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PUBLIC IAW NO. 4-30 
1 

i FOURTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE HOUSE BILL NO. 22, 
H.D.l, S.D.2, C.D. l  

' FIRST REGULAR SESSION, 1984 

' < 

AN ACT 

To prov ide f o r  a c o n s t i  t u t  i ona l  convent ion t o  propose amendmenti 
t o  the  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t he  Northern Mariana Is lands;  t o  p rescr ibe  
i t s  powers, du t ies ,  funct ions,  and procedures; t o  prov ide fo r  t h e  
e l e c t i o n  o f  delegates; t o  spec i f y  the  method by which proposed 
amendments s h a l l  be r a t i f i e d ;  and f o r  o t h e r  purposes. 

BE I T  ENACTED BY THE NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE: 

Sect ion 1. Short T i t l e .  Th is  a c t  may be c i t e d  as the  "Northern 

Marianas C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention Enabl ing Act o f  1984." 

Sect ion 2. Findings. The Fourth Northern Marianas Commonwealth 

Leg is la tu re  f i n d s  t h a t  seventy-six percent o f  the  votes cas t  i n  t he  

l a s t  general e l e c t i o n  c a l l e d  f o r  the  ho ld ing  o f  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

convention, thereby r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  the  1 egi s l  a tu re  convene such a 

convent ion promptly, pursuant t o  Subsections (a )  and ( c )  o f  Sect ion 2 

o f  A r t i c l e  X V I I I  o f  t he  Const i tu t ion .  

Sect ion 3. Cons t i t u t i ona l  Convention Created. There i s  hereby 

created i n  accordance w i t h  A r t i c l e  X V I I I ,  Sect ions 1 and 2 o f  t he  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t he  Commonwealth o f  the  Northern Mariana Is lands  a 

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  convent ion i n  and f o r  the  Commonwealth o f  the  Northern 

Mariana Is lands,  t o  propose amendments t o  the  Cons t i t u t i on  o f  the  

Commonwealth of t h e  Northern Mariana Islands. The convent ion s h a l l  

be known as the  1985 C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention t o  Propose Amendments 

t o  the  Commonwealth o f  t he  Northern Mariana Is lands  Const i tu t ion .  

Sect ion 4. Deleqates. The convent ion s h a l l  cons i s t  o f  

twenty-four (24)  delegates, e lec ted  a t - l a rge  on a nonpart isan bas is  

from each o f  the  th ree  senator ia l  d i s t r i c t s  as def ined i n  A r t i c l e  11, 

Sect ion 2 o f  the  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the.Cmmonwealth o f  t h e  Northern 
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PUBLIC LAW NO. 4-30 

H.B. No. 22, H.D.l, S.D.2, C.D.l 

1 Mariana Is lands  as fo l lows:  

2 (1)  Six teen (16) delegates from the  i s l a n d  

3 o f  Saipan and the  i s l ands  no r th  o f  Saipan; 

4 (2)  Four (4) delegates from the  i s l a n d  o f  Rota;. 

5  (3)  Faur (4) delegates from the  i s l ands  o f  

6 T i  n ian  and Aguiguan. -. 
7 Sect ion 5. Q u a l i f i c a t i o n  o f  Delegates. A person shai 1 be 

8 e l i g i b l e  f o r  e l e c t i o n  as a delegate and the  Board o f  E lec t ions  s h a l l  

9 c e r t i f y  as a candidate f o r  delegate represent ing a g iven senator ia l  

10 d i s t r i c t  and cause t o  have the  candidate 's  name p r i n t e d  on t h e  

11 e l e c t i o n  b a l l o t  any person who: 

' 12 (a)  I s  qua1 i f  i e d  t o  be a senator as prescr ibed 

13 by Sect ion 2(c) o f  A r t i c l e  11 o f  t he  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  

' ,  14 the  Commonwealth o f  t he  Northern Mariana Islands; 

15 (b) I s  reg i s te red  t o  vote i n  t he  senator ia l  d i s t r i c t  

16 concerned; 

17 (c )  F i l e s  w i t h  the  Board o f  E lec t i ons  n o t  l a t e r  than 

