
Second C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convent ion 
Sai  pan, Nor thern  Marianas 

Delegate Proposal  No. / 2 2 -83 

A Proposal 

To e s t a b l i s h  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  Crime V i c t ims .  

BE I T  PROPOSED t h a t  A r t i c l e  I o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  i s  h~ereby amended as 
f o l l  ows : 

S e c t i o n  4. (C r im ina l  P r o t e c t i o n )  i s  repea led  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y  and i s  

r ep laced  by a  new Sec t i qn  4 p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

( a )  The v i c t i m  o f  a  c r ime  has t h e  r i g h t  t o  f i n a n c i a l  compensation 

and o t h e r  t ypes  o f  r e s t i t u t i o n  under law o r  decreed by  a  j u d g e . f o r  s u f f e r i n g s  

and damage r e s u l t i n g  f rom a  cr ime. Such compensation s h a l l  be made a v a i l a b l e  

w i t h o u t  undue de lay .  

, ( b )  A17 f i n e s  s h a l l  be depos i ted  i n  a  s p e c i a l  fund t o  admin is te red  

by t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  Finance f o r  t h e  purpose o f  pay ing  o u t  monetary compensation 

t o  t h e  v i c t i m s  of  cr ime.  The governor  i s  au tho r i zed  and empowered t o  m a i n t a i n  

t h e  Spec ia l  Fund a t  t h e  l e v e l  o f  $500,000 every. q u a r t e r  w i t h  funds f rom t h e  

genera l  revenues. 

( c )  The v i c t i m  o f  a  'cr ime has the, ,  r i g h t  t o  seek and o b t a i n  f b r t h e r  

compensation f rom t h e  p e r p e t r a t o r  o f  a  c r ime  a t  any t ime.  

( d )  I n  enac t i ng  c r i m i n a l  s t a t u t e s ,  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  g i v e  

p r i o r i t y  t o  t h e  r i g h t s  and needs o f  c r ime v i c t i m s  ove r  those o f  c r i m i n a l s .  

(e)  A l l  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  Cour t  a re  d i r e c t e d  t o  be m i n d f u l  o f  t h e  

r i g h t s  and needs o f  t h e  v i c t i m s  o f  c r ime  i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e i r  d u t i e s  and 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  
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