: Amendment No. \
November 20, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE II, SECTION 5(c)

It is proposed that article II, section 5 of the draft

Constitution be amended to read as follows:

Section 5: Enactment of Legislétion.

c) The legislature shall enact no law excepf By bill

and no bill shall beceme-1law be enacted without the approval of

at least a majority of the votes cast in each house of the
. :

legislature.

Offered by:
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Amendment No. ,;l

November 20, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE I, SECTION 6 )

It 1s proposed that article I, section 6 of the draft Comstitution
be amended to read as follows:

Section 6: Equal Protection. No person shall be denied the equal

protection of the laws, Ne persem nor shall be denied the enjoyment of civil
rights or be discriminated against in the exercise thereof on account of

race, color, religion, ancestry or sex.

L}
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Amendment No. ::E

November 20, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE I, SECTION 13

It is proposed that article I of the draft Constitution be amended
to add section 13 to read as follows:

Section 13: Traditional Art of Healing. The legislature shall

not enact any law prohibiting the practice of the traditional art of

healing.

v Offered by,
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Francisco T. Palacios



Amendment No. }

' November 20, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE I, SECTION 14

It is proposed that article I of the draft Constitution be amended
to add section 14 to read as follows: . -

Section 1l4: Continuation of Medical and Dental Licenses. All

medical and dental licenses, including para-medical and para-dental licenses,

that were issued prior to the ratification of this Constitution’ shall

x

continue to be valid after the establishment of the Commonwealth of the

Northern Mariana Islands.

Offered by,
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Amendment No. \E;

November 20, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE I

It is proposed that article I of the draft Constitution be amended

to include a new section 13, as follows:

Section 13: Health Services for Indigents. Indigents shall have the right

to free health services.

Offered by,
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Amendment No. (g'

, November 20, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE ITI, SECTION 11

It is proposed that article II, section 11 of the

draft Constitution be amended to read as follows:

Section 11: Legislative Compensatioﬁ.

The members of the legislature shall receive an annual
salary of twelve thousand dollars and sueh reasonable allowances
for expenses as-may-be provided by law, The salary of members
may be imereased adjusted no more frequently than once every
four years and only upon the recqﬁmendation of an advisory
commission te-be established by law to study and make recommendations
concerning the compensation of Commonwealth executive, legislative

and judicial officers except that no adjustment in the salary may be

made within seven years of the effective date of the Constitution

that exceeds a percentage which is the same percentage change, up or

down, in a generaliy accepted and impartial index of the

cost-of-living. No inerease adjustment in the salary of the members

of the legislature shall apply to the legisiature which enacted the

same,

Offered by:
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Manuel A. Tenorio
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Amendment No. ___::1_____

November 20, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE VII, SECTION 1

It is proposed that article VII, section 1 of the draft
Constitution be amended to read as follows:

Section 1: Qualifications of Voters. Any person is eligible to

vote who; at the date of the election, is 18 years of age or older, is
domiciled in the Commonwealth, is a resident of the Commonwealth and has
resided in the Commonwealth as provided by law, #s-net-serving-a-sentenee
for-any—crime-eéher—fhan—a—misdemeaneflhaving—a—maximum—senfenee—ef-six—

montns-er-+e99 has not been convicted of a felony or if convicted his civil

rights has been restored, has not been found by a court to be of unsound
mind, and is either a United States citizen or a United States national,

provided, however, that the legislature may require that persons eligible to

vote be United States citizens.

Offered by,
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November 19, 1976

) ' PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE III, SECTION 11
It is proposed that article III, section 11 of

the draft Constitution be amended to read as follows:

4

Section 11: Attorney General. The-geverner-shaii-appezint

an-atteorney-generai-with-the-advice-and-consent-of-the

senate. There shall be an attorney general who shall be .

appointed by the governor with the advice and consent of

the senate during the four years following the effective

date of the Constitution and who thereafter shall be popularly

elected. The attorney general, shall sefve as legalradviser
to the governor and executive'departments, shall be respon-
sible for representation of the Commonwealth government in
all legal matters, and shall serve as chief law enforcement
officer with responsibility for prosecuting violations of

Commonwealth law.

Offered by,

Ramon G. Villagomez
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- 7
s Amendment No. ! C/

November 20, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
, TO ARTICLE III, SECTION 2

It is proposed that article III, section 2 of the draft Comstitution
be amended to read as follows:

i

Section 2: Qualifications of the Governor. The governor shall be

a qualified voter of the €emmemwealth Northern Marianas, at least thirty
years of age, a citizen or national of the United States and a resident and

domiciliary in the €emmeawealth Northern Marianas for at least seven years

v
immediately preceding his election. A different period of required

residence or domicile may be provided by law.

-

Offered by,

Luis A. Benavente



Amendment No. \ \

November 20, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE II1I, SECTION 4

It is proposed that article III, section 4 of the draft Constitution
be amended to read as follows:

Section 4. Election of the Governor and the Lieutenant Governor.

The governor and lieutenant governor shall be elected at large within the
Commonwealth at a regular general election and shall take officé és provided
by article VIII. The governor and lieutenant governor shall be elected
jointly for a term of four years with'each voter casting a single vote
applicable to both offices., WNo person shall be elected governor-mere-than

three—times to more than two terms of office as governor.

‘Pedro Q. yéla Cruz &~;ZEEET—J



Amendment No. 5 2}:

. November 20, 1976

~

"PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE III, SECTION 5

It is proposed that article III, section 5 of the draft
Constitution be amended to read as follows:

Section 5: Compensation of the Governor and Lieutenant Governor.

i

The governor shall receive an annual salary of twenty-five thousand dollars
and the lieutenant governor an annual salary of twemty-twe twenty thousand
dollars, Both shall receive such reasonable allowances for expenses as may
be provided by law. Upon the recommendation of the advisory commission on
executive, legislative and judicial c;mpensation created by article II of
this Constitution, the legislature may increase or decrease the governor's

. or lieutenant governor's salary provided, however, that neither salary shall

be increased or diminished during the period for which the governor or

lieutenant governor shall have been elected.

Offered by,

Luis A. Benavente
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. Amendment No. ‘ J

November 20, 1976 g

-

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE III, SECTION 8(b)

It is proposed that artidle III, section 8(b) of the draft Consti-

tution be amended to read as follows:

4

Section 8: Absence or Disability of the Govermor.

b) Wﬁen the governor is unable to diécharge the duties of his office
by reéson of impeachment or other disability, including but not limited to
physical or mental disability, the lieutenant governor shall be acting
governor, If the lieutenant governor is unavailable to serve, the order of
succession to the office of acting governor shall be the same as if the
governor were physically absent from thé Commonwealth. ZIf-the-persen-next—in
guecessisg-te—the—guverner-has—reason-to-betteve~ehat~£he~governor-ia—-unabie
to-discharge-the~duties—of-nig-offieey-that-persen-shati-inferm-the-Gommon—
weaith—appeais-eeurt—er-the—United—SEaees—Distr;et—Geurt—ié—na—Gammenweaieh
appeats-eourt—has-been-ereated-under-gseetion-3-of-artiete-I¥-——Fhe-ecoure
shali-have-originais-eneiuvatve-and-finnt-4urisdietion-to-determine—all
'questions-regarding—diaabiiify—of—the—governer;-the-exésEenee-ef-a-vacapey
in-the-office-of-governor;-and-suecessten—te—the—effice-or-ita-pewers-and

duttesy

Offered by,
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November 19, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE IV, SECTION 5

It is proposed that article IV, section 5 be

amended to read as follows}

Section 5: Appoinément and Qualifications. Judges shall be

appointgd for a term of six 46+ years by the governor by and

with,the consent of the senate. fhe term of office may be

increased by law to not more than twelve +32% years for

judges who have served at least one term. A judge shall be

at—-teast-thirty-{36>-years-ef-age; a United States citizen

or naﬁional and possess such other qualifications as may be
L

provided by law.

Offered by,

Ramon G. Villagomez



November 19, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE IV, SECTION 4
It is proposed that article IV, section 4 be

amended to read as follows:

Section 4: Jurisdiction of the United States District Court

for the Northern Mariana Islands. The United States

District Court for the Northern Mariana Islands shall have
trial and appellate jurisdiction in all civil and criminal
cases to-the-extent-that-such-jurisdietion-is-not-vested-in-

the-courts-ef-the-Commonwealtth-by-thig-areiele-or-by—-the

legistature-acting-pursuant-teo—this-artiete. concurrent with

that of the courts of the Commonwealth. When the District

Court sits as an appellate court to hear appeals from the
Commonwealth trial court or from the District Court sitting
as trial court, it shall consist of three judges, at least
one of whom shall be a judge reguiarly assigned to a division
of the Commonwealth trial court that functions as a court of
record.

Offered by,

Ramon G. Villagomez



Amendment No. \ '1

. November 20, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE VI, SECTION 5

It is proposed that article VI, section 5 of the draft

Constitution be amended to read as fgllows:

Section 5: Governor's Council ef-Mayers.

The mayors who are elected pursuant to section 2, a

* . .
S T

representative of the Carolinian community who iéAéppbinted by
\

the governor and who is acceptable to that community, and the

governor shall censtitute a council ef-mayers to advise the
L]

governor on local and ethnic matters. The governor shall preside

over the council which shall meet at least four (4) times each
year to consider any matter relating to-the relationship between

the Commonwealth and its separate islands and to the relationship

among ethnic groups as the members place on the council's

agenda.
Offered by:
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November 19, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
70 ARTICLE IX, SECTION 1
SUBSECTIONS a) and 4)

It is proposed that article IX, section 1, subsections

a) and d) of the draft Constitution be amended to read as follows:

Section l: Initiative. The people may enact laws by initiative.

a) An initiative betition shall contain the
full text of the proposed law. ZI£f-+he-petitieon-prapeses-a
teocai-taw-that-affeets-onty-one-munieipality;-the-petition
shali-pe-signed-by-at-lecaat-twenty-{20)-percent-of-the-total
namber-of-veters-gualtified-to-vote-in-the-Munieipaltitys-——-F£-
the-petitieﬁ—pfepeses—a-generé%—}aw—éef-the—eemmenweaith7 The
petition shall be signed by at least twenty percent of the
total number of qualified voters in eaeh-ef-twe-of-the-munitei-
patities the Commonwealth.

d) Z£-the-petition-propeses-a-iecai-iaw-that

affeects-eniy-ene-munieipatity;-i+ A petition shall become law

if approved by‘twe—thirds a majority of the registered-vetrers-ef

the-€ommenweatth votes cast. An initiative petition that has

been approved by the voters shall take effect thirty +38% days
after the date of the election unless the initiative petition
itself otherwise provides.

