcn t h e  g o v e r n o r  i s  u n a b l e  t o  
d i s c h a r . g c .  t h e  d11t i p s  o f  t:hc o f f  i c e  by  rc;l!;c,n o f  ~ , l l y s i c a l  
or r r r c~ i t a l  d i s a b i l i  t y ,  I hc l i ~ u t c n a n t  g o v ~ r ~ ~ o l -  :;ha1 l b e  



a c t i n g  q o v e r n o r .  I f  t h e  l . i c u t . c n ( ~ n t  g o v e r n o r  i s  u n a v a i l -  
nl l ln ,  1 1 1 0  ljrc*!: i 11 i I I ~ I  o f  1 i c . c . r -  01 I l i r -  !:rsrl;lt r! s t l a 1 1  be a c t i n g  
g o v e r n o r .  I f  t h e  l j c r s o n  n e x t  i 1 1  : ; ucces s lo r l  t o  ttlc cjovcrr~or 
h a s  r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n o r  i s  u r . ab l e  t o  d i s -  
c h a r g e  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  o f f i c e ,  t h a t  p e r s o n  s h a l l  f i l e  
a p e t i t i o n  t o  dcc1'1rc a  vacar rcy  w i t h  t h e  Commonwealth 
a p p e a l s  c o u r t  o r  tire U n i t e d  S t a t e s  District  C o u r t  i f  n o  
Commonwealth a p p e a l s  c o u r t  h a s  b e e n  c r e a t e d  u n d e r  a r t i -  
c le  I V ,  s e c t i o n  3 .  The  c o u r t  h a s  o r i g i n a l  a n d  e x c l u s i v e  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  d e t - e r m i n e  a 1 1  q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
d i s a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r  a n d  t i l e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  
v a c a n c y  i n  t h e  0 t ' f i . c ~  o f  yoVdc!rrror. 

S e c t i o n  9 :  E x e c u t i v e  F u n c t i o n s .  

a )  The  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  s u b m i t  t o  t h e  
l e q i s l t 3 t u r e  a p r o p o s e d  a n n u a l  h u d q e t  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w j n g  
f i s c a l  y e a r .  'I'he p r o p o s e d  b u d y c t  s h a l l  d r a s c r i b e  a n t i c i -  
p a t c d  r c v c n u c s  o f  t h e  Commonwealth a n d  rcconuncnd 
e x p e n d i t u r e s  o f  Commonwealth f u n d s .  I n  preparing t h e  
p r o p o s e d  b u d g e t ,  t h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  s u b m i s s i o n s  
made by t h c  m a y o r s  o f  R o t a ,  S a j p a n ,  T i n i a n  a n d  A g u i g u a n ,  
a n d  t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  o f  S a i p a n  a s  t o  t h e  h u d g e t a r y  n!?eds 
o f  t h o s e  i s l a n d s  a n d  by  t h e  c x c c u t i v e  a s s i s t a n t  a p p o i n t e d  
u n d e r  s e c t i o n  1 8  o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e .  The  governor's s u b m j s s i o n  
t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to  t h e  b u d g e t  s h a l l  s t a t e  
t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  b u d g e t a r y  r e q u e s t s  
c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h c s c  s u b l n i s s i o n s  a n d  nray i n c l u d e  recom- 
mended l e g i s l a t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t a x a t i o n .  I f  a  b u d g e t  
i s  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  t h e  g o v e r n o r  may n o t  
r e a l l o c a t e  a p p r o p r i a t e d  f u n d s  e x c e p t l a s  p r o v i d e d  b y  l aw .  
I f  a  b u d g e t  is n o t  a p p r o v e d  b e f o r e  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  o f  t h e  
f i s c a l  y e a r ,  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f o r  g o v e r n m e n t  o p e r a t i o n s  
a n d  o b l i g a t i o n s  s h a l l  b e  a t  t h e  l e v e l  f o r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  
f i s c a l  y e a r .  

b )  T h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  r e p o r t  a t  l e a s t  
a n n u a l l y  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  
Commonwealth a n d  new m e a s u r e s  t h a t  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  or 
d e s i r a b l e .  

C )  The  g o v c ? r n o r  s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  power  t o  
g r a n t  r c p r i c v c s ,  co~runutilt i o r i s  arid p a r d o n s  a f t e r  c o n v i c t i o n  
f o r  o f f e n s e s  a f t e r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  a  b o a r d  of p a r o l e  t o  
b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  l a w .  T h i s  power  s h a l l  n o t  a p p l y  t o  
i m p e a c h m e n t .  

Sect:  i o r i  10  : r.~nc*rrjc-nr:y P!,wvrs_. T h e  g o v e r n o r  
may dc :c lare  a s t a t r ?  d f -  c * l ~ ~ c r g e r l c ~  irr t l re 'c:nr ,e  o f  i n v a s i o n ,  
c i v i l  d i s t u r b a n c e ,  n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r  or o t h e r  c a l a m i t y  
a n d  may m o b i l i z e  a v a i l a b l e  r e s o u r c e s  to  r e s p o n d  t o  t h a t  
e rnc rgcncy .  

S e c t j o n -  111-- -4 t t .orney  G e n e r a l .  T h e  g o v e r n o r  
s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a n  a t  i o r n c y  c n c r a i - w i i K - t . h e  a d v i c e  a n d  
c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  s e n a t e .    he a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  s h a l l  b e  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  l c g a l  a d v i c e  t o  t h e  g o v e r n o r  
a n d  cxc?cut . i  v e  dc:par t r n c n t s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Commonwealth 
i n  a l l  l e g a l  m a t t e r s ,  a n d  p r o s e c u t i n g  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  
Commonwealth l aw .  

S e c t i o n  , 1 2 :  P u b l i c  ~ u d i t o f .  ---- T h e  g o v e r n o r  
s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a  p \ l b l i c  a u c l i t o r  w i t h  t h e  a d v i c e  and c o n -  
s e n t  o f  e a c h  h o u s e  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  T h e  p u b l i c  



a u d i t o r  s h a l l  a u d i t  t t ~ c  r e c e i p t ,  p o s s e s s i o n  a n d  d i s b u r s e -  
m e n t  o f  p u b l i c  f u n d s  b y  t h e  e x e c u t i v e ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  a n d  
j u d i c i a l  b r a n c h e s  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n  i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y  
o f  t h e  Coinmonwcol t h  o r  a n  ac~cnr:y o f  1r~r :a I  y o v ~ r n m c n t  a n d  
s h a l l  1)cr form ott~c!l- c111 t i c~ : ;  ~)r.c,vic!c:(l I,y l f lw .  'I'hc pub1 ic 
a l ~ d i t o r  s h a l l  r e p o r t  1.0. t h e  I c ~ r j i ! ; l a t u l  e slid I t)c? g o v e r n o r  

- a t  l e a s t  o n c e  e v e r y  year  a n d  t h i s  r e p o r t  s l i a l l  bc made 
p u b l i c  p r o m p t l y .  The  p u b l i c  a u d i t o r  may be removed o n l y  
f o r  c a u s e  a n d  b y  t h e  ' i f f i r n a t i v e  v o t e  o f  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  
t h e  m ~ r ? ~ b e r s  o f  c ac t l  h o u s e  o f  tllc 1 c g i : ; l a t u r e .  I n  t h e  
e v e n t  t h a t  t h c r e  i s  a v a c a n c y  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  p u b l i c  
a u d i t o r ,  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  s e n a t e  s h a l l  
a p p r l i n t  a t e m p o r a r y  p u b l i c  a u d i t o r  t o  s e r v e  u n t i l  t h e  
v a c a n c y  i s  f i l l e d .  

S e c t  ion--J3-: D e p a r  t~nr:c.lt_ o f  ~ ' ~ l ~ ~ ~ l t > ~ . ) n _ .  ' rhe  
l e q i s l  a t u r e  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  a d e p a r t n r c n t  o f  e d u c a t i o n  
t h a t  s h a l l  b e  h e a d e d  b y  a s u p e r i L t c n d e n t  of e d u c a t i o n  
a p p o i n t e d  b y  a  r c p r c ? s c n t a t i v c  b o a r d  o f  e d t ~ c a  t i o n .  T h e  
q o v c r n o r  s l i n l  1  np[m i r i  t t h e  rnc.rnhors o f  t h e  boCl rd  o f  
education f o r  a t e t rn  o f  f o u r  y e a r s  wi t11  tlre a c l v i c c  a n d  
c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  s e n a t e .  T h e  b o a r d  o f  c c l u c a t i o n  s h a l l  
f o r m u l a t e  p o l i c y  a n d  e x e r c i s e  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  p u b l i c  
s c h o o l  s y s t e m  t h r o u g h  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t .  T h e  compo- 
s i t i o n  o f  t h e  b o a r d  of e d u c a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  p e r -  
t a i n i n g  t o  its o l ) c ? r a t . i o n s  a ~ l d  clut  ir?s s h a l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  
b y  l a w .  

S e c t i o n  1 4 :  H e a d s  o f  E x e c u t r v e  D e p a r t m e n t s .  - - - - -  ---------- ---- 
E a c h  p r i n c i p a l  d c p a r t n i e n t  s h a l l  b e  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  
o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r  a n d ,  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  by  l a w ,  
s h a l l  b e  h e a d e d  b y  a  s i n g l e  e x e c u t i v e .  T h e  g o v e r n o r  
s h a l l  a p p o i n t  t h e  h e a d s  o f  e x e c u t i v e  d e p a r t m e n t s  w i t h  
t h e  a d v i c e  a n d  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  s e n a t e .  T h e  g o v e r n o r  may 
r e m o v e  t h e  h e a d s  o f  e x e c u t i v e  d e p a r t m e n t s .  T h e  g o v e r n o r  
may a t  a n y  t i m e  r c q u j  r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  w r i t i n g  or o t h e r -  
w i s e  f r o m  t h e  h e a d  o f  a n y  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  
o f f i c e  or a g e n c y  o f  t h e  Commonweal th .  