18 March 18, 1985 a v e r i f i e d  statement o f  i n t e n t  t o  be a 

19 candidate f o r  delegate and a p e t i t i o n  (which may n o t  

20 con ta in  any reference t o  o r  designate any p o l i t i c a l  pa r t y )  

2 1 s e t t i n g  f o r t h  t h e  name o f  the  candidate and conta in ing  

2 2 the genuine signatures, p r i n t e d  names, residences, and 

I 23 m a i l i n g  addresses o f  n o t  l e s s  than f i v e  percent  o r  100, 

24 whichever i s  less ,  o f  t he  reg i s te red  vo ters  o f  t he  

2 5 sena to r i a l  d i s t r i c t  concerned; and 
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PUBLIC LAW NO. 4-30 

H.B. No. 22, H.D.l, S.D.2, C.D.l 

(d) Remits t o  the  Board o f  E lec t ions  a f i l i n g  fee  

o f  f i f t y  do1 l a r s  ($50.00); provided, t h a t  requirements (c )  

and (d) above s h a l l  n o t  apply t o  w r i t e - i n  candidates. 

The Board o f  E lec t ions  may re fuse  t o  accept f o r  f i l i n g  any, 

p e t i t i o n  tha t ,  on i t s  face, f a i l s  t o  comply w i t h  the  requirements 

o f  t h i s  Act. I f  the  Board o f  E lec t ions  does n o t  a f f i r m a t i v e l y  take 

ac t i on  t o  deny c e r t i f i c a t i o n  t o  a candidate w i t h i n  ten  (10) days 

a f t e r  the  nominating p e t i t i o n  i s  f i l e d ,  t he  candidate sha l l  be deemed 

c e r t i f i e d  f o r  the  e l e c t i o n  b a l l o t .  The Convention sha l l  be the  so le  

judge o f  t h e  qua1 i f i c a t i o n s  o f  delegates. 

Sect ion 6. E lec t ion .  E lec t i on  o f  delegates sha l l  take place on 

Sunday, A p r i l  21, 1985. 

Sect ion 7. E l i g i b i l i t y  t o  Vote; Conduct o f  Elect ion;  Determinat ion 

o f  Results. 

(a) Except as otherwise provided by t h i s  Act, t he  

conduct o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  delegates, e l i g i b i l i t y  t o  vo te  

i n  said e lec t i on ,  t h e  determinat ion o f  the  r e s u l t s  o f  said 

e lec t i on ,  and r e l a t e d  mat ters  s h a l l  be i n  accordance w i t h  

and as prescr ibed by T i t l e  1, D i v i s i o n  6, Chapters 1, 2, 

and 4 o f  the  Commonwealth Code. 

(b)  The names o f  t he  candidates s h a l l  appear on the 

b a l l o t  w i thou t  any reference t o  pol i t i c a l  p a r t y  a f f i l  i a t i o n  

and i n  a sequence t o  be es tab l ished by the  drawing o f  l o t s  

t o  be administered by t h e  Board o f  Elect ions.  
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PUBLIC W.J NO. 4-30 

HOB. NO, 22, H.D.1, S.D.2, C.D.1 

-- -- -- - 

(c)  E l i g i b l e  voters i n  each senator ia l  d i s t r i c t  may 

2 cas t  votes f o r  up t o  b u t  n o t  more than t h e  number o f  
1 

3 delegates t o  be e lected from t h a t  senator ia l  d i s t r i c t .  No 

4 more than one vote may be cas t  f o r  a s i n g l e  candidate by a 

5 an i n d i v i d u a l  voter.  Those candidates i n  each senator ia l  

6 d i s t r i c t '  r ece iv ing  the  h ighest  number o f  votes cas t  i n  .. 
7 t h a t  senator ia l  d i s t r i c t  s h a l l  be declared elected, i n  

descending order  o f  votes received, u n t i l  del  egates s h a l l  

have been declared e lec ted t o  f i l l  a l l  t he  delegate seats ' 

prescribed by Sect ion 4 o f  t h i s  Act f o r  each senator ia l  

d i s t r i c t ;  provided, t h a t  i n  the  event o f  a t i e  f o r  the  

f i n a l  delegate seat i n  a senator ia l  d i s t r i c t ,  t he  

candidates so t i e d  s h a l l  draw l o t s  t o  determine which 

s h a l l  be declared elected. 