Offered by,

Ramon G. Villagomez



N

November 19, 1976

. ‘ PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE XI, SECTION 5a)

It is proposed that article XI, section 5 of the

draft Constitution be amended to read as follows:

3

Section 5: Fundamental Policies: The Marianas Public Land

Corporation shall follow certain fundamental policies in the
performance of its responsibilities.

a) The Corporaéion shall make available some
portion of the public lands for a homestead program: .No
person shall be eligible for more than one agrieuiturait-and
ene-viltiage homestead. No pergon shall receive title to
a2 homestead fcr five years after the grant cf a homestead
or shall be able to transfer title to a homestead within
ten years of receipt thereof provided, however, that these
requirements shall be waived for persons who have established
a continuous residence on public lands for at least 28 fifteen
years as of the effective date of this Constitution. Other
requirements for eligibility for the homestead program and
the nature of the interest in land to be transferred by the
Corporation shall be as provided by law.

Offered by,

Ramon G. Villagomez

a



Amendment No. i§\-z>

‘ ' ' November 20, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE XIII, SECTION 1

It is proposed that article XIII, section 1 of the draft
Constitution be amended to read as follows:

Section 1: Eminent Domain Power. The government may exercise

the power of eminent domain to acquire private property necessary for the

accomplishment of a public purpose as-previded-by-iaw for education,

utility, roads and health facilities,

Francisco T. Palacios



November 19, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE II, SECTION 2/
SUBSECTIONS a) and b)

It is proposed that article II, section 2, subsections

a) andvb) of the draft Constitution be amended to read as follows:

4

Section 2: Composition of the Senate.

a) The senate shall consist of nine-+£9% six
members with three-{33% two members elected at large from .
Rota, three-{3) two members elected at large from Saipan and
the islands north of it, and three-<{33} two members élécted
at large from Tinian and Agiguan. The term of office for
senator shall be four years except that.the candidate senator -
receiving the €nzrd~nzghest lQEEE number of votes in the
first election for senator on each island pursuant to
this section shall serve a term of two years. .

b) The senate shall be increased to tweive
eight members and three two members shall be elected from
the islands north of Saipan at the first regular general
election after the population of these islands exceeds one
thousand persons. The senator receiving the—thiré-highest
lower number of votes in the first such election shall
serve for two years.

Offered by,

Ramon G. Villagomez



Amendment No. :l-ZQ
November 20, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE II, SECTION 3

It is proposed that article II, section 3 of the draft

Constitution be amended to read as follows:

Section 3: Composition of the House of Representatives.

a) The House of Representatives shall consist of
thirty-£36}) fourteen members with twenty-five-{25} twelve
members from Saipan and the islands north of Saipan, %hree-{S}
one members from Rota and twe-{2} one members from Tinian and
Aguiguan provided, however, that the number of representatives

may be increased by law to not more than ferty-(463) twenty (20).

The term of office for representative shall be two (2) years.

b) A representative shall be”a qualified voter of the
Commonwealth, a United States citizen or national, at least
twenty-one (21) years of age, and a resident of the Commonwealth
for at least three (3) years immediately preceding his election.
A longer residency requirement may be provided by law.

c) Rota shall constitute one electoral district,
Tinian and Aguiguan shall constitute one electoral district, the
islands north of Saipan shall constitute one electoral district,
an& Saipan shall be divided into six (6) electoral districts for
the election of representatives. .The legislature may change the

number and boundaries of the electoral districts used for



Amendment No. <;:£l'

November 20, 1976

electing representatives but no district on Rota and Saipan
shall consist of more than one island. For ten (10). years
following the effective date of this Constitution, the
legislature shall not change the electoral districts on Saipan
and the islands north of Saipan except pursuant to its duties

under section 4 of this article.

Offered by:
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November 18, 1976

.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE II, SECTION 14
It is proposed that article II, section 14 of the
draft Constitution be amended to read as follows:»

Section 14: Sessions. The legislature shall meet for

organizational purposes on the second Monday of January in
the year following the regular general election at which
members of the legislature are.elected and shall be a
continuous body for the two years between such orgahiéational
meetings. Each house ;hall meet in reguitar-sessions-as
previded—by—iaw—er—its-preeedgres—and-may—be—eehveneé-at

other-times-by-tt3-presiding-efficer-or-bv-the-geoverne

it

forty-five day regular sessions spaced six months apart.

Special legislétive sessions may be called by the governor

or a majority of the legislature. When meeting pursuant to

the-geverneris-eatt a call for a special session, the

legislature shall consider only those subjects described
in the call.

Offered by,
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. -%Afc—d{} <l ///’;;ﬁ‘\ ¢ C .

Francisco T. Palacios




November 18, 1976

’

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO
ARTICLE II, SECTION 13

It is proposed that article II, section 13 of the

draft Constitution be amended to read as follows:

Section 13: Legislative Immunity. No member of the legis-

lature.shall be questioned in any other place for any written
of oral statement in the legislature or its committees and

no member of the legislature shall be subject to arrest

while going to or coming from a meeting of the legislature

or a Committee, except for treason, felony or breach of the

L4

peace.
Offered by,
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Amendment No. ;£\E;

November 20, 1976 .

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE II, SECTION 11
It is proposed that article II, section 11 of the draft Constitution

be amended to read as follows:

4

Section 11: Legislative Compensation. The members of the legislature shall

receive an annual salary ef-twelve-theusend-dellers-and-sueh-ressenable
allewanees-fer-expenses-as-may-be-provided-by-tawr~-FThe-salary-of-members ‘
may—be—inereaseé—ne—mere—frequent&y—than—eﬁee-every—feuf—years—aaé-ealy-upeﬁ
Ehe—feeemmenéatién—ef-an—&évisery—eemmissien;Ee-be—esEab&ished—by—&aw—&e .
study-and-make-recommendastions—coneerning-the-eompensation-ef-Commenwealth
executives—tegiatative-and-judietat-officerasr—~No-inerease-in-the-satary-ef
the-membeyg—of-the-logielature-ghatt-apply—te~the~tegisiature-which-enaeted

the-same+ as provided by law. The salary of members of the legislature may

.

be neither increased nor diminished during the term for which they were

elected.

Pedro Q./Dela Cruz



Amendment No. .Cl\ L?

November 20, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE II, SECTION 11

It is proposed that article II, section 11 of the draft Constitution

be amended to read as follows:

Section 11: Legislative Compensation. The members of the legislature shall

receive an annual salary of tweive eight thousand dollars and such reasonable '~ T
expenses as may be provided by law. The salary of members may be increased |
no more frequently than once every four t4) years and only upon the recommendation
of an advisory commiséion to be established by law to study and make recommendations
concerning the compensation of Commonwealth executive, legislative and judicial
officers. No increase in the salary oftthe members of the legislature shall

apply to the legislature which enacted the same.

Offered by,
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Amendment No. ll\ E

November 20, 1976

[N

‘PRGPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE II, SECTION 11
It is proposed that article II, section 11 of the draft Constitution

be amended to read as follows:

Section 11: Legislative Compensation. The members of the legislature shall

receive an annual salary ef-twelve-theusand-deilars-£$12;006) that shall be

fixed by law and such reasonable allowances for expenses as may be provided

by law. The salary of members may be increased no more frequently than once

every four (4) years and only upon the fecommendation of an advisory commis-

sion to be established by law to study and make recommendations concerning

the compensation of Commonwealgh executive, legislative and judicial officers.
)

No increase in the salary of the members of the legislature shall apply to

the legislature which enacted the same.

Offered by,

Ramon G. Villagomez



. (:%
2 - Amendment No.
November 19, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE II, SECTION 3

It is proposed that article II, section 3 of the draft Constitution
be amended to read as follows:

Section 3: Composition of the House of Representatives.

a) The House of Representatives shall consist of thirty-{303

fifteen (15) members with twemty-fiwe-£{25} thirteen (13) members from

Saipan ead including the islands north of Saipan, three-<3} one (1) membere-
from Rota and twe—<2} one (1) members- from Tinian and including Aguiguan
provided, however, that the number of representatives may be increased to

not more than ferty-<{463 twenty (20). The term of office for representatives -

shall be two (2) years. In elections for representatives, including those for -

nomination, each elector may cast the number of votes equal to the number of

candidates runuing for the House of Representatives fromthe respective island

or islands. Each elector may cast his votes for one (1) candidate or distribute

.

them among the several candidates. The candidates receiving the highest number

of votes shall be declared elected.

b) A representative shall be a qualified voter of the Gemmenwealeh

Northern Marianas, a United States citizen or national, at least twenty-one (21)

years of age, and a resident of the Gemmenwesith Northern Marianas for at least

three (3) years immediately preceding his election. A longer residency require-

ment may be provided by law.

