
RULES OF PROCEDURE 

FOR THE 

NORTHERN MARIANAS CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENT ION 

ADOPTED, 1985 

1. Pre-Convent ion  Committee Chairman t o  Convene 

Convent ion .  The Pre-Convent ion  Chairman s h a l l  convene  t h e  

N o r t h e r n  Mar i anas  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convent ion  i n  S a i p a n ,  Nor the rn  

Mariana I s l a n d s ,  on J u n e  1 8 ,  1985,  a t  9:00 a.m. The Convent ion 

s h a l l  a d j o u r n  no l a t e r  t h a n  J u l y  1 7 ,  1985. 

2 .  P re-Convent ion  Committee Chairman a s  Ac t ing  

P r e s i d e n t .  The Pre-Convent ion  Committee Chairman s h a l l  a c t  a s  

p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Convent ion  u n t i l  t h e  Convent ion  s h a l l  e l e c t  a  

p r e s i d e n t  from among i t s  membership. 

3 .  D e l e g a t e s '  Oath  of O f f i c e .  The Governor  s h a l l  

a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o a t h  o r  a f f i r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  e n  

masse:  

"1 do so lemnly  swear  ( o r  a f f  i rm)  t h a t  I  w i l l  f a i t h f u l l y  e x e c u t e  

t h e  o f f i c e  of d e l e g a t e  t o  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar i anas  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

Convent ion  and w i l l ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my a b i l i t y ,  s u p p o r t  t h e  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  of  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  and t h e  Covenant To E s t a b l i s h  a  

Commonwealth of t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mariana I s l a n d s  i n  P o l i t i c a l  Union 

w i t h  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  of America ( s o  h e l p  me God)." 

4 .  Quorum of t h e  Convent ion .  A quorum of t h e  



4 
Conven t i on  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of  t h i r t e e n  ( 1 3 )  d e l e g a t e s ,  p r o v i d e d ,  

however ,  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  one  ( 1 )  d e l e g a t e  f rom e a c h  s e n a t o r i a l  

d i s t r i c t  i s  p r e s e n t  f o r  t h e  t r a n s a c t i o n  of b u s i n e s s  by t h e  

Convent  i o n  

5 .  M a j o r i t y  N e c e s s a r y  t o  A c t .  No p r o p o s e d  amendments 

t o  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n  s h a l l  b e  a d o p t e d  by t h e  Convent- ion 

e x c e p t  by t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e s  of  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  t h r e e - f o u r t h s  

( 3 / 4 )  o f  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n ,  w i t h  d e l e g a t e s  

v o t i n g  o n l y  i n  p e r s o n .  A m a j o r i t y  of  d e l e g a t e s  p r e s e n t ,  a  quorum 

b e i n g  p r e s e n t ,  s h a l l  b e  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h e  t a k i n g  of  any  o t h e r  

a c t i o n  e x c e p t  when t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  of  a  g r e a t e r  number s h a l l  

b e  r e q u i r e d  by t h e s e  R u l e s .  

6 .  O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  Conven t i on  - - F i r s t  O r d e r  of  

B u s i n e s s .  The f i r s t  o r d e r  of  b u s i n e s s  a t  t h e  f i r s t  s e s s i o n  of 

t h e  C o n v e n t i o n ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  c a l l  t o  o r d e r  by t h e  P r e - C o n v e n t i o n  

Committee Chairman and t h e  i n v o c a t i o n ,  s h a l l  b e  t h e  r o l l  c a l l  of  

d e l e g a t e s  and t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Conven t i on .  

7. Admis s ion  t o  F l o o r  - - D e f i n e d .  No p e r s o n ,  o t h e r  

t h a n  a  d e l e g a t e ,  o f f i c e r ,  employee  o r  c o n s u l t a n t  of  t h e  

C o n v e n t i o n ,  a c c r e d i t e d  news c o r r e s p o n d e n t  o r  p e r s o n  i n v i t e d  by t h e  

p r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  be  a d m i t e d  on  t h e  f l o o r  of  t h e  Conven t i on  

i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  t i m e  s e t  f o r  any  c a l l  t o  o r d e r  and 

i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g  a d j o u r n m e n t .  Only d e l e g a t e s ,  o f f i c e r s ,  

e m p l o y e e s ,  c o n s u l t a n t s  and s u c h  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  a s  may b e  a u t h o r i z e d  

by t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o r  t h e  Conven t i on  s h a l l  b e  a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  f l o o r  

of  t h e  Conven t i on  d u r i n g  t h e  s e s s i o n .  The p h r a s e  " f l o o r  o f  t h e  

Convent ion"  means t h e  room o r  chamber  whe re  t h e  Conven t i on  s i t s  i n  
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s e s s i o n ,  e x c l u d i n g  t h e  s p a c e  d e s i g n a t e d  f o r  v i s i t o r s  and f o r  t h e  

p r e s s .  

8.  O f f i c e r s .  The C o n v e n t i o n  s h a l l  e l e c t  a  p r e s i d e n t  
/- 

-* 

f r om among i t s  membership  by s e c r e t  b a l l o t  v o t e .  ~ 6 e  P r e s i d e n t  

s h a l l  a p p o i n t  f r om among i t s  membership  t h r e e  ( 3 )  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t s ,  .~. . .~ . ~-~. . -.. 
. 

/..' -7 

o n e  f rom e a c h  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t ,  and a  f l o o r  l e a d e r ,  and t h e  
7- - - - --- --- 

s e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Convent  i o n .  

9. D u t i e s  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  The p r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  

p e r f o r m  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d u t i e s :  

( a )  The p r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  s c h e d u l i n g  s e s s i o n s  of  t h e  

C o n v e n t i o n .  He o r  s h e  s h a l l  c a l l  t h e  

C o n v e n t i o n  t o  o r d e r  a n d ,  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  

of a  quorum, s h a l l  p r o c e e d  t o  b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e  

manner p r e s c r i b e d  by  t h e s e  R u l e s ;  

( b )  He o r  s h e  s h a l l  p r e s e r v e  o r d e r  and 

decorum a n d ,  i n  d e b a t e ,  s h a l l  c o n f i n e  d e l e g a t e s  

t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  u n d e r  d i s c u s s i o n .  When two 

( 2 )  o r  more d e l e g a t e s  a r i s e  a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  

h e  o r  s h e  s h a l l  name t h e  d e l e g a t e  e n t i t l e d  t o  

t h e  f l o o r ;  

( c )  He o r  s h e  s h a l l  d e c i d e  a l l  q u e s t i o n s  

of o r d e r ,  s u b j e c t  t o  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n .  

On e v e r y  a p p e a l  h e  o r  s h e  s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t ,  

i n  h i s  p l a c e ,  t o  a s s i g n  h i s  r e a s o n  f o r  h i s  

d e c i s i o n .  I n  c a s e  of  s u c h  a p p e a l  no d e l e g a t e  

s h a l l  s p e a k  more t h a n  o n c e .  
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( d l  He o r  s h e  may s u b s t i t u t e  a n y  d e l e g a t e  

t o  p e r f o r m  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  c h a i r ,  b u t  f o r  no  

l o n g e r  p e r i o d  t h a n  two ( 2 )  c o n s e c u t i v e  

C o n v e n t i o n  d a y s ,  e x c e p t  by s p e c i a l  c o n s e n t  o f  

t h e  Conven t  i o n ;  

( e )  When t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  s h a l l  be  r e a d y  t o  

g o  i n t o  Commit tee  o f  t h e  Whole,  h e  o r  s h e  s h a l l  

name a  c h a i r m a n  t o  p r e s i d e  t h e r e i n .  The 

p r e s i d e n t  may d e s i g n a t e  h i m s e l f  t o  s e r v e  a s  

c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  Commit tee  o f  t h e  Whole;  

( f )  When n e c e s s a r y  o r  r e q u i r e d ,  h e  o r  s h e  

s h a l l  c e r t i f y  a l l  o f f i c i a l  a c t s  o f  t h e  

C o n v e n t i o n  w i t h  t h e  d a t e  t h e r e o f ;  

( g )  He o r  s h e  s h a l l  d e c l a r e  t h e  v o t e  and 

a n n o u n c e  t h e  r e s u l t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  f a c t  o n  

a l l  q u e s t i o n s  and d i v i s i o n s ;  

( h )  He o r  s h e  s h a l l  n o t  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  

v o t e  e x e c p t  i n  c a s e  o f  a  t i e ;  

( i )  He o r  s h e  s h a l l  s e r v e  a s  a  member 

ex o f f i c i o  w i t h o u t  a  v o t e  o f  t h e  t k s e e w  

s u b s t a n t i v e  c o m m i t t e e s  c r e a t e d  by R u l e  24;  



( j )  He o r  s h e  s h a l l ,  i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  

t h e  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t s ,  e x e r c i s e  g e n e r a l  

s u p e r v i s o r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o v e r  t h e  work o f  

c o n s u l t a n t s  a n d  e m p l o y e e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  

s e c r e t a r y ,  a s s i s t a n t  s e c r e t a r y ,  j o u r n a l  and  

Convent  i o n  c l e r k s  , s e r g e a n t  s - a t  - a r m s ,  a n d  s u c h  

o t h e r  e m p l o y e e s  a s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  

C o n v e n t i o n ,  n o n e  o f  whom e x c e p t  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  

( k )  He o r  s h e  s h a l l  s e r v e  a s  t h e  Cha i rman  

o f  t h e  Commit tee  o n  O r g a n i z a t i o n  and  

P r o c e d u r e s ,  w h i c h  c o m m i t t e e  i s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  

R u l e  2 3 .  

