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OFFICEOF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

5 T H  FLOOR. NAURU BUILDING 

SAIPAN. C M  9 6 9 5 0  

PHONE: 6207.711 1 

REXFORD C KOSACK 

,%T;OaNEY SEhradl. 

TO : Chairnan, Cormittee on G~vernment2: 
I n s t i t u t i o n s  

CATE: 6-25-85 

FROPL : Legal Counsel 

RE : Executive Ass is tznt  f o r  Carol inian Affa i rs  
Opinion No. 16 

You have asked f o r  our comments on a proposal requi r ing  t h a t  t h e  
sa la ry  of the  Executive Ass i s t an t  f o r  Carolinian Affa i rs  be equal t o  
the  annual s a l a ry  of each department d i rec to r .  

We express no opinion a s  t o  what s t a t u r e  the  Executive Ass i s t an t  
should have i n  government. The delegates  must decide whether t h i s  
~ o s i t i o n  should be of eaual  s t a t u r e  with department d i r ec to r s .  If 
it should, then i t  i s  important t o  recognize t h a t  a change i n  s a l a r y  
w i l l  provide l i t t l e  increase  i n  d ign i t y  o r  e f f ec t i ve  voice i n  

Those goals  r equ i r e  a - res t ruc tu r i cg  of t h e  powers and 
du t i e s  of the Executive Ass i s t an t .  

We bel ieve  t he r e  i s  3 problem i n  ty ing  the s a l a ry  of the  Executive 
Assis tant  t o  those of department d i r ec to r s .  There i s  no cons t i tu -  
t i o n a l  requirement t h a t  a l l  department d i r ec to r s  rece ive  t he  sane 
sa la ry .  A11 t h a t  l e g a l l y  requr ies  t h a t  r e s u l t  i s  sec t ion  6 (e )  of 
Public Law No. 4-32; b u t ,  t h a t  law can be amended o r  repealed a t  any 
time. A s  soon a s  t h e  law 5-s amended t o  e s t ab l i sh  d i f f e r e n t  s a l a r i e s  
f o r  s few o r  a l l  of the  d i r e c t o r s ,  then t he  cons t i t u t i ona l  provis ion  
w i l l  have no meaning. The Executive Ass is tant  s h a l l  r ece ive  a 
sa la ry  equal t o  which d i r e c t o r ?  The only so lu t ion  would be t o  
choose a p a r t i c u m i r e c t o r  o r  s t a t e  an objec t ive  measure, such a s ,  
the  "highest paid director" .  It was only as  recent  a s  Apr i l  1 ,  1985 
t h a t  the  s a l a r i e s  were -standardized; i n  f a c t ,  because sec t ion  13(a )  
grandfathers present  s a l a r i e s ,  t h e  departaent d i r ec to r s  do not 
present ly receive untform s a l a r t e s .  Therefore, the  proposed anend- 
ment w i l l  not  have any meaning i f  it goes i n t o  e f f e c t  p resen t ly .  

We would be happy t o  discuss t h i s  matter  f u r t he r  with the  cormit tee.  
'-\ 

C .  KOSACK 

cc: President ,  Second Cons t i tu t iona l  Convention 