S c c r . i o n  1 5 :  - - E x e c u t . i v e  B r a n ~ h - ~ - D e p a r t r n e p t s .  
E x c c u t  i v c  anc l l  0 1  f j eels, i~(l~rbc:i c's a n d  i n s t r u m e n t a l i  t i e s  
o f  t l ~ c  C O I I I I I I ~ I I W P ~  1 1 1 1  cjovcr r r l ~ r c ? r l  t a r ~ d  t h c i  r r c s p c c t i v e  
f u n c t i o n s  a n d  d u t i e s  s h a l l  b e  a l l o c a t e d  b y  l a w  among a n d  
w i t h i n  n o t  more t h a n  f i f t e e n  p r i n c i p a l  d e p a r t m e n t s  so a s  
t o  g r o u p  t h c m  so f a r  as practicable a c c o r d i n g  t o  m a j o r  
purposes. R c g u l  i l t o r y ,  q u a s i -  j u d i  c i a 1  a n d  t e m p o r a r y  
a g e n c i e s  n e e d  n o t  b e  a  p a r t  o f  a  p r i n c i p a l  d e p a r t m e n t .  
T h e  f u n c t i o n s  a n d  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  d e p a r t m e n t s  
a n d  o f  o t h e r  a g e n c i e s  o f  t h e  Commonwealth s h a l l  b e  
p r o v i d e d  b y  l a w .  T l ~ c  l c g i s l a t u r c  may r e a l l o c a t e  o f f i c e s ,  
a g e r l c i  c s  a n d  i n s  t r \ ~ ~ n c > n t a  1 i t i c s  ~-~rtlong t .hc  p r i n c i p a l  d e p a r t -  
n i e n t s  a n d  may c l l ange  t h e i r  f u n c t i o n s  a n d  d u t i e s .  The  
g o v e r n o r  may make c h n n g e s  i n  t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  o f f i c c s ,  
a g e n c i e s  a n d  i n s t r u r n c n t a l i t i e s  a n d  i n  t h e i r  f u n c t i o n s  a n d  
d u t i e s  t h a t  a r e  n e c c z s a r y  f o r  e f f i c i e n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  
Tf these c h a n q c s  ; ~ f  f ( - c : t  e x i s t . i n g  l a w ,  t h e y  s l l a l l  b e  s e t  
f o r t h  i n  c x c c u t i v c  or d c r s  w h i c h  ! ; t i a l l  bc s t l l ~ l n i t t e d  t o  
t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  s h a l l  become  e f f e c t i v e  s i x t y  d a y s  
a f t e r  s u b m i s s i o n ,  u n l e s s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  m o d i f i e d  or d i s -  
a p p r o v e d  b y  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  nlernbers o f  e a c h  h o u s e  o f  
t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

x v i  



S e c t i o n  1 6 :  C i v i l  5 c r v i c p .  l 'hc legislature ------- ___ . _^ 

~11,111 p r o v i  tlc fur  n 1 1 0 1 1  - I ) , I I .  1 i ! : . I I ~  , I I I ~ ~  i ~ ~ t l r - , t r - ~ ~ ~ l r * ~ l t  c i v i  1 
s e r v i c e  col runiss ion  w i t h  tlic c l u ~ y  t o  usL ; lb l i r ;h  ,>rid 
a d m i n i s t e r  p e r s o n n e l  p o l i c i e s  f o r  t h e  Commonwcalth 
g o v e r n m e n t .  The  c o m m i s s i o n ' s  a u t l i o r i t y  s h a l l  e x t e n d  t o  
p o s i t i o n s  o t h e r  t h a n  f . l i o se  f i l l c d  1,y r l c c t  i o n  or b y  
a p p o i n t n ~ e n t  of t h e  g o v e r n o r  ir i  t.lic cIr*p;lrt.lnr\rih a n d  
a g e n c i e s  o f  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  a n d  i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a -  
t i v e  s t a f f s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  a n d  j u d i c i a l  b r a n c h e s .  
A p p o i n t m e n t  a n d  promotion w i t h i n  t h e  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  
s h a l l  b e  b a s e d  o n  rncrit a n d  f i t r ~ r ? s s  c lcrnor ls t ra ted  b y  
e x a m i n a t i o n  or by o t l ~ c ? r  cviclc-ncn of c : c ) I I I ~ > ( : ~ ( ~ I ~ c c .  

S e c t i o n  1 7 :  P u b l i c  S c r v i c c s .  

a) The  g o v e r n o r  may d e l e g a t e  t o  a mayor  
e l e c t e d  u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  a r t i c l e  VI., s e c t i o n  2 ,  
r c s p o n s i b i l i  t y  f o r  t t ~ c  e x e c u t i o n  o f  Cornrnonwcalth l a w s  
a n d  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  i s l a n d  
o r  i s l a n d s  i n  w h i c h  t h e  mayor  h a s  b e e n  e l e c t e d .  S e r v i c e s  
b e i n g  p r o v i d c d  o n  a d r ~ c e n t r a l i z c d  b a s i s  i n  R o t a  a n d  
T i n i a n  o n  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  s h a l l  
c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  p r o v i d c d  o n  t h i s  h; l : ; is  u n l c s s  t h e  g o v e r n o r  
p e r s o n a l l y  c e r t i f i e s  a f t e r  p u b i i c  I i c a r i n g  o n  t h e  i s l a n d  
i n v o l v e d  t h a t  s u c h  d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  i s  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  
t h e  e f f i c i e n t  a n d  e c o n o ~ n i c a l  t l c l  ivr-ry  o f  s e r v i c e s .  

b )  P u b l i c  s c r v i c ~ s  o n  R o t a  a n d  T i n i a n  
s h a l l  b e  s u p e r v i s e d  b y  a r e s i d e n t  d e p a r t m e n t  h e a d  i n  
t h e  d e p a r t m e n t s  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  s e r v i c e s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  
h e a d  o f  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  d e p a r t m e n t  w i t h  t h e  a d v i c e  
a n d  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  rncrnbers o f  t h e  l e g i s -  
l a t u r e  f r o m  t l i c  s e n a l . o r i a 1  d i s t r i c t  i n  w h i c h  t h e  r e s i d e n t  
d e p a r t m e n t  h e a d  s h a l l  s e r v e .  T h e s e  a r r a n q c t m e n t s  s h a l l  
a p p l y  t o  t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  o f  S a i p a n  when t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  
o f  t h e s e  i s l a n d s  e x c e e d s  o n e  t h o u s a n d  p e r s o n s .  

C )  P u b l i c  s e r v i c e s  s h a l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  cn 
a n  e q u i t a b l e  b a s i s  t o  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  Commonwealth.  
T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  may r e q u i r e  t h a t  t h e s e  s c r v i c e s  be 
p r o v i d e d  t h r o u g h  d c c c n t r a l i z ~ d  , ~ t l r n i n i s t r a t i v e  a r r a n g e -  
m e n t s .  The  y o v c r n o r  s11a 11  1rl,l kc? arry r ~ c ~ c c s s a r y  recolnmen- 
d n t i o n s  t o  t h e  l e g i s l ; \ t u r e  i n  c>rc'lc?r t o  a c c o n ~ p l  i s h  t h i s  
o b j e c t i v e .  

S e c t i o n  1 8 : > x e c u t i v e  ~ s s i s t a n t  fo_r ~ a r o l i n i a n  
p- 

A f f a i r s .  

a) 'l'l~r yovt8x rlor r;11,1 1 1  ,11>l,uint  a n  e x e c u -  
t i v e  a s s i s t a n t  f o r  C a r o l i n i ' x n  ~ f f i i i r s  who i s  a c c c p t a b l e  
to t h e  Caro l i r l i c i r i  coriirllunity w i t h i n  t11c Colnlnonwcalth. 

b )  'I'tir? cxclcut  i v c  a!;r;i:: t ; i n t  :;i1;111 b e  a 
men~ber  o f  t h e  c jover i lor  ' s  cour rc i  1 crcatc?d u n d e r  a r t i c l e  VI, 
s e c t i o n  5,  a n d  s h a l l  a d v i s e  t h e  yovc-rrlor  o n  m a t t e r s  
a f f e c t i n g  p e r s o n s  o f  C n r o l i n i  a n  clr?sc:c.~lt w i t h i n  t h e  
Commonwealth.  

c )  Tlic: c x c c u t  i v c  a : ; s i s t ; l n t  2;11,311 r c v i c w  
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  p o l i c i e s  t o  a n d  t h e  a v a i l -  
a b i l i t y  a n d  q u a l i t y  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  s e r v i c e s  f o r  p e r s o n s  
o f  C a r o l i n i a n  d e s c e n t  a n d  may r e p o r t  f i n d i n g s  o r  rccom- 
m e n d a t i o n s  o n  t h e s e  m , l t t c r s  t o  t h e  g o v c r n o r .  

x v i  1 
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d) l'lre e x e c u t i v e  a s s i s t a n t  may i n v c s t i -  
o m p l a i n t s  a n d  c o n d u c t  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  r e g a r d i n g  
s a f f e c t i n g  p e r s o n s  o f  C a r o l i n i a n  d e s c e n t .  'The 

e x e c u t i v e  a s s i s t a n t  may r e p o r t  f i n c l i n g s  or recomrnenda- 
t i o n s  o n  thc!;e mi1t.t cbrs t o  t 11e ~ O V P J - n o r .  

e l  The  e x e c u t i v e  a s s i s t a n t  may recommend 
i t e m s  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  a n n u a l  b u d g e t ,  r e v i e w  
t h e  b u d g e t  b e f o r e  i t s  s u b m i s s i o n  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r  t o  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e ,  a n d  recommend amcncllncnts t o  t h e  b u d g e t  
r c l a t i n y  t o  m a t t . c r s  a t ' f e c t i r ~ g  p e r s o n s  o f  C a r o l i n i a n  
d e s c e n t .  

£1 The  e x e c u t i v e  a s s i s t a n t  may a t  a n y  
time r e q u i r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  w r i t i n g  o r  o t h e r w i s e  w i t h  
r e s p e c t  t o  m a t t e r s  a f f e c t i n g  p e r s o n s  o f  C a r o l i n i a n  
d e s c e n t  f r o m  the o f f i c e r s  o f  a n y  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d e p a r t -  
m e n t ,  o f f i c e  o r  a g e n c y  o f  t h e  Commonwealth.  