( 1 )  He o r  s h e  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  t h e  t h r e e  

v i c e - p r e s i d e n t s ,  t h e  f l o o r  l e a d e r  and t h e  

s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Convent  i o n .  

1 0 .  D u t i e s  o f  t h e  Vice P r e s i d e n t s .  The v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  

a p p o i n t e d  f r o m  R o t a  s h a l l  b e  f i r s t  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ;  t h e  

v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  a p p o i n t e d  f r o m  T i n i a n  s h a l l  b e  s e c o n d  

v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ;  and  t h e  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  a p p o i n t e d  f r o m  S a i p a n  
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shall be third vice-president. The first vice-president shall 

have precedence over the second vice-president, and the second 

vice-president shall have precedence over the third 

vice-president for the purpose of determining who shall preside 

in the temporary absense of the president and for other purposes. 

In the temporary absence of the president, or in the event 

of his temporary inability to preside, his duties shall devolve 

upon the first vice-president, or if he or she also be absent 

upon the second vice-president, or if he or she too be absent 

upon the third vice-president. For the purpose of this Rule, the 

terms "temporary absencett and "temporary inability" shall mean an 

absence or inability not to exceed five (5) consecutive 

Convention sessions. "Convention sessiontt shall mean any day on 

which the Convention meets. The vice-presidents shall also serve 

as members of the Committee on Organization and Procedures 

described in Rule 23. 

11. Vacany in the Office of President. In the event or 

a vacancy in the office of president by death, resignation, the 

absence of the president from his duties for more than five (5) 

consecutive Convention sessions, the inability of the president 

to discharge his responsibilities for more than five (5) 

consecutive Convention sessions, or otherwise, the Convention 

shall, by majority vote of the elected delegates, elect a 

president to fill such vacancy. Such election will constitute 

the delegate's determination that a vacancy exists in the office 

of president. 
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1 2 .  Vacancy i n  t h e  O f f i c e  of  V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ;  Tempora ry  d 

A b s e n c e  o r  I n a b i l i t y  of  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t .  I n  t h e  e v e n t  of  a  

v a c a n c y  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  any  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  b y  d e a t h ,  r e s i g n a t i o n  

o r  o t h e r w i s e ,  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  s h a l l ,  by m a j o r i t y  v o t e  o f  t h e  

e l e c t e d  d e l e g a t e s ,  e l e c t  a  new v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  f r o m  t h e  same 

s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  a s  t h a t  o f  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r  i n  o f f  i ce .  

I n  t h e  t e m p o r a r y  a b s e n c e  o f  a n y  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o r  i n  t h e  

e v e n t  o f  t h e  t e m p o r a r y  i n a b i l i t y  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  a n y  

v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  t o  d i s c h a r g e  t h e  d u t i e s  of  h i s  o f f i c e ,  h e  o r  s h e  

s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  power t o  d e s i g n a t e  and a p p o i n t  some o t h e r  d e l e g a t e  

o f  t h e  same s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  t o  d i s c h a r g e  t h e  d u t i e s  of  h i s  

o f f i c e  d u r i n g  h i s  t e m p o r a r y  a b s e n c e  o r  t e m p o r a r y  i n a b i l i t y .  

1 3 .  - D u t i e s  o f  t h e  F l o o r  L e a d e r .  The f l o o r  l e a d e r  s h a l l  

a s s i s t  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  and s h a l l  p e r f o r m  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d u t i e s :  

( a )  H e  o r  s h e  s h a l l  p r o p o s e  r o u t i n e  

m o t i o n s  f o r  t h e  o r d e r l y  and s p e e d y  c o n d u c t  of  

b u s i n e s s ;  

( b )  He o r  s h e  s h a l l  a c t  a s  f l o o r  manager  

i n  a i d  o f  t h e  a d o p t i o n  of  p r o p o s a l s  o r  

r e s o l u t i o n s  w h e r e  a n o t h e r  d e l e g a t e  d o e s  n o t  

a s sume t h i s  t a s k ;  and 

( c )  H e  o r  s h e  s h a l l  p e r f o r m  s u c h  o t h e r  

d u t i e s  a s  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o r  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  s h a l l  

d e s i g n a t e .  
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14. Duties of the Secretary. It shall be the duty of the 

Secretary : 

(a) To attest by his or her signature all proposed 

constitutional amendments and resolutions adopted by the 

Convention, orders, proceedings and other documents issued by 

order of the Convention. 

(b) To certify and transmit or cause to be transmitted 

to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker 

of the House of Representatives all proposed constitutional 

amendments and resolutions adopted by the Convention. 

15. Duties of the Administrative Officer. Pursuant to the 
- - 

direction of the president, the administrative officer shall perform 

the following duties: 

(a) He or she shall supervise the 

employees of the Convention; 

(b) He or she shall keep and cause to be 

kept a daily journal of the Convention 

proceedings, summarizing the matters considered 

and the actions taken by the 

Convention, and shall provide a copy of the 

journal for the preceding day on which the 

Convention met to each delegate before the 

start of each session; 
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( c )  He o r  s h e  s h a l l  d i s t r i b u t e  o r  c a u s e  

t o  b e  d i s t r i b u t e d  t h e  a g e n d a  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  

t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  f o r  e a c h  d a y  t h a t  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  

m e e t s  t o  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  o r  o t h e r s  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e ;  

( d )  He o r  s h e  s h a l l  p r e p a r e  f o r  

d u p l i c a t i o n  a l l  p r o p o s a l s  a n d  o t h e r  documents  

t h a t  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  be  d u p l i c a t e d  u n d e r  t h e s e  

R u l e s ;  

( e )  He o r  s h e  s h a l l  g i v e  a  number t o  

e v e r y  d e l e g a t e  p r o p o s a l  f o r  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

when i n t r o d u c e d ,  and t h e  numbers  s h a l l  be  i n  

n u m e r i c a l  o r d e r .  When a  c o m m i t t e e  

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  i s  r e p o r t e d ,  h e  o r  s h e  s h a l l  

g i v e  i t  a  number ,  i n  s e p a r a t e  se r ies  f o r  e a c h  

c o m m i t t e e ,  w h i c h  s h a l l  b e  k n o w 4  a s  t h e  

c o m m i t t e e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  number.  He s h a l l  k e e p  

t h e  s e v e r a l  p r o p o s a l s  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  on  

f i l e  i n  o r d e r  by  t h e i r  n u m b e r s ,  u n l e s s  

o t h e r w i s e  o r d e r e d  b y  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n .  " D e l e g a t e  

p r o p o s a l "  and " c o m m i t t e e  recommendat  i o n "  s h a l l  

h a v e  t h e  same meaning f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  

R u l e  a s  t h e y  have  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  R u l e  5 4 ;  

( f )  He o r  s h e  s h a l l  p e r s e r v e  a l l  

p r o p o s a l s ,  r e p o r t s  o f  c o m m i t t e e s  and  a l l  o t h e r  

r e c o r d s ,  b o o k s ,  d o c u m e n t s  and p a p e r s  o f  t h e  

C o n v e n t i o n  
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a n d  a f t e r  t h e  a d j o u r n m e n t  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  s h a l l  make 

s u c h  d i s p o s a l  o f  them a s  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  s h a l l  d i r e c t ;  

( g )  He s h a l l  a r r a n g e  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d i n g  o f  

t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  p r o c e e d i n g s  and t h e  

t r a n s c r i p t i o n  o f  s u c h  r e c o r d i n g ;  

c )&)' He and h i s  d i s i g n e e  s h a l l  c a l l  t h e  

r o l l  a t  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  e a c h  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  ~ t (  C o n v e n t i o n ,  c ,  and t h e  p r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  a n n o u n c e  

w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  a  quorum i s  p r e s e n t ;  and  

He s h a l l  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  u s e  o f  a l l  

C o n v e n t i o n  rooms and  e q u i p m e n t  and p e r f o r m  s u c h  

o t h e r  d u t i e s  a s  a r e  a s s i g n e d  t o  him. 

