
Diocese of Chalan Kanoa 
Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas 

P.O. Box 745 
Saipan, CM 96950 

nr. Herman T. Guerrero 
916 Bernard Street  
Alexandria, VA 22314 

Dear Hr. Guerrero, 

Congratulations on your recent e lec t ion  t o  serve as a delegate 
f o r  the Const i tut ional  Convention. I am happy f o r  you and wish you 
the best as you serve i n  t h i s  important ro le .  

A concern I would l i k e  t o  br ing t o  your a t ten t ion  i s  the issue 
o f  abortion. As you know, i t  has always been the pos i t ion  o f  the 
Church that  abort ion i s  wrong. It i s  the w i l l f u l  taking o f  human l i f e .  
Under c i v i l  law, when the ob ject  o f  such behavior i s  an adult,  the be- 
havior i s  considered a serious felony. When the object  o f  the same act  
i s  an in fan t  wai t ing t o  be born, i t  i s  considered on ly  a medical pro- 
cedure. The resu l t  i s  the same, the murder o f  a human being. 

We may th ink  t h i s  i s  some d is tan t  problem but i t  i s  not. Abor- 
t i ons  are being performed i n  the Commonwealth. The cons t i tu t ion  may 
be an appropriate place t o  address t h i s  concern. I am not a lawyer 
and therefore w i l l  not o f f e r  spec i f i c  wordings. However, an amend- 
ment that  extends the r i g h t  t o  l i f e  t o  the unborn may be e f fec t i ve .  
Given the t rend o f  U.S. Courts i n  the past decade, an amendment t o  
the e f f e c t  that  the cons t i tu t ion  does not provide a r i g h t  t o  abort ion, 
s im i la r  t o  the Hatch amendment that  was recent ly  before the U.S. Cong- 
ress may also be o f  value. However i t  i s  done, we must do something t o  
prevent an increase i n  the use o f  abort ion i n  the CNHI. I ask you as a 
delegate t o  consider how t h i s  can best be done through the medium o f  
the convention and t o  act  as i s  appropriate. This i s  a l i f e  and death 
issue, o f  highest p r i o r i t y .  Please address i t  i n  the convention. 

Two other concerns that  everyone speaks o f  are economic deve- 
lopment and social  development. One miracle cure f o r  our economic 
i l l s  that  i s  brought up regu la r l y  i s  casino gambling. As I have stated 
many times, casino gambling would b r ing  only problems t o  the Comnon- 
wealth. I n  i t s e l f ,  gambling i s  not imnoral. I f  cer ta in  condit ions are 
met, gambling i s  a moral ly neut ra l  a c t i v i t y .  Casino gambling however, 
i s  i n teg ra l l y  re la ted t o  a range o f  other a c t i v i t i e s  that  are not neu- 
t r a l ,  such as p r o s t i t u t i o n  and organized crime. I f  Atbantic C i t y  i s  
t o  be used as an example, casino gambling has had l i t t l e  pos i t i ve  eco- 
nomic impact on that  community. Honey stays i n  the hotels and leaves 
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t o  corporate headquarters elsewhere, r a re l y  f ind ing  i t s  way i n t o  
the cash reg is te rs  o f  loca l  businessmen. It i s  the loca l  business- 
men who must pay the bulk o f  the taxes t o  support the po l i ce  
however, w i t h  l i t t l e  help from the gambling industry. While leaving 
the issue o f  less pernicious forms o f  gambling open f o r  fu r ther  d is -  
cussion, i t  may be appropriate t o  consider an amendment p roh ib i t i ng  
the in t roduct ion o f  casino gambling i n  the Commonwealth. 

It i s  not my place t o  g ive  you a laundry l i s t  o f  amendments I 
would l i k e  t o  see i n  the const i tu t ion.  However, i t  i s  my duty t o  
remind you o f  the moral teachings o f  the Church and t o  urge you t o  
work toward bu i ld ing  a t r u l y  Chr is t ian comnunity i n  the Comnon- 
wealth. From t h i s  perspective I have o f fe red  my statements on abor- 
t i o n  and gambling. Beyond th is ,  I ask you t o  take a close look a t  
a l l  o f  the issues discussed i n  the convention and brought t o  you 
by your f r iends and neighbors. Judge the mora l i ty  o f  these issues. 
Meditate on how these issues w i l l  b r ing  us closer o r  fu r ther  away 
from the rea l i za t i on  o f  Chr is t ' s  Kingdom i n  the Marianas. Then act  
i n  the best in te res ts  o f  the people o f  these islands. 

You and the other delegates w i l l  be i n  my prayers. 

Your servant i n  Christ,  

+Tomas A. Camacho 
Bishop o f  Chalan Kanoa 


