
SECOND COIqSTITU IOYAL COXVENTION, 1 985 
SAIPAN, COMMONW ALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIABA ISLANDS 

1 A PROPOSAL 

To amend s e c t i o  8 of a r t i c l e  111 of t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  
Nor the rn  Marian t5Xslands r e l e v a n t  t o  Temporary Absence o r  
D i s a b i l i t y  o f - t  e  flovernor.  

BE I T  ENACTED B$ THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL COTVJEITTIOB : 

S e c t i o n  8: Ten o r a r y  Absence o r  D i s a b i l i t y  o f  Governor. 

a )  When t h e  go e r n o r  i s  t e m p o r a r i l y  a b s e n t  from t h e  common- 

w e a l t h  o r  menta l y  and p h y s i c a l l y  d i s a b l e d  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  I 
governor  s h a l l  e  t h e  a c t i n g  governor ,  i f  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  

governor  i s  a l s  a-bsent ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  s e n a t e  s h a l l  be 

t h e  a c t i n g  gove nor .  I f  a l l  above t h r e e  p e r s o n s  were a b s e n t  r 
o r  u n a v a i l a b l e  t h e  s p e a k e r  of t h e  house  s h a l l  be t h e  a c t i n g  

governor.  r b )  If t h e  p e r s  n  n e x t  i n  s u c c e s s i o n  t o  t h e  governor  has  

r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e  e  t h a t  t h e  governor  i s  unab le  t o  d i s c h a r g e  t h e  

power and d u t i e  of s a i d  o f f i c e ,  t h a t  pe r son  s h a l l  f i l e  p e t i t i o n  1 
t o  d e c l a r e  a  va  ancy w i t h  t h e  commonwealth a p p e a l s  c o u r t  o r  

t h e  Uni ted  S t a t  s D i s t r i c t  Court .  

c )  The m u r t  h s o r i g i n a l  and e x c l u s i v e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  I 
d e t e r m i n e  a l l  q j e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  d e g r e e  and p r o g n o s i s  o f  

d i s a b i l i t y  o f  t i e  governor  and t h e  e x i s t a n c e  o f  a  vacancy i n  

t h e  o f f i c e  of t d e  governor .  

June 24, 1985 a i p a t  


