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The P e r s o n z l  R igh t s /~Na tu ra l  Resources  Committee h z s  r equ2s t ed  1-r-2 

t o  p r o v i d e  u s  w i t h  an  o p i n i o n  whe ther  o r  n o t  t h e  fo l l owing  prov:- 
s i o n s  a r e  covered  by t h e  p r e s e n t  language i n  t h e  CNPII C o n s t i t u t i ~ n  
o r  Covenant: 

"The p r i v i l e g e  o f  t h e  w r i t  o f  habeas  c o r p u s  s h a l l  n o t  be  
- s u s ~ e n d e d  u n l e s s  when i n  c a s e  of  r e b e l l i o n  or i n v a s i o n  t h e  

p u b l i c  s a f e t y  may r e q u i r e , "  

" N o  T i t l e  o f  N q b i l i t y  s h a l l  b e  g r a n t e d  by t h e  government cf 
t h e  CNbII and no pe r son  h o l d i n g  any o f f i c e  o f  p r o f i t  or t r u s r  
unde r  them s h a l l  w i t h o u t  t h e  c o n s e n t  of t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
a c c e p t  o f  any p r e s e n t ,  emolument, o f f i c e ,  or t i t l e  o f  any 
k i n d  whatever ,  from any k i n g ,  p r i n c e  or f o r e i g n  c o u n t r y , "  

cc: P r e s i d e n t ,  2nd CNMI Con-Con 
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED: Is the following provision covered by the 
present languagei in the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 

P 
Islands Constitution or Covenant? 

The privilqge of the writ of habeas corpus shall not 
be suspendkd unless when in case of rebellion or 
invasion tHe public safety may require. 

ANSkER: Yes. 

DISCUSSION: Article V, Section 501 of the Covenant provides 
that Article I, Section 9, Clause 2, of the United States 
Constitution is applicable within the Northern Mariana Islsnds. 

Article I, Sectdon 9, Clause 2 of the United States Constitu- 
tion provides: 

2. The prtvilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall 
not be sudpended, unless when in cases of rebellion 
or invasioh the public safety csn require it. 

COP3'IENT: This language is elmost identical to the proposed 
amendment to the Commoriwcalth of the Northern Kariana Islands 
Constitution. No further rights than now exist would be gained 
by amending the Constitution to add the above. However, there 
is no prohibitlo~ or conflict by doing so. 
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QUESTIOR PRESENl!ED: Is the following provision covered by the 
present 1snguagd in the Comonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands Constitqtion or Covenant? 

No title 0% nobility shall be granted by the govern- 
ment of t$e Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands add no person or trust under them shall 
without thie consent of the Legislature accept any 
emolument, office or title of any. kind whatever, 
from any king, prime or foreign country. 

ANSWER: Xo. 

DISCUSSION: A bimilar section to the proposed amendment of the 
Connnonwealth of the Northern Pariana Islands Constitution is 
found in Articlk I, Section 9, Clause 8 of the United States 
Constitution. bection 9 of the latter Constitution places 
limitetions on khe United States federal government. Clause 8 
prohibits the frederal government from granting a title of 
nobility, and n person holding a federal office shall accept P any present, sa ary, office, or title from a king, prince or 
foreign state wlithout the consent of Congress. Article I, 
Section 9 is vaewed by the Supreme Court as specific con- 
straints on Unilted States congressional power. 

The Covenant maikes Article I, Section 9, Clause 8 of the Ccited 
States Constitdtion applicable within the Commonwealth. 
However, this aonstraint on congressional power would not 
prohibit the C~mnorrwealth from granting titles of nobility and 
its officers fdom receiving gifts, salzries, titles or offices 
from Foreign powers. 

AS sdbtant At toiney General 


