
PUBLIC LAW NO. 4-30 

FOURTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE HOUSE BILL NO. 22, 
H.D.l, S.D.2, C.D.1 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION, 1984 

AN ACT 

To prov ide  f o r  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  convent ion t o  propose amendments 
t o  the  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  Northern Mariana Is lands ;  t o  p rescr ibe  
i t s  powers, du t i es ,  func t ions ,  and procedures; t o  prov ide f o r  t h e  
e l e c t i o n  o f  delegates; t o  spec i f y  the  method by which proposed 
amendments s h a l l  be r a t i f i e d ;  and f o r  o the r  purposes. 

BE I T  ENACTED BY THE NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE: 

1 Sect ion 1. Short T i t l e .  This  a c t  may be c i t e d  as the  "Northern 

2 Marianas Cons t i t u t i ona l  Convention Enabl i n g  Act o f  1984. " 

3 Sect ion 2. Findings. The Fourth Northern Marianas Commonweal t h  

4 L e g i s l a t u r e  f i n d s  t h a t  seventy-six percent o f  the  votes c a s t  i n  t he  

5 l a s t  general e l e c t i o n  c a l l e d  f o r  the  ho ld ing  o f  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

6 convention, thereby r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  t he  l e g i s l a t u r e  convene such a 

7 convent ion promptly,  pursuant t o  Subsections ( a )  and ( c )  o f  Sect ion 2 

8 o f  A r t i c l e  X V I I I  o f  the  Cons t i t u t i on .  

9 Sect ion 3. Cons t i t u t i ona l  Convention Created. There i s  hereby 

10 created i n  accordance w i t h  A r t i c l e  X V I I I ,  Sect ions 1 and 2 o f  the  

11 C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  Commonwealth o f  the  Northern Mariana Is lands  a 

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  convent ion i n  and f o r  t he  Commonwealth o f  the  Northern 

Mariana Is lands ,  t o  propose amendments t o  the  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the 

Commonwealth o f  t h e  Northern Mariana Islands. The convent ion s h a l l  

be known as the  1985 C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention t o  Propose Amendnients 

t o  the  Commonweal t h  o f  the  Northern Mariana I s1  ands Cons t i t u t i on .  

Sect ion 4. Deleqates. The convent ion s h a l l  c o n s i s t  o f  

twenty- four  (24) delegates, e lec ted  a t - l a r g e  on a nonpart isan bas is  

from each of t he  th ree  sena to r i a l  d i s t r i c t s  as def ined i n  A r t i c l e  11, 

Sect ion 2 o f  t he  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t he  Commonwealth o f  the  Northern 
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1 Mariana I s l a n d s  as f o l l o w s :  

2  (1 )  S ix teen  (16) de legates from t h e  i s l a n d  

3  o f  Saipan and t he  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  o f  Saipan; 

( 2 )  Four (4)  de legates from t h e  i s l a n d  of Rota; 

( 3 )  Four (4 )  de legates from t h e  i s l a n d s  o f  

T i n i a n  and Aguiguan. 

Sec t ion  5. Qua1 i f i c a t i o n  o f  Delegates. A  person s h a l l  be 

e l i g i b l e  f o r  e l e c t i o n  as a  de lega te  and t h e  Board o f  E l e c t i o n s  s h a l l  

c e r t i f y  as a  cand ida te  f o r  de lega te  rep resen t i ng  a  g i ven  s e n a t o r i a l  

d i s t r i c t  and cause t o  have t h e  cand ida te ' s  name p r i n t e d  on t h e  

e l e c t i o n  b a l l o t  any person who: 

(a )  I s  qua1 i f i e d  t o  be a  senator  as p rescr ibed  

by Sec t ion  2 ( c )  o f  A r t i c l e  I 1  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  

t h e  Commonwealth o f  t h e  Nor thern Mariana Is lands ;  

(b) I s  r e g i s t e r e d  t o  vo te  i n  t h e  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  

concerned ; 

(c )  F i l e s  w i t h  t h e  Board o f  E l e c t i o n s  n o t  l a t e r  than 