Offered by,

Luis A. Benavente



Amendment No. i)) C ,
Novemﬁer 19, 1976
PROPOSED.AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE II, SECTION 2
It is proposed that article II, section 2 of the draft Constitution
be amended to read as follows:

Section 2: Composition of the Senate.

a) The Senate shall consist of nime-€{9} six (6) members with
three~{33 two (2) members elected at large from Rota,-three-{3} two (2) members
elected at lérge from Saipan and the including islands north of it, and three-{3}
two (2) m;mbers elected at large from Tinian and including Aguiguan. The term
of office for senator shall be four (4) years except that the candidate receiv-
ing the ¢h%rd second highest number of votes in the first election for senator
on each island pursuant to this section shall serve a term of two (2) years.

b) The Senate shall be incre@%ed to twelve—<32} eight (8) members and

L 4
three-33

~j-

two (2) members shall be elected from islands north of Saipan

at the first general] election after the population of these islands exceeds
one thousand (1,000) persons. The senator receiving the #h+rd second highest
number of votes in the first such election shall serve for two (2) years.

c) A sentator shall be a qualified voter of the Gemmenwealth

Northern Marianas, a United States citizen or national, at least twenty-five

(25) years of age, and a resident of the Eemmenwea*th Northern Marianas for

at least five (5) years immediately preceding his election. A longer residency

requirement may be provided by law.

Offered by,

Luis A. Benavente



Amendment No. EE) I

' November 20, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE II, SECTION 3(a)

It is proposed that article II, section 3(a) of  the draft
Constitutién be amended to read as follows;

Section 3: Composition of the House of Representatives.

a) The House of Representatives shall consist of thirty
fifteen members with ¢wenty-£ive thirteen members from Saipan and the
islands north of Saipan, three one member from Rota and ¢twe one from
Tinian and Aguiguan provided, however, that the number of representatives

®

may be increased by law to not more tham ferty twenty. The term of office

for representative shall be two years.

Offered by,

Ramon G. Villagomez



(
. Amendment No. __Eﬁ_;gl__

November 19, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
. " TO ARTICLE II, SECTION 8

'

It is proposed that article II, section 8 of the draft Constitution
be amended to read as follows:

Section 8: Confirmation of Appointments: The senate and the house of

Tepresentatives sitting in joint session shall have the power to confirm

appointments by the governor where such confirmation is required by this

Constitution oy by law.

If this amendment is adopted, changes in the following other constitutional
provisions will be necessary:

article TII, section 3

')

article III, section 11;

article IIf, section 13; ‘
aArticle III, section 14

article IV, section 5;

article V, section 6; and

article XI, section 4(a)

Offered by,

/"”T"W’WTw\ 0

___.—~Lorenzo I. Guerrero
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Amendment No. (?\g

November 20, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE XI, SECTION 6(g)

It is proposed that article XI, section 6 of the draft

Constitution be amended to add the following subsection.

Section 6: Marianas Public Land Trust.

g) There is herebv established a Commonwealth

Development Bank. The legislative process of the Commonwealth of

the Northern Mariana Islands shall establish the basic law of the
[

Commonwealth Development.

The Trustee shall invest 55% in the Commonwealth

Development Bank, and 45% in education of the Marianas descent

from the revenue derive from Section 803(b) under the Covenant.

Offered by:
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Amendment No.fgl%

November 20, 1976

* PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE XIII, SECTION 3

It is proposed that article XIII, section 3 of the draft

Constitution be amended to read as follows:

Section 3. Statute of Limitations.

The legislature may repeal any statute of limitation
currently in force in the Commonqealth with respect to land in
order for the Commonwealth to provide compensation for past
transactions. Such compensation to be provided by the

Commonwealth may-inelude-monetary-reiltef-or shall be in priority

with respect to the distribution of public lands but shall not
affect any right in property that vested pursuant to the repealed

_statute of limitations.

Offered by:

/ . .). 7 / . -~ "
i - I - .
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Francisco T. Palacios




Amendment No. :3 ls

November 21, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE III, SECTION 12

It is éroposed that article III, section 12 of the draft Constitution

be amended to read as follows:

Section 12: Public Auditor. The governor shall appoint a public auditor with‘

the advice and consent of the legislature. The public auditor shall audit the

receipt, possession and disbursement of all public funds by any branch, agency

or , department and instrumentality of the Commonwealth and shall perform ,
other duties as provided by 13w. The public auditor shall report his findings-
to the legislature and the governor at least once every year and ;uch report
shall promptly be removed only for cause and with the concurrence of two-thirds
of the members of the legislature. 1In the event that there is a vacancy in
the office of pubiic auditor, the presiding officer of the senate shall

appoint a temporary public auditor who shall serve until the governor -appoints

a successor with the advice and consent of the iegislature.

. Offered by, .
P P
;- ) S /
: / -~ P
(~:. __-—-—’f/’/45~’< et el W ’ Ve .uv = ( L e s

Francisco T. Palacios



Amendment No. :3 <;3

: ' - November 20, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE XII, SECTION 5

4

It is proposed that article XII, section 5 of the draft
Constitution be amended to read as follows:

Section 5: Corporations. A corporation shall be deemed to be a _ _

person of Northern Marianas descent so long as it is incorporated in the
Commonwealth, has its principal place of business in the Commonwealth, has
directors at least fifty-one percent of whom are persons of the Northern
Marianas descent and has voting sharei at least fifty-one percent of which
arc owned by persons of Northern Marianas descent as defined by Section 4.

No corporation shall be formed for the sole purpose of holding an interest

in land.,. - .

Offer

e Qéi///gc/\ s
o8

Pedro Qy/DeIé Cruz




Amendment No. <£5 —7 .

. November 20, 1976

PROPQSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE I, SECTION 7

4

It is proposed that article I, section 7 of the draft Constitution
be amended to read as follows:

Section 7: Awvaitability-ef-a-Militdipr~~-In-order-that-a-mititin-be

avetiable~if-neeegsary-in-£imes—eof-epergeneys—the-right—of-the-peepte-teo-~

keep-and-bear-armg-ghati-net-—be-infringed.

Gun Control. The legislature shall by law restrict

the right of persons living in the Commonwealth to possess hand guns. The

L]
law enacted pursuant to this section shall contain no exceptions except

those required for the public safety.

Offered by,

[ 4 /

:// < ' . b

/kx //"r‘:";'.l/ébv\ ,/', ‘,/"‘(,-:,-\//
Joaquin §. Torres
. 4




Amendment No. 38

\ ' ' November 20, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE II, SECTION 2

4

It is proposed that article II, 'section 2 of the draft Constitution
be amended to read as follows:

Section 2: Composition of the Senate.

e

a)-—Fhe-Senate-shall-econsist-of-nine-members-with-three-members
e&eeEed—ae—iafge—ffem—RBEa;—ehfee—membefs—eieeeed—at—iafge—ffem;Saipan-aﬁd-fhe
islands—nerth-ef-it;—and-three-memberg-eleected-at-iarge-frem-Fintan-and-Agiguan~
The-%efm-ef-eéééee—éef—seﬁaeef—shai&—%e—ﬁeuf-yeafs-exeepf—%hae—fhe—eaﬁdiéafe-
iohess-numbew—_ef-vetea-in-the-first-eloctien—fer-senate-
en-eaeh~-isiand-pursuant-te~this-geection-shali-serve-a-term-of-two-yearss

b}--The-Seneste~shali-be-inereased-+to-twelve-members—and-£hree
memberg-shall-be-eteeted-from-£he-island-nerth-ef-Saipan-at—the-first-regular—
gaeefaé-eieeéien—affef-the—pepuiaeieﬁ—ef—Ehese—igiands—exeeeds—ene-iheueand
persens—--FThe-serator-reeeirving-the-third-highest-number~of-votes~in-the-first
gueh-eleetion-ghatl-serve-for—two-years,

a) The Senate shall consist of nine members with three members

elected at large from each of three senatorial districts. The first sematorial

district shall consist of Rota, the second senatorial district shall consist of

Tinian and Aguiguan, and the third senatorial district shall consist of Saipan

and the islands north of it. The senate shall be increased to twelve members

and three members shall be elected at large from a fourth senatorial district

consistingvof the islands north of Saipan at the first regular general election
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after the population of .these islands exceeds one thousand persons.

b) The term of office for senator shall be four years except

that the candidate receiving third highest number of votes in the first election

in each senatorial district shall serve a term of two years.

c) A senator shall be a qualified weter to vote in ef the
Commonwealth, a-Bmited-States—eitizen—er-matienat, at least twenty-five years

of age, and a resident and domiciliary for at least five years immediately

preceding his election. A longer residency and domicile requirement may be:

provided by law.

* Offered by,

Jose P. Mafnas

on behalf of the
Governmental Institutions
Committee '
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5
Amendment No. ’;j//
November 20, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO
ARTICLE II, SECTION 8
It is proposed that article II of the draft
Constitution be amended to delete section 8 and to renumber

the following sections of the article accordingly.

Saetion-8+-—-Confirmation-of-Appointmentss--Phe-senate-shati-have
the-power-te-confirm-appeintmenta-by-the-governor-where-suneh-

eonfirvmation-is-required-by-this-Congtitution-or-by-taws

Offered by,

Governmental Institutions
Committee



/
Amendment No. 4/6

November 20, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO
ARTICLE II, SECTION 6

It is proposed that article II, section 6 of the

draft Constitution be amended to read as follows:

Section 6: Local Laws. Laws that relate exclusively to

local matters within one senatorial district em-Retas-Saipans

Pintan-er—-rhe-isiands-north-of-Saipan may be enacted by the
legislature or by a majority of the members representatives

and-senators representing that district the—respeeéi%e-is}and

er-iatands. The legislature shall define the sueh
local matters that may ean b% the subject of legislation

enacted by the members a-majerity-ef-the-renresenkakives

and-seraters from the respective senatorial districts fsiand-eor

i+atands, rules or regulations promulgated by a mayor pursuant to
article VI, section 3(e), or local %aws-er ordinances adopted
by agencies of local government that-may-ke established

pursuant to article VI, section 6(b).