S e c t  i o n  1 9  : Impcaclimen t . T h e  g o v e r n o r  a n d  --- -- - - -- -, 

l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  a r e  s u 6 ' j G ~ ~  impeac l lmen t  a s  
p r o v i d e d  i n  a r t i c l e  11, s e c t i o n  8 ,  o f  t h i s - C o n s t i t u t i o n  
f o r  t r e a s o n ,  c o m m i s s i o n  o f  a f e l o n y ,  c o r r u p t i o n  or 
n e g l e c t  o f  d u t y .  

AK'I'ICJX IV: JUDICIAL BRANCH 

S e c t i o n  1: J u d i c i a l  Power .  T h e  j u d i c i a l  power  - - - - - - - - - - - - 
o f  t h e  Cornnionwcalth s h a l l  b e  v e s t - e d  i n  a j u d i c i a r y  o f  t h e  
N o r t h e r n  M n r i a n a  I s l c 2 r ~ d s  w h i c h  s h a l l  i n c l i d e  t - h o s e  t r i a l  
arid c tppoa l s  collrts cs t  a b l i s l l c d  by t h e  1 c : g i s l a t u r e  u n d e r  
t h i s  a r t i c l e .  

S e c t i o n  2 :  Commonwealth T r i a l  Cour t . .  T h e  - - -. - - - - - - -. - - - 
l e g i s l a t u r e  s t ~ a l l  e s t a b l i s h  a  Comrnonwcalth t r i a l ' c o u r t .  
T h i s  c o u r t  h a s  or i y i n a l  j u r i s c l i c t i o n  ovr t r  a c t i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  
l a n d  i n  t h e  Comrnonwcalth a n d  o t h e r  c i v i l  a c t i o n s  e x c e p t  
t h o s e  i n  w h i c h  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  m a t t e r  i n  c o n t r o v e r s y  
e x c e e d s  f i v e  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s .  T h e  c o u r t  a l s o  h a s  o r i g i n a l  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  c r i r r i i n a l  a c t i o n s  e x c e p t  t h o s e  i n  w h i c h  
t.he d e f e n d a n t ,  i f  c o r ~ v i c t e d ,  rnay b e  f i r l r d  an amoun t  t h a t  
e x c e e d s  f i v e  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  or i m p r i s o n e d  f o r  a t e r m  
t h a t  e x c e e d s  f i v e  y e a r s .  F o r  a t  l c a s t  f i v e  y c a r s  a f t e r  
t l i c  e s t a b l i s h n l c n t  o f  t  tle c o u r t ,  a c t  j 011s i n v o l v i n g  l a n d  
s l i a l l  be c o r l s i d e r c ~ d  b y  a s p c b c i a l  t l i v j s j o n  o f  t h e  c o u r t .  
~ t .  lcast orrc f  1111.- t i l r l c .  j ~ ~ c l c j c  of tlrr? tour t s h a 1  1  be a s s i g n e d  
t o  R o t a  i i r r c ' l  a t  1 ~ ; 1 s t  c31ie f ~ l l l - t i ~ i ~  j ~ ~ r ' l c ~ ~  o f  tire c o u r t  s h a l l  
l)c* a s s i  qric>d t  o T i  tli d r l .  'I'tlc l ~ q  i r; 1 , ~ t . l ~ r e  I I I , ~ ~  vc-r; t add{  t  i ol1~11 
c i v i l  a n d  c r i m i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  t h e  c o u r t  a f t p r  t h i s  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  h a s  b e e n  i n  e f f r t c t  f o r  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  y c n r s  
01- a t  a n  c ? i i r \ i t - r  d;ltc* i f  n o  U ~ i i t r r l  T, t , i tc*s P i : i t r i c t  C o u r t  
SOI. t l i e  No1.t .111.1 r r  F!,lr-i . I I I , I  J !;l,~rid:; i 5 ,1va3i 1 ;il~l(n 1111c1c?r 
a r t i c l e  l V ,  s e c t i o n  402(b), o f  the C o v e n a n t  t o  e x e r c i s e  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  c a u s v s  n o t  v e s t e d  i n  t h e  Corrur~onwealth 
t r i a l  c o u r t .  

S e c t i o n  3:  Commonwealth A p p c a l s  C o u r t .  T h e  -- - .- - - - -- 
l e g i s l a t u r e  may e s ' t a b l i s h  a  Commonwealth a p p e a l s  c o u r t  



to hear tllose ;11~1>c;lls. from ju(lyt~~c.rlts i~rld orders of the 
Comrnonwcalth trial court as arc rclrjui red  or permitted by 
law af  t.~r t h i  s C~)II!;~ i t . \ ~ t  i(>n l~ij!; l ~ f - r : ~ ~  i 11 taf'it~ct for at 
least five years or at an earlier date if no United States 
District Court for the Northern Mariana 1sltlnds is avail- 
able under article IV, section 402 (c) , of the Covenant to 
hear thcse appcn .1~ .  

Scctiol\ 4 . -A'ipoinL!nc~!~- A I K I  -gg:ll!-f-Lr:at ions - 
The governor shall appoint iudqcs of the Corrunorlwca lth 

a d 

courts with the advick and consent of the senate. The 
tern of office shall be six years and may he increased 
by Law to not more than twelve y c n r s  for judges who 
have served at least one term. A judge shall be at 
least thirty years of 'age, a citizen or national of 
the United States and possess other qualifications 
provided by law. 

Section 5 : Compcris~~tion. 7'he con~pensat ion ----- 
of judges shall be provided by law. The salary of a - - 

judge may not be decreased du;ing a tcrm of ofkice. 

Section - .  . 6 1 S~n:t. i-ons.. ,JucIrjcs arc! subject to 
itrrpcocllrncnt as pr-oviclcd in i lrt  ic l  c 1 1 ,  sect-ion 8 ,  of 
this Constitution for treason, commission of a felony, 
corruption or neglect of duty. The legislature shall 
establish an advisory commission on the judiciary whose 
members include lawyers and representatives of'the 
public. Upon reconunenda tion of the advisory commissi.on, 
the governor may remove, suspend or otherwise sanction 
a judge for illegal or improper ponduct. 

S.ect.iofl 7 : - Limi ---.. -..- .- tratjonn -. - . . .. on - . . . Act.ivit,i-e_s.-of 
Judqcs. A full-f itl~c iudqe laiiv not liold another com- -- 
pensated government p6si<ion br cnyage in the practice 
of law. A judge may not make a direct or indirect 
financial contribution to a political organization or 
candidate, hold an executive office in a political 
organization, participate in a political campaign, or 
become a candidate for elective public office without 
resigning judicial office at least six months before 
becoming a candidate. 

Section 8: Rule-maIf in9  Power. 'The judiciary 
of the Commonwealth may propose rules governing civil - - 

and criminal procedure, judicial ethics, admission to 
and governance of the bar of the Commonwealth, and other 
matters of judicial administration. A proposed rule 
shall bc srlbririt tcd 1)rornpt ly to tlic lcginlatnr& and shall 
become effective sixty days after submission unless dis- 
approved by a majority of the members of either house of 
the legislature. Until rules are established under this 
section, the rules of the High Court of the Trust Terri- 
t.ory of tlic Pi~cif ic 'Islnnc'ls shall apply in the Cornmon- 
wealth courts. 



A L C  V : 1t1~~1'l~I~~L;EN'l'A'l'l  ON LN '1'111: LIN 1 TED S'I'ATES 

z-yetio-m- 2: ~lectio_n - - - - - of - . .  layo or. . The qualified 
voters f r.om Rota, ~ili~j~~n, Tinian a~rd ~&~ic~u,~n, and the 

Section ----- 1 : - Regresent-ativo to the LJni??.$-St;~:c?s, 
A ~-c~>re!:(-rli:fivc to t:t1(. u~i-.~iT-~~'iTcsr;tl;l 1 1. bcr c! ltlc tc?cl LO 
~-c*prcr;e~l t tlic Coln11101lwc:a 1 th in t Ira IJni tccl States and to 
pcrform tlrose related duties providcd by law. The 
governor shall provide a certification of selection 
promptly to the United Statcs Department of St-ate and 
to the representative. 

Section 2: Term of Office. The term of office 
of the representative shall be two years unless it'is 
increased to no more than four years by initiative under 
article IX, section 1. 

Section 3: Qualifications. The representa- 
tive shall be qualified to vote in the Commonwealth, 
a citizen of the United States, at least twenty-five 
years of age, and a resident and domiciliary of the 
Commonwealth for at least seven years im~ncdiately pre- 
ceding the date on which the represcntatjvc takes 
off ice. A dif fcrent pcriod of residence and c'lolnj cile 
may be provided by law. No person convicted of a felony 
in the Conlnlonwealth or in any arca 11ndcr thc j11risdJct ion 
of the Unit-cd Stat.cs may be eligible for this office 
unless a full pardon has been granted. 

Section 4: Annual Reporc. The representative 
shall s u b m i t a ~ ~ ~ - ' ~ r c p o r t  by the second Monday of 
January of each year to the and legislature on 
the representative's official activities during the pre- 
ceding year and matters requiring the attention of the 
government or people of the Commonwcalth. 

Section 5 : -.-CornpefrsaAon. The reprc:;cntat.ive 
shall receive an annual salary and reasonable allowance 
for expenses provided by law. The salary may not be 
changed during a term of office. 

Section - - - . . . - - 6.:  .- V?~?-ncy. In the cvcnt of a vqcancy 
in the oifice of rcprc:ucntative to the United States, 
the governor shall appoint a successor with the advice 
and consent of the lcgjslature. I 

S y c t i o " - Z l  Ilnpcacl~~n~n.t_. .-. Tllc rcpreschntative 
is subject to .i111peact11r1c.6t as provi(l~d in article TI, 
section 8, of this Constitution for treason, co~wnission 
of a felony, corruption or neglect of duty. 