March 18, 1985 a  v e r i f i e d  s ta tement  o f  i n t e n t  t o  be a  

cand ida te  f o r  de lega te  and a  p e t i t i o n  (which may n o t  

c o n t a i n  any re fe rence  t o  o r  des igna te  any pol  i t i c a l  p a r t y )  

s e t t i n g  f o r t h  t h e  name o f  t h e  cand ida te  and c o n t a i n i n g  

t h e  genuine s ignatures,  p r i n t e d  names, res idences,  and 

m a i l i n g  addresses o f  n o t  l e s s  than f i v e  percen t  o r  100, 

whichever i s  l ess ,  o f  t h e  r e g i s t e r e d  vo te r s  o f  t h e  

s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  concerned; and 
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( d )  Remits t o  t he  Board o f  E l e c t i o n s  a  f i l i n g  fee 

o f  f i f t y  d o l l a r s  ($50.00); provided, t h a t  requi rements ( c )  

and ( d )  above s h a l l  n o t  app ly  t o  w r i t e - i n  candidates. 

The Board o f  E l e c t i o n s  may r e f u s e  t o  accept f o r  fil i n g  any 

p e t i t i o n  t h a t ,  on i t s  face, f a i l s  t o  comply w i t h  t h e  requi rements 

of t h i s  Act. If the  Board o f  E l e c t i o n s  does n o t  a f f i r m a t i v e l y  t ake  

a c t i o n  t o  deny c e r t i f i c a t i o n  t o  a  cand ida te  w i t h i n  t e n  (10)  days 

a f t e r  t he  nominat ing p e t i t i o n  i s  f i l e d ,  t h e  cand ida te  s h a l l  be deemed 

c e r t i f i e d  f o r  t he  e l e c t i o n  b a l l o t .  The Convent ion s h a l l  be t h e  s o l e  

judge o f  t he  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  de legates.  

Sec t i on  6. E lec t i on .  E l e c t i o n  o f  de legates s h a l l  take  p l ace  on 

Sunday, A p r i l  21, 1985. 

Sec t ion  7. E l i g i b i l i t y  t o  Vote; Conduct o f  E lec t i on ;  De te rmina t ion  

o f  Resul ts .  

( a )  Except as o therw ise  prov ided by t h i s  Act, t h e  

conduct o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  delegates, e l i g i b i l i t y  t o  v o t e  

i n  s a i d  e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  de te rm ina t i on  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  sa id  

e l e c t i o n ,  and r e l a t e d  ma t te r s  s h a l l  be i n  accordance w i t h  

and as p resc r i bed  by T i t l e  1, D i v i s i o n  6, Chapters 1, 2, 

and 4 o f  t h e  Commonwealth Code. 

( b )  The names of t h e  candidates s h a l l  appear on t h e  

ba l  l o t  w i t h o u t  any re ference t o  po l  i t i c a l  p a r t y  a f f  il i a t i o n  

and i n  a  sequence t o  be es tab l i shed  by t h e  drawing o f  l o t s  

t o  be admin is te red  by t h e  Board o f  E lec t i ons .  
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( c )  E l i g i b l e  v o t e r s  i n  each s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  may 

c a s t  votes f o r  up t o  b u t  n o t  more than t h e  number o f  

de legates t o  be e l e c t e d  from t h a t  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t .  No 

more than one vo te  may be c a s t  f o r  a  s i n g l e  candidate by  

an i n d i v i d u a l  vo te r .  Those candidates i n  each s e n a t o r i a l  

d i s t r i c t  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  h i g h e s t  number o f  votes c a s t  i n  

t h a t  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  s h a l l  be dec la red  e l ec ted  , i n  

descending o r d e r  o f  votes rece ived,  u n t i l  de l  egates s h a l l  

have been dec la red  e l e c t e d  t o  f i l l  a l l  t h e  de lega te  sea ts  

p rescr ibed  by Sec t i on  4 o f  t h i s  Ac t  f o r  each s e n a t o r i a l  

d i s t r i c t ;  provided, t h a t  i n  t h e  event  of a  t i e  f o r  t h e  

f i n a l  de lega te  sea t  i n  a  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  

candidates so t i e d  s h a l l  draw l o t s  t o  determine which 

s h a l l  be dec la red  e lected.  

