
RULES OF PROCEDURE 

FOR THE 

NORTHERN MARIANAS CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 

ADOPTED, 1985 

1. Pre-Convention Committee Chairman to Convene 

Convention. The Pre-Convention Chairman shall convene the 

Northern Marianas Constitutional Convention in Saipan, Northern 

Mariana Islands, on June 18, 1985, at 9:00 a.m. The Convention 

shall adjourn no later than July 17, 1985. 

2.' Pre-Convention Committee Chairman as Actinn 

President. The Pre-Convention Committee Chairman shall act as 

president of the Convention until the Convention shall elect a 

president from among its membership. 

3. Delegatesf Oath of Office. The Governor shall 

administer the following oath or affirmation to the delegates an 

masse : 

"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute 

the office of delegate to the Northern Marianas Constitutional 

Convention and will, to the best of my ability, support the 

Constitution of the United States and the Covenant To Establish a 

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands in Political IJnion 

with the United States of America (so help me Cod). I I 

4. Quorom of the Convention. A qrroruln ol' I . ~ I ! :  
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(r* Convent ion  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of twerrtp-eFfpkt (-1 d e l e g a t e s ,  p r o v i d e d ,  

however,  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  one ( 1 )  d e l e g a t e  from e a c h  s e n a t o r i a l  

d i s t r i c t  must be p r e s e n t .  

5 .  M a j o r i t y  Necessary  t o  A c t .  No c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  . 
p r o v i s i o n  s h a l l  b e  adopted  by t h e  Convention e x c e p t  by t h e  

a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e s  of n o t  less t h a n  t h r e e - f o u i t h s  ( 3 / 4 )  of t h e  

d e l e g a t e s  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  Convention,  w i t h  d e l e g a t e s  vo t ing  o n l y  i n  

pe r son .  A m a j o r i t y  of d e l e g a t e s  p r e s e n t ,  a quorum being p r e s e n t ,  

s h a l l  b e  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h e  t a k i n g  of any o t h e r  a c t i o n  excep t  when 

t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  of a  g r e a t e r  number s h a l l  be r e q u i r e d  by 

t h e s e  Rules .  

6. O r g a n i z a t i o n  of Convention - - F i r s t  Order  of . 

B u s i n e s s .  The f i r s t  o r d e r  of b u s i n e s s  a t  t h e  f i r s t  s e s s i o n  of 

t h e  Convent ion ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  c a l l  t o  o r d e r  by t h e  Pre-Convention 

Committee Chairman and t h e  i n v o c a t i o n ,  s h a l l  be  t h e  r o l l  c a l l  of 

d e l e g a t e s  and t h e  e l e c t i o n  of t h e  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Convention. 

7. Admission t o  F l o o r  - - Defined.  No p e r s o n ,  o t h e r  

t h a n  a  d e l e g a t e ,  o f f i c e r ,  employee o r  c o n s u l t a n t  of t h e  

Convent ion ,  a c c r e d i t e d  news c o r r e s p o n d e n t  o r  p e r s o n  i n v i t e d  by t h e  
4, i p r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  be  admi,ted on t h e  f l o o r  of t h e  Convention 

immedia te ly  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  time set f o r  any c a l l  t o  o r d e r  and 

immedia te ly  f o l l o w i n g  adjournment .  Only d e l e g a t e s ,  o f f i c e r s ,  

employees ,  c o n s u l t a n t s  and such o t h e r  p e r s o n s  a s  may be a u t h o r i z e d  

by t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o r  t h e  Convention s h a l l  b e  a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  f l o o r  

of t h e  Convention d u r i n g  t h e  s e s s i o n .  The p h r a s e  ' I f loor  of t h e  

Convention" means t h e  room o r  chamber where t h e  Convention s i t s  i n  
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t, 

6 s e s s i o n ,  e x c l u d i n g  t h e  s p a c e  d e s i g n a t e d  f o r  v i s i t o r s  and f o r  t h e  

p r e s s .  

8. O f f i c e r s .  The Convent ion  s h a l l  e l e c t  a  p r e s i d e n t  * 

f rom among i t s  membership by r o l l  c a l l  v o t e .  The Convent ion  s h a l l  

a l s o  e lec t  from among i t s  membership by r o l l  c a l l  v o t e  t h r e e  ( 3 )  

v i c e - p r e s i d e n t s ,  one  from e a c h  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t ,  and a  f l o o r  

l e a d e r .  

9. D u t i e s  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  The p r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  
I 

p e r f o r m  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d u t i e s :  

( a )  The p r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  have t h e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  s c h e d u l i n g  s e s s i o n s  of t h e  

Convent ion .  He s h a l l  c a l l  t h e  Convent ion  t o  

o r d e r  and ,  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  of a  quorum, 

s h a l l  p roceed  t o  b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e  manner 

p r e s c r i b e d  by t h e s e  R u l e s ;  

( b )  H e  s h a l l  p r e s e r v e  o r d e r  and decorum 

and,  i n  d e b a t e ,  s h a l l  c o n f i n e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  

q u e s t i o n s  unde r  d i s c u s s i o n .  When two ( 2 )  o r  

more d e l e g a t e s  a r i s e  a t  t h e  same time, he s h a l l  

name t h e  d e l e g a t e  e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  f l o o r ;  

( c )  H e  s h a l l  d e c i d e  a l l  q u e s t i o n s  of  

order, s u b j e c t  t o  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  Convent ion .  On 

e v e r y  a p p e a l  he s h a l l  have  t h e  r i g h t ,  i n  h i s  

p l a c e ,  t o  a s s i g n  h i s  r e a s o n  f o r  h i s  d e c i s i o n .  

I n  c a s e  o f  s u c h  a p p e a l  no d e l e g a t e  s h a l l  speak  
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more t h a n  once ;  

( d )  He may s u b s t i t u t e  any d e l e g a t e  t o  

pe r fo rm t h e  d u t i e s  of t h e  c h a i r ,  b u t  f o r  no 

l o n g e r  p e r i o d  t h a n  two ( 2 )  c o n s e c u t i v e  

Convent ion  d a y s ,  e x c e p t  by s p e c i a l  c o n s e n t  of 

t h e  Conven t ion ;  

( e )  When t h e  Convent ion  s h a l l  be  r e a d y  . t o  

go i n t o  Committee of t h e  Whole, he s h a l l  name a  

cha i rman  t o  p r e s i d e  t h e r e i n .  The p r e s i d e n t  may 

d e s i g n a t e  h imse l f  t o  s e r v e  a s  cha i rman  of  t h e  

Committee of t h e  Whole; 

( f )  When n e c e s s a r y  o r  r e q u i r e d ,  he s h a l l  

c e r t i f y  a l l  o f f i c i a l  a c t s  of t h e  Convent ion  

w i t h  t h e  d a t e  t h e r e o f ;  

( g )  He s h a l l  d e c l a r e  t h e  v o t e  and 

announce t h e  r e s u l t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  f a c t  on 

a l l  q u e s t i o n s  and d i v i s i o n s ;  

( h )  He s h a l l  n o t  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  v o t e  

e x e c p t  i n  c a s e  of a  t i e ;  

( i )  He s h a l l  serve as  a  member ax 

o f f i c i o  w i t h o u t  a  v o t e  of t h e  t h r e e  

s u b s t a n t i v e  c o n l n ~ i t t e e s  c r e a t e d  by Ru le  2 4 ;  



( j )  He s h a l l ,  i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  

v i c e - p r e s i d e n t s ,  e x e r c i s e  g e n e r a l  s u p e r v i s o r y  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o v e r  t h e  work of c o n s u l t a n t s  and 

employees ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s e c r e t a r y ,  a s s i s t a n t  

s e c r e t a r y ,  j o u r n a l  c l e r k s ,  s e r g e a n t s - a t - a r m s ,  

and such  o t h e r  employees  a s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  

t h e  Convent i o n ,  none of whom e x c e p t  t h e  

s e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  b e  a  d e l e g a t e  t o  t h e  

Convent ion .  The p r e s i d e n t  s h a l l ,  i n  

c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t s ,  have  t h e  

a u t h o r i t y  t o  r e q u e s t  t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  

Governor ,  t h e  S p e a k e r  and t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  

Commonwealth L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  d i s c h a r g e  any 

employee whose pe r fo rmance  i s  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  

and t o  s e c u r e  a  s u i t a b l e  r e p l a c e m e n t ;  and 

( k )  H e  s h a l l  s e r v e  a s  t h e  Chairman of t h e  

Committee on  Organi  z a t  i o n  and P r o c e d u r e s ,  which 

commi t t ee  i s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  Ru le  23. 

