
Amendment No. \ 
November 2 0 ,  1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE I I  , SECTION 5 (c)  

4 

I t  i's proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  11, s e c t i o n  5 of t h e  d r a f t  

c o n s t i t u t i o n  be amended t o  r e a d  a s  ' f o l l o w s :  

S e c t i o n  5 : Enactment  o f  Lenis  l a t i o n .  

c )  The l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  e n a c t  no law e x c e p i  by b i l l  

and n o  b i l l  s h a l l  beeeme-law be e n a c t e d  w i t h o u t  t h e  app rova l  of 

a t  l e a s t  a  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  v o t e s  c a s t  i n  each house of  t h e  
C 

l e g i s l a t u r e .  

O f f e r e d  by:  - 

F r a n c i s c o  T .  P a l a c i o s  



Amendment NO. 5. 
November 20, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE I, SECTION, 6 

4 

It is  proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  I, s e c t i o n  6 of t h e  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

be amended t o  r ead  a s  fo l lows:  

Sec t ion  6 :  Equal P r o t e c t i o n .  No person s h a l l  be denied t h e  equal  

p r o t e c t i o n  of t h e  laws,We persen  - n o r  s h a l l  be  denied the enjoyment of c i v i l  

r i g h t s  o r  be  d i sc r imina ted  a g a i n s t  i n  t h e  e x e r c i s e  thereof  on account  of 

r a c e ,  c o l o r ,  r e l i g i o n ,  ances t ry  o r  sex. 

Off c red  by, 

Francisco  T. P a l a c i o s  



Amendment No. 4 
November 20, 1976 

PROP0 S  ED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE I, SECTION 1 3  

a 

It is proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  I of t h e  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  b e  amended 

t o  add s e c t i o n  1 3  t o  r ead  a s  fo l lows:  

Sec t ion  13:  T r a d i t i o n a l  A r t  of Healing. The l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  

n o t  e n a c t  any law p r o h i b i t i n g  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  a r t  o f  . . 

Offered by, 

Francisco  T. P a l a c i o s  



Amendment No. 

November 20, 1976 

PROPOS ED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE I, SECTION 14  

4 

It is proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  1 of  t h e  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  be  amended 

t o  add s e c t i o n  14 t o  read  a s  fo l lows:  

Sec t ion  14:  Cont inua t ion  of Medical and Denta l  Licenses .  

medica l  and d e n t a l  l i c e n s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  para-medical and para-denta l  l i c e n s e s ,  

t h a t  were i s s u e d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  of  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n ' s h a l l  

con t inue  t o  be  v a l i d  a f t e r  t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  of t h e  Commonwealth of t h e  

Northern Mariana I s l a n d s .  

Offered  by, 
T _-. 

Francisco  T. P a l a c i o s  



Amendment No. \ r; 
November 20, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE I 

It is proposed tha t  a r t i c l e  I of the  d ra f t  Constitution be amended 

to  include a new sect ion 13, as follows: 

Section 13: Health Services f o r  Indigents. Indigents s h a l l  have the r igh t  

to f r e e  heal th services. 

Offered by, 

I 

J?aquin/ S . Torres 
C.. 

'4. 

t 



Amendment No. l.L 
- ,  November 2 0 ,  1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE 11, SECTION 11 

I t  i s  proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  11-, s e c t i o n  11 of  t h e  

d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  be amended t o  r e a d  a s  fo l lows :  

S e c t i o n  11: L e g i s l a t i v e  Compensation. 

The members of  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  r e c e i v e  an annual '  

s a l a r y  o f  twelve thousand d o l l a r s  and s ~ e k  r e a s o n a b l e  a ~ l . o w a n c e s  

f o r  expenses as-may-be prov ided  by law,  The s a l a r y  of members 

may be i ~ e r e a s e d  a d j u s t e d  no more f r e q u e n t l y  t han  once every  

f o u r  y e a r s  and on ly  upon t h e  r e c o h e n d a t i o n  of  an a d v i s o r y  

commission t e - b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  by law t o  s t u d y  and make recomn~endations 

concern ing  t h e  compensation of  Commonwealth e x e c u t i v e ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  

and j u d i c i a l  o f f i c e r s  

made w i t h i n  seven y e a r s  of  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

t h a t  exceeds  a  pe rcen tage  which i s  t h e  same pe rcen tage  change,  up o r  

down, i n  a  g e n e r a l l y  accep ted  and i m p a r t i a l  index o f  t h e  

c o s t - o f - l i v i n g .  No i ~ e r e a s e  ad jus tment  i n  t h e  s a l a r y  of t h e  members 

of  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  app ly  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  which enac t ed  t h e  

. same. 

Of fe red  by: 



Amendment No. 1. 
November 20,  1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE V I I ,  SECTION 1 

It i s  proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  V I I ,  s e c t i o n  1 of t h e  d r a f t  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  be  amended t o  r ead  a s  fo l lows:  

S e c t i o n  1: Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of Voters .  Any person  i s  e l i g i b l e  t o  ' 

v o t e  who, a t  t h e  d a t e  of  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  i s  18  y e a r s  of age  o r  older . ,  i s  

domic i led  i n  t h e  Commonwealth, i s  a  r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Commonwealth and has  

r e s i d e d  i n  t h e  Commonwealth a s  provided  by law, is-net-sewing-a-sentence 

meaeks-er-4rss has  n o t  been convic ted  of  a  f e l o n y  o r  i f  convic ted  h i s  c i v i l  

r i g h t s  has  been r e s t o r e d ,  has  n o t  been found by a  c o u r t  t o  be  of unsound 

mind, and i s  e i t h e r  a  United S t a t e s  c i t i z e n  o r  a  United S t a t e s  n a t i o n a l ,  

p rovided ,  however, t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  may r e q u i r e  t h a t  persons  e l i g i b l e  t o  

v o t e  be  United S t a t e s  c i t i z e n s .  

- Offered  by, 

Franc isco  T. P a l a c i o s  



November 1 9 ,  1976 

- , 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT 

TO ARTICLE 111, SECTION 11 

It i s  proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  111, sec t i on  11 of 

t h e  d r a f t  Cons t i tu t ion  be amended t o  read a s  follows: 
4 

Sect ion 11: Attorney General. The-geverfier-sha33-appeint 

an-atterfie~-gefiera3-with-tke-adviee-afid-eefige~+-e~-+ke 

sefiate. There s h a l l  be an a t to rney  genera l  who s h a l l  be 

appointed by t he  governor wi th  t h e  advice and consent of 

t h e  sena te  during t h e  four  years  following the  e f f e c t i v e  

1 
e lec ted .  The a t to rney  general, s h a l l  serve  a s  l e g a l  adv ise r  

t o  t h e  governor and executive departments,  s h a l l  be respon- 

s i b l e  f o r  represen ta t ion  of t h e  Commonwealth government i n  

a l l  l e g a l  mat te r s ,  and s h a l l  se rve  a& ch ie f  law enforcement 

o f f i c e r  with r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  prosecuting 

Commonwealth law. 

Offered by, 

v i o l a t i o n s  

Ramon G .  Villagomez 



Amendment No. \ c‘ 
November 20, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE 111, SECTION 2 

It is proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  111, s e c t i o n  2 of t h e  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

be  amended t o  read  a s  fo l lows:  
, 

Sec t ion  2: Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of t h e  Governor. The governor s h a l l  be  

a q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  of t h e  Geweefiwea4ck Northern Marianas, a t  l e a s t  t h i r t y  

y e a r s  of  age,  a c i t i z e n  o r  n a t i h n a l  o f  t h e  United S t a t e s  and a r e s i d e n t  and 

domic i l i a ry  i n  t h e  Gemefiwee4ck Northern Marianas f o r  a t  l e a s t  seven y e a r s  

? 
immediately preceding  h i s  e l e c t i o n .  A d i f f e r e n t  pe r iod  of r equ i red  

r e s idence  o r  domic i le  may be provided by l a w .  

Offered by, 

Lu i s  A .  Benavente 



Amendment No. 

November 20, 1976 

PROPOSm AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE 111, SECTION 4 

It is  proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  111, s e c t i o n  4 of t h e  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

be  amended t o  read  a s  fo l lows:  

Sec t ion  4. E l e c t i o n  of t h e  Governor and t h e  Lieutenant  Governor., 

The governor and l i e u t e n a n t  governor s h a l l  be  e l e c t e d  a t  l a r g e  w i t h i n  t h e  
- .  

Commonwealth a t  a r e g u l a r  gene ra l  e l e c t i o n  and s h a l l  t a k e  o f f i c e  a s  provided 

by a r t i c l e  V I I I .  The governor and l i e u t e n a n t  governor s h a l l  be  e l e c t e d  

j o i n t l y  f o r  a term of  f o u r  y e a r s  wi th  each v o t e r  c a s t i n g  a s i n g l e  v o t e  

a p p l i c a b l e  t o  bo th  of  f i .ces.  No persdn s h ~ l l  be e l e c t e d  n,3vzr~e;p-rnose-Ck&ft 

Chree-cPmes t o  more than  two terms of  o f f i c e  a s  governor.  



Amendment No. A 
November 20,  1976 

'PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE 111, SECTION 5 

It i s  proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  111, s e c t i o n  5 of  the d r a f t  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  be amended t o  r ead  as fo l lows :  

Sec t ion  5: Compensation of  t h e  Governor and Lieutenant  Governor. 

The governor s h a l l  r e c e i v e  an annual  s a l a r y  of twenty-f ive thousand d o l l a r s  

and t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  governor an annual  s a l a r y  of eweR+y-ewe twenty thousand 

d o l l a r s .  Both s h a l l  r e c e i v e  such reasonable  al lowances f o r  expenses a s  may 

be  provided by law. Upon t h e  recommendation of t h e  adv i so ry  commission on 
? 

execu t ive ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  and j u d i c i a l  compensation c r e a t e d  by a r t i c l e  I1 of 

t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  may i n c r e a s e  o r  dec rease  t h e  governor ' s  

o r  l i e u t e n a n t  governor ' s  s a l a r y  provided,  howcver, t h a t  n e i t h e r  s a l a r y  s h a l l  

be  i n c r e a s e d  o r  diminished dur ing  t h e  per iod  f o r  which t h e  governor o r  

l i e u t e n a n t  governor s h a l l  have been e l e c t e d .  

Offered by, 

Luis  A. Benavente 



Amendment No. fi 
November 20, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE 111, SECTION 8 (b) 

It i s  proposed t h a t  a r t i t l e  111, s e c t i o n  8 (b )  of t h e  d r a f t  Consti- 

t u t i o n  be amended t o  read  as fol lows:  
a 

Sec t ion  8: Absence o r  D i s a b i l i t y  of t h e  Governor. 

b )  When t h e  governor i s  unable t o  d i scha rge  t h e  d u t i e s  of h i s  o f f i c e  ' .  

by reason of impeachment o r  o t h e r  d i s a b i l i t y ,  i nc lud ing  bu t  not  l i m i t e d  t o  

.. . . 
p h y s i c a l  o r  menta l  d i s a b i l i t y ,  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  governor s h a l l  be a c t i n g  

governor. I f  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  governor is unava i l ab le  t o  se rve ,  t h e  o rde r  of 

success ion  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  of a c t i n g  governor s h a l l  be  t h e  same a s  i f  t h e  

governor were p h y s i c a l l y  absen t  from th& Commonwealth. %*-fhe-perse~-fie#+-Pa 

Offered by, 

, " 

Francisco  T. P a l a c i o s  



November 19, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE IV, SECTION 5 

It is proposed that article IV, section 5 be 

amended to read as follows: 

b 

Section 5: Appointment and Qualifications. Judges shall be 

appointed for a term of six 464 years by the governor by and 

with-the consent of the senate. The term of office may be 

increased by law to not more than twelve 4323 years for 

judges who have served at least one term. A judge shall be 

et-3eask-kkirty-f30+-year3-eg-aqe7 a United States citizen 

or national and possess such other qualifications as may be 
5 

provided by law. 

Offered by, 

Ramon G. Villagomez 



November 1 9 ,  1976 

- .  
PROPOSED AMENDMENT 

TO ARTICLE I V ,  SECTION 4 

It i s  proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  I V ,  s e c t i o n  4 b e  

amended t o  r e a d  a s  fo l lows :  
4 

S e c t i o n  4 :  J u r i s d i c t i o n  of t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t  Court  

f o r  t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s . '  The Uni ted S t a t e s  

D i s t r i c t  Cour t  f o r  t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  s h a l l  have 

t r i a l  and a p p e l l a t e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  a l l  c i v i l  and c r i m i n a l  
. . 

c a s e s  t e - t k e - e x t e ~ t - t k a t - 9 u e k - I ) ~ r i 3 d i e t & e ~ - & 9 - ~ e t - v e 3 t e d - & ~ -  

& e g i s & a t u r e - a e t i f l g - p u 1 5 u a ~ t - t ~ t k i s - a r t ~ e e  c o n c u r r e n t  w i t h  
, . 

t h a t  of  t h e  c o u r t s  of t h e  Corrmonwealth. When t h e  D i s t r i c t  

Cour t  s i ts  a s  an  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  t o  h e a r  a p p e a l s  from t h e  

Commonwealth t r i a l  c o u r t  from t h e  Dis t r ic t  Cour t  s i t t i n g  

a s  t r i a l  c o u r t ,  it s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of t h r e e  judges ,  a t  l e a s t  

one of whom s h a l l  be  a  judge r e g u l a r l y  a s s i g n e d  t o  a  d i v i s i o n  

o f  t h e  Commonwealth t r i a l  c o u r t  t h a t  f u n c t i o n s  a s  a  c o u r t  of 

r e c o r d .  

Of fe red  by,  

Ramon G.  Vil lagomez 



Amendment No. ' 1 
November 2 0 ,  1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ART1 CLE. V I  , SECTION 5 

I t  i s  proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  VI  , s e c t i o n  5 of t h e  d r a f t  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  b e  amended t o  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :  

S e c t i o n  5 :  G o v e r n o r ' s  C o u n c i l  e f -Mayors .  

The mayors  who a r e  e l e c t e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  s e c t i o n  2 ,  a  
. ,  , - 

,: ,. ' 
, ... ..? %!- 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  C a r o l i n i a n  community who i s , a p p o i n t e d  by 
\ 

t h e  e o v e r n o r  a n d  who i s  a c c e ~ t a b l e  t o  t h a t  communitv.  and  t h e  

g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  c c n s t i t u t e  a  c o u n c i l  e f - m a y o ~ s  t o  a d v i s e  t h e  
C 

g o v e r n o r  on l o c a l  and e t h n i c  m a t t e r s .  The g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  p r e s i d e  

o v e r  t h e  c o u n c i l  wh ich  s h a l l  meet  a t  l e a s t  f o u r  (4)  t i m e s  e a c h  

y e a r  c o n s i d e r  any m a t t e r  r e l a t i n g  t o .  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween  

t h e  Commonwealth and  i t s  s e p a r a t e  i s l a n d s  and  t o  t h e  relations hi^ 

among e t h n i c  g r o u p s  a s  t h e  members p l a c e  on t h e  c o u n c i l ' s  

a g e n d a .  

O f f e r e d  by :  

B e n i g n o  R ,  F i t i a l  .4 

, . ,,' 
-', .-.. !-; '*A. 

