
SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS - 
CONSTITUTIONN, CONVENTION, 19 0.5 . - 

DELEGATE PROPOSAL NO. 76-85 
COHH I TTEE DRAFT 'I 

: It PROPOSAL 

To amend Section '2(a) of Article XVIII of the Constitution of 
the Northern Marianas, relating to Constitutional Convention. . 

1 . Section 1. Section ?(a) of Article W I I I  of the Northern 

2 Marianas Constitutign is hereby amended to read as .follows: 

4 . :  a The legislature; by the affirmative vote of 

1 .  
5 - a majority of the members of each house, may submit 

6 to the voters the question, Ishall there be a constitu- 

7 tional convention to propose amendments to the-consti- 
. . 

8 tution?' The legislature, or the governor in the event 

9 . the legielature fails to act, shall submit this question 

10 to the.voters at a regular general election no later 

; than dCltPi4 ten after the m x e - d a h ?  nf lmnrrd 11 - 

12 I ! - 
! 13 aa provided by law: An act of the legislature under this 

. . 
I 

14 subsection may not.be vetoed by the goverhor." 

L 

15 

I 
/dl,,$/ . , 16 Dated: Offered by: - / s /  PAUL A. HANGLONA 

Delegab Paul A. Manglona 

B 

/i/ ANI.C.ET0 H. HUNDO 
A Delegate Aniceto H. Mundo 

1 5 1  v ICENTE M .  CALVO 
Delegate Vicente M. Calvo 

/ 5 /  RITA H .    NOS 
,Delegate Rita H. Inos 



I f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  does n o t  p ropose  t h i s  amendment, i t  i s  my 

vie-w t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  wou ld  s t l i  i h a v e ' t h e  power t o  ask t h e  

v o t e r s  i f  t h e r e  shouCd be a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n v e n t l o n ,  a t  any t l m e  

It f e l t  a  c o n v e n t i o n  was needed. The f i r s t  sen tence  o f  S e c t i o n  

2 ( a )  r e a d s  "The l e g i s l a t u r e ,  by t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  a  m a j o r i t y  

o f  t h e  members o f  each house, may s u b m i t  t o  t h e  v o t e r s  t h e  

q u e s t i o n ,  " S h a l l  t h e r e  be a c o n s t l t u t l o n a l  c o n v e n t l o n  t o  p ropose  

amendments t o - t h e  C o n s t l t ~ t i o n ? ~ ~  The C o n v e n t i o n  may 'w l sh  t o  r e q u e s t  
. '., 

a  l e g a l  o p i p i o n  t o i c o n f i r m  t h i s  v iew. I n  a d d l t l o n ,  t h e  v o t e r s  

c o u l d  demand a  c o n s . ~ i t u t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n  p u r s u a n t  t o  A r t i c l e  X V I I I ,  

S e c t i o n  2 ( a ) ,  by  p o p u l a r  i n i t i a t i v e .  

.Consequent ly,  t h e r e  I s  some q u e s t i o n  as t o  whe ther  we need t o  

p ropose  t h i s  amendment. T h i s  amendment would. r e q u i r e  t h a t  t h e  

v o t e r s  10 y e a r s  . f rom now be asked I f  t h e y  want  ano.ther 

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n v e n t l o n .  The v o t e r s  wou ld  p r o b a b l y  v o t e  

because some would . rea l  l y  want  a  c o n v e n t i o n ,  some would t h i n k  " i t s  

ok, why not?l1,  a few wou ld  be  a g a i n s t  It, and many w o u l d n t t  c a r e  

and w o u l d n l t  v o t e  o n  t h e  q u e s t  ion .  

So t h e r e  would p r o b a b l y  be  a n o t h e r  c o n s t i t u t l o ~ a l  c o n v e n t i o n  

