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Dear M r .  Guerrero: 
. . 

The t r a d i t i o n a l  C a r o l i n i a n  W A R ,  weaved f r e s h  f lower  
head ornament i s  one of  t h e  most a u t h e n t i c  l i n k s  among o u r  
C a r o l i n i a n s  today ' and  o u r  a n c e s t r a l  p a s t .  The wear ing of  
MWAR h a s  been p r a c t i c e d  f o r  g e n e r a t i o n s  and enjoyed today  
even by o u r  Chamorro b r o t h e r s  and sisters and v i s i t o r s  t o  
o u r  i s l a n d s .  MWAR i s  n o t  a mere d e c o r a t i v e  ornament on 
o u r  'heads. 

The wearing of  Mwar among o u r  C a r o l i n i a n s  symbolizes  
o u r  s t r o n g  fami ly  t ies ,  o u r  r e s p e c t  f o r  o u r  men who a r e  
o f t e n  away from o u r  v i l l a g e s  f o r  days  t o  f i s h  and hun t  f o r  
o u r  f a m i l y ' s  s u r v i v a l ,  f o r n o u r  l o v e  and r e s p e c t  among o u r  
:own:brothers_and-_sisters, f 6 r  o u r  l o v e  t o  s i n g  and dance i n  
t h e  c o o l  evening of  t h e  n i g h t s ,  f o r  o u r  l o v e  t o  c e l e b r a t e  a 
newborn c h i l d ,  f o r  t h e - u n i o n  o f  two loved ones  on t h e i r  
wedding day,  f o r  o u r  l o v e  and f r i e n d s h i p  wi th  t h o s e  d e p a r t i n g ,  
a r r i v i n g  and f o r  o u r  l o v e  f o r  peace and t r a n g u i l i t y .  

There h a s  been a tremendous d e c l i n e  of  t h e  u s e  of  o u r  
c u l t u r e s  and t r a d i t i o n s .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of t h e  
o f f i c e  of Council  f o r  A r t s  and C u l t u r e  and o u r  Language 
Commission a r e  now e x e r t i n g  more e f f o r t s  and d e d i c a t i o n s  
toward p re se rv ing  and enhancing o u r  t r a d i t i o n a l  and c u l t u r a l  
h e r i t a g e s .  Let  u s  show t h e  world t h a t  t h e s e  a r e  o u r  n a t i o n a l  
i d e n t i t i e s  and of  o u r  l o v e  and r e s p e c t  f o r  peace and freedom 
f o r  a l l  mankind. 
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2. ''MWRR THE TRADITIONAL HEAD ORNM~NT SHOULD REFLECT THE 
CAROLINIAN CULTURAL HERITAGE ON OUR CNMI FLAG. 

In  sosoyo hamyo na en rekoknisa es te  na direchon i Chanorru y m  
Refalewasch. S i  Yu 'us Ma 'ase pot i atensiowniyo yan s i  Yu'us infan- 
binendise. 

Respectful Zy yours, 

.A 

,. -2bert C. A& 
C h a p a n ,  CCLC 

f i p  Jose M .  Taitano 

/ Executive Director, CCLC 
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