!' ,. , L u i s  M .  'Limes-,, ,. 
.-. - ' ,/. /' 

- P e d r o  J-L, I g i t o l  



,- 

November 1 9 ,  1936 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
' T O  ARTICLE I X ,  SECTION 1 

SUBSECTIONS a )  and d )  

I t  i s  proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  I X ,  s e c t i on  1, subsect ions  

a )  and d )  of t h e  d r a f t  Cons t i tu t ion  be. amended t o  read a s  follows: * 

Section 1: I n i t i a t i v e .  The people may enact  laws by i n i t i a t i v e .  

a )  An i n i t i a t i v e  p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  con ta in  t h e  I , .  

f u l l  t e x t  of t h e  proposed law. ZG-the-pe+i+ien-pragesese3-a 
, 

t k e - p e k ~ + ~ e n - p ~ e g e s e ~ - a - q e ~ e ~ a ~ - & a w - ~ e ~ - t ~ e - € e m e n w e a & t ~  The 

p e t i t i o n  s h a i i  be signed by a t  l e a s t  twenty percent  of t h e  

t o t a l  number of q u a l i f i e d  vo t e r s  i n  eaek-eG-twe-eS-the-mtm*e*- 

pa&i+*es t h e  Commonwealth. 

ag~eets-en&y-&e-rnufiieipa&ity7-it A p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  become law 

i f  approved by t w e - t h i r d s  a  major i ty  of t h e  reg&stered-ve ters -e f  

the-€emme~wea&tk votes  c a s t .  An i n i t i a t i v e  p e t i t i o n  t h a t  has - -  

been approved by t h e  vo t e r s  s h a l l  t ake  e f f e c t  t h i r t y  f38.f days 

a f t e r  t h e  d a t e  of t h e  e l e c t i o n  un less  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  p e t i t i o n  

i t s e l f  otherwise provides.  

Offered by, 

Ramon G .  Villagomez 



November 19, 1976 

PROPO~ED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE XI, SECTION 5a) 

It is proposed that article XI, section 5 of the 

draft Constitution be amended to read as follows: 

Section 5: Fundamental Policies: The Marianas Public Land 

Corporation shall follow certain fundamental policies in the . 

performance of its responsibilities. 

a) The Corporation shall make available some 
. . 

portion of the public lands for a homestead program. No 

person shall be eligible for more than one aqr&eu3 t~ ra3 -and  

else-v*33age homestead. No per,son shall receive title to 

a honestezd fcr five years after the grant ef a honestead 

or shall be able to transfer title to a homestead within 

ten years of receipt thereof provides, however, that these 

requirements shall be waived for persons who have established 

a continuous residence on public lands for at least 28 fifteen 

years as of the effective date of this Constitution. Other 

requirements for eligibility for the homestead program and 

the nature of the interest in land to be transferred by the 

Corporation shall beas provided by law. 

Offered by, 

Ramon G. Villagomez 



Amendment No. '-A -D 
November 20, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE X I I I ,  SECTION 1 

It is proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  X I I I ,  s e c t i o n  1 of t h e  d r a f t  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  be amended t o  read a s  fo l lows:  

Sec t ion  1: Eminent Domain Power. The government may e x e r c i s e  

t h e  power of eminent domain t o  a c q u i r e  p r i v a t e  p rope r ty  necessary  f o r  t h e  

accomplishment of  a  p u b l i c  purpose as-pretrided-by-4aw f o r  educat ion ,  

u t i l i t y ,  roads and h e a l t h  f a c i l i t i e s  . 

Cffei-ed by, 
_-- 

./' 
_/- --. 

/ ' /  , ' i ,/./ i .  4. 

..!<if. - G.., ,-:'. I '  - 
,,, , '-<-- < <-/ '  >-- 

Francisco  T. Pa l ac ios  



November 19 ,  1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE 11, SECTION 2 1  

SUBSECTIONS a )  and b )  

It i s  proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  11, s e c t i o n  2 ,1  s u b s e c t i o n s  

a) and b )  o f  t h e  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  be  amended t o  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :  

S e c t i o n  2: Com2osition of  t h e  Sena te .  

a )  The s e n a t e  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  o f  ~ i ~ l e - f S +  - s i x  

members w i t h  t h r e e - f 3 +  two members e l e c t e d  a t  l a r g e  from . - 
- 

Rota,  t h r ee - f3+  - two members e l e c t e d  a t  l a r g e  from Saipan  and 
. . 

t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  of  it, and tk~ee -433-  - two members e l e c t e d  

a t  l a r g e  from T i n i a n  and Agiquan:. The t e r m  o f  o f f i c e  f o r  

s e n a t o r  s h a l l  be  f o u r  y e a r s  e 5 c e p t  t h a t  t h e  candidate s e n a t o r . . >  

r e c e i v i n g  t h e  +h&=d-iiigheu+ lower nuirber of v o t e s  i n  t h e  

f i r s t  e l e c t i o n  f o r  s e n a t o r  on each i s l a n d  pu r suan t  t o  

t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  s e r v e  a  term of  t c o  y e a r s .  -. 

b )  The s e n a t e  s h a l l  be  i n c r e a s e d  t o  twe3ve 

e i g h t  members and t k ~ e e  - two members s h a l l  be  e l e c t e d  from 

t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  of  Saipan a t  t h e  f i r s t  r e g u l a r  g e n e r a l  

e l e c t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  of  t h e s e  i s l a n d s  exceeds one 

thousand persons .  The s e n a t o r  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  th*rd-k*qhest  

lower number of  v o t e s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  such e l e c t i o n  s h a l l  

s e r v e  f o r  two y e a r s .  

Offered  by, 

Ramon G. Villagomez 



Amendment No. - 2 -2 
1 

. '  November 2 0 ,  1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE I I ,  SECTION 3 

I t  i s  p roposed  t h a t  a r t i c l e  11, s e c t i o n  3 o f  t h e  d r a f t  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  be  amenaed t o  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :  

S e c t i o n  3 :  Composi t ion  of t h e  House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  

a )  The House of  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of 

t h i ~ e y - f 3 0 )  f o u r t e e n  members w i t h  t w e l v e  

members from S a i p a n  and t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  of S a i p a n ,  t h ~ e e - ( 3 )  

one member5 from R o t a  and t w o - f 2 )  one members from T i n i a n  and - - 

Aguiguan p r o v i d e d ,  however,  t h a t  t h e  number of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

Be i n c r e a s e 2  bj- law t o  n o t  mGre t h a n  Eet^ty-{4G) "Leilty ( 2 5 ) .  

The t e rm of  o f f i c e  f o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s h a l l  b e  two ( 2 )  y e a r s .  

b )  A r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s h a l l  b e ' a  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  of t h e  

Commonwealth, a  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c i t i z e n  o r  n a t i o n a l ,  a t  l e a s t  

twen ty -one  (21) y e a r s  of a g e ,  and a  r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Commonwealth 

f o r  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  ( 3 )  y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  h i s  e l e c t i o n .  

A l o n g e r  r e s i d e n c y  r e q u i r e m e n t  may be  p r o v i d e d  by l aw.  

c )  R o t a  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  one e l e c t o r a l  d i s t r i c t ,  

T i n i a n  and Aguiguan s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  one  e l e c t o r a l  d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  

i s l a n d s  n o r t h  o f  S a i p a n  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  one e l e c t o r a l  d i s t r i c t ,  

and S a i p a n  s h a l l  b e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  s i x  ( 6 )  e l e c t o r a l  d i s t r i c t s  f o r  

t h e  e l e c t i o n  of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  may change  t h e  

number and b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  d i s t r i c t s  used  f o r  



Amendment No. , 2. ..- 
November 20, 1976 

e l e c t i n g  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  b u t  no d i s t r i c t  on Rota  and S a i p a n  

s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of more t h a n  o.ne i s l a n d .  For t e n  (10). y e a r s  

f o l l o w i n g  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  
4 

l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  n o t  cha,nge t h e  e l e c t o r a l  d i s t r i c t s  on S a i p a n  

and t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  of  S a i p a n  e x c e p t  p u r s u a n t  t o  i t s  d u t i e s  

u n d e r  s e c t i o n  4 of t h i s  a r t i c l e .  

O f f e r e d  by: 

,,/- 

/' , ,/ /' 

.I ,/ / 
~ . - - .,., .-. , ( c .< ., c' ,.' J , .. d -,LC' 

1' 

, F r a n c i s c o  T .  P a l a c i o s  



November 18, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE 11, SECTION 14 

proposed article section the 

draft Constitution be amended to read as follows: . 
Section 14: Sessions. The legislature shall meet for 

organizational purposes on the second Monday of January in , 

the year following the regular general election at which 

members of the legislature are elected and shall be a 
. . 

continuous body for the two years between such organizational 

meetings. Each house shall meet--in reyu3ar-sess&etls-as 

forty-five day regular sessions spaced six months apart. 

Special legislative sessions may be called by the governor 

or a majority of the legislature. When meeting pursuant to 

the-gevernerLs-ea33 a call for a special session, the 

legislature shall consider only those subjects described 

the call. 

Offered by, 
-. 

Francisco T. Palacios 



November 18, 1,976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO 
ARTICLE 11, SECTION 13 

It is proposed that article 11, section 13 of the 

draft Constitution be amended to read as follows: . 
Section 13: Legislative Immunity. No member of the legis- 

lature shall be questioned in any other place for any written 

or oral statement in the legislature or its committees and ' 

no member of the legislature shall be subject to arrest 

while going to or coming from a meeting of the legislature 

or a Committee, except for treason, felony or breach of the 

peace. 

Offered byr 

Francisco T. Palacios 



Amendment No. 2 
November 20, 1976 

PROPOSED AElENDMEW 
TO ARTICLE 11, SECTION 11 

It is proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  11, s e c t i o n  11 of t h e  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

b e  amended t o  r ead  as fo l lows:  
b 

S e c t i o n  11: L e g i s l a t i v e  Compensation. The members of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  

r e c e i v e  a n  annua l  s a l a r y  eg-ewe&ve-ekett3e~d-de&&e~3-e~d-3ttek-~ee3e~eb&e 

eke-aume~ as provided by l a w .  The s a l a r y  of members of t h e  l e g f i l a t u r e  may 

be  n e i t h e r  i nc reased  no r  d h i n i s h e d  dur ing  t h e  term f o r  which they  were 

e l e c t e d .  



Amendment No. -9, b 
November 20, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO A R T I C L ~  11, SECTION 11 

It is proposed tha t .  a r t i c l e  11, s e c t i o n  11 of t h e  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

be  amended t o  r ead  a s  fo l lows:  

4 

Sec t ion  11: L e g i s l a t i v e  Compensation. The members of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  

r e c e i v e  an  annual  s a l a r y  o f  *weave e i g h t  thousand d o l l a r s  and such r easonab le  

expenses as may be  provided  by l a w .  The s a l a r y  of  members may be  inc reased  

no more f r e q u e n t l y  t han  once every  f o u r  (4) y e a r s  and on ly  upon t h e  recommendation 

of an  a d v i s o r y  commission t o  be  e s t a b l i s h e d  by law t o  s t u d y  and make recommendations 

concerning t h e  compensation of  Commonwealth execu t ive ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  and j u d i c i a l  

o f f i c e r s .  No i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  s a l a r y  of t h e  members of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  
? 

app ly  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  which enac t ed  t h e  same. 

Offered  by,  

Franc isco  T. P a l a c i o s  



Amendment No. -17 
November 20, 1976 

'PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE 11, SECTION 11 

It i s  proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  11, s e c t i o n  11 of t h e  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

be  amended t o  r e a d  a s  fo l lows:  

S e c t i o n  11: L e g i s l a t i v e  Compensation. The members of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  
, 

r e c e i v e  a n  annual  s a l a r y  e4-ewe&ve-ekee~e~d-de44er~-f$42~888~ t h a t  s h a l l  be  

f i x e d  by law and such r easonab le  al lowances f o r  expenses a s  may be  provided 

by law. The s a l a r y  of members may be  inc reased  no more f r e q u e n t l y  than  once 

every f o u r  (4)  y e a r s  and only  upon t h e  recommendation of an  advisory  commis- 

s i o n  t o  be  e s t a b l i s h e d  by law t o  s tudy  and make recommendations concerning 

t h e  compensation of Commonwealth execu t ive ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  and j u d i c i a l  o f f i c e r s .  
f 

No i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  s a l a r y  of t h e  members of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  apply  t o  

t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  which enac ted  t h e  same. 

Offered  by, 

Ramon G.  Villagomez 



Amendment No. -3 s 
November 19 ,  1976 

' PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE 11, SECTION 3 

It is proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  11, s e c t i o n  3 of t h e  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

be  amended t o  r ead  a s  fo l lows:  

Sec t ion  3.: Composition of t h e  House of  Represen ta t ives .  

a) The House o f 0 ~ e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of c h i r ~ y - f 3 9 +  

f i f t e e n  (15) members w i t h  *wenty-$ive-f25+ t h i r t e e n  (13) members from 

Saipan and i n c l u d i n g  t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  of  Sa ipan ,  ckree-433 one (1) members 

from Rota and ewe-423 one (1) memljer+from T in ian  and i n c l u d i n g  Aguiguan 

provided ,  however, t h a t  t h e  number of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  may be  inc reased  t o  - -  

n o t  more t h a n  cetfg-4483 twenty (20) .  The term of o f f i c e  f o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

s h a l l  b e  two (2) y e a r s .  I n  e l e c t i o n s  f o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  those  f o r , . '  

nominat ion,  each e l e c t o r  may c a s t  t h e  n&ber of v o t e s  e q u a l  t o  t h e  number of 

cand ida t e s  runuing  f o r  t h e  House of  Represen ta t ives  f r o m t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  i s l a n d  

o r  i s l a n d s .  Each e l e c t o r  may c a s t  h i s  v o t e s  f o r  one (1) cand ida t e  o r  d i s t r i b u t e  

them among t h e  s e v e r a l  cand ida t e s .  The cand ida t e s  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  h i g h e s t  number 

of v o t e s  s h a l l  be d e c l a r e d  e l e c t e d .  

b) A r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s h a l l  b e  a q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  of t h e  Gemnenwea4~k 

Northern Marianas,  a United S t a t e s  c i t i z e n  o r  n a t i o n a l ,  a t  l e a s t  twenty-one (21) 

y e a r s  of age ,  and a r e s i d e n t  of t h e  6 e m e ~ w e e & &  Northern Marianas f o r  a t  l e a s t  

t h r e e  (3) y e a r s  immediately p reced ing  h i s  e l e c t i o n .  A l onge r  r e s idency  r equ i r e -  

. ment may be  provided by law. 

Offered  by, 

- - 

Lui s  A. Benavente 



Amendment No. . 3 ~ ,  
November 1 9 ,  1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE 11, SECTION 2  

It i s  proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  11, s e c t i o n  2  of t h e  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

be  amended t o  r ead  a s  fo l lows:  

Sec t ion  2: Composition o f  t h e  Senate .  

a )  The Senate  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of n h e - 4 9 3  s i x  ( 6 )  members w i t h  

fhree-433 two (2) members e l e c t e d  a t  l a r g e  from Rota,-fkree-433 two (2) members 

e l e c t e d  a t  l a r g e  from Saipan and eke  i n c l u d i n g  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  of i t ,  and t h r e e ~ X 3 3  

two (2)  members e l e c t e d  a t  l a r g e  from T in ian  and i n c l u d i n g  Aguiguan. The t e r h  , 

of o f f i c e  f o r  s e n a t o r  s h a l l  b e  f o u r  (4) y e a r s  except  t h a t  t h e  cand ida t e  r ece iv -  

i n g  t h e  f h i r d  second h i g h e s t  number of  v o t e s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  e l e c t i o n  f o r  s e n a t o r  

on each i s l a n d  pursuant  t o  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  s e r v e  a term of two (2) y e a r s .  

b )  The Senate  s h a l l  be  inc reaked  t o  ewe&ve-f&23 e i g h t  (8) members and 

%kzee-<3f twc- (2)  me~Sers si-lall be  e l e c t e d  from i s l a r id s  n o r t h  of Saipan 

a t  t h e  first g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  popu la t ion  of  t h e s e  i s l a n d s  exceeds 

one thousand (1,000) persons .  The s e n a t o r  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  t h i r d  second h i g h e s t  

number of v o t e s  in t h e  first such e l e c t i o n  s h a l l  s e r v e  f o r  two (2) y e a r s .  

c )  A s e n t a t o r  s h a l l  b e  a q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  of t h e  Gemmenwea&+k 

Northern Marianas,  a United S t a t e s  c i t i z e n  o r  n a t i o n a l ,  a t  least twenty-f ive 

(25) y e a r s  of age,  and a r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Gemenwea&th Northern Marianas f o r  

a t  l e a s t  f i v e  (5) y e a r s  immediately p reced ing  h i s  e l e c t i o n .  A l onge r  r e s idency  

. r e q u i r e x e n t  may b e  provided by law. 