AHTl C 1.E VI : 1,OCAL GOVERIJMEIJT 

Sect ion 1 : J,oca 1 Government . Aq;?ncj c s  of 
---------. 

local government shall be established as provided by 
this article. 



islands north of Saipan shall elect a mayor for each 
island or group of islands. 

a) A mayor shall be qualified to vote in 
the Commonwealth, at least twenty-Five years of age, a 
resident and domici liary of thc? Colnrnonwealth for at 
least: tht-cc* y c n r n  il~~nlc-diat cl y ~~rrcrtl i r~g (.}lo date on which 
the mayor takes office, and shall nlcct othcr qualifica- 
tions provided by law. No person convicted of a felony 
in the Commonwealth or in an area under the jurisdiction 
of the United States may be eligible for this office 
unloss a full pardon has been granted. 

b) A mayor shall be elected at a regular 
general election for a term of office of four years. A 
vacancy in the office of mayor shall be filled by 
special election i'f one-half or more of the term remains 
and otherwise as provided by law. 

Section 3: Responsibilities of Mayor. -- 

a) A mayor shall serve on the governor's 
council cstablishcd under section 5 of this article. 

b) A mayor ohall review the government 
services and appropriations provided by law for the 
island or islands served by the mayor and shall submit to 
the governor findings or reconunendations relating to 
these services or appropriations. 

c) A mayor may investigate complaints 
and conduct public hearings with respect 'to local matters 
and may sllbrnit findings or rccomrncndations to the 
governor. 

d )  A mayor shall recommend items for 
inclusion in the proposed annual budyet, review the 
proposed budget before its submission by the governor 
to the legislature, and recommend arnenclments in the 
proposed budget relating to the island or islands served 
by the mayor. A recommendation relating to the budget 
made by a mayor shall be considered by the governor and 
rejected only for good cause. 

e) A mayor rnay promulgate regulations on 
local matters as provided by law. 

f) A mayor may expend for local public 
purposes the revenues raised by local taxes that are 
designated by law for those purposes after the expendi- 
tures are authorized by the legislature or by the affirm- 
ative vote of a majority of the members of the legislature 
representing the island or islands served by a mayor. 

I 

g) A rnayor may appoint, supervise and 
remove those employees as are provided by law to assist 
in the performance of mayoral responsibilities. 

h) A mayor shall pcrform other responsi- 
bilities provided by law. 



Section 4: Compensation. A mayor shall ------- -.-- - 
receive an annual salary and reasonable allowance for 
expenses p r o v i c i ~ d  by law. The salary of a mayor may not 
be decrciis(2d during a term of office. Salaries and 
expcnscs Cor nssistir~rts to a mayor shall be provided by 
law. 

Section 5: Governor's Council. The mayorg 
elected under section 2 and the executiTe assistant 
appointed under article 111, section 18, shall be mem- 
bers of a governor's council that shall advise the 
governor on local matters. The governor shall preside 
over the council which shall meet at least four times 
each year to consider matters concerning the relation- 
ship between the Commonwealth and its separate islands. 

Section 6: Other Agencies of Local Government. 

a) The chartered municipality form of 
local govcrnrnent shall cease to exist on the effective 
date of this Constitution. J.,ocal taxes paid to the 
chartered municipal governments on Rota, Saipan and 
Tinian shall remain in effect until otherwise'prov5.ded 
by law and may be cxpezded for local public purpcscs on 
the island or islantls producing tho!;e revenues if 
authorized by the lcgislaturc or by the affirmative 
vote of a majority of the members of the legislature 
from thc applicable senatorial district. Ordinances 
and other regulations enacted by municipal councils on 
Rota, Saipan and Tinian that are consistent with this 
Constitution shall rclnain in ef f ~ c t  until superseded by 
Commonwealth law or local ordinances or regulations 
enscted under this Constitution. 

b) No additional agency of local govern- 
ment may be established for at least five years from the 
effective date of this Constitution, after which the 
legislature may establish agencies of local gcvernment 
in place of or in addition to the agencies provided for 
in this article with pc>wcrs, clcctcd officials and 
financing as provitl~d by law. Ay~r~cics of local govern- 
ment rnay nut be crcat.t~c1 for (jeographi.ca1 units smaller 
than an individual island. New agencies of local govern- 
ment may not be established without the affirmative vote , 

of two-thirds of the persons qualified to vote from the 
island or islands t-o be served by the proposed agency of 
local qovc?r nrnent . 

Syction--l: Qu_al-ificat ions of Voters. A 
person is eliqible to vote who. on the date of the 
election, is eighteen years of age or older, is domiciled 
in the Commonwealth, is a resident of the commonwealth 
and has resided in the Commonwealth for a pericd of time 
provided by law, is not serving a sentcnce for a felony, 
has not been found by a court to be of unsound mind, and 



is either a citizen or national of tt~c Uni. t d  States. 
'rllc legislature 111ay tr:cluirc t : l l c l t  pc!rr;orrs c 'icjible to 
vote be citizens of Lhe United States. 

Section -.--.-- - 2: - .. Prohibit .. ion r,f I_! i . t -~~-acy Rl?cprj_rcZ 
mcnt. A iutr!;oll ~nay I\(>\ t j t *  ( ~ I - > I I ~  ;-(I 1 )I(: I. i t j l ~ t -  I o vat c 
bcc:;rusc! tl~,~t pr*r::on i!:  1111,1l,lc? I.o ~-c lnd  or w r i 1 . e .  

Section 3: Uomicile and Rcsidcnce. Thc 
legislature shall implement section 1 by crovidinq the 
criteria by which domicile and residcncc shall be- 
determined for voting purposes and specifying the length 
of rzsidence within the Commonwealth that shall be 
required. 

ARTICLE VIII: ELECTIONS 

Section 1: R_~._g~~lar c;t?~~ci-al I.:l(~ctiun. The - - -. ---- - .- -..- - ---- 
reclular q e n c r a l  elect ion of thc Con~lnor~wcalth shall he 
held on the first Sunday in November. 

Section 2: Other Elections. Other elections 
may be held as provided by law. 

Section ?;---Fleet ion --- Procedures. - - ,The legis- 
lature may provide tor the registration of voters, 
nomination of candidates, absentcc voting, secrecy in 
voting, administration of elections, resolution of 
election contests, and other matters with respect to 
election procedures. 

Section 4: Taking Office After Elections. ------ --- - .---- 
Officers electcd at the rcgul ar clenoral clectj on shall 
take office on the second Monday-of January of the 
year following the year in which the election was held. 

ARTICLE I X: 1 N l ' l ' l  A'I'IVE, 13EFERENUUM A N D  I~ECAIIL 

Section 1: Initiative. The pcople rnay enact ---------- 
laws by initiative. 

a) An initiative petition shall contain 
the full text of the proposed Iiw. If the petition 
proposes a general law for the Commonwealth, the petitjon 
shall be signed by at least twenty percent of the persons 
qualified to vote in khe Commonwealth. If the petition 
proposes a local law that affects only one senatorial 
district, the petition shall be signed by at least twenty 
percent of the persons from the senatorial district who 
are qualified to vote. 

xxiii 



1,) Arr ir~lti;lti.vc 1)etltiorl !;I1~111 bc filed 
with the attorney general for certification that the 
requirements of section l(a) have bccn met. 

C) A11 i1ritiat.j~~ p~lif:i.~,r1 c ~ r t i f i ~ d  by 
the attorney gencral slrall be submitted to the voters at 
the next regular general election that is held at least 
ninety days from the date the petition has been certified. 

d) An initiative petition tlrat proposes 
a general law for the Co~~unonwealth shall become law if 
approved by two-thirds of the votes cast by persons 
qualified to vote in the Commonwealth. An initiative 
petition that proposes a local law shall become law if 
approved by two-thirds of the persons from the senatorial 
district who are qualified to vote. An initiative peti- 
tion that has been approved by the voters shall take 
effect thirty days after the date of the election unless 
the pctition provides otl~crwisc. 

Section 2 2 Rsf crcnd~!!!. '1'11~ prmplr may reject 
laws by rcCerendum. 

a) A referendum petit-ion shall contain 
the full text of the law sought to bc rejected. If the 
law is a gencral law for the Corn~nonwealth, the petition 
shall be signed by at least twenty percent of tbe persons 
qualified to vote in the Commonwealth. If the law is a 
local law that affects only one senatorial,district, the 
petition shall be signed by at least twenty percent of 
the pcrsons from the senatorial district who are qualified 
to vote. 

b) A rcfcrendum petition shall be filed 
with the attorney gencral for certification that the 
requirements of section 2(a) have been met. 

C) A rcfcbrendum petition certified by 
the attorncy general shall be submitted to t.hc voters at 
the next regular y c n c r . n l  clcction l.hat is held at least 
thirty day:: f'rorn the c l . ~ t - r -  ttlr 1,etj t ion 11;is b c - c n  certified. 

d) A rcfr~rcnduln petition corrccrnjng a 
general law for the Cornnlonwealth shall take effect if 
approved by a majority o f  the votes cast by persons qunli- 
fied to vote in t.hc Ccsnrn~onwealth. A referendum petition 
concc*r-ning .local lil~ 5)1811 ti~k~? feet if approved by a 
majority of the votes cast by.persons from the senatorial 
district who are qualified to vote. A law that is the 
subject of an approved petition shall become void and be 
repealed thirty days after the date of the election 
unless the petition provides otherwise. 

Section 3 :  Recall. Elected public officials 
are subject to recall by the voters of the Commonwealth 
or of the island, islands or district from which elected. 

a) A recall petition shall identify the 
public official sought to be recalled by name and office, 
state the grounds for recall, and be signed by at least 
forty percent of t.he pcrsons qualified to vote for the 
off ice occupied by the pt~blic official. 



1 ) )  A t ~ c 0 1  1 ll(?t- i t i o r ~  !itla11 lx f i l ~ d  with 
the at: torncy r r c . ~ ~ c ~ r , i  1 for cc81 t i f i c-;I!. i r)n t llat 1 llc rccluirc- 
ments of section 3 (a) have bccrl rnct. 