1 5 .  D u t i e s  o f  o t h e r  Employees .  The f o l l o w i n g  e m p l o y e e s  

o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  d u t i e s  s p e c i f i e d  b e l o w :  

( a )  Assistant/Administrative O f f i c e r  : 

The a s s i s t a n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e r  s h a l l  a i d  

t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e r  i n  p e r f o r m i n g  t h e  

d u t i e s  l i s t e d  i n  R u l e  1 4  and s h a l l  s e r v e  s u b j e c t  

t o  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e ;  

( b )  S e r g e a n t s - a t - A r m s :  A s  t h e  c h i e f  

p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n ,  t h e  

s e r g e a n t s - a t - a r m s  s h a l l  a s s i s t  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  i n  

m a i n t a i n i n g  o r d e r  i n  t h e  Convent  i o n  and  s h a l l  

p e r f o r m  s u c h  o t h e r  d u t i e s  a s  a r e  a s s i g n e d  t o  them 
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by t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o r  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e r ;  and 

( c )  J o u r n a l  C l e r k s :  The j o u r n a l  c l e r k s  

s h a l l ,  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  t h e  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e r ,  p r e p a r e  t h e  d a i l y  j o u r n a l  

t h a t  i s  r e q u i r e d  by R u l e  1 4 .  

16.  Conduct  o f  D e b a t e .  When any d e l e g a t e  i s  a b o u t  t o  

s p e a k  i n  d e b a t e  o r  t o  p r e s e n t  any  m a t t e r  t o  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n ,  h e  

s h a l l  r i s e  f rom h i s  s e a t  and a d d r e s s  h i m s e l f  t o  "Mr. P r e s i d e n t " ;  

h e  s h a l l  n o t  s p e a k  u n t i l  r e c o g n i z e d ,  and when r e c o g n i z e d  h e  s h a l l  

c o n f i n e  h i m s e l f  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and a v o i d  

p e r s o n a l i t i e s .  

17.  D e l e g a t e s  C a l l e d  t o  Orde r .  The p r e s i d e n t  o r  any 

d e l e g a t e  may c h a l l e n g e  any  o t h e r  d e l e g a t e  who, on s p e a k i n g ,  

v i o l a t e s  t h e  R u l e s  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n .  Upon s u c h  c h a l l e n g e ,  t h e  

p r e s i d e n t  may o r d e r  t h e  s p e a k e r  t o  s i t  down. The p r e s i d e n t ' s  

o r d e r  t o  s i t  down, o r  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  t o  o r d e r  t h e  

s p e a k e r  t o  s i t  down, may be  a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n .  

18 .  Times D e l e g a t e s  May Speak .  Excep t  a s  o t h e r w i s e  

p r o v i d e d  i n  t h e s e  R u l e s ,  no d e l e g a t e  may s p e a k  more t h a n  o n c e  on 

t h e  same q u e s t i o n  w i t h o u t  l e a v e  of  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  

and v o t i n g ,  u n l e s s  h e  b e  t h e  mover o f  t h e  m a t t e r  p e n d i n g  o r  

c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  t h a t  r e p o r t e d  i t ,  i n  which  c a s e  he  

s h a l l  be  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  s p e a k  t w i c e .  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h i s  

p r o v i s i o n ,  howeve r ,  e a c h  d e l e g a t e  who s p e a k s  t o  an  i s s u e  s h a l l  

h a v e  t h r e e  ( 3 )  m i n u t e s  t o  r e b u t  r e s p o n s e s  t o  h i s  s t a t e m e n t .  
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19.  Genera l  L i m i t  on Debate .  Except  upon t h e  

a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  of  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  p r e s e n t  and 

v o t i n g ,  no d e l e g a t e  may speak  l o n g e r  t h a n  f i f t e e n  ( 1 5 )  minu te s  

w i t h o u t  b e i n g  r e q u i r e d  by t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  t o  y i e l d  t h e  

f l o o r ,  p r o v i d e d ,  however ,  t h a t  any d e l e g a t e  s h a l l  be  p r i v i l e g e d  

t o  y i e l d  h i s  t u r n  t o  a n o t h e r  d e l e g a t e ,  whose r emarks  s h a l l  be 

l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  t ime  y i e l d e d .  The r e s t r i c t i o n  imposed by t h i s  

Rule  s h a l l  n o t  b e  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  cha i rmen  and v i c e - c h a i r m e n  of 

commi t t ee s  when t h e y  a r e  p r e s e n t i n g  r e p o r t s  of  t h e i r  commi t t ee s  

t o  t h e  Convent ion  o r  t o  t h e  Committee o f  t h e  Whole, and t h e  same 

exempt ion  from t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  of  t h i s  Rule  s h a l l  a l s o  b e  

a p p l i c a b l e  i n  t h e  c a s e  of  t h e  c h i e f  spokesman f o r  a  m a j o r i t y  

r e p o r t  of  a  commi t t ee  of  t h e  Convent ion .  

20. S e a t i n g .  D e l e g a t e s  s h a l l  b e  s e a t e d  i n  t h e  

Convent ion  h a l l  by d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s i d e n t .  

2 1 .  C o n t e s t  of  E l e c t i o n  o r  Appointment .  No p r o t e s t  o r  

p e t i t i o n  c o n t e s t i n g  t h e  e l ~ c t i o n  o r  appo in tmen t  of  any d e l e g a t e  - 
s h a l l  b e  r e c e i v e d  o r  c o n s i d e r e d  by t h e  Convent ion .  

2 2 .  Vacanc ie s .  A vacancy  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of  any e l e c t e d  . 
d e l e g a t e  s h a l l  be  f i l l e d  by t h e  c a n d i d a t e  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  n e x t  

h i g h e s t  number of  v o t e s  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  of d e l e g a t e s  from t h e  

e l e c t o r a l  p r e c i n c t .  I f  t h e  n e x t  d e l e g a t e  i n  l i n e  r e f u s e s  o r  i s  

n o t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s e r v e ,  and ,  i f  t h e  r u n n e r - u p  l i s t  i s  e x h a u s t e d ,  

t h e  mayor of  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  from which t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  d e l e g a t e  

was e l e c t e d  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a  p e r s o n  t o  f i l l  t h e  vacancy .  
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23. Commi t tee  on  O r g a n i z a t i o n  and  P r o c e d u r e s -  The 
(r 

C o m a i t t e e  on O r g a n i z a t i o n  and P r o c e d u r e s  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  o f  t h e  

p r e s i d e n t  and t h  p r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  and t h e  

c h a i r m e n  o f  t h e  s u b s t a n t i v e  c o m m i t t e e s  p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n  

R u l e  24. T h i s  c o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  p r e p a r e  a g e n d a  f o r  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n ,  

a p p o i n t  members o f  c o m m i t t e e s ,  o v e r s e e  t h e  d r a f t i n g  o f  

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n s ,  c o o r d i n a t e  t h e  work o f  t h e  s u b s t a n t i v e  

c o m m i t t e e s ,  and  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  b u s i n e s s  o f  t h e  

C o n v e n t i o n .  

24. S u b s t a n t i v e  Cmmmittees.  T h r e e  ( 3 )  s u b s t a n t i v e  

cmmmit tees  s h a l l  b e  c r e a t e d  w i t h  t h e  f m l l o w i n g  s u b j e c t  a r e a  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  

Name of  Cmmmittee G e n e r a l  S u b j e c t  Area  

Gmvernmental  I n s t i t u t i m n s  E x e c u t i v e  B r a n c h ,  

L e g i s l a t i v e  B r a n c h ,  

J u d i c i a l  &cinch, and 

Washingtmn R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

P e r s m n a l  R i g h t s  and P r i v l e g e s  B i l l  mf R i g h t s ,  

E l i g i b i l i t y  t o  V m t e  and 

E l e c t i m n  P r m c e d u r e s .  

N a t u r a l  Resmurces  

F i n a n c e ,  Lmcal Gmvernment 

Land A 1  i e n a t  i o n ,  N a t u r a l  

Resmurces .  

T a x a t  i o n  and f i n a n c e ,  

l m c a l  Gmvernment, 

E d u c a t i m n ,  C m r p o r a t i m n s ,  

and e t h e r  M a t t e r s .  
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2 5 .  Assignments of Committees. belegate proposals shall be 

assigned by the president to the appropriate committee for 

consideration. Notwithstanding the above allocation of subject 

area responsibilities to committees, the Committee on 

Organization and Procedures may reassign matters among the m~ 
committees as seems appropriate to accomplish the work of the 

Convention efficiently. 