Of4ered by,  

Lu i s  A, Benavente 



Amendment No. 31' 
November 20, 1976 

PROP0 SED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE 11, SECTION 3(a) 

6 
r 

1t is proposed that article 11, section 3(a) of,the draft 

Constitution be amended to read as follows: 

Section 3: Composition of the House of Representatives. 

a) The House of Representatives shall consist of t k i r f y  

fifteen members with + w e ~ + y - f i v e  thirteen members from Saipan and the 

islands north of Saipan, three  - one member from Rota and t w e  - one from 

Tinian and Aguiguan provided, however, that the number of representatives 
5 

may be increased by law to not more than i e r q  twenty. The term of office 

for representative shall be two years. 

Offered by, 

Ramon G. Villagomez 



Amendment No. 3 2  
November 19 ,  1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE 11, SECTION 8 

It is proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  11, s e c t i o n  8 of t h e  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

be amended t o  read  a s  fo l lows:  

Sec t ion  8: Confirmation of  Appointments: The s e n a t e  and t h e  house of  

r s p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s i t t i n g  i n  j o i n t  s e s s i o n  s h a l l  have t h e  power t o  confirm 

appointments  by t h e  governor where such conf i rmat ion  is requ i red  by t h i s  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  o r  by law. 

I f  t h i s  amendment i s  adopted,  changes i n  t h e  fo l lowing o t h e r  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

p rov i s ions  w i l l  be  necessary :  

a . r t i c l e  111, s e c t i o n  11; 

a r t i c l e  111, s e c t i o n  13;  

A r t i c l e  111, s e c t i o n  14 ;  

A r t i c l e  IY, s e c t i o n  5;  

A r t i c l e  V, s e c t i o n  6 ;  and 

d r t i c l e  X I ,  s e c t i o n  4 ( a )  

Offered by, 

/ 

. - _,Lorenzo I. Guerrero 



Amendment No. 2.3 
November 2 0 ,  1976 

PROPOSED AVENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE X I ,  SECTION 6(g)  

I t  i s  p r o p o s e d  that a r t i c l e  X I ,  s e c t i o n  6 of  t h e  d r a f t  

Cons t i  t u t  i o n  be  amended t o  add the following subsection. 

S e c t i o n  6 :  Mar ianas  P u b l i c  Land T r u s t .  

g )  T h e r e  i s  he reby  e s t a b l i s h e d  a Commonwealth 

Development Bank. The L e g i s l a t i v e  p r o c e s s  of  t h e  Commonwealth of 

t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar iana  I s l a n d s  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  b a s i c  law of t h e  

Commonwealth Development.  

The T r u s t e e  s h a l l  i n v e s t  5 5 %  i n  t h e  Commonwealth 

Development Bank; and 4 5 %  i n  e d u c a t i o n  .of t h e  Mar ianas  d e s c e n t  

from t h e  revenue  d e r i v e  from S e c t i o n  803(b)  u n d e r  t h e  Covenant .  

O f f e r e d  by :  

r I ! '4 
, . 1 /'.&~JJCG.-', ,. 

- j y  - ,&SL *> c- , , - L 

Francisco 1'. Yalacios 



Amendment No. 34, 
November 2 0 ,  1976 

' PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE XIII ,  SECTION 3 

I t  is p roposed  t h a t  a r t i c l e  XIII, s e c t i o n  3 of  t h e  d r a f t  

C c n s t i t u t i o n  be  amended t o  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :  

S e c t i o n  3: S t a t u t e  o f  L i m i t a t i o n s .  

The l e g i s l a t u r e  may r e p e a l  any  s t a t u t e  o f  l i m i t a t i o n  

c u r r e n t l y  i n  f o r c e  i n  t h e  Commonwealth w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  l a n d  i n  
? 

o r d e r  f o r  t h e  Commonwealth t o  p r o v i d e  compensat ion  f o r  p a s t  

t r a n s a c t - i o n s .  S u c h  compensa t ion  t o  be p r o v i d e d  by t h e  

Commonwealth may - i ~ e l u d e - m o ~ e t a r y - ~ e I i e + - a ~  s h a l l  be  i n  p r i o r i t y  

w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s  b u t  s h a l l  n o t  

a f f e c t  a n y  r i g h t  i n  p r o p e r t y  t h a t  v e s t e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  r e p e a l e d  

s t a t u t e  o f  l i m i t a t i o n s .  

O f f e r e d  by :  

Francisco T. Palacios 



Amendment No. ' 35 
November 21, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE 111, SECTION 12  

It is proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  111, s e c t i o n  12  of  t h e  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

be amended t o  r ead  a s  fo l lows:  

Sec t ion  12: Pub l i c  Auditor .  The governor s h a l l  appoin t  a p u b l i c  a u d i t o r  w i th  

t h e  adv ice  and consent  of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  The p u b l i c  a u d i t o r  s h a l l  a u d i t  t h e  

r e c e i p t ,  possess ion  and disbursement of a l 1 , p u b l i c  funds by any branch,  agency 

e r ,  department and i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y  of t h e  Commonwealth and s h a l l  perform , 

o t h e r  d u t i e s  as provided by l a w .  The p u b l i c  a u d i t o r  s h a l l  r e p o r t  h i s  f i n d i n g s  
. . 

t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and t h e  governor a t  l e a s t ' o n c e  every  y e a r  and such r e p o r t  

s h a l l  promptly b e  removed only  f o r  cause and wi th  t h e  concurrence of two-thirds 

of t h e  members of  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  I n t t h e  event  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a vacancy i n  

t he  o f f i c e  o f  p u b i i c  a u d i t o r ,  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  of t h e  s e n a t e  s h a l i  

appoin t  a temporary p u b l i c  a u d i t o r  who s h a l l  s e r v e  u n t i l  t h e  governor -appoin ts  

a successor  wi th  t h e  advice  and consent  of t h e  i e g i s l a t u r e .  

Offered  by,  , . 
_-,_ 

Francisco  T. P a l a c i o s  



Amendment No. 

November 20, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE XII, SECTION 5 

4 

It i s  proposed t h a t  a r t l c l e  X I I ,  s e c t i o n  5 of  t h e  d r a f t  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  be amended t o  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :  

' S e c t i o n  5: Corpo ra t i ons .  A c o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  deemed t o  be  a L _ .  

p e r s o n  of  Nor thern  Marianas  d e s c e n t  s o  l o n g  a s  i t  is  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e  

Commonwealth, h a s  i t s  p r i n c i p a l  p l a c e  o f  b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e  Commonwealth, h a s  

d i r e c t o r s  a t  least f i f t y - o n e  p e r c e n t  o f  whom a r e  pe r sons  o f  t h e  Nor thern  

Marianas  d e s c e n t  and h a s  v o t i n g  s h a r e s  a t  least f i f t y - o n e  p e r c e n t  of which 

arc s:ized b y  ?"'sons o f  Nor thern  Marianas  d e s c e n t  a s  d e f i n e d  by S e c t i o n  4. 

No c o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  formed f o r  t h e  s o l e  purpose  o f  h o l d i n g  an  i n t e r e s t  

i n  l a n d .  



3 7  Amendment No. 

November 20, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT ' 

TO ARTICLE I, SECTION 7 

. 
It is proposed  t h a t  a r t i c l e  I, s e c t i o n  7 o f  t h e  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

b e  amended t o  r e a d  as f o l l o w s :  

. S e c t i o n  7: Avai4abi4i+~-e~-a-Hi&i~ia~--4~-e~de~-+haC-e-m5&i+5e-be 

Gun Con t ro l .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  by law r e s t r i c t  

t h e  r i g h t  of p e r s o n s  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  Commonwealth t o  p o s s e s s  hand guns. The 
* 

law e n a c t e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  c o n t a i n  no e x c e p t i o n s  e:rcept 

t h o s e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  s a f e t y .  

Of f e r ed  by,  

Joaqu in  S .  T o r r e s  
L 

/ .' 
4 J 



Amendment N O .  3 8 

- ,  
November 20, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO AETICLE 11, SECTION 2 

It is  proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  11, , s e c t i o n  2 of t h e  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

be amended t o  read  a s  fo l lows:  

Sec t ion  2:  Composition of t h e  Senate.  

a) The Senate  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of n i n e  msmbers wi th  t h r e e  memb.ers 

e l e c t e d  a t  l a r g e  from each of t h r e e  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t s .  The f i r s t  s e n a t o r i a l  

d i s t r i c t  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of Rota, t h e  second s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of 

Tin ian  and Agui.guan, and t h e  t h i r d  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of  Saipan 

and t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  of i t .  TAe s e n a t e  s h a l l  be inc reased  t o  twelve members 

and t h r e e  members s h a l l  be e l e c t e d  a t  l a r g e  from a  f o u r t h  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  

c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  of S a i ~ a n  a t  t h e  f i r s t  r e g u l a r  nene ra l  e l e c t i o n  



gf Amendment No. 

a f t e r  t h e  popula t ion  o f . t h e s e  i s l a n d s  exceeds one thousand persons.  

b)  The term of o f f i c e  f o r  s e n a t o r  s h a l l  be f o u r  yea r s  except  

t h a t  t h e  cand ida te  r e c e i v i n g  t h i r d  h i g h e s t  number of v o t e s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  e l e c t i o n  

i n  each s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  s h a l l  s e r v e  a  term of two yea r s .  . - 

c)  A s e n a t o r  s h a l l  be a  q u a l i f i e d  w e e r  t o  v o t e  i n  eG t h e  

Cormonwealth, a-~ni+ed-8tates-eit~zen-e~-kdtie~a&, a t  l e a s t  twenty-f i v e  yea r s  - . 

of age, and a r e s i d e n t  and domic i l i a ry  f o r  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  y e a r s  i m e d i a t e l y  

preceding  h i 3  e l e c t i o n .  A l onge r  res idency and domici le  requirement  may be: 

provided by law. 

Offered  by, 

J o s e  P. Mafnas 
on behal f  of t he  
Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s  
Committee . 



Amendment No. ,s? 
November 20, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO 
ARTICLE 11, SECTION 8 

It is proposed that article I1 of the draft 
4 

Constitution be amended to delete section 8 and to renumber 

the following sections of the article accordingly. 

Offered bv, 

~6vernment:l Institutions 
Committee 



Amendment No. do 
November 20, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO 
ARTICLE 11, SECTION 6 

It is proposed that article 11, section 6 of the 

draft Constitution be amended to read as follows: 

Section 6: Local Laws. Laws that relate exclusively to 

local matters within one senatorial district en-Aeta7-Saigan7 

F*n*an-er-*he-issa~ds-neith-e5-Saiysan may be enacted by the : 

legislature or by a majority of the members representatives 

and-senaters representing that district the-~esgeet&ve-&s3a~d 

er-issands. The legislature shall define - the sueh 

local matters that may ean be the subject of legislation 
Z 

enacted by the rn-embers a - r n a j a y & + y - a f - + k e - ~ p - ~ ~ e ~ p , ~ + ~ t & z f p ~  

and-senakers from the respective senatorial districts issend-er 

is3ands,. rules or regulations promulgated by a mayor pursuant to 

article VI, section 3(e), or local 3aws-er ordinances adopted 

by agencies of local government that-may-be established 

pursuant to article VI, section 6(b). 

Offered by, I 

behalf of/the 
Institutions 

Committee 



Amendment No. 

November 20, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO 
ARTICLE 11, SECTION 13 

It is proposed that article 11, section 13 of the . 
draft Constitution be amended to read as follows: 

Section 13: 5eyis3ative Immunity. No meinber of the . . , . . , .  

legislature shall be questioned in any other glace for any ' 

written or oral statement in the legislature er-itp- .. -. - 

eemmittees and no member of the legislature shall be , . 

subject to arrest while going to or coming from a meeting 

of the legislature er-a-eemmgttee except for treason, 

felony or breach of the peace. 

Offered by, 

oneehalf o p e  . -. 

Go ernmenta Institutions . -. . . . - 
Committee 



Amendment No, ./L 
November 2 0 ,  1976 

PROPOSED 'AMENDMENT TO 
ARTICLE 11, SECTION 5 ( c )  

I t  i s  proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  11, s e c t i o n  5 ( c )  of 

t h e  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  be amended to .  read  a s  fo l lows:  
8 

S e c t i o n  5: Enactment of L e g i s l a t i o n .  

c) The l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  e n a c t  no law excep t  '.-. 

by b i l l  and no b i l l  s h a l l  beeeme-saw be enac ted  wi thou t  t h e  

approval  of a t  l e a s t  a  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  veCes-east members 

i n  each house of  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

Submitted by, 

~ A e r n m e n t a l  I n s t i t u t i o n s  
Committee 



Amendment No. 

November 20, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE 11, SECTION 3 

It i s  proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  11, s e c t i o n  3 of  t h e  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

be amended t o  r ead  a s  fo l lows:  

Sec t ion  3: Composition of t h e  House of Representa t ives  . . . ~  - . - -- . 

a )  The house of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of th+rty , 

n ine teen  members r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  wi th  ewefiey-iive s i x t e e n  members 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from Saipan and ' t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  'of Saipan,  fkree - two 

members r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from .Rota and ewe - one member r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from 

Tinian  and Agiguan: prev+dedr-hewevery-that The number of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

may be inc reased  by I.aw t o  n o t  more than  +ertjr twenty-five. The term of 

o f f i c e  f o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s h a l l  b e  two yea r s .  

t+ b) For purposes of  e l e c t i i g  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  Rota s h a l l  

c o n s t i t u t e  one e l e c t o r a l  d i s t r i c t ,  T in ian  and Agiguan s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  one 

&eeeera& d i s t r i c t ;  and Saipan and t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  of Saipan s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  

- e ~ e - e & e e t e r a l - d & ~ f r i e C ~ - e ~ f d - S e i p 8 ~ - ~ h e & - e - d v e d - f i e  s i x  e l e c t o r a l  

d i s t r i c t s -  +er-the-e&eetie~-ef-repre3entaeive3. *he , l e g i s l a t u r e  may change 

t h e  n d e r  and boundaries  of the such e&ecCera& d i s t r i c t s  only  uses-Ger 

Saipan-and-~he-i~&und~-tferth-e+-6e%pan except pursuant  to ,  i t s  d u t i e s  under 

s e c t i o n  4 of t h i s  a r t i c l e .  When t h e  popula t ion  of  t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  of Saipan 



Amendment No. 43 
- 2 -  

eq'uals o r  exceeds t h e  number of persons  r ep re sen ted  by any member of t h e  

house of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t h e s e  i s l a n d s  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a  s e p a r a t e  d i s t r i c t  

e l e c t i n g  one r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  

b c A r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s h a l l  b e  u q u a l i f i e d  tre€eF t o  v o t e  

i n  t h e  Commonwealth, s&i+ed-~+ates-e$tieept-et-ptetie~u&~ h t  l e a s t  twenty-one ,-.. 

y e a r s  of age,  and a  r e s i d e n t  and d o m i c i l i a r y  of  t h e  Commonwealth f o r  a t  l e a s t  

t h r e e  y e a r s  immediately preceding  k+s e l e c t i o n .  A l onge r  r e s idency  - and , . 

domic i le  requirement  may be  provided by l a w . ,  

. . 