C) A recall pctit.ion certified by the 
attorney ycneral shall bc s\~lmit.tccl to the voters at the 
n e x t  rc-cjrrlnr cjt.~ll*ri\l cl~*c-t i OII 1 1 1 1  ~I-I;!; ! ; [ )c !c in l  clcctions 
are provided by law lor t l l is  p\lr ~)o:;c?. 

dl A recall petition shall take effect 
thirty days after the date of the election if approved 
by two-thirds of the persons qualified to vote for the 
office involved. 

e) A recall petition may not be filed 
against a public official more than once in any year or 
during thc first six Inontlls of a tcrm in off ice. 

AIt'I' 1 CIJE X : TIIXA'I' LON A NI) IJUJ31,1C F1 NANCE 

Section 1: Public Purpose. A tax may not be 
levied and an appropriation of public money may not be 
made, directly or indirectly, except for a public pur- 
pose. 

Section 2--:- Report on Tax Exc?mptions. Every - .-a-. - 

five years the governor shall rcport to the legislature 
on the social, fiscal and economic impact of tax exemp- 
tions provided by law. The report may include recom- 
mendations by the governor on tax exemption policy or 
laws. 

s_c?Li?n--L: - -fibl!-c-_9ebt _~utl_lor_i_z_a_!io_ff- Public 
debt mav not be authorized or incurred without the 
af firmative vote of two-thirds of the members in each 
house of the legislature. 

Sctct - - - - i o n  . . . - ?  : A Put11 i c !I~;t,~-~,j.rningt_i 02. Public 
indebl_c?drless othcr I.han bollcis or other obligations of 
the government payable solely from the revenues derived 
from a public improvement or undertaking may not be 
authorized in excess of tcn percent of the aggregate 
assessed valuation of the rcal property within the Common- 
wealth. Public indebtedness may not be authorized for 
operating expenses of the Commonwealth government or its 
political subdivisions. 



S e c t i o n  1: P u b l i c  Lands .  The l a n d s  a s  t o  ' 

w h i c h  r i g h t ,  t i t l e  o r  i n t e r e s t  h a v e  b e e n  o r  h e r e a f t e r  
a r e  t r n n s f e r r c d  f r o m  t h e  T r u s t  T e r r i t o r y  o f  t h e  P a c i f i c  
I s l a n d s  t o  a n y  l c q a l  e n t i t y  i n  t h e  Commonwealth u n d e r  
S e c r e t a r i a l  O r d e r  2 9 6 9  p r o m u l g a t e d  by t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  o n  December 2 6 ,  1 9 7 4 ,  t h e  l a n d s  
a s  t o  w h i c h  r i g h t ,  t i t l e  or i n t e r e s t  h a v e  b e e n  v e s t e d  
i n  t h e  R e s i d e n t  Commiss ione r  u n d e r  S e c r e t a r i a l  O r d e r  2989 
p r o m u l g a t e d  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e .  ' 
interior o n  March  24,  1 9 7 6 ,  t h e  l a n d s  as  t o  w h i c h ' r i g h t ,  
t i t l e  or i n t e r e s t  h a v e  b e e n  or h e r e a f t e r  are t r a n s f . e r r e d  
t o  o r  b y  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a  I s l a n d s  
u n d e r  a r t i c l e  V I I I  o f  t h e  C o v e n a n t ,  a n d  t h e  s u b m e r g e d  
l a n d s  o f f  t h e  c o a s t  o f  t h e  Commonwealth t o  w h i c h  t h e  
Commonwealth now or h e r e a f t e r  may h a v e  a c l a i m  o f  owner-  
s h i p  u n d e r  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  law a r e  p u b l i c  l a n d s  a n d  b e l o n g  
c o l l e c t i v e l y  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  Commonwealth who a r e  
o f  N o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a s  d e s c e n t .  

S e c t i o n  2 :  Submerged Lands .  The management  
a n d  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  submerged  l a n d s  o f f  t h e  coast o f  t h e  
~ o m m o n w e a l t h  s h a l l  be a s  p r o v i d e d  b y  law.  

S e c t i o n  3: S u r f a c e  Lands .  T h e  management  a n d  
d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s  e x c e p t  t h o s e  p r o v i d e d  f o r  b y  
s e c t i o n  2 s h a l l  b e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  M a r i a n a s  
P u b l i c  Land C o r p o r a t i o n .  

' ,  

S e c t i o n  4:  M a r i a n a s  P u b l i c  ~ a n d 2 o r p o r a t i o n ;  
T h e r e  i s  h e r e b y  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  M a r i a n a s  ~ u b l ? l c  Land 
C o r p o r a t i o n .  

a )  The c o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  h a v e  n i n e  ' 

directors a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  g o v e r n o r  w i t h  t h e  a d v i c e  a n d  
c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  s e n a t e  who s h a l l  d i rect  t h e  a f f a i r s  of 
t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  
Commonwealth who a r e  o f  N o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a s  d e s c e n t .  . 

b )  Two d i r e c t o r s  s h a l l  be r e s i d e n t s  o f  
S a i p a n ,  t w o  s h a l l  b e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  Rota, t w o  s h a l l  b e  
r e s i d e n t s  o f  T i n i a n ,  o n e  s h a l l  b e  a  r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  
i s l a n d s  n o r t h  o f  S a i p a n  a n d  o n e  s h a l l  b e  a p e r s o n  o f  
C a r o l i n i a n  d e s c e n t .  Each  director s h a l l  b e  a c i t i z e n  O r  
n a t i o n a l  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  a  r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Common- 
w e a l t h  f o r  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  
d a t e  o n  w h i c h  t h e  d i r e c t o r  t a k e s  o f f i c e ,  a p e r s o n  who 
h a s  n o t  b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  o f  a  crime c a r r y i n g  a maximum 
s e n t e n c e  o f  i m p r i s o n l n e n t  o f  more  t h a n  s i x  m o n t h s ,  a 
p e r s o n  who i s  a b l e  t o  s p e a k  Chamor ro  o r  C a r o l i n i a n  a n d  
a p e r s o n  o f  N o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a s  d e s c e n t .  

c)  The d i r e c t o r s  s h a l l  s e r v e  a t e r m  o f  
s i x  y e a r s  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h r e e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  n i n e  directors 
a p p o i n t e d  s h a l l  s e r v e  a term o f  two y e a r s  a n d  t h r e e  
s h a l l  s e r v e  a t e r m  o f  f o u r  y e a r s .  A p e r s o n  may n o t  
s e r v e  more t h a n  o n e  term a s  d i r e c t o r .  

d) The c o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  p o w e r s  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  a c o r p o r a t i o n  u n d e r  Comrnonwr?alth law a n d  



shall act only by the affirmative vote of the majority 
of the nine directors. 

e) Tha directors shall make an annual 
written report to thc people of tllc Commonwealth 
describing the monagc:lncnt of the p~iblic lands ,lnd the 
nature and effect of transfers of intcrests in public 
land made during the preceding year and disclosing the 
interests of the directors in Commonwealth land. 

f) After this Constitution has been in 
effect for at least ten years, the corporation may be 
disLolved and its functions may be transferred to the 
executive branch of government by the affirmative vote 
of two-thirds of the members in each house of the legis- 
lature. 

Section 5: Fundamental Policies. The 
Marianas ~iblic Land Corporation shall follow certain 
fundamental policies in the performance of its respon- 
sibilities. 

a) The corporation shall make available 
some portion of the public lclrlds for a homestead program. 
A person is not eligible for nore than one agricult.ura1 
and one village homestead. A person may not receive a 
freehold interest in a homestead for three ycars after 
the grant of a homestead and may not transfer a freehold 
interest in a homestead for ten years after receipt 
except that these requirements are waived for persoQs 
who have established a continuous use of public lands 
for at least fifteen years as of the effective date of 
this Constitution. At any tirne after receiving the 
freehold interest, the grantee may mortgage the land 
provided that all funds received from the mortgagee be 
devoted to the improvement of the land. Other require- 
ments relating to the homestead program shall be 
provided by law. 

b) The corporation may not transfer a 
freehold interest in. public lands for ten years after 
the effective date of this Constitution except for 
homesteads as provided under section 5(a). 

c )  The corporation may not transfer a 
leasehold interest in public lands that exceeds twenty- 
five years including renewal rights. An extension of 
not more than fifteen years may be given upon approval 
by three-fourths of the members of the legislature. 

d) The corporation may not transfer an 
interest in more than five hectares of public land for 
use for commercial purposes without approval by a 
majority of the members of the legislature. 

e) The corporation may not transfer an 
interest in public lands located within one hundred 
fifty feet of the high water mark of a sandy beach. 

f) The corporation shall adopt a com- 
prehensive land use plan with respect to the public 
lands including priority of uses and may amend the plan 
as appropriate. 



g )  'rtlc corporation o h a l l  r c c r ? i v e  a l l  
moneys f r o m  t h e  p u b l i c  l a n d s  a n d  s h a l l  t r a n s f e r  t h e s e  
moneys p r o m p t l y  t o  t h e  M a r i a n a s  P u b l i c  Land T r u s t  
e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  may r e t a i n  t h e  amount n e c c s -  
s a r y  t o  meet r c a s o n a l > l e  expcnsc l s  o f  administration. 

S e c t i o n  6 :  M a r i a n a s  P u b l i c  1,and T r u s t .  T h e r e  - - - -  - - - -  - - - -  
is  h e r e b y  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  M a r i a n a s  P u b l i c  Land T r u s t .  

a )  T h e  t r u s t  s h a l l  h a v e  t h r e e  t r u s t e e s  
a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  g o v e r n o r  w i t h  t h e  a d v i c e  a n d  c o n s e n t  
o f  t h e  s e n a t e .  

b )  T h e  t r u s t e e s  s h a l l  make r e a s o n a b l e ,  
c a r e f u l  a n d  p r u d e n t  i n v e s t m e n t s .  F o r  t e n  y e a r s  a f t e r  
t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  i n v e s t m e n t s  may 
n o t  be made e x c e p t  i n  o b l i g a t i o n s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  a s  p r o v i d e d  b y  s e c t i o n  6 ( c ) .  