26. Discharge of Substantive Committees. If one-third 

(1/3) of the elected delegates shall so request, as issue under 

consideration by a substantive committee shall be taken from its 

jurisdiction and placed before the Convention. 

27. Membership of Committees. Each delegate shall be a 

member of one and only one (1) substantive 

delegates to committees, the President and 

strive to appoint committees whose geographic composition is 

proportional to that of the Convention as a whole provided, that 

each committee (substantive, sub-committee, or special ) shall 

have at least one member from each of the three senatorial 

districts. The substantive committees shall be of roughly 

equivalent size. 

28. Voting; Acts of the Convention. No voting shall be - 
permitted except in person. Except as otherwise provided by this 

Act or in cases where the Rules of Procedure adopted by the 

Convention may provide for a greater voting requirement, any 

question before the Convention or committee thereof may be 

decided by the vote of a majority of those delegates present 

and f&)4 



v o t i n g ,  a  quorum b e i n g  p r e s e n t .  A d o p t i o n  b y  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  o f  

p r o p o s e d  amendments t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  s h a l l  r e q u i r e  t h e  

a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e - f o r t h s  ( 3 / 4 )  of  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  

p r e s e n t ,  a  quorum b e i n g  p r e s e n t .  I n  t h e  e v e n t  t h r e e - f o r t h s  o f  

t h e  d e l e g a t e s  p r e s e n t  i s  a r i t h m e t i c a l l y  a  f r a c t i o n a l  number ,  t h e  

r e q u i r e d  v o t e  i s  rounded  t o  t h e  n e x t  h i g h e s t  number.  A r o l l  c a l l  

v o t e  s h a l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  on a n y  m o t i o n  f o r  t h e  f i n a l  a d o p t i o n  o f  a  

p r o p o s e d  amendment t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  a n d ,  on  s u c h  v o t e s ,  t h e  

p r e v a i l i n g  s i d e  o f  t h e  v o t e  s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  a b s t e n t i o n s ,  f o r  t h e  '= o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  s u c c e s s  o r  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  m o t i o n . .  

29. Commit tee  O f f i c e r s .  The c h a i r m a n  and v i c e - c h a i r m a n  , 

o f  e a c h  s u b s t a n t i v e  c o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  b e  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  

p r e s i d e n t .  The v i c e - c h a i r m a n  s h a l l  a c t  a s  c h a i r m a n  d u r i n g  a  

t e m p o r a r y  a b s e n c e  o r  t e m p o r a r y  i n a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  c h a i r m a n .  

"Temporary  a b s e n c e "  and " t e m p o r a r y  i n a b i l i t y "  s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  same 

meaning f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  R u l e  a s  t h e y  h a v e  f o r  t h e  

p u r p o s e s  of  R u l e  10 .  

30. M e e t i n g s  D u r i n g  S e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  o r  t h e  
* 

Commit tee  o f  t h e  Whole. No s u b s t a n t i v e  c o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  meet 

d u r i n g  a  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  o r  o f  t h e  Commi t tee  o f  t h e  

Whole e x c e p t  w i t h  t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s i d e n t .  

31. P u b l i c  H e a r i n g s  The f o l l o w i n g  R u l e s  s h a l l  b e  

a p p l i c a b l e  t o  any  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  c o n d u c t e d  b y  a  c o m m i t t e e ,  

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Commi t tee  o f  t h e  Whole. 



( a )  A c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  may h o l d  p u b l i c  

h e a r i n g s  a s  and when i t  s o  d e t e r m i n e s ;  

( b )  The c h a i r m a n  of  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  g i v e  p u b l i c  

n o t i c e  o f  e a c h  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  a s  f a r  i n  a d v a n c e  a s  i s  

p r a c t i c a b l e ;  

( c )  S a i d  p u b l i c  n o t i c e  s h a l l  be  made b y  d e l i v e r i n g  a  

copy  t h e r e o f  t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  and t h e  p r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  

d e l i v e r  o r  f o r w a r d  i m m e d i a t e l y  c o p i e s  t h e r e o f  t o  a l l  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  l o c a l  news med ia ;  

( d )  A copy  o f  s a i d  p u b l i c  n o t i c e  s h a l l  b e  p o s t e d  

p r o m i n e n t l y  i n  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  c h a m b e r s ;  

( e )  S a i d  p u b l i c  n o t i c e  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  d a t e ,  t i m e  

and p l a c e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g ,  and a  c o n c i s e  d e s c r i p t i o n  

o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  o r  p r o p o s a l  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d ;  

( f )  A l l  p e r s o n s  w i s h i n g  t o  t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  a  

c o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  b e  a f f o r d e d  a  r e a s o n a b l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  do 

s o  ; 

( g )  E x p e r t  w i t n e s s e s  s h a l l  be  i n v i t e d  t o  t e s t i f y  

whenever  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  deems i t  n e c e s s a r y  o r  d e s i r a b l e ;  

-16-  



( h )  W i t n e s s e s  s h a l l  b e  r e q u e s t e d ,  where  a p p l i c a b l e ,  

t o  s u b m i t  w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  t h e i r  t e s t i m o n y ,  b u t  t h e  

l a c k  o f  s u c h  w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t s  s h a l l  n o t  b e  used  t o  deny 

any  w i t n e s s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t e s t i f y ;  

( i )  W i t n e s s e s  s h a l l  l i m i t  t h e i r  o r a l  t e s t i m o n y  t o  

f i f t e e n  ( 1 5 )  m i n u t e s ,  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  r e s t r i c t e d  o r  

e x t e n d e d  by t h e  c o m m i t t e e ;  

( j )  Fo r  t h e  p u r p o s e  of  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s ,  t h e  members 

o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  a t t e n d i n g  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a  quorum. 

P r i o r  t o  c o n v e n i n g  a  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  a u t h o r i z e d  u n d e r  t h e s e  

R u l e s ,  e a c h  commi t t e e  c o n d u c t i n g  s u c h  h e a r i n g  s h a l l  

d e s i g n a t e  a  member t o  s i t  a s  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r .  I f  

t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  i s  n o t  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  

t h e  members a t t e n d i n g  s h a l l  d e s i g n a t e  a  p r e s i d i n g  

o f f i c e r .  The p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  s h a l l  m a i n t a i n  o r d e r  and 

decorum,  and r u l e  on a l l  p r o c e d u r a l  q u e s t i o n s  a r i s i n g  

d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  h e a r i n g .  R u l i n g s  o f  t h e  c h a i r  

may b e  o v e r - r u l e d  by a  m a j o r i t y  v o t e  of  t h e  commi t t e e  

members p r e s e n t .  I n  t h e  e v e n t  a  r u l i n g  o f  t h e  c h a i r  i s  

a p p e a l e d ,  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  s h a l l  v o t e  o n l y  i n  t h e  

e v e n t  o f  a  t i e ;  and 

( k )  A l l  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  s h a l l  b e  r e c o r d e d  and 

t r a n s c r i b e d .  C o p i e s  o f  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of  e a c h  p u b l i c  

h e a r i n g ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  any e x h i b i t s  and o t h e r  r e l a t e d  

m a t e r i a l s  a s  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  may d i r e c t ,  s h a l l  b e  made, and 
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a  c o p y  t h e r e o f  s h a l l  b e  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  e a c h  d e l e g a t e  a s  s o o n  

a s  p r a c t i c a b l e .  

F o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  committee o f  t h e  Whole. The 

C o n v e n t i o n  may upon m o t i o n  r e s o l v e  i t s e l f  i n t o  a  Commi t tee  o f  t h e  

Whole f o r  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  d e l e g a t e  p r o p o s a l s  and c o m m i t t e e  

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and f o r  t h e  

t r a n s a c t i o n  o f  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s .  

3 3 .  L i m i t a t i o n  o f  D e b a t e  i n  t h e  Commi t tee  o f  t h e  

Whole. B e f o r e  a  p r o p o s a l  s h a l l  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  by t h e  Commit tee  

o f  t h e  Whole,  any d e l e g a t e  ( t h e  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  s u b s t a n t i v e  

c o m m i t t e e  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  p r o p o s a l  h a v i n g  p r i o r  r i g h t )  s h a l l  b e  

p r i v i l e g e d  t o  move a  l i m i t a t i o n  upon t h e  t i m e  o f  d e b a t e  and 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  by t h e  C o m m i t t e e ,  and f o r  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  may f i x  i n  

a d v a n c e  of  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a  t i m e  f o r  t h e  Commit tee  t o  r i s e  and 

r e p o r t .  
. 