Offered  by, 

t 

J o s e  P, Msfnas 
on behal f  of t h e  
Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s  
Committee 



Amendment No. 
- ,  

November 20, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE 11, SECTION 2(a) and (b) 

1 

It is  proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  11, s e c t i o n  2 (a )  and (b)  of  t h e  d r a f t  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  be amended t o  read as follows:. 

Sec t ion  2: Composition of  t h e  Senate.  - . - - . . ., 

, . .  . - . -  ,- a),2r? The Senate s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of rt+rte six members w i t h  three..-, . . ,..! 

. . 

members e l e c t e d  a t  l a r g e  from Rota, thtee two members e l e c t e d  a t  l a r g e  from 

Saipan and t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  of  i t ,  and t h ~ e  two members e l e c t e d  a t  l a r g e  from .--- . 

Tinian  and Aguiguan. The term of  o f f i c ?  f o r  s e n a t o r  s h a l l  be f o u r  yea r s  except;  - 
that t h e  czadidzte se;;ator r e c e i v i n g  t h e  ~ h i ~ d - h i g k e g t  lo~.rer  nunbsr of v o t e s  jn the 

f i r s t  e l e c t i o n  f o r  s e n a t o r  on each  i s l a n d  pursuant  t o  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  s e r v e  

a term of two yea r s .  

b)  The Senate  s h a l l  be inc reased  t o  twe3ve e i g h t  members and . .. . 

three - two members s h a l l  b e  e l e c t e d  from t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  o f -Sa ipan  at.. the.  .. . ... 

. f i r s t  r e g u l a r  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  popula t ion  of t h e s e  i s l a n d s  exceeds-one; 

thousand persons .  The s e n a t o r  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  thi~d-highest lower number of  v o t e s  

i n  t h e  f i r s t  s u c h . e l e c t i o n  s h a l l  serve f o r  two yea r s .  . . . . . A  ,::L! ;, 

Offered by, - 
Francisco  T. P a l a c i o s  



Amendment No. 4.5 
November 20, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE I, SECTION 4 ( j )  

It is prbposed t p a t  a r t i c l e  I, s e c t i o n  4 ( j )  o f  t h e  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  ,, 

be amended t o  r ead  as fo l lows:  

Sec t ion  4: Criminal  Prosecut ions. .  I n  a l l  c r i m i n a l  p rosecu t ions  

c e r t a i n  fundamental r i g h t s  s h a l l  p e r t a i n .  

j) Persons who a r e  under 1 8  y e a r s  o f  age ,  deaf-mutes, imbeci les ,  , 

insane ,  and o t h e r s  who a r e  p h y s i c a l l y  and menta l ly  handicapped s h a l l  be p ro tec t ed  

i n  c r i m i n a l  j u d i c i a l  proceedings and i n  cond i t ions  of imprisonment. - 

Offered  by, 

,Eorenzo I. Guerrero .. . . 
.-- -~/~ 



Amendment No. Ltd' 
November 20, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE X I ,  SECTION 6(a)  

It is proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  X I ,  s e c t i o n  6 ( a )  of t h e  d r a f t  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  be amended t o  read  as fo l lows:  

Sec t ion  6:  Marianas P u b l i c  Land Trus t .  There is hereby e s t a b l i s h e d  

a  Marianas Pub l i c  Land Trus t .  
. . 

a) The Trus t  s h a l l  have t h r e e  t r ~ s t e e s ~ a p p o i n t e d  and removed 

by t h e  Commonwealth t r i a l  cour t .  A t  l e a s t  two of the  t r u s t e e s  s h a l l  be of 

Northern Marianas descent  a s  provided by a r t i c l e  X I I ,  s e c t i o n  4 of  t h i s  

Cons t i tu t ion .  

Offered by ,  

. 

I 

' - ,: . . . . .  r ' I . .  

.- 

Francisco  T. P a l a c i o s  



Amendment No. 43  ' 

, November 20, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE XI, SECTION 5 

4 

It is proposed that article XI, section 5 of the draft Constitution 

be amended to read as follows: 

Section 5: Fundamental Policies. 

d). The Corporation shall not transfer to any person or legal 

entity any interest in more than five hectares of public land fir use for 

commercial purposes unless the proposed transfer has been approved by a 

majority.-uate-o< the members of the senate and the house of representatives. ... 
? 

Offered by, 

Francisco T. Palacios 



t c 
Amendment No: \ 

November 23, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE X I ,  SECTION 3 

It i s  proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  X I ,  s e c t i o n  3 of t h e  d r a f t  c o n s t i t u t i o n  

be amended t o  read a s  fol lows:  

Section 3: Surface Lands. The management and d i s p o s i t i o n  of  a l l  pub l i c  
4 

lands  except thoseprovided f o r  by s e c t i o n  2  s h a l l  be t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of 

t h e  Marianas Publ ic  Land Corporation_, wkiek.-3ke&&-be-eke-&ege&-ent%ty-des%gneted 

Offered by: 

Francisco T. Palac ios  



. Amendment No. So 
November 28, 1976 

r 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE V,  SECTION 6 

It is proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  V ,  s e c t i o n  6 of t h e  d r a f t  \Constitution 

be amended t o  read a s  fol lows:  

Section 6: Vacancy. A - v e e e ~ e y - i ~ - ~ k e - e ~ ~ i e e - e ~ - W e 3 h ~ ~ g t e ~ - ~ e p t e s e ~ t a t i : v e - s h 3 &  
4 

witk-tke-edvi.e-ed-~~3ert+e~-kke-3eftefe. In t h e  event of a vacancy i n  t h e  of.f,ice . . 

of Washington represen ta t ive ,  the  governor s h a l l  appoint ,  with the  advice and 

consent of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  a successor t o  complete t h e  unexpired term. 

Offered by, 

'-. 6. - ,  

Francisco T. P a l a t i o s  . . 



Amendement No. a- 
November 23, 1976 

PROP0 SED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE I V ,  SECTION 9 

It i s  proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  I V ,  s e c t i o n  9 of t h e  d r a f t  Cons t i tu t ion  

be amended t o  read a s  follows: 

Section 9: Rule-Making Power. The j u d i c i a r y  of t h e  Northern Mariana Is lands:  

may e s t a b l i s h  r u l e s  governing c i v i l  and c r imina l  procedure, j u d i c i a l  e t h i c s ,  

admission t o  and governance of t h e  b a r  of t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s ,  and . 

o t h e r  matters of j u d i c i a l  admin i s t ra t ion  provided, however, t h a t  any proposed 

r u l e  s h a l l  be promptly submitted t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and s h a l l  become e f f e c t i v e  

s i x t y  (60) days a f t e r  i t s  proposal  unless  disapproved by e i t h e r  house of t h e  

l e g i s l a t u r e .  Nothing i n  t h i s  provis ion s h a l l  be construed,  however, t o  

au thor ize  ally r u l e  preventing any person who is  p r a c t i c i n g  law i n  t h e  

Comnonvealth v5en t h i s  Consti tctFon t akes  e f f e c t  f r o c  ccnt inuing t o  p r a c t i c e .  

U n t i l  r u l e s  a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  pursuant t o  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  t h e  r u l e s  governing such 

mat te r s  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t  Court f o r  t h e  Northern Mariana I s l ands  

s h a l l  apply i n  t h e  Commonwealth cour t s .  

Offered by, 

Joaquiri S. Torres 

c 



Amendment No. A 
November 20, 1976  

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE X I ,  SECTION 6 ( a )  

It is  proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  X I ,  s e c t i o n  6 (a )  of t h e  d r a f t  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  be amended t o  r ead  a s  fo l lows:  . 

Sec t ion  6: Marianas P u b l i c  Land T r u s t .  There i s  hereby e s t a b l i s h e d  

a Marianas P u b l i c  Land Trus t .  

a )  The T r u s t  s h a l l  have t h r e e  t r u s t e e s  appoin ted  aad-remeved 

t 
by-the-6emeaweu46k-6~6d4-eetirf by t h e  governor  w i t h  t h e  adv ice  and consent  

of t h e  s e n a t e .  

Offered by, 

\ 

Francisco  T. P a l a c i o s  



Amendment No. 

November 23,  1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE I X ,  SECTION l ( d )  

It is  proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  I X ,  s e c t i o n  l ( d )  of t h e  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

be amended t o  read  a s  fo l lows:  

Sect ion  1: I n i t i a t i v e .  
4 

d) I f  t h e  p e t i t i o n  proposes a  l o c a l  law t h a t  a f f e c t s o n l y o n e  

munic ipa l i ty ,  i t  s h a l l  become law i f  approved by ewe-thirds f i f ty -one  pe rcen t  

of t h e  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  of t h e  munic ipa l i ty .  I f  t h e  p e t i t i o n  proposes a  $. 

- ,  . 

genera l  law f o r  t h e  Commonwealth, i t  s h a l l  become law i f  approved by t w e - C h i r h  
. . 

f i f ty -one  percent  of t h e  r e g i s t e r e d  vo tezs  of t h e  Commonwealth. An i n i t i a t i v e  ' 

p e t i t i o n  t h a t  has  been approved by t h e  v o t e r s  s h a l l  t ake  e f f e c t  t h i r t y  days 

a f t e r  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n  un les s  $he i n i t i a t i v e  p e t i t i o n  i t s e l f  o ther -  . .  

wise prcvides .  

Offered by, 
n 

. 
Francisco  T. P a l a c i o s  



Amendment No. c' 
November 20, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE 11, SECTION 11 

It is proposed that article 11, section 11 of the draft 

Constitution be amended to read as follows: 

Section 11: Legislative Compensation. The members of the 

&egi3~ature-3ka&&-reteive-e~-d~~ua&-3d&e~y-e~-fwe&ve-keu3d~d-de&&ars senate 
- .  

shall receive an annual salary of fourteen thousand dollars plus reasonable - 

expenses provided by law and the members of the house of representatives . .. . 

shall receive an annual salary of twelqe thousand dollars plus reasonable 

expenses as provided by law. The saiary of members may be increased no more 

frequently than once every four years and only upon the recornendation of an 

advisory commission to be established by law ti study and make recommendations 

concerning the compensation of Commonwealth executive, legislative and judicial 

officers. No increase in the salary of the membdrs of the .legislatu$e shall 

apply to the legislature which enacted the same. 

Offered by, 

Juan S. Demapan 

The in t roducer  intends t h i s  amendment t o  accompany proposed amendments numbered 
21 and 31. 



Amendment No. ,<,r 
November 20, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE 111, SECTION 9 

4 

It is proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  111, s e c t i o n  9 of t h e  d r a f t  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  be  amended t o  add a new subsec t ion  t o  r ead  a s  fo l lows:  

Sec t ion  9:  Executive and Admin i s t r a t ive  Funct ions.  

e )  The governor s h a l l  ensure  t h a t  no person i s  denied any ~ - 

r i g h t  because of  h i s  e t h n i c  background. The governor s h a l l  t r ansmi t  any 

informat ion  t h a t  h e  r e c e i v e s  concerning e t h n i c  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  t o  an equal  -. - 

oppor tun i ty  comnission, which s h a l l  b e  c rea t ed  and whose composition and . .  . 

Dowers s h a l l  b e  provfded law. At l e a s t  ~ J Q  Carolini27c ;h2:: -mnhnTs 1 

of t h e  c o m i s s i o n .  

Offered by, 

C 
-. - 

~ e n i g n o p .  F i t i a l  

... 4 2 
- I 

'. . -> - .. 
. - - . --- - - . .- - - - 

Luis  M. Limes 

Pedro JL I g i t o l  . -. . .  . 



Amendment No. c-6 
November 21, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
, TO ARTICLE 111, SECTION 13 

I t  i s  proposed that  Article 111, Section 13, of the draf t  

Constitution be amended t o  read as follows: 

Section 13: Department of Education. The legislature shall  

establish a department of education headed by a superintendent of 

education appointed by a representative board of education. The 

members of the board of 'education shall be appointed by the governor 

for  a term of four years with the advice and consent of the senate and 

shall  fomiul a t e  pol icy and exercise control over the pub1 ic  school system 

through the superintendent. The composition of the board of education 

and other matters pertaining to i t s  operaticns and duties shall be 

provided by law. 

C m i t t e e ,  on fehal f of the 
Conuni t t e e  



Amendinen t No. <I 
November 21, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
'TO ARTICLE 111, SECTION 1 

It i s  proposed t h a t  A r t i c l e  111, sec t ion  1 o f  t h e  

d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  be amended t o  read as f o l l o w s :  

Sec t ion  1: Execut ive Power. 'The execu t i ve  power o f  

t h e  Commonwealth s h a l l  be vested i n  a  .governor a~d-%ke-e%he~-eFf4siaJs 

spes4CSed-4~-%ke-a~&isJe.who s h a l l  be respons ib le  f o r  t h e  f a i t h f u l  

execut ion  o f  t h e  laws. 

Offered by, 

the  'kovernmental h s t i t u t i o n s  
Corn i t t ee ,  on beh%lf  o f  t h e  
Commi t t e e  



Amendment No. 

November 21, 1976 

PROPOSED AMJ2NDMENT 
TO ARTICLE 111, SECTION 2 

It is proposed that article 111, section 2 of the draft 

Constitution be amengled to read as follows: 

Section 2. Qualification of the Governor. The governor shall be e 

qualified to vote veeer-eG - in the Commonwealth, at least thirty years 

of age, a-eitPsea-er-netienes-eS-the-United-See and a resident and 

domiciliary ia - of the Commonwealth for at least seven years immediately 

preceding his election. A different period of required residence e r  

and domicile may be provided by law. - 

Offered by, 

d/ Chairman of . 
thercommittee "on Governmental 
Institutions, on behalf of the 
Commit tee 



Amendment No. LO 
November 21, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE I1 I ,  SECTION 11 

I t  i s  proposed tha t  a r t i c l e  111, section 1 1  of the 

d ra f t  Constitution be amended to  read as  follows: 

Section 1 1 : Attorney General. The governor shall  appoint 

an attorney general with the advice and consent of the senate. The 

attorney genera1 shal l  se~ve-its-4egit$-adv+sep be responsi bl e fo r  

providing 1 egal advice to the governor and executive departments, sbit4F 

g e v e ~ m e ~ t  in a1 1 1 egal matters, and s b a 4 ' F - s e ~ v e - i t s - € h i e # - k w - e ~ f e ~ e e m e ~ k  

e ~ ~ 4 e e ~ - w i & k - ~ e s g e ~ ~ i b i ~ 4 & y - # e ~  prosecut4ng violat ions of Commonwealth law. 

Offered by, 

the ~ o v e r n m e n t a ~ U n s t i t u t i o n s  
Committee, on behalf of the 
Cornmi t t e e  



Amendment NO. 6 
November 21, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE 111, SECTION 12 

It is proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  111, sec t i on  12 of t he  d r a f t  

Cons t i tu t ion  be amended t o  read a s  fol lows: 
* 

Sect ion 12: Pub l ic  Auditor. The governor s h a l l  appoint  a  ?ub l ic  aud i t o r  

wi th  t he  advice and consent of each house of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  The pub l ic  

aud i to r  s h a l l  a u d i t  t he  r e c e i p t ,  possession and disbursement of a l l  pub l ic  

funds by aay-braaeks-ege~ey-et-dep~rtme~4-e~-eke-6e~eptweak - t h e  

execut ive ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  and j u d i c i a l  branches of the  government, any 

ins t rumenta l i ty  of t h e  Commonwealth, o r  any agency of l o c a l  government - 
and s h a l l  perform other  du t i e s  a s  provided by law. The pub l ic  aud i t o r  

s h a l l  r epo r t  h i s  f ind ings  t o  t he  l e g i s l a t u r e  and t h e  governor a t  least 

once every year and such r epo r t  s h a l l  promptly be made publ ic .  The 

publ ic  aud i t o r  may be  removed only f o r  cause and wi th  t h e  concurrence of 

two-thirds of t he  members of t he  l e g i s l a t u r e .  I n  t he  event t h a t  t h e r e  is  

a vacancy i n  t he  o f f i c e  of pub l ic  aud i t o r ,  t he  p res id ing  o f f , i ce r  of the  

sena te  s h a l l  appoint  a temporary pub l ic  aud i t o r  who s h a l l  serve  u n t i l  . 

the  governor appoints  a  successor wi th  t h e  advice and consent of t he  

l e g i s l a t u r e .  