10 y e a r s  f r om  now, T h i s  does have t h e  advan tage  o f  r e g u l a r ,  

concea t r .a ted  r e v  iew o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  q u e s t  i o n  ' i s  I 1 W  I I I 

we need a n o t h e r  c o n s t  i t u t  l o n a l  c o n v e n t l o n  I n  10 years?." I be1 i e v e  

t h e  7 yea r  r e q u i r e m e n t  was p u t  l r j  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o n s t l t u . t l b n  I n  



o r d e r  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  v o t e r s  had a  c h a n c e  t o  e v a l u a t e . o u r  new 

c o n s t l t u t l o n ' a f t e r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  and d e c i d e  i f  we 

need-ed a  c o n s t l t u t l o n a l  c o n v e n t l o n  t o  d o  a  . c o m p l e t e  s t u d y  and make 

c h a n g e s  and improvement 's ,  i f  needed.  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  t h e  same need 

w i I 1 e x  1 s t  a f t e r  ti-I i s  C o n v e n t  I o n .  Bas 1ca.l l y, we h a v e  a  good  

c o n s t l t u t l o n ,  o n e  t h a t ' s h o u l d ,  s t a n d  t h e  t e s t  o f  t i m e  we1 I. 

I f  we d o  w a n t  t h e  v o t e r s  t o  b e  asked,  o n  a  r e g u l a r  b a s i s ,  

w h e t h e r  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  a c o n s t l t u t l o n a l  c o n v e n t l o n ,  I w o u l d  

s u g g e s t  t h a t  we c h a n g e  t h i s  r e c o m e n d a t l o n  s o  t h e y  a r e  a s k e d  e v e r y  

10 o r  .12 o r  15:- y e a r s .  Te:n y e a r s  may b e  t o o .  s h o r t ,  f i f t e e n  may b e  
? .  

b e t t e r .  So I f  we p r o c e e d  w l t h  t h i s  p r o p o s e d  amendment, I w o u l d  

recomend  c h a n g i n g  t h l s  s o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s  s u b m i t t o t l  t o  t h e  v o t e r s  

a t  " t h e  f - l r s t  r e g u l a r  g e n e r a l  e l e c t l o n  t w e l v e  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  

q u e s t i o n  was l a s t  s u b m i ' t t e d  t o  t h e  v o t e r s  . . .It I am a l s o  n o t  

c e r t a i n  o f  t h e  s l g n i f l c a n c e  o r  p u r p o s e  o f  t h o  p h r a s e  I t a n d  a s  



DELEGATE PROPOSAL NC). 76-85 
COMM l TTEE DRAFT ' I  

SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 190.5 

t W PROPOSAL 

To amend Section '2(a) of Article XVIII of the constitution of 
the Northern Marianas, relating to Constitutional Convention. . 

BE IT ADOPTED BY TIIE SECOND 'CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION : 
, .. . 

. Section 1. Section 2(a) of Article XVXII of the Northern 

Marianas Constitutign is hereby amended to read as .follows: 

"Section 2: CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. 

?a) The legislature; by the affirmative vote of 

. a majority of the members of each house, may submit 

to the voters the question, 'Shall there be a constitu- 

tional convention to propose amendments to the-consti- 
' . 

tution?' The legislature, or the governor in the event 

. the legislature fails to act, shall submit this question 

to themvoters at a regular general election no later 

; than dd3Cd ten - years after the -ve d a - w  - p , ,  
- ' n and . . 

as provided by law. An act of the legislature undel: this 

subsection may not be vetoed by the goverhor." , 
I 
1 

Dated: Offered by: -/s/ PAUL A.  MANGLONA 
Delegate Paul A. Manglona 

/ 5 /  ANIC.ET0 H.  MUNDO 
Delegate Aniceto H. Mundo 

/ s /  V I C E N T E  M. CALVO 
Delegate Vicente M. Calvo 

/ s /  R I T A  H.  NOS 
,Delegate ~ i t g  H. Inos 



I f  t h e  C o n v e n t l o n  d o e s  n o t  p r o p o s e  t h i s  amendment, I t  I s  my 

v1e.w t h a t  t h e  legislature w o u l d  s t 1  l 1 h a v e s t h e  power  t o  ask  t h e  

v o t e r s  I f  t h e r e  s h o u ~ d  b e  a  c o n s t l t u t l o n a l  c o n v e n t l o n ,  a t  a n y  t i m e  

I t  f e l t  a  c o n v e n t l o n  was needed.  The f i r s t  s e n t e n c e  o f  S o c t l o n  

Z ( a )  r e a d s  " T h e  legislature, b y  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  a  m a j o r i t y  

o f  t h e  members o f  e a c h  hou,se, may s u b m l t  t o  t h e  v o t e r s  t h e  

q u e s t i o n ,  I1Sha l  1 t h e r e  b e  a c o n s t l t u t l o n a l  c o n v e n t  I o n  t o  p r o p o s e  

amendments t o  t h e  C o n s t l t u t l o n ? ~  The C o n v e n t l o n  m a y ' w l s h  t o  r e q u e s t  

a  l e g a l  o p l p l o n  t o  c o n f  l r m  t h l s  v l e w .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  v o t e r s  

c o u l d  demand a c o n s . - f l t u t l o n a l  c o n v e n t l o n  p u r s u a n t  t o  A r t l c l e  X V I I I ,  

S e c t l o n  2 ( a ) ,  b y  p o p u l a r  I n l t l a t l v e .  