3 4 .  C o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  B u s i n e s s  by  t h e  Commi t tee  o f  t h e  * 

Whole. Upon a  d e l e g a t e  p r o p o s a l  o r  c o m m i t t e e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

b e i n g  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  Commi t tee  o f  t h e  Whole,  t h e  same s h a l l  b e  

r e a d  by t h e  s e c r e t a r y  o r  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  d e s i g n a t e d  by t h e  

c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  Commit tee  o f  t h e  Whole and d e b a t e d  a s  may b e  

d e t e r m i n e d  by  t h e  Commit tee .  A l l  amendments made t o  r e p o r t s ,  

r e s o l u t i o n s ,  and  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  Commi t tee  o f  t h e  

Whole s h a l l  b e  n o t e d  and r e p o r t e d .  A f t e r  t h e  r e p o r t  by t h e  

Commit tee  o f  t h e  Whole,  t h e  p r o p o s a l  may b e  d e b a t e d  and amended 

on  t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n .  
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35. R u l e s  o f  t h e  Commi t tee  o f  t h e  Whole. E x c e p t  a s  
* 

o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  by t h e s e  R u l e s ,  t h e  R u l e s  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  

s h a l l  b e  o b s e r v e d  i n  t h e  Commi t tee  o f  t h e  Whole s o  f a r  a s  t h e y  

a r e  a p p l i c a b l e .  I n  c a s e s  c o n c e r n i n g  w h i c h  t h e  R u l e s  c o n t a i n  n o  

a p p l i c a b l e  p r o v i s i o n s ,  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  s h a l l  b e  c o n t r o l l e d  by 

R o b e r t ' s  R u l e s  of  Or-. 

36. Quorum o f  t h e  Commi t tee  o f  t h e  Whole. A quorum f o r  
* 

t h e  Commi t tee  o f  t h e  Whole t o  do b u s i n e s s  i s  a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  R u l e  

4. I f  t h e  Commit tee  f i n d s  i t s e l f  w i t h o u t  a  quorum,  t h e  c h a i r m a n  

s h a l l  c a u s e  t h e  r o l l  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  t o  b e  c a l l e d ,  and 

t h e r e u p o n  t h e  Commit tee  s h a l l  r i s e ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  r esume t h e  

c h a i r ,  and t h e  c h a i r m a n  s h a l l  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  t h e  c a u s e  

o f  t h e  r i s i n g  o f  t h e  Commi t tee .  

3 7 .  R i s i n g  o f  t h e  Commi t tee  o f  t h e  Whole. A m o t i o n  f o r  

t b e  r i s i n g  o f  t h e  Commi t tee  o f  t h e  Whole s h a l l  a l w a y s  b e  i n  o r d e r  

u n l e s s  a  member o f  t h e  Commit tee  i s  s p e a k i n g  o r  a  v o t e  i s  b e i n g  

t a k e n ,  and s h a l l  b e  d e c i d e d  w i t h o u t  d e b a t e .  

3 8 .  O r d e r  o f  B u s i n e s s .  The o r d e r  o f  b u s i n e s s  o f  t h e  

C o n v e n t i o n  s h a l l  b e  a s  f o l l o w s :  

( a )  C a l l  t o  o r d e r  and p r e l i m i n a r y  m a t t e r s ;  

( b )  S i l e n t  p r a y e r  o r  m e d i t a t i o n ;  

( c )  R o l l  c a l l ;  

( d )  R e p o r t s  o f  c o m m i t t e e s ;  
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( e )  I n t r o d u c t i o n  and f i r s t  r e a d i n g  and r e f e r e n c e  o f  

p r o p o s a l s ;  

( f )  S e c o n d  and f i n a l  r e a d i n g  o f  p r o p o s a l s ;  

( g )  M o t i o n s  and  r e s o l u t i o n s ;  

( h )  U n f i n i s h e d  b u s i n e s s ;  

( i )  S p e c i a l  o r d e r s  o f  t h e  d a y ;  and 

( j )  G e n e r a l  o r d e r s  o f  t h e  d a y .  

3 9 .  R e c o r d i n g  i n  J o u r n a l .  No m e m o r i a l ,  r e m o n s t r a n c e  o r  

p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  b e  r e a d  o r  r e c o r d e d  i n  f u l l  i n  t h e  j o u r n a l  u n l e s s  

o r d e r e d  r e a d  o r  r e c o r d e d  by t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  

t h o s e  p r e s e n t  and  v o t i n g .  

40 .  S t a r t i n g  M o t i o n s .  When a  m o t i o n  i s  made, i t  s h a l l  
Ir' 

b e  s t a t e d  t o  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  by t h e  p r e s i d e n t ;  o r ,  i f  i n  w r i t i n g ,  

i t  s h a l l  b e  handed  t o  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  s e c r e t a r y  o r  h i s  d e s i g n e e  

and  r e a d  a l o u d  t o  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  b e f o r e  b e i n g  d e b a t e d .  

A "Mot ion t t  w i t h i n  t h i s  r u l e  i n c l u d e s  o n l y  t h e  p r i v i l e g e d  

m o t i o n s  l i s t e d  i n  R u l e  42  o r  a  m o t i o n  o f  m e r e l y  p r e c e d u r a l  

c h a r a c t e r ,  s u c h  a s  t o  t a k e  f rom t h e  t a b l e  o r  t o  s e n d  a  

s e r g e a n t - a t - a r m s  f o r  a b s e n t e e s .  A l l  o t h e r  matters ( e x c e p t  

d e l e g a t e  p r o p o s a l s  and c o m m i t t e e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s )  s h a l l  b e  

p r e s e n t e d  a s  r e s o l u t i o n s .  



Eve ry  r e s o l u t i o n ,  o t h e r  t h a n  a  p r o p o s a l ,  s h a l l  b e  

s u b m i t t e d ,  r e a d  by t i t l e ,  and r e f e r r e d  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e .  I f  t h e  

R u l e s  a r e  s u s p e n d e d  t o  p e r m i t  immed ia t e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  a  

r e s o l u t i o n ,  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  b e  r e a d  i n  f u l l  t o  t h e  

C o n v e n t i o n  b e f o r e  i t  i s  c o n s i d e r e d .  

41. Wi thd rawa l  o f  Mo t ions .  A f t e r  a  mo t ion  h a s  b e e n  

s t a t e d  by  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o r  r e a d  by  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e r  o r  

h i s  d e s i g n e e ,  i t  s h a l l  b e  deemed t o  be  i n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  of t h e  

C o n v e n t i o n ,  b u t  i t  may b e  w i thd rawn  by t h e  maker a t  any  time 

b e f o r e  b e i n g  amended o r  p u t  t o  a  v o t e .  

42. P r i v i l e g e d  M o t i o n s .  When a  q u e s t i o n  i s  u n d e r  

d e b a t e ,  no mo t ion  s h a l l  b e  r e c e i v e d  b u t :  

To amend t h e  a g e n d a ;  1 

To f i x  t h e  t i m e  t o  w h i c h  t o  a d j o u r n ;  ) N e i t h e r  

To a d j o u r n ;  ) amendable  

To t a k e  a  r e c e s s ;  ) n o r  

To r e c o n s i d e r ;  ) d e b a t a b l e  

To c a l l  f o r  t h e  o r d e r s  o f  t h e  d a y ;  1 

To l a y  on t h e  t a b l e ;  1 

Fo r  a  c a l l  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n ;  1 

To l i m i t  d e b a t e ;  ) N e i t h e r  

To move t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n  ) amendable  

To p o s t p o n e  t o  a  day  c e r t a i n ;  ) n o r  d a b a t a b l e  
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( 1 )  To p o s t p o n e  i n d e f i n i t e l y ; )  D e b a t a b l e  b u t  n o t  

(m) To commit ;  and ) amendable  

( n )  To amend. 

The m o t i o n s  l i s t e d  i n  t h i s  Ru l e  s h a l l  t a k e  p r e c e d e n c e  i n  

o r d e r  i n  wh ich  t h e y  s t a n d  a r r a n g e d ,  w i t h  ( a )  t a k i n g  p r e c e d e n c e  

o v e r  ( b ) ,  ( b )  o v e r  ( c ) ,  and s o  f o r t h .  A l l  o f  them s h a l l  b e  

d e c i d e d  by t h e  v o t e  of  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  and v o t i n g ,  

e x c e p t  t h a t  any mo t ion  t o  p o s t p o n e  i n d e f i n i t e l y  s h a l l  be  d e c i d e d  

by t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  of  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  a l l  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  

Conven t i on .  When a  r e c e s s  i s  t a k e n  w h i l e  a  q u e s t i o n  i s  p e n d i n g ,  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  s u c h  q u e s t i o n  s h a l l  b e  resumed when t h e  

C o n v e n t i o n  r e a s s e m b l e s ,  u n l e s s  i t  d e t e r m i n e s  o t h e r w i s e .  No 

mo t ion  t o  p o s t p o n e  t o  a  day  c e r t a i n ,  o r  t o  commit ,  h a v i n g  b e e n  

d e c i d e d  by t h e  C o n v e n t i o n ,  s h a l l  a g a i n  be  i n  o r d e r  on t h e  same 

d a y  o r  a t  t h e  same s t a g e  of  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  Whenever a  p r o p o s a l  i s  

b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  and a  mo t ion  i s  t h e n  made, e i t h e r  t o  p o s t p o n e  

i n d e f i n i t e l y  o r  t o  commit ,  amendments t o  t h e  p e n d i n g  p r o p o s a l  

s h a l l  f i r s t  b e  i n  o r d e r  b e f o r e  any  v o t e  i s  t a k e n  on  any  s u c h  

mo t ion .  