C )  I f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a u t h o r i z e s  a  
M a r i a n a s  d a v c l o p r n c n t  b a n k  a n d  p r o v j d c s  t h a t  a l l  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  e c o n o m i c  a s s i s t  a n c c  f o r  ecollolnic d e v c l o p m c n t  
l o a n s  p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  a r t i c l e  VII, s e c t i o n  7 0 2  (c)  , o f  
t h e  C o v e n a n t  s h a l l  b e  d e p o s i t e d  a s  c a p i t a l  i n  t h a t  b a n k ,  
t h e  t r u s t  s h a l l  u s e  u p  t o  f i f t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  o f  i ts  
r e c e i p t s  i n  a  y e a r  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  t o t a l  c a p i t a l  a v a i l -  
a b l e  t o  tho b a n k  t o  t h e  sum o f  t e n  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  
A f t e r  t h e  b a n k  h a s  m o r e  t h a n  t e n  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  i n  
t o t a l  c a p i t a l ,  t h e  b a n k  s h a l l  p a y  t h e  e x c e s s  a b o v e  t e n  
m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  t o  t h e  t r u s t  u n t i l  t h e  t r u s t  h a s  been 
f u l l y  r e p a i d  f o r  i t s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  t h e  b a n k .  

d )  T h e  t r u s t e e s  s h a l l  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  
i n t e n t i o n  o f  a r t i c l e  VIII, s e c t i o n  8 0 3 ( e ) ,  o f  t h e  
Covenan t  b y  u s i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o n  t h e  amount  r e c e i v e d  
f o r  t h e  l e a s e  o f  p r o p e r t y  a t  T a n a p a g  H a r b o r  f o r  t h e  
d c v e l o p m c n t  a n d  rna i r~t .cbnancc o f  n mclnor i a l  p a r k .  T h e  
t r u s t e e s  s h a l l  t r a n s f e r  to  t h e  g e n e r a l  r e v e n u e s  o f  t h e  
Commonwealth t h e  r e m a i n i n g  i n t e r c s t  a c c r u e d  o n  t h e  t r u s t  
p r o c e e d s  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  t r u s t e e s  may r e t a i n  t h e  amoun t  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  m e e t  r e a s o n a b l e  e x p e n s e s  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

e )  T h e  tr11st.ecs s h a l l  makc an  a n n u a l  
w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h c  <:ommonwealth 
a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  t h e  l c v c n u c s  r e c c i v c d  a n d  e x p e n s e s  
i n c u r r e d  b y  t h e  t r u s t  a n d  describing t h e  i n v e s t m e n t s  
a n d  o t h e r  t r a n s a c t i o n s  authorized by t h e  t r u s t e e s .  

f )  Thc  t r u s t c e s  s h a l l  bc h e l d  t o  s t r i c t  
s t a n d a r d s  o f  f i d u c i a r y  c a r e .  

x x v i i i  



A l l  I 1 I : 1~ l :S ' I ' l~  [C'l'l ONS ON 
AIIIENATION OF I J N D  

St~tion 1 : A 1  i ~ n ; ~  1 on-O-f- I . ? I I ! ~ .  ' I ' I I ~ !  c ~ c y ~ ~ i -  
sit ion of i ;6CmiGi i t ' - ;11Id  1;6Kj'-t12rln ~ntcrcs ts in real 
property within the Commonwealth shall be restricted to 
persons of Northern Marianas descent. 

Section 2: Acquisition. The term acquisition 
used in section 1 includes acquisition by sale, lease, 
gift, inheritance or other means. A transfer to a spouse 
by inheritance is not an acquisition under this section. 
A transfer to a mortgagee by means of a foreclosure on 
a mortgage is not an acquisition under this section if 
the mortgagee does not hold the permanent or long-term 
interest in real property for more than five years. 

Section 3: Permanent and Long-Term Interests ----- 
in Real P r o p c z y .  'l'hc--term P C ~ I I I ~ ~ I ~ P I ~ ~  and long-term 
l n c r c s t s n  rcil pr-opc!rty usc?d in section 1 includes 
freehold interests and leasehold interests of more than 
forty years including renewal rights. 

Section 4: Persons of Northern Marianas 
Descent. A person of Northern Marianas descent is a 
person who is a citizen or national of the United States 
and who is of at least one-quarter Northern Marianas 
Chamorro or Northern Marianas Carolinian blood or a 
combination thereof or an adopted child of a pcrson of 
Northern Marianas descent if adoptcd while under the age 
of eighteen years. For purposes of determining Northern 
Marianas descent, a person shall be considered to be a 
full-blooded Northern Marianas Chamorro or Northern 
Marianas Carolinian if that person was born or domiciled 
in the Northern Mariana Islands by 1950 and was a citizen 
of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands before the 
termination of the Trusteeship with respect to the Common- 
wealth. 

Section 5 : Srporat io?~. A corporation shall 
be considered to be a person of Northern Marianas descent 
so 
its 
dir 

long as it is incorporated in the Commonwealth, has 
principal place of business in the Comrnonwcalth, has 

,ectors at least fifty-one perccnt of whom are persons 
of Northern Marianas dcscent and has voting shares at 
least fifty-one perccnt of which are owned by persons of 
Northern Marianas descent as defined by section 4. 

S?f_t_ion-,$-: Enforccn~rnt. Any trcjnsac.: t ion made 
in vio1atir)n of :;cDction .l-<f<> 1 i fir? v o i d  ;\b ini t io. When- 
e v e r  a corpora t ion c r a s c s  to be cjt~a 1 i f ic:d under section 5 ,  
a permanent or long-term interest in land in the Common- 
wealth acquired by the corporation after the effective 
date of this Constitution shall be forfeited to the 
government. 



Section 1: Eminent Domain Power. The Common- -- 
wealth may exercise t.hc power of eminent domain as 
provided by law to acquire private property necessary for 
the accomplishnrent of a public purpose. 

Section 2: Limitations. Private property may --- 
not be taken without just conrpensation. Private land 
mily be takcn only if rro suitable public land is available 
for. the accon\pliskrrrrcrr t of tlrc pub1 ic purl>osc. 

ARTICLE XIV: NATURAL RESOUI<CES 

Section 1:- .,.Marine R_c.o-u~_"~. The marine 
resources in waters off the coast of t:hc Commonwealth 
over which the Cornmonwcalth now or hereafter niay have 
any jurisdiction under United States law shall be managed, 
controlled, protected and preserved by the legislature 
for the benefit of the people. 

Section 2: Uninhabited Islands. The island 
of Managaha shall be maintained as an uninhabited 
place and used only for cultural and recreational pur- 
poses. The islands of Sariguan and Mauq and other 
is1;tnds ripr?c.if ied by l,lw s l 1 ~ 1 1 1  he 1nnint;linrd as uninhab- 
ited places and usc!d only for the prc?scrvation of bird, 
fish, wildlife and plant species except that the legis- 
lature may substitute in place of Sariquan another island 
as well suited for that purpose. 

Section 3: Places and Things of Cultural and 
Historical Significance. Places of importance to the 
culture, traditions andhhistory of the people of the 
Northern Mariana Islands shall-be protected and preserved 
and public acccss to these places shall be maintained as 
provided by law. Artifacts and other things of cultural 
or historical significance shall be protected, preserved 
and maintained in the Commonwealth as provided by law. 

AH'I'JCLE XV: EDIJCA'rJ ON 

a) Evcry person in the Northern Mariana 
I:;la3nds shall have t-hc right to free, compulsory and 
public elcrncrl tary and secondary ccluca t ion within age and 
educational levels provided by law. 

b) Th(?re shall be higher education and 
adult etlucation within the Northern Mariana Islands con- 
sistent with the nccds and resources of the pt?ople as 
provided by law. 

XXX 



AR'l'ICLE XVI: CORl'OJlA'I'IONS 

Section 1: Corporations. No private business 
corporation shall be organized and no existing corporate 
charter shall be cxtcndcd or amcndcd except by general 
laws. 

ARl'ICLBE XVII : OAIL'\l OF O F F I C E  

Section 1: Oath of Office. ~ l l  mcmbcrs of the ------- 
legislature and officers and employees of the Commonwealth 
and its political subdivisions taking office shall take 
and subscribe to the following oath or affirmation: 

I do solcmnly affirm (or swear) that 
I wi 11 support and dcfcnd the Consti- 
tution ilnd laws of thc ~um~~or~wccllth 
of the Northern Mariana Islands, the 
Covenant To Establish a Commonwealth 
of the Northern Mariana Islands in 
Political Union with the United States 
of America, the applicable provisions 
of the Constitution, laws and treaties 
of the United states of America, and 
that I will faithfully discharge my 
duties to the best of my ability (so 
help nlc God) . 

AR'I'ICLE XVI I I : CONSTITIJ'I'IONAL AMENDMENT 

Section 1: Proposal of Amendments. Amend- 
ments to this constitution may be proposed by consti- 
tutional convention, legislative initiative or popular 
initiative. 