10 .  D u t i e s  of  t h e  Vice P r e s i d e n t s .  The v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  

e l e c t e d  from Rota  s h a l l  b e  f i r s t  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ;  t h e  

v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  e l e c t e d  from T i n i a n  s h a l l  b e  second 

v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ;  and t h e  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  e l e c t e d  from S a i p a n  s h a l l  

b e  t h i r d  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t .  The f i r s t  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  have  

p r e c e d e n c e  o v e r  t h e  second v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  and t h e  second 

v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  have  p r e c e d e n c e  o v e r  t h e  t h i r d  

v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  of d e t e r m i n i n g  who s h a l l  p r e s i d e  

i n  t h e  t empora ry  a b s e n s e  of t h e  p r e s i d e n t  and f o r  o t h e r  p u r p o s a s .  



I n  t h e  temporary absence  of t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  o r  i n  t h e  e v e n t  

of h i s  temporary i n a b i l i t y  t o  p r e s i d e ,  h i s  d u t i e s  s h a l l  devolve  

upon t h e  f i r s t  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  o r  i f  he a l s o  be  a b s e n t  upon t h e  

second v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  o r  i f  he t o o  be a b s e n t  upon t h e  t h i r d  

v i c e - p r e s i d e n t .  For t h e  purpose  of t h i s  Rule ,  t h e  terms 

Ittemporary absence" and t t temporary  i n a b i l i t y "  s h a l l  mean an 

absence  o r  i n a b i l i t y  n o t  t o  exceed t e n  (10)  c o n s e c u t i v e  

Convention s e s s i o n s .  "Convention s e s s i o n t t  s h a l l  mean any day on 

which t h e  Convention meets.  The v i c e - p r e s i d e n t s  s h a l l  a l s o  s e r v e  

a s  members of t h e  Committee on  O r g a n i z a t i o n  and Procedures  

d e s c r i b e d  i n  Rule 23. 

11. Vacany i n  t h e  O f f i c e  of P r e s i d e n t .  I n  t h e  e v e n t  of 

a  vacancy i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of p r e s i d e n t  by d e a t h ,  r e s i g n a t i o n ,  t h e  

absence  of t h e  p r e s i d e n t  from h i s  d u t i e s  f o r  more t h a n  t e n  (10)  

c o n s e c u t i v e  Convent i o n  s e s s i o n s ,  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  of t h e  p r e s i d e n t  

t o  d i s c h a r g e  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  more t h a n  t e n  ( 1 0 )  

c o n s e c u t i v e  Convention s e s s i o n s ,  o r  o t h e r w i s e ,  t h e  Convention 

s h a l l ,  by m a j o r i t y  v o t e  of t h e  e l e c t e d  d e l e g a t e s ,  e l e c t  a  

p r e s i d e n t  t o  f i l l  such vacancy. Such e l e c t i o n  w i l l  c o n s t i t u t e  

t h e  d e l e g a t e ' s  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t h a t  a  vacancy e x i s t s  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  

of p r e s i d e n t .  

1 2 .  Vacancy i n  t h e  O f f i c e  of V i c e - P r e s i d e n t ;  Temporary 

Absence o r  I n a b i l i t y  of Vice P r e s i d e n t .  I n  t h e  e v e n t  of a  

vacancy i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of any v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  by d e a t h ,  r e s i g n a t i o n  

o r  o t h e r w i s e ,  t h e  Convention s h a l l ,  by m a j o r i t y  v o t e  of t h e  

e l e c t e d  d e l e g a t e s ,  e l e c t  a  new v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  from t h e  same 

s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  a s  t h a t  of h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r  i n  o f f i c e .  



I n  t h e  temporary  a b s e n c e  of  any v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o r  i n  t h e  

e v e n t  of t h e  temporary  i n a b i l i t y  on t h e  p a r t  of  any 

v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  t o  d i s c h a r g e  t h e  d u t i e s  of h i s  o f f i c e ,  he s h a l l  

have  t h e  power t o  d e s i g n a t e  and a p p o i n t  some o t h e r  d e l e g a t e  of 

t h e  same s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  t o  d i s c h a r g e  t h e  d u t i e s  of h i s  

o f f i c e  d u r i n g  h i s  temporary  absence  o r  temporary  i n a b i l i t y .  

13. D u t i e s  of  t h e  F l o o r  Leader .  The f l o o r  l e a d e r  s h a l l  

a s s i s t  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  and s h a l l  per form t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d u t i e s :  

( a )  He s h a l l  p ropose  r o u t i n e  mot ions  f o r  

t h e  o r d e r l y  and speedy conduc t  of b u s i n e s s ;  

( b )  He s h a l l  a c t  a s  f l o o r  manager i n  a i d  

of t h e  a d o p t i o n  of p r o p o s a l s  o r  r e s o l u t i o n s  

where a n o t h e r  d e l e g a t e  does  n o t  assume t h i s  

t a s k ;  and 

( c )  He s h a l l  per form such o t h e r  d u t i e s  a s  

t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o r  t h e  Convention s h a l l  d e s i g n a t e .  

14. +Dut ies  of  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e r .  Pursuan t  t o  t h e  

d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e r  s h a l l  perform 

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d u t i e s :  

( a )  He s h a l l  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  employees of 

t h e  Convent i o n ;  

( b )  He s h a l l  keep and c a u s e  t o  be  k e p t  a  

d a i l y  j o u r n a l  of t h e  Convention p r o c e e d i n g s ,  

summarizing t h e  m a t t e r s  c o n s i d e r e d  and t h e  

a c t i o n s  t a k e n  by t h e  
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Convent ion ,  and s h a l l  p r o v i d e  a copy of  t h e  

j o u r n a l  f o r  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  day  on which  t h e  

Convent ion  met t o  e a c h  d e l e g a t e  b e f o r e  t h e  

s t a r t  o f  e a c h  s e s s i o n ;  

( c )  He s h a l l  d i s t r i b u t e  and c a u s e  t o  be  

d i s t r i b u t e d  t h e  agenda of  t h e  b u s i n e s s  of  t h e  

Convent ion  f o r  e a c h  d a y  t h a t  t h e  Convent ion  

meets  t o  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  o r  o t h e r s  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e ;  

( d )  He s h a l l  p r e p a r e  f o r  d u p l i c a t i o n  a l l  

p r o p o s a l s  and o t h e r  documents t h a t  a r e  r e q u i r e d  

t o  b e  d u p l i c a t e d  under  t h e s e  R u l e s ;  

( e )  He s h a l l  g i v e  a number t o  e v e r y  

d e l e g a t e  p r o p o s a l  f o r  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  when 

i n t r o d u c e d ,  and t h e  numbers s h a l l  b e  i n  

n u m e r i c a l  o r d e r .  When a commit tee  

recommendation i s  r e p o r t e d ,  he  s h a l l  g i v e  i t  a 

number, i n  s e p a r a t e  ser ies  f o r  e a c h  commi t t ee ,  

which s h a l l  be  knows a s  t h e  commit tee  

recommendation number. H e  s h a l l  keep  t h e  

s e v e r a l  p r o p o s a l s  and recommendat ions on f i l e  

i n  o r d e r  by t h e i r  numbers,  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  

o r d e r e d  by t h e  Convent i on .  "De lega te  p r o p o s a l l l  

and u c o m n i t t e e  recommendat i on t1  s h a l l  have  t h e  

same meaning f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  of  t h i s  Ru le  a s  

t h e y  have  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  of  Ru le  5 4 ;  



( f )  He s h a l l  p e r s e r v e  a l l  p r o p o s a l s ,  

r e p o r t s  of commi t t ees  and a l l  o t h e r  r e c o r d s ,  

books ,  documents  and p a p e r s  of  t h e  Convent i o n  

and a f t e r  t h e  ad jou rnmen t  of  t h e  Convent ion  

s h a l l  make s u c h  d i s p o s a l  of  them a s  t h e  

Convent i o n  s h a l l  d i r e c t  ; 

( g )  H e  s h a l l  a r r a n g e  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d i n g  of 

t h e  Convent i o n  p r o c e e d i n g s  and t h e  

t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of such  r e c o r d i n g  ; 

( h )  He and h i s  d i s i g n e e  s h a l l  c a l l  t h e  

r o l l  a t  t h e  opening  of  e a c h  s e s s i o n  of  t h e  

Convent i o n ,  and t h e  p r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  announce 

whe the r  o r  n o t  a  quorum i s  p r e s e n t ;  and 

( i )  He s h a l l  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  u s e  of a l l  

Convent i o n  rooms and equipment  and pe r fo rm such  

o t h e r  d u t i e s  a s  a r e  a s s i g n e d  t o  him. 