4 3 .  Motion  t o  Adjourn .  A mo t ion  t o  a d j o u r n  s h a l l  . 
a lways  b e  i n  o r d e r  e x c e p t  when a  mo t ion  t o  f i x  t h e  t i m e  t o  wh ich  

t o  a d j o u r n  o r  a  mo t ion  t o  amend t h e  agenda  i s  p e n d i n g .  

4 4 .  Mot ion  t o  Take f rom t h e  T a b l e .  A f t e r  one  (1) d a y ' s  

n o t i c e ,  d a y s  upon  which  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  d o e s  n o t  s i t  n o t  b e i n g  

c o u n t e d ,  any  m a t t e r  l a i d  on t h e  t a b l e  may b e  t a k e n  t h e r e f r o m  on 



m o t i o n ,  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  t h e  c l a s s  o f  t h e  m a t t e r  t o  

b e  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  t a b l e  would t h e n  b e  i n  o r d e r .  

45.  O r d e r  o f  P u t t i n g  Q u e s t i o n s .  A l l  q u e s t i o n s  s h a l l  b e  

p u t  i n  t h e  o r d e r  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  moved, e x c e p t  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  

p r i v i l e g e d  m o t i o n s .  

46. Amendment Must b e  Germane. No m o t i o n  o r  

p r o p o s i t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  a  s u b j e c t  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h a t  u n d e r  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  a d m i t t e d  u n d e r  c o l o r  o f  a n  amendment o r  

s u b s t i t u t e .  

47. Amendments To Be D i s t r i b u t e d .  No amendment t o  any  

c o m m i t t e e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  u n l e s s  i t  i s  

s u b m i t t e d  i n  w r i t i n g  and  a  c o p y  t h e r e o f  d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  f l o o r  

d e s k  o f  e a c h  d e l e g a t e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t i m e  t h e  amendment i s  o f f e r e d .  

48. D i v i s i o n  o f  Q u e s t i o n .  Any d e l e g a t e  may c a l l  f o r  a  

d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  w h i c h  s h a l l  b e  d i v i d e d  i f  i t  i n c l u d e s  

p r o p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  s o  d i s t i n c t  i n  s u b s t a n c e  t h a t  when o n e  i s  

removed o r  d e f e r r e d ,  a  s u b s t a n t i v e  p r o p o s i t i o n  r e m a i n s  f o r  t h e  

d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n .  A m o t i o n  t o  s t r i k e  o u t  and i n s e r t  

s h a l l  n o t  b e  s u b j e c t  t o  d i v i s i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  meaning o f  t h e  R u l e .  

Whenever a  q u e s t i o n  h a s  b e e n  d i v i d e d ,  no  f i n a l  v o t e  s h a l l  

b e  t a k e n  on  any  d i v i s i o n  u n t i l  a l l  o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n s  t h e r e o f  h a v e  

b e e n  c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  amendment,  a f t e r  w h i c h  f u r t h e r  amendments t o  

any  d i v i s i o n  s h a l l  b e  i n  o r d e r ,  and t h e r e a f t e r  e a c h  d i v i s i o n  w i l l  

b e  p u t  t o  f i n a l  v o t e .  
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49.  C a l l i n g  f o r  P r e v i o u s  Q u e s t i o n .  The method of  

o r d e r i n g  t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n  s h a l l  b e  a s  f o l l o w s :  Any d e l e g a t e  

may move t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n  a n d ,  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  s t a t e d ,  t h e  

mo t ion  s h a l l  a p p l y  t o  t h e  pend ing  q u e s t i o n  o n l y .  The p r e s i d i n g  

o f f i c e r  s h a l l  p u t  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  " S h a l l  t h e  main  q u e s t i o n  now b e  

p u t ? "  T h i s  s h a l l  b e  o r d e r e d  o n l y  by a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  

p r e s e n t  and v o t i n g .  A f t e r  t h e  s e c o n d i n g  o f  a  mo t ion  f o r  t h e  

p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n  and p r i o r  t o  t h e  o r d e r i n g  o f  t h e  same, a  C a l l  

o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  may b e  moved and o r d e r e d ,  b u t  a f t e r  o r d e r i n g  

t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n  n o t h i n g  s h a l l  be  i n  o r d e r  p r i o r  t o  t h e  

d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  pend ing  q u e s t i o n  o r  q u e s t i o n s ,  e x c e p t  demands f o r  

t h e  a y e s  and n a y s ,  p o i n t s  o f  o r d e r ,  a p p e a l s  f rom t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  

t h e  c h a i r ,  and a  mo t ion  t o  a d j o u r n  o r  t o  t a k e  a  r e c e s s ,  a l l  of  

which  s h a l l  b e  d e c i d e d  w i t h o u t  d e b a t e .  The e f f e c t  o f  o r d e r i n g  

t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n  s h a l l  b e  p u t  a n  end t o  a l l  d e b a t e  and b r i n g  

t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  t o  a  d i r e c t  v o t e  upon t h e  pend ing  q u e s t i o n .  When 

a  mo t ion  t o  r e c o n s i d e r  h a s  b e e n  t a k e n  u n d e r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n  

and d e c i d e d  i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p r e v i o u s  

q u e s t i o n  had  b e e n  o r d e r e d  s h a l l  h a v e  no o p e r a t i o n  o r  e f f e c t  w i t h  

t h e  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  f o r  wh ich  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  h a s  been  

o r d e r e d .  I f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  r e f u s e s  t o  o r d e r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  

q u e s t i o n ,  i t  s h a l l  resume c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e  p e n d i n g  s u b j e c t  a s  

t h o u g h  no mo t ion  f o r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n  had  b e e n  made. 

50. S i n e  Die  Adjournment .  A mo t ion  t o  a d j o u r n  t h e  

C o n v e n t i o n  s i n e  d i e  s h a l l  n o t  b e  v o t e d  upon u n t i l  a t  l e a s t  

f o r t y - e i g h t  ( 4 8 )  h o u r s  a f t e r  n o t i c e  i s  g i v e n  t o  t h e  d e l e g a t e s ;  

and t o  p a s s  t h i s  mo t ion  r e q u i r e s  a n  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  a  

m a j o r i t y  o f  a l l  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n .  



51. R e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  Conven t i on .  ( a )  Any q u e s t i o n  

f i n a l l y  a d o p t e d  o r  r e j e c t e d  by  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  may b e  r e c o n s i d e r e d  

on mo t ion  of any  d e l e g a t e  a t  any time b e f o r e  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  

a d j o u r n s  s i n e  d i e .  

( b )  No q u e s t i o n  may b e  r e c o n s i d e r e d  more t h a n  o n c e ,  

e x c e p t  i f  t h e  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i s  moved by  d i r e c t i o n  of  t h e  

Commit tee  on O r g a n i z a t i o n  and P r o c e d u r e s  o r  by  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  

wh ich  r e p o r t e d  on t h e  m a t t e r  t o  b e  r e c o n s i d e r e d ,  o r  i f  moved 

a f t e r  s u b m i s s i o n  o f  a  p e t i t i o n  s i g n e d  by  two t h i r d s  ( 2 / 3 )  o f  t h e  

d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  Conven t i on .  

( c )  A mot ion  t o  r e c o n s i d e r  i n  Conven t i on  may n o t  b e  

c a l l e d  up u n t i l  t h e  s econd  s e s s i o n  d a y  a f t e r  i t  i s  moved, and 

s h a l l  r e q u i r e  an  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  

t o  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n .  