Section 2: Constitutional Convention. 

a) The legislature, by the affirmative 
vote of a majority of the members of each house, may 
submit to the voters the question, "Shall there be a 
constitutional convention to propose d~ncndrnents to the 
Constitution?" Thc lrqisl a t u r c ,  or t \ ,c  governor in the 
cvcnt the legislature fails to act, shall submit this 
question to the voters at a rcgular general election no 
later than seven years after the effective date of this 
Constitution and as provided by law. An act of the 
legislature under this subsection may not be vetoed by 
the governor. 

b) An initiative petition may submit to 
the voters the question, "Shall there be a constitutional 



cc,rlven L i u n  Lo p~-ul )or ;c  s n ~ c n d n ~ c n t s  t o  t h e  c o n s  ti t u t i o n ? "  
T h e  p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  b e  s i g n e d  by a t  l e a s t  t w e n t y - f i v e  
p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  1Jr:rsons q u a l i f i e d  t o  v o t e  i n  t h e  Common- 
wc-,l 1  t h  o r  by , ~ t  l(!ast .  s c v c ~ n t y - f  ivr! prr ccDnt  o f  t h e  p e r s o n s  
c l 1 1 . 1  L i  f i t-rl t o  \ J c > L l *  i r ~  i1 :;cbrr;~t.or i , l l  ( l i s t  I i c t .  An i n i t i a -  
t . i v c  p c ~ t i t . i o 1 1  :;hill]. i)c f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  ; l L t o t n c y  g c n c r a l  
f o r  c e r l . i f i c , l t  i o r ~  t h a t  t h e  r c r lu i r : cn~cn t s  o f  t h i s  s u b -  
: ; c \ c t . i o ~ ~  h a v e  htrerl r n t ? t .  An i n i t i a t i v e  petition c e r t i f i e d  
11y t hc a1 t ot.tlc.y q c n e r a  1 s l l ~  11 b c  s u t ~ ~ n i  t. t.c.d t o  t h e  v o t e r s  
,-it t h e  n e x t  r c - g u l a r  g c n e r a l  ~? lcc : t . ion  t h a t :  is h c l d  a t  
] c a s t  t h i r t y  d a y s  f r o m  t h e  d a t e  t h e  petition h a s  b c e n  
c c r t i f  i e d .  

c) I f  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h e  v o t e s  c a s t  a r e  
a £  f i . r m , l t i v c  o n  t h e  c l u c s t i o n  o f  l i o l d i n c ~  a  c o n v e n t i o n ,  t h e  
l c g i s l a t u r c  s l ~ i l l l  cor1vc:ne a  c o n v e n t i o n  p r o m p t l y .  

d ?  The n u n b e r  o f  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  conven-  
t i o n  s h a l l  b e  e q u a l  t o  t h e  number o f  members o f  t h e  l e g i s -  
I , I  1 .u re .  'I'hc clc lc.qi1 t . e s  t o  t h e  c o r ~ v c n t i  o n  s h a l l  b e  e l e c t e d  
o n  a n o n p d r t i s a n  h s i s .  

Sc?-x,t-_i?n-2 : T 1 ~ _ C ' ~ i s l a t i v e  - -. I n i t -  - i a t i v e .  .-- T h e  l e g i s -  
l a t u r c ?  by  t h c  a f  f i r r n i l t i v e  v o t e  o f  t h r c > c - f o u r t h s  o f  t h e  
n \ c % ~ ~ \ l ~ c r s  of e a c h  hot lsc  \ ) r c r , c n t  a n d  v o t i n g  may p r o p o s e  
,~~ncr\ t lrnc?nts t o  t h i s  C o r l s t i t u t i o n .  A pro1 ,osed  amendnlent 
mz;* n o t  e m b r a c e  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  o f  more  t h a n  o n e  a r t i c l e  
of t h i s  C o n s t i t - u L i o n .  An a c t  o f  t h e  l c y i s l a t u r e  u n d e r  t h i s  
sect  i o n  may n o t  h e  v e t o e d  by t h e  govc:l.nor. 

Sect.!-OII 4 :  P o p u l a r  I n i t i a t i v e : .  

I a )  The p e o p l e  may p r o p o s e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
amendmen t s  by i n i t i a t i v e .  An i n i t i a t i v e  p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  
c o n t a i n  t h e  f u l l  t e x t  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  amendment .  T h e  
~ ~ ~ t i t : i o n  s h a l l  b e  signcd b y  a t  l e a s t  f i f t y  p e r c e n t  of t h e  
[" \ I -sons  q u a l i f i e d  t o  v o t e  i n  t h e  Colnmonwcalth a n d  a t  l e a s t  
twenty-five p e l c e n t  o f  t h e  p e r s o n s  q u a l i f i e d  t o  v o t e  i n  
cach s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t . ,  A p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  be f i l e d  w i t h  
t l l c  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  for  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  r e q u i r e -  
l n c n t s  o f  t h i s  s u l ~ s e c t i o n  h a v e  b c e n  m e t .  

b )  An i n i t i a t i v e  p e t i t i o n  c e r t i f i e d  by 
tlbc a t t o r n e y  y c n c r a l  s h a l l  b e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  e a c h  h o u s e  o f  
~ 1 1 r :  l ce j i s l ; l t .urc! .  I f  t .hc p r ( J p 0 S a l  i s  . ~ p p r o v e d  by t h e  
, 1 1  f i r  rn,lt i v t ~  vol  o f  iI 111'1 ) o r  i t y  of tlic rnclnhcrs o f  e a c h  
h o u s e  o f  t h e  I c c j i s l ~ t u r c ,  t h e  pKoposcc! amendment s h a l l  be 
s i j h m i t t e d  f o r  r a t i f i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  same rnanner a s  a n  amend- 
m e n t  p r o p o s e d  by l e g i s l a t i v e  i n i t i a t i v e .  T h e  p r o p o s e d  
amendment  s h a l l  be s u b m i t t e d  f o r  r a t i f i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  
v o t c r s  a t  t h c  r ~ e x t  r e g u l a r  g e n e r a l  e l c ? c t i o n  w i t h  or w i t h -  
o u t  l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o v a l .  

sectjon 5:  R a t i f i c a t i o n  of--?cndrnent~_. 

; I )  A pro1,osc:d ';rtnc!ndrncr,t t o  t h i s  C o n s t i -  
t u t . i o n  s h a l l  b e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  v o t e r s  f o r  r a t i f i c a t i o n  
at t h e  n e x t  r e g u l a r  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  t h a t  is h e l d  a t  
I c a s t  s i x t y  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  amendment is p r o p o s e d .  

b )  An arncndment p r o p o s e d  b y  l c q i s l a t i v e  
i n i t i a t i v e  s h a l l  become e f f e c t i v e  i f  a p p r o v e d  b y  a 



m a j o r i t y  of  t h e  v o t e s  c , i n t . .  An 
c o n s t -  i tul. i OII,-I 1 c o l ~ v e n t  i o n  o r  by 
become effective i f  approvrtd by 
c a s t  and a t  least t w o - t h i r d s  of 
of two s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t s .  

Irllnr n t 
l a r  i 
jor i 1 
V 0 t 1 ' 5  

p r o p o s e d  hy 
n i t  iativc shdll 
y o f  t h e  v o t e s  
cast i n  each 



The following transitional provisior~s shall remain 
in effect until their terms have been executed. Once 
each year the attorney gclneral shall review the following 
provisions and certify t.o the governor which have been 
exccut~d. Atiy 11t-ov i !z i or)!: 90 cc!t ti f S (-.(I stla 11 t,e rr?rnovcd 
from this Schcdulo and no longcr published as an attach- 
ment to the Constitution. 

Section 1: Effective -___ ____.__------ Date of constitution. 
The Constitution shall ti~ke cffcct on a date nroclaimcd 

- L - -  
by the Prcsiderlt of the United Statcs after its .aDDroval 

6 .  - -  
by the Government of the United States and otherwise as 
provided by the Covenant. 

Section 2: Continuity of Laws. Laws in force 
in the Northern Mariana Islands on the day precedinq the 
effective date of the Constitution that ake- consistent 
with the Constitution and the Covenant shall continue in 
force until they expire or are amended or repealed. 

Section 3 : C ~ I I  tinuity of Govcrnmcnt Etnployment 
T- - -  - . 

and Operations. As of t 1 1 e ' ~ c - i T v e -  &tc-6f--tze--~ons ti- 
tution employees of the Govern~ncnt of the Northcrn Mariana - -  - -  - -  

Islands and its political subdivisions shall be cmployces 
of the Coln~nc)nwcol th on t 11c snrrlc t~rr11s and conrliti ons of 
ctnployment a s  were cnf or<-eablc ngai nst the Covarnmcnt of 
the Northcrn Mariana Isli~nds or its political subdivisions 
until provided otherwise by law, regulation or ordinance. 
Employees of the Government of the Northern Mariana Islands 
shall have the same functions and duties after becoming 
employees of the Commonwealth until provided otherwise by 
law, regulation or ordinance. 

Section 4: Continuity o f - - J u ~ ~ - ~ i a l  Matters. 
A s  of the effective date of the Constitution the Marianas 
District Court of the Governrncnt of the Northern Mariana 
Islands shall become the Common\~calt.h trial court and the 
judges serving on the Marianas District Court shall .be 
judges of the Cornrnor~wc?nlih trial court serving at the 
pleasure of the yovernor until the governor appoints 
judgcs of the Co111111onwc~l1 I h t.ri;ll corlr t rtrrdcr art i cle I V ,  
section 4, of the Constitution. Civil and criminal 
matters pending before tlle Marianas District Co\irt on the 
effective d a t e  of the Cot~stitution shall become rnattcrs 
pending before the Cornniotlweal th trial court. Civi 1 and 
criminal matters pending before the High Court of thei 
Trust Territory of thc P.~cific 1r;lands on the effective 
date of the Constitution that involve matters within the 
jurisdiction of ttie Cornrnorlwealth trial court of the 
United States District Court for the Northern Mariana 
Islarids shall rcvnain wi t 11in tlic jurisdiction of the High 
Court until finally deciclcd. ' 

%-=;.ion .-5 .:_-- . C ~ l l _ t _ j - i l u i t y  4?9!?.1 a tj  v % % C t e ~ *  
The terms of office of rncmbers of the Northern Mariana 
Islands Lcyi~l~~titrc sll.111 expire on tile effective date of 
the Corlstitution. Hills enacted by tlic Northern Mariana 
Islands Lcqislature but not approved by the Resident 
Commissioner on the effective date of the Constitution 
shall be void. 



Section 6: --Continui. - -_.. of Corporations _ and 
Licenses. -- Corporations incorporated or qxlified to do 
business in the NorLl~crn M13riana Islands on the effcc- 
tive date of the Constitution shall continue to be 
incorporated or qualified until provided otherwise by 
law. I,iccnsc?s in c?f feet in !.he Northcrn ~ijrinnn Ir;li3rl(i~ 
on the ~f f ~ c t  i va (Iil t (. of t.111- ( ' 1  ,I\!: t i t rit ion !:li,r I 1 cSon- 
ti~>uc 111 pfftbct tb11t.iI l)r~vi~It~~l oI-II(!Iw~!;c 1)y I ~ I W  ( > X ( : ( & P ~  
that no licct~sc posscl!;:;cd by a larld :;urvcyor, ship 
officer, health professional or a practicing trial 
assistant may be amended or revoked except for incom- 
petence or unethical conduct. 