Oftered by,

onfbehalf offthe
Gdvernmental Institutions
Committee




Amendment No. 4Q

November 20, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO
ARTICLE II, SECTION 13

It is proposed that article II, section 13 of the

draft Constitution be amended to read as follows:

Section 13: %egistasive Immunify. No member of the

iegislature shall be questioned in any other place for any
written or oral statement in the legislature er-its-
eommit+ees and no member of the legislature shall be
subject to arrest while going to or coming from a meeting

of the legislature er-a-eemmittee except for treason,

felony or breach of the peace.

Offered by,

@

Jos P. Mafna
ehalf of
Go ernmenta Instltutlons

Committee




Amendment No, _éégi_
November 20, 1976

.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO
ARTICLE II, SECTION 5(c)
It is proposed that article II, section 5(c) of

the draft Constitution be amended to read as follows:

Section 5: Enactment of Legislation.

c) The legislature shall enact no law except .. ..

by bill and no bill shall beeceme-iaw be enacted without the

approval of at least a majority of the vetes-eas+ members

in each house of the legislature.

Submitted by,

)5
VLD

Josg P. Mafna

onfbehalf ofgthe

Gdvernmental Institutions
Committee




Amendment No. Lf 3

November 20, 1976

,

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE II, SECTION 3

It is proposed that article II, section 3 of the draft Constitution
be amended to read as follows:

Section 3: Composition of the House of Representatives

a) The house of representatives shall consist of €hiwey .

nineteen membews representatives with &wemty-five sixteen members

representatives from Saipan and the islands north of Saipan, €hree two

membewrs representatives from Rota and &we one membex representative from

"Tinian and Agiguan. previded;-hewevery-that The number of representatives
may be increased by law to not more than ferty twenty-five. The term of
office for representative shall be two years.

e} b) For purposes of electiqé representatives Rota shall

constitute one electoral district, Tinian and Agiguan shall constitute one

eteetorat district; and Saipan and the islands north of Saipan shall constitute

-one-eteetorat-distriety-and-Saipan-shati-be-divided-inte six electoral
districts. fer-the-election-of-representatives. fhe,legislature may change
the number and boundaries of the such eleetera: districts only uses-fer
electing-representetives-but-no~distriet-on-Reta-and-Saipan-9hali-eonsigt—-of
more-than-ene-istend+-—-For-ten-years-foliewing-the-effeetive-date-of-this
€onstitutiony-the-iegistature-shali-net-echange-the-eteetoral-distriets-on
Saipan-and-the-isiands-nerth-ef-Saipan except pursuant to its duties under

section 4 of this article. When the population of the islands north of Saipan
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equals or exceeds the number of persons represented by any member of the

house of representatives these islands shall constitute a separate district

electing one representative.

B> ¢) A representative shall be & qualified wvete® to vote

in the Commonwealth, a~United-States—eitizen-or-national; Lt least twenty-one ..

years of age, and a resident and domiciliary of the Commonwealth for at least
three years immediately preceding h#s election. A longer residency and

domicile requirement may be provided by law.

Offered by,

Jose P, Mafnas

on behalf of the
Governmental Institutions
Committee



P

Amendment No. 4/4/

‘ T ‘ November 20, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE II, SECTION 2(a) and (b)

a

It is proposed that article II, section 2(a) and (b) of the draft
Constitution be amended to read as follows:.

Section 2: Composition of the Senate.

- —

-~ aho The Senate shall consist of nime six members with three two .- -.
members elected at large from Rota, th®ee two members elected at large from
Saipan and the islands north of it, and ¢h®ee_two members elected at large from

Tinian and Aguiguan. The term of office for senator shall be four years except: -

that the condideate senator raceiving the third-kighest lower number of votes in the
first election for senator on each island pursuant to this section shall serve
a term of two years. :
b) The Senate shall be increased to twelwe eight members and
three two members shall be elected from the islands nerth of.Saipan at the __ ...
_first regular general election after the population of these islands exceeds.one. ..
thousand persons. The senator receiving the third-highes# lower number of votes

in the first such election shall serve for two years. L. Ced amUL .
Offered by,

(e

Francisco T. Palacios
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Amendment No. s

November 20, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE I, SECTION 4(3)

It is proposed that article I, section 4(3) of the draft Constitution

be amended to read as follows:

Section 4: Criminal Prosecutions.. In all criminal prosecutions

certain fundamental rights shall pertain.

[

j) Persons who are under 18 years of age, deaf-mutes, imbeciles, .

insane, and others who are physically and mentally handicapped shall be vorotected

in criminal judicial proceedings and in conditions of imprisonment.

Offered by,

_Eorenzo I. Guerrero
P



Amendment No. L_\ (0

. ' 4 November 20, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE XI, SECTION 6(a)

It is proposed that article XI, section 6(a) of the draft
Constitution be amended to read as follows:

Section 6: Marianas Public Land Trust. There is hereby established

a Marianas Public Land Trust.

a) The Trust shall have three trustees.appointed and removed

by the Commonwealth trial court. At least two of the trustees shall be of

Northern Marianas descent as provided by article XII, section 4 of this

h

Constitution,

Offered by,

-

T e

Francisco T. Palacios




Amendment No. }4 Eﬁ

November 20, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE XI, SECTION 5

L)

It is proposed that article XI, section 5 of the draft Constitution
be amended to read as follows:

Section 5: Fundamental Policies.

‘

d). The Corporation shall not transfer to any person or legal
entity any interest in more than five hectares of public land for use for
commercial purposes unless the proposed transfer has been approved by a

majority vote of the members of the senate and the house of representatives.
.

Offered by,

Francisco T. Palacios



Amendment No.. Lﬂ 9

November 23, 1976

" PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE XI, SECTION 3

It is proposed that article XI, section 3 of the draft comnstitution

be amended to read as follows:

Section 3: Surface Lands. The management and disposition of all public

4

lands except those provided for by section 2 shall be the responsibility of
the Marianas Public Land Corporation. whieh-sheii-be-the-legal-entity-designated

pursuant—-to—-Seeretgriat-Oxrder-2560+

offered by:

7 ,
/ L4 - /' - ~.
e . i e
; E ) 75 PR o .
e S O L A A ot L et o~

Francisco T. Palacios



Amendment No. _io_

November 28, 19876

" PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE V, SECTION 6

It is proposed that article V, section 6 of the draft Constitution

be amended to read as follows:

Section 6: Vacancy. A-vaeaney—in-the-offiece-of-Washingten-representative—-shaliz

be-£ilted-by-speeial-eleetion—if-more-thap-one-haltf-of-the-term-remains-——I£

tess—then—one—helf-of-the-term-remaingy—the-governer-shali-eppeint-a-sueeesser

0

with-the-adviece—and-consent—of-the—senate. In the event of a vacancey in the office

of Washington representative, the governor shall appoint, with the advice and

consent of the legislature, a successor to complete the unexpired term.

Offered by,
//‘\

- D
/ V4 ' _ﬂ/ s [
( By eI B DR /x,éci/"‘ ~

Francisco T. Palacios




Amendement No. i_[__

November 23, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE IV, SECTION 9

It is proposed that article IV, section 9 of the draft Constitution

be amended to read as follows:

Section 9: Rule-Making Power. The judiciary of the Northern Mariana Islands-

may establish rules governing civil and criminal procedure, judicial ethics,
admission to and governance of the bar of the Northernm Mariana Islands, and
other matters of judicial administration provided, however, that any proposed
rule shall be promptly submitted to the legislature aﬁd shall become effective
sixty (60) days after its proposal unless disapproved by either house of the

legislature. Nothing in this provision shall be construed, however, to

authorize any rule preventing any person who is practicing law in the

Commonwealth when this Constitution takes effect from ceontinuing to practice.

Until rules are established pursuant to this article, the rules governing such

matters in the United States District Court for the Northern Mariana Islands

shall apply in the Commonwealth courts.

-

Offered by,
a

- J /4L :
/(’_“'-'{,’ (CL\ e L A~
Joaquin S. Torres

[l




Amendment No. \fyfgz

November 20, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE XI, SECTION 6(a)

It is proposed that article XI, section 6(a) of the draft

Constitution be amended to read as follows:

Section 6:

Marianas Public Land Trust. There is hereby established

a Marianas Public Land Trust.

The Trust shall have three trustees appointed smd-remewved

A
by—the—Commenweatth-tr+ai—ecour+t by the governor with the advice and consent

of the senate.

Offered by,

) — p— / \
y )// ./ / A - ':
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\

Francisco T. Palacios



Amendment No. \ igi

November 23, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE, IX, SECTION 1(d)

It is proposed that article IX, section 1(d) of the draft Constitution

be amended to read as follows:

Section 1: Initiative.

d) 1If the petition proposes a local law that affects only one

municipality, it shall become law if approved by twe—thirds fifty-one percent

.of the registered voters of the municipality. If the petition proposes a
general law for the Commonwealth, it shall become law if approved by ¢we-thirds .

fifty-one percent of the registered voters of the Commonwealth. An initiative

petition that has been approved by the voters shall take effect thirty days
after the date of the election unless Qhe initiative petition itself other-

wice preovides.

Offered by,

Francisco T. Palacios




Amendment No. . %

November 20, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE II, SECTION 11

It is proposed that article II, section 11 of the draft
Constitution be amended to read as follows:

Section 11: Legislative Compensation. The members of the

tegigtature-sheti-receive-an-annual-salery-ef-twelve-thousand-dellers genate

shall receive an annual salary of fourteen thousand dollars plus reasonable

expenses provided by law and the members of the house of representatives

s@all receive an annual salary of twelwe thousand dollars plus reasonable

expenses as provided by law. The salary of members may be increased no more

frequently than once every four years and only upon the recommendation of an
advisory commission to be established by‘law to study and make recommendations
concerning the compensation of Commonwealth executive, legislative and judicial
officers. No increase in the salary of the memb{§rs of the legislatute shall

apply to the legislature which enacted the same.

Offered by,

Juan S. Demapan

The introducer intends this amendment to accompany proposed amendments numbered
21 and 31.