(d) I f  any vo te r  contests the  e lec t ion :  

(1) t h e  terms "reverse", "reversing", o r  

"reversed" as used i n  A r t i c l e  2 o f  Chapter 4 o f  

D i v i s i o n  6 o f  T i t l e  1 o f  t he  Cmonwea l th  Code 

s h a l l  be construed t o  mean "changeu, "changing" , 

o r  "changed" w i t h  respect  t o  the  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  

e lec t i on ;  and 

(2) notwi thstanding the  prov is ions  o f  1 CMC 

56427, the  defendant s h a l l  re1 inqu ish  the  o f f i c e  

and the  candidate having the h ighest  number of 

votes among those no t  e lec ted from the senator ia l  
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PUBLIC LAW NO. 4-30 

H.B. No. 22, H.D.l, S.D.2, C.D.l 

d i s t r i c t  concerned s h a l l  be declared t o  have been 

elected i f :  

(A) the  defendant i s  found t o  have 

fewer l e g a l  votes than an unsuccessful * 

candidate i n  the  same senator ia l  d i s t r i c t ;  o r  

(B) the  Board f i n d s  a winning candidate 

t o  have been i n e l i g i b l e  o r  t o  have v i o l a t e d  

the  e l e c t i o n  1 aws of the  Cmonweal  t h  o r  t h e  

prov is ions  o f  t h i s  Act. 

(e )  The prov is ions  o f  A r t i c l e  4 o f  Chapter 3 o f  

11 D i v i s i o n  6 o f  T i t l e  1 o f  t he  Commonwealth Code s h a l l  apply 

12 t o  candidates f o r  del egate. 

, 13 ( f )  The prov is ions  o f  Chapter 5 o f  D i v i s i o n  6 o f  

14 T i  tl e 1 o f  t h e  Commonweal t h  Code s ha1 1 a1 so apply t o  the  

I 15 conduct o f  a l l  persons w i t h  respect t o  the  e l e c t i o n  o f  

I 16 delegates f o r  t he  Cons t i t u t i ona l  Convention. 

I 17 (g) The Board o f  E lec t ions  s h a l l  promulgate such 

18 add i t i ona l  regu la t i ons  as a re  cons is ten t  w i t h  t h i s  Act 

19 and e x i s t i n g  law, as necessary t o  govern the  e l e c t i o n  o f  

I 20 del egates t o  t h e  Cons t i t u t i ona l  Convention. 

2 1 Section 8. D i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n  f o r  Par t isan A c t i v i t y .  Any person 

22 who, having declared i n t e n t  t o  be a candidate fo r  delegate t o  t h e  

23 Cons t i t u t i ona l  Convention, pub1 i c l y  proclaims h i s  pol i t i c a l  p a r t y  

24 a f f i l i a t i o n ,  permits h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  a f f i l i a t i o n  t o  be used i n  

1. 25 connection w i t h  h i s  name i n  campaign mate r ia l s  o r  campaigning, o r  who 
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PUBLIC LAW NO. 4-30 

H.B. No. 22, H.D.l, S.D.2, C.D.l 

i n  any way makes an issue o f  t he  p o l i t i c a l  pa r t y  a f f i l i a t i o n  o f  another 

candidate, s h a l l  be d i s q u a l i f i e d  as a candidate f o r  delegate and, i f  

elected, may no t  be seated. 

Sect ion 9. Vacancies. Vacancies f o r  any e lected delegate s h a l l  

be f i l l e d  by the  unsuccesful candidate f r a n  the  same senator ia l  

d i s t r i c t  who received the  h ighest  number o f  votes o f  t h e  unsuccessful 
. .. . . 

candidates i n  t h a t  d i s t r i c t ;  provided, t h a t  i n  t h e  event o f  a t i e ,  t he  

candidate t o  f i l l  t h e  vacancy s h a l l  be determined by the  drawing o f  

l o t s .  I f  t h e  next  delegate i n  1 i n e  refuses o r  i s  no t  a v a i l b l e  t o  serve . 

and there  are  no remaining candidates a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h a t  senator ia l  

d i s t r i c t ,  t he  Mayor o f  Saipan, T in ian,  o r  Rota, as appropriate, s h a l l  

appoint  a person t o  f i l l  the  vacancy. 

