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SECOND NORTHER* MARIANAS CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 

HOUSE OF TAGA 
SAIPAN, CM 96950 

MEMORANDUM Date: June 24, 1985 

Legal opinion NO. 6 

. *  .. TO r Attorney Gejeral . . 
From : Chairman. &)mi ttee on ~ ~ & m i z a t i o n  and Procedures 

-Subject : Request for  Legal Opinion - Interpretat ion o f  k s t i o n  lg(b) 
o f  Publ i c  Llmj 4-30 -. V 

Section 19(b) o f  Publ i c  Ljkw 4-30 provides tha; "the Legislature may . . . 
,adopt a j o i n t  resolution concurring .with the proposed amendment . . . ." The I question has been raised ,as t o  what happens ' i f  the Legislature does riot take 
such act ion on the -propoded amendment and what i s  the af fect  of such action 
If taken, 

Please issue a legal opi$ion to respond t o  the question raised and c l a r i f y .  
the Issues. 

L- HERMAN T, GUERRERO 

. ' -  A 



MARIANA~ COMMONWEALTH LEGISLAW 
P.O. Box 586 

Wpan, Ma- Wands 96950 

Memorandum: 

To: President 6 Deqegates of  the Constitutional Conuentiom 

From: House c f  ~e)res;ntati~es, Legal Counsel's Offlee 

. Subject: ' Meanida and leqal sianificance of Section '1Qlbm 
Public Law 4-30. 

Law 4-30 allows the Commonwealtlr Legislature . 
tion eoncumng with any amendmemt to  the 
by the Conuention. Thls requims that three- 

fourths'of the o f  each house present and uoting adopt such a 
regolution. If ture takes such action, the endorred ' -- 

fl amendment is t as though it were an amendment to the 
'legislatiue initiatiuem. The adumatage to this 

endorsement is  on by the u o t e n  only r e q u i m  approual by 
art. Whereas, if the legiciature &es not take 
ent proposed by the Conuention mill require a a 

t as well as two-thirds o f  the votes cast in 
tticts. [See ~ r t l c l e  HUI I I, Seetim 5(b), . 

. .  

Thus the Constit tion currently prouides that the ratification procedure 
wi l l  be less stre uous for  a constitutional amendment that  has been 

. proposed by ' I~gislatiue ? initiatiue". Section 19(bl of Publk Law 4-30 
merely allows ad amendment proposed by the Conventioh to  be 
transformed intd one proposed by legislative initiative if the.legislature 
adopts a joint re/solutlon endorsing the amendment by the required . 
majority in each: house. 

TIMOTHY H. BELL 
Deputy Chief Le June 27.1 985 