15.  D u t i e s  of o t h e r  Employees. The f o l l o w i n g  employees 

o f  t h e  Convent ion  s h a l l  have  t h e  d u t i e s  s p e c i f i e d  below: 

( a )  Assistant/Administrative O f f i c e r  : 

The a s s i s t a n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e r  s h a l l  a i d  

t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e r  i n  p e r f o r m i n g  t h e  

d u t i e s  l i s t e d  i n  R u l e  1 4  and s h a l l  s e r v e  s u b j e c t  

t o  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e ;  

( b )  Sergean t s -a t -Arms :  As t h e  c h i e f  



p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  of  t h e  Convent ion ,  t h e  

s e r g e a n t s - a t - a r m s  s h a l l  a s s i s t  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  i n  

m a i n t a i n i n g  o r d e r  i n  t h e  Convent ion  and s h a l l  

p e r f o r m  such  o t h e r  d u t i e s  a s  a r e  a s s i g n e d  t o  them 

by  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o r  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e r ;  and 

( c )  J o u r n a l  C l e r k s :  The j o u r n a l  c l e r k s  

s h a l l ,  under  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  of  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

o f f i c e r ,  p r e p a r e  t h e  d a i l y  j o u r n a l  t h a t  i s  

r e q u i r e d  by Ru le  14.  

16.  Conduct of  Debate .  When any d e l e g a t e  i s  abou t  t o  

speak  i n  d e b a t e  o r  t o  p r e s e n t  any m a t t e r  t o  t h e  Convent ion ,  he 

s h a l l  r i se  from h i s  s e a t  and a d d r e s s  h i m s e l f  t o  "Mr. P r e s i d e n t " ;  

he  s h a l l  n o t  s p e a k  u n t i l  r e c o g n i z e d ,  and when r e c o g n i z e d  he s h a l l  

c o n f i n e  h i m s e l f  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  under  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and a v o i d  

p e r s o n a l i t i e s .  

17.  D e l e g a t e s  C a l l e d  t o  Order .  The p r e s i d e n t  o r  any 

d e l e g a t e  may c h a l l e n g e  any o t h e r  d e l e g a t e  who, on s p e a k i n g ,  

v i o l a t e s  t h e  R u l e s  o f  t h e  Convent ion .  Upon such  c h a l l e n g e ,  t h e  

p r e s i d e n t  may o r d e r  t h e  s p e a k e r  t o  s i t  down. The p r e s i d e n t ' s  

o r d e r  t o  s i t  down, o r  t h e  f a i l u r e  of  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  t o  o r d e r  t h e  

s p e a k e r  t o  s i t  down, may be a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e  Convent ion.  

18. Times D e l e g a t e s  May Speak.  Except  a s  o t h e r w i s e  

p r o v i d e d  i n  t h e s e  R u l e s ,  no d e l e g a t e  may speak  more t h a n  once  on 

t h e  same q u e s t i o n  w i t h o u t  l e a v e  of  a  m a j o r i t y  of  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  

and v o t i n g ,  u n l e s s  he  b e  t h e  mover of t h e  m a t t e r  pending  o r  
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Q chairman of  t h e  committee t h a t  r e p o r t e d  i t ,  i n  which c a s e  he 

s h a l l  be  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  speak twice .  Notwi ths tanding t h i s  

p r o v i s i o n ,  however, each  d e l e g a t e  who speaks  t o  an  i s s u e  s h a l l  

have t h r e e  ( 3 )  minutes  t o  r e b u t  r e s p o n s e s  t o  h i s  s t a t e m e n t .  

19. Genera l  Limi t  on Debate.  Except upon t h e  

a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  of a  m a j o r i t y  of  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  p r e s e n t  and 

v o t i n g ,  no d e l e g a t e  may speak l o n g e r  t h a n  f i f t e e n  ( 1 5 )  minutes 

wi thou t  be ing  r e q u i r e d  by t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  t o  y i e l d  t h e  

f l o o r ,  p r o v i d e d ,  however, t h a t  any d e l e g a t e  s h a l l  be p r i v i l e g e d  

t o  y i e l d  h i s .  t u r n  t o  a n o t h e r  d e l e g a t e ,  whose remarks s h a l l  be 

l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  t ime y i e l d e d .  The r e s t r i c t i o n  imposed by t h i s  

Rule s h a l l  no t  be  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  chairmen and v ice-chai rmen of 

commit tees  when t h e y  a r e  p r e s e n t i n g  r e p o r t s  of  t h e i r  committees 

t o  t h e  Convention o r  t o  t h e  Committee of  t h e  Whole, and t h e  same 

exemption from t h e  requ i rement  o f  t h i s  Rule s h a l l  a l s o  be 

a p p l i c a b l e  i n  t h e  c a s e  of t h e  c h i e f  spokesman f o r  a  m a j o r i t y  

r e p o r t  of a  committee of  t h e  Convention. 

20. S e a t i n g .  D e l e g a t e s  s h a l l  be s e a t e d  i n  t h e  

Convention h a l l  by d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s i d e n t .  

21 .  C o n t e s t  o f  E l e c t i o n  o r  Appointment. No p r o t e s t  o r  

p e t i t i o n  c o n t e s t i n g  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o r  appointment  of  any d e l e g a t e  

s h a l l  be r e c e i v e d  o r  c o n s i d e r e d  by t h e  Convention. 

22 .  Vacancies.  A vacancy i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of any e l e c t e d  

d e l e g a t e  s h a l l  be f i l l e d  by t h e  c a n d i d a t e  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  n e x t  

h i g h e s t  number of v o t e s  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  of d e l e g a t e s  from t h e  
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D e l e c t o r a l  p r e c i n c t .  I f  t h e  n e x t  d e l e g a t e  i n  l i n e  r e f u s e s  o r  i s  

n o t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s e r v e ,  a n d ,  i f  t h e  r u n n e r - u p  l i s t  i s  e x h a u s t e d ,  

t h e  mayor o f  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  f rom which t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  d e l e g a t e  

was e l e c t e d  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a  p e r s o n  t o  f i l l  t h e  vacancy .  

2 3 .  Committee on  O r g a n i z a t i o n  and P r o c e d u r e s .  The 

Committee on O r g a n i z a t i o n  and P r o c e d u r e s  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  o f  t h e  

p r e s i d e n t  and t h r e e  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  Conven t ion  and t h e  

cha i rmen  o f  t h e  t h r e e  ( 3 )  s u b s t a n t i v e  c o m m i t t e e s  p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n  

Ru le  2 4 .  T h i s  commi t t ee  s h a l l  p r e p a r e  agenda f o r  t h e  Conven t ion ,  

a p p o i n t  members o f  c o m m i t t e e s ,  o v e r s e e  t h e  d r a f t i n g  of  

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n s ,  c o o r d i n a t e  t h e  work o f  t h e  s u b s t a n t i v e  

c o m m i t t e e s ,  and b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  b u s i n e s s  o f  t h e  

Convent ion .  

2 4 .  S u b s t a n t i v e  Commit tees .  Th ree  ( 3 )  s u b s t a n t i v e  

c o m m i t t e e s  s h a l l  be c r e a t e d  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s u b j e c t  a r e a  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s :  

Name of  Committee 

Governmental  I n s t i t u t i o n s  

P e r s o n a l  R i g h t s  and 

N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  

G e n e r a l  S u b j e c t  Area 

E x e c u t i v e  Branch ,  Legi s-  

l a t i v e  Branch ,  J u d i c i a l  

Branch ,  and Washington 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

B i l l  o f  R i g h t s ,  E l i g i b i l i t y  

Vote and Elect ion  P r o c e d u r -  

es ,  Land A l i e n a t  ion ,  Natura l  

R e s o u r c e s  



Finance, Local Government 

and Other Matters 

Taxation and Finance, Local 

Government, Constitutional 

Amendment, Education, 

Corporations, and Other 

Matters. 