( d )  I f  any v o t e r  con tes t s  t he  e l e c t i o n :  

(1 )  t h e  terms "reverse",  " revers ing" ,  o r  

" reversed"  as used i n  A r t i c l e  2  o f  Chapter 4 o f  

D i v i s i o n  6 o f  T i t l e  1  o f  t h e  Commonwealth Code 

s h a l l  be construed t o  mean "change", "changing", 

o r  "changed" w i t h  r espec t  t o  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  

e l e c t i o n ;  and 

( 2 )  no tw i t hs tand ing  t h e  p rov i s i ons  o f  1  CMC 

36427, t h e  defendant s h a l l  r e l i n q u i s h  t h e  o f f i c e  

and t h e  candidate hav ing t he  h i g h e s t  number o f  

votes among those n o t  e l ec ted  from the  s e n a t o r i a l  
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d i s t r i c t  concerned shall be declared to have been 

elected i f :  

( A )  the defendant i s  found to have 
* 

fewer 1 egal votes than an unsuccessful 

candidate in the same senatorial d i s t r i c t ;  or 

( B )  the Board finds a winning candidate 

to  have been ineligible or to have violated 

the election laws of the Commonwealth or the 

provisions of th is  Act. 

( e )  The provisions of Article 4 of Chapter 3 of 

Division 6 of Ti t le  1 of the Commonwealth Code shall apply 

to candidates for  delegate. 

( f )  The provisions of Chapter 5 of Division 6 of 

Ti t le  1 of the Commonwealth Code shall also apply to  the 

conduct of a1 1 persons with respect to the election of 

delegates for  the Constitutional Convention. 

( g )  The Board of Elections shall promulgate such 

additional regulations as are consistent with th is  Act 

and existing law, as necessary to govern the election of 

delegates to  the Constitutional Convention. 

Section 8. Disqual i f icat ion for Partisan Activity. Any person 

who, having declared intent to be a candidate for delegate to the 

Constitutional Convention, pub1 ic ly proclaims his polit ical party 

a f f i l i a t ion ,  permits his polit ical party a f f i l i a t ion  to be used in 

connection with his name in campaign materials or campaigning, or  who 
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i n  any way makes an i s sue  o f  t h e  pol  i t i c a l  p a r t y  a f f i l  i a t i o n  of ano ther  

candidate,  s h a l l  be d i s q u a l i f i e d  as a  cand ida te  f o r  de lega te  and, if 

elec ted ,  may n o t  be seated. 

Sec t ion  9. Vacancies. Vacancies f o r  any e l ec ted  de lega te  s h a l l  

be f i l l e d  by t he  unsuccesfu l  candidate from t h e  same s e n a t o r i a l  

d i s t r i c t  who rece ived  t h e  h i g h e s t  number o f  vo tes  o f  t h e  unsuccessful  

candidates i n  t h a t  d i s t r i c t ;  provided, t h a t  i n  t h e  event  of a  t i e ,  t h e  

cand ida te  t o  f i l l  t h e  vacancy s h a l l  be determined by t h e  drawing o f  

l o t s .  I f  t h e  n e x t  de lega te  i n  l i n e  refuses o r  i s  n o t  a v a i l b l e  t o  serve 

and t h e r e  a re  no remaining candidates a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h a t  s e n a t o r i a l  

d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  Mayor of Saipan, T i n i an ,  o r  Rota, as appropr ia te ,  s h a l l  

appo in t  a  person t o  f i l l  t h e  vacancy. 

Sec t ion  10. Pre-Convention Committee. 

( a )  There s h a l l  be a  Pre-Convention Committee 

composed o f  t h e  t h r e e  de lega t i on  chairmen se lec ted  by  

and from t h e  de legates e l ec ted  from each o f  t h e  t h r e e  

s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t s  as prov ided by Sec t i on  4 o f  t h i s  

Act; des igna t i on  o f  de lega t i on  chairmen s h a l l  be made i n  

w r i t i n g  by each de lega t i on  t o  t h e  Governor, t h e  Pres iden t  

o f  t h e  Senate, and t h e  Speaker o f  t h e  House o f  

Representat ives n o t  l a t e r  than May 8, 1985. 

