
0 The Honorable Paul A. Manglona 
Chairman, Corrunittee on Local Government 
Second Northern Marianas Constitutional 

Convent ion 
House of Taga 
San Vicente, Saipan, CM 96950 

Bar M r .  C h a i m :  

This is in reference t o  the following Delegate Proposal Nos. 73-85, "To 
Repeal Art ic le  111, Section 17 (b) of the  Constitution of the Northern 
Mariana Islands Relative t o  Resident Department Heads f o r  Rota and Tinian", 
Proposal No. 109-85, "To Amend Section 2 of Art ic le  V I  of the  Northern 
Marianas Constitution re la t ing  t o  Election of Mayor", Proposal No. 118-85, 
"To Amend Art ic le  V I  of the  Constitution of the  Northern Mariana Islands 
regarding Local Government", Proposal No. 151-85, "To delete  Article V I  of 
the  Northern Mariana Islands Constitution i n  i ts en t i r e ty  re la t ing  t o  
h a 1  Govermment", and Proposal No. 154-85, "To Amend Section 17 ( a )  of 
Article 111; t o  delete  Section 17(b) and ( c )  of Art ic le  I11 of the  Northern 
Marianas Constitution in t h e i r  en t i r e ty  re la t ing  t o  Public Services". 

F i r s t  of all, I want t o  thank you and this Corrunittee f o r  giving me the  
opportunity t o  c m n t .  Mr. Chairman, i f  you permit me t o  say the following 
are my comments f o r  t he  above proposals: 

Proposal No. 73-85: No. For e f f ic ien t  g o v e m n t  services and t o  
carry out the  programs of t he  administration, the  Resident Department 
Heads should remain. The Department Head requires t o  deal with only 
one person instead of several persons. He is a p o l i t i c a l  appointtee 
and as such he w i l l  perform his dut ies  and responsibi l i t ies  deligently. 
It w i l l  be less expensive t o  have only one Resident Department Head t o  
be involve with the  a c t i v i t i e s  of h i s  assigned dut ies  than t o  have several 
supervisors involved. 

Proposal No. 109-85: No. Mayor Office has a def in i te  function in our 
g o v e m n t .  For an e f f i c i en t  govermment operation, the respons ib i l i t i es  
of k y o r  should be defined. It seems there are too many duplication of 
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responsibi l i t ies  which resul ted i n  confusion. The chain of command 
in re la t ion  t o  the  department of govermment should be defined more 
clearly.  It would probably improved public services t o  the  community 
under propose precinct C o ~ s s i o n e r s .  However, it w i l l  be more 
expensive and a duplication of  responsibil i ty since at  the  present, 
the  members  of the  House of Representatives extend public services 
t o  his precinct. 

Proposal No. 151-85: Yes. I think t h a t  the Mayor's position a s  it 
stands now i s  merely just  a figure head fo r  our g o v e m n t .  Public 
service are rea l ly  not been taken care as provided i n  the Constitution 
Article VI Section 3. I stronglf support the  intention of the  delega- 
t ion  t o  delete Art ic le  VI intensively. 

Proposal No. 154-85: No. I strongly f e e l  t h a t  Art ic le  I11 Section 17 
should not be deleted. Public Services w i l l  be more e f fec t ive  and 
e f f i c i en t  i f  it runs by the  Resident DepartTrent Head of the  respective 
Departments. The Resident Directors are in da i ly  contact with t h e i r  
c l i en t i l e s .  Deleting Section 17(b) and (c)  of Art ic le  I11 w i l l  only 
cause inconvinience t o  the people of the  respective islands of Rota 
and Tinian. Appointing one person t o  each of these two islands and 
t o  run eight g o v e m n t  division departrent w i l l  only cause confusion 
and w i l l  not guarantee tha t  public services can be del iver  e f f ic ien t  
and on a t h l y  basis. Again, I urge your support not t o  delete  
Article I11 Section 7(a) and (c).  

Proposal No.118-85: No. I do not support proposal No. 118-85 on i t s  
ent i re ty .  We do not wish t o  create  another body which could eas i ly  
be handled by our exis t ing legis la ture .  After all, every island within 
the. Commonwealth is represented by in both houses of the  legis la ture .  
I f e e l  t h a t  the Mayor is capable of handling the  operations of t he  local  
government. 

In  the event that proposal 118-85 is passed by the delegates, questions 
w i l l  be raised a s  towhy would Resident Department Heads be confirmed 
by the  council when the  present l a w  authorizes the  delegates of 
Legislature of respective islands t o  confirm such nominations. The 
delegates in the  leg is la ture  are f r o m  t h e i r  respective Senatorial District. 

Again, I do not support the  intention of proposal No. 118-85. 

The above are some concerns t h a t  may be appropriate fo r  changes o r  revisions. 
If I can be of fur ther  assistance,  please do not hes i ta te  t o  contact the  
undersigned. 

Thank you again f o r  the  opportunity t o  comment on the  above proposals. 

Sincerely, 

~ i r e c t o r  of Natural Resources 