25. Assignments of Committees. Delegate proposals 

shall be assigned by the president to the appropriate committee 

for considerat ion. Notwithstanding the above allocation of 

subject area responsibilities to committees, the Committee on 

Organization and Procedures may reassign matters among the three 

committees as seems appropriate to accomplish the work of the 

Convention efficiently. 

26. Discharge of Substantive Committees. If one-third 

(1/3) of the elected delegates shall so request, as issue under 

consideration by a substantive committee shall be taken from its 

jurisdiction and placed before the Convention. 

27. Membership of Committees. Each delegate shall be a 

member of one and only one (1) substantive committee. In naming 

delegates to committees, the Committee on Organization and 

Procedures shall strive to appoint committees whose geographic 

composition is proportional to that of the Convention as a 

whole. The substantive committees shall be of roughly 

equivalent size. 

28. Proxy Vote and Representation. A membar of a 

committee who will be absent from a meeting or meetings of the 
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committee may provide a written proxy to the chairman of the 

committee, who shall cast the absent member's vote as directed by 

the proxy. In the alternative and notwithstanding the provisions 

of Rule 27, a delegate who will be absent from a meeting or 

meetings of the committee to which he belongs may, by written 

proxy delivered to the committee chairman, authorize another 

delegate (whether or not a member of the committee) to speak and 

vote at such meeting or meetings on his behalf. 

29. Conmittee Officers. The chairman and vice-chairman 

of each substantive committee shall be appointed by the 

president. The vice-chairman shall act as chairman during a 

temporary absence or temporary inability of the chairman. 

"Temporary absencett and "temporary inability" shall have the same 

meaning for the purposes of this Rule as they have for the 

purposes of Rule 10. 

30. Meetings During Sessions of the Convention or the 

Conmittee of the Whole. No substantive committee shall meet 

during a session of the Convention or of the Committee of the 

Whole except with the permission of the president. 

31. Public Hearings. The following Rules shall be 

applicable to any public hearing conducted by a committee, 

including the Committee of the Whole. 

(a) A committee of the Convention may hold public 

hearings as and when it so determines; 
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( b )  The cha i rman  o f  t h e  commit tee  s h a l l  g i v e  p u b l i c  

n o t i c e  o f  e a c h  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  a s  f a r  i n  advance  a s  i s  

p r a c t i c a b l e ;  

( c )  S a i d  p u b l i c  n o t i c e  s h a l l  be  made by d e l i v e r i n g  a  

copy t h e r e o f  t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  and t h e  p r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  

d e l i v e r  o r  f o r w a r d  immedia t e ly  c o p i e s  t h e r e o f  t o  a l l  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of  t h e  l o c a l  news media;  

( d )  A copy of s a i d  p u b l i c  n o t i c e  s h a l l  b e  p o s t e d  

p r o m i n e n t l y  i n  t h e  Convent ion  chambers;  

( e )  S a i d  p u b l i c  n o t i c e  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  d a t e ,  time 

and p l a c e  of t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g ,  and a  c o n c i s e  d e s c r i p t i o n  

of  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  o r  p r o p o s a l  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d ;  

( f )  A l l  p e r s o n s  w i s h i n g  t o  t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  a  

commi t t ee  s h a l l  b e  a f f o r d e d  a  r e a s o n a b l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  do 

s o  ; 

( g )  E x p e r t  w i t n e s s e s  s h a l l  be  i n v i t e d  t o  t e s t i f y  

whenever t h e  commit tee  deems i t  n e c e s s a r y  o r  d e s i r a b l e ;  

( h i  W i t n e s s e s  s h a l l  b e  r e q u e s t e d ,  where a p p l i c a b l e ,  

t o  submit  w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t s  of  t h e i r  t e s t i m o n y ,  b u t  t h e  

l a c k  o f  such  w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t s  s h a l l  n o t  b e  used t o  deny 

any w i t n e s s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t e s t i f y ;  

( i )  W i t n e s s e s  s h a l l  l i m i t  t h e i r  o r a l  t e s t i m o n y  t o  

-1 5- 



f i f t e e n  ( 1 5 )  m i n u t e s ,  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  r e s t r i c t e d  o r  

e x t e n d e d  by t h e  commi t t ee ;  

( j )  For  t h e  p u r p o s e  of  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s ,  t h e  members 

o f  t h e  commit tee  a t t e n d i n g  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a  quorum. 

P r i o r  t o  conven ing  a  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  a u t h o r i z e d  under  t h e s e  

R u l e s ,  e a c h  commit tee  c o n d u c t i n g  s u c h  h e a r i n g  s h a l l  

d e s i g n a t e  a  member t o  s i t  a s  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r .  I f  

t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  i s  n o t  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  

t h e  members a t t e n d i n g  s h a l l  d e s i g n a t e  a  p r e s i d i n g  

o f f i c e r .  The p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  s h a l l  m a i n t a i n  o r d e r  and 

decorum, and r u l e  on a l l  p r o c e d u r a l  q u e s t i o n s  a r i s i n g  

d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  h e a r i n g .  R u l i n g s  o f  t h e  c h a i r  

may b e  o v e r - r u l e d  b y  a  m a j o r i t y  v o t e  o f  t h e  commit tee  

members p r e s e n t .  I n  t h e  e v e n t  a  r u l i n g  o f  t h e  c h a i r  i s  

a p p e a l e d ,  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  s h a l l  v o t e  o n l y  i n  t h e  

e v e n t  o f  a  t i e ;  and 

( k )  A l l  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  s h a l l  b e  r e c o r d e d  and 

t r a n s c r i b e d .  Cop ie s  o f  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  o f  e a c h  p u b l i c  

h e a r i n g ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  any e x h i b i t s  and o t h e r  r e l a t e d  

m a t e r i a l s  a s  t h e  commi t t ee  may d i r e c t ,  s h a l l  be made, and 

a  copy  t h e r e o f  s h a l l  b e  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  e a c h  d e l e g a t e  as  

soon  a s  p r a c t i c a b l e .  

32. Fo rma t ion  o f  t h e  Committee o f  t h e  Whole. The 

Convent ion  may upon mot ion  r e s o l v e  i t s e l f  i n t o  a  Committee o f  t he  

Whole f o r  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  d e l e g a t e  p r o p o s a l s  and commit tee  

recommendat ions  f o r  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and f o r  t h e  
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o t r a n s a c t i o n  of  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s .  

33. L i m i t a t i o n  o f  Debate i n  t h e  Committee of  t h e  
- 

Whole. Before  a  p roposa l  s h a l l  be cons ide r ed  by t h e  Committee - 
of  t h e  Whole, any d e l e g a t e  ( t h e  chairman of t h e  s u b s t a n t i v e  

committee i n  cha rge  of t h e  p roposa l  having p r i o r  r i g h t )  s h a l l  be 

p r i v i l e g e d  t o  move a  l i m i t a t i o n  upon t h e  time of deba t e  and 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  by t h e  Committee, and f o r  t h e  Convention may f i x  i n  

advance of c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a  time f o r  t h e  Committee t o  r i se  and 

r e p o r t .  

34. Cons ide r a t i on  of  Bus iness  by t h e  Committee of  t h e  

Whole. Upon a  d e l e g a t e  p roposa l  o r  committee recommendation 

be ing  submi t t ed  t o  t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole, t h e  same s h a l l  be 

r e ad  by t h e  s e c r e t a r y  o r  ano the r  person de s igna t ed  by t h e  

chairman of t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole and deba ted  a s  may be 

determined by t h e  Committee. A l l  amendments made t o  r e p o r t s ,  

r e s o l u t i o n s ,  and o t h e r  m a t t e r s  submi t t ed  t o  t h e  Committee of  t h e  

Whole s h a l l  be  no ted  and r e p o r t e d .  A f t e r  t h e  r e p o r t  by t h e  

Committee of t h e  Whole, t h e  p roposa l  may be debated  and amended 

on t h e  f l o o r  of  t h e  Convention. 