Sect ion 10. Pre-Convention Comnittee. 

(a) There sha l l  be a Pre-Conventjon Committee 

composed o f  the  th ree delegat ion c h a i m n  selected by 

and from the delegates e lec ted from each o f  t he  three 

senator ia l  d i s t r i c t s  as provided by Sect ion 4 o f  t h i s  

Act; designat ion o f  de legat ion  chairmen s h a l l  be made i n  

w r i t i n g  by each delegat ion t o  the  Governor, t h e  President 

o f  t he  Senate, and the  Speaker o f  t he  House o f  

Representatives n o t  l a t e r  than May 8, 1985. 

(b) The Governor s h a l l  c a l l  the  Pre-Convention 

Committee t o  order  no t  l a t e r  than May 18, 1985, for  t h e  

purpose o f  e l e c t i n g  from i t s  membership a chairman and 

such o the r  o f f i c e r s  as the  cormnittee may deem appropriate. 
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PUBLIC LAW NO. 4-31) 
H.B. No. 22, H.D.l, S.D.2, C.D.l 

(c)  No mat ter  may be decided by the Pre-Convention 

Comnittee except by the  a f f i r m a t i v e  vote o f  a t  l e a s t  

two (2)  o f  i t s  members. 

(d )  The Pre-Convention Comnittee s h a l l :  

(1) spec i f y  the  actual  date f o r  t he  

convening o f  t he  convention, which s h a l l  no t  

be l a t e r  than June 18, 1985; 

(2) d r a f t  proposed Rules o f  Procedure f o r  

cons idera t ion  by t h e  delegates on the  opening 

date o f  t h e  Convention; 

(3) ensure t h a t  accommodations, f a c i l i t i e s ,  

equipment, and s t a f f  support f o r  t he  Convention 

a re  arranged and i n  proper order; and 

(4) do such o the r  th ings  as are necessary 

and appropr iate t o  prepare f o r  and f a c i  1 i t a t e  

the  work o f  t he  Convention. 

(e)  Members o f  t h e  Pre-Convention C m i t t e e  s h a l l  

no t  receive any compensation f o r  t h e i r  serv ices on t h e  

Committee but  s h a l l  be e n t i t l e d  t o  per diem and t rave l  

expenses, a t  standard Government o f  the  Commonwealth o f  

t h e  Northern Mariana Is lands rates, wh i l e  away from t h e i r  

home i s l a n d  on the  business o f  t h e  C m i t t e e .  

( f )  The Pre-Convention C m i  t t e e  s h a l l  cease i t s  

ex is tence upon the  convening o f  t he  Cons t i t u t i ona l  

Convention and i t s  powers s h a l l  devolve upon the 

Convention. 
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PIJBLIC W J  NO. 4-30 

H.B. No. 22, H.D.l, S.D.2, C.D.l 

Sect ion 11. Convening the  Convention. 

(a )  The 1985 C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention t o  Propose 

Amendments t o  the  Commonwealth o f  the  Northern Mariana 

Is lands  Const i  t ~ ~ t i o n  s h a l l  convene i n  Saipan, Northern 

Mariana I s lands  and s h a l l  cont inue i n  session f o r  no t  

more than t h i r t y  (30) calendar days. The Pre-Convent.ion 
.. . - 

Cornmi t t e e  s h a l l  spec i f y  the  ac tua l  date f o r  the  convening 

o f  t h e  Convention, which s h a l l  n o t  be l a t e r  than June 18, 

1985. 

(b) The f i r s t  o rder  o f  business o f  the  Convention 

s h a l l  be the  e l e c t i o n  o f  a President.  The Chairman o f  t he  

Pre-Convention Committee s h a l l  a c t  as President  o f  the  

Convention u n t i  1 t h e  de l  egates s h a l l  se l  e c t  a President  

from among t h e i r  number. 