’ Amendment No. (5‘1:;-

November 20, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE III, SECTION 9

4

It is proposed that article III, section 9 of the draft
Constitution be amended to add a new subséction to read as follows:

Section 9: Executive and Administrative Functions. .

e) The governor shall ensure that no person is denied any

right because of his ethnic background. The governor shall transmit any

information that he receives concerning ethnic discrimination to an equal

opportunity commission, which shall ba created and whose composition and

powers shall be provided bv law. At least twp Carclinians shali ha menbars

of the commission.

Offered by,

p=d 4
- . ZowFse 965“77%:/6

Benignq/ﬁ. Fitial )
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L . Luls M. Limes

. Pedro JL Igitol
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e
¢ Lorenzo I.
. 20 1. Guerrero
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Amendment No. Sr?z
November 21, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
. TO ARTICLE TIT, SECTION 13

It is proposed that Article III, Section 13, of the draft

Constitution be amended to read as follows:

Section 13: Department of Education. The legislature shall

establish a department of education headed by a superintendent of
education appointed by a representative board of education. The
members of the board of education shall be appointed by the governor

for a term of four years with the advice and consent of the senate and

shall formulate policy and exercise control over the public school system
through the superintendent. The composition of the board of education
and other matters pertaining to its operaticns and duties shall be

provided by Taw.

Offered .

Josg P. Mafnas, aimman of
th Governnentgé9?nstitutions
Comittee, on ehalf of the
Committee



Amendment No. §7
November 21, 1976

. PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE III, SECTION 1

It is proposed that Article III, section 1 of the

draft Constitution be amended to read as follows:

Section 1: Executive Power. The executive power of
the Commonwealth shall be vested in a governor ard-the-ether-effieials

speeified-in-the-article who shall be responsible for the faithful

execution of the laws.

Offered by,

Jose/P. Mafnas, Ch&irman of
the ‘Governmental stitutions
Committee, on behalf of the

- Committee



Amendment No. :;i§7

November 21, 1976

. PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE III, SECTION 2

It is proposed that article III, section 2 of the draft

Constitution be amended to read as follows!

Section 2. Qualification of the Govermor. The governor shall be e

qualified to vote weter-ef in the Commonwealth, at least thirty years
of age, a-eitizen-or-nationat-ef-the-United-Seates and a resident and
domiciliary #» of the Commonwealth for at least seven years immediately
preceding his election. A different period of requived residence eo¥

and domicile may be provided by law.

Offered by,

Cloctin

Joseg/P. Mafna Chairman of
the Commlttee on Governmental
Institutions, on behalf of the
Committee




Amendment No. épO‘
November 21, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE III, SECTION T

It is proposed that article III, section 11 of the
draft Constitution be amended to read as follows:

Section 11: Attomey General. The governor shall appoint

an attorney general with the advice and consent of the senate. The

attorney general shall serve-as-legal-adviser be responsible for

providing legal advige to the governor and executive departments, shait

be-responsible-for-representation-sf representing the Commonwealth

goverarert in all legal matters, and shal}-serve-as-ehief-law-enforcement

officer-with-respenrsibility-fer prosecuting violations of Commonwealth law.

. Offered by,

Jose #. Mafnas, @pairman of
the fovernmentallInstitutions
Committee, on behalf of the
Committee



Amendment No. C; /

November 21, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE III, SECTION 12
It is proposed that article III, section 12 of the draft

Constitution be amended to read as follows:

Section 12: Public Auditor. The governor shall appoint a Fublic auditor

with the advice and consent of each house of the legislaturé. The public

auditor shall audit the receipt, possession and disbursement of all publiec
funds by emy-brameh;-egerey-or-department-of-the-Gemmenweaith the

executive, legislative and judicial branches of the government, any

instrumentality of the Commonwealth, or any agency of local government

-

and shall perform other duties as provided by law. The public auditof
shall report his findings to the legislature and the governmor at least
once every year and such report shall promptly be made public, The
public auditor may be removed only éor ca;se and with the concurrence of
two-thirds of the members of the legislature. In the event that tﬁere is
a vacancy in the office of public auditor, the presiding officer of the
senate shall appoint a temporary public auditor who shall serve until .

the governor appoints a successor with the advice and consent of the

legiglature.

Offered by,

() 3vep

se . Mafnas, 1rman of the
ttee on Go rnmental Insti-
tutlons, on behalf of the
Committee

.7



Amendpent No. _é; i?

. : ‘ November 21, 1976 -

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE III, SECTION 15

It is proposed that article III, section 15 of the draft

Constitution be amended to read as follows:

_executive and administrative offices,.ageneies and instrumentalities of the - -
Commonwealth government, and their respective functions, poweré aﬁd duties
shall be allocated by law among and within not more than fifteen principal’
-.departments so as to group them as fir as practicable according to major -
purposes, Regu}atory, quasi~judicial and temporary agencies nced nct be
allocated within a principal department. The legislature shall by law
prescribe the functions, powers and duties of the principal departments

and of all other agencies of the Commonwealth and may from time to time
reallocate offices, agencies and instrumentalitigs among the principal

departments, and may ohange their functions, powers and duties. A cAmission -

created pursuant to this article shall include at least &£wo Carolinian

.., members, The governor may make such changes in the allocation of offices, =~ -7% =
agencies and instrumentalities and in the gllogation of their functions,
powers and duties as he considers necessary for efficient administration. If
such changes affect existing law, they shall be set forth in executive orders

nep wocwnich shall be submitted to the legislature and shall become effective sixty - -~

days after submission, unless specifically modified or disapproved by a majority

ess- .- .7 Section 15: Executive and Administrative Departments. All YRR e
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- - 2 -

of the members of each house of the legislature.

Offered by,

| ﬂ?/»e Wﬁ&

76’4 Ben#gno R. Fitial

Lu/ie7M Limes [

v

Pedro JL. Igitol

Lorenzo I. Guerrero



Amendment No. é 4[

November 21, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE XV, SECTION 1l(a)
It is proposed that article XV, section 1(a) of the draft
Constitution be amended to read as follows:

Section 1: Educatiom.

a) There-sheil-be Every person in the Northern Mariama Islands®

shall have the right to free, compulsory and public elementary and secondary-

education for-the—peepie—of—éhe—Nefﬁhern—Mafiaﬂa—Isiands within age and

educational levels as provided by law?

Offered by,

oz

. edro Q./Dela Cruz, Vic® Chairmap)
on behal% of the Committee on
Finance, Local Government and
Other Matters



/
Amendment No . (a g

. . . November 20, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE II, SECTION 11
It is proposed that article II, section 11 of the draft Constitution

be amended to read as follows:

Section 11: Legislative Compensation. The members of the legislature shall

receive an annual salary of tweive—theusand-detiers ten thousand dollars and .

. . hd 1l
such reasonable allowances for expenses as maf be provided by law., The
salary of members may be increased no more frequently than once every four
years and only upon the recommendation of ap advisory commisgjon tqQ be estab-
lished by law to study and make recommendations concerning the compeﬂsation

)

.of Commonwealth executive, legislative and judicial officers. No increase

in the salary of the members of the legislature shall apply to the legislature

which enacted the came,

Offered by,

Benigno R. Fitial



Amendment No. éé
November 20 | 1976

. PROPOSED AMENDMENT ’
TO ARTICLE II, SECTION 3

»

It is proposed that article II, section 3 of the draft Comstitution

be amended to read as follows:

Section 3. Composition of the House of Representatives.

a) The House of Repfesentatives shall consist of ehirﬁf fifteen members
with twenty-five twelve members from Saipan and the islands north of Saipan,
three two members from Rota and &we one memfers from Tinian and Aguiguan
provided, however, that the number of representatives may be increased by
law to not more than ferey twenty-five. The term of office for representatives
shall be two years.

b) A representative shall be a qualified voter of the Commonwealth, a
United States citizen or national, at l%ast twenty-one years of age, and a
resident of the Commonwealth for at least three years immediately preceding
his election. A longer residency requirement may be provided by law.

c) Rota shall constitute one electoral district, Tinian and Aguiguan
shall constitute one electoral district, the-tslsnds-nevth-ef-Saipan—shaii
eenstitaee—ene—eieegera&—distriee: and Saipan shall be divided into six electoral
districts for the eléction of representatives. The legislature may change the
number and boundaries of the electoral districts used for electing represen- .
tatives but no district on Rota and Saipan shall consist of more than one
island. For ten years following the effective date of this Constitution, the
legislature shall not change the electoral districts on Saipan ard-the-isiands

rerth-ef-Haipar except pursuant to its duties under section 4 of this article.

Offered by,

Benigno R. Fitial



Amendment No. é;i7

November 20, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE II, SECTION 2

It is proposed that article II, section 2 of the draft Constitution

be amended to read as follows:

s '

Section 2. Composition of the Senate.

a) The Senate shall consist of niée—{?} six (6) members with &hree-<£33
two (2) members elected at large from Rota, three—£{33} two (2) members elected .
at large from Saipan and the islands north of it, and three—<£33} two (2) members
elected at large from Tinian and Aguiguan. The term of office for senator
shall be four (4) years except that the candidate receiving the t#hird second
highest number of votes in the first election of senator on each island

.
pursuant to this sgction shall serve a term of two (2) years.

b) The senate shall be increased to tweilwe-£{i2} eight (8) members and
three~-£3} two (2) members shall be elected from the islands north of Saipan .
at the first regular general election after the population of these islands
exceeds one thousand (1,000) persons. The senator receiving the thiwd secopd
highest number of votes in the first such election shall serve for two (2)
years.

c) A Senator shall be a qualified voter of the Commonwealth, a United
States citizen or national, at least twenty-five (25) years of age, and a
resident of the Commonwealth for at least fi&e (5) years immediately preceding

the election. A longer residency requirement may be provided by law,

Offered by,

Benigno R. Fitial



Aiendment No. é’&P
November 21, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE III, SECTION 10 1

It is proposed that article III, section 10 of the draft
Constitution be amended to read as follows:

S ection 10: Emergency Powers of the Governor. The

governor shall have the power to declare a state of emergency in the case
of invasion, civil disturbance, natural disaster or other calamity and
may mobilize all available resources to respond to that emergency,

including a militia.