35. Rules  o f  t h e  Committee of  t h e  Whole. Except a s  

o the rw i se  p rov ided  by t h e s e  Rules ,  t h e  Rules of  t h e  Convention 

s h a l l  be observed i n  t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole so f a r  as  they 

a r e  a p p l i c a b l e .  I n  c a s e s  concerning which t h e  Rules c o n t a i n  no 

a p p l i c a b l e  p r o v i s i o n s ,  t h e  p roceed ings  s h a l l  be c o n t r o l l e d  by 

Robe r t ' s  Rules  of Order.  



b 
e 36. Quorum of  t h e  Committee o f  t h e  Whole. A m a j o r i t y  

of  t h e  t o t a l  number of  e l e c t e d  d e l e g a t e s  s h a l l  be  a  quorum f o r  

t h e  Committee of  t h e  Whole t o  do b u s i n e s s ;  and i f  t h e  Committee 

f i n d s  i t s e l f  w i t h o u t  a  quorum, t h e  chairman s h a l l  cause  t h e  r o l l  

o f  t h e  Convention t o  b e  c a l l e d ,  and the reupon  t h e  Committee s h a l l  

r i s e ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  resume t h e  c h a i r ,  and t h e  chairman s h a l l  

r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Convention t h e  c a u s e  of  t h e  r i s i n g  of  t h e  Committee. 

37. R i s i n g  of  t h e  Committee o f  t h e  Whole. A motion f o r  

t h e  r i s i n g  of  t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole s h a l l  a lways be i n  o r d e r  

u n l e s s  a  member o f  t h e  Committee i s  speaking o r  a  v o t e  i s  be ing 

t a k e n ,  and s h a l l  be dec ided  w i t h o u t  deba te .  

38. Order of Business .  The o r d e r  of b u s i n e s s  of t h e  

Convention s h a l l  b e  a s  f o l l o w s :  

C a l l  t o  o r d e r  and p r e l i m i n a r y  m a t t e r s ;  

S i l e n t  p r a y e r ;  

R o l l  c a l l ;  

Repor t s  of commit tees ;  

I n t r o d u c t i o n  and f i r s t  r e a d i n g  and r e f e r e n c e  of 

p r o p o s a l s ;  

Second and f i n a l  r e a d i n g  of p r o p o s a l s ;  

Motions and r e s o l u t i o n s ;  

Unf in ished b u s i n e s s ;  

S p e c i a l  o r d e r s  of  the day;  and 

Genera l  o r d e r s  o f  t h e  day. 



39. Recording i n  Jou rna l .  No memorial, remonst rance  o r  

p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  be  r e ad  o r  r ecorded  i n  f u l l  i n  t h e  j ou rna l  u n l e s s  

o rdered  r e a d  o r  r ecorded  by t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  vo t e  of a  ma jo r i t y  of 

t h o s e  p r e s e n t  and vo t ing .  

40. S t a r t i n g  Motions. When a  motion i s  made, i t  s h a l l  

b e  s t a t e d  t o  t h e  Convention by t h e  p r e s i d e n t ;  o r ,  i f  i n  w r i t i n g ,  

i t  s h a l l  be  handed t o  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e r  o r  h i s  des ignee  

and r ead  a loud t o  t h e  Convention b e f o r e  being debated.  

A llMotionll w i t h i n  t h i s  r u l e  i n c l u d e s  on ly  t h e  p r i v i l e g e d  

motions l i s t e d  i n  Rule 42 o r  a  motion of merely p r ecedu ra l  

c h a r a c t e r ,  such a s  t o  t a k e  from t h e  t a b l e  o r  t o  send a  

s e rgean t - a t - a rms  f o r  absen tees .  A l l  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  ( excep t  

d e l e g a t e  p r o p o s a l s  and committee recommendations) s h a l l  be 

p r e sen t ed  a s  r e s o l u t i o n s .  

Every r e s o l u t i o n ,  o t h e r  t h a n  a  p r o p o s a l ,  s h a l l  be 

submi t t ed ,  r e ad  by t i t l e ,  and r e f e r r e d  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e .  I f  t h e  

Rules  a r e  suspended t o  pe rmi t  immediate c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of a  

r e s o l u t i o n ,  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be  read  i n  f u l l  t o  t h e  

Convention b e f o r e  i t  i s  cons ide r ed .  

41. Withdrawal of Motions. A f t e r  a  motion has  been 

s t a t e d  by t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o r  r e a d  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e r  o r  

h i s  des ignee ,  i t  s h a l l  be deemed t o  be i n  t h e  pos sa s s ion  of the 

Convention, b u t  i t  may be withdrawn by t h e  maker a t  any time 

b e f o r e  being amended o r  put  t o  a  vo te .  



42. P r i v i l e g e d  Mot ions .  When a  q u e s t i o n  i s  under  

d e b a t e ,  no motion s h a l l  b e  r e c e i v e d  b u t :  

To amend t h e  agenda ;  

To f i x  t h e  time t o  which t o  a d j o u r n ;  

To a d j o u r n ;  

To t a k e  a  recess; 

To r e c o n s i d e r ;  

To c a l l  f o r  t h e  o r d e r s  o f  t h e  d a y ;  

To l a y  on t h e  t a b l e ;  

For a  c a l l  of  t h e  Conven t ion ;  

To l i m i t  d e b a t e ;  

To move t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n  

To pos tpone  t o  a  day  c e r t a i n ;  

To pos tpone  i n d e f i n i t e l y ; )  D e b a t a b l e  

To commit; and ) amendable  

To amend. 

1 

) N e i t h e r  

1 amendable 

) n o r  

) d e b a t a b l e  

1 

1 

1 

) N e i t h e r  

1 amendable 

) n o r  d e b a t a b l e  

b u t  n o t  

The mot ions  l i s t e d  i n  t h i s  Rule  s h a l l  t a k e  p recedence  i n  

o r d e r  i n  which t h e y  s t a n d  a r r a n g e d ,  w i t h  ( a )  t a k i n g  p recedence  

ove r  ( b ) ,  ( b )  o v e r  ( c ) ,  and s o  f o r t h .  A l l  o f  them s h a l l  be  

d e c i d e d  by t h e  v o t e  o f  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  and v o t i n g ,  

e x c e p t  t h a t  any motion t o  pos tpone  i n d e f i n i t e l y  s h a l l  be  d e c i d e d  

by t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  a m a j o r i t y  o f  a l l  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  

Convent ion .  When a  r e c e s s  i s  t a k e n  w h i l e  a  q u e s t i o n  i s  pend ing ,  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  s u c h  q u e s t i o n  s h a l l  b e  resumed when t h e  

Convent ion  r e a s s e m b l e s ,  u n l e s s  i t  d e t e r m i n e s  o t h e r w i s e .  No 

motion t o  pos tpone  t o  a  day c e r t a i n ,  o r  t o  commit,  hav ing  been 

d e c i d e d  by t h e  Conven t ion ,  s h a l l  a g a i n  be  i n  o r d e r  on t h e  same 
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d a y  o r  a t  t h e  same s t a g e  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  Whenever a  p r o p o s a l  i s  

b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  and a  motion i s  t h e n  made, e i t h e r  t o  pos tpone  

i n d e f i n i t e l y  o r  t o  commit, amendments t o  t h e  pending  p r o p o s a l  

s h a l l  f i r s t  be  i n  o r d e r  b e f o r e  any v o t e  i s  t a k e n  on any such  

motion.  

43. Motion t o  Adjourn.  A motion t o  a d j o u r n  s h a l l  

a lways  be  i n  o r d e r  e x c e p t  when a  motion t o  f i x  t h e  t ime t o  which 

t o  a d j o u r n  o r  a  motion t o  amend t h e  agenda i s  pending .  

44. Motion t o  Take from t h e  Table .  A f t e r  one ( 1 )  d a y ' s  

n o t i c e ,  d a y s  upon which t h e  Convent ion  d o e s  n o t  s i t  n o t  be ing  

c o u n t e d ,  any m a t t e r  l a i d  on t h e  t a b l e  may be  t a k e n  t h e r e f r o m  on 

mot ion ,  p rov ided  t h a t  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  t h e  c l a s s  o f  t h e  m a t t e r  t o  

be  t a k e n  from t h e  t a b l e  would t h e n  b e  i n  o r d e r .  

45. Order  o f  P u t t i n g  Q u e s t i o n s .  A l l  q u e s t i o n s  s h a l l  b e  

p u t  i n  t h e  o r d e r  i n  which t h e y  a r e  moved, e x c e p t  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  

p r i v i l e g e d  mot ions .  