( b )  The Governor s h a l l  c a l l  t h e  Pre-Convention 

Committee t o  o r d e r  n o t  l a t e r  than May 18, 1985, f o r  t h e  

purpose o f  e l e c t i n g  from i t s  membership a  chairman and 

such o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  as t h e  committee may deem appropr ia te .  
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( c )  No m a t t e r  may be dec ided by t h e  Pre-Convent ion 

Committee excep t  by  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  a t  l e a s t  

two ( 2 )  o f  i t s  members. 

( d )  The Pre-Convent ion Committee s h a l l  : 

( 1 )  s p e c i f y  t h e  a c t u a l  d a t e  f o r  t h e  

conven ing o f  t h e  convent ion,  wh ich s h a l l  n o t  

be l a t e r  than  June 18, 1985; 

( 2 )  d r a f t  proposed Rules o f  Procedure f o r  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b y  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  on t h e  opening 

d a t e  o f  t h e  Convent ion;  

( 3 )  ensure t h a t  accommodations, f a c i  1 i t i e s ,  

equipment, and s t a f f  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  Convent ion 

a r e  ar ranged and i n  p r o p e r  o rde r ;  and 

( 4 )  do such o t h e r  t h i n g s  as  a r e  necessary  

and a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  p repare  f o r  and f a c i l i t a t e  

t h e  work o f  t h e  Convent ion.  

( e )  Members o f  t h e  Pre-Convent ion Committee s h a l l  

n o t  r e c e i v e  any compensat ion f o r  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  on t h e  

Committee b u t  s h a l l  be e n t i t l e d  t o  p e r  diem and t r a v e l  

expenses, a t  s tandard  Government o f  t h e  Commonwealth o f  

t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar iana I s l a n d s  r a t e s ,  w h i l e  away f rom t h e i r  

home i s l a n d  on t h e  bus iness o f  t h e  Committee. 

( f )  The Pre-Convent ion Commi t t e e  s h a l l  cease i t s  

e x i s t e n c e  upon t h e  convening o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

Convent ion and i t s  powers s h a l l  devo lve upon t h e  

Convent ion.  
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S e c t i o n  11. Convening t h e  Convention. 

( a )  The 1985 C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convent ion t o  Propose 

Amendments t o  t h e  Commonwealth o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  l l a r i a n a  

I s l a n d s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  s h a l l  convene i n  Saipan, N o r t h e r n  

Mar iana I s l a n d s  and s h a l l  c o n t i n u e  i n  sess ion f o r  n o t  

more t h a n  t h i r t y  (30)  c a l e n d a r  days. The Pre-Convent ion 

Commi t t e e  s h a l l  s p e c i f y  t h e  a c t u a l  d a t e  f o r  t h e  conven ing 

o f  t h e  Convent ion,  which s h a l l  n o t  be l a t e r  than  June 18, 

1985. 

( b )  The f i r s t  o r d e r  o f  bus iness  o f  t h e  Convent ion 

s h a l l  be t h e  e l e c t i o n  of  a P r e s i d e n t .  The Chairman o f  t h e  

Pre-Convent ion Committee s h a l l  a c t  as P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  

Convent ion u n t i l  t h e  de lega tes  s h a l l  s e l e c t  a P r e s i d e n t  

f rom among t h e i r  number. 

( c )  The Convent ion may a1 so s e l e c t  f rom among i t s  

membership, such a d d i t i o n a l  o f f i c e r s  as i t  may deem 

necessary and a p p r o p r i a t e .  

(d )  The Convent ion may adop t  such Rules  o f  Procedure 

as i t  sees f i t ;  prov ided,  t h a t  such Rules o f  Procedure may 

n o t  be i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h i s  Act .  

