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FOURTH REGULAR SESSION, 1983 

A HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 

D i r e c t i n g  the  Board o f  E l ec t i ons  t o  submit t o  t he  vo te r s  o f  
t h e  Commonwealth t he  ques t ion  "Sha l l  t he re  be a  Cons t i t u t i ona l  
Convention t o  propose amendments t o  t he  C o n s t i t u t i o n ? "  i n  
accordance w i t h  A r t i c l e  18, Sec t ion  2(a)  o f  t h e  Commonwealth 
Cons t i t u t i on .  

WHEREAS, A r t i c l e  18, Sec t ion  2  of t h e  Commonwealth C o n s t i t u t i o n  

p rov ides  t h a t  t he  L e g i s l a t u r e  may submit  t o  t he  vo te r s  the ques t ion  

"Sha l l  t he re  be a  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convent ion t o  propose amendments t o  

t he  Cons t i t u t i on? " ;  and 

WHEREAS, t h i s  ques t ion  i s  r equ i r ed  t o  be submit ted a t  a  r e g u l a r  

general  e l e c t i o n  no l a t e r  than  7 years a f t e r  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  da te  o f  t h e  

C o n s t i t u t i o n ;  and 

WHEREAS, t he  1983 general  e l e c t i o n  i s  t h e  l a s t  general  e l e c t i o n  

be fo re  January 9, 1985; and 

WHEREAS, an a c t  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  p rov i d i ng  f o r  such a  ques t ion  

may n o t  be vetoed by t h e  Governor and s h a l l  be adopted by an a f f i r m a t i v e  

vote of a  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  members; and 

WHEREAS, t h e  members o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  be1 i eve  t h e  vo te r s  should 

have t he  r i g h t  t o  express on whether o r  n o t  they d e s i r e  a  Cons t ' i t u t iona l  

Convention; and 

WHEREAS, a  Convent ion would be convened prompt ly  by t he  L e g i s l a t u r e  

if 213  of t h e  votes c a s t  a re  i n  f avo r  of ho l d i ng  a  convent ion; and 

WHEREAS, t he  24 de legates t o  the  Convention would be e l ec ted  on a  

nonpar t i san  bas is  and would serve and be compensated as provided by t h e  

Legi  s l  a tu re ;  now, t he re fo re ,  
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BE I T  RESOLVED by  t h e  House o f  Represen ta t i ves ,  T h i r d  N o r t h e r n  

Marianas F' mmonweal t h  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  Fou r th  Regular  Session,  1983, t h e  

Senate c o n c u r r i n g ,  t h a t  t h e  Board o f  E l e c t i o n s  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  submi t  

t o  t h e  v o t e r s  o f  t h e  Commonwealth a t  t h e  genera l  e l e c t i o n  i n  November 

1983 t h e  q u e s t i o n  " S h a l l  t h e r e  be a  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convent ion t o  

propose amendments t o  t h e  Cons t i  t u t i  on?" ; and 

BE I T  FURTHER RESOLVED t h a t  c o p i e s  o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be 

s igned  by  t h e  Speaker and P r e s i d e n t  and a t t e s t e d  t o  by  t h e  House C l e r k  

and Senate L e g i s l a t i v e  S e c r e t a r y  and t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  t h e  Chairman of  t h e  

Board o f  E l e c t i o n s  and t h e  Governor o f  t h e  Commonwealth. 

Adopted: October 4, 1983 

/& 6 - ~ n l  
Benigno R. F i  t i a l  V speaker  o f  t h e  House / 
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H e r b e r t  S. De l  Rosar io  
C h i e f  C l e r k  Senate Leg i s 1  a t i v e  S e c r e t a r y  