46. Amendment Must b e  Germane. No motion o r  

p r o p o s i t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  a  s u b j e c t  d i f f e r e n t  from t h a t  under  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  a d m i t t e d  under  c o l o r  o f  an amendment o r  

s u b s t i t u t e .  

47. ,Amendaents To Be D i s t r i b u t e d .  No amendment t o  any 

commit tee  recommendat ion s h a l l  be  c o n s i d e r e d  u n l e s s  i t  i s  

s u b m i t t e d  i n  w r i t i n g  and a  copy t h e r e o f  d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  f l o o r  

d e s k  o f  e a c h  d e l e g a t e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t ime t h e  amendment i s  o f f e r e d .  
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48. D i v i s i o n  o f  Ques t ion .  Any d e l e g a t e  may c a l l  f o r  a  

d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  which s h a l l  be d i v i d e d  i f  i t  i n c l u d e s  

p r o p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  s o  d i s t i n c t  i n  s u b s t a n c e  t h a t  when one i s  

removed o r  d e f e r r e d ,  a  s u b s t a n t i v e  p r o p o s i t i o n  r ema ins  f o r  t h e  

d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  Convent ion .  A motion t o  s t r i k e  o u t  and i n s e r t  

s h a l l  n o t  b e  s u b j e c t  t o  d i v i s i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  meaning of  t h e  Rule.  

Whenever a q u e s t i o n  h a s  been  d i v i d e d ,  no f i n a l  v o t e  s h a l l  

b e  t a k e n  on any d i v i s i o n  u n t i l  a l l  o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n s  t h e r e o f  have 

been  c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  amendment, a f t e r  which f u r t h e r  amendments t o  

any d i v i s i o n  s h a l l  b e  i n  o r d e r ,  and t h e r e a f t e r  e a c h  d i v i s i o n  w i l l  

b e  p u t  t o  f i n a l  v o t e .  

49. C a l l i n g  f o r  P r e v i o u s  Ques t ion .  The method o f  

o e d e r i n g  t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n  s h a l l  b e  a s  f o l l o w s :  Any d e l e g a t e  

may move t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n  and ,  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  s t a t e d ,  t h e  

motion s h a l l  a p p l y  t o  t h e  pending  q u e s t i o n  o n l y .  The p r e s i d i n g  

o f f i c e r  s h a l l  p u t  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  " S h a l l  t h e  main q u e s t i o n  now be  

put?"  T h i s  s h a l l  b e  o r d e r e d  o n l y  by  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  

p r e s e n t  and v o t i n g .  A f t e r  t h e  s e c o n d i n g  of  a  motion f o r  t h e  

p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n  and p r i o r  t o  t h e  o r d e r i n g  o f  t h e  same, a  C a l l  

o f  t h e  Convent ion  may b e  moved and o r d e r e d ,  b u t  a f t e r  o r d e r i n g  

t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n  n o t h i n g  s h a l l  be  i n  o r d e r  p r i o r  t o  t h e  

d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  pending  q u e s t i o n  o r  q u e s t i o n s ,  e x c e p t  demands f o r  

t h e  a y e s  and n a y s ,  p o i n t s  o f  o r d e r ,  a p p e a l s  from t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  

t h e  c h a i r ,  and a motion t o  a d j o u r n  o r  t o  t a k e  a recess, a l l  of 

which s h a l l  b e  d e c i d e d  w i t h o u t  d e b a t e .  The e f f e c t  o f  o r d e r i n #  

t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n  s h a l l  be  p u t  an  end t o  a l l  d e b a t e  and b r i n g  

t h e  Convent ion  t o  a  d i r e c t  v o t e  upon t h e  pend ing  q u e s t i o n .  When 
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a  motion t o  r e c o n s i d e r  h a s  been t a k e n  under t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n  

and decided i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p r e v i o u s  

q u e s t i o n  had been o r d e r e d  s h a l l  have no o p e r a t i o n  o r  e f f e c t  w i t h  

t h e  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  f o r  which r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  h a s  been 

o r d e r e d .  I f  t h e  Convention r e f u s e s  t o  o r d e r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  

q u e s t i o n ,  i t  s h a l l  resume c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e  pending s u b j e c t  a s  

though no motion f o r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n  had been made. 

50. S i n e  Die Adjournment. A motion t o  a d j o u r n  t h e  

Convention s i n e  d i e  s h a l l  n o t  be  voted  upon u n t i l  a t  l e a s t  

f o r t y - e i g h t  ( 4 8 )  h o u r s  a f t e r  n o t i c e  is  g i v e n  t o  t h e  d e l e g a t e s ;  

and t o  p a s s  t h i s  motion r e q u i r e s  an a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  of a  

m a j o r i t y  of a l l  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  Convention. 

51. R e c o n s i d e r a t  i o n  i n  Convention. ( a )  Any q u e s t  ion  

f i n a l l y  adopted  o r  r e j e c t e d  by t h e  Convention may be r e c o n s i d e r e d  

on motion of any d e l e g a t e  a t  any t ime b e f o r e  t h e  Convention 

a d j o u r n s  s i n e  d h .  

( b )  No q u e s t i o n  may be  r e c o n s i d e r e d  more t h a n  once ,  

e x c e p t  i f  t h e  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i s  moved by d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  

Committee on O r g a n i z a t i o n  and Procedures  o r  by t h e  committee 

which r e p o r t e d  on t h e  m a t t e r  t o  be  r e c o n s i d e r e d ,  o r  i f  moved 

a f t e r  submiss ion  of a  p e t i t i o n  s i g n e d  by two t h i r d s  ( 2 / 3 )  of t h e  

d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  Convention. 

( c )  A motion t o  r e c o n s i d e r  i n  Convention may no t  be 

c a l l e d  up u n t i l  t h e  second s e s s i o n  day a f t e r  i t  i s  moved, and 

s h a l l  r e q u i r e  an a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  a  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  d e l e g a t e s  
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a t o  t h e  Convent ion .  

( d )  A motion t o  r e c o n s i d e r  i n  Convent ion  may be  l a i d  on 

t h e  t a b l e  i n d e p e n d e n t  of  t h e  q u e s t i o n  t o  b e  r e c o n s i d e r e d ;  b u t  a  

mot ion  t o  r e c o n s i d e r  moved by  d i r e c t i o n  o f  a  commit tee  o r  

p u r s u a n t  t o  p e t i t i o n  of  t h e  r e q u i r e d  number of  d e l e g a t e s  a s  

p r o v i d e d  above s h a l l  be  i n  o r d e r  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  t a b l i n g  of 

any p r e v i o u s  mot ion  t o  r e c o n s i d e r .  

52. Quorum Calls. A c a l l  o f  t h e  Convent ion  may be  

o r d e r e d  i f  t h e r e  i s  an a b s e n c e  of  a  quorum. 

53. P r o c e d u r e  f o r  Quorum Calls. The r o l l  o f  t h e  

Convent ion  s h a l l  b e  c a l l e d  by t h e  s e c r e t a r y  and t h e  a b s e n t e e s .  

I n  such  c a s e ,  a  l i s t  of t h e  a b s e n t e e s  s h a l l  be  f u r n i s h e d  by t h e  

s e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  s e r g e a n t s - a t - a r m s ,  who s h a l l  b r i n g  s u c h  

a b s e n t e e s  t o  t h e  f l o o r  of  t h e  Convent ion  w i t h  a l l  p o s s i b l e  

speed .  I n  c a s e  t h e  s e r g e a n t s - a t - a r m s  s h a l l  r e q u i r e  a s s i s t a n c e ,  

t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  upon mot ion ,  may d e p u t i z e  a s  a  s p e c i a l  a s s i s t a n t  

s e r g e a n t  - a t  -arms any p e r s o n  p r o p e r l y  q u a l i f i e d .  The Convent ion  

may p roceed  t o  b u s i n e s s  under  a  C a l l  o f  t h e  Convent ion pending 

t h e  a r r i v a l  of any a b s e n t e e s .  