( c )  The Convention may a1 so s e l e c t  from among i t s  

mmbership, such a d d i t i o n a l  o f f i c e r s  as i t  may deem 

necessary and appropr iate.  

(d )  The Convention may adopt such Rules o f  Procedure 

as i t  sees fit; provided, t h a t  such Rules o f  Procedure may 

n o t  be i ncons i s ten t  w i t h  t h i s  Act. 

Sect ion 12. Dut ies o f  t he  Convention. It s h a l l  be the  du ty  o f  

t he  Convention t o  propose such amendments t o  the  Cons t i t u t i on  o f  t he  

Commonwealth o f  the  Northern Mariana Is lands  as i t  bel ieves t o  be i n  

t he  bes t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t he  people o f  t he  Commonwealth. Such amenbnents 

s h a l l  r e q u i r e  r a t i f i c a t i o n  by popular referendum as provided by 

A r t i c l e  X V I I I ,  Sect ion 5 o f  t he  Const i tu t ion ,  and t h i s  Act. 
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PUBLIC LAW NO. 4--30 

H.B. No. 22, H.D.l, 5.0.2, C.D.l 

1 Proposed amendments adopted by the Convention t o  be t rans la ted 

2 accurately i n t o  the Chamorro and Carol i n i a n  languages. Upon 

4 c w ~ p l e t i o n  o f  i t s  work, the Convention sha l l  t ransmit  copies o f  

5 a l l  proposed amendments adopted by the Convention t o  the Governor, 

6 and President o f  the Senate, and the Speaker o f  the House o f  

7 Represen t a  t i ves . 
8 Section 13. Form o f  Proposed Amendments. The Convention may 

9 adopt any number o f  proposed amendments. A proposed amendment adopted 

10 by the Convention may encompass one o r  more sections, subsections, o r  

11 a r t i c l e s  o f  the Const i tu t ion o r  may propose the add i t ion o f  new 

12 sections, subsections, o r  a r t i c l e s  t o  the Const i tut ion,  but  the 

Convention may no t  adopt more than one proposed amendment embracing 

o r  a f f ec t i ng  the same section, subsection, o r  a r t i c l e  o f  the 

Const i tu t ion o r  the same subject matter. Each proposed amendment 

adopted by the  Convention sha l l  be subject t o  the r a t i f i c a t i o n  process 

independent o f  the others. 

Section 14. Quorum. No business may be transacted by the 

Convention 5n the absence o f  a quorum. Presence o f  a ma jo r i t y  o f  the 

delegates sha l l  cons t i tu te  a quorum; provided, t h a t  a t  l eas t  one 

delegate i s  present from each o f  the three senator ia l  d i s t r i c t s .  

Section 15. Voting; Acts o f  the Convention. No vot ing sha l l  be 

permitted except i n  person. Except as otherwise provided by t h i s  Act 

o r  i n  cases where the Rules o f  Procedure adopted by the Convention may 

provide f o r  a greater vot ing requirement, any question before the 

Convention o r  a cmmi t tee thereof may be decided by the vote o f  a 

ma j o r i  t y  o f  those del egates present and voting, a quorum being present. 
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H.B. NO. 22, H . D . 1 ,  S.D.2, C.D.l 

Adoption by the Convention o f  proposed amendments t o  the Const i tu t ion 

sha l l  requ i re  the a f f i nna t i ve  vote of a t  l eas t  three-fourths (3/4) of 

the delegates present, a quorum being present. I n  the event 

three-fourths o f  the delegates present i s  ar i thmet ica l  l y  a f rac t iona l  

number, the required vote i s  rounded t o  the next highest number. A 

r o l l  c a l l  vote sha l l  be required on any motion f o r  the f i n a l  adoption -. . . 
o f  a proposed amendment t o  the Const i tut ion,  and, on such votes, the 

p reva i l i ng  s ide o f  the vote sha l l  have the abstentions, f o r  the 

purpose o f  determining the success o r  f a i l u r e  o f  the motion. 

Section 16. Powers o f  the Convention. 