S e c t i o n  12. D u t i e s  o f  t h e  Convent ion.  It s h a l l  be t h e  d u t y  o f  

t h e  Convent ion t o  propose such amendments t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  

Commonwealth o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar iana I s l a n d s  as i t  b e l i e v e s  t o  be i n  

t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  peop le  o f  t h e  Commonwealth. Such amendments 

s h a l l  r e q u i r e  r a t i f i c a t i o n  by p o p u l a r  referendum as p r o v i d e d  by  

A r t i c l e  X V I I I ,  S e c t i o n  5 o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  and t h i s  Act .  
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Proposed amendments adopted by t h e  Convent ion t o  be t r a n s 1  a t e d  

a c c u r a t e l y  i n t o  t h e  Chamorro and Caro l  i n i a n  1 anguages. Upon 

c o m p l e t i o n  of i t s  work, t h e  Convent ion s h a l l  t r a n s m i t  c o p i e s  of  

a l l  proposed amendments adopted by  t h e  Convent ion t o  t h e  Governor, 

and P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Senate, and t h e  Speaker o f  t h e  House of 

Represen ta t i ves .  

S e c t i o n  13. Form o f  Proposed Amendments. The Convent ion may 

adopt  any number o f  proposed amendments. A proposed amendment adopted 

b y  t h e  Convent ion may encompass one o r  more s e c t i o n s ,  subsec t ions ,  o r  

a r t i c l e s  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o r  may propose t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  new 

s e c t i o n s ,  subsec t ions ,  o r  a r t i c l e s  t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  

Convent ion may n o t  adop t  more t h a n  one proposed amendment embracing 

o r  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  same s e c t i o n ,  subsec t ion ,  o r  a r t i c l e  o f  t h e  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  o r  t h e  same s u b j e c t  m a t t e r .  Each proposed amendment 

adopted by  t h e  Convent ion s h a l l  be s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  r a t i f i c a t i o n  process 

independent  o f  t h e  o t h e r s .  

S e c t i o n  14. Quorum. No bus iness  may be t r a n s a c t e d  by t h e  

Convent ion i n  t h e  absence o f  a quorum. Presence o f  a m a j o r i  ty o f  t h e  

d e l e g a t e s  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a quorum; p rov ided ,  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  one 

d e l e g a t e  i s  p r e s e n t  f rom each o f  t h e  t h r e e  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t s .  

S e c t i o n  15. Vot inq;  Acts  o f  t h e  Convent ion.  No v o t i n g  s h a l l  be 

p e r m i t t e d  e x c e p t  i n  person. Except  as o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  by  t h i s  A c t  

o r  i n  cases where t h e  Ru les  o f  Procedure adopted by t h e  Convent ion may 

p r o v i d e  f o r  a g r e a t e r  v o t i n g  r e q u i  rement, any q u e s t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  

Convent ion o r  a commit tee t h e r e o f  may be dec ided by  t h e  v o t e  of a 

m a j o r i t y  o f  t h o s e  d e l e g a t e s  p r e s e n t  and v o t i n g ,  a quorum be ing  present .  
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Adopt ion by t h e  Convention o f  proposed amendments t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

s h a l l  r e q u i r e  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  vo te  o f  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e - f o u r t h s  (314) of 

t h e  de legates present,  a  quorum being present .  I n  t he  event 

t h ree - fou r t hs  o f  t he  de legates p resen t  i s  a r i t h m e t i c a l l y  a  f r a c t i o n a l  

number, t h e  requ i red  vo te  i s  rounded t o  t h e  nex t  h i ghes t  number. A 

r o l l  c a l l  vo te  s h a l l  be r e q u i r e d  on any mot ion f o r  t h e  f i n a l  adopt ion 

o f  a  proposed amendment t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  and, on such votes, t h e  

p r e v a i l i n g  s i d e  o f  t h e  vo te  s h a l l  have t h e  abs ten t ions ,  f o r  t h e  

purpose o f  de te rmin ing  t h e  success o r  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  mot ion. 

Sec t i on  16. Powers o f  t h e  Convention. 

( a )  The P res iden t  o f  t h e  Convention o r  t h e  Chairman 

o f  any d u l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  Committee t he reo f ,  may i s s u e  

subpoenas r e q u i r i n g  t h e  at tendance o f  wi tnesses and 

subpoenas duces tecum r e q u i r i n g  t h e  p roduc t i on  o f  books, 

documents, o r  o t h e r  evidence, i n  any m a t t e r  r e l a t e d  t o  

t h e  work and d u t i e s  o f  t h e  Convention. 