. C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e r e  I s  some q u e s t , l o n  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  we need t o  

p r o p o s e  t h i s  amendment. T h l s  amendment wou ld .  r e q u i r e  t h a t  t h e  

v o t e r s  10 y e a r s  . f r o m  now b e  a s k e d  I f  t h e y  w a n t  anor the r  

c o n s t  1 t u t  l o n a  l c o n v e n t  Ion .  The v o t e r s  w o u l d  p r o b a b  1 y  v o t e  tlyesll 

b e c a u s e  some w o u l d  . r e a l  l y  w a n t  a  c o n v e n t l o n ,  some wo-uld t h i n k  I t s  

ok, why n o t ? " ,  a few w o u l d  b e  a g a i n s t  I t ,  and many w o u l d n ' t  c a r e  

and w o u l d n ' t  v o t e  o n  t h e  q u e s t l o n .  

So t h e r e  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  b e  a n o t h e r  c o n s t l t u t l o n a l  c o n v e n t l o n  

10 y e a r s  f r o m  now, T h l s  d o e s  h a v e  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  r e g u l a r ,  

c o n c e ~ t r ' a t e d  r e v  lew o f  t h e  c o n s t  i t u t  Ion,  b u t  t h e  q u e s t  I o n  ' I s  I 1 W  I I I 

we need  a n o t h e r  c o n s t l t u t l o n a l  c o n v e n t l o n  I n  10 y e a r s ? , "  I b e l l e v e  

t h e  7 y e a r  r e q u i r e m e n t  was p u t  I q  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o n s t l t u . t l ' o n  I n  



o r d e r  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  ' v o t e r s  had a  c h a n c e  t o  e v a l u a t e . o u r  new 

c o n s t l t u t l o n ' a f t e r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  and d e c i d e  I f  we 

need-ed a  c o n s t  l t u t  l o n a l  c o n v e n t l o n  t o  d o  a  . c o m p l e t e  s t u d y  and  make 

c h a n g e s  and Improvement 's ,  I f  needed.  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  t h e  same need 

w l I 1 e x l s t  a f t e r  t h l s  C o n v e n t l o n .  B a s l c a . l  I y, we h a v e  a  g o o d  

c o n s t l t u t l o n ,  o n e  t h a t ' s h o u l d ,  s t a n d  t h e  t e s t  o f  t i m e  w e l l .  

I f  we d o  w a n t  t h e  v o t e r s  t o  b e  asked,  o n  a  r e g u l a r  b a s l s ,  

w h e t h e r  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  a c o n s t l t u t l o n a l  c o n v e n t l o n ,  I w o u l d  

s u g g e s t  t h a t  we c h a n g e  t h i s  r e c o m e n d a t l o n  s o  t h e y  a r e  a s k e d  e v e r y  

10. o r  .I2 o r  1 5  y e a r s .  Ten  y e a r s  may b e  t 6 0  i h o r t ,  f  1 f t e e n  may b e  

b e t t e r .  So I f  we p r o c e e d  w l t h  t h l s  p r o p o s e d  amendment, I w o u l d  

recornend c h a n g i n g  t h l s  s o  t h e  q u e s t l o n  I s  s u b m l t t o d  t o  t h e  v o t e r s  

a t  I t t h e  f - l r s t  r e g u l a r  g e n e r a l  e l e c t l o n  t w e l v e  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  

q u e s t l o n  was l a s t  s u b m l ' t t e d  t o  t h e  v o t e r s  . . .I1 I am a l s o  n o t  

c e r t a l n  o f  t h e  s l g n l f  l c a n c e  o r  p u r p o s e  o f  t h o  p h r a s e  " a n d  a s  

p r o v i d e d  b y  law.11 