(a) The President o f  the Convention o r  the Chairman 

o f  any du ly  establ ished Comnittee thereof, may issue 

subpoenas requ i r ing the attendance o f  witnesses and 

subpoenas duces tecum requ i r ing  the production o f  books, 

documents, o r  other evidence, i n  any matter  re la ted t o  

the work and dut ies  o f  the Convention. 

(1)  Any subpoena o r  other process issued 

under the au thor i t y  o f  the Convention sha l l  run 

i n  the name o f  the Goverment o f  the Commonwealth 

of the Northern Mariana Islands. The subpoena o r  

other process sha l l  be signed by the President 

o r  Chairman, as the case may be, sha l l  contain 

a reference t o  t h i s  section, and sha l l  se t  f o r t h  

i n  general terns the matter  o r  questions w i th  

reference t o  which the testimony o r  other 

evidence i s  t o  be taken. 
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H.B. No. 22, H.D.l, S.D.2, C.D.l 

(2 )  Any o f f i c e r  t o  whom such process i s  

d i rected,  s h a l l  f o r t h w i t h  serve o r  execute the  

same upon d e l i v e r y  t o  him, w i thout  charge o r  

compensation; provided, t h a t  any o f f i c e r  serv ing -. 

o r  execut ing such subpoena o r  o the r  process s h a l l  

be compensated f o r  ac tua l  expenses, i f  any. 

(b) The President  o f  the  Convention o r  the  Chairman 

o f  any du l y  es tab l ished Committee thereof ,  may adminis ter  

an oath o r  a f f i r m a t i o n  t o  a witness i n  any mat te r  under 

examination by the  Convention. 

(c )  Any person who: 

(1) f a i l s  o r  refuses t o  appear i n  compliance 

w i t h  a subpoena or ,  having appeared, f a i l s  o r  

refuses t o  t e s t i f y  under oach o r  a f f i rma t ion ;  o r  

(2) f a i l s  o r  refuses t o  answer any re levan t  

quest ion o r  f a i l s  o r  refuses t o  f u r n i s h  any 

re levan t  book, paper, o r  o the r  document 

subpoenaed; o r  

(3)  e x h i b i t s  d is respect  o f  the  Convention 

o r  a committee the reo f  by knowingly and w i l f u l l y  

i n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  the  operat ion and func t i on  o f  

t he  Convention o r  the  committee by open def iance 

of an order  i n  o r  near t he  meeting place o f  the  

Convention o r  the  committee, by d i s t u r b i n g  the  

peace i n  o r  near the  meeting place, by i n t e r f e r i n g  

Page 11 



PUBLIC LAW NO. 4-30 

H.B. NO. 22, H.D.1, S.D.2, C.D.l 

w i t h  an o f f i c e r  o f  t he  Convention o r  the  

c m i  t t e e  i n  the  l aw fu l  performance o f  h i s  

3 o f f i c i a l  dut ies,  o r  by ~ ~ n l a w f u l l y  de ta in ing  o r  

4 th reaten ing any witness o f  t he  Convention o r  the  A 

5  committee because o f  t h a t  person's duty as a 

i 6 witness ; 

s h a l l  be i n  contempt, and upon conv ic t i on  

8 thereof  s h a l l  be f i n e d  no t  more than one thousand 

9 d o l l a r s  ($1,000) o r  imprisoned f o r  n o t  more than 

10 one year, o r  both. I n  any instance o f  the  a l leged 

contempt, t h e  President  o f  the  Convention sha l l  

c e r t i f y  a statement o f  t he  contempt t o  the  At torney 

General o f  t he  Commonwealth o f  t he  Northern Mariana 

Is lands who sha l l  prosecute the  of fender i n  t h e  

I 15 Commonweal t h  T r i a l  Court. 