Offered by, 

@= irman of the  
c o d i t  t e e  on cod  mental In s  ti- 
tut- ions,  on behalf  of t he  
C o d t  t e e  



L? 3 Amendment No. 

November 21, 1976 

PROPO'S ED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE 111, SECTION 1 5  

It is proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  111, s e c t i o n  15 of t h e  d r a f t  , , - t i  ,... :. -.- 

C o n s t i t u t i o n  be  amended t o  read  a s  fo l lows:  

- .. _ . ' , . ? - -L.. . 2 .  , Sec t ion  15: Executive and Adminis t ra t ive  Departments. A l l  , 
. L .... 7 - , - ( _ _  - _. . _ - . . -. 
. .-. ~ . 

. & - .  execu t ive  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e s ,  agenzies  and i n s t r u m e n t a l i t i e s  of t h e  - - -. 

. , 

Commonwealth government, and t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  f u n c t i o n s ,  powers and d u t i e s  - - - - .  - -  

s h a l l  be a l l o c a t e d  by law among and w i t h i n  n o t  more than f i f t e e n  p r i n c i p a l '  
- 

. . 

. .departments  s o  a s  t o  group them a s  f a r  a s  p r a c t i c a b l e  according  t o  major - '. 
Z 

purposes. Regulatory,  q u a s i - j u d i c i a l  and t e ~ ~ o r a r y  e g e x i e s  ceed n c t  5e 

a l l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  a p r i n c i p a l  department.  The l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  by law 

p r e s c r i b e  t h e  f u n c t i o n s ,  powers and dut ies  of  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  departments  

and of  a l l  o t h e r  agencies  of t h e  Commonwealth and may from time t o  t ime 

r e a l l o c a t e  o f f i c e s ,  agencies  and i n s t r u m e n t a l i t i e s  among t h e  p r i n c i p a l  

departments ,  and may dhange t h e i r  func t ions ,  powers and d u t i e s .  f l  co?lrmission. 

c r e a t e d  pursuant  t o  t h i s  a r t i c l e  s h a l l  . inc lude  a t  l e a s t  ZrJo Caro l in i an  

. .. members. .The governor may make such changes i n  t h e  a i l o c a t i o n  of of f i c e s ,  :: :.r.L . : . ; -J : .  '- r l i  . - 

agencies  and i n s t r u m e n t a l i t i e s  and i n  t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  of t h e i r  f u n c t i o n s ,  

powers and d u t i e s  a s  he  cons ide r s  necessary  f o r  e f f i c i e n t  admin i s t r a t ion .  If 

such changes a f f e c t  e x i s t i n g  l a w ,  they s h a l l  be s e t  f o r t h  i n  execu t ive  o r d e r s  

. . 
, . 

, . 
,,,>(.. ,.:,,:.which s h a l l  be submit ted t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and s h a l l  become e f f e c t i v e  sixty: .. ..'' ' 

- . .  

days a f t e r  submission, un le s s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  modified o r  disapproved by a ma jo r i ty  



Amendment No. 61 3 

of  t h e  members of each house of  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

Offered by, 

Pedro JL. I g i t o l  

e 

Lorenzo I. Guerrero 



, Amendment NO. 6 4  
November 21, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
T.0 ARTICLE XV, SECTION l ( a )  

It is proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  XV, s e c t i o n  l ( a )  of t h e  d r a f t  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  be amended t o  r ead  as fo l lows:  

Sec t ion  1: Education. 

a) There-aka&&-be Every person  i n  t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  

s h a l l  have t h e  r i g h t  t o  f r e e ,  compulsory and p u b l i c  e lementary and secondary 

educa t ion  + a r - ~ h e - p e e p 4 e - e ~ - e h e - N e 1 ~ k e ~ n - M a ~ i d ~ a - e  w i t h i n  age  and 

e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l s  as provided by law. 

Offered  by, 

Q&g--/ edro  Q. ,! Dela Cruz , V i  ' Chairmap ) 

on b e h a l t  of t h e  committee on V 
Finance,  Local  Government and . .  . 

Other  'Ma t t e r s  



Amendment No. 6s' 

November 20, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE 11, SECTION 11 

It is proposed that article 11, section 11 of the draft Constitution 

be amended to read as follows: 

Section 11: Legislative Compensation. The members of the legislature shall 

receive an annual salary of ewe&ve-eheu3e~d-de3%e~3 ten thousand dollars and - 
* , 

such reasonable allowances for expenses 'as may be provided by law. The 

salary of members may be increased no more frequently than once every four 

years and only upon the recommendation of ap advisory commisQon tq be estab- 

lished by law to study and make recommendations concerning the compensation 
* 

.of Commonwealth executive, legislative and judicial officers. No increase 

in the salary of the members of the legislature shall apply to the legislature 

which enacted the same. 

Offered by, 

Benigno R. Fitial 



Amendment No. 6 
kovember 3-0 , 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT ' 

TO ARTICLE 11, SECTION 3 

It is proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  11, s e c t i o n  3 of t h e  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

be  amended t o  read  a s  fo l lows:  

Sec t ion  3 .  Composition of t h e  House of Representa t ives .  

a )  The House of ~ e ~ ; e s e n t a t i v e s  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of ekirejf f i f t e e n  members 

w i t h  eweaey-46ve twelve members from Saipan and t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  of Sa ipan ,  

ekree - two members from Rota and ewe one members from T in ian  and Aguiguan - 
provided,  however, t h a t  t h e  number of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  may be  inc reased  by 

l a w  t o  n o t  more than  &reg twenty-five. The term of o f f i c e  f o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

s h a l l  b e  two yea r s .  

b )  A r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s h a l l  b e  a  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  of t h e  Commonwealth, a 

C 
United S t a t e s  c i t i z e n  o r  n a t i o n a l ,  a t  l e a s t  twenty-one y e a r s  of age,  and a  

r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Commonwealth f o r  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  immediately preceding 

h i s  e l e c t i o n .  A longer  r e s idency  requirement  may be provided by law. 

c) Rota s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  one e l e c t o r a l  d i s t r i c t ,  T in ian  and Aguiguan 

s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  one e l e c t o r a l  d i s t r i c t . ,  tke-i~4end3-ner4h-e+-Saipen-3ha33 

ee~se$feee-ene-e&eete~a&-d5st~iet~ and Saipan s h a l l  be d iv ided  i n t o  s i x  e l e c t o r a l  

d i s t r i c t s  f o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  may change t h e  

number and boundaries  of t h e  e l e c t o r a l  d i s t r i c t s  used f o r  e l e c t i n g  represen-  . 

t a t i v e s  b u t  no d i s t r i c t  on Rota and Saipan s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of more than  one 

. i s l a n d .  For t e n  y e a r s  fo l lowing t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  

l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  n o t  change t h e  e l e c t o r a l  d i s t r i c t s  on Saipan a~d-eke-is&aa$s 

~ertk-eg-Saipea except  pursuant  t o  i t s  d u t i e s  under s e c t i o n  4 of t h i s  a r t i c l e .  

Offered by, 

Benigno R. F i t i a l  



Amendment No. C' / 

November 20, 1976 

'P RUP 0 S ED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE 11, SECTION 2 

It i s  proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  11, s e c t i o n  2 of t h e  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

b e  amended t o  read  a s  fo l lows:  

b 

Sec t ion  2. Composition of t h e  Senate.  

a )  The Senate  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of ~&rre-<93 s i x  ( 6 )  members wi th  t k ~ e e - f 3 3  

two (2)  members e l e c t e d  a t  l a r g e  from Rota, three-433 two (2) members e l e c t e d  

a t  l a r g e  from Saipan and t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  of i t ,  and three-433 two (2) members 

e l e c t e d  a t  l a r g e  from Tinian  and Aguiguan. The term of o f f i c e  f o r  s e n a t o r  

s h a l l  be f o u r  (4) y e a r s  except  t h a t  t h e  candida te  r ece iv ing  t h e  ehird second 

h ighes t  number of v o t e s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  e l e c t i o n  of s e n a t o r  on each i s l a n d  
* 

pursuant  t o  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  s e r v e  a  term of two (2) years .  

b)  The s e n a t e  s h a l l  b e  inc reased  t o  +we&re-f42? e i g h t  (8) members and 

~kree-433 two (2) members s h a l l  be  e l e c t e d  from t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  of Saipan - .  

a t  t h e  f i r s t  r e g u l a r  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  popula t ion  of t h e s e  i s l a n d s  

exceeds one thousand (1,000) persons.  The s e n a t o r  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  third second 

h i g h e s t  number of v o t e s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  such e l e c t i o n  s h a l l  s e r v e  f o r  two (2) 

y e a r s  . 
c) A Senator  s h a l l  be  a q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  of t h e  Commonwealth, a  United . - 

S t a t e s  c i t i z e n  o r  n a t i o n a l ,  a t  l e a s t  twenty-five (25) y e a r s  of age ,  and a  

r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Commonwealth f o r  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  (5) y e a r s  immediately preceding 

t h e  e l e c t i o n .  A longer  r e s idency  requirement  may b e  provided by l a w .  

Offered by, 

Benigno R. F i t i a l  



Anendmen t No. L 4  
Nove~~lber 21., 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE 111, SECTION 10 I 

i 

I t  i s  proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  111, s e c t i o n  10 o f  t h e  d r a f t  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  be a  rn ended t o  read as f o l l o w s :  

S  e  c  t i o n  10: Emergency Powers o f  t h e  Governor. The 

governor s h a l l  have t h e  power t o  dec la re  a s t a t e  o f  emergency i n  t h e  case 

o f  i nvas ion ,  c i v i l  d is tu rbance,  n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r  o r  o t h e r  c a l a m i t y  and 

may m o b i l i z e  a l l  a v a i l a b l e  resources t o  respond t o  t h a t  emergency, 

i n c l u d i n g  a  m i l i t i a .  

O f f e r e d  by, 

Franc isco  T. Pa lac ios ,  
A c t i n g  Chai rman o f  t h e  
Personal R igh ts  and Na tu ra l  
Resources Committee, on b e h a l f  
o f  t h a t  Committee 

The Committee i n tends  t h i s  amendment t o  accompany t h e  d e l e t i o n  o f  
a r t i c l e  I, s e c t i o n  7. 



Amendment No. b9 
November 

-9 
19 7 6 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO PREAMBLE 

It is proposed t h a t  t h e  Preamble of t h e  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  b e  amended .:. 

t o  r ead  a s  fo l lows:  

" W e ,  t h e  people  of t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s ,  o r d a i n  and e s t a b l i s h  thisLds:  ,,,_.-. 

C o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  our  Commonwealth and-reaffim-aur-respeet-for-the-€en3titut5en 

e ~ t k e - B n $ t e d - S e u e e s - ~ f - ~ e ~ i e a ~ - - W e - e e e - - e - e - e e g - - e e - -  . .  : 

meat-in-pe4$t~ea4-u~ien-wi4it-the-Ein5ted-Sttttes-4hat-p~.e~ert~e~-eur-pe~se~tu& - . . . 

~&berty-and-see$a4-equu&+tr5-ettr-€hme~re-ene-€e~e&~~&e~-her~~ege~-~u~-4a~d - - -  % : -  - - -  . 

end-i~s-tesearee~5-e~d-eut-eu4ture;i-hi:~t~ry-u~d-~ttrudi:.fen t o  serve a s  t h e  

fundamental law f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t . g e n e r a t i o n  and t h e  g e n e r a t i o n s  t o  come. W e  -- - - - . . . . . . . 

implore  t h e  b l e s s i n g s  of Almighty God t o  gu ide  our i s l a n d  Commonwealth a s  

we s t r i d e  i n  u n i t y  t o  uphold p r e s t i g e  and d i g n i t y .  

" W e  r e a f f i r m  our  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  United S t a t e s  of 

America, and d e c l a r e  ou r  g o a l  of e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  government i n  p o l i t i c a l  union 

w i t h  t h e  United S t a t e s .  

" W e  r ecogn ize  t h e  need f o r  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of ou r  pe r sona l  l i b e r t y  i i  , 

and s o c i a l  e q u a l i t y ,  ou r  Chamorro and Caro l in i an  h e r i t a g e ,  ou r  land and i t s  -- -- 

r e s o u r c e s ,  c u l t u r e s ,  h i s t o r y  and t r a d i t i o n s ;  and w e  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  enjoy- -- - 

ment of r i g h t s  and p r i v i l e g e s  imposes d u t i e s  and o b l i g a t i o n s . "  ,qL ,- , , 7 -. , - 

Offered  by, r n  , . .  

.._____ ,L*renzo I. Guerrero .. - 



Amendment No. 7 0 
November 23, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE I11 

b 

It is proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  I11 t o  t h e  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  be  

amended t o  r ead  as fo l lows :  

Sec t ion  19:  Equal P r o t e c t i o n  Commission. The l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  , 

e s t a b l i s h  an e q u a l  p r o t e c t i o n  commission composed of t h r e e  persons  t o  

ensu re  t h e  nond i sc r imina to ry  t r ea tmen t  of  a l l  Commonwealth c i t i z e n s .  The 

c o ~ s s i o n  s h a l l  have t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  compla in ts ,  conduct 

p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s ,  and make recommendations t o  t h e  governor  o r  l e g i s l a t u r e  

regal-dins t h e  ililpleiner~ta t i o n  of t h e  r i g h t s  def  ineci by t h i s  COILS t iLuti011 - - - 

i n  s e c t i o n  6 of a r t i c l e  I and s e c t i o n s  1 7  and 1 8 ( c )  of a r t i c l e  11. A t  

l e a s t  one member of t h e  c o m i s s i o n  s h a l l  b e  'a Caro l in i an  and a t  l e a s t  one 

member s h a l l  be, a  woman. Other  m a t t e r s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  composition, 

d u t i e s  and o p e r a t i o n  of  t h e  commission s h a l l  be  provided by law. 