( d )  A mot ion  t o  r e c o n s i d e r  i n  C o n v e n t i o n  may b e  l a i d  on 

t h e  t a b l e  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  t o  b e  r e c o n s i d e r e d ;  b u t  a  

m o t i o n  t o  r e c o n s i d e r  moved b y  d i r e c t i o n  o f  a  c o m m i t t e e  o r  

p u r s u a n t  t o  p e t i t i o n  o f  t h e  r e q u i r e d  number o f  d e l e g a t e s  a s  

p r o v i d e d  above  s h a l l  b e  i n  o r d e r  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  t a b l i n g  of 

any p r e v i o u s  mo t ion  t o  r e c o n s i d e r .  

52.  Quorum C a l l s .  A c a l l  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  may b e  

o r d e r e d  i f  t h e r e  i s  an a b s e n c e  o f  a  quorum. 
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55 .  O r d e r  o f  C o n s i d e r a t i o n .  The p r e s c r i b e d  o r d e r  i n  

which  p r o p o s a l s  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  a r e  t o  b e  t a k e n  up 

o r  a c t e d  upon  s h a l l  b e  a s  f o l l o w s :  

( a )  I n t r o d u c t i o n ,  f i r s t  r e a d i n g  b y  t i t l e ,  

r e f e r e n c e  t o  a  c o m m i t t e e  by t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  

and o r d e r e d  d u p l i c a t e d  and d i s t r i b u t e d  

u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  o r d e r e d  by  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  

t h e  d e l e g a t e s  p r e s e n t  and v o t i n g ;  

( b )  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  Commit tee  and p l a c i n g  on t h e  

g e n e r a l  O r d e r s ;  

( c )  C o n s i d e r a t i o n  b y  t h e  Commit tee  o f  t h e  

Whole i n  o r d e r  o f  t h e i r  r e f e r e n c e ;  

( d )  R e p o r t  by  t h e  Commi t tee  o f  t h e  Whole and 

r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  c o m m i t t e e  o r  

t h e  Commit tee  on O r g a n i z a t i o n  and  

P r o c e d u r e s  f o r  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  

d r a f t  p r o v i s i o n ;  

( e )  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  c o m m i t t e e  o r  t h e  

Commit tee  on O r g a n i z a t i o n  and P r o c e d u r e s  

t o  t h e  Commit tee  o f  t h e  Whole; 



( f )  Second  r e a d i n g  and p a s s a g e  o f  a  d r a f t  

p r o v i s i o n ;  

( g )  R e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  Commi t tee  on O r g a n i z a t i o n  

and P r o c e d u r e s  f o r  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n  f i n a l  

d r a f t  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ;  

( h )  R e p o r t  b y  t h e  Commi t tee  on O r g a n i z a t i o n  

and  P r o c e d u r e s  t o  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  

t h e  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n ;  and 

( i )  C o n s i d e r a t i o n  by  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  

d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  

56.  Agenda.  The Commi t tee  on O r g a n i z a t i o n  and 

P r o c e d u r e s  s h a l l  p r e p a r e  a n  a g e n d a  f o r  e a c h  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  

C o n v e n t i o n .  The  a g e n d a  s h a l l  b e  f u r n i s h e d  t o  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  

s e c r e t a r y ,  who s h a l l  d i s t r i b u t e  i t  t o  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  b e f o r e  t h e  

time se t  f o r  t h e  n e x t  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n .  The  C o n v e n t i o n ,  

a t  any  time o r  f rom time t o  time d u r i n g  a  s e s s i o n ,  may, by  t h e  

a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  and v o t i n g ,  

a d o p t ,  r e j e c t  o r  m o d i f y  t h e  d a i l y  a g e n d a  p r e s e n t e d  t o  i t .  

57 .  U n f i n i s h e d  S p e c i a l  O r d e r s .  Any s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  t h a t  

h a s  b e e n  made a  s p e c i a l  o r d e r  f o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  d a y ,  b u t  which  i s  

n o t  r e a c h e d  on t h a t  d a y ,  s h a l l  t h e n  come u p  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

u n d e r  t h e  o r d e r  o f  " u n f i n i s h e d  b u s i n e s s "  a t  t h e  n e x t  s u c c e e d i n g  

s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n .  
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58. R e a d i n g .  When t h e  r e a d i n g  o f  a  p a p e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  

t h e  j o u r n a l ,  i s  c a l l e d  f o r  and an o b j e c t i o n  i s  r a i s e d  t o  s u c h  

r e a d i n g ,  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n ,  by a  m a j o r i t y  v o t e  o f  d e l e g a t e s  p r e s e n t  

and v o t i n g ,  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  w i t h o u t  d e b a t e  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  

p a p e r  s h a l l  b e  r e a d .  

59. P r e s e n t a t i o n  and Endorsement  o f  P e t i t i o n s .  

P e t i t i o n s  r e c e i v e d  by a n  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  o r  by any 

d e l e g a t e  may b e  i n i t i a l e d  by t h e  r e c i p i e n t  and handed  d i r e c t l y  t o  

t h e  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  t h a t  h a s  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  o f  t h e  

p e t i t i o n  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  The c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ,  on 

b e h a l f  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n ,  s h a l l  g i v e  a p p r o p r i a t e  n o t i c e  of  t h e  

r e c e i p t  of  t h e  p e t i t i o n .  

60. C a l l s  o f  C o n v e n t i o n  - - Ayes and Nays. Upon c a l l s  

o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n ,  and i n  t a k i n g  t h e  a y e s  and n a y s  upon t h e  

q u e s t i o n ,  t h e  names o f  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  s h a l l  be  c a l l e d  

a l p h a b e t i c a l l y .  

61. P u t t i n g  t h e  Q u e s t i o n .  The p r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  p u t  a l l  

q u e s t i o n s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n  t h i s  fo rm:  "As  many a s  a r e  i n  f a v o r  

of  ( a s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  may b e )  s a y  ' a y e '  "; and a f t e r  t h e  

a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  i s  e x p r e s s e d ,  " a s  many a s  a r e  opposed  s a y  

' n a y ' . "  I f  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  i s  i n  d o u b t  a s  t o  t h e  v o t e ,  he  may 

o r d e r  a  r o l l  c a l l  v o t e  of  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n .  

A r o l l  c a l l  v o t e  of  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  may b e  had  upon t h e  

demand of ( @ d e l e g a t e s .  
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62.  R e c o g n i t i o n  During R o l l  C a l l .  A f t e r  a  q u e s t i o n  h a s  

been  s t a t e d  by t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  and t h e  c a l l  o f  t h e  r o l l  h a s  been  

s t a r t e d  by t h e  s e c r e t a r y ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  n o t  r e c o g n i z e  a  

d e l e g a t e  f o r  any p u r p o s e  e x c e p t  upon p o i n t s  of o r d e r ,  u n t i l  a f t e r  

t h e  announcement of  t h e  v o t e .  The s e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  e n t e r  upon t h e  

j o u r n a l  t h e  names of t h o s e  v o t i n g  "aye" and t h e  names of t h o s e  

v o t i n g  "nay." 

6 3 .  R o l l  C a l l .  A t  t h e  r o l l  c a l l  t o  be  t a k e n  a t  t h e  

o p e n i n g  of  each  s e s s i o n  and upon c a l l s  of t h e  Conven t ion ,  t h e  

names of t h e  members s h a l l  be  c a l l e d  by t h e  s e c r e t a r y  and t h e  

a b s e n t e e s  n o t e d .  

64.  Appea ls .  ( a )  On a l l  a p p e a l s  from d e c i s i o n s  of t h e  

c h a i r ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  s h a l l  be " S h a l l  t h e  r u l i n g  of  t h e  c h a i r  s t a n d  

a s  t h e  judgment of t h e  Convent ion?" .  

( b )  No d e l e g a t e  s h a l l  s p e a k  on t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  an a p p e a l  

more t h a n  once  w i t h o u t  l e a v e  of t h e  Convent ion .  

( c )  An a p p e a l  may b e  l a i d  on t h e  t a b l e  b u t  s h a l l  n o t  

c a r r y  w i t h  i t  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  b e f o r e  t h e  Conven t ion  a t  t h e  

t i m e  such  a p p e a l  i s  t a k e n .  

65.  When R o b e r t ' s  R u l e s  of Order  t o  Govern. I n  a l l  
-- 

c a s e s  n o t  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e s e  R u l e s ,  R o b e r t ' s  R u l e s  of  

Order  s h a l l  g o v e r n .  



66. P r o c e d u r e s  f o r  Tempora ry  A l t e r n a t i v e ,  S u s p e n s i o n  o r  

R e c i s s i o n  o f  R u l e s .  ( a )  A R u l e  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  s h a l l  n o t  b e  

t e m p o r a r i l y  a l t e r e d ,  s u s p e n d e d  o r  r e s c i n d e d  u n l e s s  o n e  C o n v e n t i o n  

d a y ' s  n o t i c e  s h a l l  b e  g i v e n  o f  t h e  m o t i o n  t h e r e f o r ;  p r o v i d e d ,  

h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  s u c h  n o t i c e  s h a l l  n o t  b e  n e c e s s a r y  o f  t h e  l a s t  d a y  

o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n .  