Offered by,

(e 5V AL D

Francisco T. Palacios,

Acting Chairman of the
Personal Rights and Natural
Resources Committee, on behalf
of that Committee

The Committee intends this amendment to accompany the deletion of
article I, section 7.

B



Amendment No. éﬂ

November , 1976

. PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO PREAMBLE

It is proposed that the Preamble of the draft Constitution be amended .. .

to read as follows:

"We, the people of the Northerm Mariana Islands, ordain and establish this..., _..._.

Constitution for our Commonwealth and-reaffirm-—our-respect—for-+he-Eonstitueion
of-the-United-States-of-Americar——He-dectare-our-gost~of-estabiishing-a-govern— - . -
ment—-in-potitiecal~unton-with-the-tnitred-States—that-preserves-ounr—personat - .
iiberty—ané-seeiai-equaiity;—q&r-ehamerre—ené—earoiinian—heritage;—our—iaa& mee e

erd-i+£a-resonreess-and-our—cultures-history—and-traditienss to serve as the

fundamental law for the present. generation and the generations to come. We

implore the blessings of Almighty God to guide our island Commonwealth as

we stride in unity to uphold prestige and dignity.

"We reaffirm our respect for the Constitution of the United States of

America, and declare our goal of establishing a government in political union

with the United States,

"We recognize the need for the preservation of our personal liberty R

and social equality, our Chamorro and Carolinian heritage, our land and its

resources, cultures, history and traditions; and we realize that the enjoy-

ment of rights and privileges imposes duties and obligations." aoaniio, o

Qffered by, mo

/”’ﬂ——‘du—//’fbuff -

_Lorenzo I. Guerrero




Amendment No. '-( O

' November 23, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE III

It is proposed that article III to the draft Constitution be
amended to read as follows:

Section 19: Equal Protection Commission. The legislature shall

establish an equal protection commission composed of three persomns to

ensure the nondiscriminatory treatment of all Commonwealth citizens. The

commission shall have the authority to investigate complaints, conduct

public hearings, and make recommendations to the governor or legislature

regarding the implementation of the rights defined by this Coustitution

in section 6 of article I and sections 17 and 18(c) of article II. At

least one member of the commission shall be a Carolinian and at least one

member shall be a woman. Other matters pertaining to the composition,

duties and operation of the commission shall be provided by law.

Offered by,

oI vy

enlgno R! Fitial



Amendment No. 76/

November 23, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE II, SECTION 11

L]

It is proposed that article II, section 11 of the
. ." !
draft Constitution be amended to read as follows:

-

Section 11: Legislative Compensation. The members of

the legislature shall receive an annual salary of ten thousand

dollars and reasonable allowances for expenses provided by

law. The salary of members may be adjusted no more frequently

e -

than once very four yéars_and only upon»the recommendatlon of

an advisory commission establiched by law t udy and make

recommedations concernlng the compensatkon of Commonwealth

executive, legislative and judicial officers except that no

adjustment in the salary may be made that exceeds a percentage

which is the same percentage change, up or down, in a qenerally

accepted index of the cost-of-living. No increase in the

salary of the members of the leglslature shall apply to the

legislature which enacted the same. N

- .q -
H

“: Offered by,

| [ / 14

ST Manuel A+’ Tenorio




Amendment No. 2 :ig

November , 1976

-PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE IX, SECTION 2,
SUBSECTIONS a) AND d) -

It is proposed that article IX, sectioniZ, subsections a) and d)

of the draft Constitution be amended to read as follows: ‘
- |

R |

Section 2. Referendum. The people may reject any act of the legislature

e

by referendum.
a) A referendum petition shall contain the full text of the law

£hat—-is sought to be rejec;édL and—sha{i—be—signeé—by—a-nnmber-of-qnaiified

-

veters—equal—£e If the law is a local law that affects-bnly3one'ﬁuniciéalifﬁL

the petition shall be signed by at iééét twenty percent of the total number

s

of persons qualified to.vote within the municipality. If the law is a general

- II -~
-

law for the Commonwealth the pet*tlon shall be signed by at least twenty

percent of the total number of guaiifsied-voters persons qualified'to vote

within the Commonwealth. e

» ! s

d) A referendum petition submitted-to-the-veters concerning a

local law that affects only one municipality shall take effect if approved

by a majority of the votes cast by qualified voters within the municipality.

= - =

N
A referendum petition concerning a general law for the Commonwealth shall take

effect if approved by a majority of the votes cast_by qﬁalified voters of the

Commonwealth. and-the A.laﬁ'that is the subject of the an approved petition

shall become null, void and be repealedwthifty days after the date of the

election unless the referendum.petition otherwise provides: . . ) -

’ . [ AR

o Offered by,

M WW

Maquel A. Tenorio




Amendment No. z %

November 23 , 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
. TO ARTICLE II: LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

It is proposed that Article II be amended to add a new

Section 16 as follows:

Section 16: Special Representative from the Carolinian Community.

The senate shallelect a special representative to the senate

from the Carolinian community who is acceptable to the Carolinian

comﬁunity within the Commonwealth. The special representative shall

have access to the floor of the senate for the purpose of introducing

bills and participating in debate on bills or other matters. The

special representative shzll have access to all meetings of committees

and other entities of the senate for the purpose of participating in

the deliberations that affect Carolinian affairs. The special

representative shall serve a term of office of four vears and shall

receive an annual salary and reasonable allowance for expenses as

provided by law.

Qffered by,

enigno K. Fltlal

77 e

Luis M. Llhés

7
/ —T e it

Pedro -5 Ttol




Amendment No. 7 (

November 523 , 1976

‘ 'PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE III: EXECUTIVE BRANCH

It is proposed that Article III be amended to add a new

N

section 19 as follows: *

Section 19: Executive Assistant for Carolinian Affairs.

v

. " (a) The governor shall appoint an executive assistant

.-

for Carolinian affajrs who is acceptable to the Carolinian community

within the Commonwealth.

‘

of the

(b) The’executive assistant shall be a member

governor's council created pursuant to article VI, section 5, and shall

advise the governotr on matters affecting persons of Carolinian descent

within the Commonwealth. - ' e ’

. 5 . . . .
(c)’ The executive assistant shall review the application

of government policies to and the availability and quality.of

goverrment services for persons of Carolinian descent and may submit -

.

findings or recommendations on these matters to the governor.

(d) The executive assistant may investigate complaints

. —
and conduct public hearings regarding mattets affecting persons of

Carolinian descent. The executive assistant may report findingg-or

— - : .

recommendations on these matters to the governor.

(e)” The executive assistant may recommend items for

inclusion in the proposed annual budgét, review the budget before its

e rd > ¢

submission by the governor to the legislature, and recommend amendmerits

.
i

to the budget relating to matters affecting persons of Carolinian

’ . . T,

descent.



Amendment No. '71?

November 02;3 , 1976

(f) The executive assistant may at any time require

information in writing or otherwise with respect to matters affecting

persons of Carolinian descent from the officers: of any administrative

department, office or agency of the Commonwealth:

Offéred by:

gyl

enigno K. Fitial

—— —

- -
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Amendment No. 2 49
November 9& , 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE III, SECTION (a) and (b)

It is proposed that article III, section 18(a) and (b)

of the draft Constitation be amended tc read as follows:

Section 18: Public Services.

(a)° The governor may deleéate to the mayor elected

o

under the provisions of secfion'Z of article VI responsibility for

the execution of Commonwealth laws and the administration of public

‘

services in the island or islands in which the mayor has been elected=

y - i

‘Y, S re

provided, however, that services being provided on a decentralized

LIV

basis in Rota and Tinian on the effective date of this Constitution

shall continue to be provided on this basis unless the‘gdvefhor

personally certifies after ’public hearing.on the island involved that

such decentralization is inconsistent with the efficient and economical

’.

delivery of services. v T

'

-

(b) Public services on Rota and Tinian shall -be

supervised by a resident assistant direeter department head in the

departments providing such services appainted b?uthg head of the

department with the advice and consent of the majority of the

representatives and senators in the legisIéture from the island where. the

gasistant direeter resident department head shall perform his duties.

P S

a1



Amendment No. jV Z

November 25, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE III, SECTION 14

It is proposed that article III, section 14 of the draft

Constitution be amended to read as follows: y :

Section l4: Heads of Executive Departments.

Each principal department shall be under the supervisiod of the
governor and, unless otherwise provided‘in this Constitution or by law,
shall be headed by a single executive. The governor may appcint the
heads of executive departments with the advice and consent of the senate

legislature, The governor may remove the heads of executive dépaftmgnts.

!

The governor may at any time require information in writing or otherwise
from the officers of any administrative department, office or agency of the

Commonwealth. . v

Offered by

// gf ///l//zc;weh, -

/Herman Q Guerrero

— —

™~



Amendment No. 78

November 25, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE III, SECTION 5

It is proposed that article III, section 5 of the draft

»

Constitution be amended as follows:

Section 5: Compensation.

FThe-governor-shatl-and-the-lievtenant-governor-shati-each-receive
an-annuai-salary-and-reasonable-allowanees-for-expenses—-as-nay-be-provided

by-law= The governor shall receive an annual salary of twenty-five

thousand dollars and the lieutenant governor an annual salary of

twentvy-two thousand dollars. Both shall receive such reasonable allowances for

expenses as may be provided by law. Upon the recommendation of the advisory
commission on exécutive, legislativg and judicial cpgpgnsatiOn crégted by
article II of this Constitution, the legislature may increase or decrease the
governor's or lieutenant governor's salary provided, however, that neither
salary shall be increased or diminished during the period for which the

governor or lieutenant governor shall have been elected.