Offered  by, 

I 

gno R! F i t i a l  



Amendment No. 7/ 
November 23, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE 11, SECTION .11 

It is proposed that article II', section 11 of the 
I 

draft Constitution be amended' to read as follows : 

~ection'll: ~eqislative Compensation. The members of 

the legislature shall receive an annual salary of ten thousand 

dollars and reasonable allowances for expenses provided by 

law. The salary-bf members may be adjusted no more frequently 
, .  I .  . I '  ' - 1 .  . . 

than once very four yzars-.and only upon ,the recommendation of 

an advisory cbmmission established by la-& '- LV -'.-"-- J L u ~ ~  aiid xzake 
. . I. . 

recommedatidns concerning. the compensat,.ic& 6f C<mmbnwealth 
',; 

executive, iegislative and judicial' officers except that no 

adjustment in the salary may be made that excee:ds a percentaqe 

which is the same percentage change, up or down, in' a generally 

accepted index of the cost-of-livinq. No increase in the 

salary of the members of the legislature shall apply to the 
./ --- legislature which enacted the same. \ 

- 1  

. . . .  
- 4  - 

Offered by, 



Amendment No. '73 
November , 1976 

. PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE I X ,  SECTION 2, 

SUBSECTIONS a )  AND d) ' 

It is proposed c h a t  a r t y c l e  I X ,  s e c t i o n  2 ,  subsec t ions  a )  and d) 

of t h e  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  be  amended t o  read  as fo l lows :  

I 
I 

S e c t i o n  2. Referendum. The peop le  may r e j e c t  any a c t  of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  - 
I .  . by referendum. 

a )  A referendum p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  c o n t a i n  t h e  f u l l  t e x t  of t h e  law ' 

that-4s s oust. t o  be  r e  j ect,&d, and-sha~3-bt-signed-by-a-numbe~-o~-qua3ified 

vete~s-eqtia4-te If t h e  law is  a  l d c a l  law t h a t  a f f e c t s  ..onLy0.one .&un ic ipa l i t y ,  
-. : , 

-,, . _ 
t h e  p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  b e  s igned  by a t  l e a s t  twenty pe rcen t  of t h e  t o t a l  number 

, 

of persons  q u a l i f i e d  to :vo te  w i t h i n  t h e  mun ic ipa l i t y .  I f  t h e ' l a w - i s  a  g e n e r a l  
- .. . . , . 

. ,d. r 

law f o r  t h e  Commonwealth, t h e  p e t l t i o n  s h a l l  be s igned  by a t  l e a s t  twenty 

p e r c e n t  of t h e  t o t a l  number of qas&iGPed-vsee~s pe r sons  q u a l i f i e d . t o  v o t e  
. .. , 
. I .  1 

w i t h i n  t h e  Commonwealth. .. . :. , 

d)  A referendum p e t i t i o n  submftted-to-the-vecers concerning a  

l o c a l  l a w  t h a t  a f f e c t s  on ly  one m u n i c i p a l i t y  s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  i f  approved 

by a m a j o r i t y  of t h e  v o t e s  c a s t  by q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  w i t h i n  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y .  -_ - 
\ 

A referendum p e t i t i o n  concerning a  g e n e r a l  law f o r  t h e  Commonwealth s h a l l  t a k e  

. e f f e c t  i f  approved by a ' m a j o r i t ~  of t h e  v o t e s  c a s t - b y  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  of t h e  
1 .  . . 

Commonwealth. end-the - A law' t h a t  is t h e  s u b j e c t  of the a n  approved p e t i t i o n  
. - 

s h a l l  become n u l 1 ; ' v o i d  and b e  r epea l ed  , t h i r t y  days a f t e r  t h e  d z t e  of t h e  

. . e l e c t i o n  u n l e s s  t h e  . r e f e rendum.pe t i t i on  o the rwi se  provides ;  . . . .. - . . - b 

, '. , '  . . . . ,:' :; o f f e r e d - b y ,  , , . . 
, , ' . - . . . - 

- I b X  

Manuel A.  'Tenorio 



Amendment No. 

November 23 . 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE 11: LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 

I t  i s  proposed  t h a t  A r t i c l e  I1 b e  amended t o  add  a  new 

S e c t i o n ,  1 6  a s  f o l l o w s :  

S e c t i o n  1 6 :  S p e c i a l  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f rom t h e  C a r o l i n i a n  Community. 

The s e n a t e  s h a l l e l e c t  a  s p e c i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  t h e  s e n a t e  

' f rom t h e  C a r o l i n i a n  community who .is a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t h e  C a r o l i n i a n  

co&uni ty  w i t h i n  t h e  Commonwealth. The s p e c i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s h a l l  

h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  f l o o r  of t h e  s e n a t e  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  i n t r o d u c i n g  

b i l l s  and p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  d e b a t e  on b i l l s  o r  o t h e r  m a t t e r s .  The 

s p e c i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s h a l l  have a c c e s s  t o  a l l  m e e t i n g s  o f  commi t tees  

and o t h e r  e n t i t i e s  o f  t h e  s e n a t e  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  

t h e  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  t h a t  a f f e c t  C a r o l i n i z n  a f f a i r s .  The s p e c i a l  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s h a l l  s e r v e  a  t e rm o f  o f f i c e  o f  f o u r  y e a r s  and s h a l l  

r e c e i v e  a n  a n n u a l  s a l a r y  and r e a s o n a b l e  a l l o w a n c e  f o r  e x p e n s e s  a s  

p r o v i d e d  by law.  

O f f e r e d  b y ,  

/ . /  
L u i s  M. ~ i s s  



Amen dmen t No. 7/ 
November 2 3  , 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE 111: EXECUTIVE BRANCH 

It i s  proposed t h a t  A r t i c l e  I11 b e  amended t o , a d d  a  new 

s e c t i o n  19 a s  fo l lows:  * 

Sec t ion  19 : Execut ive  A s s i s t a n t  f o r  C a r o l i n i a n  ~ f f a i r s .  

. ( a )  The governor  s h a l l  appo in t  an  execu t ive  a s s i s t a n t  
.. . 

f o r  C a r o l i n i a n  a f f a i r s  who i s  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t h e  Ca ro l in i an  community 

w i t h i n  t h e  Cormnonwealth. 

(b) ~ h e ' e x e h t i v e  a s s i s t a n t  s h a l l  b e  a  member of t h e  
, , l r 

, , ' . J .  

g o v e r n o r ' s  c o u n c i l  c r e a t e d  pa r suan t  t o  a r t i c l e  V I , . . s e c t i o n  5 ,  and s h i l l  
,, . 

a d v i s e  t h e  gove.mo? on m a t t e r s  a f f e c t i n g  persons  of C a r o l i n i a n  descent  
a .  C. . 

w i t h i n  t h e  ~ommonwealth. -.. '. - - a 2 -  . 
, 4 y z , .  

(c)" The execu&e a s s i s t a n t  s h a l l  review t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  
. . 

of government p o l i c i e s  t o  and t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  and q u a l i t y . . o f  
I .  . 

I 

g o v e r m e n t  s e r v i c e s  f o r  persons  of Ca ro l in i an  descen t  and may s6bmit " 

f i n d i n g s  o r  recommendations on t h e s e  m a t t e r s  t o  t h e  governor .  

(dl  h he execu t ive  a s s i s t a n t  mav i n v e s t i g a t e  c o m ~ l a i n t s  
I 

and conduct p u b l i c  hea r ings  r ega rd ing  m a t m s  a f f e c t i n g  persons of 
' 1 

C a r o l i n i a n  descen t .  The execu t ive  a s s i s t a n t  may r e p o r t  ffndings~ot 
- .. 

--.l - 
C .  

recommendations on t h e s e . m a t t e r s  t o  t h e  governor .  .. . 
(el . .  The e x e c u t i v e  a s s i s t a n t  mav recommend i t ems  f o r  

& .  , * . A ,  - 

i n c l u s i o n  i n  the  proposed annual  budggt ,  review the  budget  b e f o r e  i ts  
, , . . , . . ; . ,  , 

submission by t h e  governor, t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  and recommend amendmefits 
, 

t o  t h e  budget  r e l a t i n g  t o  m a t t e r s  a f f e c t i n g  persbns  -of  c a r b l i n i s n  ' . . .' 
. .. 

I 

descen t .  



Amendment No. 75  

November A3 , 1976 

j f )  The execu t ive  a s s i s t a n t  may a t  any t ime r e q u i r e  

informat ion  i n  w r i t i n g  o r  o the rwi se  wi th  r e s p e c t  ' t o  m a t t e r s  a f f e c t i n g  

p e r s o n s  of Ca ro l in i an  d.escenC"*f rom t h e  o f f i c e r s  of any a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

department ,  o f f i c e  o r  agency of t h e  Commonwealth. 
I 

Offe red  by: 

I' . 



AmendmentNo. 7 6  
November 3 . 1976 

. . 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT 

TO 'ARTICLE 111, SECTION ( a )  and (b) 

It is proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  111, s e c t i o n  1 8 ( a )  and (b)  
_ . . I  _. 

of  t h e  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  be amended t a  read'.as. 5oflbws: 

! 

Sec t ion  18:  P u b l i c  Se rv i ces .  

- . ( a ) .  The governor may d e l e g a t e  t o  t h e  mayor e l e c t e d  
I .  . 

under  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  s e c t i o n  2 of a r t i c l e  V I  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  

t h e  execu t ion  of Commonwealth l a w s  and ,  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of  p u b l i c  

s e r v i c e s  in t h e  i s l g n d  of i s l a n d s  i n  which t h e  mayor has  been e l e c t e d 7  - . . I I 
, * . -, '/ ,. . 1. , 

provided ,  however, t h a t  s e r v i c e s  be ing  dn a  .decentraXized: - 
- - I ,  . . : 

b a s i s  i n  ~ o t a  and T i n i a n  on , the e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of t h i s  c o n s t i t u t i o n  

I. . 
s h a l l  con t inue  t o  b e  provided on t h i s  b a s i s .  u n l e s s  t h e  -governor  

p e r s o n a l l y  c e r t i f i e s  a f t e r  'pbbl ic  hear ing .on  t h e  i s l a n d  involved  t h a t  

such d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  is i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  t h e  e f f i c i e n t  a n d  economical 

d e l i v e r y  of  s e r v i c e s .  

(b) P u b l i c  s e r v i c e s  on Rota and T in i an  s h a l l - b e  .- 

supe rv i sed  by a r e s i d e n t  assistant direefer department head i n  t h e  

departments  p rov id ing  such s e r v i c e s  appnin ted  b F  th: head of  t h e  
- 1  

department  w i t h  t h e  adv ice  and consent  of t h e  m a j o r i t y  of  t h e  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  and s e n a t o r s  i n  t h e  l e g i s 1 i t u r e  from t h e  i s l a n d  where. t h e  
' . -  

essistane direefer r e s i d e n t  department head s h a l l  perform h i s  d u t i e s .  
I - , I . , . , .  . 



Amendment No. 77 
November 25, 1 9 7 6  

PROPOSED APENDWT 
TO ARTICLE 111, SECTION 14  

It i s  proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  111, s e c t i o n  14  of t h e  d r a f t  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  be  amended t o  r ead  a s  fo l lows :  

Sec t ion  14:  Heads of Execut ive  Departments. 

Each p r i n c i p a l  department s h a l l  be under t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  of t h e  

governor and, u n l e s s  o the rwi se  provided i n  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o r  by law, 

s h a l l  be headed by a  s i n g l e  execu t ive .  The governor may appoin t  t h e  

heads of execu t ive  depar tments  w i t h  t h e  adv ice  and consent  of t h e  senaee 

l e g i s l a t u r e .  The governor may 'remove t h e  heads of  'executi 'v'e dkpar'trnents. 
. .. , 

The governor may a t  any t ime r e q u i r e  informat ion  i n  w r i t i n g  o r  o therwise  

from t h e  o f f i c e r s  of any a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  department ,  0 f f ic .e  o r  agency of t h e  
,., - r - . , 

Commonwealth. 



Amendment NO. 78 
November 25, 1976 

PROPOSED AMEIDMENT 
TO ARTICLE 111, SECTION 5 

It i s  proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  111, s e c t i o n  5 of t h e  d r a f t  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  be amended as fo l lows :  

S e c t i o n  5: Compensation. 

by-4ewr The governor s h a l l  r e c e i v e  an annua l  s a l a r y  of twenty-f ive 

thousand d o l l a r s  and t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  governor a n  annua l  s a l a r y  of 
p .  , , 

twenty-t~,ro thousand d o l l a r s .  Both s h a l l  r e c e i v e  such r e a s o i a b l e  al lowances f o r  

expenses a s  may be provided by law. Upon t h e  r e c o m e n d a t i o n  of  t h s  adv i so ry  

commission on execu t ive ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  and j u d i c i a l  compensation .. A . c r e a t e d  by 

a r t i c l e  I1 of t h i s  Cons t i t u t ion , " the  l e g i s l a t u r e  may i n c r e a s e  o r  decrease  t h e  

gove rnor ' s  o r  l i e u t e n a n t  gove rnor ' s  s a l a r y  provided ,  however, t h a t  n e i t h e r  

s a l a r y  s h a l l  be  inc reased  o r  diminished du r ing  t h e  pe r iod  f o r  which t h e  

governor  o r  l i e u t e n a n t  governor s h a l l  have been e l e c t e d .  

Offered  bx: 



Amendment No. 3- 
November 25, 1976 

PROPOSED AMEITDZIENT 
TO ARTICLE 111, SECTION 15 

It is  proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  111, s e c t i o n  15 of t h e  d r a f t  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  be  amended a s  fo l lows : 

i 
Sec t ion  15:  Executive and A6minis t ra t ive  Departments. I 

A11 execu t ive  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e s ,  agencies  and 

i n s t r u m e n t a l i t i e s  of t h e  Commonwealth government, and t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  

f u n c t i o n s ,  powers and d u t i e s  s h a l l  be a l l o c a t e d  by law among and w i t h i n  

n o t  more than  f i f t e e n  p r i n c i p a l  departments  s o  a s  t o  group t h e n , a s .  f a r .  
, * . r . . 

- * - 2  

, _ I  

a s  p r a c t i c a b l e  according  t o  major purposes.  Regulatory,  q u a s i - j u d i c i a l  

-,.a trr-- . . - . - - - - -  ^ ---- - -  
CLlrrp-AO-IJ Q B C L L C ~ ~ S  need ILOL be a l i o c a t e d  wicnin  a  p r i n c i p a l  

department .  ~ h e - 3 e ~ s % a t a r & - s h e 3 3 - b ~ ~ 3 s w - ~ r e s e r 3 b ; e ~ t h ~ - f  unct ions7 

e h a ~ g e - ~ h e ~ ~ - G e n e f i e n ~ ~ - p e w e ~ ~ - e ~ d - d u t i e  The governor may make such . 

changes i n  t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  of  o f f i c e s ,  agencies  and i n s t r u m e n t a l i t i e s  and 
/ *  - fl -- 

i n  t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  of t h e i r  f u n c t i o n s ,  powers and du tces  a s  he cons ide r s  

necessa ry  f o r  e f f i c i e n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  I f  such changes a f f e c t  e x i s t i n g  
-., - 

law, they  s h a l l  be  set' f o r t h  i n  execu t ive  o r d e r s  which s h a l l  be  submit ted 

t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and s h a l l  becone e f f e c t i v e  s i x t y  days a f t e r  submission, 

u n l e s s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  modif ied o r  disapproved by a  ma jo r i ty  of t h e  members 

o f  each house of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

Offered  'by : 



Amendment No. 82- 
November 25,  1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE 111, SECTION 16 

+ 

It is  proposed t h a t  s r t i c l e  111, s e c t i o n  16  of t h e  d r a f t  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  be amended a s  fo l lows:  

S e c t i o n  16: C i v i l  S e r v i c e  Conmission. 

The l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  p rovide  f o r  a  non-par t i san  and 

independent  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  commiss~ion t o  e s t a b l i s h  and a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  

pe r sonne l  p o l i c i e s  a p p l i c a b l e  rto l e g i s l a t i v e ,  e x e c u t i v e  ,and ., . - 
- * -. 

, -. . , 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  departments  and agenc ie s  and t o  t h e  s t a f f  of t h e  j u d i c i a l  

, . . . . . . .., 
s e r v i c e  s h a l l  be  based on m e r i t  and  f i t n e s s  dembnstrated by e x k i n a t i o n  

' ,; 

o r  by o t h e r  ev idence  of competence. 