16 (d)  The o f f i c e r s  and employees o f  t h e  Goverrwilent o f  

17 the  Commonweal t h  o f  the  Northern Mariana I s 1  ands s h a l l  

18 cooperate w i t h  t h e  Convention o r  any c m i t t e e  thereof and 

19 f u r n i s h  t o  i t  o r  t o  i t s  representat ives such in format ion  

I 20 as may be c a l l e d  f o r  i n  connection w i t h  the a c t i v i t i e s  o f  

f 2  1 t h e  Convention o r  i t s  committees. 
1 

22 Sect ion 17. Support. i 
23 (a)  The Governor, t h e  President  o f  the  Senate, and 

2 4 the  Speaker o f  t h e  House o f  Representatives s h a l l  cooperate 

25 and make ava i lab le ,  t o  the  greates t  ex tent  p rac t icab le ,  t he  
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PUBLIC LAW NO. 4-30 

H.B. NO. 22, H.D.l, S.D.2, C.D.1 
I 

resources o f  t he  execut ive and l e g i s l a t i v e  branches t o  

support the tasks and a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t he  Convention and t h e  

Pre-Convention Committee, a t  the  lowest  possib le cos t  t o  

the  Government, and t h i s  p rov i s ion  s h a l l  apply t o  a l l  t h e  - 
f ac to rs  o f  accommodations, f a c i l  i t i e s ,  equipment, and s t a f f  

support. 

(b) The Pre-Convention Committee o r  the  Convention 

may make such o the r  necessary arrangements, engage such 

o the r  s t a f f  o r  professional  services, and procure such 

suppl ies as may be deemed necessary i n  the performance o f  

t h e i r  tasks, w i t h i n  the  l i m i t s  o f  the  funds made a v a i l a b l e  

t o  i t  by t h i s  Act and o the r  acts, bu t  s h a l l  u t i l i z e  the  

resources o f  t he  executive and l e g i s l a t i v e  branches t o  the  

greates t  ex ten t  p rac t icab le .  

Sect i  on 18. Compensation o f  Del ega tes. 

(a)  Delegates sha l l  be paid a t  the r a t e  o f  

seventy- f ive do1 l a r s  ($75.00) per  day f o r  every day o r  

p a r t  o f  a day the  delegate i s  a c t u a l l y  present a t  a 

session of the  Convention o r  a meeting o f  a committee 

thereof; provided, t h a t  delegates who are employees o f  

the  Government o f  t he  Commonwealth o f  the  Northern 

Mariana Islands, i t s  subdivisions, instrumental i ti tes, o r  

independent agencies o r  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  s h a l l  be granted 

admin i s t ra t i ve  leave w i t h  pay and be paid ou t  o f  the  

funds o f  t he  Convention on ly  the d i f f e rence  between t h e i r  
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PUBLIC LAW NO. 4-30 

H.B. No. 22, H.D.l, S.D.2, C.D.l  
b I 
I 

I 1 pro-rated d a i l y  sa lary  and seventy-f i v e  do1 l a r s  ($75.00) 

I 2 per day i f  t h e i r  sa la ry  i s  l ess  than the  l a t t e r  amount; 

3 and provided fu r the r ,  t h a t  the  employers o f  delegates who 

I 4 are employees o f  the  p r i v a t e  sec tor  o r  governments other  A 

I 5 than the  Government o f  the  Northern Marianas, i t s  

6 subdiv is ions,  inst rumental  i t i e s ,  o r  independent agencies 
0 .  

7 o r  au tho r i t i es ,  a r e  requested t o  g ran t ' l eave  w i t h  pay t o  . 

I 8 those delegates i n  t h e i r  employ, i n  the  pub l i c  i n te res t ,  

I 9 and i n  the  event such leave w i t h  pay i s  granted, those 

10 delegates s h a l l  be paid ou t  o f  t he  funds o f  t he  Convention 

11 on ly  t h e  d i f f e rence  between t h e i r  pro-rated d a i l y  salary 
1 

12 and seventy- f ive do1 l a r s  ($75.00) per day i f  t h e i r  sa lary  

13 i s  l ess  than the  l a t t e r  amount. 

(b )  Delegates s h a l l  a1 so be e n t i t l e d  t o  a l l  necessary 

15 t r a v e l  expenses, and t o  per  diem a t  standard Government o f  

16 the  Camonwealth o f  t he  Northern Mariana Is lands rates, 

I 17 wh i le  away from t h e i r  home i s l a n d  on the  business o f  the  

I 18 Convention o r  any c m i  t t e e  thereof .  