( 1 )  Any subpoena o r  o t h e r  process issued 

under t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  Convention s h a l l  r u n  

i n  t h e  name o f  t h e  Government o f  t h e  Commonwealth 

o f  t h e  Nor thern  Mariana Is lands.  The subpoena o r  

o t h e r  process s h a l l  be signed by t h e  Pres iden t  

o r  Chairman, as t he  case may be, s h a l l  c o n t a i n  

a  re ference t o  t h i s  sec t ion ,  and s h a l l  s e t  f o r t h  

i n  general  terms t he  m a t t e r  o r  ques t ions  w i t h  

r e fe rence  t o  which t h e  test imony o r  o t h e r  

evidence i s  t o  be taken. 
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( 2 )  Any o f f i c e r  t o  whom such process i s  

d i r e c t e d ,  s h a l l  f o r t h w i t h  se rve  o r  execute  t h e  

same upon d e l i v e r y  t o  him, w i t h o u t  charge o r  

compensation; p rov ided ,  t h a t  any o f f i c e r  s e r v i n g  

o r  e x e c u t i n g  such subpoena o r  o t h e r  process s h a l l  

be compensated f o r  a c t u a l  expenses, i f  any. 

( b )  The P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Convent ion o r  t h e  Chairman 

of any d u l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  Committee t h e r e o f ,  may a d m i n i s t e r  

an o a t h  o r  a f f i r m a t i o n  t o  a  w i t n e s s  i n  any m a t t e r  under  

examina t ion  by t h e  Convent ion.  

( c )  Any person who: 

(1 )  f a i l s  o r  r e f u s e s  t o  appear i n  compl iance 

w i t h  a  subpoena o r ,  hav ing  appeared, f a i l s  o r  

r e f u s e s  t o  t e s t i f y  under  oach o r  a f f i r m a t i o n ;  o r  

( 2 )  f a i l s  o r  r e f u s e s  t o  answer any r e l e v a n t  

q u e s t i o n  o r  f a i l s  o r  r e f u s e s  t o  f u r n i s h  any 

r e l e v a n t  book, paper, o r  o t h e r  document 

subpoenaed; o r  

( 3 )  e x h i b i t s  d i s r e s p e c t  o f  t h e  Convent ion 

o r  a  commit tee t h e r e o f  by know ing ly  and w i l f u l l y  

i n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and f u n c t i o n  o f  

t h e  Convent ion o r  t h e  commit tee by  open de f iance  

o f  an o r d e r  i n  o r  near  t h e  mee t ing  p l a c e  o f  t h e  

Convent ion o r  t h e  commit tee,  by d i s t u r b i n g  t h e  

peace i n  o r  n e a r  t h e  mee t ing  p lace ,  by i n t e r f e r i n g  
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w i t h  an o f f i c e r  of t he  Convention o r  the  

committee i n  t he  lawfu l  perfonnance o f  h i s  

o f f i c i a l  du t ies ,  o r  by u n l a w f u l l y  d e t a i n i n g  o r  

t h rea ten ing  any witness o f  t h e  Convention o r  t h e  

committee because of t h a t  person 's  duty as a  

witness; 

s h a l l  be i n  contempt, and upon c o n v i c t i o n  

the reo f  s h a l l  be f i n e d  n o t  more than one thousand 

d o l l a r s  ($1,000) o r  imprisoned f o r  n o t  more than 

one year,  o r  both. I n  any ins tance o f  t h e  a l l eged  

contempt, t h e  Pres ident  o f  t he  Convention s h a l l  

c e r t i f y  a  statement o f  the  contempt t o  t h e  At to rney  

General of t he  Commonwealth o f  t h e  Nor thern Mariana 

I s l ands  who s h a l l  prosecute the  o f fender  i n  t he  

Commonweal t h  T r i a l  Court. 

(d )  The o f f i c e r s  and employees o f  t h e  Government o f  

t h e  Commonwealth o f  t he  Nor thern Mariana I s l ands  s h a l l  

cooperate w i t h  t h e  Convention o r  any committee the reo f  and 

f u r n i s h  t o  i t  o r  t o  i t s  representa t i ves  such i n f o r m a t i o n  

as may be c a l l e d  f o r  i n  connect ion w i t h  t he  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  

t he  Convention o r  i t s  committees. 