Offered by:

— -




Amendment No. Zéé

November 25, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE III, SECTION 15

It is proposed that article III, section 15 of the draft

[N

Constitution be amended as follows:

Section 15: Executive and Administrative Qgpartmenﬁs.
All executive and administrative offices, agencies and

instrumentalities of the Commonwealth government, and their respective

functions, powers and duties shall be allocated by law among and within

not more than fifteen principal departments so as to group them as- far-

as practicable according to major purposes. Regulatory, quasinuéiéial
and tcmpcrary agencies need nol be aliocated within a principal
department. Ehe—iegis%aturerhaii—b7~iaw—prescrib;;thé-éunction37
pewefs—&&é—éuEies—oﬁ—Ehe—pri;;ipal—deéartménts—and-ef—aii—ether—ageneies
of-the-Gommenweatth—snd-mey-from-time-to—time—reatioeate-cffices;
agereies—ané-instrunmentalities—among-the-prineipal-departmentss-and-may
cherge-their-funetiens;-powers-and-dutiest The governor may make such
changes in the allocation of offices, agencies and’instrumentalities and
in the allocation of their functions, po;é;é and dutles as he considers
necessary for efficient administration. If such changes affect existing
law, they shall be séf forth in executive orders which shall be submittéd
to the legislature and\shall become effective sixty days after submission,
unless specifically modified or disapproved by a majority of the members
of each house of the legislature. ‘ , i
Offered'gy:(~

pusiy D

enigno )( Fitial




Amendment No. (ECD

November 25, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE III, SECTION 16

a
*

It is proposed that article III, section 16 of the draft

Constitution be amended as follows:

Section 16: Civil Service Commission.

The legislature shall provide for a non-partisan and
independent civil service commission to establish and administer the

personnel policies applicable to legislative, executive and -~

- 3 . -~-

administrative departments and agencies and to the staff of the judicial

h

branch o:
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-

service shall be based on merit and fitness demonstrated by examination

or by other evidence of competence.

Offered by:

SR etumb., Torres



Amendment No. éyl

November 25, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE XI, SECTION 5(a)

It is proposed that-article XI, section 5(a) of the draft

Constitution be amended to read as follows: \

_ " l
"Section 5: Fundamental Policies. The Marianas Pulic Land

-

Corporation shall follow certain fundamental policies in the performance
of its responsibilities.
a) The Corporation shall make available some portion of the

public lands for a home;tead program. No person shall bg'eligible for

7 M s .

more than one agricultural and one village homestead. No person'shail

receive title to a homestead for five threc ycars after the grant of a

homestead or shall be able to’fransfer title to,a~h8meéféad“within ten
) o
years of receipt thereof provzded however, that these requlrements shall

be waived for persons who have established a continuous residence in public

i ,

lands for at least 20 years as of the effective date of this Constitution.

Pl

At any time after receiving the grant of a homestead, theggrantée may

mortgage that homestead provided that all funds received from the mortage be
s

devoted to the improvement of the homestead. Other regquirements for

eligibility for the homestead program and the nature of the interest in
land to be transferred by the Corporation shall be as provided by law.

[ .
| ~ Offered by,

wl (. /m

. Torres




Amendment No. %g\

November 26, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICIE III, SECTICN 17 (b)

It is proposed that article III, section 17(b) of the

draft Constitution be amended to read as follows:

Section 17: Public Services.

b) Public services on Rota; and Tinian and-the
i+atands-nerth—ef-Saipan shall be supervised by a resident department head in
the departments providing such services appointed by the head of the executive
branch department with the advice and consent of the majority of the
representatives and senators in the legislature from the island where

the resident department head shall perform his duties. Ihese arrangements

shall apply to the islands north of Saipan when the populations of these

islands exceeds one thousand persons.

Offered by,

Joaquin Torres



Amendment No. Z§<2

November 26, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE II, SECTION 3(a)
It is proposed that article II, section 3(a) of the
draft Constitution be amended to read as follows:

Section 3: Composition of the House of

Representatives.

a) The house of representatives shall consist
of nineteen twelve members with sixteen ten members elected
from Saipan and the islands north of Saipan, twe one members
elected from Rota and one member elected from Tinian and
Aguiguan. The number of representatives may be increased by

law to not more than twenty-£five eighteen. The term of

office for representative shall be two years.

Offered by,

" Pedro M. Atalig -~




PROPOSED AMENDMENT

TO ARTICLE IITI: EXECUTIVE BRANCH

It is proposed that article III of the draft Constitution

to add a new section 20 to read as follows:

be amendad

Section 20: Exacutive Assistant for Chamorro Affairs.

a) An executive assistant shall be appointed by the governor
with the advice and consen:t of the senate.

‘b) Tha executive assistant shall be a member of the °
governor's cecuncil created pursuanf’to article VI, sectiecn S:Iand shali Serv:
as the governor s chief adviser ou matiels periaininly to ChdMOVYo _Giraliis.
The executive assistant may recommgs“ items for inéihéion in th= goveraor's

proposcd arnual budget and reviasw

governor to the legislaturs., The legislature mav by law prescribe other
duties and responsibilities of the executive assistant for chamorro a




Amendment No. &°

Novembher 26, 19748

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE II

It is proposed that article II of the draft
Constitution be amended to add a new section to read as
fcllows:

Section 16: Confirmation Commissicn. The

legislature shall establish a confirmation commission to accepth

or reject by a majority vote of its members any appointment Ioxr

which advice and consent of the legislature is reguired by this

e

Constitution or by law.. The commission shall be comoésed of nine

nembears, threz from the senate includince one from each cf the

three senatorial districts established under seztion Z{a) of thig

article selected by the members of the senate from each senatorial

district, and six from the house of representatives including fous

b

from Saipan and the islands th of Saiwvan, one from Rotz2 and

o]

O

1

Y
b,_‘l

one from Tinian and Aguigan selected according to the rules

of that house. The size of the commission shall be changed to

eleven members when the islands noxth cf Saipan gralify as a

senatorial district under secticn 2(b) of this article, with one

additional member to be a senator from the islands north of Saipan

-~ P

selected by the members of the senate from that senatorial dicstrict

and the other member to be an additional member of the house of

representatives from Saipan selected according to the rules of

that house.




This amendment will recguire the word scenate to be

replaced by the word legislature in the following constitutionsl

provisions:
article III, secticn 3
article III, section 11
article III, section 13
article III, section 14
article IV, section 5

article Vv, section 6

s
4]
g

article ¥XI, section

P

DfFfersd

________ M

Ramon G. Villagomez



Amendment No. A(Z;

November 26, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE XI

It is proposed that article XI of the draft

Constitution be amended as follows:

"To delete in its entirety section 2 and 3 and

substitute with new section to read as follows:
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Section 3: Public Land Trust. There is hereby

‘ established a Public Land Trust responsible to make reasonable,

careful and prudent investments as provided by law."

Offered by;




4Amendment No. X 7

/

November 27, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT '
TO ARTICLE VII, SECTION 1

!

It is. proposed that:article VII, seétion 1 of the draft
Constitution be amended to read as follows:

Section 1: Qualifications of Voters. Any person is eligible to

vote who, at the date of,the election, is 18 years of age or older, is

4 -

domiciled in the Commonwealth, is a resident of the Commonwealth and has

- - ¢

resided in the Commonwealth as provided by law, is not serving a sentence

for-any-crime-other-than-a-misdeameanor-having-a-maximum-sentence-of-six

mentho-er-tess for a felony, has/ not been found by a court to

be of unsound mind, and is either a United States citizen or a United States

national, provided, however, that the legislature may require”thqt'perspns

-

.

eligible to vote be United States citizens.
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Amendment No._§§;____

November 28, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE XI, SECTION 5(b)
It is proposed that article XI, section 5(b) of the draft
Constitution be amended to read as follows:

Section 5: Fundamental Policies.

a) The Corporation shall make available some portion of the public
lands for a homestead program. No person shall be eligible for more than one
agricultural and one village homestead. No person shall receive title to a
homestead for three years after the grant of a homestead or shall be able’
to transfer title to a homestead within ten years of receipt thereof provided,
however, that these requiremeﬁts shall be waived for persons who have

established a continuous resideree-em use of public lands for at-least fifteen

-

years as of the effective date of this Constitution. At any time after receiving
the title, the grantee may mortgage the land provided that all funds received
from the mortgage be devoted to the improvement of the land. Other

requirements for eligibility for the homestead program and the nature of the |

interest in land to be transferred by the Corporation shall be as provided by

P

law.

. ' ,
ﬁi:ered by, ~\
) “a 7 r" - ~\
Benjamin: T. Manglona \
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Amendment No. 89

November 28, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE XVIII, SECTION 3

It is proposed that article XVIII, section 3 of the draft

Constitution be amended as follows:

Section 3: legislative Initiative.

The legislature by an affirmative vote of three~fourths of

the members of each house presert-ard~veting may propose amendments
this Constitution. No proposed amendment shall embrace the subject

matter of more than one article of the Constitution.

\ \

\ \\ ‘ .‘\

Dy | -
Benjamin T. Manglona !
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Amendment No. ?ﬁ

November 28, 1976

« PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE XVIII, SECTION 2(d)

It is proposed that article XVIII, section 2(d) of the draft
constitution be amended to read as follows:

Section 2: Constitutional Convention.

(d) The number of delegates to the Convention shall be equal
to the number of members of the most populous house of the legislature. The
delegates to the convention shall be elected on a nonpartisan basis and a

political partv may not endorse any candidate for delegate.