19 Sect ion 19. R a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  Proposed Amendments. 

20 (a)  A l l  proposed amendments t o  the  Cons t i t u t i on  of 

2 1 the  Commonwealth o f  t he  Northern Mariana Is lands adopted 

2 2 by the  Convention s h a l l  be submitted t o  the  voters f o r  

. 23 r a t i f i c a t i o n  a t  the November 1985 regu lar  general e lect ion,  

24 pursuant t o  A r t i c l e  X V I I I ,  Sect ion 5, o f  the  Const i tu t ion  

2 5 o f  the  Commonwealth o f  t he  Northern Mariana Islands. 
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H.B. No. 22, H.D.l, S.D.2, C.D.1 

Au tho r i t y  t o  conduct t he  referendum i s  hereby granted t o  

the Board o f  E l  ec t i ons  , i n  accordance w i t h  the  prov is ions  

o f  t h i s  Act and e x i s t i n g  e l e c t i o n  law. The Board o f  

E lec t ions  s h a l l  c e r t i f y  t he  r e s u l t s  o f  the  referendum t o  

t h e  Governor and the  Leg is la tu re .  

(b) A f te r  r e c e i p t  of a  proposed amendment t o  t h e  

Cons t i t u t i on  as adopted by the  Convention, t he  L e g i s l a t u r e  

may, a t  any t ime p r i o r  t o  t he  f i n a l  s i x t y  (60) days be fore  

t h e  November 1985 r e g u l a r  general e lec t i on ,  adopt a  j o i n t  

r e s o l u t i o n  concurr ing w i t h  the  proposed amendment, which, 

i f  rece i v ing  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  vo te  o f  th ree- four ths  (314) 

o f  the  members o f  each house present and vot ing,  s h a l l  

have t h e  e f f e c t  o f  making t h e  proposed amendment a  

" l e g i s l a t i v e  i n i t i a t i v e "  w i t h i n  the  meaning o f  Sect ions 3  

and 5(b) o f  A r t i c l e  X V I I I  o f  t he  Const i tu t ion ,  f o r  

r a t i f i c a t i o n  purposes. 

(c )  The form o f  t he  referendum b a l l o t  o r  b a l l o t s  

s h a l l  be governed s u b s t a n t i a l l y  by the  f o l l  owing : 

(1) Each proposed amendment s h a l l  be 

t rea ted  separately;  

(2 )  The f u l l  t e x t  o f  each proposed 

amendment s h a l l  be presented i n  t he  Engl ish, 

Chamorro, and Carol i n i a n  languages as t rans la ted  

24 i n  accordance w i t h  Sect ion 12 o f  t h i s  Act; 
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PUBLIC IAN NO. 4-30 

H.B. No. 22, H.D.l, S.D.2, C.D.l 

1 (3)  The t e x t  o f  each proposed amendment 

2 s h a l l  be preceeded w i t h  a question, i n  t h e  

3 Engl ish, Chamorro, o r  Caro l i n ian  language as 

4 appropr iate,  posed s u b s t a n t i a l l y  as fo l lows:  
s 

5 "Cons t i  t u t i  onal Amendment Referendum 

6 . Do you approve the  f o l l o w i n g  amendment t o  

7 t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t he  Cornmpnwealth o f  t h e  . 

Northern Mariana Islands, as proposed by t h e  

1985 Cons t i t u t i ona l  Convention? 

YES NO ;'I and 

( 4 )  I n  t h e  event t he  proposed amendment has 

12 been made a l e g i s l a t i v e  i n i t i a t i v e  i n  accordance 

13 w i t h  Subsection (b)  above, t he  quest ion out1 ined 

14 i n  numbered paragraph (3) above s h a l l  a l so  con ta in  

15 the  words "and the  Leg is la tu re "  f o l  lowiqg the  word 

16 "Convention". 

17 Sect ion 20. E f f e c t i v e  Date. This  Act s h a l l  take e f f e c t  upon i t s  

18 approval by the  Governor, o r  upon i t s  becoming law w i thou t  such approval. 

ATTEST: /7 

Speaker o f  t h e  House 

Pedro P. Tgnorio / - 
Governor / 
Commonwealth o f  t he  Northern Mariana Is lands  
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