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By the president of the United States of Anzerica - - 

A Proclamation 
I 

3 - On ~ibrua1-y 15, 1975, the Marianas ~ol ikca l  Status Commission, the duly 
-appointed rep;&entative of thd. of the Northein Mariana Islands, and the 
~ e r s o n d ~ & r e & n t a t i v e  of the President of the United States ,signed a Covenant 
the purpo;e of ivhich is to provide for the eventual establishmentof a Commonwealth 

. - - of the N b ~ h e r n  hlariana Islands in political union with the United States of America. 
. .  his Covenant &ai' subserjuently. approved b; the Maeana '  Islands District Leg- 

islature and by the people of the Northkrn hlariana Islands voting in a plebiscite. 
The Covenant was approved by the Congress.of the United Staies by.joint resolution . 
approved March 24,1976 (public Law 94-241 ; 90 Stgt. 263). . 

In ac;ofdance with the provisions of Article I1 of the Covenant, the people of . 

the Northern hlariana Islands have 'iormulatedand approved a constitition which . .. 
was submjtted to me on behalf of the Government af the United States on April 21, 
1977, for approval on the basis of its consistency with the Covenant and those provi- 
sions of the Constitution, treaties and laws of the United states to be applicable to the 
Northern Maeana Islands. Pursuant to the provisions of Section 202 of the Covenant, 
the Constitution of the Northern Manana Islands will be deemed to have been .. ..' - .  . - 

.gpproved by the ~Averiupent of the United' stat& six months after the dite of.sub- . . . - . :: -- 
. - -. . ..' -. . . 

mission to the ~ k i d e n t  unless sooner approved ?; disappioved. .- ;.. 
- .  . . -  

-. - - .. . 
.- ~ h ;  six-inonh. period of- Section 202 of the covenan; having &pired on 0ct6- ,. 

ber 22,1977, I a m  pleased to anounce  that the Constitution of the Northern hlariana . -- Islands is hereby- deemed approved. . . ... 
.* . . . - 

I am satisfied that thc~oni t i tu t ion  -of t h e  Northern ~ a i i r n a  lsldnds ciAplier 
with the requirements of Article I1 of the Covenant. I have also received advice from 
the Secate Committee on Energy a i d  Natural Resources a n d  the Subcommittee on 
National Parks and-Insular Affairs of the Housz Committee on .Interior and Insular 
Affairs that the Constitution complies with those requirements. 

Sections 1003(b) and 1004(b) of the covenant provide that the Constitution of : 
the Northern Mariana Islands and the provisions specified in Section 1003(b) of the 

' 

Covenant shall become effective on a date pkclaimed by the President which will be 
not more than 180 days after the Covenant and thc Constitution of the Northern 
Mariana Islands have both been approved. - 
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THE PRESIDENT 

. NOW, THEREFORE, I, J I M M Y  CARTER, President of the United States sf' . . 

America, do hereby proclaim as follows: - 
SECTION i . . ~ h e  ' ~ o ~ s t i t u t i o n  of the Northern hlariana Islands shall come-into 's 

full force and effect a t  eleven o'clock on the morning of January 9, 1978, ~or 'd !cm'  - 
hlariana Islands .local time. . . 

e a 

Src. 2. Sections 102, 103, 204, 304, Article IVY Sections 501, 502, 505, 601Z05, 
. 607, Article VII,  Sections 802-805, 901 and 902 of the Covenant shXll come into lull 

force and-effecton the date and a t  the time ipecified in Section 1 of this  rocl lama ti on. ,, 

' - ,!' 

SEC. 3. T h e  authprity of the President "nder Section 1004 of the Covenant to 
suspend the applicati6n of .any .provision of law to or in the Northern blariana 
Islandi until the termination of the Trusteeship Agreement is hereby-reserved. 

IN IYITNESS WHE*OF,-I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth day 
of ~ c t o b e r ,  in t k - j e a r  pi our b r d  nineteen hundred seventy-seven, and of the , 

Independence of the Unitdd States of America the two hundred and, second. 

[FR Doc.77-31301 Filed 10-25-77-3: 06 pm] 
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