( b )  A s i m p l e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  p r e s e n t  and v o t i n g  

s h a l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  e f f e c t  s u c h  a l t e r a t i o n ,  s u s p e n s i o n  o r  

r e c i s s i o n .  

( c )  The n o t i c e  and t h e  m o t i o n  s h a l l  e a c h  s p e c i f y  t h e  

o b j e c t  o f  t h e  t e m p o r a r y  a l t e r a t i o n ,  s u s p e n s i o n  o r  r e c i s s i o n ,  and 

i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  s u c h  m o t i o n ,  i t  s h a l l  b e  h e l d  t o  

a p p l y  o n l y  t o  t h e  o b j e c t  s p e c i f i e d  t h e r e i n .  

( d )  S u c h  n o t i c e  s h a l l  b e  g i v e n  and s u c h  m o t i o n  made u n d e r  

t h e  o r d e r  o f  b u s i n e s s  i n  which  t h e  l a t t e r  p r o p o s e d  t o  b e  a f f e c t e d  

by s u c h  a l t e r a t i o n ,  s u s p e n s i o n  o r  r e c i s s i o n  s t a n d s .  

67.  Temporary  A l t e r a t i o n ,  S u s p e n s i o n  o r  R e c i s s i o n  o f  

R u l e s .  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  R u l e  6 6 ,  a R u l e  o f  t h e  - 
C o n v e n t i o n  may b e  t e m p o r a r i l y  a l t e r e d ,  s u s p e n d e d  o r  r e s c i n d e d  by 

unanimous c o n s e n t .  



68 .  N o t i c e  and  Vote  Conce rn ing  Amendment of R u l e s .  

( a )  A mot ion  t o  amend a  R u l e  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  s h a l l  n o t  be  made 

on l e s s  t h a n  f i v e  ( 5 )  C o n v e n t i o n  d a y s 1  n o t i c e .  

( b )  A s i m p l e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  p r e s e n t  and v o t i n g  

s h a l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  e f f e c t  s u c h  amendment. 

69. Language.  E n g l i s h ,  Chamorro o r  C a r o l i n i a n  may b e  

u sed  i n  any p r o c e e d i n g  o f  t h e  Conven t i on  o r  i n  any Commit tee ,  

e x c e p t  t h a t  any  w r i t t e n  s u b m i s s i o n  o r  p r o p o s a l  s h a l l  be  i n  

E n g l i s h .  

70. N o t i f i c a t i o n  . Upon c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n ' s  
* 

work,  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  s h a l l  t r a n s m i t  c o p i e s  o f  a l l  p roposed  

amendments a d o p t e d  by t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  t o  t h e  Gove rno r ,  t h e  

P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S e n a t e ,  and t h e  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  House o f  

R e p s r e s e t a t i v e s .  P roposed  amendments a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  

s h a l l  b e  a c c u r a t e l y  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  t h e  C a r o l i n i a n  and  Chamorro 

l a n g u a g e s .  

71. P l a c e  of  M e e t i n g s .  The C o n v e n t i o n  and t h e  

Commit tee  o f  t h e  Whole s h a l l  meet o n l y  i n  S a i p a n .  

72. R a d i o  and T e l e v i s i o n  Coverage .  L i v e  r a d i o  and 

t e l e v i s i o n  c o v e r a g e  o f  a l l  s e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  and t h e  

Commit tee  o f  t h e  Whole s h a l l  be  p e r m i t t e d .  The o t h e r  c o m m i t t e e s  

s h a l l  have  d i s c r e t i o n  t o  a l l o w  s u c h  c o v e r a g e .  



73. Powers  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n .  

( a )  The P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  o r  t h e  Chairman 

o f  any d u l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  Commit tee  t h e r e o f ,  may i s s u e  

s u b p o e n a s  r e q u i r i n g  t h e  a t t e n d a n c e  o f  w i t n e s s e s  and 

s u b p o e n a s  d u c e s  tecum r e q u i r i n g  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  b o o k s ,  

d o c u m e n t s ,  o r  o t h e r  e v i d e n c e ,  i n  any  m a t t e r  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  

work and d u t i e s  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n .  

( 1 )  Any s u b p o e n a  o r  o t h e r  p r o c e s s  i s s u e d  u n d e r  

t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  s h a l l  r u n  i n  t h e  name 

o f  t h e  Government o f  t h e  Commonwealth o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  

M a r i a n a  I s l a n d s .  The s u b p o e n a  o r  o t h e r  p r o c e s s  s h a l l  

b e  s i g n e d  by t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o r  C h a i r m a n ,  a s  t h e  c a s e  

may b e ,  s h a l l  c o n t a i n  a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  

and s h a l l  s e t  f o r t h  i n  g e n e r a l  terms t h e  m a t t e r  o r  

q u e s t i o n s  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  w h i c h  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  o r  o t h e r  e v i d e n c e  

i s  t o  b e  t a k e n .  

( 2 )  Any o f f i c e r  t o  whom s u c h  p r o c e s s  i s  d i r e c t e d ,  

s h a l l  f o r t h w i t h  s e r v e  o r  e x e c u t e  t h e  same upon 

d e l i v e r y  t o  h im,  w i t h o u t  c h a r g e  o r  c o m p e n s a t i o n ;  

p r o v i d e d ,  t h a t  any o f f i c e r  s e v i n g  o r  e x e c u t i n g  s u c h  

s u b p o e n a  o r  o t h e r  p r o c e s s  s h a l l  b e  c o m p e n s a t e d  f o r  

a c t u a l  e x p e n s e s ,  i f  a n y .  

( b )  The  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  o r  t h e  Chairman 

o f  any  d u l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  Commit tee  t h e r o k ,  may a d m i n i s t e r  ," 
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an  o a t h  o r  a f f i r m a t i o n  t o  a  w i t n e s s  i n  any m a t t e r  u n d e r  

e x a m i n a t i o n  by t h e  C o n v e n t i o n .  

( c )  Any p e r s o n  who: 

( 1 )  f a i l s  o r  r e f u s e s  t o  a n s w e r  any  r e l e v a n t  q u e s t i o n  

o r  f a i l s  o r  r e f u s e s  t o  f u r n i s h  a n y  r e l e v a n t  book ,  

p a p e r ,  o r  o t h e r  ducument  s u b p o e n a e d ;  o r  

( 3 )  e x h i b i t s  d i s r e s p e c t  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  o r  a  

c o m m i t t e e  t h e r e o f  b y  k n o w i n g l y  a n d  w i l f u l l y  

i n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  

C o n v e n t i o n  o r  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  b y  o p e n  d e f i a n c e  of  an  

o r d e r  i n  o r  n e a r  t h e  m e e t i n g  p l a c e  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  

o r  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ,  by d i s t u r b i n g  t h e  p e a c e  i n  o r  n e a r  

t h e  m e e t i n g  p l a c e ,  b y  i n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  a n  o f f i c e r  o f  

t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  o r  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  i n  t h e  l a w f u l  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  h i s  

o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s ,  o r  b y  u n l a w f u l l y  d e t a i n i n g  o r  t h r e ~ f e n i n g  any  

w i t n e s s  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  o r  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h a t  

p e r s o n ' s  d u t y  a s  a  w i t n e s s ;  

s h a l l  b e  i n  c o n t e m p t ,  a n d  upon c o n v i c t i o n  t h e r e o f  

s h a l l  b e  f i n e d  n o t  more t h a n  one  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  

( $ 1 , 0 0 0 )  o r  i m p r i s o n e d  f o r  n o t  more t h a n  o n e  y e a r ,  o r  

b o t h .  I n  any  i n s t a n c e s  o f  t h e  a l l e g e d  c o n t e m p t ,  t h e  

P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  s h a l l  c e r t i f y  a  s t a t e m e n t  

o f  t h e  c o n t e m p t  t o  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  

Commonwealth o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a  I s l a n d s  who 
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s h a l l  p r o s e c u t e  t h e  o f f e n d e r  i n  t h e  Commonwealth T r i a l  C o u r t .  

( d )  ~ f h e  o f f i c e r s  and emp loyees  of  t h e  Government of  

t h e  Commonwealth o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar i ana  I s l a n d s  s h a l l  

c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  o r  any c o m m i t t e e  t h e r o f  and 

f u r n i s h  t o  i t  o r  t o  i t s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s u c h  i n f o r m a t i o n  

a s  may b e  c a l l e d  f o r  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  

t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  o r  i t s  c o m m i t t e e s .  