54. I n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  P r o p o s a l s  and Recommendatiogp. Any 

s u g g e s t i o n ,  p r o p o s i t i o n  o r  d r a f t  i n t e n d e d  t o  become a  p a r t  o f  t h e  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  o r  amendment t h e r e t o  o r  s c h e d u l e  t o  be  a t t a c h e d  

t h e r e t o  s h a l l  be  c a l l e d  a  d e l e g a t e  p r o p o s a l  o r  a  commit tee  

recommendation. A p r o p o s a l  i n t r o d u c e d  by 8 d e l a g a t a  s h a l l  bs 

d e s i g n a t e d  a d e l e g a t e  p r o p o s a l ,  and a p r o p o s a l  s u b m i t t e d  by a 
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commi t t ee  s h a l l  be  d e s i g n a t e d  a  commi t t ee  recommendat ion .  A 

d e l e g a t e  p r o p o s a l  s h a l l  b e  e n d o r s e d  by t h e  d e l e g a t e  o r  d e l e g a t e s  

i n t r o d u c i n g  i t ,  and a  commi t t ee  recommendation s h a l l  be  endor sed  

by t h e  cha i rman  o f  t h e  commi t t ee  s u b m i t t i n g  it .  F ive  ( 5 )  c o p i e s  

o f  e v e r y  d e l e g a t e  p r o p o s a l  o r  commi t t ee  recommendation s h a l l  be  

d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e r ,  who s h a l l  c a u s e  t h e  same 

t o  b e  s u i t a b l e  numbered and d i s t r i b u t e d  a s  p rompt ly  a s  p o s s i b l e .  

No d e l e g a t e  p r o p o s a l  s h a l l  be  i n t r o d u c e d  on t h e  l a s t  day  of t h e  

Convent ion ,  e x c e p t  w i t h  t h e  unanimous c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  Convent ion.  

55. Order  of C o n s i d e r a t i o n .  The p r e s c r i b e d  o r d e r  i n  

which p r o p o s a l s  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  Convent ion  a r e  t o  be  t a k e n  up 

o r  a c t e d  upon s h a l l  be  a s  f o l l o w s :  

( a )  I n t r o d u c t i o n ,  f i r s t  r e a d i n g  by t i t l e ,  

r e f e r e n c e  t o  a  commit tee  by t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  

and o r d e r e d  d u p l i c a t e d  and d i s t r i b u t e d  

u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  o r d e r e d  by a  m a j o r i t y  of 

t h e  d e l e g a t e s  p r e s e n t  and v o t i n g  ; 

( b )  Repor t  of  t h e  Committee and p l a c i n g  on t h e  

g e n e r a l  O r d e r s ;  

( c )  C o n s i d e r a t i o n  by t h e  Committee o f  t h e  

Whole i n  o r d e r  o f  t h e i r  r e f e r e n c e ;  

( d )  R e p o r t  by t h e  Committee o f  t h e  Whole and 

r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  commit tee  o r  

t h e  Committee on O r g a n i z a t i o n  and 
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Procedures  f o r  p r e p a r a t i o n  OX a p p r o p r i a t e  

d r a f t  p r o v i s i o n ;  

( e l  Report  of t h  e  r e s p o n s i b l e  committee o r  t h e  

Committee on Org  a n i  za t ion  and Procedures  

t o  t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole; 

( f )  Second r e a d i n g  and passage  of a  d r a f t  

p r o v i s i o n ;  

( g )  Refe rence  t o  t h e  Committee on O r g a n i z a t i o n  

and Procedures  f o r  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n  f i n a l  

d r a f t  of t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ;  

( h )  Repor t  by t h e  Committee on O r g a n i z a t i o n  

and Procedures  t o  t h e  Convention regard ing  

t h e  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n ;  and 

( i )  C o n s i d e r a t i o n  by t h e  Convention of t h e  

d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  

56. Agenda. The Committee on O r g a n i z a t i o n  and 

P r o c e d u r e s  s h a l l  p r e p a r e  an agenda f o r  each s e s s i o n  of t h e  

Convention. The agenda s h a l l  be  f u r n i s h e d  t o  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

o f f i c e r ,  who s h a l l  d i s t r i b u t e  i t  t o  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  b e f o r e  t h e  t ime 

s e t  f o r  t h e  n e x t  s e s s i o n  of  t h e  Convention. The Convention,  a t  

any t ime o r  from t ime t o  t ime d u r i n g  a  s e s s i o n ,  may, by t h e  

a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  
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o f  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  and v o t i n g ,  a d o p t ,  r e j e c t  o r  

modify t h e  d a i l y  agenda p r e s e n t e d  t o  i t .  

57. U n f i n i s h e d  S p e c i a l  O r d e r s .  Any s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  t h a t  

h a s  been  made a  s p e c i a l  o r d e r  f o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  d a y ,  b u t  which i s  

n o t  r e a c h e d  on t h a t  d a y ,  s h a l l  t h e n  come up  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

under  t h e  o r d e r  of  " u n f i n i s h e d  b u s i n e s s v  a t  t h e  n e x t  s u c c e e d i n g  

s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  Convent ion .  

58. Reading .  When t h e  r e a d i n g  of  a  p a p e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  

t h e  j o u r n a l ,  i s  c a l l e d  f o r  and an o b j e c t i o n  i s  r a i s e d  t o  s u c h  

r e a d i n g ,  t h e  Convent ion ,  by  a  m a j o r i t y  v o t e  of  d e l e g a t e s  p r e s e n t  

and v o t i n g ,  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  w i t h o u t  d e b a t e  whe the r  o r  n o t  t h e  

pape r  s h a l l  b e  r e a d .  

59. P r e s e n t a t i o n  and Endorsement o f  P e t i t i o n s .  

P e t i t i o n s  r e c e i v e d  by an o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  Convent ion  o r  by any 

d e l e g a t e  may be  i n i t i a l e d  by t h e  r e c i p i e n t  and handed d i r e c t l y  t o  

t h e  cha i rman  o f  t h e  commit tee  t h a t  h a s  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  of  t h e  

p e t i t i o n  under  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  The cha i rman  of  t h e  commit tee ,  on 

b e h a l f  o f  t h e  Conven t ion ,  s h a l l  g i v e  a p p r o p r i a t e  n o t i c e  of  t h e  

r e c e i p t  o f  t h e  p e t i t i o n .  

60. ,Ca l l s  of  Convent ion  - - Ayes and Nays. Upon c a l l s  

o f  t h e  Convent ion ,  and i n  t a k i n g  t h e  a y e s  and nays  upon t h e  

q u e s t i o n ,  t h e  names of t h e  d e l e g a t e s  s h a l l  b e  c a l l e d  

a l p h a b e t i c a l l y .  



61. P u t t i n g  t h e  Ques t ion .  The p r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  p u t  a l l  

q u e s t i o n s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n  t h i s  form: "As  many a s  a r e  i n  f a v o r  

of  ( a s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  may b e )  s ay  ' a y e 1  "; and a f t e r  t h e  

a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  i s  e x p r e s s e d ,  " a s  many a s  a r e  opposed s a y  

' nay ' . "  I f  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  i s  i n  doubt  a s  t o  t h e  v o t e ,  he may 

o r d e r  a  r o l l  c a l l  v o t e  of  t h e  Convent ion.  

A r o l l  c a l l  v o t e  o f  t h e  Convent ion  may b e  had upon t h e  

demand of  ( ) d e l e g a t e s .  

62. R e c o g n i t i o n  During R o l l  Cal l .  A f t e r  a  q u e s t i o n  has  

been  s t a t e d  by  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  and t h e  c a l l  o f  t h e  r o l l  h a s  been  

s t a r t e d  by t h e  s e c r e t a r y ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  n o t  r e c o g n i z e  a  

d e l e g a t e  f o r  any pu rpose  e x c e p t  upon p o i n t s  of  o r d e r ,  u n t i l  a f t e r  

t h e  announcement o f  t h e  v o t e .  The s e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  e n t e r  upon t h e  

j o u r n a l  t h e  names o f  t h o s e  v o t i n g  vtaye" and t h e  names of  t h o s e  

vo t i  ng "nay. " 

63. R o l l  Call. A t  t h e  r o l l  c a l l  t o  be  t a k e n  a t  t h e  
- - - 

open ing  of  e a c h  s e s s i o n  and upon c a l l s  o f  t h e  Convent ion ,  t h e  

names o f  t h e  members s h a l l  b e  c a l l e d  by t h e  s e c r e t a r y  and t h e  

a b s e n t e e s  n o t e d .  