Section 7: Statutes of Limitations. The 
legislature shall study whether to repeal a statute of 
limitations currently in force in the-commonwealth with 

, respect to land in order for the Comnonwealth to provide 
compensation for past transactions. If a statute is 
repealed after study, the compensation provided by the 
Commonwealth shall be limited to priority with respect 

l P j @  

to the distribution of public lands and shall not affect 
a right in property that vcstcd under the repealed 

rn 
statute of 1 irni tat ions. 

the people of the ~ortherk- Mariana Islands to the terrni- 
natibn bf the I'rustccship Agrccmc?nt, the term United 
States citizen or Ilni ted States national as used in the 
Constitution includes those persons who, on the date of 
the approval of the Constitution by the people of the 
Northern Mariana Islands, do not owe allegiance to any 
foreign state and who qualify under one of the following 
criteria: 

a) persons who were born in the Northern 
Mariana Islands, who are citizens of the Trust Territory 
of the Pacific Islands on the date of the approval of the 
Constitution by the people of the Northern Mariana 
Islands, and who on that date are domiciled in the 
Northern Mariana Islands or in the United States or any 
territory or posscssion thereof; 

b') IJc4rsons who a r e  citizens of the Trust 
Territory of the Pacific Islands on the date of the 
approval of the Constitution by the people of the Northern 
Mariana Islands, who have been domiciled continuously in 
the Northern Mariana Islands for at least five years 
immediately prior to that d;lt-c, and who, unless under age, 
registered to vote in elections for the blariana ~slands 
District Legislature or for any nrunicipal election in 
the Northern Mariana Islat~ds ;,I i o r  to Jdntldry 1, 1975; or 

C )  pc8rsons tlbrnicilcd in the Northern 
Mariana Islands on the date of tlrc approval of the Con- 
stitution by the people of the Northern Mariana Islands 
who, although not citizens of the Trust Territory of 
the Pacific Islands, on that date have been domiciled 
continuously i r l  t h e  Northern Plari ,I~IJ Islands beginning 
prior to Jar~uary 1, 1974. 



Sccf.iorl 9 :  ( - ~ I I ~ I I I I O I I W I - ; I I ~ I I .  I ? O ~  t11e rwriod 
~ ~ C I I I I  I t ~ r ~  a ~ l ) l ~ ~ o v c ~ l  ol  1 1 1 1 -  C'OII:;~ i t 1 1 1  ior~ t~y t.hc> ~)cv>ple of 
ttre Nortllcrn Mariarla Is 1 a11d.s to 1-he t.crrninat ion of t he 
Trusteeship Agreement, I he term Co~nmonwcalt.li as 11scd in , 

the Constitution and this Schcdule to descrjbe a geo- 
graphical area means tllc Northern M.lriana 1sl;lnds ;la 
defined by article X ,  scction 1005(b), of the Covcn~lnt 
and otherwise means the yovernment established under 
this Constitution. 

Section 10: Elections. Within one hundred 
twenty days after the approval of the Constitution by 
the Government of the United States under article 11, 
secLion 202, of the Covcnant, an clcction shall be held 
on a date set by the Northern Mariana Tr;l.and:~ 1.cqis- 
latlire to f i 11 tiic c-lccf- ive ol f ices cntnblishcd by the 
Consti tut ion. Pc3rso~r:, :;l.1,111 I,c c b l  iqil>lc to vote who 
arc eligible to vote under article VII of the Constitu- 
tion and the laws in force in the Northern Mariana Islands 
to the extent those laws are consistent with the Consti- 
tution. T h e  Northcrn Mariana Is l.ancls 1,cgislature shall 
c?stclblisli 1~t lo~c  procl~cl~~rc-s, i 11c111di rly rt-rjint rat ion of 
votcrs, rc-(luircd to corrduct Llrc clr-ct ion L cquircd by this 
section and shall appropriate sufficient funds for the 
implementation of this section. If the Northern Mariana 
Islands Legislature docs not act to set the election date 
and establish the necessary registration and election 
procedures within thirty days after the approval of the 
Constitution by the United States, the Resident Commis- 
sioner may set the election date and establish registra- 
tion and eLection procedures. 

Scct-ion 11: Saipan Election District:. For - ---- ------ -- .-- ---....--.--- -- 
the purpose of electing twelve members of the house of 
representatives from SailIan under article 11, scction 3 ,  
Saipan shall be clividcd into the following s i x  elect ion 
dist.ricts: 

first dist-rict: municipal districts s i x  -.-- -- 
and ten, electing two rcl>rescntntivcs; 

sc~onrl di*;t ric:t:  ~n~~r)irij).>I c l i ~ . !  rict f01)~ 
plus census crlut~~c?rat i o r ~  clis~rict t l l i  rt y-r?iylit, electing 
one represcnta t ive; 

third district: nl\inicipal districts two 
. -  - 

and f ivc? p l  \IS ccrlr,\lr; clrl\lllla-r,l 1. i r ~ r l  ( l i  !;f r i c t  f hi rty-one, 
electing two rc@prcsc~~t.~lt ivcls; 

fourth district: census enumeration d i s -  --- 
tricts twenty-nine, thirty and thirty-seven, electing one 
rcprcsentativc; 

. - fifth - - - - .. - district: - -. - - - municipal districts seven 
and eleven plus the islar~ds nor.th of Saipan minus census 
enumeration district eleven, electing four representatives; 

sixth ---- district: ----- municipal districts eight 
and nine plus census enumeration district eleven, electing 
two representatives. 

'I'l~ese c?lection disf.ricts ~ l l n l l  rcrn'lin in effcc-t 
unt i L otherwiee provided by 1 a w  c*n;rc:t cd t1nc1e1 t. he 
Constitution. 



Sc?ct ion- 1 2 : Comtnc~~c~tnr?n t of Tcrtns. Officials 
c 1 cctcd in illc clcctiori--F6qui r e d  iiy sciitionl~ shall 
take office on the effective date of the Constitution. 
The oath of office shall be administered by a judge 
designated by the Commonwealth trial court. For the 
purpose of detcrmirlirlg the data thc? tcrms of officials 
clcctcd under .r.cctiorl 10 c x p i r c ,  t.hc officials shall be 
considered to have taken office on the second Monday in 
January in the year after the year in which the election 
is held, except that if the election is held before the 
first day of the month of July the officials shall be 
considered to have taken office on the second Monday in 
January of the year in which the election is held. 

Section 13: Succession. As of the effective 
date of the Constitution the ~ G o n w c a l t h  of the Northern 
Mariana Islands shall succeed to all rights and obliga- 
tions of the previous Government of the Northern Mariana 
Is lands. 

S_ectjo~- l4  : Approval of Constitution by the - - -  - --- - - - ---.-- ----a 

tfnitcd --.. SI.atc5. ---- A f  1 c!r ilpprov'rl of t:.llc Constitution by 
the people of the Northern M,~riona Islands it shall be 
submitted to the Governmcnt of thc United States for 
approval under the provisions of article XI, section 202, 
of the Covenant. If t.he Corl:;t.itution is disapproved by 
the Government of the United States, the Northern Mariana 
Islands Legislature by the affirmative vote of three- 
fourths of the members may amcnd tlie specific provisions 
of the Constitution disapproved by the Goyernment of the 
United States and submit the am~ndcd Constitution to the 
pcople for approval within sixty days after receipt of 
the disapproval message from the Government of the United 
States. Upon approval by the people of the amended Con- 
stitution it shall be submitted to the Government of the 
United States for approval. 
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T w m t y - e i g h t h  Ihy .  S ~ ~ n ~ l n y .  Novc~shrr 14 . 1970 . . . . . .  128 
Twenty-ninth  Day. Monday. Novcmhcr 15. 1976 . . . . . .  132 
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T h i r t i r t l ~  nay.  Tr~csd.cy. Floveml~rr 16.  1970 . . . . . . .  136 
' I l ~ i r t y . l ' l ~ . s t  11.1)'. WI..IIII.*.IJ.IY. N < I V I . I I I ~ I I . ~  1 7  . 1!)70 . . . . .  I44 
' I ' l r lr ty-sc-co~itl  I)cly. '111111.~.1.1y. N O V I S I I I I I ~ . ~  I n *  )!)70 . . . . .  145 
T h i r t y - t h i r d  Day. F r i d a y .  Noveml, e r  19 .  1976 . . . . . .  146 
T h i r t y - f o u r t h  Day. Satur t lny .  November 20. 1976 . . . . .  156 
T h i r t y - f i f t h  Day. Sunday. Novcm1)cr 21. 1976 . . . . . .  160 
' T h i r t y - s i x t h  Day. Monday. Novcmhcr 22. 1976 . . . . . .  161 

T h i r t y - s e v e n t h  Day. Tucs~l . iy .  Novcml. rr 23.  1976 . . . . .  164 
T h i r t y - e i g h t h  Day. Wcdrlesday. November 24. 1976 . . . .  178 
T h i r t y - n i n t h  Day. Thursd .~y.  Novcmbcr 25. 1976 . . . . .  179 
F o r t i e t h  Day. F r i d a y .  November 26. 1976 . . . . . . . .  180 
F o r t y - f i r s t  Day. S a t u r d a y .  Novenibcr 27. 1976 . . . . . .  198 
For ty - second  Day. Sunday. hbvcmbcr 28. 1976 . . . . . .  204 
F o r t y - t h i r d  Day. blonday. November 29. 1976 . . . . . .  221 

F o r t y - f o u r t h  Day. Tuesday . November SO. 1976 . . . . . .  242 
F o r t y - f i f t h  Iloy. Wctlnrstl.~y. Dccrml. c r  1 .  1970 . . . . . .  219 
F o r t y - s i x t h  Day. Thurstlav.  ncccmbcr 2. 1976 . . . . . .  283 
F o r t y - s e v e n t h  Day. F r i d a y .  December 3 .  1976 . . . . . .  296 
F o r t y - e i g h t h  Day. S a t u r d a y .  December 4  . 1976 . . . . . .  312 
F o r t y - n i n t h  Day . Suntlny. I leccn~hrr  5. I976  . . . . . . .  314 
F i f t i e t h  1)ny. Montli~y. Ilrt.cmhrr 0 . 1!170 . . . . . . . . .  336 
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