Sec t ion  17. Support. 

(a) The Governor, t he  Pres ident  o f  t he  Senate, and 

t h e  Speaker o f  t he  House o f  Representat ives s h a l l  cooperate 

and make ava i l ab le ,  t o  t he  g rea tes t  ex ten t  p rac t i cab le ,  t he  
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resources o f  t h e  execu t i ve  and l e g i s l a t i v e  branches t o  

suppor t  t h e  tasks  and a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  Convention and t h e  

Pre-Convention Committee, a t  t h e  l owes t  p o s s i b l e  c o s t  t o  

t h e  Government, and t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  s h a l l  app ly  t o  a l l  t h e  

f a c t o r s  o f  accommodations, f a c i  1  i t i e s ,  equi  pment, and s t a f f  

suppor t .  

( b )  The Pre-Convention Committee o r  t h e  Convent ion 

may make such o t h e r  necessary arrangements, engage such 

o t h e r  s t a f f  o r  p ro fess iona l  se rv ices ,  and p rocure  such 

supp l i es  as may be deemed necessary i n  t h e  performance o f  

t h e i r  tasks, w i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  t he  funds made a v a i l a b l e  

t o  i t  by t h i s  Ac t  and o t h e r  ac ts ,  b u t  s h a l l  u t i l i z e  t h e  

resources o f  t h e  execu t i ve  and l e g i s l a t i v e  branches t o  t h e  

g r e a t e s t  e x t e n t  p r a c t i c a b l  e. 

Sec t ion  18. Compensation o f  Delegates. 

(a )  Delegates s h a l l  be p a i d  a t  t h e  r a t e  of 

seven ty - f i ve  d o l l a r s  ($75.00) p e r  day f o r  every  day o r  

p a r t  o f  a  day t h e  de lega te  i s  a c t u a l l y  p resen t  a t  a  

sess ion o f  t h e  Convention o r  a  meet ing o f  a  committee 

t he reo f ;  prov ided,  t h a t  de legates who a r e  employees o f  

t h e  Government of t h e  Commonwealth o f  t h e  Nor thern  

Mariana I s l ands ,  i t s  subd iv is ions ,  i n s t r u m e n t a l i t i t e s ,  o r  

independent agencies o r  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  s h a l l  be g ran ted  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  leave  w i t h  pay and be pa id  o u t  o f  t h e  

funds of t h e  Convention o n l y  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e i r  
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p r o - r a t e d  d a i l y  s a l a r y  and s e v e n t y - f i v e  do1 l a r s  ($75.00) 

p e r  day i f  t h e i r  s a l a r y  i s  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  l a t t e r  amount; 

and p r o v i d e d  f u r t h e r ,  t h a t  t h e  employers o f  de lega tes  who 

a r e  employees o f  t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  o r  governments o t h e r  

t h a n  t h e  Government o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar ianas,  i t s  

s u b d i v i s i o n s ,  i n s t r u m e n t a l i t i e s ,  o r  independent  agenc ies  

o r  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  a r e  reques ted  t o  g r a n t  l e a v e  w i t h  pay t o  

t h o s e  d e l e g a t e s  i n  t h e i r  employ, i n  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t ,  

and i n  t h e  even t  such l e a v e  w i t h  pay i s  granted,  those  

d e l e g a t e s  s h a l l  be p a i d  o u t  o f  t h e  funds o f  t h e  Convent ion 

o n l y  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e i r  p r o - r a t e d  d a i l y  s a l a r y  

and s e v e n t y - f i v e  d o l l a r s  ($75.00) p e r  day if t h e i r  s a l a r y  

i s  l e s s  than  t h e  l a t t e r  amount. 

( b )  De legates  s h a l l  a1 so be e n t i t l e d  t o  a l l  necessary  

t r a v e l  expenses, and t o  p e r  diem a t  s tandard  Government o f  

t h e  Commonwealth o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar iana I s l a n d s  r a t e s ,  

w h i l e  away f r o m  t h e i r  home i s l a n d  on t h e  bus iness  o f  t h e  

Convent ion o r  any commit tee t h e r e o f .  