Offered by,

David M, Atalig



Amendment No. fc/

November 29, 1976

. PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE IX, SECTION 1, SUBSECTIONS a)
AND 'd) AND SECTION SECTION 2, SUBSECTIONS
a) AND d) *
It is proposed that article IX, section 1, subsections a) and d)

and section 2, subsections a) and d) be amended to read as follows:

Section 1l: Initiative. The people may enact local laws by

initiative.

a) An Iinitiative petition shall contain the full text of
the propcsed law. E”—the—petition—prepeses—a—%eea&—éaw—éhat-affeets—eﬁ}y
one-munfeipatityy. The petition shall be signed by at least twenty percent
of the total number of voters qualified to vote in the municipality. £
the-petition-propeses-a—-generat-iav-for-the-CommonvealEh;-the-petition-shat
be—signed—by-aé—ieasé—éweﬁég—pefeeﬁﬁ-af—the-Eeeaé~numbeé—ef-gua£ified—veEefs
in-eaeh—ef-twe—ef—the—manieipaiéties:

d) Zf-the A petition preposes-a-ilocai-iaw-that-affects-oniy
ene-munieipaziky,;-3¢ shall become law if approved by two-thirds of the
registered voters of the municipality. Ff-ehe-petition-prepeses-a-generai~
taw-for-the~Commonweaztti;—~1t-ahati-become~-taw-1 f-approved-by—Etwo-€hirds-of
-the—registefed-veégrs-of-the-eemmenweaithr An initiative petition that has
been approved by the voters shall take effect thirty days after the date of

the election unless the initiative petition itself otherwise provides.



. ) ‘-‘/‘”
Amendment No. //y/
November 29, 1976

Section 2: Referendum. The people may reject any aet-of- local

law enacted by the legislature by referendum.

a) A referendum petition shall contain the full text of the
law sought to be rejected. Zf-the-iaw-that-affects-oniy-one-municipaiitys
The petition shall be signed by at least twenty percent of the total number
of persons qualified to vote within the municipality. fffthe—iaw—is-a—geﬁerai
iaw-for-the-eommonweaith7-the—petitieﬁ-shai&-be—sigﬁed—bg—ae-éeasé-éweﬂég—
percent—of—the-totai-number—ef-persons—quaiifﬁed—to¥vote—within-the
€ormonweat s

d) A referendum petition eeoncearning-a-iocaz-law-that-affeects
oniy-one-muniecipatrty shall take effect 1f approved by a majority of the votes
cast by qualified voters within the municipality. A-referendum-petitien
concerRing-a~generai-iaw-for-the-Commonweas th~shatl-take—effece-if-approved
by-a-majority-of-the-votes~case-pby-guaiified-voterg-of-tha-Eommonwealeths A
law that is the subject of an approved petition shall become null, void and
be repealed thirty days after the date of the election unless the

referendum petitioh otherwise provides.

Offered by,

uan S. )Bémapan




Amendment No. fg

November 29, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO.ARTICLE IX, SECTION 3(d)
It is proposed that article IX, section 3(d) of the draft
Constitution be amended as follows:

Section 3: Recall.

(d) A recall petition shall take effect thirty days after
the date of the election if approved by e-majerity two-thirds of the

registered voters,

Offered by,

Vicente M. Manglona



Amendment No. j;\:f;

November 29, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO*ARTICLE IX, SECTION 3,
SUBSECTION a)
It is proposed that article IX, section 3, subsection a) of the

draft Constitution be amended to read as follows:

Section 3: Recall. All elected public officials in the

Commonwealth are subject to recall by the voters of the Commonwealth or
political subdivision from which elected.

a) Recall petitions shall identify the public official
sought to bs recalled by name and title or office, shall state the grounds

for recall as provided by law, and shall be signed by a number of gqualified

" voters equal to at least forty percent of the total number of persons
qualified to vote for the public office from which the public official is

to be removed.

Offered by,

% - r
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Pedro M. atalig
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27an S. Demapan-~
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Amendment No. g?/

November 29, 1976

PROPOSED AMZINDMENT TO PREAMBLE

L)

It is proposed that the Preamble of the draft Constitution be amended
to read as follows:

"We the people of the Northern Mariana Islands, ordain and establish
this Constitution for our Commonwealth to serve as the fundamental law for
the present generation and the generations to come. We implore the blessings
of Almighty God to guide our Island Commonwealth as we stride in unity to
uphold prestige and dignity.

"We reaffirm our respect for the Constitution of the United States
of America, and declare our goal of establishing a government in political
union with the United States.

"We recognize the need for the preservation of our personal liberty

and social equality, our Northern Marianas heritage, our land and its

resources, cultures, history and traditions; and we realize that the enjoyment

s

of rights and privileges imposes dutlies and obligations."

Offered by,

AR |

Fellx A.ﬂAyuyu /
\/' /
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Amendment No. CZ\ \3

November 29, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE XII, SECTION 3

It is proposed that article XII, Section 3 of the draft Constitution

be amended to read as follows:

.

Section 3: Permanent and Long-Term Interests in Real Property.
!

The term permanent and long-term interests in real property as used in

section 1 shall include all freehold interests and all leasehold interests

of more than &wemty-five forty years including all renewal rights.

gl \\J kY ~
Pedro . Dela Cruz (//?
/ M ./



Amendment No. //12:

November 29, 1976

¢ PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE IX, SECTION 1, SUBSECTION d)

!

It is proposed that article IX, section 1, subsection d) of the

~draft Constitution be amended .to read as follows:

Section 1. Initiative. The people may enact laws by initiative.

d) An initiative petition that proposes a general law for the
Commonwealth shall become law if approved by a-majerity two-thirds of the

votes cast by persons qualified to vote in the Commonwealth. An Initiative

two-thirds of the votes cast by persons from the senatorial district who ars
qualified to vote. An initiative petition that has been approved by the
voters shall take effect thirty days after the date of the election unless

the petition provides otherwise.

Offered by,

Pedro M. Ogo Lo



Amendment NoO. i i

November 30, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
SCHEDULE ON TRANSITIONAL MATTERS, SECTION 6

It is proposed that Schedule on Transitional Matters, section 6

be amended to read as follows:

Section 6: Continuity of Corporations and Licenses.

Corporations incorporated or qualified to do business in the
Northern Mariana Isiands on the effective date of the Constitutibn‘shall
continue to be so incorporated or qualified until otherwise provided by
law. Licenses in effect in the Northern Mariana Islands on the
effective date of the Constitution shall continue in effect until
otherwise provided by law except that no such license possessed by a

land surveyor, - ship officer, health professional or a practicing

trial assistant may be amended or revoked except for incompetence or

unethical conduct.

Cffered by:

Jose S. Borja
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£7Tuan %f'Demapan/
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Amendment NoO. '223

November 30, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE VI, SECTIONS 2,
3, and 6

It is proposed that article VI, section 6 of the

draft Constitution be amended to read as follows:

Section 2: Election of Mayor. The gualified

voters of Rota, Saipan, Tinian and the islands north of

Saipan shall elect a mayor as provided in section 6(a)

to perform the responsibilities specified in this article

for each island or group of islands.

Section 3: Responsibilities of Mayor.

b) " The mayor shall review the adequacy of
the governmental services and the appropriations provided
by law for the island or islands he serves and may

submit any findings or recommendations for appropriate

actions regaraing these services or-appropriations to the
governor.

c) The mayor may investigate complaints
and conduct public hearings regarding -any matter of local
concern and submit any findings or recommendations for

appropriate action on such subject to the governor and other

appropriate agencies of the Commonwealth.



Amendment No. §7§7 :

December 1, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
* TO ARTICLE II, SECTION 3(a)

’

It is proposed that article II, section 3(a) of the draft

constitution be amended to read as follows:

Section 3: Composition of the House of Representatives.

(a) The house of representatives shall consist of thirty
seventeen members with &wenmty-five fourteen members from Saipan and the

islands north of Saipan, three two members from Rota and £we one mcmbers

from Tinian and Aguiguan provided, however, that the number of represent..ives
may be increased by law to not more than ferty twenty. The term of offic

fro representative shall be two years.

Offered by,

Joaquin S. Torres



Amendment No. Z 0ﬂ P

December 1, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE II, SECTION 2(a) and (b)

It is proposed that article II, section 2(a) and (b) of the

draft Constitution be gmended to read as follows:

Section 2: Composition of the Senate.

(a) The Senate shall consist of nine six members with
three two members elected at large from Rota, three two members
elected at large from Saipan and the islands nor;h of it, and three
two members elected at large from Tinian and Aguiguan. The term of
office for senator shall be four years except that the candidate
receiving the third highest number of votes in the first electi?n for
senator on each island pursuant to this section shall serve a term of
two years.

(b) The Senate shall be increased to #weive eight
members and three two members shall'be elected from the islands north
of Saipan at the first regular general election after the population
of these islands exceeds one thousand persé;s. The senator receiving

the third highest number of votes in the first such election shall serve

for two years.

Offered by:

Joaquin S. Torres
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Amendment Nb. / CP(

December 1, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
SCHEDULE ON TRANSITIONAL MATTERS

It is proposed, that section 8(c) of the schedule on Transitional
Matters be amended to read as follows:

Section 8: Citizenship.

(c) persons domiciled in the Northern Mariana Islands on the
date of the approval Qf the Constitution by the people of the Northern Mariana
Islands who, although not citizens of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands,
on that date have been domiciled continously in the Northern Mariana Islands

beginning prior to Fearwary-i5;-18%4 October 3, 1933[

Offered by,

JLCL:@ 4 &6«‘& 0

Felipe Q{ Atalig




Amendment No. 62;2L

December 1, 1976

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO ARTICLE II, SECTION 3(a)

.

It is proposed that article II, section 3(a) of the draft
Constitution be amended to read as follows:

Section 3: Composition of the House of Representatives.

a) The house of representatiygs shall consist of nrineteen
thirteen members with sixzteen eleven members elected from Saipan and.the
islands north of Saipan, ¢we one members elected from Rota and one member
elected from Tinian and Aguiguan. The number of representatives may be
increased by law to not more than ¢twenty-£five nineteen. The term of

office for representative shall be two years.

Offere

; a

Pedro M. Atalig > —
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