
SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 
HOUSE OF TAGA 

SAIPAN, CM 96950 

MEMORANDUM Date: June 26, 1985 
'I 

Legal Opinion No. loC 

To : Attorney General 

From : Chairman, Finance and Other Matters Committee 

Subject : Request for Legal Opinion on Resolution 
Nos. 2-85 and 3-85 

Resolution No. 2-85 requests the legislature to authorize the 
Convention to recess until after the November elections. 
Resolution No. 3-85 requests the legislature to extend the 
Constitutional Convention for an additional 30 days. In order to 
judge these resolutions, the Committee needs to be fully aware of 
any legal issues posed by these possible actions. 

One example of a potential legal issue raised by these resolutions 
is a suggestion that if the Convention were to recess until after 
the November elections, prior to recessing it should propose at 
least one amendment to change the ratification procedures so that 
voters would vote on constitutional amendments proposed by the 
Convention 6 months after proposal by constitutional convention, 
with the intent that that amendment be voted on in November 
(Deleqate Proposal 112-85). This possibility raises the question 
of whether a proposed amendment can be placed before the voters 
prior to sine die adjournment of the convention, since actions of 
the Convention can be reconsidered up until that time. 

The committee requests your legal opinion on the legal issues and 
ramifications of which it should be aware. Please provide your 
opinion on the matter at the earliest possible time. 

nzo I. uerrero &- 
Attachment 

xc: Con-Con President 



NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE 
p 0 Box 586 

Sarpan, Starrana Islands 96950 

June 2 6 ,  1985 

Phone: 61 95/6284/6618 

To : Chairman Finance and Other f la t te rs  Committee 
From : Legal Counsel 
Subject :  Legal Opinion Ho. 12 

Leqa I suf  f i c i ency o f  reso  l u t  ions 2-85 and 3-05 

You have asked us t o  review whether reao lu t  ions 2-85 and 3-85 pose 
any lega l  problems. fly re vie^ o f  t he  r e s o l u t i o n s  d isc loses  no 
lega l  problems i f  the  Convention r e r e  t o  adopt them. 

The reso lu t i ons  w i l l  r equ i re  l e g i s l a t i v e  act  i o n  t o  amend PL 4-30 
be fo re  they are e f f e c t i v e  t o  extend the Convention o r  t o  recess i t  
unt  i l the  November e l  ect  i ons. Uhet her  t he  l eg i s l a t  u r e  w i 1 l amend 
PL 4-30 t o  accoinmodate t he  Convent i on ' s  request i s  o po l i c y  
dec is ion  f o r  the  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  make. 

I f  the  l e g i s l a t u r e  agrees t o  recess t he  Convention, i t  should 
r e q u i r e  t ha t  a 1 I amendmants adopted by t he  Convent i on  be fo re  it 
receases must be subject  t o  r a t  i f i ca t  i on  a t  t h e  next general 
e l e c t i o n ,  R r t i c l z  18, Sect ion 5(a) appears t o  r e q u i r e  t h i s  act ion  
i f t he  proposa l has been o f f i c i a l  I y adopted by the  Convent i on. O f  
course, i f the convent i on  on fy prou i s  i ono l l y adopted t he  proposa I ,  
.it would not  n-eed t o  be s u b a i t t e d  t o  t he  vo te rs  f o r  r a t i f i c a t i o n  
unt  i I the  Convent ion gave the  proposal a f i n a l  endorsement when the  
Convent ion reconvened, 

I hope t h i s  provides you with some i n s i g h t  i n t o  the  lega l  
r am i f i ca t i ons  o f  the two r e s o l u t i o n s .  

CHIEF LEGAL COUNSEL 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTAT l UES 

c : Conveat ion President 