Offered  by: 



November 2 5 ,  1976 

PROPaSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE X I ,  SECTION ' 5 ( a )  

I t  i s  propose$ t h a t ' a r t i c l e  X I ,  section 5 ( a )  o f  the d r a f t  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  be amended t o  r e a d  a s  follows: 
I 

I 
' Section 5 :  Fundamental  Pol ic ies .  The Mar ianas  P u l i c  Land 

~ o r p o r a t i m  s h a l l  f o l l o w  c e r t a i n  f u n d a m e n t a l  policies i n  the per formance  - - . . 

o f  i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l  i t i e s .  

a )  T h e  C o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  make a v a i , Z a b l e  some p o r t i o n  o f  the 

p u b l i c  l a n d s  f o r  a  h o m e s t e a d  program. N o  p e r s o n  s h a l l  be 'el iqible f o r  
, . , * .-,/ " . 1 .  - - -  

m o r e  t h a n  one a g r i c u l  t .ura1  $gd on-e, , ~ i l l  a g e  h o m e s t e a d .  No person '  shhl'l 
. . 

receive t i t l e  t o  a .?mzestead fe tkec y c z r s  a f t z r  thc ,-,-ant cf a 
. . .. . 

h o m e s t e a d  or s h a l l  be a b l e  to-  t r a n s f e r  t i t l e  t o .  a- ; h 6 m e i t & d . ~ i  th in  ten 
' ,; 

y e a r s  o f  r e c e i p t  thereof p r o v i d e d ,  however,, t h a t  these r e q u i r e m e n t s  s h a l l  

be w a i v e d  for p e r s o n s  w h o  h'ave e s t a b l i s h e d  a  c o n t i n u o u s  r e s i d e n c e  in p u b l i c  - . 
" 

l a n d s  f o r  a t  l e a s t  20 y e a r s  a s  o f  the e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  this ~ o i s t i t u t i o n .  

A t  a n y  t i m e  a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  the g r a n t  o f  a  h o m e s t e a d ,  the g r a n t e e  may 

m o r t g a g e  t h a t  h o m e s t e a d  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  a l l  f u n d s  r e c e i v e d  f rom the m o r t a g e  be 
../- - 

d e v o t e d  to  the improvemen t  o f  the homestead. -  Other r q u i r e m e n t s  for 

e l i g i b i l i t y  for the h o m e s t e a d  program and the n a t u r e  o f  the interest  i n  
-4 - I .  

l a n d  t o  be t r a n s f e r r e d  by. the C o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  be a s  p r o v i d e d  b y  l a w .  

\ I  . 
o f f e r e d '  b y  , 



-t No. C;S a 
November 26, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENJ3MENT 
TO mICL;E 111, SM;TION 1 7  (b) 

It is proposed that ar t ic le  111, section 17(b) of the 

draft  Constitution be amended t o  read as £ 0 1 1 ~ :  

Section 17: Public Services. 

b) Public services on Rota7 and Tinian &-+he - 
~ 3 m & - ~ ~ t k & S a i p m  shall  be supemised by a resident de-t head in 

the deparbwnts providing such services appointed by the head of the executive 

branch deparhrwltwith the advice and consent of the majority of the 

representatives and senators in the legislature from the island where 

the resident department head shall perform his duties. These arranqemts 

shall apply t o  the islands north of Saipan when the populations of these 

islands exceeds one thousand persons. 

Offered by, 

Joaquin Torres 



Amendment No. 8 3  
November 26, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE 11, SECTION 3 (a) 

It is proposed that article 11, section 3(a) of the 

draft Constitution be amended to read as follows: 

; 
Representatives. 

a) The house of representatives shall consist 

of nfneteen twelve members with sixteen - ten members elected 

from Saipan and the islands north of Saipan, twe - one members 

elected from Rota and one member elected from Tinian and 

Aguiguan. The number of representatives may be increased by 

law to not more than twe~ty-Sive eighteen. The term of 

office for representative shall be two years. 



November 2 6 ,  1976 

PROPOSED hEIEND2IEST 
TO AETICLE 111: EXECCTIE GRJJU'CK , 

I t  i s  proposed  t h a t  a r t i c l e  111 of  t h e  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  be'amen:ei 

t o  edd a  new s e c t i o n  20 t o  r e a d  as f o l l o w s :  

S e c t i o n  20: Executive A s s i s r a n t  f o r  Chzaorro  A f f a i r s .  
-- - 

a)  An e x e c u t i v e  z s s i s t a n t  s h a l l  bc a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  govern-oz 
P. 

w i t h  the a d v i c e  and consn-il: o f  t h e  s e n a t e .  -- -- 
.b) Thz e::ecu:Tve- a s s i s t a r t  shzll b e  a me~n.,o.l!e.-l- o f  t h e  ' - -- -- 

. . 
- ,  

7 7 g o v e r n o r ' s  c o z n c i l  c r e a t e 3  p u r s u a z t  to a r t i c l e  BI. sectic.:~. 5 ,  a:la sn? . l l  serv:  - , . ----- 

g r o p o s c d  a r c n a l  b u d g e t  2 ~ 6  r e v i e v  t h ~  bu2gz t  b e f c r e  su5mias ion  by t h e  . -.---- 

p ; ~ v e r r . o r  t o  t h e  1 e ~ ; i s l z t u i - e .  The l e g i s ! _ a t u r e  m2:: - by 121~ p r e s c r i b e  c?t& 

d u t i e s  and r s a p o n c i b i l i t i . s s  o f  the e::ecct<ve a s s i s r a n t  f o r  c ~ a - z o r r o  a f f z i r s .  - - 

O f f e r e d  by,  -- - 6 
, , f '\ 



(;7 ,f 

;< i3 A r n e n d ~ e n t  90. 

November 2 6 ,  1976 

PROPOSED TO ARTICLE I1 

I t  i s  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  a r t i c l e  I1 o f  t h e  d r a f t  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  be amended t o  a d d  a new s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d  a s  

f  c l  lows : 

S e c t i o n  16:  Conf il-rna.tion dor rmlss ic~- i .  The - - 
l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  a c b n f  i r m a t i o n  c o ~ c n i s s i o n  t o  a c c s ~ t  - --- L.- 

o r  r e j e c t  by a x a j o r i t y  v o t e  of  i t s  rnerihers anv  a p p o i n . w . e n t  5 ~ 3 7  -- - 
~ r h i c h  - s d v i c e  and  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  l e q i s l z t u 5 - 2  i s  r e n u i r e d  by - t h i s  

CO!-IS t i  t u t i o n  o r  bv l a r ; ~ , _  The c o ~ ~ n i s s  i o n  s h a l l  .be coa&sec', of n!,ne 

neribers, t h r t ? ~  f r o n  t h e  s e n s t e  F n c l u d i n ~  r,r,~ frsx ezch c f  t!-i? -- ------ 

t h r e e  senatorial d i s t r i c t s  e s t b l i s h e d  ~?nd.r- r  ~=ti.@~ 2 ( a )  of  this - - ---- . 
a .. 

a r t i c l e  s e l e c t e 2  bv t h e  r::ej-pb~rs o f  t h e  s e r l ~ t e  f ~ - ~ : n  e a c h  cen,to:r.la 1. 

d i s t r i c t ,  a n d  sii: f r o r L  t h e  h o u s e  o f  r c n r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n c l u d i : l q  :oil: - - L ------- 

f rom S a i p a r ,  el-~Z t h e  i s l a n z s  n o r J ~ h  o f  S a i u a n ,  c n e  fl-~IT! Rot. cln2 - - -- 
o n e  f rom T i n i z n  a ~ l d  Aallicran a l l  s e l e c t e d  zcco r2 inc :  t o  t h z  r u l e s  

o f  t h a t  h o u s e .  Th.e s i z e  o f  t h e  cornmission s h a l l  be c!l;li~uec'i t o  - 

e l e v e n  menbers  when t h e  i s l a n s s  n o r t h  c f  S a i a s n  q ( 1 a l i f y  a s  2 -- 7- 

s e n a ' c o r i a l  - d i s t r i c t  u n d e r  s e c t i c n  2 (b) of t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  w i t h  one  

a d d i t i o n a l  rnzn~ber t o  b e  a  s e n s t o r  fron: t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  o f  S a i ~ a n  

s e l e c t e d  by t h e  nerbers o f  t h e  s e n a t e  f rom t h a t  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s k r i c k  - 
a n d  - t h e  o t h e r  member t o  b e  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  n e ~ b e r  o f  t h e  h o n s e  o f  - 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  - f rom S a i p a n  s e l e c t e d  a c c o i d i n q  t o  t h e  r u l s s  o f  

t h a t  h o u s e .  



T h i s  anendineat w i l l  r e q u i r e  t h e  :uord senate t o  be  

replaced by the word legislature i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o n s t i t u t i o r . . ~ l  .' 

p r o v i s i o n s :  

a r t i c l e  111, s e c t i o n  3 

a r t i c l e  111, s e s t i o n  11 

a r t i c l e  111, s e c t i o n  1 3  

a r t i c l e  111, s e c t i o n  1 4  

a r t i c l e  I V ,  s e c t i o n  5 

a r t i c l e  V ,  s e c t i o r l  6 

a r t i c l e  X I ,  s e c t i o n  4 (a) 
, . 



Amendment No. fd 
November 2 6 ,  1 9 7 6  

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE X I  

I t  is  proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  X I  of  t h e  d r a f t  . 
C o n s t i t u t i o n  be amended a s  fo l lows :  

"To d e l e t e  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y  s e c t i o n  2 and 3 and 

s u b s t i t u t e  w i t h  new s e c t i o n  t o  r ead  a s  fo l lows :  





:SMOTTOJ s e  p e a l  oq uoTq3as Mau yqrm 

s a r a ~ ~ o d  -requamepun3 uTeqxaa aAey TIeys u o r q e ~ o d ~ o a  ayL *MP.T 

Aq paqeaxa u o ~ q e ~ o d l o 3  pue? a g q n d  e 30 d q ~ ~ ~ q ? s u o d s a l  ayq aq 

ITeys T uoTqaaS dq p a u r j a p  se s p u q  a ~ ~ q n d  go u o ~ q ~ s o d s a p  pue 



S e c t i o n  3 :  P u b l i c  Land T r u s t .  There  i s  hereby  

e s t a b l i s h e d  a  P u b l i c  Land T r u s t  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  make r e a s o n a b l e ,  

c a r e f u l  and p r u d e n t  i n v e s t m e n t s  a s  p rov ided  by law." 

O f f e r e d  by, 



Amendment No. z 
November 27, 1976 

. * - .  

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE V I I ,  SECTION 1 

I 

It i s . p r o p o s e d  t h a t  a r t i c l e  V I I ,  s e t t i o n  1 of t h e  d r a f t  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  b e  amended t o  r e a d  a s  fo l iows :  

Sec t ion  1: Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of Voters .  Any person  i s  e l i g i b l e  t o  

v o t e  who, a t  t h e  d a t e  o f ,  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  i s  1 8  y e a r s  of age  o r  o l d e r ,  i s  

domici led i n  t h e  commonwealth; 'i> a r e s i d e n t  of t h b  ~6mmonwhalch &d has  
, . . .  

-a,. 

r e s i d e d  i n  t h e  Commonwealth a s  provided  by law, is  n o t  s e r v i n g  a  s en tence  

I 

m e ~ t k s - e r - l e s 3  f o r  a f e lony ,  h a s n o t  been fou?d by a  c o u r t  t o  

be  of unsound mind, and is  e i t h e r  a United S t a t e s  c i t i z e n  o r  a United S t a t e s  
. .. > 

a .  . 
n a t i o n a l ,  p rovided ,  however, t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  may r e q u i r e .  ' t h a t '  persons  

e l i g i b l e  t o  v o t e  be  United S t a t e s  c i t i z e n s .  

Joaquin  S. Tor re s  



Amendment No. 88 

November 28, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE X I  , SECTION 5  (b )  

It is proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  X I ,  s e c t i o n  5 (b )  o f  t h e  d r a f t  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  b e  amended t o  r e a d  a s  f o l l ows :  

S e c t i o n  5: Fundamental P o l i c i e s .  

a )  The Corpo ra t i on  s h a l l  make a v a i l a b l e  some p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  

l a n d s  f o r  a  homestead program. No pe r son  s h a l l  b e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  more t han  one 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  and  one v i l l a g e  homestead.  No person  s h a l l  r e c e i v e  t i t l e  t o  a  

homestead f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  a f  t e r  t h e  g r a n t  of  a homestead o r  s h a l l  b e  a b l e -  

t o  t r a n s f  e r  t i t l e  t o  a homestead w i t h i n  t e n  y e a r s  o f  r e c e i p t  t h e r e o f  p rov ided ,  

however, t h a t  t h e s e  r equ i r emen t s  s h a l l  b e  waived f o r  p e r s o n s  who have 

e s t a b l i s h e d  a con t i nuous  *sidesee-e~ use  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s  f o r  a t . l e a s t  f i f t e e n  

y e a r s  as o f  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  A t  any t i m e  a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  

t h e  t i t l e ,  t h e  g r a n t e e  may mortgage t h e  l a n d  prov ided  t h a t  a l l  funds  r e c e i v e d  

from t h e  mortgage b e  devoted  t o  t h e  improvement o f  t h e  l a n d .  Other  

r equ i r emen t s  f o r  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  homestead program and t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h e  . 

i n t e r e s t  i n  l a n d  t o  b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  by t h e  Corpo ra t i on  shal l  be  as prov ided  by 

/ 

law.  



Amendment No. 89 

November 28, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDENT 
TO ART1 CLE XVII I ,  SECTION 3 

I t  is proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  X V I I I ,  s e c t i o n  3 o f  t h e  d r a f t  

Cons t i  t u t i o n  be amended a s  f o l l o w s  : 

S e c t i o n  3: L e g i s l a t i v e  I n i t i a t i v e .  

The l e g i s l a t u r e  by a n  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  t h r e e - f o u r t h s  o f  

t h e  members of each house p~e .Fe~f -ertd-~e+&Rg may propose amendments t o  

t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  No proposed anendinen t s h a l l  embrace t h e  s u b j e c t  

m a t t e r  of more than  one a r t i c l e  of t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  

'\ 

.\ O f f e r e d  by: 
\ \ 

" '\ 

? '1. , >, k . 
.- '-\ ' 1  . - . -  

Benjamin T. Manglona \, 



Amendmsn t No. 40 
November 28, 197.6 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE XVIII, SECTION 2(d)  

It is proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  XVIII, s e c t i o n  2(d)  of t h e  d r a f t  

c o n s t i t u t i o n  be  amended t o  r e a d  a s  fo l lows :  

S e c t i o n  2: C o i l s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention. 

(d) The ncmber of d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  Convention s h a l l  be equa l  

t o  t h e  number of meinbers of t h e  n o s t  populous house of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  The 

d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  convsnt ion  s h a l l  be  e l e c t e d  on a nonpa r t i s an  b a s i s  and a  

p o l i t i c a l  ? a r t y  may n o t  endorse  23y c a n d j d a t e  f o r  d e l e c a t e .  

