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LUIS n. Limes The func t i on  o f  the Legal Counsel i s  to :  
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(1) Render l ega l  op in ions  on p o s s i b l e  c o n f l i c t s  
Fel lcldad T. Ogunoro be tween proposed amendments and the Covenant 
Karl T. Reyes 
Joaquin A. Tenorlo 

o r  a p p l i c a b l e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  the Un i t ed  States 
Francisco Tonukane Cons t i t u t i on .  These op in ions  s h a l l  be requested 
Vf I l lam S. Torres 
Ranun G. Vlllagomez 

and rendered i n  w r  i t ing. 
lgnaclo V l l lanwva 

(2) Ass i s t  the Committees w i t h  s p e c i f i c  quest ions 
about op t i ons  a v a i l a b l e  t o  deal w i t h  a par t icu1a.r  
issue. Legal Counsel w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  t o  s i t  
w i t h  the  Committees a t  '' times prov ided the  ' 
Committee requests the ass is tance  a t  l e a s t  a 
day i n  advance and fu rn i shes  counsel w i t h  a 
w r i t t e n  statement o f  what i s  t o  be discussed, 
the  goal o f  t he  Committee i n  addressing the  
issue, and examples o f  quest ions t o  be ra ised .  
Committee a s s i s t a n t s  w i l l  he lp  prepare the 
requests. 

(3)  Ass i s t  i n  the f i n a l i z a t i o n  o f  committee 
recommendat ions and repor ts .  l n i  t i a l  d r a f t s  a r e  
t o  be prepared by the  commi t t e e s  and commi t t e e  
ass i s tan t s .  A copy should then be submi t ted t o  
counsel, who w i l l  rev iew i t  and then d iscuss i t  

w i t h  t he  committee one o r  two d a y ~ l ~ o l l o w i n g ~  / 
commi t t e e  f i n d i n g s  and work can be summarized i n  / 
these repor ts .  

None o f  t he  above i s  mandatory. Delegates make t h e i r  own 
dec is ions  about the issues. This  p o l i c y  i s  both workable 
and necessary. We do n o t  have the  1 uxury o f  t he  F i  r s t  
C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention which had a budget o f  $500,000 
p a i d  by t he  Federal Government and which had d i f f e r e n t  
f unc t i ons  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  than we do. The Committee 
repo r t s  and recornendat ions w i l l  be s u f f i c i e n t  record  o f  
t he  i n t e n t  o f  t he  Convention. I t  should be noted t h a t  the  
l ega l  s ta tus  o f  the  Ana lys is  o f  the C o n s t i t u t i o n  i s  
unce r ta in  and many b e l i e v e  p a r t s  o f  i t  a r e  i n  e r r o r .  
Voluminous notes o f  committee work would waste scarce t ime 
o f  l ega l  counsel and add l i t t l e  l ega l  \ t o  an understanding 
o f  t he  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and amendments. y 



COMMITTEE ON ORGANIZATION AND PROCEDURES 
(Po l i cy  f o r  Legal Counsel Ass is tance)  

I t  i s  a l s o  recommended t h a t  Committees: 

( I )  Q u i c k l y  d ispose o f  proposals  the  Committee decides no t  t o  recommend 
as proposed amendments t o  t he  Cons t i t u t i on .  

(2) O f  t he  proposals  the  Committee be1 ieves have m e r i t  as proposed 
amendments, concent ra te  f i r s t  on those the  Committee f ee l s  a r e  most 
impor tant  t o  be presented t o  the  vo te rs  f o r  r a t i f i c a t i o n .  Time i s  
s h o r t  and the  vo te rs  w i l l  o n l y  be a b l e  t o  d i g e s t  a  l i m i t e d  number 
o f  proposed amendments. Fur ther ,  debate on some proposals  w i l l  
probably  be extens ive.  