64. A ~ p e a l s .  ( a )  On a l l  a p p e a l s  from d e c i s i o n s  o f  t h e  

c h a i r ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  s h a l l  be " S h a l l  t h e  r u l i n g  of  t h e  c h a i r  s t a n d  

a s  t h e  judgment o f  t h e  Convent ion?".  

(b) No d e l e g a t e  s h a l l  speak  on t h e  q u a s t i a n  o f  on ogpes l  

more t h a n  once  w i t h o u t  l e a v e  of  t h e  Convent ion .  
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( c )  An a p p e a l  may b e  l a i d  on t h e  t a b l e  b u t  s h a l l  n o t  

c a r r y  w i t h  i t  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  b e f o r e  t h e  Convent ion  a t  t h e  

time such  a p p e a l  i s  t a k e n .  

65. When R o b e r t ' s  R u l e s  o f  Order  t o  Govern. I n  a l l  

c a s e s  no't i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e s e  R u l e s ,  R o b e r t ' s  R u l e s  o f  

Order  s h a l l  gove rn .  

66. P r o c e d u r e s  f o r  Temporary A l t e r n a t i v e ,  Suspens ion  or  

R e c i s s i o n  of  R u l e s .  ( a )  A Rule  o f  t h e  Convent ion  s h a l l  n o t  b e  

t e m p o r a r i l y  a l t e r e d ,  suspended  o r  r e s c i n d e d  u n l e s s  one Convent ion  

d a y ' s  n o t i c e  s h a l l  be  g i v e n  o f  t h e  motion t h e r e f o r ;  p r o v i d e d ,  

however,  t h a t  such  n o t i c e  s h a l l  n o t  b e  n e c e s s a r y  o f  t h e  l a s t  day  

o f  t h e  Convent ion .  

( b )  A s i m p l e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  p r e s e n t  and v o t i n g  

s h a l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  e f f e c t  such  a l t e r a t i o n ,  s u s p e n s i o n  o r  

r e c i s s i o n .  

( c )  The n o t i c e  and t h e  motion s h a l l  e a c h  s p e c i f y  t h e  

o b j e c t  of  t h e  temporary  a l t e r a t i o n ,  s u s p e n s i o n  o r  r e c i s s i o n ,  and 

i n  t h e  c a s e  of  t h e  a d o p t i o n  of  such  mot ion ,  i t  s h a l l  b e  h e l d  t o  

a p p l y  o n l y  t o  t h e  o b j e c t  s p e c i f i e d  t h e r e i n .  

( d )  Such n o t i c e  s h a l l  be  g i v e n  and such  n o t i o n  made under  

t h e  o r d e r  o f  b u s i n e s s  i n  which t h e  l a t t e r  proposed  t o  b e  a f f e c t e d  

by such  a l t e r a t i o n ,  s u s p e n s i o n  o r  r e c i s s i o n  s t a n d s .  



67. Temporary Alteration, Suspension or Recission of 

Rules. Notwithstanding the provisions of Rule 66, a Rule of the - 
Convention may be temporarily altered, suspended or rescinded by 

unanimous consent. 

68.  Notice and Vote Concerning Amendment of Rules. 

(a) A motion to amend a Rule of the Convention shall not be made 

on less than five (5) Convention dayst notice. 

(b) A simple majority of the delegates present and voting 

shall be required to effect such amendment. 

69. Language. English, Chamorro or Carolinian may be 

used in any proceeding of the Convention or in any Committee, 

except that any written submission or proposal shall be in 

English. 

70. Notification of Resident Commissioner. When a 

Constitution is drafted and approved by the Convention, the 

Convention, through the president, shall so notify the Resident 

Commissioner. 

71. - Place of Meetings. The Convention and the 

Committee of the Whole shall meet only in Saipan. 

72. Registration and Regulation of Lobbvirt, The 

Convention, by resolution adopted by a majority of all the 

delegates, shall have authority to issue rules or regulations 

with respect to the registration and appearance before it, or 

- 30- 



b e f o r e  any o f  i t s  a u t h o r i z e d  c o m m i t t e e s ,  o f  any p e r s o n  engaged  o r  

h i r e d ,  f o r  a  f e e ,  s a l a r y  o r  o t h e r  compensa t ion ,  t o  promote ,  

a d v o c a t e ,  i n f l u e n c e  o r  oppose  any m a t t e r  t h a t  i s  pending  b e f o r e ,  

o r  which might  come b e f o r e ,  t h e  Convent ion  o r  any o f  i t s  

c o m m i t t i e s .  Such  r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  may i n c l u d e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  

t h a t  such  p e r s o n s  r e g i s t e r  w i t h  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  and f i l e  such  

r e p o r t s  o f  e x p e n d i t u r e s  a s  may b e  r e q u i r e d  by s u c h  r u l e s  and 

r e g u l a t i o n s .  

73. Radio  and T e l e v i s i o n  Coverage.  L i v e  r a d i o  and 

t e l e v i s i o n  c o v e r a g e  o f  a l l  s e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  Conven t ion  and t h e  

Committee o f  t h e  Whole s h a l l  b e  p e r m i t t e d .  The o t h e r  commi t t ee s  

s h a l l  have  d i s c r e t i o n  t o  a l l o w  such  c o v e r a g e .  

74. Subpoena Power. The p r e s i d e n t  and t h e  cha i rman  o f  

any commi t t ee  s h a l l  have  t h e  power and a u t h o r i t y  t o  i s s u e  

subpoenas  r e q u i r i n g  t h e  a t t e n d a n c e  of  a  w i t n e s s  o r  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  

o f  books ,  documents  o r  o t h e r  e v i d e n c e  i n  any m a t t e r  r e l a t e d  t o  

t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convent ion .  Any subpoena o r  

o t h e r  p r o c e s s  i s s u e d  unde r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  Conven t ion  s h a l l  

r u n  i n  t h e  name o f  t h e  Government of  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mariana I s l a n d s  

and s h a l l  b e  a d d r e s s e d  t o  any p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  o r  o t h e r  d u l y  

a u t h o r i z e d  a g e n t .  Such subpoena o r  o t h e r  p r o c e s s  s h a l l  b e  s i g n e d  

by  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o r  c h a i r m a n ,  s h a l l  c o n t a i n  a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  

S e c t i o n  9 ( E )  of Law No- 4-205, and s h a l l  se t  f o r t h  i n  g e n e r a l  

terms t h e  m a t t e r  o r  q u e s t i o n s  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  which t e s t i m o n y  

o r  o t h e r  e v i d e n c e  i s  t o  b e  t a k e n .  Any p e r s o n  t o  whom t h e  p r o c e s s  

d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h i s  Ru le  i s  d i r e c t e d ,  i f  w i t h i n  t h e  j u r f s f c t i o n  of 

t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar iana  I s l a n d s ,  s h a l l  f o r t h w i t h  serve o r  e x e c u t e  
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e t h e  same upon d e l i v e r y  t h e r e o f  t o  him w i t h o u t  c h a r g e  o r  

c o m p e n s a t i o n ;  p r o v i d e d  however ,  t h a t  any p e r s o n  s e r v i n g  o r  

e x e c u t i n g  s u c h  subpoena o r  p r o c e s s  s h a l l  be  compensa ted  f o r  h i s  

a c t u a l  e x p e n s e s ,  i f  any ,  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  t h e r e w i t h .  A p e r s o n  

s e r v i n g  o r  e x e c u t i n g  a subpoena u n d e r  t h i s  Ru le  s h a l l  c a u s e  a  

r e t u r n  of  s e r v i c e  t o  be  made t o  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Convent ion .  

75. Witnessest Oaths .  The p r e s i d e n t  o r  t h e  cha i rman  o f  

any commi t t ee  may a d m i n i s t e r  o a t h s  t o  w i t n e s s e s  i n  any  m a t t e r  

unde r  e x a m i n a t i o n  by t h e  Conven t ion .  

76. P r i v i l e g e  o f  D e l e g a t e s .  Except  a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  R u l e  

1 7 ,  no  d e l e g a t e  s h a l l  b e  h e l d  a c c o u n t a b l e  i n  any forum f o r  

a n y t h i n g  t h a t  h e  o r  s h e  s a y s  on t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h e  Convent ion  o r  

i n  any commi t t ee  of  t h e  Convent ion .  