Offered  by, 

,David M, A t a l i g  



Amendment No. 9/ 
November 2 9 ,  1976 

. PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE I X ,  SECTION 1 ,  SUBSECTIONS a )  
AND ' d )  AND SECTION SECTION 2 ,  SUBSECTIONS 

a )  AArD d )  

I t  i s  proposed  t h a t  > a r t i c l e  I X ,  s e c t F o x  1 ,  s u b s e c t i o n s  a )  and d )  

and s e c t i o n  2 ,  s u b s e c t i o n s  a )  and d )  be amended t o  r e a d  a s  fo1loru.s: 

S e c t i o n  1:  I n i t i a t i v e .  The p e o p l e  may e n a c t  l o c a l  l a w s  b y  

i n i t i a t i v e  . 
a )  An i n i t i a t i v e  p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  c o n t a i n  the f u l l  t ex t  o f  

'de p r o p o s e 6  law. f r ' - ~ h e - p e t ~ i ~ e n - p ~ e ~ e 3 e ~ - w - ~ e e e & - & d n - - . b e ~ - ~ f i e e ~ ~ - e ~ ~ ~  

a n e - r n w * e * p a l i ~ y ~ .  - - The  p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  be s i g n e d  b y  a t  l e a s t  t w e n t y  p e r c e n t  

o f  the t o t a l  number o f  v o t e r s  q u a l i f i e d  t o  vote i n  the m u n i c i p a l i t y .  rF$ 

t)le-petft~en-prepe~e~-a-~eneia3-$aw-+e~-tke-€e.m~wea3~h~-+he-pe+4~~en-3ha33 

~ e - s ~ ~ ~ e d - b ~ - ~ ~ - i e a ~ ~ - ~ w e ~ ~ ~ - p e i e e ~ ~ - e ~ - t k e - ~ e ~ a 4 - ~ ~ ~ e ~ - e ~ - ~ ~ a ~ ~ ~ ~ e d - v e ~ e ~ ~  

*n-eeeh-eS-~we-e$-cke-f~s~*eipa4ities~ 

d )  s f - t k e  - A  p e t i t i o n  pfepe3es-e-4eea3-3aw-tkat-a$+ee~s-e~iy 

e n e - m u ~ i e i p a 3 l t y 7 - i t  s h a l l  become l a w  i f  a p p r o v e d  b y  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  the 

r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  o f  the m u n i c i p a l i t y .  Sf-the-2etitien-prepeses-a-genere$- 

3aw-fer-tke-€eme~wea3~k~-Pt-9ke34-Lseeeme-4d~-~~-eppfeved-19y-twe-~kifd~-e+ 

-the-reg*3tefed-veterg-ei-the-€emnweaithr An i n i t i a t i v e  p e t i t i o n  t h a t  h a s  

b e e n  approved  b y  the v o t e r s  s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  t h i r t y  d a y s  a f t e r  the d a t e  o f  

the e l e c t i o n  u n l e s s  the i n i t i a t i v e  p e t i t i o n  i t s e l f  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e s .  



Amendment No. " / /  
November 2 9 ,  1976 

S e c t i o n  2 :  Re fe rendum.  The p e o p l e  may r e j e c t  any  aek-e*- l o c a l  

l a w  e n a c t e d  b y  the l e g i s l a t u r e  b y  r e f e r e n d u m .  - 

a )  A r e f e r e n d u m  p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  c o n t a i n  the f u l l  t e x t  o f  the 

l a w  s o u g h t  t o  be r e j e c t e d .  sf-the-3ew-thee-efieets-en3g-ene-muflie*pe3iCg7 

The p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  be sl 'gned b y  a t  l e a s t  t w e n t y  p e r c e n t  o f  the t o t a l  number  - 
o f  p e r s o n s  qua1 i f i e d  t o  v D t e  w i t h i n  the m u n i c i p a l i t y .  3+-Crke-3aw-is-e-geflera3 

d )  A r e f e r e n d u m  p e t i t i o n  eancerni~g-a-3aee3-3u~d-.thet-afieets 

e~4g-ene-manie*pa4 i . tg  s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  i f  a p p r o v e d  b y  a m a j o r i t y  o f  the v o t e s  

c a s t  b y  q u a l i f i e d  voters w i t h i n  the m u n i c i p a l i t y .  A-fefefenduwpe+$+*en 

e e ~ e e ~ ~ ~ n y - a - g e ~ e i a ~ - & ~ w - r ' e ~ - t . k e - & 8 r ~ e f i w ~ a & ~ k - ~ h a 4 2 - ~ a k e - e f f e ~ ~ - i f - a p p ~ e v ~ G  

~y-e-mejer*ky-ei-the-vet.es-ea~k-by-qutl3i~~ed-veteis-ef-~he-€eme~wea~k~~ A 

l a w  t h a t  i s  the s u b j e c t  o f  a n  a p p r o v e d  p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  become n u l l ,  v o i d  and 

be r e p e a l e d  t h i r t y  d a y s  a f t e r  the d a t e  o f  the election u n l e s s  the 

r e f e r e n d u m  p e t i  t i o i  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e s .  

O f f e r e d  b y ,  



Amendment No. $?q 
November 29, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMZNT 
TO, ARTICLE I X ,  SECTION 3(d)  

It is proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  I X ,  s e c t i o n  3(d) of t h e  d r a f t  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  be  amended a s  fo l lows:  

Sec t ion  3:  R e c a l l .  

(d) A r e c a l l  p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  t h i r t y  days a f t e r  

t h e  d a t e  of t h e  e l e c t i o n  i f  approved by e-mejefify two-thirds of  t h e  

r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s .  

Offered  by,  

Vicente M. Manglona 



Amendment No. -B- 
November 2 9 ,  1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO* ARTICLE I X ,  SECTION 3,  

SUBSECTION a )  

I t  i s  proposed  t h a t  a r t i c l e  I X ,  section 3 ,  s u b s e c t i o n  a )  o f  the 

d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  be amended t o  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :  

S e c t i o n  3: R e c a l l .  A l l  e l e c t e d  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  i n  the 

Commonwealth a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  r e c a l l  b y  the voters o f  the Commonwealth or 

p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  f rom w h i c h  e l e c t e d .  

a )  R e c a l l  p e t i t i o n s  s h a l l  i d e n t i f y  the p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l  

s o c g h t  t o  3s r ~ z a l l e d  51; Eame ar.d t i t l e  02- z f f i c c ,  s h a l l  s t a t e  tile g;roilr;ds 

f o r  r e c a l l  a s  p r o v i d e d  b y  l a w ,  and s h a l l  be s i g n e d  b y  a  number o f  q u a l i f i e d  

voters e q u a l  t o  a t  l e a s t  f o r t y  p e r c e n t  o f  the t o t a l  number o f  p e r s o n s  

q u a l i f i e d  t o  vote f o r  the p u b l i c  o f f i c e  f rom w h i c h  the p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l  i s  

t o  be removed .  

P e d r o  M .  A t a l i g  



Amendment N O .  44 
November 2 9 ,  1 9  76  

PROPOSED AENDMENT TO PREAMBLE 

I t  i s  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  the Preamble  o f  the  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  be amended 

t o  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :  

" W e  the p e o p l e  o f  the Northern Mariana I s l a n d s ,  o r d a i n  and  e s t a b l i s h  

this C o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  o u r  Commonwealth t o  serve a s  the fundamen ta l  l a w  f o r  

the  p r e s e n t  g e n e r a t i o n  a n d  the g e n e r a t i o n s  t o  come.  W e  i m p l o r e  t h e  b l e s s i n g s  

o f  A l m i g h t y  God t o  g u i d e  o u r  i s l a n d  Commonwealth a s  we s t r i d e  i n  u n i t y  t o  

u p h o l d  p r e s t i g e  and  d i g n i  t y  . 
" W e  r e a f f i r m  o u r  r e s p e c t  f o r  t he  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the u n i t e d  S t a t e s  

o f  A m e r i c a ,  and  d e c l a r e  o u r  g o a l  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  governmen t  i n  p o l i t i c a l  

u n i o n  w i t h  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  

" W e  r e c o g n i z e  the n e e d  f o r  the p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  o u r  p e r s o n a l  l i b e r t y  

and  s o c i a l  e q u a l i t y ,  o u r  N o r t h e r n  Mar ianas  h e r i t a g e ,  o u r  l a n d  and i t s  

r e s o u r c e s ,  c u l t u r e s ,  h i s t o r y  and t r a d i t i o n s ;  and  we r e a l i z e  t h a t  the e n  joymcn t  
/ 

o f  r i g h t s  and p r i v i l e g e s  i m p o s e s  d u t i e s  and  o b l i g a t i o n s .  " 

O f f e r e d  b y ,  



Amendment No. 9 5 
November 29, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE X I I ,  SECTION 3 

It i s  proposed t h a t  a r t i c l e  XII, Sec t ion  3 of t h e  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

be amended t o  r ead  as fo l lows :  
6 

Sec t ion  3:  Permanent and Long-Term I n t e r e s t s  i n  Real  P rope r ty .  
I 

The t e rm permanent and long-term i n t e r e s t s i n  r e a l  p rope r ty  a s  used i n  

s e c t i o n  1 s h a l l  i n c l u d e  a l l  f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t s a n d a l l  l ea seho ld  i n t e r e s t s  

of more than  e w c ~ f g r - S t r e  f o r t y  y e a r s  i n c l u d i n g  a l l  renewal r i g h t s .  

Offered  by,  

fix /' 



Amendment No. 

November 2 9 ,  1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE IX, SECTION 1 ,  SUBSECTIOAV d )  

I t  i s  proposed that ar t i c l e  IX, section 1 ,  subsection d )  o f  the 

d r a f t  Constitution be amended . to  read as follows: 

Section 1 .  ~ n i t i t t i v e .  The people may enact laws by i n i t i a t i v e .  

d )  An i n i t i a t i v e  pet i t ion that  proposes a general l a w  for the 

Commonwealth shall becom l a w  i f  approved by a - m e j e r i t y  two-thirds o f  the 

votes cast by persons quali f ied t o  vote i n  the Commonwealth. An i n i t i a t i v e  

p t i t f o r !  that proposes a local l a w  shall becone Jan? i f  23=_*3:.~,~2 A J. . 5 ~  i l -~e j e r i cy  

two-thirds o f  the votes cast by persons from the senatorial d i s t r i c t  who are 

quali f ied t o  vote. An i n i  t iati .ve pet i t ion that  has been approved by the 

voters shall take e f f e c t  t h i r t y  days a f t e r  the date: o f  the election unless 

the pet i t ion p i o ~ i d e s  otherwise. 

Offered by,  

Pedro M .  Ogo 



Amendment N o .  3 
November 30,  19  76 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
SCHEDULE ON TRANSITIONAL MATTERS, SECTION 6 

I t  i s  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  S c h e d u l e  on T r a n s i t i o n a l  M a t t e r s ,  section 6 

be amended t o  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :  

section 6 :  C o n t i n u i t y  o f  C o r p o r a t i o n s  and  L i c e n s e s .  

C o r p o r a t i o n s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  or q u a l i f i e d  t o  do  b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e  

Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  on the e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  the C o n s t i t u t i o n  ' s h a l l  

c o n t i n u e  t o  be so i n c o r p o r a t e d  or  q u a l i f i e d  u n t i l  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  b y  

l a w .  L i c e n s e s  i n  e f f e c t  i n  the N o r t h e r n  Mariana I s l a n d s  on the 

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  the C o n s t i t u t i o n  s h a l l  c o n t i n u e  i n  e f f e c t  u n t i l  

o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  b y  l a w  e x c e p t  t h a t  no s u c h  l i c e n s e  p o s s e s s e d  b y  a 

land surveyor, s h i p  o f f i c e r ,  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  or a p r a c t i c i n g  

t r i a l  a s s i s t a n t  may be amended or r e v o k e d  e x c e p t  f o r  i n c o m p e t e n c e  or  

u n e t h i c a l  c o n d u c t .  
. .- 

O f f e r e d  b y :  



Amendment No. , eB 
November 30, 1976 

. - 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT 

TO ARTICLE VI, SECTIONS 2, 
3, and 6 

proposed that article VI, section 6 of the 

draft Constitution be amended to read as follows: 

Section 2: Election of Mayor. The qualified 

voters of Rota, Saipan, Tinian and the islands north of 

Saipan shall elect a mayor as provided in section 6(a) 

to perform the responsibilities specified in this article 

for each island or group of islands. 

Section 3: Responsibilities of ~ 2 y s r .  

b)  he mayor shall review the adequacy of 

the governmental services and the appropriations provided 

by law for the island or islands he serves and may 

submit any findings or recommendations 

actions regarding these services orrappropriations to the 

governor. 

c) The mayor may investigate complaints 

and conduct public hearings regarding .any matter of local 

concern and submit any findings or recommendations - for 

appropriate action on such subject to the governor and other 

appropriate agencies of the Commonwealth. 



Amendment No. 
( / y  , 

December 1, 1976 

- -  - 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT 

* TO ARTICLE 11, SECTION 3 ( a )  

i. 

It i s  proposed  t h a t  a r t i c l e  11, s e c t i o n  3 ( a )  of t h e  d r a f t  

c o n s t i t u t i o n  b e  amended t o  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :  

S e c t i o n  3: Composi t ion o f  t h e  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  

( a )  The h o u s e  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  o f  f k i r f y  

s e v e n t e e n  members w i t h  fwenfy-give f o u r t e e n  members from S a i p a n  and t h e  

i s l a n d s  n o r t h  of  S a i p a n ,  ehree two members from Rota  and fwa one  mcinbers - - 

f rom T i n i a n  and Aguiguan p r o v i d e d ,  however,  t h a t  t h e  number o f  r e p r e s e n t . . - i v e s  

may b e  i n c r e a s e d  by law t o  n o t  more t h a n  gerfy twenty.  The t e r n  of o f f i c :  

f r o  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s h a l l  b e  two y e a r s .  

O f f e r e d  by,  

J o a q u i n  S. T o r r e s  



Amendment No. /oD , 

December 1 , 19 76 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE I I ,  SECTION 2 ( a )  and (b) 

I t  i s  proposed that a r t i c l e  11, section 2 ( a )  and (b)  o f  the 

draf t  Constitution be amended t o  read as follows: 

Section 2 :  Composition o f  the Senate. 

( a )  The Senate shall consist ~f n*ne s i x  members with - 

i5k~ee two members elected a t  large from Rota, t k ree  two members - - 

elected a t  large from Saipan and the islands north o f  i t ,  and t k ree  

two members elected a t  large from Tinian and Aguiguan. The term o f  - 
o f f i c e  for senator shall be four years except that  the candidate 

receiving the third highest number o f  votes i n  the f i r s t  e lect ion for 
C 

senator on each island pursuant t o  t h i s  section shall serve a term o f  

two years. 

(b) The Senate shall be increased t o  twelve eight 

members and three two ~ m b e r s  s h a l l  be elected from the islands north 

o f  Saipan a t  the f i r s t  regular general elect ion a f t e r  the population 
/ 

o f  these islands exceeds one thousand persons. The senator receiving 

the third.highest  number o f  votes ?n the f i r s t  such elect ion shall serve 

for two years. 

Offered by: 

Joaquin S .  Torres 



Amendment No . lo/  
December 1, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
SCHEDUU ON TRANS ITIONAL MATTERS 

It is proposed, that s e c t i o n  8 ( c )  of t h e  schedule  on T r a n s i t i o n a l  

Mat te rs  b e  amended t o  r ead  a s  fol lows:  

S e c t i o n  8: C i t i z e n s h i p .  

( c )  persons  domic i led  i n  t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  on t h e  

d a t e  of t h e  approval  of t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  by t h e  people of  t h e  Northern Mariana 

I s l a n d s  who, a l t hough  n o t  c i t i z e n s  of t h e  T r u s t  T e r r i t o r y  of t h e  P a c i f i c  I s l a n d s ,  

on that d a t e  have been domici led con t inous ly  in t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  

beginning p r i o r  t o  3arttta~y-b-&974 October 3 ,  1976. 

. 
Offered  by, 



Amendment No. /a 
December 1, 1976 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE 11, SECTION 3 (a) 

. 
It is proposed that article 11, section 3(a) 'of the draft 

Constitution be amended to read as follows: 

Section 3: Composition of the House of Representatives. 

a) The house of representatives shall consist of  hef fee^ 

thirteen members with a P x t e e ~  eleven members elected from ~aipan and the 

islands north of Saipan, fwe - one members elected from Rota and one member 

elected from Tinian and Aguiguan. The number of representatives may be 

increased by law to not more than fweaty-&ve nineteen.  he term of 

office for representative shall be two years. 

. r 

Pedro M. Atalig 
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