S e c t i o n  19. R a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  Proposed Amendments. 

( a )  A l l  proposed amendments t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  

t h e  Commonwealth o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar iana I s l a n d s  adopted 

b y  t h e  Convent ion s h a l l  be s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  v o t e r s  f o r  

r a t i f i c a t i o n  a t  t h e  November 1985 r e g u l a r  genera l  e l e c t i o n ,  

p u r s u a n t  t o  A r t i c l e  X V I I I ,  S e c t i o n  5, o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

o f  t h e  Commonwealth o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar iana I s l a n d s .  
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A u t h o r i t y  t o  conduct t he  referendum i s  hereby granted t o  

t h e  Board of E lec t i ons ,  i n  accordance w i t h  t he  p r o v i s i o n s  

of t h i s  Ac t  and e x i s t i q g  e l e c t i o n  law. The Board o f  

E l e c t i o n s  s h a l l  c e r t i f y  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t he  referendum t o  

t h e  Governor and t he  Leg i s l a tu re .  

( b )  A f t e r  r e c e i p t  o f  a  proposed amendment t o  t h e  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  as adopted by t h e  Convention, t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

may, a t  any t ime p r i o r  t o  t h e  f i n a l  s i x t y  (60)  days be fo re  

t h e  November 1985 r e g u l a r  general  e l e c t i o n ,  adopt  a  j o i n t  

r e s o l u t i o n  concu r r i ng  w i t h  t h e  proposed amendment, which, 

i f  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  t h r e e - f o u r t h s  (314)  

of t he  members o f  each house present  and vo t i ng ,  s h a l l  

have t h e  e f f e c t  o f  making t h e  proposed amendment a  

" l e g i s l a t i v e  i n i t i a t i v e "  w i t h i n  t he  meaning o f  Sec t ions  3  

and 5 ( b )  o f  A r t i c l e  X V I I I  o f  t he  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  f o r  

r a t i f i c a t i o n  purposes. 

( c )  The form o f  t h e  referendum b a l l o t  o r  b a l l o t s  

s h a l l  be governed s u b s t a n t i a l l y  by t he  f o l l o w i n g :  

( 1  ) Each proposed amendment s h a l l  be 

t r e a t e d  separa te ly ;  

( 2 )  The f u l l  t e x t  o f  each proposed 

amendment s h a l l  be presented i n  t h e  Engl i sh, 

Chamorro, and Carol i n i a n  languages as t r a n s l a t e d  

i n  accordance w i t h  Sec t ion  12 o f  t h i s  Act;  

Page 15 



PIJBLIC LAW NO. 4-30 

H.B. No. 22, H.D.1, S.D.2, C . D . 1  

( 3 )  The t e x t  of  each proposed amendment 

s h a l l  be preceeded w i t h  a q u e s t i o n ,  i n  t h e  

E n g l i s h ,  Chamorro, o r  Caro l  i n i a n  language as 

a p p r o p r i a t e ,  posed s u b s t a n t i a l l y  as f o l l o w s :  

"Cons t i  t u t i  ona l  Amendment Referendum 

Do you approve t h e  f o l l o w i n g  amendment t o  

t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  Cor~rnonweal t h  of  t h e  

N o r t h e r n  Mar iana I s 1  ands, as proposed by t h e  

1985 C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convent ion? 

YES NO ;" and 

( 4 )  I n  t h e  even t  t h e  proposed amendment has 

been made a l e g i s l a t i v e  i n i t i a t i v e  i n  accordance 

w i t h  Subsec t ion  ( b )  above, t h e  q u e s t i o n  o u t 1  i n e d  

i n  numbered paragraph ( 3 )  above s h a l l  a1 so c o n t a i n  

t h e  words "and t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e "  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  word 

"Convent ion" .  

S e c t i o n  20. E f f e c t i v e  Date. T h i s  Ac t  s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  upon i t s  

approva l  by  t h e  Governor, o r  upon i t s  beco~nirrg l a w  w i t h o u t  such approva l .  

Pedro P. TGnorio / 
Governor / 
Commonwealth o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar iana I s l a n d s  
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